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MEMOIR  OF  M.  DE  LAMARTINE. 


Alphohsb  DC  Lamartink  was  born  at  MScon  in  FnncB,  ou 
the  -JlBt  of  October,  1792.  His  family  name  was  De  Prat,  but 
be  subsequeatljr  assumed  that  of  Lantarline,  after  a  materDal 
uncle,  from  whom  ha  inherited  a  coastderabla  fortune.  Hia  fa 
tfaer  was  major  of  a  ragiment  of  cavalr;  under  Louis  XVI.,  and 
his  mother  was  grand-daughter  of  Madame  Das  Rojs,  nnder- 
f^emess  to  the  Princess  d'Orl^ans.  Thus  attached  to  the 
aneUn  rigime,  the  Lamartine  family  were  necessarily  deeply  in 
Tolved  by  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  poet's  earliest  recol 
lections  are  of  a  gloomy  prison-house,  in  which  he  visited  hia 
father.  Bis  mother  (who  died  the  victim  to  a  terrible  accident) 
and  lus  father,  eacapiug  the  dangers  of  the  period,  retired  to  an 
obscore  ratreat  near  Milly,  where  the  earliest  years  of  the  sub- 
ject of  oar  shetch  were  passed.  The  recollection  of  the  domes 
tie  serenity  of  his  youth  has  never  been  effaced  from  his  mind  ; 
and  many  times  in  afler  life,  as  poet  and  traveler,  he  has  evobed 
the  weJI-reniembered  images  of  this  humble  roof  at  Milly,  with 
its  "  seven  linden  trees,"  his  aged  father,  bis  mother  and  sisters, 
and  all  the  grand  and  qniet  sceoery,  so  well  calculated  to  eicite 
and  feed  the  imagination  of  a  yonng,  highly- gifted,  and  reflective 

In  his  first  chapter  of  "Travels  in  the  East,"  in  1B32-33,  ha 
says — "  My  mother  had  received  from  her  mother,  when  on  hei 
death-bed,  a  handsome  Bible  of  Royaumont,*  from  which  she 
taught  me  to  read  when  I  was  very  yonng.  This  Bible  had  en- 
gravings of  sacred  subjects  at  nearly  every  page.  When  t  had 
read  about  half  a  page  with  t<ilerahle  correctness,  my  mother  al- 
lowed me  to  see  a  picture ;  and,  placing  the  book  open  on  her  knees, 
she  explained  the  subject  to  me  w  a  recompense  for  my  progress. 
She  was  most  letider  and  afTectionate  by  nature,  and  the  impress- 
ive and  solemn  tone  of  her  clear  and  silvery  voice  added  to  all 
she  said  an  accent  of  strength,  im press iven ess,  and  love,  which 
■till  resounds  in  my  ears  after  six  years  that  that  voice  has,  alas ' 

It  was  under  such  influences  that  young  Lamartine  was  edu- 
cated until  ha  left  his  native  roof  for  the  College  of  the  Pdres  dn 
Foi,  at  Belley,  where  the  religious  germs  implanted  by  his  mother 
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were  laxuriantlj  developed  in  the  tnelaocholf  retirement  of  the 
cloister ;  and  his  beautiful  episode  of  Jocelyn  is  full  of  remiDiB- 
ceDces  borrowed  from  his  calm  and  austere  life  id  the  house  of 
the  Holy  FatherB. 

I  On  leanng  college,  M.  de  Lamartine  passed  some  time  at 
Ljona,  whence  he  made  faia  Gr»t  brief  visit  to  Italy,  retorniog  to 
PtiriB  in  the  latter  days  of  the  empire.  Brought  up  ia  detesta- 
tion of  Napoleon,  he  entered  the  world  without  very  well  know- 
ing the  course  he  was  destined  to  take ;  at  a  distance  from  hi* 
mother  and  the  watchful  eyes  of  bis  fatherly  preceptors,  be  passed 
some  time,  if  not  in  actual  dissipation,  yet  in  that  idleness  which 
frequently  characterizes  the  earlier  days  of  men  who  are  subse- 

rently  destined  for  a  conspicuous  and  influential  career.  He 
I  not  neglect  his  severer  studies,  but  he  partook  of  the  aranee- 
meots  which  his  age  creates  and  enjoys— wandering  with  bia 
friends  in  ttae  wood  of  Vincennea,  full  of  visionary  dreams  of  lit- 
erary &me,  and  especially  of  dramatic  glory,  enjoying  the  occa- 
sional socie^  of  Tslma,  who  took  pleasure  in  hearing  Lamartine 
recite,  in  bis  metancfaoly  and  sonorous  tones,  unpublished  frag- 
ments of  a  tragedy  entitled  Sard. 

In  1613  the  poet  revisited  Italy,  wbere  manyof  bis  JW(£t(a(u»M 
were  Inspired  by  the  "  land  of  song  and  sunny  skies ;"  and  one 
of  the  deepest  inspirations  of  his  Harmoniu,  called  Pint  lave, 
would  make  us  believe  in  some  soft  and  early  mystery  of  the 
heart  buried  beneath  the  tomb. 

On  the  tall  of  the  emperor,  Lamartine  offered  his  serricas  and 
his  sword  to  the  restored  bmily,  whose  race  had  had  the  alle^- 
aoce  and  blood  of  his  ancestors,  and  be  joined  the  body-guard  of 
the  royal  family  in  1315. 

Jules  Janin,  the  celebrated  critic  and  reviewer,  asserts  Aat  it 
was  while  on  duty  one  night  beneath  the  kine's  windows  at  the 
palace  of  Sl  Ckmd,  that  Lamartine  first  yielded  to  tbe  Inspira- 
tions of  poetry,  composing  verses  which  be  next  day  committed 
to  paper.  Aft«r  the  hundred  days,  Lamartine  retired  from  mili- 
tary service  and  completed  his  first  Midiiatiotis  PoUliques,  whose 
inspirations  are  mainly  drawn  from  some  lady-love,  adored  with 
all  the  ardor  of  a  first  passion,  but  of  whom  he  was  bereft  by  the 
hand  of  death,  and  bewails  under  the  name  of  Elvire.  In  1B20, 
when  poetry  was  but  little  appreciated  in  France,  which  had  been 
crammed  to  satiety  with  the  mythologic  platitudes  of  the  Vol- 
tairean  school  of  versification,  Lamartine — just  recovering  from  a 
violent  attack  of  illness,  resulting  mainly  frOm  mental  excitement, 
which  so  ot^n,  while  It  impairs  the  frame,  purifies  and  exalts  tbe 
imagination — went  from  bookseller  to  i>ookse11er  in  Paris,  offerins 
a  small  volume  in  verse,  and  every  wbere  meeting  with  refusal, 
until  at  length  one  of  the  trade,  named  Nicole,  resolved  on  print- 
ing these  Miditations.  Tbe  volume  was  published  at  half-a- 
crown,  without  name,  preface,  or  introductioo,  and  would  ua- 
questiooablj  have  &llen  stUl-bom  from  tbe  praaa,  but  that  JoIm 
Janin — tlien  (1S20)  young,  though  known  to  fame — seeing  flw 
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nnpreteoding  brochure  on  a  book-stall,  bought  it,  and  carried  it 
borne.  "  Never,"  says  this  celebrated  writer,  "  Bhall  I  forget  mjr 
delight  Bs  I  perused  this  volume  of  a  oameleH  poet !  For  what 
was  mj  Burpriae  aod  admlratioa  when  snddenlf  mj  dazzled  ejea 
and  heart  devoured  this  new  world  of  poesy  !  when  at  length 
they  found  combioed  in  one  book  «]]  the  eentiments  of  die  moI 
and  all  the  passions  of  the  heart — all  the  joys  of  oarth  and  all  the 
ecstasies  of  heaven — aU  the  hopes  of  tbe  present  and  all  the 
doubts  which  shadow  the  futare.  Behold,  at  length,  I  said  to 
myself,  a  poet  uniting  in  his  Tcrses  aU  the  most  opposite  condi- 
tione  of  poetry — enthusiasm  and  calmness,  devotjoo  and  love." 
.  Again  J.  Janin  a^s — "  There  ia  high  matter  for  a  poet's  powen 
in  the  crumbling  of  thrones,  and  the  fall  of  men  like  ears  in  har* 
vest;  but  it  is  a  far  loftier  task  to  Soat  in  imagination  over  aU 
those  battle-fields,  and  question  the  emancipated  spirits  wander- 
ing above  their  nnburied  forms." 

So  charmed,  indeed,  was  Jsnin  with  his  Premiira  Miditatioiu, 
that  be  wrote  a  long  and  careful  review  of  them,  in  a  pubHcatioD 
of  wide  circulation  with  which  be  was  then  connected.  Thus 
ifae  notice  of  literary  cotemporariea  was  called  to  the  volume.  A 
large  demand  was  at  once  created  for  the  poems,  and  Lamartine, 
like  Byron,  whom  be  in  many  respects  reaemUes,  "  awoke  one 
morning  and  found  himsoKfamoos." 

Charles  Nodier,  one  of  tbe  celebrated  modern  criticB  of  France, 
attributes  Lamartine's  literary  popularity  to  the  analogy  between 
the  poetry  which  the  author  writes  and  tbe  feelings  of  the  age  in 
which  be  lives  ;  but  we  venture  to  think  that  it  was  the  novel^ 
of  tbe  style  and  subjects— the  eotiro  contrast  to  ail  that  had  pre- 
ceded him  (eicopt  Byron) — the  meianeboly  which  does  not  de- 
generate into  alTectntioQ — tbe  vagueness  of  idea  which  is  yet 
not  obscure— the  terseness  of  the  rhyme  and  the  melody  of  the 
rhythm — which  gave  Lamartine  his  well-earned  and  well-sus- 
tained repolatioti ;  and  thus  in  four  years  forty-lire  thousand 
copies  of  the  MidHaliona  were  spread  over  the  literary  world, 
and  Lamartine  was  ranked  with  Byron,  Goethe,  and  Cbatean- 
tmand. 

Janin  then  made  his  friendship;  and  as  he  was  the  cause  of 
his  fame,  so  has  he  always  been  bis  warm  champion  and  most 
equitable  critic. 

Lamartine'  whs  always  an  avowed  admirer  of  Pyron ;  and  when 
tiiBt  great  bard  died,  leaving  his  "  Cbilde  Harold"  incomplete, 
Lamartine  resohed  to  add  a  canto,  and  Le  Dernier  Chant  dtt 
PHtrinage  de  Harold  was  favorably  received  by  all  lovers  of  the 
two  poets — the  great  majori^r  of  readers  in  Enrope.  This  poem 
is,  notwithstanding  its  name  and  avowed  purpose,  an  original 
composition.  "In  fact,"  says  Janin,  " Lamartine's  own  fancy 
carries  bim  away  so  decidedly,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  him 
to  attempt  to  try  to  imitate  any  poet  or  poem ;  be  ia  too  power- 
liiUy  governed  by  bis  own  nature,  aad  bis  iiupiratioii  coiDes  upon 
him  with  reuatleis  force." 
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Lamartine  ;  nod,  appointed  attachi  to  the  legHtion  of  Fiorenne, 
be  wODt  to  Tuscan  J.  where,  in  18Q1,  it  ii  said  hebsttrd  a  strange, 
bat  tender  and  mek>diou9  TOice,  murmuring  in  his  ear  this  quota- 
tioD  trom  his  own  Meditation* : — 

"  PeaMtre  I'ltenir  ms  garduC-il  encore. 
Un  retooc  de  bonheur  done  respoir  eat  perdu  i 
PflQt-«tre  dui  U  fbulB  one  ims  qae  j'igDore 
Aorut  compiii  miMi  Ima  et  m'umiC  repondn.'" 
Tbe  poet  ica»  nnderatood.     A  second  Elvire  appeared  in  tb« 
form  of  a  joung,  rich,  nnd  well-connected  Gngluh  ladj,  wbom 
ho  married  in  1321,  at  Naples,  where  he  was  appointed  secretary 
to  tbe  French  embassy.     He  afterward  Tisit«d  London  in  the 
same  capacity,  returning  to  Tuscany  as  ckargi  d'affaires.     In 
the  mefln  while  his  fortune  was  increased  by  an  inberitance  de- 
rived from  his  opulent  uncle ;  but  oeither  diplomacy  nor  the 
■plendorB  of  an  aristocratic  life  could  distract  Lunartine  from  hir 
loie  and  cultimtioo  of  poetry. 

The  Secondta  MeditatUnu  appeared  in  1BS3,  and  to  these  were 
accorded  higher  praise  than  even  tn  the  iirst — especially  to  bis 
Ode  to  Bonaparte,  Sayplu),  Preluda,  and  the  Dying  Poet ;  then 
followed  his  sketch  tiocralet,  and  then  (In  order  of  pablicetioo) 
die  Lail  Canto  o^  Childe  Harold,  to  which  we  have  already 
alluded.  In  this  poem  there  is  a  splendid  address  to  IteW,  in 
which  tbe  poet  laments,  in  loOy  language,  the  degradation  of  this 
land  of  heroes,  and  says,  in  conclusion — 

[« Ift  pousierfl 

This  apostrophe  appearing  to  Colonel  Ouillaume  Pep6  (brother 
of  Joseph  Pep6,  tbe  Neapolitan  general)  offensive  to  his  natjon, 
be  called  out  Laroartine,  whom  he  met  at  a  party  ;  and  the  poet 
was  dangeroualy  wounded,  and  his  Irf^  hung  long  on  a  thread. 
Notwithstanding,  be  wrote  to  the  Grand  Duke,  with  whom  be 
was  on  close  terms  of  intimHcy,  requesting  that  Pep6  might  not 
be  pauished,  e  reqoest  which  that  prince  accorded ;  and  this 
chivalrous  conduct  acquired  for  Lamartine  the  highest  admiration 
ID  all  the  circles  of  Florence. 

Having  in  1824  published  Le  Chant  du  Sacre,  he  returned  to 
France  in  1829 ;  aiMl  in  the  month  of  May  iu  tha  same  year  his 
Barmoniea  PeHtiauet  Religieuta  appeared-— a  work  of  high  im- 
awnings,  and  combining  all  the  superior  qualities  of  highly  intel 
iectual  poesy. 

*  "  FerchsDce  the  fatora  ma;  reierve  for  ms 
A  bappineia.  vrhose  hope  I  now  resigQ; 
Pflrchsoce  amid  the  buay  wot-ld  may  b« 


Id  mav  ba 
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H.  io  LamaRiiia  was  receitsd  u  membnr  of  the  Aatdfmit 
Franfoitt.  in  April,  1B30,  aad  wee  aboot  to  set  forth  as  minitter 
plaoipoteDrinr;  to  Africa,  when  the  RaTolution  of  Jolf  broke  ont 
The  boh  fell  that  sbanered  the  insecure  rdi)  unpopular  throne 
of  the  Honse  of  Bonrbon.  Lamurtine  pnid  his  fiaiii  and  honest 
adieus  to  the  es-king.  Charles  X.,  and,  atthough  Louis  Philippe 
offered  to  conlirin  him  in  his  Greek  embaMj',  he  refused  the  offer, 
uid  bade  adieu  to  dtpkiiiiacy,  as  he  believed,  fbreier.  "  Bj  the 
family  and  gertices  of  my  fuber,"  ho  wrore  to  a  frieod,  "  I  be- 
long to  Charles  X. ;  by  the  family  and  serriees  of  my  mother,  I 
belong  to  the  Honie  of  Orlaaos."  In  another  roan  this  might 
have  been  deemed  aflectation ;  but  with  Lamartine  it  was  the 
utmost  sincerity, 

This  tribute  paid  to  the  great  unfortunate,  Laranrtine  threw 
himself  into  the  new  path  opened  to  ardent  and  active  minds  by 
the  RevolntiOB  of  July. 

"  The  put  is  bat  a  dreaiu,"  he  said :  ■*  we  may  regret  it,  but 
we  must  not  hwe  the  day  io  iveeping  fruitlessly  over  it.  It  is  al- 
ways nUowable — always  honorable — to  sympathiKO  in  the  misfor- 
tane  of  another;  hut  we  need  not  gratuitonsly  take  nny  share  of 
a  &nlt  which  we  have  not  committed.  We  must  enter  again 
into  the  ranks  of  citizens — to  Chink,  speak,  act,  struggle  with  die 
family  of  families — our  country  .'" 

His  first  essay  to  be  returned  as  depuH  was  marked  by  a  ebeclu 
The  electors  ty{  Toulon  and  Dunkirk  Doth  rejected  him,  and  some 
time  afterward  he  resolTod  on  putting  into  exeeotioo  a  project  he 
had  all  bis  life  contemplaled,  and,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1832,  be 
freighted,  at  Marseilles,  1,'AleesU,  a  vessel  of  two  hundred  and 
fif\y  tons,  vitb  a  crew  of  sixteen  men.  It  was  during  this  loysge 
to  the  Esst  that  Lamartine  kept  his  Journal,  Hfieinsrd  repro- 
duced under  the  tide  of  Le  Voyage  m  Oriem.  It  is  replete  with 
beautiful  possagea,  remarkable  erents,  and  lingtUar  prf^icHont. 
The  East  was  ever  the  land  of  prophecy. 

In  an  early  passage,  dated  July,  he  says — "The  hotir  is  afi- 
proaching  in  wfaich  the  Pharos  of  reason  and  morality  will  be 
illumioed  in  our  political  tempests,  to  give  the  proper  form  to  the 
new  social  symbol  of  which  the  world  begins  to  hsTe  a  foresight 
and  comprehension — the  symbol  of  love  and  chsnty  among  all 
men,  which  may  be  styled  gospel  politics.  I  do  not  reproach 
ntjself  with  any  egotism  io  this  respect,  ns  for  this  duty  I  would 
have  relinquished  oTon  this  journey — this  drenm  of  my  imajfin- 
Btion  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  Oh,  that  Heaven  may  regenerate 
mankind,  for  our  politics  are  a  scandal  to  man,  and  make  the 
angels  weep!  Destiny  gives  one  hour  in  an  age  for  humanity  ta 
regenerate  itself:  that  hoar  it  a  revoiulion,  and  men  suffer  it  to 
escape  Ikem  vMle  tearing  each  other  Io  Jneces ;  they  samfice  to 
their  apirit  of  vengeance  me  hour  assigned  byGodfoTregenera- 
(ion  and  progresiive  irnpTovenienl !"  We  should  willingly  give 
ample  space  to  the  consideration  of,  and  extracts  from,  this  very 
remarkaUe  worlti  but  we  must  Umil  ourselTes  to  some  qnoto- 
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tiotiB  froDi  tbe  iDtorriew  between  Lftmartine  and  Lady  Hotter 
Stanhope,  ia  September,  1B32,  at  her  ruidaace,  in  ma  almott 
iDBcceisible  xdituda  id  one  of  tbe  monotaiiu  of  Lebaami,  ne«r 
Saida.  the  Micieiit  Sidoo.  Her  abode  was  &niierlj  ■  ci»iveDt, 
naar  the  tUlage  of  Dglona,  inhabited  b;  tbe  Dnuee,  all  tarronnd- 
•d  by  one  wall,  like  the  fortificBtioiia  irf  the  middle  ages. 

Lttij  Heat^  Stanb^M  herself  believed— and  many  believed 
with  ber— that  ahe  poamaed  •  knowledge  of  eatrakigy ;  and  her 
interview  with  LOBMrtine  ia  certaioljr  estraordinaTy.  Wben  ahe 
offered  to  reveal  U»  future  deetin;  to  ^e  poet,  whom  «he  saw 
far  tbe  first  time,  and  oeitber  knew  bia  repntatioD,  nor  even  bia 
name,  be  repUed — 

"Id  regard  to  the  future,  I  only  believe. ia  God  sod  virtae." 
She  relied — "No  matter:  brieve  what  yon  pleaae;  I  aee 
evidently  that  you  ere  bom  nnder  tbe  infloence  tf  three  ferto- 
DHle,  powerful,  and  good  Btan — that  you  are  S7f>ed  with  analogooa 
powers,  which  Mmdncl  you  te  one  aisi,  whiefa  I  could,  if  yon 
were  wilFiDg,  point  out  to  you  at  once.  It  ia  Ood  whe  baa  con- 
dnoted  you  hither,  to  enlighten  your  sonl ;  yon  are  one  of  those 
men  of  a  good  diopoeilioD,  vhom  he  reevtrM  om  his  iiutnanmts  to 
aeaimptitk  Ae  marmloui  vmrkt  idiidi  ha  vtfl  toom  aeeon^luh 
among  Mankind." 

"Let  your  religiova  belief  be  what  it  may,"  abe  aontinued, 
"you  ate  not  the  leas  one  of  those  men  wbom  I  expected,  whom 
Providence  has  sent  to  me,  and  ufto  hiu  a  great  part  to  perform 
in  tht  world  thai  it  preparing.  In  a  short  time  yon  wilf  retnm 
to  Europe.     The  Me  of  Europe  is  decided.     Pranct  ahne  hat  a 

Slat  mitHon  to  aeoompliih.  You  will  nvrintrATX  in  it  J  I 
not  yet  know  in  what  manner ;  bat  if  yon  be  anxioos  to  know, 
I  will  consult  the  stars  to-night,  and  reveal  it  to  yon.  I  do  not  yet 
know  the  name  (^  all ;  1  see  now  tfaree,  at  present — &nr — per- 
haps five,  and  there  may  be  niare.  One  of  them  is  certainly 
Mercury,  which  impaita  deamesa  and  color  to  the  mind  and 
tongue.  You  must  be  a  poet ;  it  is  legible  in  your  eyes  and  in 
tbe  upper  part  of  yonr  countenanoe.  Lower  down,  yon  are 
nudar  Uie  inQuence  of  very  difiiirent  stars,  almost  in  opposition ; 
there  is  an  influence  of  energy  and  actioD." 

"  What  is  your  name !" 

"  I  told  her." 

"  1  never  heai-d  it  before,"  she  said,  with  an  accent  of  truth. 

"Ah,  my  lady, you  see  what  human  ^ory  is.  In  my  life  I 
have  composed  a  few  verses,  which  have  caused  mj  name  to  be 
repeated  a  tbonsand  times  by  all  the  literary  echoei  of  Eon^t 
bat  even  diat  echo  is  too  feeble  to  cross  your  ocean  and  your 
monut^ns."  * 

She  said — "  It  would  grieve  me  mnch  to  ioclode  yon  in  the 
number  of  those  young  Frenchmen  who  raise  tbe  popular  fury 
■B^Ut  all  die  dignities,  whiek  God,  natun,  and  society  bno 
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fermed,  and  who  overthrow  tho  edi&co,  in  order  to  coDBtroct 
with  its  mina  n  pedestal  for  the  envious  baseness  of  their  eitnc- 

"  I  replied  ;  "  I  belong  to  the  class  of  men  who  do  not  despise 
those  who  are  below  them  in  society,  at  the  same  time  that  ihej 
respect  those  sbove  them,  tlie  desire  or  dream  of  whom  it  maj 
bs  to  invite  all  men,  independently  of  their  statioos  in  the  ari>i- 
trary  hierarchies  of  politics,  to  the  same  light  of  knowledge,  the 
same  liberty,  and  the  same  moml  perfection." 

Af .  de  LamsrtiDe's  estimate  of  Napoleon  is  worth  quoting  from 
this  work:— »Bonapwte  was  no  doobta  reconstnictAr:  hefornwd 
anew  the  social  world,  but  did  not  sufficiently  regard  the  mate- 
rials with  which  he  re-composed  it.  Ha  molded  his  statue  with 
clay  and  personal  ioterests,  instead  of  coostructiag  it  of  dirine 
and  moral  sentimanta — of  virtue  and  liberty." 

On  leafing  Lady  Stanhope,  the  poet- traveler  advanced  through 
one  of  the  reniarkable  valleys  of  Lebanon ;  and  the  followiog  ex- 
tract is  a  &ir  specimen  of  the  descriptive  and  irapresaive  style 
wbkb  petrades  tbia  remarkable  production,  replete  in  richness 
of  languBge,  elevfttion  of  idea,  freshness  of  images,  and  a  rapid 
Bttccession  o(  interestiog  and  stirring  incidenls : — 

**  After  a  ride  of  two  hoots  we  reached  a  deeper,  nairowM*, 
and  more  picturesque  valley  than  any  we  had  yet  traversed. 
Right  and  left  arose,  like  two  perpendicular  ramparts,  three  or 
four  hundred  feet  high,  two  chains  of  monnlHins,  which  ap- 
peared to  have  been  recently  separated  from  each  other  by  a 
blow  from  ^e  Great  Framer  of  worMs,  or  perhaps  by  tho  earth- 
quake which  shook  Lebanon  to  its  foundation,  when  the  Son  of 
Man,  reodflriog  up  bis  soul  to  Ood,  not  far  from  these  moun- 
tains, gave  that  last  sigh  which  repelled  the  spirit  of  error, 
oppression,  and  falsehood,  and  breathed  virtue,  liber^,  and  life 
into  a  renovated  woHd,  Oigantic  blocks,  loosened  from  each 
Mde  of  the  mountains,  and  scattered  like  pebbles  b;  the  handa 
of  children  into  the  stream,  formed  the  horrid,  deep,  vast,  and 
rugged  bed  of  this  dried-up  torrent ;  some  of  whose  stones  were 
masses  higher  and  larger  than  the  lofUeat  houses.  Some  rested 
solidly  on  their  bases,  like  solid  and  everlasting  cubes ;  somei 
suspended  by  their  angles,  and  snppoited  by  the  pressure  ot 
other  invisible  rocks,  seemed  as  though  still  in  the  act  of  falling, 
and  rolling  downward,  presenting  the  appearance  of  ruin  in  ac- 
tion— a  perpetual  iailing,  a  chaos  of  stones,  an  endless  avalanche 
of  rocks — rocks  of  somber,  gray,  block,  streaked. with  flame  cok)r 
and  white  opaque — the  petrified  waves  of  a  granite  flood :  not 
one  drop  of  water  in  the  deep  interstices  of  this  bed,  calcined  t^ 
the  burning  sun  of  Syria ;  not  a  blade  of  grass,  a  stalk,  or  creep- 
ing plant,  either  in  the  torrent  or  in  the  cracked  and  abrupt 
declivities  on  each  side  of  the  abyss.  It  was  an  oceuu  of  stoaes, 
a  cataract  of  rocks,  to  which  the  diversity  of  their  forms,  the 
vsriaty  of  their  positions,  the  singular]^  of  their  appearances, 
the  pte}-  of  ligbl  and  shade  on  their  sides  and  surfaces,  seemed 
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to  impart  to  them  motion  and  fluidi^.  If  Dante  had  desired  to 
depict  in  aoe  of  the  departraents  of  hit  Hell,  the  bell  uf  stODM — 
the  hell  of  barreDDess,  ra\a,  the  crash  of  matter,  the  dlHsolutiaii 
of  world*.  Ihe  decay  of  ages — he  needed  but  to  bsTe  aioiply 
copied  thia  sceiM,  end  it  wonld  have  been  a  perfect  model!  It 
is  a  ri/er  of  the  last  hours  of  the  worid,  when  aU  aball  have  beso 
coDaamad  by  tire,  ud  when  the  earth,  revealing  its  bowela,  shall 
be  nothing  but  a  matilated  Uoclt  of  calcined  itooes,  beneath  the 
feet  of  the  terrible  Judge  who  shall  come  to  riait  it.  We  followed 
thia  valley  of  lamentalioiiB  tor  two  hours  without  an;  variatioD  in 
the  scene  tban  that  Brising  from  the  circuitous  route  wbicb  lb» 
torrent  itself  look  anwag  tba  moantains,  or  hy  the  iiMiiDer,  mora 
or  leu  striking,  with  which  the  rocks  were  grouped  in  their 
foaming  Monj  bed. 

"  This  valley  will  never  be  ei&ced  from  my  imagination.  Tbis 
country  most  have  been  the  primitive  laud — the  land  of  tragic 
poesy,  and  human  lamentations ;  the  pathetic  and  lofty  Btrain 
of  prophecies  is  felt  here  in  its  wild,  pathetic  and  b)tYy  netore. 
All  the  images  of  biblical  poetry  are  engraved  in  imposing 
characters  on  the  furrowed  surfsce  of  Lebanon  and  its  gilded 
summits,  its  valleys,  through  which  the  streams  peacefully  flow 
— valleys  mute  sud  lifeless.  The  divine  spirit,  the  superhuman 
inspiration,  which  ha*  passed  over  the  soats  and  the  harps  of  the 
poetic  nation,  to  whom  Ood  spake  by  symbols  and  images,  thus 
struck  more  forcibly  the  eyes  of  bsrds  devoted  to  God  from  their 
infancy,  and  nourished  them  with  a  sustensDce  more  invigotuting 
than  that  on  which  we  feed  ;  we,  the  wasted  and  aged  heirs  of 
the  harp  of  antiquity,  who  have  only  before  our  eyes  nature, 
mild,  beantifnl,  and  cnltivmted — natare  dvilieed  but  withered,  m 


At  the  end  of  November,  Lamartine  returned,  afW  many 
wanderinRs,  to  Beyrouth,  where  he  had  left  his  vib  aod  child 
Julia;  ana  in  the  bepnning  of  December  he  lost  this 

"  Sole  daoghter  of  b!>  hoaia  uid  hesit." 

sftar  an  JBangs  of  two  days  only,  when  it  was  fondly  snppoted  that 
her  be^A,  hitherto  diriioate,  was  being  restored  by  the  air  of 
Asia.  She  died  in  the  arms  of  her  lather  and  mother,  in  the 
country 'bouse,  in  the  vicinity  of  Beyrouth,  in  which  they  were 
domiciled  for  the  winter.  The  vessel  which  Lamartine  had 
seot  back  to  Europe  was -not  to  tvttirn  until  May  ensuing,  then 
to  take  up  the  travelers  somewhere  on  the  coast  of  Syria.  They 
remained  six  months  in  the  Lebaooa,  overwhelmed  by  this  severe 
affliction.  In  the  month  of  May  L'AlettU  arrived ;  but  M.  de 
IismHrtlne,  to  spare  his  wife  the  pang  of  returning  in  the  same 
vessel  that  had  brought  them  to  Asia,  with  the  beloved  child  they 
had  lost,  freighted  another  barque,  the  Sophie,  on  boaid  of  wbitjt 
he,  his  Isdy,  and  traveling  companions  embarked  fin-  Frsnce, 
wbila  the  body  of  the  deceased  daughter,  which  had  Inen  em- 
batmwl,  for  &M  purpose  of  conveying  it  lo  Saiat-Point,  whero 
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^e  faid  expres»ed  her  dying  wishes  to  be  ioterred,  wu  mnfided 
U  VAlctate. 

The  joanml  waa  not  resnmed  for  fonr  mouthi  after  the  death 
of  the  lost  and  hmeated  Julia;  and  he  writes: — "At  break 
of  day,  OQ  the  15tli  of  April,  1B33,  we  quitted  the  house  in 
which  Jalia  had  Mnbraced  as  for  the  last  time  aod  left  ns  for 
heHTen.  I  kissed  the  floor  of  her  chamber  a  thonsuid  times, 
and  stoeped  it  with  my  Ceara,  (br  it  ia  to  me  a  saialed  rsEc.  I 
stili  beheld  her  in  every  part  of  it." 

We  hare  already  briefly  alEuded  to  Lamartjne's  poGticd  aspi- 
ralioDs,  and  bis  want  of  soccess  with  the  eooBtitaencies  of 
Tonloa  and  DDHkirit.  H«  learned,  however,  when  U  Jero' 
■alem,  that  be  had  been  eleeted  deputy  for  the  Department 
of  the  North.  These  oew  duties  called  him  to  France ;  and 
now  oommemed  hie  political  career. 

It  was  on  the  4th  of  January,  1834,  that  be  first  appeared  in 
the  Iribaae,  in  a  discnnion  on  the  Addrese.  His  mends  and 
admirers  had  been  in  mnch  anxiety  as  to  his  conrso  as  a  poli- 
tician, and  his  success  as  an  orator.  It  was  not  believed  that  a 
mind  so  keenly  seasitife,  so  higibly  iroagtnatiTB,  and,  at  Aia  time, 
dODbly  to,  while  under  the  deepest  1ms  an  afTeetionale  natnre 
can  endure,  and  fall  of  all  the  impressions  which  his  sojourn  in 
(he  romantic  and  linpresave  clime  of  the  East  cottid  not  fail  to 
make  od  a  poetio  and  impasstoeed  fancy — it  was  not  credited 
diat  he  conld  narrow  his  mind  to  pwty  brawls  and  discussionv^ 
that  bis  towering  spirit  wonid  descend  from  "  its  pride  of  pkoa," 
and  mingle  with  the  squabbles  of  the  Chamber,  or  in  calculations 
on  the  <]oantity  ef  oil  exported,  or  the  amount  of  sugar  extract^ 
annually  fma  homegrown  beet-rooc 

Bat  th^  were  sooo  raasswed  by  the  masfer-mind  of  the  new 
deputy.;  Ue  poM  and  die  statesman  ascended  the  tribune  to- 
gether ;  and  tat  indefatig^te  friend  Janin  writes,  in  reference  to 
his  style  of  eloquence i — "That  tine  langnege  irf  his,  eren  in 
dealing  with  basinea*  interests,  remained  stiU  a  bnguags  apart. 
He  won  at  once  universal  admirstion  by  his  rapid  glance  over  a 
subject,  and  hi*  simple  mode  of  arriving  at  the  point ;  but  raor« 
than  all,  by  that  sustained  and  natural  tone  nt  elocpience  which, 
boTD  of  the  noblest  emotions  of  the  heart,  swept  on,  scattering 
araund  it  in  its  covrse  Ae  precious  treasures  of  a  fast  and  ex- 
alted undemanding.  Da  LemartiBe,  from  the  hi^  plaoe  of  the 
national  tribnne,  spoke  of  humanity,  tolerance,  and  cbaritT,  and 
of  die  frnteraal  boM  which  linliB  men  and  nations,  with  a  hoaTt- 
felt  eaniesuiess,  whicA  coociliated  all  die  empathies  of  all  who 
listened." 

Another  critic  »tai  of  him,  ••  He  fiiiw  over  the  Ohamber  of 
Deputies  some  of  the  rays  of  his  poetic^  crown." 

Lamartina  soon  bacame  a  valuable  mernber  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies;  and  allboagh  very  attentive  to  his  pariiamentary 
dntjes,  did  not  neglect  the  worship  of  his  eariier  years.  In  1835 
h«  pi^liihed  his  poera  of  Jbestyft— «  splendid  pomaitnre  of  feel 
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iBga  Hoai&ced  to  d«ty>  1°  ^l^i*  he  tuect,  -for  the  fint  tinw. 
dramatic  form  and  tuodern  hiatory ;  and  the  work  ia  deMiYodlf 
popular. 

Ttien  followed  La  CkuU  d'vn  Ange — a  second  e)Hsode,  in- 
spired by  big  Eastern  lemiDisceDGea  and  impulses ;  but  this 
had  not  the  popalarity  of  his  jR^riona  [H^uctioas-  Then  hia 
SteutiUeaunU  Pottiques  wen  pnblished,  remarkable  for  iia 
preface,  in  which  the  author  nlipeoda  poetr;  when  it  is  made 
more  than  the  relaxation  of  busy  life ;  pitjing  those  who  make 
it  the  boIb  occupation  of  esiateBce,  then  idle  ai^  usriass,  becanae 
•Dcial  labor  is  the  daily  and  obligatory  du^  of  efery  man  who** 
lot  ia  caat  in  with  the  peiila  and  benefit*  of  *ociet7. 

Od  entering  upon  his  fooctloa*  a*  deputy,  M.  da  Lamartine 
joined  the  ConsarraliTeB,  then  headed  by  Guixot.  A.  di**olution 
of  the  Chamber  taking  place,  he  was  elected  representatire  of 
Mftcon,  the  place  of  his  birth,  aod  hi*  name  and  influence  a*  a 
politician  rapidlj  increased,  On  all  queatiotie  relative  to  the  East 
be  displaj'ed  an  intimate  ecquvotanee  with  the  diplomacf  «xer- 
cised,  the  actual  position  of  men  and  things,  and  frequently 
developed  his  liews,  based  on  a  new  syslsm  of  policy,  which  he 
urged  upon  the  cabinets  of  Europe.  He  argued  strongly  and 
chivalrously  against  the  penalty  of  death  (we  shall  presently  see 
hi*  earnestoess  when  power  was  ia  his  hands),  and  in  a  cele- 
brated impromptn  speech  defended  classical  studies  against  the 
charges  brought  against  them  by  the  able'  champion  for  scientific 
ptirsuita — Arago,  Lamartine  gradually  formed  and  headed  a 
par^  in  the  Chamber,  which  was  styled  the  "  Parti  Social ;" 
and  be,  taking  a  lead,  soon  went  in  advance  of  Guizot  od  the 

Cgresa  of  social  questions;  thus  when  die  Coaservatire  party 
ame  stationary,  or  in  re^i^  retrwraded,  the  poet-stateinum 
■till  advaDced,  until  he  was  borne  by  we  rajud  |M:agress  of  event* 
from  royalism  to  repablicuiism — the  result*,  we  fully  believe,  of 
the  most  complete  sincerity  and  perfect  conviction.  He  dig- 
approved  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  king  Louis  Philippe  and 
his  ministers,  and  frequently,  as  a  friend  to  order  as  weJI  as  good 
government,  animadverted  upon  their  want  of  faith,  their  resiat- 
ance  to  progreaa,  their  utter  igoorance  of  the  slate  i^  society, 
and  their  rash  determination  to  make  do  timely  concessioos  to 
the  wants  and  requirements  of  the  people,  and  of  the  folly,  as 
well  a*  inutili^,  of  thinking  to  chedt  the  movement  which  the 
intelligence  of  society  had  begun,  vriiich,  propn^  contndled, 
vroold  strangtheD  the  state  ;  but  which,  repulsed,  wenM  «u*h 
king,  Arone,  and  institntions  beneath  it*  vast  and  overwhelming 
progress. 

In  bis  Voyage  en  OriaU,  he  thus  presented  hi*  practical  B7*teni 
to  the  BOcisI  world : — 

"  You  say  that  every  tbiog  dies,  and  tbnt  there  is  no  longer 
any  faith  or  belief; — there  is  a  faith;  this&illi  is  general  reason; 
bmguage  ia  its  organ,  the  in'ess  i*  its  apostle :  it  teeka  to  r»- 
coQstruot  in  it*  awn  image  religioB*,  ririiiaitlirni.  •OMetie*,  aod 
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legialatious.  It  seek*  in  religioD,  Ood,  ooe  Bttd  perf«ct,  M  Ha 
dogma;  aCernal  morality  aa  its  symbol;  adontion  aod  charity  m 
its  worship :  in  politics,  humaoity  above  all  DBtiooalitiea;  in  legis- 
latiOD,  niBD  equal  to  men,  msD  th«  brothera  of  men — UgUlative 
ChristianUy." 

The  latest  published  production  of  M.  de  Lamnrtino'i  lilarary 
pea  has  been  L'Bistoire  det  Girondint,  which  we  now  presenl 
to  our  readen  in  an  Enijish  dres*.  It  ia  wntten  with  remark- 
able ability,  and  with  an  impartiality  which  the  moat  bigoted  cwi 
not  foil  to  recognize.  A  thorongh  knowledge  of  the  subject  haa 
been  aided  by  that  spirit  of  philosophy,  that  power  of  analysis, 
and  ihat  keennesa  of  peDetratioo  which  are  characteriitici  of  the 
gifted  writer;  while  access  to  hitherto  unpuUished  docaments, 
and  private  details,  not  before  communicated,  have  euabled 
M.  de  Lamartine  to  oompose  a  hisEorkal  work,  which  rauat 
take  its  i^ace  to  every  library,  and  become  tho  text-book  foe 
facts,  as  it  is  an  example  of  purity,  Rre,  and  that  poetry  of  styke 
which  mark  and  dlgniiy  the  parliamentary  ontiona  of  ^e  writer. 
An  unaffected  reverence  for  the  Deity,  and  an  anawerving  kwe 
and  observance  of  the  tmtb,  are  every  where  conspicuoaa  in  the 
work  as  in  the  author ;  tho  work  has  been  widely  criticised  all 
over  Europe,  and  as  universally  approved. 

It  does  Dot  come  within  oar  province  hen  to  analysa  or 
criticize  the  volumes  in  detail ;  but  we  may  refer  to  the  ini~ 
pressiva  manner  in  which  the  writer  has  namted  die  histary' 
of  Charlotte  Corday,  and  the  care  he  haa  bestowed  on  the 
delineatiOD  of  Robespierre — his  erideut  earnestneaa  to  atat« 
nodtine  but  the  truth  ;  his  desire  to  place  that  remarkable  man 
in  all  the  phases  of  1^  character — domestic,  social,  and  political, 
enthusiastic  and  constant,  self-denying  and  sanguioary — before 
die  reader,  so  that  '•  nothing  may  be  extenuated  nor  aught  set 
down  in  ninlioe." 

It  has  been  stated  that  M.  de  LamarliDe  is  engaged  on  a 
HUloiTe  du  Ctmstituanti,  which,  chroDoloribally  (from  1789  to 
1791),  wouM  precede  L'HUtoiTt  da  Girondint.  The  choneter 
of  Mirabeau,  which  he  has  but  lightly  antf  referentiolly  aketched 
iu  the  lirst  volume  of  L'Hutoire  du  Girondint,  will  give  ample 
scope  to  his  lucid,  pers{w;u«iia,  and  emphatic  style,  and  masMdy 
delineation. 

There  is  announced  for  immediate  pubticatioD,  in  "  L.B  Praosa," 
a  uew  work  by  M.  de  Lamartioa,  to  be  entitled  Confideneet,  and 
which  purprals  to  be  the  autobiography  of  the  iUnstrions  author. 
A  trauslatMn  of  ^lis  work  will  be  published  iu  the  "  Standard 
Library,"  of  which  the  Hittory  of  the  GironduU  forms  three 
volumes,  and  die  production  wiU  be  unquestionably  one  of  deep 
interest,  especially  if  the  writer  adds  an  Appeodix  of  the  recent 
eientg  in  France,  of  which  fiun-inn  par*  magna  fui,  may  well 
form  the  epigraph. 

This  Memoir,  however  brief  in  ouantiQr  and  scBntr  in  maXa- 
rials,  would  be  more  incomplete  if  wo  ftHai  to  odd  a  tkMA 
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of  the  RaTohitioD  of  Fflbnuuy  23,  24,  25,  and  26,  1646,  in  Pane, 
WkI  more  pvticulBrly  of  tfae  promiDent  part  ossaniod  bj  M.  do 
Lamertine.  ^ 

Ths  sovernmeDt  of  FraDce,  led  by  M.  Guizol,  interdictod 
reform  banqueta  in  Parii.  The  oppoflition  deputies — among 
iriiom  OdiloQ  Barrot  vna  the  most  conspkuoas,  and  who  as- 
■nrodly  contemplated  nothing,  at  most  but  a  cfaaoge  of  miaistrj 
which  ahonld  place  M.  Thiers  or  Count  MoU,  one  or  both,  at  the 
bead  of  affain — still  determinsd  on  having  Ais  banqaet,  which 
had  been  postponed  from  Sanday,  20th,  to  Tneiiday.  39d  of 
Febraaiy,  and  it  was  aniwnnced  to  take  ptaco  in  the  Champa 
EljabBi.  To  this  die  govemment  intended  to  offer  no  resiat- 
ance,  bejond  placing  a  peace  officer  at  tbe  entrance,  who,  haTing 
fwrnallf  objected  to  the  meeting,  was  then  to  withdraw,  ana 
ministera  intended  to  bring  the  lenlity  or  illegality'  of  antb 
-meeting  before  the  Law  Conrta.  Before  this,  the  managing 
committee  iMned  a  fresh  programme,  bj  which  the  dopntiea 
ware  to  meet  in  the  Place  de  la  Madeleine  between  eloTen  and 
twelve  o'clocb.  and  the  other  gnests  ui  the  Place  de  la  Coocorde, 
and  thence  to  proceed  to  the  place  appointed.  Ten  thonMnd 
national  guards,  in  uniform  but  unarmed,  were  to  line  the  route 
in  double  lils  to  the  Arc  de  Triomphe  at  the  further  extremi^ 
of  the  Champs  Eljs^ea.  It  was  alas  annonneed  that  only  one 
tout  would  be  Eiven,  "Reform  and  the  right  of  Meedog,"  in- 
trodncfld  by  a  anort  address  from  Odilon  Barrot.  The  meeting 
and  the  national  guard  were  then  to  disperse.  On  Sunday  the 
gnests  BOtouDted  to  two  thousand,  including  eleven  peers  and 
one  himdred  deputies,  magistratea,  mombars  d{  conocilB-geoeral, 
Bod  prorincial  aepatations  from  the  sehoob  of  law  and  mede- 

Od  Monday  e*ening,  however,  the  utmost  excitenMot  pre- 
railed,  by  the  annonnceroent  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  that 
As  goTernment  had  resoWed  on  prohlbitiog  the  banquet ;  and  a 
prochmetion,  signed  by  the  prefect  of  police,  prohibiting  all  as- 
aemblios,  was  placarded  through  the  capital.  In  issuing  these 
orders,  tiie  gOTomment  declared  diat  the  committee,  by  direct- 
ing  the  national  guard  to  line  the  streets  and  to  march  in  pro- 
cession with  officers  at  their  bead,  had  contrareiied  the  law,  as 
no  one  but  their  superior  officer  or  the  minister  could  give  such 
order*.     It  waa  alao  illegal  to  arrange  a  [RticessioD  of  the  stu- 

General  Jacqueminot,  commandant  of  the  tmtiona]  guard,  also 
isaned  a  proehtmation,  prohibiting  their  attendance  at  the  ban- 
quet, unless  c^led  upon  by  their  chiefe. 

On  Tnesday  morning  (SSd)  the  committee  of  the  banquet 
published  a  manifesto,  renouncing  the  meeting,  recommending, 
at  the  same  time,  order  and  submissiou.  Meanwhile  the  oppo- 
sition deputies  declared  their  intention  of  impeaching  the  cabinet, 
and  that  if  that  motion  were  Mgatited,  Ihey  would  resign  their 
fanetiODs  aa  depniia*. 
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MKHOUt   OP   H.    DE   ] 
The  garriaoDB  aS  Paris  were  increaaed  to  oat  hundred  thooHod 

At  an  early  hour  on  Tuesday  mornmg  troopa  were  iD  motion 
ID  every  direcCioii ;  and  in  the  Place  de  la  Coijconle  (now,  ones 
again,  Place  de  la  Revolutiool  waa  a  body  of  5000  or  6000  iodi- 
ndnalB,  who  retired  quietly  oefore  a  body  of  chawaurs,  utigiDg 
the  " MarstMaise,"  aod  crying  '■  Ftce  loi  JRtforme!"  "A  bat 
ChiUot!"  "A  bai  VHtmme  dt  Gand" 

This  body,  about  eleTsii  o'clock,  waat  in  a  denie  mass,  lingieg 
the  "  MarseUlaMe,"  to  the  hotel  of  H.  Gniiiot,  where  uiey 
tlirow  stones,  aod  made  a  veit  nproar.  A  body  of  monicipal 
snard  entered  the  court-yard,  wbere  they  deliberuely  loaded 

In  the  Rue  Sl  Bonis,  Rub  St.  Mnrtin,  aod  other  places,  the 
people  beg&Q  to  form  barricBdee,  and  renconntera  ensued  between 
the  troopa  and  the  people,  aome  of  whom  were  wouoded. 

The  mnrlieta,  tba  Place  de  la  Concorde,  the  Place  da  Clir- 
ronsel,  the  Boulevards,  the  Rue  St.  Houor^,  and  an  immense  num- 
ber of  other  streets  and  places  were  occupied  by  the  mwps— ^ 
in  fiict,  the  whole  of  Paris  was  occupied  as  if  civil  war  bad 
been  every  where  raging.     The  troops  remuued  under  arms  all 


niAt. 


During  the  night  all  the  barricades  thrown  ap  were  de- 
molished. 

Od  Wedoesday  large  combers  of  the  populace  were  under 
arms,  and  rebuilding  the  barricades.  Some  skirmishes  toi^ 
place.  At  eleven  o'clock  a  body  of  the  munioipal  guard  were 
about  lo  charge  a  group  of  inoffensive  oitizens,  when  the  third 
legion  of  the  oatioDol  guard  interfered,  and  prevented  the  ahed~ 
diiur  of  blood. 

The  Place  Carrousel,  the  Place  de  la  Coocorde.  the  bridges, 
and  every  otlier  place  in  the  neighboiiiood  of  the  Tuileiiee,  were 
crowded  with  troops,  and  foity  pieces  of  cannon  were  on  the 
Esplanade  of  the  HAtel  des  Involidea. 

At  three  o'clock  a  deputation  of  the  ftfficere  of  the  national 
guard  went  to  the  Tuileries,  to  demand  that  the  ministry  should 
be  dismissed,  when  they  were  toE  by  General  Jacqaemint^ 
their  commander,   that  the  ministiy  had  given  in  its  resigns 

The  intelligence  of  the  resignatiou  of  the  ministry  spread  like 
wildfire  through  the  city,  and  was  every  where  received  imth 
every  demonstration  of  joy. 

The  Chamber  of  Beputies  met  on  Wednesday.  Tho  mem- 
bers of  the  Left  mustered  strong. 

M.  Guizot  said  that  the  King  had  that  moment  sent  for  Couot 
Mole,  to  charge  him  vnth  the  reconstruction  of  a  cabinet.  While 
the  present  ministers  continued  in  office  (added  M.  Oniiot), 
they  would  cause  order  to  be  respected.    The  sitting  was  tbrni 
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Oa  Tbartday  moraios  it  wu  endeot  that  tli«  change  of 
miDistiy  would  not  satisfy  the  people ;  and  the  Kinf;  was  re 
qainid  to  abdicate  in  favor  of  the  Count  de  Parti,  under  the 
regency  of  the  DuchesB  of  OrlaaiiB.  The  regency  of  the  Dnka 
de  Nemoun  would  not  be  listened  to.  After  this  it  was  notified 
that  M.OdUoQ  Bantit  had  been  cominiHiouedtoform  a  miaistrf, 
Imt  there  soon  followed  a  pToclauiBtion  that  the  King  had  abdi- 

AU  the  militaTy  pgsta  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Seine  were 
diBarmed  and  occupied  by  aati<niBl  guards  and  men  of  the  people. 
The  troops  baring  evacuated  the  TuilBries,  the  palace  was  im- 
mediately occupied  by  the  iasuif  ents,  who  seized  on  the  thronOi 
which  was  carried  in  procesaion  through  the  streets,  and  nlti- 
moteiy  smashed  to  pieces.  A  complete  sock  took  place  at  the 
Palais  Kojal,  the  private  property  of  Ijouis  Philippe,  and  all  the 
farniture  was  taken  out  and  burned. 

A  provisional  government  was  then  formed,  M.  de  LaQiartine 
being  appointed  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs ;  and  the  following 
H  the  &M  manifesto  issued: — 


-PaOCLAMATION  OP  THE  PaOVTSIONAL  GOVBUNUBirP 

"  To  T>I  FunCB  FlOFLE, — 

"A  retragTBds  GursnuneDt  hM  been  orertimied  hy  the  heroism  of  tbe 
people  (/Paris. 

"niiiOovemineiit  hu  Bei,  leaving;  bebind-it  tncei  of  blood,  whicb  will 
fbrever  Gurbid  it<  retam. 

"  TIm  blood  of  die  people  baa  flowed,  u  in  Jnlv ;  bot,  baprrilj,  it  bu  not 
been  >hed  in  vain.  It  b»»  aecured  ■  naHonil  ma  popolir  Qovemment,  in 
•coordaiice  with  tba  rights,  the  pFogrcii,  and  the  will  of  thli  gnat  and 
generous  people. 

"  A  PravisiDnel  Goverament,  at  the  eaU  of  the  people  and  sohib  dapaties 
in  the  liltiiiK  of  the  91th  ot  FebmBry,  ii  for  the  moioeut  iuveited  with  the 
eve  of  organliinz  and  lecnring  the  national  victory.  It  is  compoied  of 
UM.  Dapoot  da  rEare,  Lemanine,  Cremieni.  An^  Ledm-Kollin.  and 
Gaiiuer.PBgBa.     The  aecrecarien  to  thii  OoTernment  are  UM.  Annand, 


which  Che  uatioaal  sovereignty  ihaQ 


Uarraat,  Looia  Blanc,  and  Ferdmand  I 
poied  apon  them  by  the  nrgaw^  of  the  occaaioo, 

"  FreDchmso,  give  to  Ibe  world  the  Example  Faria  baa  given  to  France. 
Prepare  yoDraelvea,  by  order  and  coafldenco  in  yonraelvet,  for  the  inatita' 
tiooB  wbicb  are  abonl  to  be  given  yon. 

"  The  Proviaional  Qovsmment  deairea  ■  repnbUc,  pending  die  ratiBcation 
of  the  French  people,  wba  are  to  be  immediately  conanlled. 

'■  Neither  Uio  people  of  Parii  nor  [be  Provisional  GovarnniBQt  de»re  to 
aabstitnte  their  opinion  Kw  (he  opiniDna  of  the  r"*^ -*  ' ''— 

"L'umtt  de  la  nation,  fermed  benrebrth  of  aS  daasea  of  the  peqila 
which  Himpoie  it. 
"  The  goverament  of  the  nation  by  itMlC 
"  Libtrty,  equality,  sod  fi-atanuty  Ibr  ita 
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■  Tba  peopla  to  deriM  ana  to  mainMiik  Oder. 
"Soohii  the  democratic  gDvemmaatwUdiFnuMie  owei  to  bi 
•vhliA  OUT  eSiirta  irill  umnro  to  her. 
"Socbare  theSnt  BCMoftbePnivUkinal  Qoremmeat. 

(Kgiwd)  "DnroKT  {am  i.'Biu). 

LlDB([.ItoI.LIH. 


Carrot. 
Cataohio. 
QattniB-PAaH." 
"  The  UtmtGipkl  Guard  la  dubanded. 

■The  pKitecdan  of  the  ciqr  of  Peril  la  oonfined  to  tha  ITatinal  Ihari, 
ndar  tiia  orden  of  If.  Coartaii. 

**  Tbeae  are  Ae  Gnt  acta  r£  the  Pnmnonal  Oovenumcnt. 
"  U.  Dtrroar  (di  l'Eiikb|,  ^«iid«it  of  the  CoaiidL 
If.  DB  LaHABTIHI.  Hiuiter  at  Foreign  AiFain, 
If-  Akaoo,  Mimatei  <:£  Marine. 
U.  CRIHim,  Hioiiter  of  Justice. 
General  Bid! AU,  M ioiiler  of  War. 
If .  Habic  Hiniaterof  Pabho  Wnka. 
H.  Lkdhd-Eollin,  Miniiter  d'  the  Intsrior. 
H.  BiTBBOHT.  Umiater  of  Commeroe. 
H.  Carkot,  Minister  of  Pablic  Inatnictkin. 
M.  OoDDCFAD^t,  Miniater  oTPinaoces, 
H.  QABi'itELpAoia,  MajOT  of  Pang. 
M.  BacTUBT,  Adjoint. 
U.  Oednahii,  A^oIdC. 
General  CASiCQtiAC,  Governor  of  Alglera. 

Saneral  nt  Court  lis.  Commandant-QBDeral  of  NatiDoal  Ovaida. 
"The  other  minora  are  provisionalt;  retained,  aa  well  aa  the  adjcdnta 
Ader  the  aaiue  of  laayora-ujointa  of  arnndiBBBineat. 

of  Police  la  nnder  the  orders  of  the  Uajor  of  Parii,  and 
id  onder  aDoCberbilL 


Comaiandaiit  OC  the  National  Guard  of  Paria." 

Other  jwocbuDBtioD 
At  the  sitling  of  the 
Lamartitie  spoke  aa  followi :- — 

"  Qantlemen  -.  I  aharod  in  the  aentimenla  of  grief  which  jnat  now  Stated 
tMa  aaaemUy  in  beholding  the  moat  affiioting  spectacle  that  hnman  annab 
can  preietit — that  of  a  Pruceaa  conung  forward  tritb  herinnORent  aon,  after 
baring  quitted  her  deaertad  palace,  to  place  henelf  ondar  the  piotection 
of  the  aaiion.  But  if  I  ahared  in  tiiat  teitiDiony  of  reapect  for  a  great  mla- 
Avtnne.  T  also  ihare  in  the  aolicitade' — in  the  admiration  which  ttut  peeple, 
now  fighting  dnring  two  daya  a^inst  a  perfidiooa  GwremBient  (or  tha  por- 
Boae  ure-eitabiiahing  order  and  lihert;.  onght  to  inapin.  (Omtf  applame 
from  the  triiuMi.)  Let  aa  not  deceive  oanelTca— let  ni  not  imagine  that 
as  acclamatioa  in  Ihia  Chambar  oan  replace  the  co-operation  of  39,000.000 

of  men.    Whatever  (rovemmant  be  eata'-"-'— '  '-  -■- ' —  '• *  ^ 

eanxoted  by  aolid  deflnitiTe  goaranteea  I 
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At  this  momenE  a  violent  and  impemtiTe  knocking  was  heard 
at  the  door  of  an  uppar  tribune,  which  was  not  eutirelj  tilled. 
Od  the  door  being  opened,  a  number  of  men  rushed  in,  wull  pro- 
Tided  with  arms,  and  who  appeared  to  have  just  come  from  a 
combat.  Several  of  them  forced  their  way  to  the  front  seats, 
and  painted  Iheir  muskets  at  the  deputies  below-  Some  of  these 
weapons  were  also  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  royal  party. 

Immediately  the  persons  near  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  who 
was   present   in    the  Chamber,   seemed   to  address   her   ener- 

Stically,  and  a  moment  after  she  rose,  and,  with  bar  sons  and^ 
a  two  Princes,  quitted  the  Chamber  by  a  door  on  the  extreme 
left. 

M.  Snazet  at  the  same  moment  withdrew  from  the  president's 
chair,  and  nearly  all  the  deputies  who  had  remained  quitted  their 

The  Dext  instant  M.  Dupont  (de  TEureJ  took  possession  of  th« 
chair,  M.  de  Laraartine  and  Ledru-Rolfin  attempted  severally 
to  obtaio  a  hearing,  but  unauccesst'ully.  Severnl  of  the  national 
guards,  and  some  of  the  people,  also  made  similar  auempts.  bat 
without  effect.  A  cry  then  arose  in  oae  of  the.  tribunes  of  "  Let 
Liamartine  speak  I"  and  at  ooce  all  the  others  took  it  up. 

—A  ProTiaional  Government  will   be   at 


once  proclaimed.     (Entkanattic  cries  of  "  Vive  Lamartine."] 

Other  voices.— The  names  •  the  names! 

M.  LEORn-RoLLis  (in  the  midst  of  the  noise) A  Proviaioniu 

Oovernmeot  can  not  be  organized  in  a  light  or  careless  manner. 
I  shall  read  over  the  names  aloud,  and  you  will  approve,  or  reject 
them,  as  you  thiok  At. 

In  the  midHt  of  shouts  and  cries  the  Hon.  deputy  read  out  the 
names,  but  nothing  could  be  heard.  Nearly  all  the  deputies  had 
by  this  time  departed,  and  the  national  guanis  and  the  people  had 
the  Chamber  «»  themselves, 

M.  Lkord-Rollin.— We  are  obliged  to  close  the  sitting  in 
order  to  proceed  to  the  seat  of  government. 

From  all  sides — "To  the  Hdtel-de-ViUe !  Vive  la  R^ub- 
Uque!" 

This  most  extraordinary  sitting  was  then  brought  to  a  coDclu 
aion  at  faar  o'clock. 
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The  people  withdrew  in  tlie  ntmoit  tamnlt. 

The  pTesse  saya  r— Five  times  during  the  day  (25th)  M.  de 
LaniBitine  aJdrewed  the  psople  Bs»amblad  under  the  windows 
oftbeHfltel-de-Viller— 

"  It  !■  thm  Chut  j-on  are  led  from  calomny  to  calnrony  Bgainst  tbe  men 
who  b»TB  devoted  rhennelvei,  head,  heart,  and  hresit,  to  give  von  a  red 
BepabJic-^he  Bflpnblii;  of  all  ri^ta,  all  inteceiti,  aod  all  the  legitimats 
righti  of  toe  people,    Yesteriay  yon  aiked  ni  to  n»orp,  in  the  n»nie  of  the 

E)ple  of  Paiii,  the  rights  of  33,000,000  of  men,  Co  vote  [hem  an  abaolata 
pablic,  initead  of  B^epnblic  inveated  with  the  Btrengtb  of  their  cod 
aeiiC;  that  ia  to  lay,  to  make  of  that  Kepnhlic,  imposed  and  not  comeoled 
die  will  of  a  part  of  the  people,  instead  of  the  will  of  the  whole  nation 
To-day  yon  demand  from  oa  the  red  Sag  initead  of  the  tri-color  one 
Citizens  1  for  my  part  I  iriU  ue>er  adopt  the  red  flu ;  and  I  will  explain  it 
a  word  why  I  will  oppose  it  with  all  the  strength  of  my  patriotiam  It  ii, 
cidzena,  booaqse  the  tri-color  flag  has  made  tha  toor  of  the  world,  under  the 
Republic  and  the  Empire,  with  oat  Ubertiea  and  onr  glnriea,  and  that  the 
red  Sag  has  only  made  Ae  toar  of  the  Champ ^de-Usm,  trained  ttanragb 
totreuti  of  the  btood  of  the  people." 

At  this  part  of  the  speech  of  M.  de  LaniBrtiDe.  after  a  moat 
btiguiog  uttjng  of  aiity  hours,  in  the  midst  of  bd  irritiited  crowd, 
every  one  was  auddenly  affected  by  bis  words;  hands  were 
clapped  and  tears  shed,  and  they  finished  by  embracing  him, 
shaiiiDj;  faia  hands,  and  beariog  him  in  triumph.  Ia  a  moment 
after,  freah  masses  of  peojile  arrived,  armed  with  sabers  and 
iMvonets.  They  knoclied  at  the  doors;  they  fiiled  the  lalUa. 
The  cry  was,  that  all  was  lost;  that  the  people  were  about  to 
6re  on  or  stiAe  the  membera  of  the  Provisiooul  Oovernment. 
M.  de  Lamartine  was  called  for.  He  was  supplicated  to  go 
once  more,  for  the  last  lime,  to  address  the  people,  He  was 
nised  on  a  step  of  the  staircnse ;  the  crowd  remained  for  half 
au  hour  without  conaentiDg  to  listen  to  him,  vociferating,  brand- 
ishing arms  of  all  liinds  over  his  bead.  M.  de  Lamartine  folded 
his  arms,  recommenced  his  address,  and  finished  by  sot^ning  and 
appeasing  the  people,  and  determimng  them  either  to  withdraw, 
or  to  bocome  themselves  the  safeguard  of  the  Provisional  Govem- 

On  Saturday,  the  26th,  the  Republic  was  officially  announced 
^  M.  d^Lamaniae,  sarrounded  by  the  other  membera  of  the 
Frovlsiooa)  Government  and  the  tour  secretaries.  M.  de  La- 
martine descended  the  steps  uf  the  great  staircase  of  the  Hdtel- 
de-Ville,  aod  pi'oseotiog  himself  in  front  of  the  edifice  with  a 
paper  in  his  band,  thus  expressed  himself: — 


iblio  haa  called  npon  At 

pSOplB  to  Wi 

neaa  its  gratilade 

tor  the  magnificent  national  co-operaCioa 

Which  baa  ju. 

fromlh^n^ 

"d'^^Nati^'o' 

uard.] 

"TbeProV 
to  anuonnce  i 

to  the  people  hero  i 

r.-.!S""- 

"  Royalty  i 
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»  Bitat  MlitiiMl  rigbti. 

KK  tboiti  wbo  ne  without  work.    (/«- 

"llig  nrrny  if  being  re«^*iiixed.  Tb*  NMtDUil  Oaatd  iuliiKAiU^ 
Diiitei  itielT  with  ths  people,  n  m  to  praDiptly  raMora  order  with  tli* 
■■me  htnd  llut  had  ool;  the  preooding  mouoDt  coiiqnsred  ooi  libsrty. 
(Senewed  aedamatiiint.] 

"  FiDallr,  Gendenieii,  the  FroTiiiousl  QoTenuneiit  wu  wuioiu  to  ba 
lluir  the  bskrar  to  voo  of  the  lut  decree  it  bu  Aiolved  on  ■affiignedin 
Ail  mamonbla  nttmg — thit  is,  (he  BboUtioa  of  the  penalty  of  death  for 
poUtlctl  matteiv.    {UnanimoHt  bravei.) 

"Tbia  1(  the  DnUeal  decree,  Qen^emen,  that  he*  ever  iiliied  from  the 
moothi  of  a  poople  the  d&y  after  their  victory.  ('  Yet,  yal')  It  ja  tbe 
cbancter  oT  the  Freoch  Diituia  which  eacapei  ia  ana  ipaatuuioai  cry  fnaa 


id  I  will  DOW  read  it  to  yoa.    There  ii  unt  a  more  beoaiiDg  bomaga 


3,  ys ,-  brano:)    We  have  bronght  il 

toyoo.    There  il  no*  a  more  b 

to  ■  people  than  the  ipectacfe  of  ill  own  maguauimitj." 

At  tbe  coDcliuion  of  thii  msDifeatatioD  the  ProvUiooal  OoTem 
meat,  iiccompciiiied  hy  the  uDtmimoas  acclamuioaa  of  the  iddh- 
mereble  popuhtioa  who  corered  ths  Plnce  of  the  Hdtel-de- Ville, 
wu  agBiD  called  Dpoii  to  receive  aaaw  the  consecration  of  the 
popular  Totce,  pren  to  them  bf  a  crowd  of  citizens,  national 
gOBtda,  atndenta,  and  seholart. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Proviatonat  GoTernment  was  for- 
mally to  abolish  pnnishineot  of  death  for  political  offences. 

Sttbaequently,  and  in  »eiy  few  days  after,  M.  de  Lamartiiw 
Uanad  the  fbUowiug — 


"Sr, — Yon  an  aware  of  tfa*  OTenta  in  Parii,  of  Uie  victory  of  the  people, 
dmr  hemiaia,  their  modeiatioo,  their  tranqoillity.  and  re-eitabliahnent 
of  order  t^  the  concurrenae  of  all  the  citiieiu,  ■■  it  in  tiiii  iDlerregnon 

"Tbo  French  revolution  hal  Ihni  jnit  arriveij  at  its  definite  period, 
France  ii  a  Republic,  the  French  lUpablic  does  not  rer^ire  to  be  recoc- 
niied  to  exiit;  it  ipriDei  from  a  naloral  right,  it  it  a  national  right.  Itu 
the  will  of  a  great  naciDii  which  ouly-demandi  ita  title  from  itiel£  The 
French  BepuElid,  however,  de.iring  to  enter  into  the  family  of  tho  already 
inititated  govemmenli  ai  a  regular  power,  aad  not  ai  a  phenomenon  that 
diaOuba  Enrapean  order,  it  is  reiiotnte  thet  yoa  ahonld  promp^y  iatorm  the 
goremment  to  wUcb  yon  are  accredited  of  Itie  prineiplea  BUd  tendeaciei 
which  will  hencetcrtb  direct  the  external  policy  of  toe  French  govern- 

"The  proclamation  of  Ae  Frencb  republic  ii  not  an  act  of  aggrcuioD 
agaiut  any  form  of  government  in  the  world.  Formi  of  govcnuQent  poiiesa 
a  divenity  aa  legltiEnate  b4  the  divenity  of  character,  of  geognpbical 
litaalion,  and  of  inlellectnal,  moral,  and  material  development  among  the 

govern  them  have  inoceaiiva  phaJei.  Monarchical,  Ariilocra^  Conatita- 
tional,  and  Bepablicaa  Qorenunenta.  are  tite  eipreaaion  of  theae  dilfereBt 
degree*  of  matorily  in  the  gnoiaa  of  die  people. 

"  They  demand  more  lilwrt;  in  propoitian  ai  the;  feel  theouelvei  nure 
capable  of  lupportiDg  it  j  Aoy  reqaire  nore  eqaelity  and  democracy  in  pro- 
portioii  aa  they  aremoreinapu^  witlijaaticaaadlaveoftfaepBC^le.  Thia 
il  a  qneation  of  time.  A  people  loae  themaelvei  by  anticipaEiiig  this  mita- 
ri^,  aa  Aaj  4iabnur  dienia^vea  b;  aUowi^  it  to  eacapa  withoat  aeiataig 
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tt.    tfonuch;  Dod  B«}iiiblicuiiam  ve  not  is  tba  «;«  of  Irae  i  ._ 

•bftalate  priDciplea  vfhiah  mortally  oppcHe  each  other ;  they  ar«  facta,  wbicb 

prehendm^  snd  reapectin^  each  other, 

"  W^ar,  theD,  U  not  die  principle  of  the  Frsncfa  Estidatioii,  ai  it  became 
it!  i^rioDS  and  fatal  nsoeBaity  in  17Sa.  BatweealTSl  and  184S,  there  ia 
half  a  ceatary.  Tu  retnni,  after  half  a.  eentory,  to  the  piincl^i  irf' 179X,  or 
Is  the  principle  of  aoaqaeat  of  (he  Empire,  woold  not  ba  lu  uvance,  bat  to 
retrognde  with  regud  to  time.    The  RemlatioD  of  yaiterday  i*  a  atep  in 

march  to  fraternity  and  to  peace. 

the  French  B.epnbl)cinl7S2  explained  the  naoesii^ 

I  which  esiiC  betffeea  that  epoch  of  oar  biatorr,  Ud 
I  now  tie.,  exptaioi  the  nECeaaity  of  peace.    lieao 
apply  yoanelf  to  comprebend,  and  Co  make  tfaem 
miaeniooa  annna  yoo. 

"iDllBa,  the  nation  wai  not  anited.  Two  paopla  ciiited  apon  tfaeaame 
territury.  A  terrible  atrnggle  WBJ  idll  pniioiiged  between  the  daaiea  di>- 
poaaeaaed  c£  (heir  privilegaa,  and  dnaa  which  had  eenqaered  equality  and 
liberty.  The  diapoeseiied  claaaei  Baited  With  captiTe  royalty,  and  with 
tbejaaloiu  foreigner  to  refnae  f  ranoa  iCa  revolatiaB.  and  to  aobatitBte  In  iM 
place  monarchy,  ariautcracy,  and  (hsocracy,  b^  inTUlaL  There  are  now 
DO  loagar  diatiuct  and  HBeqnal  claaaea.  Liberty  hai  eDfrinebiaed  all. 
BiIDaiity  haa  leveled  every  thing  in  the  eyei  of  tbe  law.  Fratemily,  the 
ai^icacioii  of  which  we  proclaim,  and  the  benefila  of  which  the  National 
iaaombly  will  unn  organiio,  i*  about  to  unite  every  one.  There  ia  ml  i 
aiugle  cidaen  in  France  to  wbuever  opinion  ha  may  belong,  who  doe*  not 
ral^  roand  the  principle  of  (be  coonCry  beibre  every  thing,  aul  who  doea 
not  render  her,  by  (hie  onicHi  itielC^  piriof  againat  the  attains  and  alarma 

■■  In  170!,  it  wu  DDt  the  entire  people  who  had  en(ered  into  poaieaiioD 
of  their  government :  it  warn  the  middUng  olaaa  only  wiae  daiired  to  nar 
oise  liberty  and  to  eiyay  it  Tbe  trinmph  of  tbe  niddle  claaa  waa  then 
egotiitical,  aa  ia  tbe  triumph  of  every  t^nrchy.  It  dedred  to  retain  for 
itaelf  alCHle  tbe  ri^M  conquered  by  all.  It  belioTed  it,  for  tbia  porpoae.  lo 
operate  a.  grand  diveraion  to  the  aooeaaLUii  of  tbe  people,  by  precipitatiag 
tbsm  toward  the  field  of  battle,  (o  prevent  tbem  from  taking  poa«aaaiaa 


„  waa  not  that  of  the  i 

id  democrali,  who  deaired,  u  we  do,  the  aiucere,  oomplatei 
-Ign  of  the  people  (hemaalvag,  compreheoding,  onder  that  Di 
a,  witboHt  eulDiioii  and  witb«it  preference,  of  which  the  >u 


enliRht 

ia  composed. 

"  In  1791^  the  people  were  bat  tbe  initromentB  of  tbe  Bevolatiae,  they 
were  not  it*  olnecC.  To-day  tbe  aevolation  haa  been  afiected  by  the 
people  aod  lor  tbesi. 

"In  enterisq  into  il;  they  bring  to  it  (heir  new  carea  of  labor,  iodnitfy. 
inatractioa,  agncoltiire,  commerce,  morality,  contentment,  propriety,  cheap 
living,  navigadon,  and  laatly,  of  civilization,  which  are  all  ^e  neceaaariea 
of  peaoel    The  people  and  peace  ere  one  and  tbe  aama  word. 

"  In  1703,  die  ideaa  tf  France  and  of  Bnrope  were  not  prepared  to  oom- 
prehend,  and  Co  accept,  the  grand  harmony  of  nationa  between  themaelvea, 
aa  a  benefit  to  tbe  boman  race.  The  thought  of  the  paat  age  exiaCed  only 
in  the  beada  of  a  few  pbiLoaophera.  To-day  phiLotophy  ia  popqlar.  Fif^ 
yeara  of  liberty  to  IbiaK.  to  apeak,  and  to  write,  have  produced  (beif  reaolt. 
Booki,  newepaperi,  aod  tbe  aeaace'a  meatinpa  have  rained  £tin>pSBa  in- 
telligence (a  i(a  highesC  piCcti.  Reaaon,  ahiuing  every  whdre,  beyood  (he 
Umiu  of  naCiona,  haa  creaCed  among  their  mitula  (his  grand  iiiiellec(aal 
nationality,  which  vrill  be  (he  copesCone  irf'  tbe  French  Revolation.  and  the 
ooatitnlion  of  iatematioiial  A-atani»  all  over  the  globe, 

"LaM^,  In  UKt,  libeity  wu  •  Bovcdty,  vqaA^  >  loandal.  and  tb» 
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lis  m  pfciblem.     lie  rigfati  oT  Iks  people,  eoucely  duooroiad  by 

sD,  UoaMMium.  ind  SoBwan,  ware  n  fergntteu,  hidden,  uid  piO' 

by  Ibe  old  leedd  dynMty  tnd  luserdoUl  trmditioiu.  that  the  moiC 

ule  iaterference  of  the  peniJe  in  their  aSkin  appeared  a  maniiroiity 

die  old  Khool      UemcKTacy  aude  ttnneB  and  tbe  Ibuoda- 

M  tmnbte  at  the  nme  time.    To-dav  Ibnmei  and  nationi 

I  to  the  nvKto,  to  the  lowmt,  and  to  Hie  re§;cilar  a^talioot 

repnWie, 
g  matured  nalioni.     They  will 
ibeity;   tbey  will  acknowledge 
pnbUc,  Dot  only  better  order,  bnt  more 
le  order  ia  dtii  gOTemmeat  of  all  for  ill  than  in  Ae  goveromEDt  of  a  few 

"But.  excIaaiTe  of  tbaae  diaintereited  eoaalderatioDi,  the  tatareit  akne 
of  the  cofuolidation  and  the  dnrUioD  of  die  repablio  would  inspire  the 
■tBt«mea  of  France  with  dwo^ti  of  peace.  It  i«  not  the  coonlty  whi«h 
nma  the  peatast  daa^  in  war,  it  ii  liberty.  War  ia  almoit  uwayi  t 
dktnMnhip ; — aoMierB  IbiKet  inititntioni  for  men ; — threnea  tempt  die  am- 
Inlioai ; — gto?  daulei  palriotiim.  The  pmlin  of  a  ghiriaoi  name  Teili 
tba  doclgD  on  saHonal  aDTeieinty;  the  repablic  tlonbtleaa  deairei  ^arj, 
bnt  afae  denrea  it  fcc  haneIC  and  not  £ir  Cuira,  or  Mapoleou. 

"  Do  not,  however,  deeeiTe  yonnelf ;  theae  idaea  which  the  Prorltiooal 
aeremment  divge  yon  lo  praaent  to  the  powen,  ai  a  pledge  for  Stawean 
aeourUy,  have  not  tor  diair  ol^ecc  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  the  repablic  fw'iti 
audacity  in  daring  to  aprin^  to  life,  stiJl  leii  to  ine  humbly  for  the  poaltim 

ct^-^  prevant  them  from  in- 
I  character  of  oar  RerolntioD,  hat 
ta  beatow  tne  %bt  and  a  Jnat  appearance  apon  die  event ;  to  give,  in 
abort,  fome  pladgv*  to  hnnutdly,  beiora  giving  them  to  onr  rigbu  ud  onr 
luBor,  ifdi^  were  mianudenlood,  or  threatened. 

"  nia  Tnaidb  aepnblic,  then,  will  not  provoka  war  witfa  any  one :  it  hai 
no  need  to  (ay  tiiat  it  will  accept  it,  ahould  oonditioui  likely  to  cenae  war 
be  Impoaed  npm  Ou  French  people.  The  idea  oT  the  men  who  govern 
Pranoe  at  preient  ia  diia  i — that  Franoa  wilt  be  fbmnate,  if  war  ahoald  be 
declared  againit  her,  and  ahe  be  thna  conaeninad  to  increaae  in  power  and 
rion-,  in  apile  of  her  moderatiool  A  terrible  reaponnbility  for  Franca, 
If  the  repnblie  itielf  deelarea  war  witboat  being  provoked  to  it  I  In  tbe 
flrat  oeie  her  martial  genioi,  ber  impatieace  of  action,  and  her  force  diat 
haj  been  augmented  by  lo  many  yean  of  peace,  would  rendM'  ber  in- 
vincible at  home,  dreaded,  perhapa,  beyond  her  froatien.  Jn  the  Boooai 
caie,  aha  wonld  t^im  againat  haraelf  the  remembrance  of  her  conqaeata, 
warp  tbe  affection  of  nationality,  and  oompromiae  her  firat  and  moat  nni- 
renal  alliance— the  epirit  of  the  people  and  tfas  genioa  of  civilization. 

"  After  dieae  piinciplea,  Uonaianr,  which  are  the  principle)  of  Prance, 
after  cahn  reflection— principlBa  ivluoh  abe  can  preaent  -without  fear  and 
tHthoot  defiance  to  her  frimtda  and  to  bar  eiwmiea — yoa  will  do  well  to  im- 
preaa  on  yonr  mind  the  fbllowbg  deolaratlona ; — 

"The  Irestiee  of  IStSao  longer  exiataa  a  right  in  die  eyoa  of  the  Vrenbh 
Bepnblio;  oevettheleBa  the  territorial  limiU  of  theae  treatiea  are  a  fad 
whioh  ahe  admtti  aa  a  biiii,  and  u  a  point  of  departure  in  her  reUtioni 
with  other  nations.  Bat  if  the  traatiea  of  1815  exiat  no  longer,  aave  aa 
^ta  to  be  tDOdtfled  by  general  a^ement,  and  if  the  republic  opealy  de- 
elarea tiiat  it  haa  the  right  and  nuaaion  lo  attain  regularly  and  pacifically 
theae  modiGcationii,  the  good  aenae,  tba  moderation,  the  oonaeienoe,  aM 
the  pmdence  of  the  republio  exiat,  and  are  fbr  Eorape  a  better  and  more 
honorable  guarantee  than  the  latten  of  tfaoae  treatiea  it  ao  often  violated  or 
modiBed- 
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tml  dui  Iffl^  dveiantioB  pamttmot  iMMhuig  isuoici]  tc  tb«  repafl  of 

"Thua.  we  openly  deelire :— If  the 


™'8wi'uerl»S!''c™r  frithfiil  Sy 


meiit  of  uf^AAdizement,  vhich  aha  u  [brming  at  boinB»  lo  lend  farther 
power  to  ^e  foflcea  of  democracjc  goTernpicDta  ^  if  the  jridepeadeDt  atatel 
of  luly  were  invaded  ;  if  limila  or  obstacles  were  imposed  upon  the ir  ia- 
torior  cbangei,  if  ibe  right  of  luiiliiig  among  thamsetveg  to  cODsolidate  aa 
Itkliui  coiuitty  w«ro  cwiteatad  hy  an  umed  hand— the  Freodi  ttepablio 
would  coDcaive  iCaelf  eDtillad  to  arm  itielf  Co  protsct  theae  legitimate 

republic,  yoa  seCt  baa  pasied,  at  the  first  atep,  the  era.  of  proacripciona  and 
dictatonhipa.  It  ia  decided  oeTcr  to  oonoeal  Uberty  at  home.  It  is  eqaall; 
decided  aaver  to  vail  iM  democnttic  principle  abroad.  It  will  allow  no  ibm 
tointerCare  betweeo  the  pacific  halo  of  ita  liherty  and  the  regard  of  OktioiU. 
It  prnclaims  itself  the  iotellecnial  aad  cardial  ally  of  all  the  nghcs.of  all  the 

who  desire  to  live  andsr  the  aamo  principle  as  its  own.  It  will  mahg  no 
aeoret  oroDflgatioo  or  iocendianein  acoong  its  ueigbbon.  It  knows  that  no 
liber^  la  dQF^hle.  sare  tbat  which  ia  btm  upon  ita  own  gnnnda.  Bat  it 
wiU  cxercue,  by  tfae  light  of  ita  ideaa.  andhy  the  apectacle  of  Ibe  order  and 
peam  which  it  bDfWB  lo  diaplay  to  ths  world,  the  aole  and  boseaC  proaelyt- 
Miu — the  proaeiytiBm  of  Mteem  and  aympathy. 

"  W«  deaire,  tor  hnratnity'a  aake,  out  peace  ahonld  be  peierved.  We 
hope  it  alao.  One  only  qoeation  of  war  had  bean  a^caled.  a  year  a^ 
between  France  and  England.  It  was  not  repnbliean  France  which 
eatihliahed  ihia  warlike  qoeation,  it  was  the  dynasty.  That  dynasty  beara 
with  it  tbat  danger  of  war  to  which  it  had  given  birth  in  Earopo,  by  the 
wholly  pemaal  ambition  of  ita  family  alliancei  in  Spain.  Thua  thu  do- 
mestic policy  of  Che  fallen  dynasty,  which  weighed  for  aeventeen  year* 
opoo  oar  national  dignity,  weighed  down,  at  the  aame  time,  by  ita  proten- 
aiona  to  another  crown  at  Madrid,  oar  liberal  allianoea  and  peace.  The 
republic  has  no  ambition.  The  repoblic  has  no  nepotism.  It  does  not 
inherit  the  pretenaiona  of  a  family.  Let  Spain  govern  itaelf ;  let  Spain  be 
independent  and  tree.    France,  ibf  the  aoltdity  ot  Ihia  natural  alliauoe, 

c^tbe  bonas  of  Boni^on ! 


Bvariably  be  the  cbaractei  of  Uie  frank,  firm,  and  moderate  policy  which 
ill  have  lo  reprei  '        ' 


a  of  the  repoblic    Such  will 

""I  moderate  policy  w*"'"^ 

need  at  ita  birth,  ai 


the  midst  of  the  beat  of  a  contest  oat  pmvoked  by  the  people,  three  '  .  __. 
which  bare  invested  its  aool,  and  which  will  call  down  np™  its  cradle  the 
beoodictiona  of  Ood  and  of  man — Liberty.  Eqnalily,  and  Fratoraiiy.  She 
gave  on  the  tallowing  day.  by  the  aboTitioa  of  pain  of  death  in  political 

""""        "■'""  " "ary  of  these  three  worda  at  home;  give  tbem 

abroad.  The  sense  of  these  three  words,  ap- 
pued  CO  oar  ezlenor  relations,  is  thia :  eafrancbisement  of  Fiance  from  the 
chaina  which  confined  her  principles  and  dignity;  recovery  of  the  rank 
which  ahe  ought  to  occepy  in  the  scale  of  the  great  Earopean  powera; 

If  France  baa  Che  consciooaneas  of  her  part  in  the  liberal  and  civiliaing 
miaaion  ct  the  age.  there  ia  not  one  of  these  words  which  signifies  vor. 
If  Enrope  be  prndent  and  jnsC,  there  ia  not  one  word  which  does  not  be 


(Signedl  "  Luuafnst, 

"Menlier  of  the  PraviaiDnal  Government  of  the  Bepnblii^ 
•nd  IfioiaCer  of  Foreign  Afiaira." 
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XST  MBHOIB   or   H.   DB  LAHARTDTB. 

In  pumm,  M.  Alphome  ds  Lamirtine  w  aboat  6«e  feet  ten 
inches  in  height,  with  sharp  featarea,  oral  coantenance,  high 
and  eipansiTe  forehead,  thick  head  of  heir,  now  turniDE  KTbt, 
ptomiooat  brow,  dark  and  Bomenhat  deep-set  ejea,  Doble  look, 
ioDf  Doae,  thin  aod  rather  anhed,  a  wide  tnondi  and  thia  lipa, 
deeply  marked  at  the  aides,  a  long,  but  well-defined  chin,  and 
dark  complexion :  altogether,  the  physiognomy  is  striking  and 
preposaeesing. 

To  fiirease  the  progresa  and  reanlt  of  Lamartina'a  carver  la 
impoaaiMe  to  human  eye ;  bnt  oaauredly  the  aingolar  prediction 
of  Lady  Heater  Stanhope  haa  been,  in  a  great  meaanre,  accom- 
plished. HiH  courage,  reputstion,  eloqaaoce,  and  aptitude  for 
aflaira  have  certainly  sared  his  comtirj  from  the  iminediate 
faorrora  of  anaivhy  and  bloodshed ;  and  on  him,  at  this  moment, 
ta  fixed  eveiy  eye  in  Emvpe,  and  all  the  best  hopes  of  tb« 
legBDontian  of  his  natire  land. 

H.  T.  a. 


ItanA  13th,  IBM. 


:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 


CONTENTS. 


DDpoMi  Tergniaiid.     TamaU  in  th 
Bobmpism  atlmckB  ths  GirondiaU. 


Armt  of  Roland.     Hadame  Bo!ai>d'*  HeroUm.     Hai  Imnuc .  . 

Hanl'i  Speech.  Comiiutlee  of  Public  Safely.  Eiecutiia  Committee. 
Alann  of  ihe  Girondiata.  LeTaaaent'a  Speech.  Freah  Oatbnuk.  Tbe 
CoDTentibii  a  Nallitj     Fall  of  tbe  Giroiidiata.     Raaurka      -  -33 


Harat  La  HoDUKiia.  Flifbt  of  the  QirondiitB.  Perils  of  the  Nation. 
DantooVi  Tjnaaj.  Amat  of  tbe  CDmnusaionen.  Cotnfaon'a  Hotioo. 
Saint-Jnat'a  Rvpoit.  Stniggtaa  al  Hams  and  Abroad.  Itutureclioti. 
Pnia>Taa'  DafaaL    Oiroodiati  in  Caen.    Aieudanej  of  Hsitt    -       -  38 

BOOK  XLIV. 

Chailotte  Corday.  Hei  Hittorr.  Staba  Uarat  in  hia  Bath.  Her  aneat. 
AJdiaaa  to  the  Fiench.  Letter  to  BarbarocLi.  Latter  to  Her  Father.  Her 
"nial.    Adam  Lux.    Hai  EieentioD       - S3 

BOOK  XLT. 

Fmienl  of  Kant.  CundituiH  of  the  GiroodiaU.  Theii  Fata.  Tbe  Ra- 
ppblic  Inraded.    Capture  of  HaTcnce.    Aiiaat  of  CnetiiM.    Robeaplarra'a 


Danton  retirea.    Hi)  C, ^ , . 

Theoriea  of  Ooiemtnenta,     Tbe  OonTeatiOD.  ,  Committee  o. 

Pnblle  Safety.  Nalioaal  Froceseioa.  Aiklreu  of  the  jBcobiu.  Dserea 
of  (he  ConTBntion.  The  Finance*.  National  AfrangBments.  Woaknoaa 
of  the  ConTention.  Chaumette'a  Ferocity.  Reign  of  Terror  eetabliabei 
Rerolntioiianr  Tribnnal.    Meilin'a  Decree.    Heflectiona        .        ■        ■  91 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


CONTENTS. 


BOOK  XLVL 

a-Lg<R.    Sentence  of  Death.    Lust  Motnenu. 

B  Antoinette's  &ecution  urged  on.      Her  Conduct,     H.  Hue.    The 

Wotnui  Tieon.  Simon.  Reoioiil  of  Ihe  Queen  to  the  Conciergeiie. 
MsdaoM  Richard.  Marie  Antoinette's  CkptiiitT-  Trial.  Coodemnilion. 
Her  Last  Letter.  Tbe  Priest*.  Her  LaeC  Hours.  Progresi  to  the  Uui)- 
?atine.    Her  Piely.    Her  Eiecution 1'^ 

BOOK  XLVn. 

Anur'i  Report  igainst  the  OirDodiits.  Tbeir  ImprifOQment.  Writings 
on  the  Prison  Walls.  Vergniaud.  Trial  of  the  Girondists.  Their  Con 
deronation.  Demeaner  in  Ihe  Prison  afterward.  Their  Lait  Hours. 
Eiecmion.    Reflections tSO 

BOOK  XLVJII. 


BOOK  XUX. 

Armies  of  the  Repnhllc.  Coatirion,  Death  of  Dampierre.  Policjr  at 
England.  Siege  of  Dunkirk.  Nighl  Attack  on  Reipoede.  Battle  of 
Hondaehoole.  Siege  of  Haubeuge.  Battle  of  WstOgnies.  Pichegru. 
Hocbe.  Chiliei  eicitee  the  Jacobins  at  Lyons.  Chilier  executed. 
Condition  of  Lyons.  Altempte  of  the  Count  d'Artois.  Compte  de  Pr*cy 
heads  the  LTonnese.     The  Contention  besiegea  Ljooa.    Capture  of  Ihe 

Citj  - -      -  19- 

BOOKL. 

Conthon'a  Hoderation.  Dobais-CTsnc^.  Serere  Measures  egainat 
Lrona.  Demolition  of  the  Citjr.  Couthon  recalled.  Fouch6.  Prognna 
of  the  DemolilioD.  Massacre  of  Citizeos.  Lyons  decimated.  Frighlfnl 
Hassacrea.  Tno  Huitdrsd  and  Ten  shot  at  a  time.  Traits  oF  Heroism. 
Blood-thirsly  Jacobina.  Oillet's  Letter.  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  Tonhn, 
Deatroction  of  the  City.     Slaughter  of  tbe  Inhabitants         -        -        -224 

BOOK  LI. 


BOOK  Lll. 

The  FuKitire  Girondists.  Salles'  Letter  to  his  Wife.  Death  of  Salles, 
Oaudet,  Baiteruui,  Potion,  and  Buzot.  Imprisoninent  of  BamsTe. 
DnpoDt.  Miserable  end  of  Bailly.  Hadsme  du  Barry.  Biron.  Four 
ThouaaDd  Sii  Hnndred  Prisoners  in  tbe  Jails.  LegTsnd  D'AlIeray. 
Reign  of  the  Guillotine.  Robespierre's  Note*.  Republican  Principles. 
Republican  Calendar.  Natnre  pstamount.  Religion  obnoiioua.  Faganlam 
est^lished.  Weakness  of  the  Hierarchy,  Noble  Conduct  of  Gregory. 
Cetholicism  abolished.  Wotship  of  ReaiOD,  Destaoction  at  St.  Denis. 
Dwecratioa  of  the  Dead am 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


CONTENTS. 


Oirrkr.  Hii  Craslty  to  th«  Peopls  of  Nintei.  Joipph  Lcbsn.  Hit 
r  1 1  i«w  ■  Imbeau.  Baudot.  TbIIwd.  HBdime  ds  Fontenty.  Rabe>- 
pians  uid  his  Brotbar 303 

BOOK  LIV. 

Saint-Jnat.  Lebts'Letler.  Robeapiem'a Court.  The  Parlaua  Women. 
Rose  Lieombe.  ChaumetUi  bannKusi  lbs  Women.  Amir'a  AppeaL 
Pin  Dvtlum.  Camilla  Deimaulina.  Xc  Finu  Cerdrlier.  Bobeipism 
■Uicka  Hubert.  Robeaoiarte  ackDOwledgea  Qod.  Hubert  defeaied.  Dan- 
ton'a  Derenae.  Robeniierre'a  Reptv.  He  allacks  Klooiz.  Camille  Dea- 
mnulina  aauiled.  Rdieipiecre'a  Repott.  Quarrela  of  Deamoulina  and 
H^ben.  Deamoaliiu'eloqueDt  Wiilinga.  Hig  Ideas  of  Clemency,  Htbart'a 
Rage.  Hia  Duing.  DanlOD  dDped  by  Robespieire.  Robespierra  aban- 
dons DeamouliiUL  Kobeamene's  lllneaa.  Arrest  of  the  U^bertiaU.  Robea- 
piene'a  InODenea  orer  all  nrtiea  -       .       .       -  ...  313 

BOOK  LV. 
Robeapiam  donbta  Dantm.     Danlon'a  CnpidllT.     Heetiog  of  Danlon 
and  Robeapfntre.    Tlwr  part  In  Anfer.    Danton  in  Danter.    Satot Jnst's 
"'  '    il.andtbaArraat  of,  Danton.    Ha  ia  impriaoned.    Lege   ' 


Charge  aninal,  ai 
il.  Robaapi 
da«»  La  !__...____.      

Jlieea.    Daotonista  In  rrisoo.    Lneile  Deanraolina'  Appeal  to  Robaapi 
^amilla'a  l«ltsi  to  his  Wif«.     Trial  of  the  Danlonlata.     Camitle'a 


Appsal.  ttobeapierre'a  Preaeoce  of  Hind.    Hia  Hanmgne  against  Danlon. 

He  silencea  La  Hontagne.      ="-'  ■— " -■  •-'-   ■ 

■      InPiuoa. 


SaJol-Jnat  a 


Reriral  of  the  Terror.  Lneile  and  Hadama  Hibart.  Their  Ezaention. 
Campaign  of  1794.  Battle  of  Fleorui.  Yicloij  over  (he  Aoatriana, 
Haras,  Anniaa  of  the  Republic.  NaTal  A^ii.  NaTal  Engagementa, 
Terror  cootinned,  Ccndorcefa  Death,  Loniel.  Lar^eillire.  M.  de 
Maleaherbes.    Conderoaaliotis  m  mosH.    The  Nods  of  Uontmailre.     Abbi 


u  and  Eiecntion.  Robespiem'a  Ascendancy.  Hia  vjaionary  Viewa. 
Baint-JnaL  Prapnaed  Oorammeat.  Hen  oppoud  to  RoLeapiem.  Hia 
Power  in  the  Jacobins.  Saiat-Jnat's  Oratory,  Atheism  opuDly  preached. 
Robeqiisrre  a  Deiat.    Protests  against  Atheiam.    Success  of  hia  Declara 


BOOK  LTIIL 

Hie  Terror  in  fall  Force.  Ladmital.  Cicile  RniaDtl.  Robeapierrs'* 
Addraaa.  His  Emltatioa.  Public  Cel^talion  of  the  Restonlion  of  the 
Deity.  Hobeapierre  craales  Enemiea,  Sajnt-Juat'a  Speech  in  ft*o[  of  a 
INettloi.    Deeieea  af  the  C(Hi*Riticai.    RerolutionatT  Tribonal.    RiAea 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoogit: 


piern  >l  Iwne  with  lome  of  the  Hsmban.  TiUisn'i  Latter  to  him.  All«i> 
citioni  with  Robaipiene  ukd  his  Oppooent*.  Robmpieire  quarrel)  with 
VitUn,  uid  wilhdnwi  boa  the  TribunsL  DireeU  the  PoUee.  Hii  Mcnt 
Note*  M  to  hi*  Antwcmute.  AooDymoDt  Letten  eeot  to  him.  FudUt 
Feodf.    Stroggle  foe  AtcendeDcy 43t 


The  Tbennkioneiu.     Billsud-Vacaimei.    Lavuu«r,    Biniro.    IhipBi. 

Proareas  of  the  Ccnapincj.  InalincdTB  Lore  of  the  SapematonL 
Oatlierins  Th«o<,  Dom  Qaile.  Tolertitioa  of  KobeifinTe.  U*^ia» 
1b  Sainle-Amaraathe.  M.  de  QuenremoQt.  Tadiec  inlrigus*  agaiiut 
Robupieire,  uid  outwiu  him.  Execution  of  the  Sainte-AmuiBthas, 
Saitinee,  Oic.  Robespiaire's  Rspataliixi  dartEojed.  Hii  (rest  Speech 
ia  Exculpation  of  his  Conduct.  Tberaw  Cabarua'  Lettei  to  Tallieu. 
Attempt*  at  Eecoocilislion *6B 


Plots  agunat  Bobespisrrs.     Hit  Solitnds.    Tlh  of  Therroidor.    Robee- 
pierre's  ReBectiooii.     Hii  final  Address.     Sensslion  among  his  Auditorr. 

...__^_.  ._   .^ ..__      ,^.;.__  .,.,   , — v^-     Coffinh^  Coliol 

^  rations  (or  a  Stroule.    HeritatiOQ  Of  '     ~'  ~  * 

SMech.    Ti  .      -  -, 

pierre.    TaUiea's  DeBoociatitm  of  BobespiertSt    I . 

piom's  Ajieat  denunded  sad  cDlicsded.     Ifis  Doanbll.      Rooehsr  sad 


ChinisE  BoUtotiiied 


BOOKLXI. 


e  and  bis  Friends  imprisODed.     Popplar  Eicitaii«iL    Con- 
.   an  and  Henriot,     Debates  of  the  ThermidDriens.     Heotiot 

Alarm  of  the  Commtetee.      Banai' Pramplitnde.     CouTentioa 

reanOTed.  Suicide  of  l.^>pa.  Robeapiarre  shot.  Insults  beaped  on  him. 
liSfendre's  Taonta,  Bobesoiarre  inipiisoutd.  Trial  aad  Prognva  to  the 
GaiUotiiw     EiEcntioa.    Ckning  Bamarka  ....  au 


:,q,t,=cdi!vGoOglc 


HISTORY  OF  THE  GIRONDISTS. 


The  night  was  full  of  agitation,  panic,  and  meetings. 

"WTjile  the  Girondists,  uniied  at  the  house  of  Valaz^, 
concerted  among  themselves  the  means  of  regiUDing  a 
victory  which  the  Moniagnards  owed  only  to  a  surprise, 
Marot,  Hebert,  Dobsent,  Varlet,  Vincent,  the  American 
Foumier,  the  Spaniard  Gusman,  who  was  to  Marat  what 
Saint  Juat  was  to  Robespierre,  Heniiot,  and  some  »xty  of 
the  most  violent  members  of  the  sections,  re-assembled  at 
I'Archeveche,  in  a  hall,  whence  the  public  were  excluded. 
A  thousand  plans  were  debated. 

Yarlet,  a  young  man,  more  depraved  than  enlightened  by 
bis  education,  and  ae  yet  obscure,  unfolded  a  comprehensive 
plan  of  individual  murders,  evidently  inspired  by  the  re- 
membrances of  September.  Varlet  had  fabricated  false 
correspondences  of  tbe  Girondists  with  the  prince  of  Coburg, 
designed  to  cast  infamy,  and  excite  tbe  execration  of  the 
people,  upon  these  pretended  traitors  of  tbe  country.  Dur- 
ing the  night  they  were  to  be  arrestee!  one  by  one  in  their 
dwellings,  and  conducted,  without  form,  to  an  isolated  house 
in  the  Faubourg  St.  Jacques,  where  they  were  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  private  trial.  Ditches,  cut  befoi'eband  in  a  garden 
attached  to  this  bouse,  could  cover  tbe  remains  of  the  victims, 
and  conceal  from  the  public  tbe  mode  of  their  disappeav- 
snce.  On  the  morrow,  the  publication  of  the  fabricated 
correspondence  would  devote  their  names  to  public  execra- 
tion. They  might  spi-ead  abroad  tbe  report  of  tbeir  flight 
to  foreign  lands,  and  when  the  tardy  truth  should  refute  all 
di9^  suppositions,  the  republic  would  be  saved,  the  Com- 
muv.^  regeneiated,  and  the  people  wcwld  thank  their  aveng- 
ers. Such  was  Varlet'a  plan.  It  was  agreeable  to  tbe 
VOL.  ni, — A 
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axecutionera  of  September,  but  wea  rejected  by  Dobsent 
and  Marat  himself.  First,  aa  tainted  b;  a  fraud  unwonhy  of 
the  people,  and  aecundly,  as  reducing  the  victimii  to  a  num- 
ber too  limited. 

It  was  resolved  to  work  out  the  purifitlation  by  tha 
people  tbemselves,  and  to  point  out  to  them  as  many  vic- 
tims as  were  Tequisite  for  tneir  venj^eance.  Some  carried 
the  number  of  proscribed  heads  to  thirty,  others  to  eighty. 
This  was  left  to  chance.  The  conspirators  separated  to 
go  and  convey  the  pass-word  in  the  sections  and  tun- 
bourp. 

This  signal  came  from  Marat's  mouth,  and  was,  "  No  half 
measures."  It  is  vrntien,  that  on  this  Bame  night  another 
superior  executive  assembly,  composed  of  Robeapierro, 
Danton,  Fabre,  Pache,  and  some  other  principal  members 
of  the  Commune  and  the  Convention,  were  aasembled  at 
Cbarenton,  in  a  house  where  the  pints  of  the  20tb  of  June 
and  the  10th  of  August  had  been  laid,  and  that  there  the 
great  leaders  of  La  Montagne  had  reciprocally  delivered  up 
dieir  enemies,  like  Octavius,  Anthony,  and  Lepidus.  This 
has  nev^  been  proved. 

II. 

Danton,  drawninspiteof  himself  into  this  struggle,  would 
have  wished  the  victory  to  have  been  confined  to  the  humil- 
iation of  the  Girondists.  He  was  far  fiom  conspiring  the 
death  of  rivals  whom  be  admired  the  most,  and  feared  the 
least,  in  the  Convention.  He  had  the  advantage  of  popu- 
larity over  them.  This  sufficed  him :  his  heart  leaned  to 
their  side.  "  No,"  said  he,  on  the  evening,  in  speaking  of 
them,  "  these  admirable  speakers  do  not  deserve  Buvb  an- 
ger ;  they  are  enthusiasts,  and  trifling  as  the  woman  who 
inspires  them.  Why  do  they  not  take  a  man  for  their  lead- 
er 1  This  woman  will  destroy  them.  She  is  the  Circe  of  the 
republic."  Danton  alluded  to  Madame  Roland,  who  had 
humbled  his  pride.  Robespierre,  disquieted  and  troubled 
for  the  consequences  of  this  schism  in  the  Convention,  shut 
himself  up  on  the  evening  of  this  crisis  in  complete  seclu- 
sion, like  a  man  who  dreaded  to  touch  an  event,  for  ffear  of 
causing  it  to  deviate  or  miscarry.  He  only  threw  into  the 
balance  some  words  indispensable  to  his  sltunlion,  and  nec- 
essary to  his  popularity.  Marat  alone  inflamed  the  anger 
of  the  people,  and  met  his  personal  enemies,  the  Girotidiats^ 
bbdv  to  body  until  they  should  be  leveled. 
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III. 


The  GirmidietB,  nnitod  at  Valazi's,  were  informed  by  an 
Kccklent  of  the  letolutions  of  the  ineethig.  A  federal 
Breton,  of  their  party,  arrirvd  but  a  few  daya  in  Porig, 
passed  the  nigbt  of  the  27th  before  rArchevfich^.  Same 
groups  of  people  pressed  to  the  door.  They  were  ad- 
mitted by  ahawing  a  copper  medal  to  the  keeper.  The 
Breton,  impelled  by  curiosity,  drew  from  bis  pocket  a 
|Hece  of  copper  money,  which  the  guaidian  took  for  ilie  , 
^n  of  recagnition,  and  was  admitted.  The  deliberation 
had  hardly  commenced,  when  the  imprudent  man  saw  his 
error,  and  trembled  lest  he  shonid  be  discarerad.  The 
confiisiou  of  the  moment,  and  the  agitation  of  pec^le'a 
minds,  saved  him.  He  departed  without  having  been  sus- 
pected, and  ran  to  warn  a  deputy  of  hi»  department.  This 
deputy  conducted  him  to  Valcize's.  Valaz£  and  his  friends 
conjured  this  man  to  return  on  the  following  night  to  the 
focus  of  the  conspiracy,  and  report  to  them  what  he  should 
see  and  hear.  The  Breton  again  devoted  himself.  His 
countenance,  already  known,  remored  all  distrust  from  the 
conqiimtots.  He  retBrned  to  instruct  Valaz^,  but  he  bad 
been  followed.  The  next  day  bb  body  was  found,  pierced 
with  wounds,  floating  on  the  Seine,  still  bearing  the  copper 
medal  by  aid  of  which  he  had  surprised  the  cmupirKtora. 

IV. 

In  smte  of  the  decree  of  the  evming  which  suppiusuud 
it,  the  Gommiseioii  of  Twelve  bad  still  sat  during  the  nigh:. 
It  had  deliberated  upon  the  measures  of  resistance  whieh 
the  Girondists  proposed  to  take  in  the  Gonvendon  on  &e 
morrow.  Every  member  of  this  party,  and  of  La  Plaine, 
met  early  in  the  morning  at  the  Assembly.  Isnard  resumed 
llie  president's  chair,  resolved  to  regain  his  ascendency 
over  the  majority,  or  to  die  at  his  post.  Lanjuinais  boidly 
demanded  permission  to  apeak. 

Lanjuinata  was  not  a  Girondist.  He  possessed  neitbi' 
the  ambition  nor  the  wrongs  of  that  party  ;  he  had  neither 
mingled  with  the  plots  of  the  2Qth  of  June,  nor  in  those  of 
the  10th  of  August,  nor  in  the  condemnatino  of  Louis  XVI. 
Bom  at  Rennes,  of  on  honorable  family,  himself  a  distin- 
guished advocate  and  a  Christian  philosopher,  his  revo* 
lutionary  ideas  v^n«  but  a  &im  of  his  evangelical  fa.ith, 
Ecfuality  wa»saB'«f  bs.di^[imBS.    "  NoIhI^,"  wrote  be  in 
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one  of  bis  ear1<f  productions,  "  is  oat  a  neceosary  evil."  He 
bad  exerted  himself  in  the  parliamentary  debates  during 
the  confiict  of  the  tbiri}  estate  of  Bnitany  against  tbe  aris- 
locrscy,  the  clergy,  and  parUament  of  Rennes.  This  same 
spirit  of  opposition  had  caused  him  to  be  named  deputy  to 
the  States'-geiieral.  He  had  there  been  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  "  Ciui  Breton."  Lanjuinaia  was  one  of  those  men 
whose  purity  of  sou]  stood  atone  in  the  midst  of  party,  and 
whose  generosity  of  heart  devoted  bim  to  falling  causes, 
when  he  thought  he  discerned  therein  justice  and  truth. 
He  possessed,  further,  that  courage  which  rose  before  the 
tumult  of  the  assemblies,  and  tbe  sedition  of  the  people, 
as  that  of  the  soldier  under  fire.  The  oppression  of  tbe 
Grirondista,  ou  the  evening  before,  by  La  Montagne  anil 
the  people,  bad  exasperated  bim.  It  was  enough  that  a 
party  was  oppressed  to  enlist  Lanjuinais  in  their  ranks. 
At  bis  appearance  La  Montagne  expected  a  protest,  and 
refused  to  bear  bim.  "  I  bare  a  richt  to  be  beard,"  said 
Lanjuinais,  "  upon  the  pretended  decree  of  yesterday.  I 
maintain  that  Uiere  has  been  no  decree,  and  if  there  have 
been,  it  should  be  revoked."  Murmurs  from  La  Montagne 
interrupted  him.  "  All  is  lost,  citizens,"  resumed  Lanjui- 
nais, with  tbe  gesture  of  a  man  who  contemplates  the  ruin 
of  his  country—"  all  is  lost !  and  I  denounce  to  you,  in 
tbe  decree  of  yesterday,  a  conspiracy  a  thousand  times 
more  atrocious  than  those  which  have  been  plotted  as  yet. 
Why !  for  three  months  past  your  Cnmmissionars  have 
committed  more  arbitrary  arrests  in  the  departments  than 
in  thirty  years  of  despotism  !  Men  have  preached  these 
ta&t  six  months  murder  and  anarchy,  and  ibey  remain  un- 
punished !"  "  If  Lanjuinais  is  not  silent,"  cried  Legendre, 
"  I  declare  that  I  will  ascend  and  precipitate  him  from  the 
tribune  t"  "  Do  you  take  me,  then,  for  an  ox  V  replied 
Lanjuinais,  alluding  to  Legendre's  trade  of  a  butcher.  "And 
I,"  said  Barharoux — "I  demand  thai  the  speech  of  Legendre 
be  consigned  to  the  procet  verbal,  to  attest  the  liberty  which 
we  enjoy."  "  You  have  protected  tbe  aristocrats  cS  your 
department;  you  are  a  villain!"  vociferated  tbe  members  of 
La  Montagne  against  Lanjuinais.  Robespierre,  affecting  a 
languishing  voice  and  exhausted  strength,  pronounced  some 
hitter  and  lachrymose  phrases  upon  the  tyranny  of  the 
Twelve.  The  noise  of  La  Plaine  drowned  tbe  words  of 
tbe  oratoi.  The  revocation  of  tbe  decree  of  the  evening 
before,  which  abolished  tbe  Commission  of  tbe  T  welve,  was 
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put  to  the  vote.  A  feeble  majority,  an  nulled  this  decree. 
AntaniBfament  petrified  La  Montagnu,  "  We  must  veil  tli© 
statue  of  Liberty,"  cried  Collot  d'Herhoia.  Danlnn,  who 
Btill  sought  to  elude  the  deliniiive  rupture  of  the  represent- 
ation, riise,  end  adroitly  preaented  a  last  means  nf  c<inrilia- 
tion  to  the  Girondist  com  |uerors.  "  You»deciee  of  yester- 
day," said  he  to  the  Convention,  "  was  a  great  act  of  justice ; 
I  am  glad  to  think  it  will  be  renewed  before  llieend  of  this 
sesaiiin  ;  but  should  the  Commitvion  of  'i'welve  i-esuine  iho 
power  whidi  it  desired  to  exercise  even  over  the  inemlieit) 
of  the  Assembly, — if  the  thread  of  the  conspiracy  should 
not  be  broken, — if  the  magistrates  of  the  peojde  l>e  not  re- 
stored to  their  functions,  alter  having  proved  that  we  sur- 
pass our  enemies  in  pru<lence,  we  will  prtiv^  tn  them  that 
we  surpass  them  also  in  holdness  and  revoluiionoiy  vigor." 
All  the  members  of  La  Montague  joined,  by  gesture  and 
acclamation,  in  the  declaration  of  Danton.  "  And  we,"  re- 
plied the  Girondists, — "we  demand  vengeance  from  the 
departments,  and  not  from  the  people  in  the  tribunes.^ 
The  Montagnards  demanded,  conformably  with  the  insinu- 
ations ef  Danton,  the  liberty  of  HeberL  The  Plain,  on 
the  proposition  of  Boyer-Fonfr^de,  hastened  to  vote  it. 
Petitioners  assembled,  and,  prompted  by  the  Girondists,  de- 
manded to  be  beard.  Interrupted  by  the  noise  of  La  Mon- 
tagne'and  the  tribunes,  the  petitionera  rec^ved  the  felicita- 
tions of-Isnatd  and  the  honors  of  the  Assembly. 

"  Will  you  order,"  said  Danton,  "  the  impresaion  of  such 
an  address  t  The  French  people  are  ready  to  turn  their 
arms  against  their  enemies.  They  will  make,  when  tbey 
desire  it,  those  men  who  are  stupid  enoiigh  to  believe  there 
is  a  distinction'  between  the  people  and  the  citizens,  see 
dieir  nothingness  in  a,  single  day.  Consider  that,  if  tbey 
boast  of  a  majority  against  you  here,  you  have  an  immense 
majority  for  you  in  the  republic  anJin  Paris."  ""Yes,  yea," 
,  answered  the  tribunes.  "  It  is  time,  resunjed  Danton, "  that 
the  people  no  longer  confine  themselves  to  defensive  war- 
fare!  that  they  attack  the  abettors  of  modSrantitme.  It  is 
time  that  we  march  boldly  on  our  career !  It  is  time  that 
we  confirm  the  destiny  of  France !  It  is  lime  that  we  coa- 
lesce against  the  plots  of  al'  those  who  would  "destroy  the 
republic !  We  have  shown  energy  one  day,  and  we  have 
conquered.  No  !  Paris  shall  not  perish." 
■  This  eloquent  diveraiou  of  Danton,  covered  wiih  unani- 
mous applause,  terminated  the  meeting,  and  left  the  day 
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uixiecided.  "What  signify  your  qaatrels  to  mel"  said 
Daoloii,  on  leaTing  the  Tuileriee,  to  the  groups  which  sur- 
rounded bim;  "  1  only  see  nur  enemiefl.  Let  ua  march  to- 
gether agsinst  ibe  enemies  of  our  country." 

V. 

In  the  evening,  Hubert  wae  brought  back  in  triumpb  to 
tbe  Hiitel-dfr-Ville.  He  received  there  a  crown  of  laftie] 
from  tbe  bands  of  Chaumetie. 

It  was  demanded  that,  in  expiation  of  the  captivky  of 
Hubert,  die  Commission  of  Twelve  should  be  delivered  over 
to  the  revolutionary  tnbunal.  Hebert,  detaching  the  crown 
from  his  forehead,  placed  it  on  the  bust  of  Jean  Jacquea 
Rnusaeai) — the  fint  apostle  of  liberty. 

Tbe  sitting  of  the  club  of  tbe  Jacobins  on  the  30th  pre- 
luded tbe  storm  of  tbe  morrow.  While  the  insun'ecdnnal 
committee  of  the  ArchUshopric  concerted  the  movement, 
Legeudre  and  Robespierro  at  the  Jacobins,  and  Marat  and 
DantoB  at  the  Cordeliers,  nourished  tbe  flame  of  opiaioD. 
"  I  feel  myselfin capable,"  said  Robespierre, "  of  presciibing 
to  the  people  the  means  of  saving  themselves.  This  power 
is  iwt  bestowed  upon  a  single  individual  1  This  is  not 
granted  to  n>e,  who  am  exbausted  by  four  years  of  revoln< 
tion,  and  by  tbe  heart-rending  spectacle  of  the  triumph  of 
tyranny !  It  is  not  for  me  to  utdicate  these  measures,— for 
me  who  am  OMunmed  by  a  slow  fever,  and,  above  all,  by 
the  fever  of  patriotism." 

Thia  apparent  resignation  of  powerless  patriotism  was 
tlie  moat  subtle  incitement  to  the  despairing  energy  of  tbe 
pec^le.  "  No,  no,"  answered  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
Jacobins,  "  never  will  posterity  believe  that  twenty-£ve  mil- 
lions of  men  would  allow  themselves  to  be  subjected  by  a 
handful  of  intriguers,  or  she  will  see  in  us  only  twenty-five 
milliooa  of  cowards  1  I  aay  that  to-morrow  the  trumpet 
must  be  sounded,  tbe  cannons  roar,  and  let  those  who  will 
not  rise  against  the  common  enemy,  be  declared  traitors  to 
the  country  !  When  the  tocsin  shall  thunder,  this  harmony 
will  encourage  tbe  cowardly  ;  they  will  ri»e  with  us,  and  we 
shall  exterminate  our  enemies." 


The  insurrectional  measures  of  the  central  committee  of 
the  Arcbhisbopric  transfured  throaghout  Paris.  The  coun- 
cil of  the  Commune  re-Msembled  in  pcsmaaant  SMainn  at 
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dw  H6lel-de-Vi1)e,  begsQ  to  speak  magisterially,  and  to 
tbreaten  the  Coaveuttoa.  The  BecdonB,  tumultuously  a»- 
Bombled,  were  eogaged  in  contradictory  deliberatious,  ac- 
cording as  the  absence  or  pi-eseace  of  the  Bectionariee  took 
away  trom,  or  conceded  the  taajority  to,  one  or  other  of 
the  iwo  parties.  The  diaastroua  news  which  arrived  daily 
from  La  VeDd6e,  from  the  froDtiers,  and  jrorn  the  south, 
threw  terror  into  the  minde  of  the  people,  and  dispoeed 
them  to  desperate  meaaureB.  The  diaasterB  of  the  anny  <^ 
tb«  Pyrenees ;  the  retreat,  more  similar  to  a  defeat,  of  the 
army  of  the  north  ;  Valeocienties  and  Cambray  blockaded, 
wi^out  the  power  of  receiviag  succor,  and  counting  day 
by  day  the  duration  of  a  resistance  which  was  believed  im- 
pOBBtble ;  the  republican  troopa  defeated  at  Foiitenay  by 
the  royalist  peasants  of  Lescure ;  Marseilles  on  fire,  Bor- 
deaux in  agitation,  and  Lyona  letting  the  first  sparks  of  the 
insurrection  whidi  lurked  within  its  walls  escape  ; — all  these 
calamities  buiating  at  once  upon  the  repubhc,  rent  at  the 
same  time  the  Convention  to  the  core^  and  exasperated  the 
public  spirit  against  the  men,  who,  whether  weak  or  per 
fidiouH,  governed  the  country  so  disastrously. 

The  people,  not  knowing  whom  to  lay  hold  of,  imputed 
all  the  calamities  of  the  moiueat  to  the  Girondists. 

To  resist  this  torrent  of  unpopularity  directed  against 
thetn,  the  Girondists  had  hut  the  abstract  power  of  the  law. 
The  bayonets  aiid  pikes  of  the  national  guard  wavered  at 
&fl  will  of  the  versatility  of  the  sections.  On  the  one  side, 
some  intrepid  orators,  making  appeals  to  departments  too 
distant  to  hear  them — on  the  other,  a  whole  people  armed, 
incited  by  hidden  agitators,  and  directed  by  the  organized 
Jacobins  :  the  triumph  could  not  be  doubtful.  The  Qirond 
ists,  reassured  at  first  by  the  legality  of  their  cause,  and  the 
fiivor  vnth  which  the  citizens  of  Paris  surrounded  them, 
b^an  at  last  to  foresee  their  i-uin,  and  prepared  their  minds 
tot  it,  less  as  politicians  than  as  martyrs.  Still  they  loved 
to  flatter  thesuelves  that  fortune  would  yet  i-etum  to  them 
at  the  last  momeut.  They  urged  address  upon  address 
from  their  departments,  in  order  to  place  their  heads  under 
toe  protection  of  Paris.  The^  thought  that,  if  the  moJiret 
of  the  Convention  were  too  tuaid  to  attack  with  them  the 
power  of  the  Commune,  and  to  crush  anarchy,  these  sams 
men  bad  too  much  regard  for  their  own  safety  to  abandon 
themselves  by  deUvering  the  heads  of  twenty-two  of  dieir 
eoUeagues  to  ostracusm,  or  %q,  the  ecafibld  of  Marat.    They 
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refused  to  believe  that  the  honest  armed  men  of  the  sec- 
tions would  ever  employ  agHinst  the  national  representation 
those  bayonets  which  they  canied  to  defend  it.  They  car- 
ried these  wavering  thousbts,  snmetimes  confideDt,  Botne- 
timea  discouraging,  into  the  diSerent  nocturnal  meetinst 
which  tbey  attended  after  the  assemblies  of  the  night. 
Buzot,  Louvet,  Barb&roux,  Petion,  Isnard,  Rebecqui,  al- 
ready concealing  tbemselvee  from  the  observation  of  th« 
people,  ascended,  one  by  one,  the  staircase  of  Roland,  hid- 
den in  the  depth  of  a  court  of  the  Rue  de  la  Haroe.  TberA, 
these  intrepid  young  men  accused  the  sloth  and  beeitation 
of  the  Commission  of  Twelve,  who,  they  asserted,  shouM 
have  prevented  the  blow  of  the  Commune,  and  forced  and 
pledged  the  Convention  from  the  first  evening  to  deliver  no 
Marat,  Pache,  Danton,  and  Robespierre  to  a  revolutionarw 
tribunal — to  call  the  forces  of  the  departments  to  Paris — tn 
reorganize  the  secdona,  and  close  the  clubs,  whence  issiwul 
anarchy,  crime,  and  fear. 

Roland,  humbled  J>y  bis  fall,  and  coveting  the  glory  of 
strengthening  the  wavering  republic,  displayed  that  aamb** 
energy  of  words  which  coats  nothing  to  weaponless  band", 
Madame  Roland,  divided  between  the  impassioned  interest 
which  her  heart  e:tperienced  for  her  friends,  and  the  mas- 
culine stamp  of  her  character,  by  turns  animated  and  \>f~ 
wailed  these  diecouraea.  Buzot  adored  in  ber  the  imagn 
and  the  voice  of  the  country.  Barbaroux  beard  her  witb 
the  respect  and  enthusissm  of  his  age.  They  were  pr« 
pared  to  die,  but  tbey  wished  to  die  fighting. 

VII. 
Vergniaud,  Condorcet,  Si^yds,  FonfrMe,  Duces,  Quadet 
and  Gensonn6  met  more  frequently  together  in  the  Rui 
Saint  Lazare  or  at  CUchy,  sometimes  at  a  female's  attach 
ed  to  one  of  them,  sometimes  at  the  younger  Fonfrdde's 
These  were  the  political  men  of  the  party.  Si^yes  coun 
seled  vigorous  acts,  the  responsibility  of  which  he  did  not 
desire  solely  to  take  upon  himself.  A  man  of  enei^,  buL 
not  of  execution,  Condorcet  was  indignant  at  the  abortion 
of  bis  ideal  theories,  and  devoied  himself  to  death,  rathst 
than  abandon  his  ideas  but  with  his  blood.  Fonfi^de  and 
Ducos,  Montagnardti  in  thgugbt,  were  retained  to  their 
parqr  by  hatred  to  Robespierre.  They  were  still  more 
retained  by  those  bonds  of  friendship  which. are  strongei 
tiian  the  bonds  of  opinion  among  men  of  heart  who  bava 
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sworn  fidelity  to  eacfa  other.  Ducoa  and  FontHde  inclined 
to  disclaim  tlie  Commiaaion  of  Twelve,  whose  imprudent 
provocations  they  blamed. 

Guadet,  burning  with  ardor,  eloquence,  and  intrepidity, 
drawn  away  by  the  torrent  of  his  own  enthusiaain,  believing 
in  its  power  upon  the  Convention,  desired  no  otlier  plan 
than  that  conceived  at  the  moment,  no  other  tactics  than 
improTiaation,  and  no  other  arms  than  his  eloquence ;  equal- 
ly ready  to  conquer  or  die,  proTided  that  such  a  result  oc- 
curred in  a  iit  i>f  enthusiasm  in  the  tribune. 

Gensonne,  more  reflective  and  better  exercised  i 


means  of  government,  wished  for  protection  and  triumph 
from  the  bayonets  of  the  sections,  wliich  he  no  longer  found 
in  the  oscillations  of  a  wavering  majuriiy. 

Vei^iaud,  the  strength,  the  glory,  nnd  the  Inat  pn|inlar 
'  stay  of  his  party,  was  strongly  ui-ged  by  all  to  take  the  su- 
preme direction  of  this  struggle ;  lo  prepare  their  thoughts, 
their  sentiments,  their  speeches,  as  alone  equal  to  the  miig- 
nitude  of  the  danger ;  to  mount  the  tribune ;  to  allow  his 
indignant  spirit  to  blaze  forth  before  his  country ;  to  crush 
conspiracy  by  law,  and  to  restore  that  courage  to  good  citi- 
zens which  his  silence  had  gradually  extinguished  in  every 
heart. 

Veigniaud  lislenod  unresolved  to  the  demands  of  his 
friends.  Too  clear-sighted  to  dissemble  to  himself  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  danger,  too  courageous  to  fear  death,  he  was 
also  too  politic,  and  too  well  versed  in  history,  to  delude 
himself  with  the  diiferent  plans  they  proposed  to  him,  Verg- 
niand  fell  a  repugnance  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  the 
defeat  and  ruin  of  his  party,  which  appeared  to  him  already 
consummated. 

Vergniaud,  no  longer  impelled  by  illusion  or  ardor,  still 
preserved  that  stocial  calmness  which  surpasses  both,  which 
sees  the  critical  moment  approach  without  blenching,  and 
which,  struggling  without  nope,  accepts  defeat  as  men. ac- 
cept martyrdom,  with  all  the  indifference  and  heroism  of 
free  will. 

VIII. 
The  wanderings  of  his  party  had  seldom  drawn  Vet^ 
giriand  aside.  With  his  eyes  fixed  upon  Europe,  the  great 
orator  felt,  as  profoundly  as  Danton,  the  necessity  of  forti 
^ng  the  unity  of  the  republic,  in  order  to  resist  the  dis 
membenaent  of  the  country.     The  desperate  ftderaligm  of 
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Bariiaroax,  Louvet,  and  Madame  Roland  excited  his  ptj. 
Ha  had  never  adopted  federaHem  in  bia  ipeecfacB  but  as  a 
desperate  argument,  calculated  to  make  anaiYshy  ttaelf 
tremble. 

He  felt  that  the  mnet  implacable  enemieB  of  France  could 
not  accomplish  any  Mep  against  ber  more  fotal  tlian  that  of 
the  voluntary  diameinbemieiit,  dreamed  of  by  some  mad- 
men. What  be  dreaded  for  his  country,  from  the  struggle 
in  which  he  was  engaged  with  the  Commune,  was  not  so 
mudi  the  proBciipiion  and  death  of  his  friends,  and  his  own 
proscription  and  death,  as  the  tDsnrrectinn  and  dislocation 
of  the  departnieiits  which  must  ensue  from  this  destruction 
of  the  representation.  In  Vergniaud's  soul  patriotism  cu 
tirely  stifled  party  spirit.  His  speeches  would  not  have 
been  so  ardent,  but  for  the  fire  of  this  patriotism. 

In  this  perplexity  ofmind,  Vergniaud,  tike  all  men  placed  ' 
in  the  face  of  impossibility,  asked  nothing  from  destiny, 
from  his  friends,  ov  bis.enemtes,  but  time.  He  had  sacri- 
ficed to  time  in  accepting  the  republic  on  the  day  following 
the  10th  of  August,  when  he  still  believed,  on  the  evening 
before,  in  the  transitory  hecessity  of  a  constitutiunal  mnn 
archy.  He  had  sacrificed  tn  time  when  he  had,  against 
his  conscience,  voted  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  These  two 
concessions  had  adjourned  the  danger,  but  as  the  dyke  re- 
pels the  waves,  by  accumulating  and  aggrandizing  their 
weight.  Vergniaud  desired  still  to  adjourn,  and,  by  yield- 
ing the  government  to  La  Mootagne,  to  oppose  the  anarchy 
of  the  people,  and  prevent  the  rujiture  between  Paris  and 
the  departments.  Without  ambition  for  himself  without 
even  vanity  for  his  name,  it  cost  him  nothing  to  cede  power 
to  his  rivals.  Vergniaud  inclined  then  to  measures  of  ac- 
commodation. Danton,  who  had  the  same  views,  enter- 
tained in  good  faith  these  conciliatory  dispositione  of  Ver- 
gniaud, conveyed  through  mutual  friends. 

IX. 

Robespierre  and  Pache,  certain  henceforth  to  conquer, 
applied  themselves,  for  some  days  beforehand,  to  reduce  the 
insurrection  to  the  character  of  an  irresistible  demonstration 
of  the  will  of  the  people.  They  desired  to  weigh  upon  die 
Convention,  not  to  break  it.  No  blood,  no  victims ;  such 
was  the  new  word  ef  commaQd  which  Pache  and  his  accom- 
plices circulated. 

To  loppms  the  ConimiiMon  of  Twelvs,  to  expsl  twwitj 
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two  members  trom  Ibe  ConTentum,  to  give  tfae  majority  to 
La  Montague,  to  deUyer  the  rerolutionaiy  government  to 
tfae  Commune  of  Paris,  to  establiafa  a  legal  terror  under  the 
name  of  an  intimidated  and  subjected  national  representa- 
tion— to  theae  were  confined  the  results  of  the  day,  as  pre- 
pared by  the  conspirators. 

Robespierre,  Danlan,  Fache,  and  Marat  himself,  agreed 
at  length  in  this  prudent  idea.  Henriot  received  an  iajunc- 
dou  so  to  discipline  the  insurrection,  and  to  blend  in  its 
proceedings  the  orders  of  the  Conieniioi)  and  those  of  the 
Commune  in  such  a  manner  that  the  revolt  should  tHWoes 
the  character  of  legality,  and  that  the  troops  directed  on  the 
Tuileries  should  not  know  whether  they  went  to  deliver  or 
constrain  the  representation.  This  hypocritical  and  equivo- 
cal character  of  the  days  of  the  Slst  of  May  and  the  2d  of 
June  was  entirely  due  to  the  astute  genius  of  Fache.  He 
inspired  the  Commune  with  his  policy,  and  sustained,  bet> 
ter  than  Fetioa  had  done  on  the  lOtb  of  August,  tfae  double 
part  of  provoker  and  moderator  of  the  a 


Hiese  arrangements,  known  to  tfae  Girondista,  left  tfaem 
to  believe  that  the  sitdog  of  the  Slst  would  limiHtself  to  k 
yiolent  struggle  ibr  the  majority  ;  a  stru^le  in  which  tfae 
people  would  take  no  further  part  than  by  their  onriosity 
and  shouts  in  favor  of  La  Montagne,  but  which  the  least 
conoeasion  on  their  part  would  appease,  as  in  Ibrmer  days. 
"Sba  reports  which  were  made  to  them  were  various,  se- 
oording  to  the  quarters  and  tfae  dubs  whence  tfae  infonqation 
was  conveyed. 

Hie  meeting  of  the  SOth,  short,  and  without  disouasion, 
vaa  only  nmr&d  by  a  deputation  of  twenty-seven  sections 
of  Paris,  demanding  the  abrc^tion  of  the  Comnussion  of 
'  Twelve,  and  the  arrest  of  its  members.  The  Convention, 
tsv  in  number— tfae  bent^iea  in  the  centre  being  empty — ' 
-voted  that  tUa  petition  be  prioted.  This  rerignation  accus- 
tomed the  Commune  hourly  to  greater  audacity,  and  tfae 
national  r«pt«NiUatio&  to  further  patjenoe. 

In  the  evening  the  genend  council  of  the  Commune  as- 
aambled,  and  became  &e  active  focus  of  insurreottOD.  Paris 
was  from  that  moment  divided  into  two  camps :  the  one 
which  embraced  in  its  bosom  the  Tnileries,  the  Carrousel, 
the  Palais  Royal,  and  all  the  opulent  or  commercial i*t»  of 
tfae  dty,  whose  battaliotts  were  composed  of  oitJaens,  liienda 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


J  2  STATE  or  FAtia. 

to  order,  still  held  for  the  OirondiBts ;  the  otb«r  exteitding 
^m  the  H6teI-de-Ville  to  the  extrenity  of  th6  two  larga 
£auboui:g8,  St.  Marceau  and  St.  Antoine,  and. devoted  to 
the  Jacobins. 

XI. 

Fache,  Cbaumette,  Hubert,  Serpent,  and  P&nts  affected 
to  preserve  during  this  night,  in  tbeir  speeches  and  thrir 
acts  in  the  conncil  of  the  Commune,  the  appearance  of 
legality.  Hardly  had  Pache  finished  speaking,  when  the 
sound  of  the  tocsin  was  heard  in  the  towers  of  the  cathedral. 

It  was  three  o'clock  in  liie  morning.  Tboae  dismal 
sounds,  soon  spreading  from  belfry  to  belfry,  awoke  in  sar- 
prise  the  citizens  of  Paiis,  and  producing  excitemont  in  the 
souls  of  some,  terror  in  the  mmds  of  others.  The  tocsin 
from  the  14th  of  July  had  been  the  pai  de  charge  of  the 
great  seditions  of  the  people. 

In  the  midst  of  the  tumult  which  this  noise  excitea  at  the 
H5tel-de-Ville  and  on  the  Place  de  Grive,  a  young  man 
named  Dobsent,  an  orator  of  the  committee  of  the  Arch- 
bishopric, entered  the  council-hall  of  the  Commune,  at  the 
bead  of  a  deputation  of  a  majority  of  the  sections.  Dobsent 
declared,  in  the  name  of  the  soTereign  people  represented 
by  the  sections,  that  the  people,  injured  m  their  rights,  came 
to  take  extreme  measures,  in  order  to  save  themselves,  and 
that  the  municipality  and  all  the  authorities  of  the  depart- 
ments were  dissolved.  At  these  words  Chaumette  sum- 
moned his  colleagues  in  the  Commune  to  abdicate  their 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  people.  All  the  members  of 
the  council  arose,  resigned  their  mandate,,  and  swore  not  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  nation.  They  retired  amid 
dies  of  "  Vive  la  republique !" 

Dobsent  created,  on  the  instant,  a  new  council,  the  ma- 
jority, consisting  of-tbe  ancient  members.  This  council 
included  Pache,  Chaumette,  Hehert,  and  those  reinstated 
in  their  functions  in  the  name  of  the  insurrection.  The 
council,  in  the  mean  while,  changed  its'title  for  one  more 
significant,  and  declared  itself  the  revolutionary  council- 
general  of  the  Commune  of  Paris. 

It  ordered  Henriot  to  have  the  alarm  gun  fired,  to  sound 
tho  tocsin  at  the  H6tel-de-Ville,  to  send  reinforcements  lu 
the  posts  of  the  prisons,  to  prevent  the  escape  or  the  mas- 
lacre  of  the  captives. 

The  gent  d'arme»  and  tiie  national  guards  again  defiled. 
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and  took  tbeir  oath  to  tbe  iDsurrectioaal  power.  Evety 
quarter  of  ao  hour  now  depuiuiona  and  battalions  fiom  the 
sections  came  to  adhere  to  the  motion,  and  fratemize  witk 
the  iDHUrrection.  Day  appeared ;  the  whole  city  wee  on 
foot;  the  mayor  Pache,  the  dictator  of  a  night,  arrived  at 
the  Contention,  to  render  to  it  an  account  of  the  situation 
of  Paris.  Members  of  the.  council  accompanied  him  to 
place  tbemaelves,  if  there  were  need,  between  the  poignard 
and  the  mayor.  An  immenBe  column  of  people  followed 
Pache  to  the  Carrousel,  and  formed  a  popular  guard  for 
him.  Henriot,  on  borseback,  ran  through  the  sections,  mad« 
the  battalions  inarch,  and  muetered  the  troops  round  the 
Tuileiiee,  upon  the  Font  Neuf,  and  on  the  Carrousel.  Hen- 
riot  associated,  as  Pache,  the  public  force  to  the  insurrection 
which  they  seemed  destined  at  once  to  aggramdize  and  to 
restrain. 

ill. 
Such  was  the  aspect  of  Paris  at  day-break  on  the  Slst 
of  May.  The  sky  was  overcast,  the  freezing  wind  irritated 
the  fibres  of  the  men,  and  predisposed  them  to  anger.  The 
national  guards  shivered  under  their  arms.  Tbe  want  of 
sleep,  the  cold,  tbe  sound  of  the  tocsin,  the  roaring  of  the 
(tlann  gun,  the  impatience  of  the  event — doubt,  astonish- 
ment, and  uncertainty — gave  to  the  physiognomy  of  the 
people  and  the  soldiers  a  dull  and  sinister  expression,  which 
the  countenance  of  the  crowd  contract,  like  to  that  of  a 
criminal,  on  the  eve  of  the  morrow  of  great  atMmpts. 

XIII. 

Tbe  menaced  deputies,  dreading  the  results  of  this  night, 
bad  not  slept  in  their  dwellings.  Vei^iaud  alone  bad  ob- 
stinately refused  to  take  any  measure  of  sa^y.  "  What 
signifies  my  life  to  me  f  be  bad  replied,  on  leaving  Valaz^'s 
the  evening  before,;  "  my  blood  willbe  perhaps  more  el- 
oquent than  my  words  in  awakening  and  saving  niy  coun- 
try. Let  them  shed  it,  if  it  must  tail  again  upon  them!'' 
At  three  in  the  morning  the  alarm  gun  and  the  sound  of  the 
tocsin  awoke  them.  "  lUaT  suprema  dies  ["  cried  Rabnut  St. 
Etienne,  on  hearing  these  noises.  A  pious  man,  Rabaut 
knelt  down  at  the  foot  of  the  bed  on  which  he  bad  just  slept 
fi^Be  for  the  last  time,  and  invoked  aloud  the  Divine  mercy 
upon  his  companions,  upon  his  country,  and  upon  himself. 

Tbe  skeptical  Lottvat  and  young  Barbaroux  related  aft- 
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erward  that  this  prayer  of  Rabaut,  formerly  a  miniiter  of 
tbe  Guspel,  hru]  profoundly  aflbcted  their  hearts.  There 
are  monaeotB  when  the  thought  of  Grod  force*  itself  into 
men's  souls,  and  strcmgly  imbues  them  with  the  seuve  of 
their  awn  feebleness  ;  bnit  it  never  weakens  them.  Rabaul 
arose  tranquil  and  fortified.  Hia  friends  and  himself  de- 
scended at  six  o'clock  into  the  street,  with  pistols  and  dag- 
gers concealed  under  their  clothes.  They  reached,  without 
having  been  recognized,  their  posts  in  the  Convention. 

Tbe  hall  was,  as  yet,  empt^.  Danton,  alone,  agitated  by 
(be  events  of  the  night,  and  impatient  of  those  of  the  day, 
walked  about  with  visible  anxiety.  He  talked  with  two 
members  of  La  Montague.  At  the  sight  of  the  Qirondista, 
whom  he  looked  upon  with  regret  as  victims,  Danton  made 
•i  gesture  of  sorrow,  and  a  convulsive  motion  of  pity  con- 
tracted his  mouth.  Louvet  thought  he  perceived  a  smile 
of  joy.  "  Do  you  see,"  said  he  to  Guadet,  "  what  horrible 
hope  shines  upon  that  hideous  facel"  "  Doubtless,"  said 
Gaudet,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  Danton,  "  it  is  to-day 
that  Clodius  exiles  Cicero." 

XIV. 

While  tbe  ball  was  filling,  and  the  groups  of  deputies  in- 
quired of  each  other  tbe  events  of  tbe  night,  the  armed  sec- 
tion of  La  Butte  des  Moulins,  supported  by  five  surround- 
ing sections  fitim  the  center  of  Pans,  learning  that  tbe  Fau- 
bourg St.  Antoine  was  marching  to  disarm  it,  intrenched 
themselves  in  the  garden  of  the  Palais  Royal,  and  leveled 
their  cannon,  charged  them  with  grape,  and  presented  a 
last  point  of  defense  to  the  modirii  of  the  Convention 
^[sinet  the  oppression  of  the  Commune.  The  forty  thou- 
sand fedei-alists,  arrived  at  tbe  gratings  of  the  Palais  Royal, 
tried  to  force  the  gates  of  that  garden.  Tbe  sections  of  tbe 
center  disposed  themselves  to  defend  them.  Blood  waa 
about  to  flow.  They  came  to  a  parley,  and  the  federalista 
contented  theroeetves  with  demanding  an  entrance  into  the 
garden  for  the  deputations  of  their  battalions,  in  order  to 
assure  themselves  if  it  were  true  that  the  section  aries  of  tha 
Palais  Royal  had  set  up  the  white  cockade.  The  deputa- 
tions being  intrt>duced,  recognized  the  absurdity  of  this  cal- 
umny, and  shook  hands  with  their  brethren  in  arms.  This 
episode  appeased  the  anger  of  the  pei^le,  and  restrained 
the  battalions  of  the  two  parties. 

The  utting  of  the  Convention  opoaed  at  mx  o'clock. 
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The  miniater  of  tfae  interior,  Garat,  and,  after  him,  Pache, 
rendered  an  account  of  the  agitation  of  Paris,  which  they 
attributed  to  the  i-estoration  of  the  CommiBBion  of  Twelve. 
Valaze,  impatient  to  decide  the  day,  ascended,  oee  of  the 
first,  to  the  tribune.  Vergikiaud,  who  dreaded  the  temerity 
of  his  friends,  made  a  sign  c^  displeaBui'e.  "  Since  the 
breaking  up  of  the  meeling  uf  yesterday,"  said  Valaze,  "  the 
tocsin  sounds,  the  generaU  has  beaten,  by  order  of  wfaom  I 
Dare  you  look  at  the  guilty  T  Henriot,  provisional  com- 
mandant, baa  sent  tu  the  poat  of  the  Punt  Neuf  the  order 
to  fica  the  alarm,  gun.  It  is  a  manifest  prevarication,  pun* 
ishable  by  the  pain  of  deub."  (The  tribunes  ruse  at  theee 
words.)  "  If  the  tumult  continues."  resumed  Valaz^,  with 
intrepidity,  "  I  declare  that  I  will  make  my  character  re- 
spected. I  am  here  the  representative  of  twenty-five  mill- 
ions of  men.  I  demand  that  Henriot  be  called  to  the  bar, 
and  put  under  arrest.  I  demand  that  the  Commission  of 
Twelve,  BO  much  calumniated,  be  called  upon  to  communi- 
cate the  reports  which  they  have  ■■eceived." 

Thuriot  succeeded  to  Valaz£.  He  demaoded  that  the 
Commission  should  be  again  immediately  dissolved;  that 
seals  should  be  placed  upon  their  papers,  and  the  examina- 
tion of  their  acts  deferred  to  the  Committee  of  Pubfic 
Safety.  These  words  of  Thuriot  were  bi-oken  off,  and  at 
.  last  interrupted  by  the  sound  of  the  tocsin.  Confused  cries 
arose,  some  for  the  motion  of  Valaz^,  others  for  that  of 
Thuriot.  The  alarm  gun  drowned  all.  Vergniaud,  in  the 
tribune,  made  a  gesture  of  pacification,  and  obtained  sitenee. 

"  1  am  so  persuaded  of  the  tnitlis  you  have  been  told  re- 
garding the  fatal  consequences  of  the  combat  which  appears 
to  he  preparing  in  Pans — I  am  so  convinced  that  this  com- 
bat will  eminently  compromise  liberty  and  the  republic — 
that,  in  my  consideration,  he  who  desires  to  see  himself  en- 
gaged in  it  is  an  accomplice  of  our  exteiior  enemies,  what- 
ever be  the  success  of  it.  And  the  commission  is  pointed 
out  to  you  as  the  scoui^  of  France  at  the  moment  even 
wfaen  you  hear  the  cannon  of  alarm  1  They  demand  that 
it  should  be  dissolved  if  it  has  committed  any  arbitrary  acts. 
Without  doubt,  if  it  bos  done  this,  it  ou^t  to  be  dissoWed. 
But  it  must  be  heard.  However,  this  is  not  the  moment, 
in  my  opinion,  to  hear  its  repoil.  This  report  will  necee- 
sarily  clash  against  the  pasaions,  which  should  be  avoided 
in  tSa  day  of  agitation.  What  is  requisite,  is,  that  the 
Coimntim)  alionkl  prove  ta  France,  that  she  ia  free-    Well, 
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then,  to  prove  so,  it  is  not  nccossary  to  dissolve  the  comims* 
aion  to-day.  I  demand,  then,  an  adjounaent  until  to-mor- 
row. In  the  mean  time,  let  ub  know  who  has  ordered  the 
alarm  gun  to  be  fired,  and  let  ub  order  the  commandant- 
genenil  to  appear  at  the  bar." 

Unanimous  cries  of  applause  arose  to  sanciion  this  ad- 
journment of  Vergniaud.  He  neither  saved  liberty  nor 
honor,  but  he  saved  the  attitude  of  the  Convention.  He 
appeased  the  people  by  promising  them  the  victoi^.  He 
aaiisfied  La  Montagne  in  taking  irom  them  the  odium  of 
violence.  He  preserved  the  heads  of  the  Girondists  by 
pi-omising  their  abdication.  It  vras  a  vain  proteutalion.of 
respect  to  the  law.  It  belonged  to  all,  and,  above  all,  to 
the  weak.  The  Girondists  felt  themseLvea  at  once  lost  and 
saved  in  tlie  concessioTi  of  their  orator.  Those  vrho  thought 
of  their  own  lives  applauded  him ;  those  who  thought  of 
their  honor  remained  in  mute  oonatemation. 

XV. 
Danton  desired  to  wrest  for  the  Assembly  a  victory 
already  half  ceded  by  Vergniaud.  "  Justice  before  all  the 
commission,"  said  he,  in  his  Toost  powerful  voice.  "  It  has 
meiited  popular  indignation  ;  remember  my  discourse  to 
you  against  it.  A  man  whom  nature  has  crested  with  a 
benign  disposition,  without  passions — the  minister  of  the 
interior — bas  himself  engaged  to  release  his  vic:tima  to  yoa. 
You  created  this  commission,  not  for  itself  but  for  yourself. 
Examine  its  acts.  If  it  is  guilty,  make  a  terrible  example 
of  it,  which  will  terrify  all  those  who  do  not  respect  the 
people,  even  in  their  revolutionary  exaggeration.  The 
cannon  have  thundered.  But  if  Paris  has  only  desired  to 
give  a  grand  signal  to  excite  the  representations  which  are 
laid  to  you,  if  Paris,  by  a  too  solemn  convocation  has  only 
wished  to  warn  all  the  citizens  to  come  and  demand  justice 
of  you,  Paris  bas  still  merited  well  of  the  country  1  Far 
from  blaming  this  explosion,  turn  it  to  the  profit  of  the 
public  weal,  by  dissolving  your  commission." 

Some  murmured,  others  applauded.  Danton  threw  s 
glance  of  disdain  upon  La  Plaine,  which  was  in  agitation  at 
his  feet.  "  I  only  address  myself,"  said  he,  making  a  sign 
to  Vei^iaud — "  I  only  address  myself  to  those  who  have 
some  political  talent,  and  not  to  those  absurd  persons  who 
'  know  not  how  to  speak,  but  by  their  passions."  Th^  mo- 
tion of  his  bead,  and  the  glance  of  his  eye,  conveyed  thii 
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insolent  aposti'oplie  to  Guadet,  Buzot,  and  Louvet.  '"  \  txy 
to  the  iirat,"  continued  Dantoii,  "  cunsid^r  the  grandeur  of 
your  aim ;  it  is  to  save  the  people  from  their  enemies,  trom 
the  aristocrats,  from  their  own  anger.  The  commiBBion  tias 
been  BufHctentl]'  devoid  of  aense  to  issue  rash  arrests  ond 
notify  them  to  the  mayor  of  Paris,  I  demand  the  judgment 
ofits  membere.  You  believe  them  irrepi-oachable,  you  Buy  "i 
For  myself  I  believe  that  they  have  only  listened  to  tbeii 
own  resentments.  This  chaos  must  be  reduced  lo  order — 
justice  must  be  done  to  the  people!"  "What  people t" 
cried  out  La  Plaine  to  him.  "This  people  is  immense." 
He  showed  with  his  hand  the  innumerable  beads  whifrh 
leaned  from  the  height  of  the  public  tribunes.  "  This  people 
is  the  advanced  guard  of  iho  t^public,  All  the  departmenta 
execrare  tyranny.  All  avow  this  grand  movement  which 
shall  exterminate  tyranay.  I  will  be  the  first  to  render  ample 
justice  to  those  courageous  men  who  have  caused  the  air 
to  resound  with  the  tocsin,  and  the  cannon  of  alarm."  The 
bravos  of  the  tnbunes  did  not  allow  him  to  finish  this  justi- 
fication of  Hentiot,  and  of  the  revolutionary  committee  of 
the  Commune.  Danton,  led  away  himself  far  from  the 
moderation  which  be  meditated  in  commencing  his  speech, 
felt  that  he  was  intoxicating  himself  with  the  delirium  of  bis 
auditory,  and  that  he  irritated  the  rage  he  desired  to  allay. 
He  resumed  thus :  "  If  some  men,"  said  he,  "  of  whatever 
party  tfaey  may  be,  would  wish  to  prolong  a  movement, 
rendered  oseless  when  you  shall  have  had  justice,  Paris 
herself  vrill  annihilate  them  !"  He  concluded  by  demand- 
ing that  the  Assembly  should  be  consulted  upon  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Commission  of  Twelve. 

Vergniaud,  apostrophized  by  the  tribunes,  demanded  that 
they  should  be  evacuated.  "  You  accuse  us,"  cried  Rabaud 
to  Bourdon  de  I'CHse,  "  because  you  know  tbat  we  ought  to 
accuse  you  I"  The  deputation  of  the  section  of  TObserva- 
toire  was  admitted.  They  desired,  they  said,  in  the  name 
of  the  Greneral  Council,  to  communicate  the  measures  they 
had  taken.  Tbey  had  placed  property  under  the  care  of 
the  A»u  evtoOet,  and  as  that  class  could  not  exist  without 
labor,  they  had  allotted  them  a  sum  of  forty  sous  per  diem. 
"  The  people  who  rose  a  first  time,"  said  the  orator,  "  to 
hurl  the  tyrant  firom  his  throne,  arise  again  to  arrest  the 
liberty-destroying  plots  of  the  contra  revolutionists !"  "I>e- 
Dounce  these  plots,"  cried  the  Girondists  to  him.  Guadet, 
irritated  by  so  much  audacity,  rushed  to  the  tribune.     "  Tbn 
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petitionerB,"  aaiil  lie,  "speak  of  great  conspiracies;  lb«y 
only  deceive  (httnioelves  in  one  wwd,  that  is,  in  lieu  of  say- 
ug  they  httve  discovered  them,  they  ought  to  say  ilivy  have 
executed  tbem."  The  tribunes,  at  these  words,  seemed 
ready  to  rush  upon  GruadeL  "  Let  this  DunxHiriez  speak," 
■aid  Bourdon  del'Oise,  "  Do  you  think,"  puraued  Guadet, 
"  that  the  laws  belong  to  the  eectioos  nf  Paris  or  to  ibe  en- 
tire republic !  To  establish  an  authority  above  the  laws  is 
to  viijlttte  the  republic.  And  are  not  those  above  the  law 
who  cause  the  tocsin  to  sound,  the  gatee  of  the  city  to  be 
shnt,  and  the  alann  gun  to  thunder  1  They  are  not  the 
sections  of  Psris;  they  are  a  few  villains,"  "You  desire 
to  destroy  Parts ;  you  calumniate  it,"  cried  out  La  Mon- 
tagne  to  him.  "  I  am  the  friend  of  Paris ;  the  enemy  of 
Fari«  is  yourself,"  replied  the  orator.  He  would  have  con- 
tinued, but  ehouts  and  invectives  cut  short  his  speech. 

XVI. 
The  president  threatened  to  make  tJte  tribunes  evacuate 
the  balL  "  A  rival  authority  raises  itself  by  your  side,"  re- 
sumed Guadet,  "  if  you  permit  this  revolutionary  committee 
to  Buhsist."  His  voice  aeaia  expired  in  the  tumult.  They 
bardly  heard  bis  proposition  to  annul  all  the  measures  taken 
by  the  municipality,  and  to  charge  the  Commission  of 
Twelve  to  discover  and  to  punish  those  who  had  caused  the 
barriers  to  be  shut,  the  tocsin  to  be  sounded,  and  the  can- 
non fired.  Vergniaud  succeeded  Guadet,  seeking  to  aliay 
the  irritation  prMluced  by  the  speech  of  hia  friend.  "  Are 
the  Girondists  alone  permitted  to  speak  t"  cried  out  Legen* 
Sve  to  him.  "  Let  Couthon  speak."  Rofaespiere  spoke  in 
a  low  tone  to  his  confidant,  and  iollowed  him  with  his  eye 
to  the  tribune.  "  Without  doubt  there  is  a  movement  in 
Paris,"  said  Couthon.  "  The  Commune  has  caused  the 
tocsin  to  sound,  but  we  are  in  a  moment  of  crisis  now,  when 
it  can  take  under  its  responsibility  those  measures  rendered 
necessary  by  circumstances."  Guadet  accused  him  of  hav- 
ing prepared  the  insurrection.  "  Where  is  the  insurrectioQ  t 
It  is  an  insult  to  the  people  of  Paris  to  say  there  is  an  insur- 
recrinn.  If  there  has  been  commotion,  it  ia  your  comtnis- 
sion  which  has  caused  it.  It  is  a  criminal  faction,  which,  to 
cover  a  great  conspiracy,  desires  a  great  disturbance.  It 
is  this  faction  which  desifes,  by  spreading  its  calumny,  to 
kindle  civil  war,  and  to  afford  our  enemies  the  means  of 
entering  France,  and  there  proclaiming  a  tyrant.     Recall 
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CO  yourselves,  cittzena,  that  the  court,  saekiog  always  new 
means  of  suppressing  liberty,  contrived  to  establish  a  central 
committee.  Thus  the  taction  qT  the  '  Honuaes  d'Btat'  faaa 
caused  a  commission  to  be  created.  The  commission  of 
the  court  caused  Hebert  to  be  arrested,  the  Commission  of 
Twelve  arrested  bim  ako ;  Jita  commission  of  the  court  is- 
sued a  mandate  of  u'l'est  agaiust  thi-ee  deputies ;  when  it 
saw  that  opinion  abandoned  it,  it  ran  the  risk  of  an  appeal 
to  armed  force.  Is  this  not  precisely  what  the  CommissiOD 
of  Twelve  has  done  V  This  cunning  parallel  of  Couthon's, 
between  the  acts  of  the  two  tyramitet,  excited  the  cmans 
oE  the  tribunsH,  whom  auch  an  assimilation  reminded  of 
tiie  10th  of  August.     The  orator,  iuterruplad  by  tike  ulap- 

Eing  of  hattds,  appeared  to  rejoice  in  the  bad  feeling  be 
ad  excUed,  and  was  only  preventod  from  resuming  his  dis- 
course by  fais  breath  literally  failiug  him.  Vergniaud  felt 
the  blow ;  his  heart  denied  utterance.  He  turned  toward 
the  usher,  who  supplied  the  orators  with  a  glass  of  water: 
"  Give,"  said  he,  "  a  glass  of  blood  to  Couthon ;  he  is  thiiM> 
log  fur  it."  Afietward  resuming  his  sang  froid,  and  feeling 
that  some  sacrifice  was  required  by  circumstances  to  disai-m 
the  people,  he  asc^ded  the  tribune.  "  And  I  also,"  said 
he^"I  demand  that  you  decree  that  the  sections  of  Paris 
have  deserved  well  of  the  country  in  maintaining  tranquillity 
on  this  critical  day,  and  that  you  should  invite  them  to  con- 
,  tinue  the  same  surveillance  until  every  conspiracy  is  devel^ 
oped."  This  proposition,  admitting  two  senses,  was  de- 
creed through  weariness  by  the  two  paities>  each  of  the 
two  thinking  it  voted  against  the  other. 

But  fi-eah  petitionee  came  unexpectedly,  who  derauoded 
more  imperiously  tbattbe  deputies— ^ntiton  to  tiie  vuimtry 
— should  be  delivered  up  to  the  blade  <)f  justice ;  they  de- 
manded a  revolutionary  army  of  Paris,  levied  and  paid 
at  the  rate  of  forty  sous  per  diem ;  the  arrest  of  twenty- 
two  Girondists ;  the  price  of  bread  fixed  at  three  sous  per 
pound  at  the  expense  <kf  the  republic;  and  the  general 
armament  of  the  ta»i  ctUotttt.  After  these  petitiottera,  the 
members  composing  the  administration  of  Paris  came  to 
read  a  denunciatory  address  against  the  Girondists.  "  They 
have  desired  the  destruction  of  Paris,"  said  Lfauillier,  their 
presidenL  "  If  Paiia  should  disappear  from  the  face  of  the 
globa,  it  will  be  from  having  defended  the  unity  of  tho  re- 
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people  is  weary  of  bo  mach  apathy.  Let  their  enenqiM 
tremble !  Their  majestic  anger  ia  ready  to  break  out. 
Let  them  tremble !  The  iiniverBe  will  quake  from  their 
vengeance.  Isnard  has  recited  civil  war  and  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  capital !  We  demand  from  you  the  decree  of 
accuBation  against  faim  and  his  accomplices,  Brissot,  Quadet, 
Vergniaud,  GreDsonn6,  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Roland,  Lebrun, 
and  Claviere.  Avenge  yourselves  on  Isnard  and  Roland, 
and  make  a  great  example  1" 

ZVI] 

Hardly  was  this  address  heard,  when  the  crowd  which 
followed  the  deputation  Heated  themselves  upon  the  benches 
of  La  Montague.  Vergniaud  and  Doulcet  exclaimed  agsinsl 
a  confusion  which  stopped  all  discussion,  and  annulled  the 
law.  "  Well,  tben,"  said  Levasseur  de  la  Sarthe,  "  let 
the  deputies  of  La  Montague  pass  «n  miute,  on  this  side 
{pointing  to  the  empty  benches  on  the  right),  "  our  places 
will  be  well  kept  by  the  petitioners  I"  La  Moutagne  obey- 
ed, and  precipitated  themeelvee  to  the  side  of  the  Girimdists, 
in  the  right  division  of  the  hall.  Vergnisud  demanded  thai 
the  caromandaat  of  the  armed  tiivce  should  be  summoned 
to  receive  the  orders  of  the  president.  Yalaz^  pivtesied, 
in  the  name  of  four  hundred  thousand  souls  whom  be  repre* 
sented,  against  any  deliberation  adopted  under  ibe  dictation 
of  insurrection. 

Robespierre  desired  to  speak.  Vergniaud  arose,  "  The 
National  Convention,"  said  be,  "  can  not  deliberate  in  its 
present  state ;  let  us  go  and  join  the  armed  force,  and  place 
ourselves  under  the  protection  of  the  people." 

Vergniaud,  at  these  woi'ds,  went  out  with  some  fiiends, 
but  returned  soon  aflerward,  either  repulsed  by  the  multi- 
tude, or  having  regretted  leaving  the  tribune  to  his  enemies. 
Robespierre  tdready  occupied  it,  and  reproached  the  As- 
sembly with  the  hesitation  of  its  attitude,  and  the  insignifi- 
cance of  its  resolutions.  Vergniaud,  who  heard  these  last 
-words  of  the  orator,  demanded  leave  to  speak. 

Robespierre,  regarding  Yei^iaud  from  the  height  of 
the  tribune  with  diadain,  said,  "  I  will  not  occupy' the  As- 
sembly with  the  flight  and  return  of  those  who  have  desert- 
ed their  posts.  It  is  not  by  insignificant  measures  that  one 
can  save  the  country.  Your  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
the  organ  of  Bairdre,  has  made  you  matiy  propositiona. 
There  is  one  Wiich  I  adopt— it  is  that  of  the  suppresBiiHi 
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of  the.Commiasioii  of  Twelve.  But  do  you  believa  tb^  is 
fluffidjent  to  satisfy  our  disquieted  friendB  of  the  safety  of 
tbecountry?  No!  Already  has  this  commission  been 
suppressed,  and  the  couiae  of  treason  has  not  been  inter- 
rupted. Take  against  its  members  tfaoee  -rigoroua  mea»> 
uroB  which  the  petitioners  have  just  indicated  to  you. 
There  are  men  here  who  would  desire  to  punish  this  insur- 
rection as  a  crime !  You  would  place,  then,  an  armed 
force  in  the  hands  of  those  who  desire  to  direct  it  against 
the  people  !"  Here  Sobespierre  appeared  to  desire  to  op- 
pose, without  explaining  himself  clearly,  the  different  meas- 
ures proposed  under  the  circumstances.  Vergnisud,  weary 
of  awaiting  the  blow  which  Robespie,rre  thus  balanced  over 
his  head,  cried  out,  in  a  tone  of  impatience,  "  Conclude, 
then  I"  Violent  murmurs  broke  out  against  Vergniaud  at 
this  apostrophe.  Robespierre  regarded  bia  interrupter 
with  a  disdainful  smile.  "  Yes,  I  am  about  to  conclude," 
said  he,  "  and  against  you !  against  you,  who  after  the  rev- 
'  olution  of  the  lOtb  of  August,  desired  to  conduct  those  to 
the  scaffold  who  caused  it !  against  you,  who  have  inces- 
santly provoked  the  destruction  of  Paris  !  against  you,  who 
desired  to  save  the  tyrant !  against  you,  who  conspired  with 
Dumouiiez  j  against  you;  who  have  persecuted  with  hit 
temess  those  same  patriots,  whose  heads  Dumouriez  de- 
manded !  against  you,  whose  criminal  vengeance  has  pro 
Toked  this  insurrection,  which  you  desire  now  to  make  the 
crime  of  your  victims  !  My  conclusion  is  the  decree  of  ac- 
cusation against  the  accomplices  of  Dumouriez,  and  against, 
all  those  who  have  been  designated  by  the  petitioners." 

Each  of  the  conclusions  of  Kobespierre,  applauded  by 
La  Montague,  the  petitioners,  and  the  tribunes,  deprived 
Vergniaud  of  every  idea  of  replying.  All  the  weight  of  the 
Convention  and  of  the  people  seemed  to  crush  the  Girond- 
ists. They  were  silent.  The  decree  proposed  by  Banere 
was  put  to  tlie  vote.  This  decree  contained,  wiib  the  sup- 
pression of  the  twelve,  some  measures  of  bypocriiical  inde- 
pendence, which  might  save  appearances  in  the  eyes  of  the 
departmenrs.  It  was  voted  without  debate  by  La  Plaine, 
as  well  as  by  La  Montagne. 

A  feigned  joy  on  one  aide,  cruel  on  the  other,  broke  out 
in  the  Assembly,  and  communicated  itself  from  the  tribunes 
to  the  exterior  of  the  assemblage,  which  filled  the  ball. 
Bazire  proposed  to  the  Convention  to  go  and  fraternize 
with  the  people,  and  to  mingle  in  the  concord  of  all  the 
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citizens.  Tbts  proposition  was  adopted  with  eBthnriasm. 
Fear  bu  also  its  alleviations.  The  Cammune  iratantlf 
caused  Paris  to  be  illuminated.  The  Conventicra  proceed' 
ed,  and,  surrounded  hy  ttvcb  bearers,  traTened,  during  the 
uii^ht,  the  principal  quarters  of  the  ca|Mtal,  followed  bj  the 
sectionanee,  StMi  anaweriiw  by  their  afaouts  to  cries  of 
"  Vivo  la  Republiqoe !"  Tbo  Girondists,  trombiing  to  lig- 
nalize  tbemaelves  by  their  absence,  followed  the  eortige, 
aud  were  present,  with  signs  of  forced  joy,  st  the  triamph 
over  themselves.  CondorcM,  Pelion,  Oensonn^,  Ver- 
gniand,  and  FonlHde  were  there.  Louis  XVI,  was  aveng- 
ed :  the  conspiritoiB  of  the  10th  of  August  had  their  20th 
of  June. 

This  humiliating  triumph,  to  which  the  people  drew  them 
already  in  chains,  was  the  presage  of  their  approaching  fall, 
and  the  &Bt  derision  cast  on  their  long  punishment. 
■<  Which  do  you  prefer — >tbi8  ovation  or  the  scaffold  V  said 
Foair^e,  loudly  enough  to  be  heard,  to  Vergniaud,  who 
walked  with  downcast  brow  by  his  side.  "  It  is  all  the 
same  to  me,"  replied  Vergniaud,  with  stoical  iiidifierence ; 
"  there  is  no  choice  between  this  walk  and  the  scafibld  ;  it 
conducts  as  to  it." 


BOOK  ILII. 


I. 

WaiLn  the  Girondists  tbna  followed  the  «»r*4^  of  dtelr 
defeat,  the  revolotionary  committee  sent  armed  agends  to 
arrest  Roland  at  his  house.  The  geiriiis  and  beauty  of  his 
wife,  popular  report,  which  converted  bis  abode  into  the 
focus  of  conspiracy  against  La  Montague,  the  invectives 
of  Mamt,  the  insinuatiotv  of  Robespierre,  the  ]>enietual 
allusions  of  the  Jacobite  joaraals  to  the  occult  influence 
of  this  family,  and  the  name  of  Rolandista  given  to  the 
Girondists— 4haa  couEbunding  the  pretended  crimes  of 
Roland  with  those  attributed  to  his  friends — all  prevented 
the  people  from  forgetting  the  fallrai  minister.  Thoy 
feared  him  too  much  to  pardon  him,  and  believed  that 
they  arrested  in  his  pentm  a  whole  conspiracy  against  the 
republic. 

At  six  in  the  evening,  while  his  fiiends  were  yet 
struggling  io  the  Conventioa,  the  secd(HiBTi«B  pwecittad 
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thaiDselves  at  his  abode,  and  ordered  him  to  follow  them, 
in  the  name  of  the  revolutionary  committee,  exhibiting  at 
the  eame  time  a  written  order..  "  1  do  liot  lecognize  the 
authority  of  ihifl  warrant,"  returned  Roland,  "  and  I  will 
not  voluntarily  obey  ordera  emanating  from  an  illegal 
authority.  If  yon  employ  violence,  1  can  only  oppose 
the  reaistance  of  a  man  of  my  age ;  but  I  will  proteat 
against  it  with  my  last  breath."  "I  have  no  ohiers  to 
employ  violence,"  replied  the  bearer  of  the  warrant.  "  I 
shall  refer  to  the  council  of  the  Commune,  and  leave  my 
men  here  to  assure  themaeivea  of  your  peison," 

II. 
Madame  Roland,  equally  indignant  at  this  violation  of  the 
law,  and  the  danger  to  which  her  husband  was  exposed, 
hastily  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Conventioa  to  demand  redresa. 
She,  inoreaver,  sent  a  note  to  the  president,  requesting 
admittance  to  the  bar  of  the  bouse,  got  into  a  hackney 
coach,  and  drove  to  the  Tuileries,  A  deputy  of  La  Plaine 
named  Roz^,  procured  her  an  interview  with  Vergniaud. 
"  Obtain  entrance  fiir  me,  and  a  hearing,"  said  this  coura- 
geous woman.  "  I  will  declare  truths  which  wilt  be  useful 
to  the  republic,  and  arouse  the  Convention  from  its  stupor 
— an  example  of  courage  may  fihame  the  nation."  Vef' 
gniaud  persuaded  her  to  relinquish  her  design,  pressed  her 
hand  aa  if  for  a  last  ftrewell,  and  returned,  touched  and 
invigorated,  to  reply  to  Robespierre.  Madame  Roland 
quitted  the  Tuilenes;  and  on  her  return  home,  the  con- 
merge  informed  her  that  her  husband,  freed  from  the  Bur- 
veillTince  of  the  lectionsries,  had  taken  refuge  in  an  adjoin- 
ing bouse.  She  hastened  thither,  but  found  that  he  had 
already  quitted  this  asylum :  she  followed  him,  threw  her- 
seff  into  bia  arms,  infoimed  htm  of  what  she  had  already 
attempted,  rejoiced  at  his  safety,  and  again  quitted  him  to 
eixleavor  to  obtain  admittance  to  the  Convention. 

III. 
It  bad  been  dark  for  the  laM  two  hours,  and  Madame 
Roland  traversed  the  brilKantly  lighted  streets,  without 
knowing  of  which  party  these  illuminations  celebrated  the 
triumph.  On  her  arrival  at  the  Carrousel,  where  forty 
thousand  men  bad  so  lately  thronged,  rile  found  it  silent 
and  deserrad.  The  sitting  was  ended,  and  a  few  sentineTa 
only  remained  to  guard  the  doora  of  the  national  palecfc 
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She  queadoDed  a  group  ni  tans  culottri,  wlio  watched  by  >1 
piece  of  caiiDon.  Tbey  infonned  hrr  that  the  Cummiltea 
of  Twelve  was  overthrown  ;  that  chia  aacrifice  had  recon- 
ciled the  patriots;  Paris  bad  saved  the  republic;  the  reign 
of  the  traitors  was  at  an  end,  and  that  the  victorimu 
municipality  would  soon  order  the  arrest  of  the  twenty- 
two,  bhe  returned  home,  stunned  by  this  inteltigence, 
embraced  her  sleeping  daughter,  and  deliberated  whether 
she  should  BSve  herself  frnm  anest  by  flight.  The  place 
where  her  husband  had  taken  refuge  could  not  conceal 
tbem  both,  and  the  only  abode  open  to  her  would  have 
given  rise  to  caluniniee  which  she  dreaded  more  than 
death ;  and  she  resolved  to  await  her  doom  at  her  Own 
hearth.  She  had  long  steeled  her  heart  against  persecu- 
tion, and  even  assaBsinatioa ;  and,  fiill  of  a  double  passion 
— love  devoid  of  weakness,  and  despairing  patriotism — she 
beheld  in  death  only  a  refuge  for  her  virtue,  and  a  brilliant 
immortality  for  her  name.  She  regretted  nothing  in  life 
save  her  daughter,  in  whom  she  beheld  the  germ  of  her 
own  talents,  with  more  mental  control  to  direct  tbem. 
She. had  trusty  friends  to  whom  sbe  could  bequeath  this 
treasure ;  and,  relieved  of  this  anxiety,  she  was  ready  for 
the  woiat.  She  wrote  an  account  of  the  events  of  the  day 
to  Roland,  and,  overwhelmed  by  sorrow  and  fatigue,  had 

Cit  fallen  asleep,  when  the  sectionaries  broke  into  her 
nee,  and  caused  her  to  be  awakened  by  her  Jhnme  tU 
chamirt.  She  arose,  and,  inotantly  divining  their  errand, 
dressed  herself  and  made  a  packet  of  her  garments,  aa 
though  quitting  her  house  forever.  The  section aries 
awaited  her  in  the  salon,  and  presented  to  her  the  order 
of  the  Commune  for  her  arrest.  She  requested  permission 
to  write  to  a  Iriend,  which  was  granted ;  but  as  the  chief 
sgetit  insisted  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  contents 
and  address  of  the  letter,  sbe  indignantly  destroyed  it, 
preferring  to  depart  without  bidding  farewell  to  her  fiiend, 
than  denounce  a  friendship  which  would  be  perverted  into 

At  daybreak  sbe  was  torn  from  her  weeping  daughter 
and  servants.  "  How  much  you  are  beloved,"  said  the 
chief  of  the  sectionariee,  who  bad  never  seen  in  this  beau- 
tiful and  accomplished  woman,  augbt  but  the  leader  of  an 
odiiius  and  calumniated  party.  "  Because  I  love,"  returned 
Madame  Roland,  proudly.  She  was  placed  in  a  carriage, 
sturounded  by  gau  d'armea;  the  populace  crowded  round. 
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shouting  "Ala  guittotine  I"  A  commiaBary  of  the  Com 
mune  asked  Madame  Roland  if  she  wi^ed  to  have  the 
windows  of  the  carriage  closed.  "  No,"  returned  she  ; 
"oppressed  ionocence  should  not  assume  the  attitude  of 
crime  and  shame.  I  do  not  fear  the  looks  of  honest  inen, 
and  I  farava  those  of  mj  enemies."  "You  hare  much 
more  resolution  than  many  men,"  retained  the  commiseary, 
"  you  calmly  await  justice."  "  Justice  !"  replied  Madame 
Roland,  "  \i  there  were  justice,  I  should  not  he  here.  I 
shall  go  to  the  scaffold  as  fearlessly  as  I  go  to  prison.  I 
despise  life."  The  doors  of  a  prison  closed  on  her;  and 
all  the  rirtues,  the  faults,  the  hopes,  repentance,  and  hero- 
ism of  her  party  seemed  to  enter  the  dungeon  with  her. 

IV. 
The  sitting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Ist  of  June  wm 
enUrely  occupied  hy  the  reading  of  the  proclamation  of 
the  Committee  of  Fuhlic  Safety  to  the  French  people, 
dnwn  up  and  read  by  Barr^re.  This  proclamation  ex- 
cused the  insurrection  as  a  fortunate  iUegality  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Paris,  and  exhibited  ue  Qirondists  as 
repreaeatatiTes  cf  a  too  rigid  virtue,  whose  errors  the  Con- 
vention had  repaired ;  at  the  same  time  covering  them  with 
its  inviolability.  The  Commune,  intoxicated  with  its  vio 
tory,  assumed  a  more  imperious  tone,  and  met  to  complete 
thejr  victory, 

•  Marat  presented  himself  at  the  tribune.  "  Riro,  sovereign 
people,"  said  he,  "  you  have  no  resource  hut  in  your  own 
energy.  Your  mandatories  betray  you.  Present  your- 
selves at  the  Convention,  read  your  addi-ess,  and  do  not 
d^art  until  you  have  obtained  an  answer.  Aiier  which 
you  will  act  in  a  manner  befitting  your  rights  and  in- 
terests." At  the  voice  of  Marat,  the  Commune  nominated 
twelve  commissaries,  six  from  its  own  body,  and  six  from 
the  insurrectional  committee,  to  bear  the  address  to  Hie 
Convention.  The  measures  of  the  rising  of  the  Parisians 
M  masie,  die  pay  of  the  sum  ctUette*,  the  tocsin,  the  rof^^id, 
the  alarm  gun  were  voted. 

V. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Committee  tt  Public  Safety,  in 
whom  tiie  decree  of  the  Convention  ht  I  vested  the  powers 
they  had  torn  from  the  CommiBsion  ol  Twelve,  also  delib- 
erated.    It  was  then  principally  composed  of  deputies  of 

VOL.  III.— B 
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La  Montague,  and  a  few  tteutralieta  of  La  Plaiue.  Tbo 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  sat  in  Becret,  and  wtu  com- 
posed  of  only  nine  members;  Barrere,  DelmaB,  Br6ard, 
CamboQ,  Robert  Lindet,  Guyton  de  Murvaau,  Treilhard, 
LBcroix.  d'Eure  et  Loire,  and  Danton.  The  CommitMe, 
informed  by  iti  agonts  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Commune, 
and  the  intended  arreet  of  the  twenty-two,  passed  the  night 
and  a  part  of  the  next  day  in  deliberation.  Pache,  Ghirat, 
minister  of  the  interior,  and  Bouchotte,  minister  of  war, 
and  tool  of  Pache'a,  were  summoned  before  them.  The 
opinions  w^re  divided.  Pache,  Bouchotte,  and  Garat  did 
not  conceal  frotA  the  Committee  that  the  arrest  of  the 
twenty-two  was  the  only  measure  which  could  calm  the 
excitement  of  Paris.  This  cruel  necessity  of  immolating 
their  colleagues  at  the  ostracism  of  the  multitude,  seemed 
repugnant  even  to  Baixdre.  "  We  must  see,"  said  he  to 
Pache,  "  who  represents  the  nation— the  National  Con- 
vention or  ihe  Commune  of  Paris."  Lacroix,  a  fanatical 
member  of  the  Cordeliers'  club,  devoted  to  DantOD,  as  the 
genius  of  the  republic,  did  not  veature  to  give  an  opinion 
before  his  master  had  spoken,  and  even  Danton  seemed 
for  the  first  time  undecided. 

Glarat  lamented  the  imminence  of  the  peril,  and  the  fatal 
consequencea  of  such  a  sacrifice  made  to  the  brutal  force  cd 
the  mob.  Then,  as  if  suddenly  illuminated  by  one  of  those 
bright  flashes  which  dispeb  darkness  and  difficulty,  '*  I  see 
but  one  mevns  of  saving  them,"  exclaimed  he;  "but  it  de-* 
mands  a  degree  of  heroism  for  which  I  dare  not  hope  in 
these  corrupt  tiroes."  "  Speak,"  replied  Danton  ;  "  our 
souls  are  worthy  those  of  antiquity  ;  the  Revolution  has  not 
degraded  human  nature."  "Well,  then,"  returned  Qarat, 
with  the  hesitation  of  a  man  who  sounds  the  abysses  of  the 
heart  of  auothffl-,  without  knowing  whether  he  will  find 
crime  or  virtue ;  "  remember  the  quarrels  of  Themistocles 
and  Arisddes,  which  threatened  the  destruction  of  their 
country,  by  dividing  it  into  two  Actions  ;  Ariatides  saved 
bis%ountry  by  bis  greatness  of  soul.  '  Athenians,'  said  he 
to  the  people,  who  wavered  between  himself  and  his  rival, 
'  you  will  never  be  happy  and  tranquil  until  you  have  cast 
Themistoclea  and  myself  into  the  gulf  into  which  you  cast 
your  criminals.' " 

"  You  are  right,"  ried  Daiiton,  seizing  the  allusion  bo- 
fore  Garat  bad'  a|  )Iied  it  to  the  present  circumstaneea. 
"  You  are  right;  ti.e  unity  of  the  republic  must,  if  necea- 
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saiy,  triumpli  over  our  corpsea.  We  Bud  oar  eneniies  must 
exile  oarselves  in  an  equal  number  from  the  Cnnventioa,  in 
omer  to  restore  to  it  strength  and  peace.  I  will  hasten  to 
propose  this  to  our  heroic  fHends  of  tbe  Montagne,  and  I 
will  ofier  to  go  as  a  hostage  to  Bordeaux." 

The  whole  committee,  wrried  away  by  the  generoiity  of 
Danton,  adopted  this  plan;  which,  while  it  left  the  honor 
of  the  sacrifice  to  the  Montague,  saved  the  Girondists,  and 
gave  the  victory  to  patriotism  only. 

But  enthusiasm  soon  grows  cold.  Danton  carried  away 
a  few  of  hie  friends  by  bis  example  ;  tbe  rest  demanded 
time  for  reflection.  He  caused  Robespierre  to  be  sounded ; 
but  tbe  latter,  more  politic  and  less  generous,  dissipated  the 
rilasions  of  Danton  in  the  eyes  of  his  friends.  "His  logic 
Oid  not  permit  him  to  abdicate,"  be  said,  "  not  his  power, 
for  be  bad  none,  but  the  mandate  of  tbe  people,  which  had 
assigned  to  him  tbe  post  where  he  wished  to  die.  The  he- 
roism of  Danton  was  but  the  pity  of  a  weak  heart,  which 
bends  before  its  dnty,  and  Burrendera  the  Reroludon  to  a 

VI. 
Danton,  Barr^re,  Lacioix,  Garat,  paralyzed  by  tbe-in- 
flexibility  of  RobespietTe,  were  compelled  to  abandon  ibis 
project,  and  saw  no  chance  of  safety  for  tbe  Convention 
save  in  the  prompt  and  voluntary  abdication  of  the  twenty- 
two  ;  and  tliey  strove  to  convince  thefe  deputies  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  sacrificing  themselves  to  the  unity  of  tbe  republic. 

VII. 

Tbe  executive  committee  now  sat  permanently  at  tbe 
H6tel-de-Ville,  in  the  room  adjoining  the  Council  of  the 
Commune,  and  was  composed  of  Varlet,  Dobsent,  Du- 
foumy,  Hasseufr^tz,  and  Gusman,  all  adherents  of  Marat. 
Marat  inspired  them  with  the  idea  of  ordering  the  volunteer 
battalions,  now  marching  to  La  Vendue,  to  retrograde  on 
the  capital,  surround  tbe  Convention,  and  blockade  it,  nndl 
the  twenty-two  and  the  Committee  of  Twelve  were  sur- 
rendered. While  the  emissaries  of  insunection  were  sent 
to  fetch  these  battalions,  the  alarm  bells  rang,  and  the  drum* 
beat  to  arms  in  all  the  quarters  of  Paris. 

The  Girondists,  at  tbe  sound  of  the  tocsin  and  tbe  drums, 
met  for  tbe  last  time^ — not  to  deliberate,  but  to  prepare  and 
fortify  themselves  against  tbeir  deatli.     They  supped  in  an 
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wuiida  did  not  deprive  them  of  tfaeir  calmneas  of  mind,  or 
even  of  those  aalliea  of  wit  with  which  these  intrepid  men 
cheered  their  last  iuterriew.  T^y  accepted  their  destiny, 
tnd  only  discoased  at  the  conclusion  of  their  repast  the 
manner  in  which  they  should  undergo  it,  not  for  their  own 
safety,  but  to  bequeath  a  better  example  to  the  republic. 
All  could  have  escaped — none  would  fly.  F^tion,  so-feeble 
in  the  face  of  popularity,  was  intrepid  when  be  faced  death ; 
Oensonn6,  accustomed  to  the  aignt  of  war ;  Buzot,  whose 
heart  beat  with  the  heroic  impressions  of  his  unfortunate 
iiiead,  Madame  Roland,  wished  to  await  their  death  in  their 
places  in  the  Convention,  and  there  invoke  the  vengeance 
of  the  d^artments.  Barbarpus,  with  the  ardor  of  the 
BOBth,  showed  the  arms  he  carried  concealed  beneath  bis 
clothes,  and  conjured  bis  friends  to  follow  bis  example,  and 
revenge  themselves  by  destroying  the  most  dangerous  of  the 
assassins.  Louvet  blamed  this  useless  heroism,  and  eti- 
treated  his  friends  to  fly,  and  rouse  the  departments. 
Vergniaud  relied  on  chance  and  his  genius,  and  would  de- 
termine on  nothing ;  in  his  eyes  weiy  road  of  the  Kevolu 
lion  seemed  to  lead  so  surely  to  death,  that  he  was  indiffer- 
ent which  he  cbose.  Tbe  force  proceeding  &om  despair 
only  produces  resignation.  Vergniaud  was  the  moat  elo- 
quent of  citizens— he  was  not  a  combatant.  "  Let  us  drink 
to  life  or  death,"  said  he  to  Potion,  who  eat  opposite  to 
bim ;  "  this  nigbt  conceals  in  its  shades  the  one  or  the  other : 
let  us  not  think  of  ourselves,  but  our  couutty.  Were  this 
wine  my  blood,  I  would  muff  it  to  the  safety  of  the  re- 
pnblic."  Stifled  cries  of  "Vive  la  Kepubliquel"  answered 
the  sublime  words  of  Vergniaud.  The  unbv>py  Girondists 
were  obliged  to  lower  their  voices  while  addressing  their 
last  adieus  to  their  country,  lest  they  should  be  overiieard 
by  the  pec^le,  for  whom  they  were  about  to  die. 

vni. 

Tbe  sound  of  tbe  tocsin,  the  roll  of  the  drums,  the  alarm 
funs  fired  on  the  Pont  Neuf^  and  the  tramp  of  tbe  armed 
lectumnairu  hastening  to  their  posts,  announced  to  tbem 
that  they  bad  no  time  for  deliberation  ;  and  they  separated 
without  resolving  on  any  definite  plan.  Each  took  counsel 
&om  his  illuuons  or  bis  despair,  his  courage  or  bis  wesk- 
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Bess  t  some  escaped  tbniii^  tbe  buiien,  odwn  went,  to 
Bwait  die  result  or  tbe  eittiDg,  at  the  honaee  of  frienda' 
not  suspected  of  federalism ;  tba  most  generous  and  the 
most  imprudent  went  to  the  Convention  to  die  st  their 
posts.  Their  seats  were  long  vacant  at  the  sitting  in  the 
evening,  which  began  at  ten.  Already  reports  of  their  trea- 
son  ^nd  flight  were  circulated  by  the  Montagne,  when  the 
appearance  of  the  most  courageous  of  the  twenty-two  gave 
them  the' lie. 

Marat's  plan  hsd  been  followed :  Henriot  had  all  night 
BOTTOunded  the  CoDvendon  with  the  battalions  of  volunteers, 
recalled  from  the  environs  of  the  city.  A  hundred  and 
sixty  guns,  and  those  battalions  in  whom  the  Commune 
placed  less  dependence,  formed  a  second  line  round  the 
Carronsel.  A  profound  silence  reigned  in  tiiia  army  of 
citizens,  which  was  no  lon«)r  a  meeting  of  seditious  men, 
but  a  camp;  and  it  was  evident  &em  the  appearance  of  these 
tro«)ps,  that  they  were  reeolved  to  obtain  what  they  demand- 
ed from  the  national  representation,  even  at  the  bayonet's 
pobt. 

At  daybreak  the  sitting  was  opened.  Malknn^  was 
again  preaJdeoL  Mors  moderate  than  lUrault  de  S6- 
chelles,  he  knew  bow  to  give  violence  the  appearance  of 
legality,  and  the  Montagne .  intrusted  to  him  the  care  of 
eoToloping  this  proscription  in  all  the  dignity  <^  the  law. 
LanJBinais  mounted  the  tribune;  A  bat  Lammmau /" - 
cried  the  tribunes ;  "  He  wishes  to  re>kindle  civil  war." 
"  So  long  as  it  is  peiToitted  me  to  make  my  voice  heard," 
'returned  Lanjuinats,  "  I  will  not  suffer  the  character  of  a 
representative  of  the  nation  to  be  humbled  in  my  person. 
I  will  ^Kjak  the  truth.  It  is  but  too  true  that,  fiir  the  last 
thrse  days,  you  have  delibetalad  beneath  the  kniie ;  a  rival 
power  donunoets  over  you,  and  even  now  surrounds  you. 
Within  are  their  paid  aaaaasina  I  without  tb^  eannoo. 
Crimes  which  the  law  punishes  with  death  have  been  com- 
nutted,  and  an  usurpatoty  authority  has  fired  the  alarm 
gun."  Geofiroy,  Drouet,  Legendre,  Billaud-Varennes,  and 
JuUen,  rushed  toward  the  Urbunes,  to  tear  Lanjuinais  from 
ihence.  The  president  covered  his  head  ;  "  Liberty  is  at  . 
an  end,"  said  he,  "  if  such  disorders  continue."  "  What 
have  you  done  )"  replied  Lanjuinais  boldly ;  "  nothing  for 
the  dignity  of  the  CMivention ;  nothing  for  the  inviolability 
of  its  members, .whose  very  life  for  the  last  tiro  days  has 
been  direaiened."     "Scoundrri,"  exclaimed  Thuriot,  "  you 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


so  LBTAUeCB's  8FBECH. 

h&Te  gwom  to  deatrojr  the  republic  by  your  eternal  calum- 
niea."  "An  UBurping  aasemDiy exists,"  coDtinued  the  un- 
mored  spesker,  "  deHberales,  conspires,  acts.  A  directiog 
committee  prodaims  civil  war,  and  thia  revolted  Commune 
yet  exisia.  Yesterday,  when  tbis  rival  and  uaurpiog  au- 
thority surrounded  you  with  arms  and  cannon,  this  pedtton 
waa  lu^u^bt  to  you — this  list  of  your  proscribed  colleaguea, 
found  in  the  filth  of  Paris  I"  At  these  words  La  Montacne 
and  the  tribunes  seemed  to  overwhelm  Lanjuinais.  The 
crowd  that  filled  the  corridors  of  the  Convendon  uttered 
cries  of  death,  and  drove  back  the  officers  and  gtuuda  of  tbe 
Couvention.  These  cries,  these  arms  which  rattled  a  few 
paces  from  him,  did  not  move  Lanjuinais,  who  concluded 
by  demanding  the  repression  of  the  Commune,  under  the 
knives  of  il«  emissarieo. 

A  deputation  of  ibe  rerolntionu?  authorities  succeeded 
him.  "  Delegates  of  tbe  people,"  said  they,  *'  during  four 
days  Paris  has  not  laid  down  her  anns ;  during  four  days 
her  demands  have  been  laughed  at.  Tbe  torch  of  liberty 
growsdim;  tbe  columns  of  equality  are  shaken.  Tbe  coun- 
ter-revolntionietB  raise  their  heads.  Let  tbem  tremble ;  the 
thunder  rolls,  and  will  soon  crush  tbem.  Representalives, 
de  crimes  of  the  Actions  members  of  the  Convention  are 
known  to  us.  Save  us,  or  we  will  save  ourselves."  Billaud- 
Varennes  demanded  that  this  petition,  instantly  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  should  be  discussed  at  thia 
sitting.  ThePlaine  demanded  tbe  orderoftheday.  "The 
order  of  tbe  day,"  cried  Legendre,  "  is  to  save  the  country." 
At  tbis  hesitation  of  tbe  Convention — at  these  words  of  Le- 
gendre, which<seemed  a  concerted  signal  between  tbe  Mon- 
tague and  the  people,  tbe  speetatfns  and  women  raised  tbe 
cry  "  To  arms !"  The  pressure  of  the  crowd  burst  open 
die  doon,  and  tbe  Convention  believed  its  pretrincts  forced 
l^tbe  populace.  "SavethejieoplefromtbemSelves,"  cried 
a  deputy  of  the  right,  named  Richmi :  "  Save  tbe  lives  of  youx 
colleagues  by  ordering  their  provisional  arrest."  "  No,  no !" 
returned  tbe  generous  Lareveilli^re-L^peaux,  "  no  weak- 
ness ;  we  will  all  share  the  fiite  of  our  colleagues  1" 

Levassenr,  the  friend  of  Danton,  mounted  the  tribune ; 
the  enemy,  but  the  frank  and  loyal  foe  of  the  Gironde,  he 
wished  to  purge  tbe  Convention  without  shedding  the  blood 
of  his  colleagues.  "  The  provisional  arrest  of  these  twenty- 
two,  is  demanded,"  said  he,  "  to  protect  them  from  tbe  iiiry 
at  the  people.     I  maintain  that  they  should  be  definitively 
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arrested,  if  tbey  have  merited  it.  They  have  merited  it, 
and  I  will  prove  it."  At  these  words  loud  applauae  told 
the  GiroDdiats  they  were  loat.  Lerasaeur  continued  to  enu- 
merate in  a  long  speech  the  crimes  ascribed  to  the  Girand- 
ists,  and  maiDtained  that,  were  they  innocent,  they  were  at 
least  suspected  ;  and  that  therefore  they  should  be  arrested, 
and  legally  tried  by  the  Conveados. 

The  silence  that  followed  Levaaaeur's  speech  attested  the 
meatal  struggle  of  the  Assembly.  BairSre  at  length  arrived 
from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and  mounted  the 
tribotie  to  tead  the  report  of  this  connoittee.  His  features, 
smiling  when  he  looked  toward  the  Montagne,  contracted 
when  he  lotted  toward  the  Pl^ne,  foretold  the  resolutions 
o^vrhich  he  was  the  oi^n  and  inspirer.  "  The  committee," 
said  he,  hriefly,  "  has  not,  out-of  reepect  for  the  moral  and 
political  situation  of  the  Convention,  decreed  the  arrest  of 
the  twenty-two,  but  deems  it  better  to  address  itself  to  their 
generosity  and  patriotiam,  and  demand  from  them  the  vol- 
untary suBpenaion  of  their  pow^  the  only  measure  which 
can  eod  the  dissensions  which  harass  the  republic,  and  re- 
store peace.  The  committee  haB  takea  measures  to  place 
these  members  imder  the  protedion  of  the  people,  and  the 
armed  force  of  Paris," 

IX. 
The  silence  of  the  Montane  and  t^e  murmurs  of  the 
tribunes  showed  the  Girondiats  that  this  measure  but  half 
appeased  their  enemies.  Some  of  them  hastened  to  seize 
it  as  a  means  of  safety  which  would  escape  them  unless  in- 
stantly adopted.  Isnard,  lately  the  meet  impetuous,  mounts 
with  slow  steps  aud  dejected,  air,  the  tribune,  as  if  to  expi- 
ate bis  blasphemies  against  Paris.  "  When  a  man  and  the 
country  are  put  in  the  sune  balance,"  said  he,  "I  always 
lean  toward  the  country.  I  declare  that  if  my  blood  were 
necesBary  to  the  safety  of  my  ootmtry,!  would  lay  my  head 
on  the  scaffold,  and  with  my  own  hands  loosen  the  steel  that 
should  deprive  me  of  life.  Our  suspenmon  is  demanded  as 
the  only  measure  which  can  aveit  the  calamities  with  which 
we  are  threatened.  I  suspend  myself,  and  dewre  no  other 
safeguani  than  that  of  the  people."  Isuard  descended  am:d 
the  cries  of  some,  and  the  felicitations  of  others. 


Lanjuioaia  mouDted  the  tribune  for  the  last  time.     "  I 
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Iwltere."  sud  he,  in  k  voice  firm  aa  hia  conacience — "  I  be- 
Here  that,  up  to  this  moment,  I  have  displayed  sufficient 
energy  for  you  not  to  expect  from  meBuspensionorTengna- 
don."  At  this  declaratioo  the  Montagne,  the  tribunes,  and 
the  people  who  thronged  the  hall,  replied  by  impreGations 
and  threats  of  death.  Lanjuinaifi  glanced  disdainfully  at 
this  multitude,  whose  invectiTes  drowned  his  voice.  "  When 
the  ancieDt  prieala,"  aaid  he,  "  draped  the  victima  to  the 
altar,  they  covered  them  with  flowera  and  garlands.  Cow- 
ards I  they  did  not  insult  them." 

At  this  majoBtic  image,  heightened  by  the  riniater  analogy 
of  the  speaker  with  the  victim,  the  priest  with  the  people, 
the  tumult  ceased,  and  the  people  in  their  turn  hung  down 
their  heada.  "  All  is  over,"  continued  Lanjuinaie.  "  We 
can  not  quit  this  place,  or  even  open  the  windows  to  demand 
justice  from  the  nadon;  camion  are  pointed  Bgainsc  as; 
no  legal  wish  can  be  uttered  in  this  place.  I  am  dumb." 
Barbaroux,  leas  eloquent,  but  equally  inflexible,  succeeded 
Lanjuinais.  "  If  my  blood  were  necessary  to  the  consolida* 
ti(H]  of  liberty,  I  would  shed  it,"  aaid  he.  "  If  the  aacrifice 
of  my  honor  were  necessary,  I  should  aay,  deprive  me  of  it; 
posterity  shall  be  my  judge.  If  the  ConventioB  deems  the 
suspension  of  my  {unctions  necessary,  I  will  obey  its  decree; 
but  I  will  never  myaelf  lay  down  the  authority  with  which 
I  have  been  invested  by  die  people.  Expect  no  reeignation 
from  me.  I  have  sworn  to  die  at  my  post,  and  I  wul  keep 
my  oath." 

XI. 

Billaud-Vnmmes  combated,  like  Marat,  the  weakneea  of 
Bairete'a  conclusions ;  when  a  new  tumult  broke  oat  at  the 
galea  of  the  Assembly,  and  suspended  for  a  moment  all  de- 
bate. Lacroix,  the  frigid  and  confidant  of  Danton,  secretly 
thrust  by  him  into  this  crisis,  precipitated  himself  into  the 
interior,  with  outstretidied  arms,  like  a  man  who  implored 
ao  Bsylom  and  vengeance  against  assassins.  He  assumed 
die  atdtude,  the  voice,  and  the  geetores  of  fear.  "  Anna 
have  been  directed  against  my  breast,"  said  he.  "  The 
Convendon  b  menaced  with  grape  shot.  We  have  sworn 
to  live  free  or  to  die ;  well  then,  we  must  know  how  to  die, 
to  die  freely]" 

La  Gironde  and  La  Flaine  confirmed  the  words  of  La> 
croix.  They  attested  that  many  of  themselves  bad  been 
repulsed  in  the  hall,  and  had  undergone  outrage.     Pant«n 
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Bbowed  faimaelf  equaUj  indignant.  Barr^re  exclaimed  thai 
the  bumbled  ConventioD  could  not  make  laws ;  that  new 
tyiuQlB  watched  over  it ;  that  this  tyraony  was  in  the  rev* 
olutiooaiy  committee  of  the  Commune  ;  that  that  council 
inclosed  wretches  in  its  bosom  (meaning  the  Spaniard 
Ousman,  the  friend  and  agent  of  Marat) ;  that  at  mat  mo- 
ment, and  under  the  eyes  of  the  Convention,  insurrectionary 
Ky  was  distributed  to  the  troops  which  surrounded  it. 
ititon  supported  Barrdre,  and  demanded  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  FubUc  Safety  should  he  charged  to  avenge  the 
oppressed  representation,  A  decree  ordered  the  armed 
force  to  withdraw  from  the  center.  Mallarm^,  enfeebled 
in  vtnce,  yielded  the  presidency  to  Herault  de  S^chellec, 
the  president  of  parade  in  days  of  weakness ! 

It  may  be  that,  had  all  the  absent  Girondists  been  present, 
if  Vergniaud,  whose  moderation  had  captivated  La  Plaine, 
and  silenced  La  Montagne,  had  uttered  at  this  crisis  one  of 
his  magnificent  harangaea,  appeased  the  people  by  his 
promisee,  and  caused  the  Ctnivention  to  blush  at  the  si^t 
of  its  oppression,  this  endeavor  of  Lacroiz  and  Danton  to 
save  the  twenty-two  heads  would  not  have  been  fruitless. 
But  all  the  oratois  of  La  Gironde  were  away  or  dumb. 
Barrdre  a  second  ttms  aroused  the  Assembly!  "Citizens," 
said  he,  "  I  repeat  to  you,  let  ua  know  if  we  are  free  !  I 
demand  that  the  Convention  should  go  and  debate  in  the 
midst .  of  the  armed  force,  which  will  doubtless  protect 

At  these  words,  Herault  de  S^cbelies  descended  from 
the  chair,  and  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  column  of 
deputies  disposed  tofbllow  him. 

The  Girondists  and  La  Plaine  hastened  af^r  tJiem.  La 
Montagne,  indecisive,  remained  immovable.  "I)o  not  stir!" 
died  tfae  Jacobins  lo  them  from  the  tribunes.  "  It  ia  a  snare 
into  which  the  traitors  wish  to  conduct  the  patriots.  You 
will  be  murdered  1"  "  "What !  you  will  abandon  your  col- 
leagues, who  are  going  to  cast  themselves  into  the  midst 
of  the  people,  and  deliver  them  thus  up  to  certain  death, 
while  making  them  believe  that  theie  are  (wo  Conventions, 
oan  within,  another  without,  this  center  t"  replied,  with  ges- 
tures df  appeal,  the  deputies  of  La  Plaine.  Dsnton  threw 
himself  generously  into  the  midst  of  them.  Robespierre 
deliberated  a  moment  with  Couthon,  St.  Just,  and  a  group 
of  Jacobins.  They  decided-at  last  upon  descending  from 
their  benches  and  joining  the  cortege. 
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The  gates  were  opened  at  the  eight  of  the  prsBident  iTear- 
ing  the  tricolored  scarC  The  aentineb  presented  stidb. 
The  cmwd  gave  free  paiaags  to  the  reproaentative*.  Tber 
advanced  toward  the  Carroiuel.  The  multitude  which 
were  on  this  space  sainted  the  depntiea.  Cries  of  "Vive 
la  Convention  !  Deliver  up  the  twentj-two!  Down  with 
the  Oirondiets  1"  mingled  sedition  with  respect.  The  Ooiit 
vention  unmoved  by  these  sbonts,  marched  in  procaasiooS 
tow&rd  the  cannon,  hj  which  Henriot,  the  comnsaDdant-J 
general,  in  the  midst  of  his  staff  seemed  to  await  them. 
Herault  de  S£chellea  ordered  Henriot  to  withdraw  this  fbr- 
midable  array,  and  to  grant  a  free  passage  to  the  national 
repi«sei)tation.  Henriot,  who  felt  in  himself  the  omnipo- 
tence of  armed  insurrection,  caused  his  horse  to -prance, 
while  receding  some  paces,  and  then  said  in  an  imperative 
tone  to  the  Convention,  "  You  will  not  leave  this  spot,  until 
you  have  delivered  up  the  twenty-two !"  "  Seize  this 
rebel  1"  said  Heranlt  de  S^chellee,  to  the  aoldieia,  pointing 
with  his  fiqger  to  Henriot.  The  stddiers  remained  iminov- 
able.  "Gunners,  to  your  pieces!  Soldien,  to  aims!"  oiied 
'ffenriot  to  the  troops.  At  these  words,  repeated  by  the 
'ifficers  along  the  whole  line,  a  motion  of  concentration 
around  the  guns  took  place.  The  Convention  retrograded. 
Herault  de  S^chellee  passed  with  the  deputies  by  the  arch- 
way of  the  palace  into  the  garden.  There  the  &ithfnl 
troops,  posted  at  the  end  of  the  great  w«lk  upon  the  Place 
of  the  Revolution,  called  to  the  members  of  the  Assembly 
with  shouts,  swearing  to  protect  them  with  their  bayonets. 
Herault  de  S^chellea  directed  his  steps  toward  them.  A 
troop  of  the  insurgent  sections  barred  his  passage  before 
attaming  the  Font  ToumanL  The.  Convention,  grouped 
around  tiieir  president,  hesitated,  and  halted. 

Marat,  issuing  then  &om  a  cross-walk,  escorted  by  a 
column  of  young  CordeUeis,  vrho  cried  out  "  Vive  I'ami  da 
peuple,"  summoned  the  deputies,  who  had  abandoned  tbtai 
posts,  to  return  lo  thero.  The  Convention,  captives,  but 
affecting  to  be  somewhat  satisfied  with  the  step  they  were 
permitted  to  take,  re-entered  the  hall,  Coutfaoa  added  de: 
lision  within  to  the  violence  they  had  experienced  without. 

XII. 
A  f^gned,  but  unanimous  applause  attested  that  noth- 
ing now  remuned  to  the  Convention,  not  even  the  respect 
due  to  its  situadon.  Legendre,  Coutboo,  and  Marat  uttered. 
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however,  exclamHdoiu  of  pity  in  favor  of  ihoM  mflnbers 
of  the  Commiwion  of  Twelve  who  had  protested  agatOBt 
the  arrest  of  Hubert  and  VarleL  They  effaced  from  the 
list  of  the  proscribed  Fon&^e,  Saint  Martin,  and  BomO 

PetitioimB  offered  thmnmlves  u  hoeUges  to  the  deput- 
ntmits  ^oee  deputies  were  to  be  itnpriBoned.  "  I  require 
DO  bayonets  to  defend  the  Kb«ty  of  my  tiiougfats,"  answered 
Barbaroux ;  "  I  have  no  need  of  hostages  to  protect  ray 
life.  My  hoetages  are  the  purity  of  my  conscience,  and 
the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Paris,  in  whose  hands  I  place 
myself."  "  And  1,"  swd  Itanjuinaie — "  I  demand  hostages, 
not  for  myself,  who  have  long  since  nude  my  life  a  sacri- 
fice but  to  prevent  civil  war  from  breaking  out,  and  to 
miintflin  the  unity  of  the  republic."  Not  one  insulting 
murmur  responded  to  these  last  words  of  the  twenty-two. 

Barbaroux,  Laajuinais,  Vergniand,  MoUevault,  and  Gar- 
dien,  remained  on  their  benches,  vainly  expecting  the  anned 
men  who  were  to  secure  their  persons,  but  not  seeing  them 
arrive,  they  reiirad  to  their  own  homes. 

Oetu  Sarmet  were  sent  by  the  revolationary  committee, 
to  watch  over  them  in  their  dwellingB. 

XIII. 

Such  was  die  political  catastrophe  of  diis  party.  It  died 
as  it  was  born — from  sedition  legaliKed  by  victory.  The 
day  c^  the  2d  of  June  is  still  called  the  Slst  of  May,  be- 
cause the  struggle,  which  lasted  during  three  days,  was  to 
La  Qiroade  the  10th  of  August  This  party  fell  from 
weakness  and  indecision,  as  did  the  king,  whom  they  had 
overthrown.  The  republic,  which  they  had  founded, 
crushed  them  after  only  eight  months'  existence.  This, 
group  of  republicsna  was  honored  for  their  intentions, 
admired  fer  their  talents,  deplored  fer  their  misfertunes, 
and  regretted  on  account  of  their  ancceesors,  and  because 
rbitat  diie&,  by  their  fall,  opened  the  lengthened  vista  to 
the  scaffold. 

There  are  two  requisites  for  statesinen,-  in  order  to  direct 
&e  great  movements  in  which  they  participate  :  perfect 
intelligence  of  those  movemeata,  &nd  the  feeling  of^which 
these  impulses  are  the  expression  in  a  people.  The  Girond- 
JBta  had  not  thoroughly  one  or  the  other.  In  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  they  had  long  covenanted  with  the  mon- 
archy, badly  received  by  them,  and  had  not  comprehended 
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that  a  nKtioD  e»a  scarcely  ever  be  h'aiiBfbrnied  and  i-cgeuu- 
rated  under  the  hand  and  under  the  name  of  the  pnwei 
from  which  it  baa  just  escaped.  The  republic,  timidly, 
planned  by  aome  amongst  them,  bad  been  entertaiaed 
rather  as  a  fatal  necessity  than  embraced  as  a  ByBtem  by 
the  others.  From  the  rooiroir  of  ita  proclamation,  they 
had  dreaded  tba  fruit  of  their  labor,  aa  a  mother  who  had 
been  deltrered  of  a  monster.  Instead  of  endeavoring  to 
strengthen  the  riaing  republic,  they  had  been  solicitoa*  of 
weakening  iL  The  constitution  which  they  propoaed  to  it, 
bore  the  Moblance  of  regret,  rather  than  diat  of  hope. 
They  conteeted  with  it,  one  by  one,  each  organ  of  its  Hie 
and  strength.  Aristocracy  revealed  itself,  under  another 
form,  in  all  their  civic  institutions.  The  popular  cause  felt 
itself  from  the  first  suppressed  thereby.  They  defied  the 
people.  The  people  in  their  turn  defied  them.  The  head 
dreaded  the  arm,  the  arm  feared  the  head.  Sodety  was 
compelled  to  be  in  tumult,  or  to  languish. 

The  Girondists,  also,  after  their  aocesuon,  had  defied 
concession,  and  resisted  defeat.  The  10th  of  August  bad 
wrested  from  them  the  throne,  the  preservatidn  of  which 
they  still  dreamed  of,  even  in  the  decree  wherein  Vergniaud 
proclumed  the  dethronement  of  the  king.  Danton  had 
snatched  from  them  the  proscriptions  of  September,  which 
they  had  not  known  how  to  prevent  by  a  display  of  forc^e, 
or  to  punish  by  protecting  the  victims  of  their  own  body. 
Robespierre  had  exacted  Svm  them  the  head  of  Louis  XVI., 
cowardly  surrendered  in  exchange  for  tb»r  own.  Marat 
had  wrested  from  tbem  his  impunity  and  triumph  afber  bis 
accusation  on  the  10th  of  March.  The  Jacobins  had  de- 
priTed  them  of  the  ministry  in  the  person  of  Roland.  Lastly, 
Pache,  Hubert,  Chaumette,  and  the  Compiune  now  wrong 
from  them  theit  abdicatim,  and  lefl:  them  only  their  lives. 
Feeble  vrithin,  they  had  been  unfortunate  without.  Du- 
mouiiez,  their  warrior,  had  betrayed  the  republic,  and  cast 
upon  them,  by  his  treason,  the  suspicion  of  their  participa- 
tion. Their  armies  without  chiefs,  without  discipline,  and 
without  recruits,  fell  fixim  defeat  to  defeat.  The  foitified 
towns  of  the  north  were  given  up,  or  protected  only  by 
their  walls.  Royalism  coaqnered  the  west,  federalism  dis- 
located the  south,  anarchy  paralysed  the  centre,  and  fac 
tions  tyrannized  over  the  capital.  The  Convention,  rich  ir. 
orators,  but  without  political  leaders,  wavered  in  their  hands 
admiring  their  discourses,  but  ridicuHng  their  acta. 
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With  some  moi'e  montfas  of  audk  a  government,  France, 
balf  conquered  by  the  foreigser,  re-conquered  by  the  connter- 
revoludon,  torn  to  pieces  by  her  own  hands,  and  devoured 
by  anarchy,  would  have*  ceased  to  exist,  either  as  a  repub- 
lic or  a  nation.  All  must  bave  perished  in  the  hands  of 
these  declumere. 

It  was  necessary  either  for  refiignation  to  perish  with 
them,  or  to  strengthen  the  government.  Force  acquired 
the  upper  band.  It  seized,  as  it  had  done  on  the  IDth  of 
August,  on  that  dictatorship  which  no  one  as  yet  had  dared 
to  assume  in  the  Conventioii,  The  inaurrectjon  of  the  Com- 
mune, although  fomented  and  directed  by  evil  passion,  was 
preaesMd  to  the  eyes  of  the  patriots  as  the  insurrection  of 
public  dafety.  The  people,  seeing  clearly  that  they  were 
about  to  perish,  seditioiuly  seized  the  helqi  with  their  own 
hands,  and  vnrested  it  from  those  who  shrank  from  it.  The 
people  considered  they  exerciaed  in  this  their  supreme. 
ri^t,  the  right  of  existence.  They  were  accused  of  having 
arrogated  to  themselves  the  initiative  over  the  departments, 
and  of  having  substituted  the  will  of  Paris  for  the  will  of 
France.  What  could  the  departments  do,  said  the  patriots 
of  the  Slst  of  May,  at  the  distance  they  were  situated  from 
passing  events  ]  Before  they  could  have  been  consulted, 
before  diey  could  have  answered,  before  their  weiriit  of 
opinion,  or  armed  bodies,  could  bave  reached  Pans,  the 
coalesced  forces  would  have  been  at  its  gates ;  the  Vea- 
deans  at  the  gates  of  Orleans-'^^e  republic  smothered  in 
its  cradle.  In  extreme  danger,  proximity  constitutes  a 
right.  It  belongs  to  that  party  of  the  people  most  approxi- 
mated to  public  danger,  first  to  provide  against  it.  In  such 
ft  case,  the  reach  of  the  arm  is  the  measure  of  power.  A 
town  then  exercises  the  dictature  of  its  posidon,  relying  upon 
ratification  afterward.  Paris  had  exercised  it  several  tiroes 
before  and  after  1789.  France  did  not  reproach  her  either 
for  the  lith  of  July,  the  Tennis  Court,  or  even  for  the  10th 
of  August,  when  Paris  bad  acquired  for  her,  without  con- 
sulting or  awaiting  her,  the  Revolution,  and  the  republic. 

Besides,  whatever  may  be  the  ibebries  of  abstract  equality 
among  the  towns  of  an  empire,  these  theories  unfortunately 
yield  to  fact  under  exceptional  circumstances ;  and  that  fact 
posmeses  its  own  right,  for  it  is  justified  by  its  necessity. 
Without  doubt  those  cities  which  are  tbe  seats  of  govem- 
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rnent  are  but  membeis  of  the  national  body ;  but  this  mem* 
ber  is  the  head.  The  capital  of  a  nation  exercisefl  over  its 
members  an  initiative  power,  that  of  leading;  and  Tesolving, 
connected  with  the  most  energetic  feelings,  of  which  the 
bead  is  (ho  seat,  in  a  nation  as  well  as  in  an  indtTiduaL 
Strict  polemics  may  with  reason  cdbtest  thia  right :  luatory ' 
can  not  Sony  it.  In  times  of  no  excitement,  a  government 
ia  every  ^ere  equally  proportioned.  In  the  hour  of  ex- 
tremity, the  government  u,  not  by  right,  but  by  &ct,  every 
where,  where  it  is  in  possession.  The  Slst  of  May  was 
illeg&l:  who  justified  it  f  But  was  the  10th  of  August  legal! 
It  vraa,  however,  the  title  of  the  Girondists.  What  party 
could  then  legitimately  invoke  the  law  1  None.  All  had 
violated  it.  Law  tbere  was  not,  in  this  reciprocal  and  con- 
tinued uflurpadon,  either  in  La  Montagne,  in  La  Gironde, 
in  the  Commune,  in  Paris,  or  in  Bordeaux.  The  law  ex- 
isted no  longer,  or  rather,  the  law  was  the  inadnct  of  pres- 
ervation in  a  great  people.  The  law  was  the  Revolution 
itself!  A  people,  led  a«tray  by  their  patriotism,  thought  to 
promulgate  it  in  the  midst  of  tfae  tumult  and  sedition  of 
these  three  days.  It  was  disorder ;  but  in  their  eyes,  how- 
ever, it  was  the  law,  for  this  violence  appeared  to  tbem  the 
only  measure  which  could  save  the  country  and  the  Revo- 
lution. "  The  10th  of  August,"  said  they,  in  speaking  of 
it,  "  alone  saved  liberty ;  the  3l8t  of  May  saved  the  nation." 


BOOK  XLUI. 
L 

ArrER  this  day,  when  the  people  made  no  other  use  ol 
their  power  than  to  display  and  to  exerdae  the  pressure  of 
Paris  over  the  representation,  they  separated  without  com- 
mitting any  excess. 

They  conrndered  they  had  delivei-ed  the  Convention  from 
the  yoke  of  the  ambitious,  and  the  plots  of  traitors.  That 
sufficed  diem.  Tbey  were  ready  to  obey  the  Convention, 
provided  they  thought  it  free.  No  endeavor  to  urge  them 
further  could  have  led  them  them  to  establish  a  tjrranny. 

One  man  only  wished,  for  hia  personal  ambition,  to  ren- 
der the  motiou  abortive.  That  man  was  Marat.  He  was 
baffled,  and  was  obliged  to  exonerate  himself  to  tfae  Jaco- 
bins from  the  accusation  of  asoiring  to  the  dictatorship. 


bvCoOglt' 


DANTON.^LA   HONTA0NB. 


U. 


Marat  leprimandail  for  his  ambitioii,  Danton  was  in  his 
turn  reproached  for  his  BUpineDeaB,  and  conduct  toward  the 
GiroiidiMB.  Tbe  same  Varlet  who  had  proposed  the  moet 
atrocioaa  steps  toward  the  Qirondists  in  the  committee  of 
the  An^bisbopic  dared  to  attack  Danton  in  the  tribune  of 
the  CordeUera,  in  the  midst  of  his  friends,  and  in  the  very 
fbcns  of  his  power.  Vadet  thought  that  the  moment  to 
break  tliis  ffigontic  popularity,  and  to  ^und  his  own  upon  its 
wreck,  had  arrived.     In  fbct,  Danton  already  tottered. 

Camille  Desmoulins  defended  his  patron  against  Variet's 
insinuatioiis,  by  displaying  before  die  people  the  revolu- 
tionaiy  titles  d  the  man  of  the  10th  of  August  and  the  Sd 
of  Septeinber. 

Tbe  credit  of  Danton  issued  sdll  unsullied  from  this 
attuggje.  Camille  Desrooulins  having  oome  in  tbe  evening 
to  relate  to  him  this  uisolence  of  .Varlet.  "I  thank  you," 
said  Danton,  "  for  having  avraiged  me  of  this  reptile. 
When  the  people  shall  have  found  another  Danton  they 
may  be  ungrat^l  yriib  impunity,  and  sacrifice  tne  to  their 
caprice.  But  I  do  not  fear,"  added  be,  striking  his  fore- 
head with  the  palm  ofhia  hand;  "here  are  two  beads,  one 
to  incite  the  RevolutioD,  BBOtfaer  to  guide  it." 

IIL 
La  Montague  caused  the  committeee  to  be  reinstated  on 
the  moiTow,  with  the  exiMption  of  that  of  public  safety, 
they  threw  into  the  majority  their  moA  decided  members. 
The  impulse  of  the  evening  impressed  them  with  the 
strength  of  the  multitude.  They  deposed  those  ministers 
suspected  of  attachment  to  the  conquered ;  sent  commis* 
sioners  into  the  doubtfid  departments ;  annulled  the  project 
of  tbe  constitution  proposed  by  the  Girondists  ;  and  coaled 
the  committee  of  safety  to  draw  up  in  eight  days  a  project 
tor  the  constitution,  entirely  democratical.  They  pressed 
forward  the  recruiting  and  armament  of  tbe  revolutionary 
army — that  levy  of  patriotism  en  matte.  They  decreed  a 
forced  loan  of  a  million  upon  the  rich.  Th«y  sent  one  after 
tlie  other,  accused  upon  accused,  to  the  revolutionary  tribu' 
nal.  Thek  stetings  were  no  longer  deliberation,  but  cui> 
sory  motiooa,  decreed  on  the  instant  by  acclamation,  and 
sent  immediately  to  the  difierent  committees  for  execution. 
Tbe;  stripfred^lbe  executive  power  of  tbe  little  independ< 
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atica  and  responeilNlity  it  beretofbre  retained, 
called  into  the  bosom  of  their  committees,  n ' 


no  more  than  tbe  paanre  executon  of  the  measures  they 


From  this  day,  also,  discussion  was  at  an  end :  action 
was  all.  Tbe  disappearance  of  the  G-irondists  deprired  the 
Revolution  of  its  Toico.  £loi{uence  was  proscribed  with 
Vergniaud,  wilb  the  exception  of  those  few  days  when  the 
great  party  chieft,  Daotoo  and  Robespierre,  epolce,  not  to 
refute  opinion,  but  to  intimate  their  will,  and  promulgate 
their  orders.  The  Assemblies  became  almost  mute.  A 
dead  silence  reigned  henceforth  in  tbe  CouTention. 

IV. 
In  the  mean  ^ile  tbe  twenty-two  Oirondists,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  of  Twelve,  and  a  cettain  number 
of  their  friends,  warned  of  their  danger  by  this  first  blow 
of  ostracuro,  fled  into  their  depaitments,  end  hurried  to 
protest  against  th«  mutilatioQ  of  the  country.  Tbe  victims 
of  the  31st  of  Hay  had  not  been  cast  into  the  dungeons 
af^r  tbe  fint  day.  Tbe  Commune  contented  itself  with 
hanng  exiled  them  from  tbeir  seats  as  legidotors.  The 
greater  number  of  those  who  had  awaited  tbe  issue  of  tbe 
insurrection  of  the  second  of  June  at  tbe  house  of  Meilhan, 
in  tbe  Rite  St.  Honor^,  had  already  taken  this  step.  The 
others  escaped  one  1^  one.  Robespierre,  Danton,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and  even  the  people  diem- 
selves,  seemed  to  shut  their  ejea  to  these  evasionB,  as  it 
deuruus  te  be  rid  of  victims  whom  it  would  pain  tbem  to 


Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Guadet,  Lonvet,  Salles,  Potion,  Ber- 
going,  Lesage,  Cressy,  Kerv616gan,  and  Lanjninais,  threw 
themselves  into  Normandy  )  and  after  having  traversed  it, 
incitiDg  all  the  departments  between  Paris  and  tbe  OcB(ui, 
established  at  Caen  the  focus  and  centre  of  insurrection 
against  the  tyranny  of  Paris.  They  gave  themselves  the 
name  of  the  Central  Asaembly  of  Resistance  to  Oppression. 
Biroteau  and  Cbasaet  bad  arrived  at  Lyons.  The  armed 
sections  of  this  town  were  agitated  with  contrary,  and  ul- 
ready  bloody  commotion.  Brissot  fled  to  Houlins,  Rabaut 
St.  Etienne  to  Nismes.  G-rangeneuve,  sent  byVergniabd, 
Fon&^e,  and  Ducos,  to  Bordeaux,  raised  tron^  ready  tc 
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march  vpoa  the  capital.     ToulouBe  followed  the  same  im 
puUe  c£  resietance  to  Paris. 

The  depBinnenta  of  the  west  were  on  fire,  and  rejoiced 
to  see  the  republic,  torn  into  contending  factiona,  offer  them 
the  aid  of  one  of  the  two  parties  for  the  restoration  of 
royaltjr.  The  mountainous  centre  of  France,  where  the 
Paiisian  yoke  was  less  accepted,  and  ^faere  ibe  distance  of 
the 'frontiers  rendered  exterior  dangers  less  alarming,  was 
agitated.  Le  Taxn,  Le  Lot,  L'ATeyron,  Le  Cantal,  Le 
Puy  de  Ddme,  L'H6rault,  L'Ain,  L'laAre,  Le  Jura,  in  all 
sixty- two  deuttitmenta,  declared  themselves  at  variance  with 
the  Convention.  These  departmenia  charged  their  consti- 
tuted authorities  to  take  every  measure  to  avenge  the  tia 
tional  representation.  They  reciprocally  sent  deputations 
to  combine  their  revolt  Marseilles  enrolled  ten  thousand 
men  at  the  voice  of  Rebeequi  and  the  young  fneuda  of 
Barbaroux.  They  impnaoDed  the  commissioners  of  the 
Convention,  Boox  and  Antiboul.  Royalty,  always  brood- 
ing in  the  south,  iosetisibly  transfiutned  this  movement  of 
patiiodsm  into  a  monarchical  insurrection.  Bebecqui,  in 
despair  at  the  involuntaiy  blows  which  be  directed  at  the 
republic,  and  at  seeing  loydly  avail  itself  of  the  rising  of 
the  south,  esc^ed  remorse-  by  suicide,  throwing  himself 
into  the  sea.  Lyons  and  Bordeaux  likewise  imprisoned  the 
envoys  <^  the  Convention  as  Marodsts.  The  first  columns 
of  the  combined  army  of  the  depaitmems  began  to  move 
in  all  directiotis.  Six  thousand  Marseille  vrere  already  ai 
Avignon,  re«dy  to  raascend  the  Rhone,  and  foim  a  junction 
with  die  insurgents  of  Niames  and  of  Lyons.  Brittany 
and  Normandy  uniting,  concentrated  their  first  forces  at 

VI. 
Without,  the  sitnfttjon  of  the  Convention  was  no  less 
perilous.  England  blockaded  all  our  pmts.  An  army  of  a 
hundred  thoostnd  mei>~Engli^,  Dutch,  and  Austriana — 
entered  upon  the  departments  of  the  noith.  Cond^,  block- 
aded, saw  General  Daoipierre  expire  in  endeavoring  to 
defend  it  Valenciennes,  horobarded  by  three  hundred 
pieces  of  ordnance,  was  but  a  njass  of  cinders  protected 
by  impenetrable  ramparts.  The  emigrants,  the  Auatiiaiw, 
and  the  Prussians,  had  passed  the  Rhine,  and  threatened 
the  departments  of  Alsace  vrith  an  invasion  of  more  than 
a  hundred  thousand  fighting  men. 
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CuBtine  and  uur  ganwoiu  on  the  Rhine  scarc^  kept 
them  in  check.  Thia  genenti,  intrenched  in  the  lines  of 
WiaBembourg,  thought  of  seeking  refiige  in  Strasburg. 
Mayence,  abandonea  with  a  garriKni  of  twenty  tbooMnd 
chosen  soldiers,  thns  paralyzed  for  active  warfare,  defended 
itself  heroically  against  the  attack*  of  General  Kalkreutz, 
at  the  head  oCMrenty  thousand  men.  The  King  of  Prussia, 
in  the  midst  of  another  armed  force,  in  the  face  of  Custine, 
sw^ted  only  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Mayence  to  strike 
the  last  Uow.  From  Strasbuiv  to  the  Alps  the  Girondist 
insurrection  aroused  Francbe-Comt6,  and  rendered  tbe  ap- 
proach  of  Haut  Jurapracticable  to  the  intrignee  and  arms 
of  the  emigrants.  The  only  alliance  among  factions  is  a 
common  enemy. 

VIL 
Twenty  thousand  young  rolnnteen  of  Franche-Comtfi, 
urged  to  royaiism  by  their  indignation  against  the  Monta- 
gnards  and  Haiat,  were  ready  to  descend  upon  Lyons  and 
MSicoi),  to  swell  the  &™y  O'  ^^  south  marching  against 
Paris.  Eighty  thousutd  Savoyards  and  Piedmontese,  post- 
ed on  the  heights  of  the  Gomt6  of  Nice,  and  at  tbe  ctmflu- 
ence  of  the  nigh  passes  of  the  Alps  of  Savoy,  menaced 
Toulon,  Grrenpble,  and  Ljrons.  These  forego  troops  oflered 
the  royalists  of  the  interior  their  armed  succor  against  the 
tyrants  of  the  republic.  Biron,  who  commanded  the  anny 
of  Italy,  had  but  some  thousands  erf'  discouraged  and  un- 
discipiuied  troops  to  cover  at  once  Provence  and  tbe  fron- 
tier. In  tbe  Pyrenees,  our  war  with  Spain,  efieminate  and 
inglorious  on  both  sides,  was  confined  to  the  passes,  leaving 
our  provinces  of  Koossillon  udder  tbe  shock  of  an  always 
-  delayed  but  always  imminent  invasion.  The  disastera  of 
tbe  revolutionary  army  in  La  Vend^  completed  this  tableau 
of  tbe  calamity  of  the  republic  and  tbe  extremity  of  the 
Convention.  Power  existed  no  longer  but  in  the  beait. 
Not  to  despair  of  the  struggle  which  the  concentrated  re- 
public had  to  sustain  in  Paris,  it  was  necessary  to  have  in 
the  soul  the  endre  faith  of  the  nation  in  liberty.  The  Con- 
vention possessed,  that  faith,  and  devoted  itself,  and  devoted 
France,  either  to  death  or  to  this  grand  work.  This  was 
its  glory,  its  excuse,  and  its  saletv.     Danton  and  Robes- 


pierre, Uie  Commune  of  Paris,  and  the  Jacobins,  n: 

ed  iw  energy  to  the  level  of  its  danger^  sometimes  by  the 

enthusiaBm,  sometimes  by  the  terror,  which  they  imprewed 
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npon  it.  They  placed  it  between  tho  counter-revolutiDn 
and  the  Bc&ffokL  It  bad  but  the  choice  of  deaths  :  it  chosv 
a  glorious  one,  and  resolved  to  combat  againBt  all  hope. 

vni. 

To  show  that  it  did  not  despair  of  the  future,  the  Con- 
vention voted,  after  soma  days'  debate,  the  new  constitutioa, 
of  which  it  had  charged  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  to 
present  a  scheme.     Herault  de  Sechelles  read  the  report. 

Robespierre,  whose  pnnciples  had  prevailed  in  this  con- 
ception, defended  it  in  the  Jacobins  against  the  attacks  of 
aggravated  demagogues,  such  aa  Boux  and  Chabot.  "  Mis- 
trust," said  he, "  these  H-demuU  priests,  who  are  linked  with 
the  Austrians.  Beware  of  the  fiesb  Biask  with  which  tbe 
aristocrats  are  about  to  cover  themselves." 

The  Jacobins,  who  affected  always  to  preserve  the  ad- 
vantage of  moderation  over  the  Cordeliers,  and  who  owed 
to  this  reflecting  and  pontic  character  of  their  acts  a  part 
of  their  power,  applauded  Robespierre's  speech.  Tliey 
sent  a  deputation,  of  which  Collot  d'Herbois  was  the  ora- 
tor, to  supplicate  the  Cordeliers  to  silence  the  detractors  of 
the  constitution,  and  to  rally  every  heart  to  a  work  which 
time  would  render  yet  more  popular.  The  Cordeliers,  in- 
fluenced by  the  Jacobins,  chased  irom  their  society,  as  dis- 
turbers and  anarchists,  Roux  and  Leclerc  des  Vosges,  and 
pardoned  Yarlet,  in  consideration  of  the  ardor  of  his  youth. 

The  constitution,  thus  eanctimed  by  the  two  sovereign 
sociedes  of  opinion  in  Paris,  and  shielded  by  the  ^^  of 
Robespierre,  was  sent  to  all  the  municipalities  of  (he  repub- 
lic, to  be  presented  to  the  acceptation  of  the  French  people, 
convokecf  in  primary  assemblies. 

As  regarded  Danton,  he  threw  this  constitution  at  the 
people  as  a  toy  which  be  considered  already  broken.  He 
only  regarded  the  people  for  their  power ;  he  thought  bltlB 
of  liberty,  and  disquiet^  himself  less  about  the  future — be 
was  of  tlrat  race  of  men  who  only  put  down  a  tyranny  by 
tyranny  still  greatw. 

IX. 

Report  then  spread  that  the  Convention,  embarrassed 
with  Uie  dirondist  captives  in  Paris — neither  daring  to  sen- 
tence nor  acquit  them— proposed  J»  make  a  sacrifice  to 
Deace,  wid  a  reconciliation  with  the  departments,  hy  grant 
\g  an  amnesty  to  the  twenty-two. 
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In  efiect  anch  wu  the  adrioe  of  Danton  :  dbbIms  ■evonty 
oppressed  him ;  and  the  remembrance  of  September  made 
him  flhriok  from  murder, 

Valsze,  indignant  at  the  outrage  concealed  under  such  a 
pardon,  wrote  to  the  Convention,  that  he  could  not  believe 
this  project  of  die  Committee  of  Public  Safely — that  lib- 
erty was  lew  dear  to  him  than  honor — and  that 'he  should 
reject  the  pardon  with  disgust.  Vergniaud,  equally  in- 
trepid, and  who  threw  defiance  at  his  conquerors  from  the 
depth  of  his  prison,  wrote  a  letter  in  the  same  sente.  "  I 
demand  a  trial,"  said  he :  "  If  I  am  guilty,  I  have  placed 
myself  voluntarily  in  a  state  of  arrest,  and  ofier  my  head  as 
expiation  for  the  treasons  of  which  I  may  be  convicted.  If 
my  calumniatorB  do  not  prodace  their  proof  against  me,  I 
in  my  turn  demand  that  they  be  sent  to  the  scaffold.  Citi- 
zens— ray  colleagues — ^I  appeal  to  your  conscience ;  your 
justice  will  in  its  turn  be  judged  by  posterity."  The  re- 
mainder of  the  Girondist  party,  enconraged  by  the  rising 
of  the  departments,  repaired  in  a  body  to  the  sitting  of  the 
Convention,  to  suppt^  the  reading  of  these  letters  and 
petitions  in  fevor  of  the  proscribed.  "  They  are  firebrands 
of  civil  war  that  are  thrown  lo  you,"  cned  Legendre ; 
"  hasten  to  extinguish  them,  hy  passing  contemptuously  to 

Srar  debates."  The  Convention  dismissed  these  petitionsi 
arrdre  read  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Saiety. 
He  therein  glorified  the  31st  of  May,  deraanding  severe 
measures  to  bring  back  the  Jacobins  and  the  Commune  to 
reepflctibr  the  supreme  power  concentrated  in  the  Con- 
vention. "  Men  of  La  Monlagne,"  said  Barrdre,  in  con- 
clusion, "  doubtless  you  have  itot  ^aced  yourselves  upon 
the  most  elevated  point  to  raise  yonrselves  above  truth ; 
deign  then  to  hear  it.  Do  not  pronounce  your  opinion 
hastily  upon  the  culpability  of  the  colleagues  whom  yoa 
have  cast  from  your  bosom,  and  give.  While  awwting  judg- 
ment, hostages  to  the  alarmed  departments."  Robespierre, 
Lacroix,  Thuriot,  and  Legeiidre,  Were  indignant  at  this 
weakneBS.  Robespierre  was  astonished  that  tl^y  had  dared 
to  call  in  question  what  the  people  had  decided. 

It  was  announced  at  the  same  moment  to  the  Convention, 
that  the  administrators  of  the  insurgent  departments  had 
arrested  the  commissioners  Romme,  prior  of  the  Cdte-d'or, 
and  Ruhl,  prior  of  Mame.  "  I  know  RnU,"  exclaimed 
Coathnu  ;  "  he  will  yet  be  fi'ee,  in  the  tace  of  all  the  can- 
non of  Europe."     The  prompt  punishment  of  the  rebel 
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adnuDHtratOTB  iras  demanded  by  acclainatioD.  Some  meto- 
here  of  the  rigfat  proposed  feeble  or  perfidioua  measureB  of 
expediency.  Danton  seemed  to  arouse  at  these  words 
fiom  his  inexphcable  lethargy.  "  What,"  said  he,  "  do  they 
seem  to  doubt  the  republic  1  It  is  in  the  moment  of  a  great 
delivery  that  political  bodies,  aa  phyaical  ones,  appear 
threaesned  with  immediate  destruction.  We  are  snrtoand- 
ed  by  tempests  !  the  thunder  growls  I  well,  then,  it  is  from 
the  midst  of  its  lightnitig  that  the  work  will  iasue  which 
wilt  immortalize  ^e  French  nation.  Recall  to  yourselves, 
dtizeuB,  what  passed  at  the  time  of  the  conspii'acy  of  La 
Fayette  !  Hecall  the  state  of  Fans  then — patriots  oppress- 
od,  proscribed,  and  menaced  every  where— the  greatest 
miflfertunea  suspended  over  us  !  We  are  to-day  in  the 
same  situation ;  it  appears  that  danger  only  affects  thos* 
vriio  have  created  lUwi^!  La  Fayette  and  his  faction 
were  soon  unmasked.  This  day  the  new  enemies  of  th* 
people  are  already  in  fli^t  under  false  names.  Tha> 
Biissot — that  Coryphee  of  the  impious  sect  which  is  abou' 
to  be  scotched — that  man  who  boasted  of  his  courage,  ant 
prided  himself  on  his  indigence,  in  accusing  me~-me— ol 
being  covered  with  gold — is  only  a  wretcbl  to  whom  tbt 
people  of  Moulins  have  done  justice  in  arresting  him  as  e 
conspirator.  It  is  said  that  the  insurrection  in  Paris  caused 
the  movements  in  the  departments  !  I  declare  in  the  &oe 
of  the  universe,  these  events  will  be  the  glory  of  this  great 
oty  I  I  declare  it  in  the  bee  of  France,  but  for  the  cannon 
of  the  Slat  of  May,  the  consfHratois  viwild  have  ruled  as  I 
Let  tbe  crime  of  this  insurrection  fell  back  upon  us  I" 


This  proud  defiance  to  posterity  met  vrith  an  unanimous 
echo  from  La  Montagoe.  Dantim  associated  himself  with 
the  victorious  insurrection  of  the  31st  of  May,  and  bestow* 
ed  upon  it,  before  France,  die  baptism  of  patriotism. 

Couthon  converted  into  a  moti<m  the  enthuaiasm  excited 
by  his  language,  and  caused  luA  only  the  amnesty  of  tiie 
bands  who  besieged  the  Convention  to  be  voted,  but  more- 
over the  eul<^y  of  the  Commune  <^  the  people,  and  even 
of  the  Insurrectional  Committee  of  Paris,  during  the  days 
of  the  3lBt  of  May,  and  Ist  and  2d  of  June. 

Ducos,  who  bad  remained  vrith  Fonfrfide  upon  the  de- 
serted benches  of  the  Jacobins,  endeavored  to  appease  the 
anger  uf  the  conquerors,  and  to  obtain  tfaoir  indulgenc*  in 
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ftfor  of  his  colleagusB.  He  was  answered  by  i 
Vergniaud  was  accused  of  hBTinK  denred  to  cotrupt  Um 
gem  d'armea  who  guarded  him.  The  escape  of  Lanjuinais 
and  Potion,  who  were  gone  to  raioin  their  colleagnea  at 
Caen,  was  altaded  to.  RobespierDe  demanded  the  imme- 
diate rejWTt  upon  the  detaitied  deputies. 

"What,  is  It  here,"  he  said,  "  that  a  parallel  dare  be 
drawn  between  the  ConTenti<m  and  certain  ctmsrnrabHvl 
Is  it  here  that  the  lao^aga  of  La  Vendue  is  held  V'  Thia 
injurioas  apostrophe  to  the  right  side  was  received  with 
denials  and  murmtirs.  "  I  demand,"  said  Legeodre,  who 
affected  ftnanaam  for  Robespierre ;  "  I  demand  that  the 
6nt  rebel— die  first  of  these  insurrectionists  (crushing  bj 
bis  gesture  tbe  fKends  of  Vergniaud)  who  shall  interrupt 
the  orator — be  sent  to  the  Abboy."  "  If  you  wish  to  know 
their  crimes,"  continued  RubeBpierre — "  their  crimes,  citi- 
zens, are  the  public  calamities— the  audacity  of  conspira- 
tois— the  coahtiou  of  tbe  tyiaots  of  Europe ;  the  laws 
which  they  have  prevented  us  from  making,  and  the  holy 
constitution  which  has  been  raised  since  they  have  been  no 
more  I  Citizens,  let  no  pusillanimity  induce  you  to  tamp«>r 
with  the  guilty :  tbe  people  are  your  own." 

XI. 
Fonft^e  tried  to  obtain  that  tbe  decree  of  imprisonment 
against  his  fiiende  should  indicate  at  leaet  some  private 
prison  wherein  they  might  be  locked  up  without  confound- 
ing them  with  criminals.  Cold  indifierence  alone  awaited 
him.  The  wives  and  children  of  the  captives  implored  per 
mission  to  partake  tbe  lot  of  their  relatives.  La  Montague 
accepted  or  rejected  these  private  petitions  according  to  its 
partiality  for  or  against  tbe  parties.  The  discuwion  was 
prolonged.  Drbuet  accused  Brissot  of  seeking  flight,  and 
Vergniaud  of  having  made  his  gaolers  drunk.  "  Let  as 
cease,"  said  Robespierre  at  last,  "to  occupy  ourselves  with 
individuals.  Let  us  leave  these  wretches  to  the  remoise 
which  will  follow."  They  were  soon  apprized  of  tbe  flight 
of  Kerv61^gan  and  Biroteau.  "  What  is  their  crime  }" 
exclaimed  a  voice  from  La  Plaine.  "  Their  CTime,"  tv 
|died  Maure,  "  consists  in  their  flight." 

XIL 

At  lost  St.  Just,  instigated  by  Robespierre,  read  A* 
definitive  report  upon  the  events  of  tbe  3lM  of  Maj.     Thia 
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rnxnt,  embnunt-g  ki  one  single  document  all  the  calumnies 
of  Camille  DesmouliiiB  against  the  GrirondieitB,  transformed 
that  party  into  a  vast  conspiracy  to  re-establish  abolished 
royalty,  and  to  deUver  the  republic  over  to  foreignere. 
Federalism  wsa  depicted  as  the  constant  and  systematic 
aim  of  that  paity,  "  Behold  !"  said  Sl  Just  on  concludiog, 
"they  wished  to  enslaye  you  in  the  name  of  your. safety. 
They  treated  you  as  that  king  of  Cypms  who  was  fettered 
with  chains  of  gold.  MarseiUes  and  Lyons,  ready  to  ally 
themselTea  to  La  Vendue,  are  a  prey  to  their  einissaiies. 
Tyrants,  more  odious  than  Pisistratus,  they  would  murder 
the  son  who  requifed  the  itUher  at  their  hands,  and  the 
mother  who  wept  for  that  son.  Buzot  excited  L'Eure  and 
Le  Calvados;.  P6tion,  Louvet,  and  Barbaroux  assisted  him. 
The  popular  meetings  were  closed,  and  the  patriots  mal- 
treued.  At  Niames  a.  government  commission  was  estab- 
lished. Every  where  blood  flowed.  Bordeaux  heard  the 
cry  of  Vive  le  roU  mingled  with  execrations  against  the 
Convention.  Did  you  hear  the  cries  of  those  yriiotn  they 
assasB^ated  1  The  liberty  of  the  world  and  the  rights  of 
man,  are  rfiutupwhh  you  in  Paris.  They  will  not  perish, 
lour  destiny  »  stronger  than  your  enemies.  You  owe 
them  nothing  sihce  they  desolate  the  country.  It  is  the  &o 
of  hberty  which  itsdf  hw  pu^d  you,  as  the  ebnllition  of 
metals  casts  forth  from  the  emcible  the  impure  droas.  Let 
them  rest  alon*  with  their  crimes.  Proscribe  those  who 
are  there,  judge  the  others,  and  aftetward  forgive.  Yon 
do  not  desire  to  be  implacable," 

This  report  offered  amnesty  to  the  insurgent  departmenta. 
Itresolved  Itself  into  adecree.  The  decree  declared  Buzot, 
Barbaroux,  Gorsas,  Lanjninais,  Salles,  Louvet,  BergoingI 
Biroteaii,  and  P^don,  traitors  to  their  country ;  it  placed 
in  accusation  Gensonn^,  Guadet,  Vergniaud,  Molievault, 
atid  Grardien,  who  were  detained  in  Paris.  It  recalled  Ber- 
trand,  a  member  of  the  Commission  of  Twelve,  to  the  bosom' 
of  the  Convention.     Chabot,  on  the  termination  of  this  i-e- 

Sort,  demanded  and  obtained  a  decree  of  accusation  against 
ondorcet,  who  had  just  courageously  defended  hia  friends 
in  an  address  to  the  French. 

XIII. 

While  the  Convention  was  thus  rigorous  at  home,  it 

carried  on  a  desperate  struggle  abroad.     Its  commiasariefl, 

combating  in  every  direction  against  the  Girondist  emi» 
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nnM,  raised  Ute  seatioiia,  rallied  the  troops,  narvhed  at 
tbeir  head  against  the  first  gatbering,  and  ciiisbed  the  in- 
tuirection  in  the  bud.  General  Carteaux  cut  off  the  road 
to  Lyons  from  tfae  MaraeiUais  Tolunteeis,  and  put  them  to 
fiigbt  near  Avignon.  Bordeaux  remained  undeciiled  as  to 
whether  she  would  avenge  bee  deputies  or  obey  La  Mon 
tagne.  But  tbe  focus  of  the  federal  insurrection  was  at 
Caen,  in  Normandy  and  Brittany.  Let  us  cast  a  glance 
upon  this  town  and  these  prorincea. 

The  eighteen  deputies  'who  had  taken  refuge  in  Caen 
were  Barbaroux,  Bergoing,  Boutedouz,  Buzot,  Duch&Iel, 
de  Cuny,  Gorsas,  Guaaet,  Kerreiegan,  Lanjuinais  (for  some 
days  only),  LariTi^re,  Leeage  d'Eure-et-Loiiv,  Louvet, 
Iileilhan,  Molieyault,  SaDee,  Valady,  and  Potion,  who  was 
accompatiied  by  his  son,  a  child  ui  ten  years  old.  The^ 
had  been  re-joined  by  three  young  writeia,  devoted  to  tfaeu 
cause  and  to  their  &te :  these  were  Oirey-DuprA,  Biouffe, 
and  Marcheona. 

These  deputies  had  thrown  tbemselres  into  Oaen,  «• 
tmatte,  because  thia  town  had  not  waited  for  their  provoca- 
tion to  pronounce  itself  against  the  day  of  the  Slit  of  May, 
and  the  viotodDn  of  the  national  reprosentntion.  For  some 
months,  the  Jacobins  of  Caen,  indigiwiK  at  the  doctrine  of 
La  Montagne,  had  openly  broken  with  the  society  of  the 
Jacobins  of  Paris.  On  tbe  very  night  of  tbe  3lBt  of  May, 
(he  coundl  of  the  department  of  Calvadcw  had  voted  the 
formation  of  a  departmental  army,  destined  to  assure  the 
libertj  of  die  Convention.  "  We  will  not  lay  down  our 
arms,"  said  the  address,  drawn  up  in  tbe  same  assembly, 
"  until  ^ier  having  annihilated  the  jiroscribera  and  the  fac- 
tions." A  meeting  took  on  itself  the  government  of  tbe  in- 
Bturectian.  It  decreed  tbe  command  of  the  troops  to  Gen- 
eral Wimpfen,  an  old  constitutional  deputy.  M.  de  Wimpfen 
was  irom  Bayeux.  Remaining  faithful  to  his  country,  he 
was  still  a  royaCst  at  heart.  The  insurrectional  assembly 
caused  two  commissaries  from  the  convention,  JRomme  and 
Prieur,  of  tbe  Montagnard  par^,  to  be  arrested.  They 
were  confined  in  the  chateau  of  Caen.  It  waa  duruig  this 
imprisonnient  that  Ronnne  thought  of  the  plan  of  tbe  repub' 
tliean  almanac,  which  was  to  remove  from  time  itself  all  im- 
pression and  tradition  of  the  past. 

The  fugitive  deputies  arrived  succAuively  at  Caen,  during 
Uie  early  part  of  June,  Each  of  them  on  bis  arrival  pre- 
sented himself  to  the  insunectional  committee,  asd  excited 
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die  minds  of  ihe  federalieta  by  the  recital  of  their  private 
prosecutions.  The  town  granted  them  hospitality  at  the 
ancient  hall  of  administration.  They  remained  spectators, 
rather  than  actors,  in  the  inaurrection,  which  rapidly  ia- 
ci'eased  by  some  regimeiits  in  garrison  at  Caen  and  in  its 
enrii'ons,  and  by  some  battalions  of  volunteers,  composed 
of  the  chosen  youth  of  Hennes,  Lorient,  and  oS  Brest.  The 
advanced  guard  of  these  troops,  under  the  command  of  M, 
de  Puisaye,  a  returned  emigrant,  devoted  to  the  king,  waa 
postei)  at  Evreux.  Mr  de  Fuisaye  beheld  in  the  insurrec- 
tion only  the  overthrow  of  the  republic  Once  a  conqueror, 
he  thought  he  could  easily  make  bis  troops  change  colors, 
and  restore  conslitutioaal  royalty.  This  man  was  at  once 
an  orator,  a  diplomatist,  atid  a  soldier — a  character  eminently 
adapted  for  civil  war,  which  pi'oduces  more  adventurers 
than  tieroes.     M.  de  Puisaye  had  akeady  passed  a  wb<de 

Star  concealed  in  a  cavern  in  the  midst  of  the  forests  of 
ritt-i  ny,  where,  by  his  mantauvres  and  correspondence,  he 
kindled  the  lire  of  revolt  against  the  republic. 

He  now  assumed  the  tri'Colured  banners  and  the  opinions 
of  the  Gii-ondists.  His  soldiers  mistrusted  him.  General 
Wimpfen  remained  at  Gsen  with  the  principal  force.  He 
tiied  ID  vain  to  strengthen  himself  by  voluntary  en  roll  meats. 
The  emissaries  of  La  Montague,  dispersed  throughout  the 
department,  extinguished  and  discouraged  the  movement. 
They  trembled  leat  liberty  should  succumb  in  this  combat 
ofiered  in  her  name. 

M.  de  Puisaye  mariihed  bis  troops,  to  thenomber  of  2000 
men,  upon  Vernoo.  But  having  imprudently  encamped 
them  in  the  neighborhood  of  Br^court,  and  personally  aban- 
doned them  during  the  night  of  the  13th  of  July,  some  dis- 
charges of  cannon  from  tbe  troops  of  the  Convention  were 
sufficient  to  disperse  them.  This  repulse  was  the  signal  of 
tbe  defeat  of  .the  mustered  forces  in  every  direction.  The 
troops  of  Bretjms  themselves  retraced  their  route  to  their  de- 
partments. Robert  Lindet,  commissary  of  the  Convention, 
returned  to  Caec  without  o[)position.  The  deputies  now 
only  thought  of  tbeir  safety.  Wimpfen  offered  to  assure 
them  an  asylum  in  England.  They  refiised,  for  tear  of  con- 
[bunding  their  cause  with  that  of  the  emigrants. 

The  same  indolence  which  had  destroyed  them  at  Pari* 

Jestmyed  them  at  Caen.     None  erf  them  developed  those 

reeources  of  character  and  mind  which  supply  the  lack  of 

aumbers,  and  create  tbe  means  of  action.     They  «inteiii> 
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plstad  tbair  fate  without  eadeaToring-  to  help  it.  Tbe;  loit 
days  in  dry  debate  with  tha  membera  of  the  ituurrectional 
committee.  Barbaroax  occupied  hiiDBelf  with  poetrj,  a«if 
in  the  leisure  of  a  happy  life.  He  excuied  hiniaejf  for  hia 
vote  of  death  in  the  proceas  of  the  king.  "  It  was  not  tny 
personal  opinion,"  oaid  hej  "it  was  dtie  wish  of  my  ron- 
Rituency ;  I  was  bound  to  express  iL" 

Potion  .appeared  absorbed  iii  the  cares  he  bestowed  on 
his  son. 

Louvet  and  Barbaroux  went  to  Lisieux,  with  the  inten- 
tioii  of  marching  with  the  advanced  guard  upon  Paris. 
They  arrived  there  at  the  moment  when  the  diabandecX 
troops,  of  Fuisaya  were  retreating  toward  Caeu.  One  of 
their  friends,  who  fled  with  the  troops  of  that  general,  foand 
Barbaroux  lying  on  the  floor  of  his  chamber  in  en  inn  at 
Lisieux.  He  announced  to  him  the  defeat  (^  Vemun. 
Bavbaroux  returned  to  Caen.  Valady  and  he  never  sepa- 
rated. "Barbaroux,"  said  Valady,  "is  a  sublime  idler, 
who,  in  ten  years,  will  be  a  great  man  I"  Girey-Duprf 
composed  insurrectional  sianEas  to  replace  those  of  the 
MarteUlaise  in  the  struggle  against  La  Montarae. 

Potion  justifies  himself  with  indignation  &om  the  sus- 

Scion  of  having  participated  in  the  masaacrea  of  Scptembo'. 
is  honest  countenance  belied  such  atrocious  imputationa. 
"  Behold  I"  said  Barbaroux  of  him — "  behold  the  man  they 
want  to  pass  ofl*  as  an  assassin." 

Graudet  had  a  tragical  appearance,  speech,  and  connte> 
nance.  "  Always  an  orator,"  said  Barbaroux  jestingly  of  him. 

They  displayed  at  Caen  more  indifference  to  their  fate, 
thqp  character  to  redeem  it  They  excited  more  curiosity 
than  enthusiasm.  All  proved  abortive  under  their  hands. 
Their  civil  war  was  hut  a  commotion  which  did  not  even 


apmoach  the  ramparts  of  Paris.  The  republic  which  they 
had  created  refused  them  even  a  field  of  battle,  and  reserved 
them  only  for  the  scaffold. 

XIV. 
Every  day  the  suspicimi  of  federalism  sent  to  the  i-evola- 
tiooary  committee  those  whom  this  name  pointed  out  to  the 
vengeance  of  the  people.  Marat  inceaaantly  stigmutixnd 
with  this  name  all  those  who  leaned  to  the  proscribed  dep- 
uties, either  from  opinion  or  from  attachment.  Marat  had 
constituted  himself,  since  his  triumph,  the  public  accuser  uf 
the  Commune,  of  the  Cordsliers,  and  even  c^  Uia  CuuveDt 
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tioD.  The  hesitation  of  Danton,  the  Blotbfulnew  of  Robes- 
pierre,  snd  the  moderation  of  the  JacobioB  at  this  time 
elevated  Marat  to  the  apogee  of  faia  popularity  and  power. 
He  dared  do  all  be  dreamed  of.  His  feTerish  iniagiiiatioQ 
no  longer  placed  a  limit  to  his  delirium.  He  aSected  great 
contempt  for  the  Convention.  He  disdained  to  o^siat  at 
the  meetings.  He  shrugged  his  shoulders  at  the  names  of 
Robespierre  and  Danton,  both  of  them  incapable,  he  said, 
the  one  deficient  in  virtue,  the  other  in  geniua.  In  accom- 
plish a  revolution,  and  regenerate  a  people.  His  bead 
swam  with  the  height  to  n^iicb  his  madnass  had  conduct- 
ed hitDa  He  tfaol>ghl^  to  snm  up  in  his  own  person  the 
whole  right  of  the  numbers,  the  cause,  and  the  will  of  the 
multitude.   He  adored  in  himself  the  divinity  of  the  people. 

XV. 
This  worship  which  be  bad  for  biniself,  he  bad  iDspired 
the  ignorant  and  turbulent  part  of  [he  nstioD  with,  and  par- 
ticularly the  populace  of  Paris.  Marat  was  iu  their  eyes 
the  acm^  of  patriotism.  "  We  must  have  Marat,"  said 
Camille  Desmoutins  to  Danton,  to  excuse  himself  for  his 
adulation  toward  this  man ;  "  as  long  as  we  have  Marat 
with  us,  the  people  will  have  confidence  in  our  opinions, 
and  will  net  abandon  us ;  for  beyond  the  opinion  ol  Marat, 
all  is  naught.  He  goes  in  advance  of  every  one,  and  no 
one  can  supersede  him." 

Ailer  the  expulsion  of  the  Girondists,  he  had  excepted 
against  himself  as  deputy,  not  wishing,  he  said,  to  pro- 
nounce as  a  judge  apon  those  whom  he  considered  as  per- 
sonal enemiffs.  His  judgment  was  insurrection.  He  dis* 
dained  ihe  judgment  of  the  Convention,  and  the  blade  of 
die  law.  Devoured  by  a  slow  fever,  and  by  a  hideous  lep- 
rosy, the  visible  scum  of  the  ebulliticai  of  his  hlood,  he 
scarcely  issued  &rtb  ftom  the  dark  and  retired  dwelling  be 
inhabited.  Thence,  unseen  and  ill,  be  ceased  not  to  pub- 
Ush  pToscriptions  to  the  people,  to  point  out  the  suspected, 
to  mark  down  victims  with  his  finger,  and  to  promulgate 
■  hia  orders  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Conventioa  heard 
his  letters  with  real  disgust,  but  with  afiected  deference. 
The  Girondists  dispersed  in  the  departments,  to  increase 
the  horror  of  France  against  their  enemies,  gave  tbem  the 
name  nf  Maratlstes.  This  opprobrious  denomination  bad 
still  farther  raised  Marat  in  the  imaginatuin  of  the  multitude. 
The  departments  summed-up  in  thoe  man  all  the  terror,  sit 
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the  horror,  and  all  the  anarchy  of  the  moment.  By  pei^ 
eonifyinK  crime  in  this  living  and  sinister  being,  they  ren- 
derwl  cnme  itself  more  terrible  than  odious. 


BOOK  inr. 


I. 

But  while  Paris,  France,  the  leaden  and  the  armies 
of  the  factions  were  thus  preparing  to  rend  the  republic 
to  atoms,  the  shadow  of  a  grand  idea  was  flitting  over  the 
mind  of  a  young  girl,  which  wbh  to  disconcert  events  and 
men,  by  throwing  the  arm  and  the  life  of  a  female  athwart 
the  destiny  of  the  Revolution.  It  would  seem  as  though 
Providence  deigned  to  mark  out  the  greatness  of  the  deed 
by  the  weakness  of  the  band,  and  took  pleasure  in  con- 
trasting two  species  of  fanaticism  io  boaily  conflict— >tbe 
one  beneath  the  hideous  guise  of  popular  vengeance,  in 
the  person  of  Marat ;  the  other  under  the  heavenly  charm 
of  love  of  country,  in  a  Jeanne  d'Arc  of  liberty :  each, 
notwithstanding,  ending,  through  their  mistaken  zeal,  )D 
murder,  and  thus  unfortunately, presenting  themselves  be- 
fore posterity,  not  as  an  end,  but  as  a  means, — not  by  the 
aspect,  but  the  hand,— 4iot  by  the  mind,  but  by  blood ! 

II. 
In  a  large  and  thronged  street  which  traverses  tlie  city 
of  Caen,  the  capital  of  Normandy,  at  that  time  the  focus 
of  the  Girondiat  insurrection,  there  stood  at  tb^^^ttom  of  a 
courtyai'd  an  ancient  habitation,  with  gray  walls,  stained 
by  the  weather  and  dilapidated  by  time.  This  building 
was  styled  ^e  Grand  Mano'ir.  A  fountain  with  atune  brim, 
covered  with  moss,  occupied  one  angle  of  the  courtyard. 
A  narrow  low  door,  wliose  fluted  lintels  uniting  in  an  arch 
over  the  top,  exposed  the  worn  steps  of  a  winding  sttiiT' 
case  which  led  to  the  upper  story.  Two  windows,  with 
their  small  octagon  panes  of  glass  held  in  lead-work,  feebly  ■ 
lighted  the  staircase  and  the  empty  chambers.  The  misty 
daylight  in  this  antique  and  obscure  abode  impressed  on  it 
the  character  of  vagueness,  mystery,  and  melancholy,  which 
the  human  fancy  likoa  to  aee  spread  as  a  shroud  over  the 
cradle  of  deep  thoughts  and  the  abodes  of  strongly  imagi- 
o^ve  minds.      Here  resided,  at  the  commencflmeiU  ^ 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


CI1ABI.OTTE  COSDAr.  53 

1793,  a  grand-daughter  of  the  great  French  tragedy  writer, 
Pierre  Comeille.  Poets  and  heroes  are  of  the  eame  i-oce. 
There  is  between  them  no  other  difference  ihau  tliat  which 
exiijls  between  fdea  and  fact.  The  one  dues  what  the 
Other  conceives;  but  the  thought  is  wholly  tlie  same. 
Women  are  DBturally  as  enthuaiastic  aa  the  one,  and  as 
courageous  aa  the  other.  Poetry,  heroiam,  and  love  in- 
herit the  same  blood. 

III. 

This  house  belonged  to  a  poor  woman,  a  widow,  chilci- 

Icsa,  aged,  and  infirm — a  Madame  de  Brettetille.     With 

r  had  lived   for  some   years  a  young  female  relative, 

Lom  si     '    '     '        .       -  • 

girl  was  then  in  her  twenty-fourth  year.  Her  serious  but 
fine  features — gi-ave,  yet  very  beautiful — seemed  to  have 
received  the  imprint  of  this  dull  abode  and  sequestered 
exisieiice.  There  was  in  her  something  not  of  this  eurth. 
The  iiihabitania  of  the  district  who  saw  her  walking  oul 
with  her  aged  aunt  on  Sundays  in  order  to  go  to  church, 
Dr  caught  a  glimpse  of  ber  through  the  doorway,  reading 
(or  houi9  at  a  time  in  the  courtyai'd,  seated  in  the  sunshine 
at  the  brink  of  the  fountain,  relate  that  their  admiration 
of  her  was  mingled  with  prestige  and  respect,  aiisiiig  from 
that  strength  of  mind  which,  beaming  forth,  intimidates 
the  vulgar  eye— or  that  deep  feeling  of  the  soul  impiinted 
on  her  features — or  that  presentiment  of  a  tragic  destiny 
which,  anticipating  the  event,  stamps  its  mark  upon  the 

This  young  creature  was  tall,  without  exceeding  the 
usual  height  of  the  high-staiured  and  well-proportioned 
women  of  Normandy.  Natural  grace  and  dignity,  like  the 
rhythm  of  poetry,  displayed  itself  in  her  steps  and  action. 
The  ardor  of  the  south  mingled  itself  in  her  comjjexion 
with  the  high  color  of  the  women  of  the  nonh.  Her  hair 
seemed  black  when  fastened  in  a  large  mass  around  hei 
head,  or  arranged  in  clusters  on  each  side  of  her  brows. 
It  seemed  gold  colored  at  thte  points  of  the  tresses,  like  the 
ear  of  corn,  deeper  and  mora  lustrous  than  the  wheat-stalk 
in  the  sunlight.  Her  eyes,  large  and  expanding  almost  tc 
her  temples,  were  of  a  color  variable  like  the  wave  of  ihe 
ocean,  which  borrows  ita  tint  fi-om  the  shadow  or  the  day 
beam— blue  whan  she  reflected,  almost  black  when  callea 
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into  aniinated  play.  Long  eyelashes,  blacker  than  bei 
Bair,  gave  the  appimrance  of  great  dejth  to  her  glatice. 
Her  nose,  which  united  with  her  brow  by  an  almost  im- 

^tihle  curve,  was  slightly  expanded  near  the  middle. 

Grecian  nnoutb  dbplayed  tbe  well  cut  lips,  whose  ex- 
(ureseion,  impossible  to  depict,  fluctuated  between  tender- 
leaa  and  Bererity,  equally  formed  to  breathe  love  or  patr^ 

.  The  projecting 
ihe  lower  part  of 
tion  which  contruted  with  the  perfectly  feminine  contour 
of  her  lovoly  face.  Her  cheeks  had  the  freshness  of  youth 
and  the  &na  oval  of  health.  She  blushed  or  turned  pala 
veo'  suddenly.  Her  skin  had  the  wholesome  and  marbled 
whiteness  of  perfect  healthiness.  Her  chest,  wide  and 
Bomewbat  thin,  offered  a  bust  of  sculpture  scarcely  undu- 
lated by  ibe  characteristic  contour  of  her  sex.  Her  arms 
were  liill  of  muscle,  her  hands  long,  and  ber  fingers  taper. 
Her  attire,  conformable  to  the  humbleness  of  ber  fortune, 
and  the  retirement  in  which  she  dwelt,  was  simplicity  itself. 
She  relied  on  natnre,  and  disdained  every  artifice  or  whim 
of  fashion  in  ber  dress.  Those  who  saw  her  io  her  youdi 
describe  her  as  always  attired  in  a  gown  of  dark  cloth,  cut 
Uke  a  riding-habit,  with  a  bat  of  gray  felt  turned  up  at  tbe 
sides  with  black  ribbon,  round  and  like  those  worn  by 
Vomen  of  rank  at  that  period.  The  tone  of  her  voice- 
that  living  echo  which  bespeaks  tbe  whole  soul  in  a 
vibration  m  the  air — left  a  deep  and  tender  impression  in 
the  ear  of  those  whom  she  addressed ;  and  tney  spoke 
srill  of  that  tone,  ten  years  after  they  had  beard  it,  aa  ef 
strange  and  unforgotten  music  ine£&ceab1y  imprinted  on 
the  memory.  There  wet^  in  this  scale  of  liie  soul  notes 
■o  sonorous  and  deep,  that  they  said  to  hear  was  even 
more  than  to  see  her,  and  that  her  voice  formed  a  portion 
of  her  beauty. 

This  young  girl  was  named  Charlotte  Corday  d'Armont. 
Alibongfa  of  noble  blood,  she  was  born  in  a  cottage  called 
le  RonMray.  in  tbe  village  of  Ligneries,  not  far  from  d'Ar- 
gentan.  Misfortune  had  ushered  her  into  life,  which  she 
WAS  destined  to  quit  by  the  scaffold. 

IV. 

Her  father,  Francois  de  Corday  d'Armont,  was  one  of 

fhose  country  gentlemen  whose  poverty  made  him  almost 
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Ml  a  level  vrith  the  peasaitL  This  nobility  preserved  iiotb- 
ing  of  its  ancient  elevation  but  a  certain  respect  for  th« 
family  name,  and  a  vague  liope  of  a  return  to  fortune, 
vrhicb  prevented  him  alike  from  lowering  himself  by  his 
manner,  or  of  raising  himself  by  his  labor.  The  land 
which  such  rural  nubility  cultivated  in  its  small  and  inatien- 
able  domains,  nourislied  without  hnmiliating  it  by  its  in- 
di^Dce.  NobiUty  and  the  soil  seemed  to  be  wedded  in 
France,  as  aristocntcy  and  the  sea  are  wadded  in  Venice. 
H.  de  Corday  united  to  this  agricultural  occupation  a  i«bI- 
lemnesB  in  politics  and  literary  tastes,  then  very  common  in 
this  culdvated  portion  of  the  nobles  of  the  population.  He 
longed  with  all  his  soui  for  a  coming  revolution.  He  was 
.wretched  in  his  inaction  and  poverty.  He  hod  wrkten 
some  casual  pamphlets  against  despotism  and  the  law  of 
primogeniture,  and  bis  productions  were  full  of  the  feeling 
which  was  speedily  to  burst  forth.  He  had  a  horror  u 
snpentition,  the  ardor  of  the  newly  springing  philoeopby, 
and  tbe  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  revolution ;  but, 
ntber  &om  lack  of  genius,  restlessness  of  temperament,  or 
the  malevolence  of  fortune,  which  restrain  the  highest  talents 
in  oblivion,  he  could  not  make  his  way  through  events. 

He  pined  in  the  obscurity  of  his  petty  fief  of  Ligneriea,  in 
the  bosom  of  his  yearly-increasing  family.  Five  children — 
two  sons  and  three  dau^ters,  of  whom  Charlotte  was  the 
second — -made  him  feel  daily  with  more  acuteness  the 
stem  and  sad  pressure  of  want.  His  wife,  Jaci^ueline- 
Charlotte-Marie-de-OtiDthier-deB-Autiers,  died,  leaving  her 
husband  to  her  dauKhteis,  still  young,  bat  really  bequeath- 
ing to  her  orphans  toat  domestic  tra^rion  and  daily  inspira- 
tion which  death  catries  off  from  children  when  it  bereaves 
them  of  their  mother. 

Charlotte  and  her  sisters  lived  on  after  this  for  some 
years  at  Ligneries,  almost  running  wild,  clothed  in  coarse 
cloth,  like  the  young  girls  of  Normandy,  and,  like  them, 
working  in  the  garden,  making  hav,  gleaning,  and  gather- 
ing the  apples  on  tbe  small  estate  ot  tiieir  &ther.  At  length 
necessity  compelled  M.  de  Corday  to  separate  from  hii 
daughters,  who,  by  favor  of  their  nobility  and  their  in- 
digence, entered  a  monastery  at  Csen,  of  which  Madame 
Belzunce  was  abbess.  This  abbey,  whose  vast  cloisters 
and  chapel  of  Roman  architecture  were  built  in  1066,  by 
Matilda,  wife  of  William  the  Conqueror,  afier  having  been 
desorted,  degrade^,  and  forgotten  in  its  ruins,  until  1730, 
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WBB  then  magnificently  i-estored  ;  and  at  this  daj  forms  omi 
of  tfaa  finest  liospitals  in  the  kingdom,  and  one  of  die  mewl 
splendid  public  buildings  in  the  city  of  Caoo. 

V. 

Charlotte  was  then  thirteen  years  of  ago.  These  con- 
vents were  then  really  Christian  abodes  tor  women,  who 
lived  apart  from  the  world,  still  hearing  all  its  reports  and 
■baring  in  alt  its  movements.  The  monastic  life,  replete 
with  plessBDt  employments  and  close  fiiendships,  for  some 
time  captivated  tiie  young  girL  Her  ardent  soul  and  im- 
passioned fancy  threw  her  into  thst  state  of  dresray  cod- 
tempUtion  in  which  enthusiasts  fancy  they  behold  God — 
a  state  which  the  careful  watchfulness  of  a  superior,  and 
the  power  of  imitation,  so  easily  change  in  inStncy  into 
faith  and  devotional  exercises.  The  iron  disposition  of 
Madame  Roland  herself  would  "have  warmed  aod  softened 
in  presence  of  this  heavenly  fire.  Charlotte,  more  tender, 
yielded  more  easily.  For  some  years  she  was  a  model  of 
piety.  She  dreamed  of  ending  her  life— as  yet  hardly 
opened  at  its  first  page,  and  of  burying  herself  in  this 
living  tomb,  where,  instead  of  death,  she  found  repose, 
friendship,  and  happiness. 

But  the  stronger  were  her  feelings,  the  more  rapidly  did 
she  penetrate  aud  reach  the  extremity  of  her  thoughts ; 
she  rapidly  plumbed  the  depths  of  her  childish  faith,  and 
contemplated  beyond  her  domestic  ideas  otbeiB,  iresh — 
luminous — sublime.  She  neither  forsook  God  nor  virtue, 
die  two  earliest  passions  of  her  soul,  but  she  gave  them 
other  names — different  shapes.  Philosophy,  which  was 
then  irradiating  France  with  its  lights,  gained  admittance, 
with  the  books  then  in  vogue,  throug-h  the  gratings  of  nun- 
neries. These  were  deeply  studied  in  the  seclusion  of  the 
cloister  ;  and  in  opposition  to  monastic  pettinesses,  philos- 
ophy formed  its  most  ardent  adepts.  The  youth  there, 
male  and  female,  in  the  universal  triumph  of  reason,  saw 
their  fetters  broken,  and  adored  their  regained  liberty. 

Charlotte  formed  in  the  convent  those  afiectionate  predi- 
lections of  infancy  so  like  the  relationships  of  the  heait. 
Her  friends  were  two  young  girls  of  noble  bouses,  but  of 
fbrtunes  as  humble  as  her  own — Mesdemoiselles  de  Faudoos 
and  de  Forbin.  The  abbess,  Madame  de  BelKuDce,>  and 
the  assistant,  Madame  Doulcet  de  Fontecoulant,  had  dia- 
ringuishod  Charlotte,  and   they  adnjitted  her  into  thosa 
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■otnewtiat  mundaoe  pailies  which  custom  permitted  tha 
abbesses  to  keep  up  with  their  relatives  in  tlie  world,  evan 
in  the  seclusion  of  their  convents. 

VI. 

At  ^e  period  when  roonastenes  were  suppreswd,  Cfast^ 
lotte  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  The  penury  of  her  father's 
home  had  increased  with  time.  Her  two  brothers  in  the 
king's  service  had  emigi'ated  ;  one  of  her  sisters  was  dead, 
the  other  managed  her  father's  poveity-stricken  home  at 
Argentan.  Madame  de  Brelteville,  the  old  aunt,  received 
Charlotte  into  her  house  at  Caen,  though,  like  her  family, 
she  was  poor,  living  in  that  obscurity  and  silence  which 
hardly  allowed  the  nearest  neighbor  to  be  aware  of  the 
existence  and  name  of  a  poor  widow.  Her  age  and  in- 
firmities cast  even  a  deeper  gloom  over  her  condition. 
Charlotte  aided  her  in  domestic  duties,  accompanying  her 
aunt  ill  the  evenings  to  those  meetings  of  the  nobility 
which  the  fury  of  the  people  had  not  wholly  destroyed, 
and  where  some  remnants  of  the  ancieti  rfgime  were  still 
tolerated  in  their  attempts  to  console  each  other,  and  in 
their  lamentations  over  the  stale  of  circumstances.  Char- 
lotte, respecting  these  regrets  and  supei-stitione  of  the  past, 
never  cast  a  word  of  reproach  on  them,  hut  smiled  to  her- 
self, while  in  her  inmost  soul  she  kept  up  ttie  already 
kindled  flame  of  difierent  opinions — a  Same  which  daily 
burnt  more  ardently. 

Charli>tte  passed  her  days  in  the  court-yard  and  garden,  , 
reading  and  musing.  No  one  interfered  or  directed  her  in 
any  way :  her  freedom,  opinions,  and  studies  were  wholly 
unconstrained.  The  religious  and  political  opinions  ol 
Madame  de  Brelteville  were  habits  rather  than  convictions; 
and  the  republican  sentiments  of  Charlotte's  father  bad  been 
more  or  less  imbibed  by  every  member  of  his  &mtly,  in- 
clining them  all  for  the  new  ideas  which  had  sprang  up. 
Charlotte's  age  inclined  her  to  the  perusal  of  romaniies, 
which  supplied  visions  ready  drawn  for  unemployed  minds. 
Her  feelings  led  hertn  pursue  works  of  pbiloaophy,  which 
transform  the  vague  ii^stincts  of  humanity  into  sublime 
theories  of  government ;  and  historical  productions,  which 
convert  theories  into  actions,  and  ideas  into  men. 

She  found  this  two-fi>ld  desire-  of  her  imagination  and 
heart  satisfied  in  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  the  philosopher 
of  love,  and  the  poet  of  politics ;  in  Saynal,  a  fimatic  of 
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hamanity;  in  Plutarch,  a  persnnificBtion  of  history,  who 
paints  more  than  he  relates,  and  imparts  life  to  the  erenta 
and  charactera  of  his  heroes.  These  three  works  were  id- 
cesaanlly  in  her  hands,  while  IVom  time  to  time  she  Tead 
HeloUe,  and  works  of  that  class.  Yet,  while  hei  imagina- 
tion was  thus  warmed,  her  mind  lost  none  of  its  purity,  nor 
her  youth  ita  chastity.  Absorbed  in  the  desire  of  loving 
and  being  loved,  inspiring,  and  sometimes  experiencing  the 
first  symptoms  of  love,  her  reserve,  her  dependence,  and 
destitutiou  always  repressed  the  aTowal  of  such  feeling. 
Her  love,  thus  restrained,  changed  not  its  natura  but  ita 
ideal,  and  became  a  vague,  yet  sublime  devotion  to  a  dream 
of  public  happiness.  The  passion  with  which  she  would 
have  been  inspired  for  some  one  individual  consumed  her 
in  her  ardor  for  her  country,  and  the  desire  of  immolating 
heiaelf  to  this  had  wholly  possessed  her — was  her  love  or 
her  virtue  ;  and  however  bloody  was  the  sacrifice  to  be,  she 
had  resolved  on  its  consummation. 

She  had  reached  that  enthusiastic  state  of  mind  which  is 
the  suicide  of  happiness,  not  for  the  profit  of  glory  or  am- 
bition, like  Madame  Roland,  but  for  [he  sake  of  liberty  and 
humanity,  like  Judith  or  Epicharis.  She  only  awaited  the 
occarion— it  came,  and  she  thought  to  seize  it. 

♦  VIL 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  Oirondiats  were  struggling 
with  daring  courage  and  prodigious  elot^uence  against  their 
enemies  in  the  Convention.  The  Jacobins  only  desired  to 
wrest  the  republic  from  the  Gironde,  in  order  to  precipitate 
France  into  a  bloody  anarchy.  The  convulsive  throes  of 
liberty,  the  hateful  tyranny  of  the  mob  of  Paris  substituted 
fi)r  the  legal  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  represented  by  its 
deputies  j  arbitrary  imprisonments,  the  assassinations  of 
September,  the  conspiracy  of  the  10th  of  March,  the  insur- 
reotion  of  the  30th  and  Slst  of  May,  the  expulsion  and  pro- 
scription of  the  purer  portion  of  the  Assembly,  their  scaf- 
fold in  perspective,  where  liberty  would  ascend  vrith  them, 
liiB  probity  of  Roland,  the  youth  of  FonfrSde  and  Barba- 
romc,  Isnard's  cry  of  despair,  Buzot'a  constancy.  Potion's 
integrity,  from  an  idol  become  a  victim,  the  martyrdom 
in  the  tribune  of  Lanjninais,  who  only  required,  that  he 
might  parallel  Cicero's  fate,  that  this  tongue  should  be 
nailed  (o  the  roBtrumj  and  finally  the  eloquence  of  Vet*- 
girimd,  tlut  hop«  of  good  eitizsns,  that  remone  of  fro- 
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ward  ones,  became  suddenly  mute,  and  leannz  honest  men 
to  tbeir  diacouragement,  and  the  wicked  to  their  inismy ; 
in  the  place  of  these  men,  interestiDg  or  sublime,  who  a[>< 
peaned  to  defend  in  the  breach  the  last  ram^rts  of  society, 
and  the  sacred  hearth  of  Areiy  citizen,  a  Marat,  the  dren 
and  leproey  of  the  people,  triumphing  over  the  laws  by  eoMr 
tion,  crowned  by  impunity,  carried  into  the  tribune  on  the 
ums  of  the  faubourgs,  attaining  the  dictatorship  of  anarchy, 
spoliation,  assassination,  and  toreatening  every  speci(»  of 
independence,  property,  liberty,  and  bfe,  in  the  depart- 
ments :  all  these  convulsionB,  excesses,  terrors,  had  deeply 
shaken  the  provinces  of  Normandy- 

VIIL  * 

The  presence  in  Calvados  of  the  proscribed  and  &gitira 
deputies,  appealing  to  liberty  against  oppresBion,  and  light* 
ing  up  the  hearths  of  the  departments  in  order  to  call  up 
avengen  for  the  country,  had  excited  even  to  adoration  the 
attachment  of  the  city  of  Caen  toward  the  Girondists,  and 
execration  against  Marat,  whose  very  same  had  become 
synonymous  with  crime. 

What  was  desired  in  Normany  before  the  10th  of  August 
wa«  not  so  mach  the  overthrow  of  the  throne  as  an  equal- 
izing constitotioa  of  the  monarchy.  The  city  of  Rouen, 
capital  of  that  province  was  attached  to  the  person  of  Lonis 
Xvl.,  and  had  offered  him  an  asylum  before  his  fall.  The 
scaffold  of  that  prince  had  saddened  and  humiliated  the 
good  citizens.  The  other  cities  of  this  part  of  France  were 
rich,  industrious,  and  agricultural.  Peace  and  shipping 
were  requisite  to  their  proeperity;  and  a  horror  against  the 
kind's  murderers,  and  a  secret  disposition  to  establish  a 
rigtme,  which  should  unite  the  assurances  of  a  monarchy 
with  the  liberties  of  the  republic  prevailed  among  them. 
Thence  their  enthusiasm  foi'  these  Girondists,  men  of  the 
cODStitudon  on791 ;  thence,  also,  the  hope  which  clung  to 
their  restoration  and  tbeir  vengeance.  All  patriotism  waa 
thus  attacked,  every  virtue  was  thus  aenaibly  assailed,  all  . 
hope  of  real  hberty  died  with  them. 

Charlotte  Corday  felt  all  these  blows  directed  against  her 
country  concentrate  themselves  in  anguish,  despair,  and 
daring  in  her  already  deeply-stricken  heart.  She  saw  the 
loss  of  France,  saw  the  victims,  and  believed  she  diw^rned 
the  tyrant  She  swore  an  inwsffd  oath,  to  avenge  the  one, 
punish  tbe  other;  and  save  all.     She  pondered  ibr  man; 
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dayi  over  the  vague  iletanninatiou  gf  her  haart,  withou 
cleai'ly  resolving  on  what  deed  ber  country  required  at  hei 
bands,  which  link  of  crime  it  was  tnost  urgent  to  cut  through. 
Sbe  considered  things,  men,  circumstances,  in  order  that  hei 
courage  roigbt  not  be  fruitless,  nor  her  blood  spilled  in  vain. 

IX. 

The  Girondists,  Buzot,  Salles,  Fetion,  Valady,  Gotsas 
Kerv^l^gan,  Mollevault,  Barbarous,  Louvet,  Giroux,  Bussf , 
Bergoing, '  Lesage  (d'Eure-et-Loir),  Meilhan,  Henri  Laii- 
vidre,  Ducbfitel,  had  been  for  some  time  assembled  at  Caen, 
and  occupied  themHelves  with  fomenting  the  general  insur- 
rection in  the  depqjlments  of  the  north,  and  combining  it 
with  the  republican  insurrection  of  Biictauy,  in  recruiling 
battaUons  of  volunteers,  and  sending  them  to  the  army  of 
Puisaye  and  Wimpfen,  which  was  to  march  on  Paris,  and 
in  keeping  up,  in  their  localities,  the  fire  of  indignation  in 
the  departments  which  was  to  consume  tbeir  enemies. 
By  rising  against  the  omnipotence  of  Paiia,  and  the  dicta- 
torship of  Uie  Convention,  the  youth  of  the  departments 
believed  they  were  rising  against  Marat  only. 

Danton  and  Robsapien'o,  less  conspicuous  in  the  last 
eRbrt  of  the  people  against  the  Girondists,  bad,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  insurgents,  neither  impoitance  nor  authority  over  the 
people,  nor  the  sanguinary  delirium  of  Marat.  They  left 
the  names  of  these  two  great  partisans  of  the  Montagne  in 
^e  shade,  in  order  not  to  damage  the  esteem  in  which  these 
two  popular  and  important  personages  were  held  by  the 
Jacobins  of  the  departments.  The  multitude  was  deceived, 
and  saw  tyranny  and  fi'eedom  in  one  man's  hands  only. 
Charlotte,  among  the  rest,  was  so  mistaken.  The  shadow 
of  Marat  darkened  all  the  republic  in  her  eyes. 


The  Girondists,  whom  the  city  of  Caen  had  taken  under 
Its  care,  all  lived  together  in  the  old  palace  of  that  inty, 
whither  the  seat  of  the  fedendist  government  was  removed, 
together  with  the  inauirectional  committee  ;  and  here  were 
held  assemblies  of  the  people,  where  the  citizens,  and  even 
Che  women,  fiocked  in  crowds  in  order  to  see  and  hear  these 
first  victims  of  anarchy,  these  last  avengers  of  libeity.  The 
names,  so  long  prevalent,  of  P6tion,  Buzot,  Louvet,  Barba- 
roux,  pleaded  more  powerfully  than  their  orations  to  the 
UDaginationB  of  Calvados.     The  vicissitudes  of  revolutions 
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■oftened  tfae  epeclatora,  and  made  tbem  proud  of  speedily 
avenging  such  illustrious  guests.  They  wei'e  overcomv  by 
tbo  energetic  accents  of  these  persons,  and  pointed  as  iney 
pawed  to  Petioo,  the  king  of  Ftuia,  to  Barbaroux,  beio  of 
Marseilles,  whoso  youth  and  beauty  adorned  eloquence, 
courage,  acd  misfortunes ;  and  tbey  went  about  appealing 
to  anns,  and  exciting  bods,  husbands,  brothers,  to  enlui  m 
tbeir  batt&hons.  Charlotte  Corday,  surmounting  the  preju- 
dices of  ber  mnk,  and  the  timidity  of  her  sex  and  age,  ven- 
tured frequently  to  be  present  with  soma  friends  at  iiiese 
meetings,  and  was  remarlced  for  tfae  silent  enthusiasm,  wnicb 
increased  her  feminine  beauty,  and  which  was  only  betrayed 
by  her  tears. 

XL 

Louvet  addr^eed  inflammatory  proclamations  to  tbe  cities 
of  the  south  i— 

"  The  forces  of  tbe  depaitment  which  are  on  their  road 
to  Paris,"  bo  said,  "  do  not  seek  enemies  to  combat  them  : 
they  go  to  frateioize  with  the  Faristtms ;  (hey  go  to  support 
the  tolEeiing  statue  of  liberty.  Citizens!  you  who  may  see 
thesefriordlyphalanxes  pass  through  your  roads,  your  towns, 
and  your  villages — fraternize  with  them.  Do  not  suSbr 
bloodthirsty  monsters  to  establish  themselves  among  you  to 
arrest  them  on  their  march."  These  words  produced  thou- 
sands of  volunteers.  More  than  six  thousand  were  already 
usembled  in  tbe  town  of  Caen.  On  Sunday,  tbe  7th  of  July, 
Aey  were  passed  in  review  by  the  Girondist  deputies  and 
the  Bothonties  of  Calvados,  with  all  the  requisite  prepara- 
tions to  electrify  their  courage.  This  spontaneous  assem- 
blage rising,  arms  in  hand*,  to  go  and  die  in  avenging  liberty 
for  the  insults  of  anarchy,  recalled  the  patriotic  insuriectioo 
of  1792;  drawing  to  the  frontiers  all  who  desired  to  live  no 
longer,  if  the  country  no  longer  existed.  Charlotte  Corday 
was  present  in  a  balcony  at  this  enrollment  and  departui'e. 
Tbe  eDthnsiasm  of  these  young  citizens,  abandoning  th«ir 
firesides  to  go  and  protect  the  violated  beaith  of  the  na- 
tional representation,  and  brave  cannon  balls  or  the  guillo- 
tine, responded  to  ber  own.  She  even  found  it  too  cold. 
She  felt  indignant  at  the  small  number  of  enrollments  which 
this  review  had  added  to  the  regiments  and  battalions  of 
Wimpfen.  There  were  not  in  fact  on  this  day  more  than  a 
■core.  This  enthusiasm,  it  was  said,  was  endeai-ed  to  hei 
by  tbo  mystatiouA  but  pure  feeling  which  one  of  these  vd- 
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nnteen,  who  thus  tore  thenwelves  &om  their  families,  their 
love,  and  it  might  be  from  life,  bore  toward  bar.  Charlotte 
Cordsy  had  not  been  able  to  remain  insensible  to  this  con- 
cealed adoration,  but  she  immolated  this  attachment  to  on« 

This  young  man  was  named  Franquelin.  He  adored  in 
silence  the  young  female  republican.  He  carried  on  a  cor- 
respondence with  her  full  of  reserve  and  respect.  She  an- 
swered with  the  sad  and  lender  reserve  of  a  young  girl  who 
had  no  dowry  but  misTortane  to  bestow.     She  bad  given 

wrtrait  to  the  young  volunteer,  and  permitted  him  to 

her,  at  least  through  her  image. 
M.  de  Fmnquetin,  borne  away  by  the  general  impulse, 
and  sui'e  of  obtaining  a  glance  and  approbation  by  arming 
himself  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  had  enrolled  himself  in  ihe 
battalion  of  Caen.  Charlotte  could  not  help  trembling  and 
growing  pale  on  seeing  this  battalion  defile  to  depart. 
Tears  fell  from  her  eyes.  Potion,  who  passed  under  the 
balcony,  and  who  knew  Charlotte,  was  astonished  at  this 
weakness,  and  thus  addressed  her :  "  Would  you  then  be 
happy,"  said  he  to  her,  "if  they  did  not  depart  T"  The 
young  maiden  blushed,  made  no  reply,  and  withdrew. 
P6tion  bad  not  comprehended  this  distress ;  the  future  re- 
vealed it  to  bim.  Young  Franquelin,  after  the  trial  and 
execution  of  Charlotte  Corday,  death- stricken  himself  by 
the  counter-blow  of  the  ax  which  had  decapitated  her  whom 
he  ado-.ed,  retired  to  a  village  in  Normandy.  There,  alone 
with  his  mother,  he  lingered  for  some  months,  and  died, 
requesting  that  the  portrait  and  the  letters  of  Charlotte. 
Ccu^ay  might  be  buned  with  him — that  ima^  and  that 
secret  repose  in  that  coffin. 

XII. 

After  the  departure  of  the  volunteers,  Charlotte  had  bnt 
one  thongfat :  to  anticipate  their  arrival  in  Paris,  to  spare 
their  generous  lives,  and  render  patriotism  useless,  in  de- 
livering France  fiom  tyranny  before  them.  This  attadt 
ment,  endured  rather  than  tMted,  was  one  of  the  sorrows 
of  her  devotion,  but  was  not  the  cause  of  it. 

The  true  cause  was  her  patriotism.  A  presentiment  of 
terror  already  spread  over  Fmnce  at  this  moment.  The 
Bcafibid  was  erected  in  Paris.  They  spoke  of  speedily  car- 
rying it  through  all  the  republic  The  power  of  La  Mud> 
tagne  and  Marat,  if  it  triumphed,  could  only  defend  itself 
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by  the  hand  of  the  executioner.  The  monster,  it  was  said, 
had  alreaily  written  the  lists  of  proscription,  and  counted 
the  DDRiber  of  heads  which  were  necessacy  for  his  suspicions 
and  his  vengeance.  Two  ihouaaod  five  hundred  victims 
were  markol  out  in  Lyons,  thrae  thousand  at  Maiseilles, 
twenty-eight  thousand  at  Paris,  and  three  hundred  thousand 
in  Brittany  and  Calvados.  The  name  of  Marat  caused  a 
shudder  like  the  mention  of  death.  To  check  such  an  eWa- 
sioa  of  blood,  Charlotte  desired  to  shed  her  own.  The 
more  she  broke  her  tie*  on  earth,  the  more  agreeaUe  wonld 
she  be  as  the  voluntary  victim  to  the  liberty  which  she  de- 
ured  to  appease. 

Such  was  the  seci'et  disposition  of  faer  mind,  but  Charlotte 
desired  to  see  clearly  before  she  struck  the  blow. 

XIIL 
'  She  could  not  better  enlighten  herself  upon  the  state  of  - 
Paris,  upon  men  and  matters,  than  through  the  Girondists, 
the  paitiea  interested  in  this  cause.  She  wished  to  sound 
them  without  disclosing  heiBelf  to  them.  She  respected 
them  sufficiently  not  to  reveal  a  project  which  tliey  might 
have  possibly  regarded  as  a  crime,  or  prevented  as  a 
geuarons  but  rssfa  act.  She  had  the  constancy  to  conceal 
from  faer  iriends  the  thought  of  sacrificing  herself  for  their 


nesa  with  them  could  approach  the  deputies.  She  saw 
Buzot,  F6tion,  and  Louvet.  She  discoursed  twice  with 
Barbaroux.  The  conversation  of  a  young,  beautiful,  and 
ikthusiastic  maiden  with  the  yoangest  and  the  handsomest 
of  the  Gtirondists,  under  the  guise  of  politics,  was  calculated 
to  give  rise  to  calumny,  or  at  least  to  excite  the  smile  of 
incredulity  upon  some  lips.  It  was  so  at  the  first  moment. 
Louvet,  who  afterward  wrote  a  hymn  to  the  purity  and 
glory  of  the  young  heroine,  believed  at  first  in  one  of  those 
vulgar  seductions  of  the  senses  with  which  he  bad  embel- 
lished his  notorious  romance.  Busot,  totally  occupied  with 
another  image,  hardly  cast  a  glance  upon  Charlotte.  F^lion, 
on  crossing  the  public  hall  ^  Intendance,  where  Charlotte 
awaited  Barbaroux,  kindly  rallied  her  on  her  assiduity,  and 
making  allusion  to  the  contra>«t  between  such  a  step  and  her 
birth,  "  Behold  then,"  said  he,  "  the  beautiful  aristocrat, 
who  comes  to  see  the  republicans !"  The  yuung  girl  com- 
prehended the  smile,  ftnd  the  inciuBation  so  wounding  to 
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Iter  purity.  She  blushed,  and,  vexed  afterward  ai  hsTing 
done  so,  aoBwered  Id  s  serious  yet  gentle  tone,  "  Citizen 
Fetion,  you  judge  me  to-day  without  knowing  me ;  one  day 
you  will  Itnow  who  I  am." 

XIV. 

In  these  audiences  which  she  obtained  of  Bsrbaroux, 
and  which  she  dewgnedly  prolonged,  to  feed  herself,  from 
bis  discourses,  with  the  republicanism,  the  enthusiasm,  and 
the  projects  of  La  Gironde,  she  asBumed  the  humble  pait 
of  a  suppliant;  she  requested  from  the  young  Mairseillais  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  one  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Con- 
vention, which  would  introduce  her  to  the  minister  of  the 
interior. ,  • 

She  had,  ahe  said,  claims  to  present  to  the  government 
ID  favor  of  Mademoiselle  de  Forbin,  her  friend  in  infancy. 
Mademoiselle  de  Forbin  had  been  induced  to  emigrate  fay 
her  relatives,  and  was  suffering  poverty  in  Switzerland. 

Barbaroux  gava  her  a  letter  for  Duperret,  one  of  the 
seventy-three  deputies  of  the  Girondist  paity  who  were 
overlooked  in  the  firat  proscription. 

This  letter  of  Barbai-oux's,  which  afterward  led  Dupeiret 
to  the  scaffold,  did  not  contain  a  aiiiglo  word  which  could 
be  imputed  as  ciiminal  to  the  deputy  who  received  it. 
Barbaroux  confined  himself  to  recommending  a  young 
female  of  Caen  to  the  conuderation  and  protection  of 
Duperret  He  announced  to  him  a  pnl)1ication  of  theit 
mutual  friend,  Salles,  upon  the  constitution.  Furnished 
with  this  letter  and  a  passport  which\Bhe  had  taken  out 
soma  days  before,  fiir  Argentan,  Charlotte  went  to  pay  har 
farewell  acknowledgments  to  Barbaroux.  The  sound  of 
her  voice  struck  Barbaroux  with  a  presentiment  which  he 
could  not  then  comprehend.  "  [f  we  liad  known  her  de- 
sign," said  he  at  a  later  period,  "  and  if  we  had  been 
capable  of  a  crime  by  such  a  hand,  it  was  not  Marat  whom 
we  should  have  pointed  otU  for  her  vengeance." 

The  gayety  which  Charlotte  had  always  mingled  with 
the  gravity  of  lier  patriotic  conversations  vaniithed  from 
faer  countenance  on  quitting  forever  the  dwelling  of  the 
GironUislB.  The  last  struggle  between  the  thought  and  ita 
execution  was  going  on  in  her  mind.  She  concealed  this 
interior  combat  bj  careful  and  weil-mauaged  disaimulalion. 
The  gravity  of  her  countenance  alone,  and- some  tears,  ill 
concealed  &om  the  eyes  of  faer  relatives,  revealed   the 
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voluntary  aguny  of  her  Belf-immolatioii.  Interrogated  by 
her  aunt  j  "  I  weep,"  said  she,  "  over  the  mUrortunea 
of  my  country,  oyer  those  of  my  relatives,  and  over 
yours.  While  Marat  lives,  no  one  can  be  enre  of  a  day's 
existence." 

Madame  de  Brettoville  remenibered  afterward,  that  on 
entering  Charlotte's  chamber  to  awaken  her,  she  found 
upon  her  bed  an  old  Bible  open  at  the  Book  of  Judith, 
and  in  which  she  had  read  this  verse,  underlined  with  a 
pencil ;  "  Judith  went  forth  Irom  the  city,  adorned  with  a 
marvelous  beauty,  which  the  Lord  had  bestowed  on  her  to 
deliver  Israel." 

On  the  same  day,  Charlotte  ha^-ing  gone  out  to  make 
her  preparattoDH  for  departure,  she  met  in  the  street  some 
citizens  who  were  playing  at  cards  before  their  duor. 
"  You  play,"  said  she,  with  an  accent  of  bitter  irony,  "  and 
the  countiy  is  dying  1"  , 

Her  manner  and  speech  testified  the  impatience  and 
precipitation  of  a  departui«.  She  set  out  at  length  on  the 
7th  July  for  Ar);entan.  There  she  took  her  last  adien 
of  her  father  anil  sister.  She  told  them  that  she  went  to 
seek  a  refuge  and  existence  in  England  against  the  Revo- 
lution and  misery,  and  that  she  desired  to  receive  the 
SLtemal  benediction  previous  to  this  loug  separation.  Her 
ther  approved  of  this  decision. 

XV. 
On  embracing  her  father  and  sister,  she  wept  more  over 
the  past  than  for  the  tuture.  She  returned  on  the  same 
day  to  Caen.  She  there  deceived  the  tenderness  of  ber 
aunt  by  the  same  ruse  which  had  deceived  lier  lather.  She 
told  ber  that  she  should  soon  set  out  for  Englatid,  where  ■ 
some  emigrant  friends  had  prepared  her  an  asylum  and  a 
lot  which  she  could  not  hope  for  in  her  own  country. 
This  pretext  concealed  the  soitow  of  her  adieus,  and  the  . 
various  arrangements  for  her  departure.  She  had  pri- 
vately arranged  it  for  the  morrow,  the  9th  of  July,  by  the 
Fans  diligence.  Charlotte  filled  up  these  last  hours  in 
gi'aiitude,  attention,  and  tenderness  towai^  that  aunt  to 
whom  she  owed  such  long  and  kind  liospitiilily,  and  she 
provided  through  one  of  her  friends  for  the  old  servant 
who  had  taken  care  of  her  in  her  youth.  She  ordereil  and 
paid  in  advance,  at  the  tradespeople's  shops  in  Caen,  for 
some  Ktlle  presents  of  dresses  and  emliroidety  destined  to 
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be  worn  after  her  departure,  by  Bome  youthful  corapamona 
of  her  early  days.  She  distributed  her  favorite  booka 
amona;  the  young  penoua  of  her  acquaintance,  and  ra- 
•erved  none  for  bereelf  but  a  volume  of  Plutarch,  aa  if  she 
did  not  desire  to  separate  heiwlf,  in  tti^  criaia  of  her  life, 
from  the  society  of  those  jp^at  men  with  whom  she  had 
lived  and  vfished  to  die.  Finally,  on  the  9th  of  July,  very 
early  in  the  morning,  she  took  under  her  arm  a  small ' 
bundle  of  the  most  requisite  articles  of  apparet,  embraced 
bei'  aunt,  and  told  her  she  was  going  to  sketch  the  -hay' 
makers  in  the  neighboring  meadows.  With  a  sheet  of 
drawing-paper  iu  her  hand,  she  went  out  to  return  no 
more.  At  the  feot  of  the  staircase  she  met  the  child  of  a 
poor  laborer,  nautid  Robert,  who  lodged  in  the  house,  in 
the  street.  The  child  was  accustomed  to  play  in  the  court. 
She  soroedmes  gave  him  little  toys.  "  Here  I  Robert," 
said  she  t6  him,  giving  him  the  drawing-paper,  which  she 
no  longer  required  to  keep  her  in  countenance  :  "  that  is 
tor  you ;  be  a  good  boy,  And  kisa  me ;  you  will  never  see 
me  again."  And  she  embraced  the  child,  leaving  a  tear 
upon  his  cheek.  That  was  the  last  tear  on  the  threshold  <d 
the  house  of  her  youth.  She  had  nothing  lefl  to  give  but 
her  blood, 

XVI. 
The  freedom  and  harmlessness  of  her  conversation  in  the 
carriage  which  conveyed  her  toward  Paris  did  not  inspire 
her  traveling  companions  with  any  other  sentiment  Uian 
that  of  admiiarion,  good-will,  and  that  natural  curiosity 
which  attaches  itself  to  the  name  and  late  of  an  unknown 
girl  of  dazzling  youth  aud  beauty.  She  continued  to  play 
*  during  the  first  day  with  a  little  girl  whom  chance  bad 
placed  beside  her  in  the  carriage.  Whether  it  were  that 
her  love  foi'  children  overcame  her  prenjccupation  of  thought, 
or  that  ehe  had  already  laid  aside  the  burden  of  her  trouble, 
and  desired  to  enjoy  these  last  hoars  of  sport  with  innocence 
and  with  life. 

The  other  travelers  were  Montagoards,  who.fled  from  the 
HUSpicion  of  federalism  to  Paris,  and  were  profuse  in  impre- 
cations Bgeinst  the  Grirondists,  and  in  adoration  for  Marot. 
Attracted  by  the  graces  of  the  young  giil,  they  strove  to 
Iraw  from  her  her  name,  the  object  of  he i' journey,  aud  her 
^drass  in  Paris.  Her  kmeliuess  at  that  age  encouraged 
them  to  bimliaritieB,  which  she  repelled  by  the  modesty  of 
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ber  mabnere,  and  the  evasive  brevity  of  her  amwers,  whicb 
she  was  enabled  to  terminate  by  feigning  sleep.  A  young 
man.  who  was  more  Teserved,  seduced  by  so  much  modesty 
and  such  charms,  ventured  to  declare  to  ber  his  respectful 
admiration.  He  implored  her  to  aulhonze  htm  to  ask  ber 
band  of  her  relations.  Sbe  turned  this  sudden  We  into 
kind  raillery  and  mirth.  She  promised  die  yoong  raan  to 
let  him  know  ber  name  and  her  di^o^tion  in  regard  to 
himself  at  a  later  period.  She  charmed  her  fellow-travelers 
to  the  end  of  the  joumey,  by  that  delightful  conduct  from 
which  all  regretted  to  separate  themselves. 

XYII. 
She  entered' Paris  on  Thursday,  llth  of  July,  at  noon. 
She  was  conducted  to  sn  hotel  which  had  been  indicated 
to  ber  at  Caen,  in  the  Rue  dea  Vieux  Augustins,  No.  17, 
the  Hotel  de  la  Providence.  She  retired  to  rest  at  five  in 
the  evening,  and  slept  profoundly  until  the  next  day.  With- 
out a  confidant,  and  without  a  wtttiesg,  during  those  long 
hours  of  solitude  and  agitatitm,  in  a  public  bouse  and  amid 
the  noise  of  this  cdpital,  whose  magnitude  and  tumult  ab-  - 
sorb  the  ideas  and  trouble  the  senses,  no  one  knows  what 
passed  in  that  mind,  upon  her  awakening  and  recollecting 
the  resolve  which  summoned  ber  to  execution.  Who  can 
measure  the  force  of  her  diougfat,  and  the  resistanee  ai  na 
tore  1     The  tbongfat  prevailed. 

XVIII. 

Sbe  arose,  dressed  herself  in  a  simple  but  respectable 
gown,  and  went  to  Dup^ret's.  The  friend  of  Barbaroux 
was  at  the  CoDvention.  His  daughters,  in  the  absence  of 
their  father,  received  from  the  young  stranger  Barbaroux's 
letter  of  iotrod  action.  Duperret  would  not  be  home  until 
the  evening. 

Charlotte  returned  and  passed  the  entire  day  in  ber 
chamber  in  reading,  reflection,  and  in  prayer.  At  six 
o'clock  she  returned  again  to  Duperrct's.  The  deputy  was 
at  table  at  supper  with  his  family  and  friends.  He  rose 
and  received  her  in  his  drawing-room,  without  a  witness. 
Charloiie  explained  to  him  the  service  she  expected  firim 
his  couiiesy,  and  begged  him  to  conduct  her  to  the  minister 
of  the  interior,  Garat,  and  to  aid,  by  his  presence  and  crpdit, 
the  suit  she  had  to  urge.  This  request  was  but  a  pretext 
on  her  part  to  bring  her  into  contact  with  one  of  these  GJi- 
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londiats  for  whose  cause  she  was  about  to  wtcrifice  bersttlf, 
and  to  derive  from  her  discourse  with  him  fiill  information 
and  proper  iiidtcatioDS,  the  better  to  aaeure  her  steps  and 
ber  baud. 

Dupemd,  pressed  by  time  and  recalled  by  his  guests, 
told  her  he  could  not  conduct  her  on  that  day  to  Garat's, 
but  that  he  would  call  upon  her  at  her  residence  on  the 
following  morning  to  accompany  ber  to  the  offices.  She 
left  her  name  and  addrpss  with  Duperret,  and  ms-ie  some 
steps  as  if  about  to  withdraw,  but  as  if  overcumu  by  the 
interest  with  which  the  honest  countenance  of  this  p^nod 
man  and  the  youth  of  his  daughters  bad  iniipired  her,  "  Per- 
mit me  to  advise  you,  Citizen  Duperret :  "  said  she,  in  a 
voice  full  of  mystery  and  warning ;  "  quit  the  Convention  ; 
you  can  do  no  more  good  there ;  gn  to  Caen,  and  rejoin 
your  colleagues  and  brothers."  "  My  post  is  at  Paris," 
replied  the  repreHentative ;  "  I  will  not  leave  it."  You  are 
in  error,"  repUed  Charlotte,  with  a  significative  and  almost 
suppliant  appeal.  "  Believe  m6,"  she  added  in  a  luwer 
and  more  rapid  voice  ;  "  fly,  fly,  be&re  to-morrow  night!" 
.  and  she  departed  without  awaiting  an  answer. 

XIX. 
These  words,  the  sense  of  which  was  only  known  to  the 
stranger,  were  interpreted  by  Duperret  as  a  simple  slluHinn 
to  the  urgency  of  the  perils  whtch  menaced  those  of  his 
opinion  in  Paris.  He  went  and  reseated  liimself  with  his 
iriends.  He  told  them  that  a  young  female,  with  whom  he 
had  juBt  discoursed,  hud,  in  ber  altitude  and  speech,  some- 
thing strange  and  mysteriDUS,  with  which  be  was  struck,  and 
which  caromanded  from  him  resei've  and  circumspection. 

In  the  evening  a  decree  of  ihe  Convention  ordered  seals 
to  be  put  on  the  furniture  of  the  deputies  suspet^ed  of  at- 
.  tachment  to  the  twenty-two.  Dupenet  was  one  of  the 
number.  He  went,  however,  on  the  following  day,  the  12th, 
very  early  in  the  morning,  to  Charlotte  at  her  lodging,  and 
conducted  her  to  Garat.  Garat  did  not  receive  Them.  The 
mmister  could  not  gram  an  audience  before  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  This  amire-tempt  appeared  to  diiu-ourage 
Duperret.  He  represented  to  the  young  girl,  that  his 
position  as  one  suspected,  and  the  measures  tslieu  against 
him  on  that  very  niglit,  rendered  his  patronage  henceforlh 
more  pr^udici^  than  useful  to  his  clients ;  that  besides,  she 
was  not  inniiahed  with  a  power  from  Mademobelle  de  Fiff- 
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Ki)  to  act  in  her  name,  and  that  in  default  of  this  fonnaliiy 
hia  proceedings  would  he  fuiile. 

1  he  stranger  i-emonstriLted  hut  little,  as  a  pecson  who 
had  no  more  need  of  the  pretext  with  which  she  bad 
colored  her  first  stops,  and  who  contented  herself  with  the 
eligfatest  argument  to  ahandon  her  idea.  Daperret  lelt  her 
at  tbe  door  of  the  H6tel  de  la  Providence.  She  pretended 
to  enter  it.  She  went  out  immediatety,  and  inquired,  street 
by  street,  the  way  to  the  Palais  Royal. 

She  entered  the  gardens,  not  as  a  stranger  who  denired 
to  satisfy  her  curiosity  hy  the  contemplation  of  monuments 
and  public  gardens,  hut  as  a  traveler  who  had  only  one 
ohject  in  the  city,  and  who  did  not  desire  to  lose  a  step  or 
a  day.  She  sought  with  her  eyes,  under  the  galloriea,  for 
the  shop  of  a  cutler.  She  entered  one ;  selected  a  poignard- 
knife  with  an  ehony  haft,  paid  three  francs  for  it,  concealed 
it  under  her  handkerchief,  and  with  slow  steps  returned  to 
the  i^rden,  where  she  seated  herself  for  a  moment  upon 
one  of  the  stone  benches  abutting  on  the  arcades. 

She  desired  to  make  of  this  murder  a  solemn  iraraotation, 
which  should  strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  the  imitators 
of  the  tyrant.  Her  first  idea  had  been  to  approach  Marat, 
accost  him,  and  sacrifice  him  in  the  Cfaamp-de-Mars,  at  the 
great  ceremony  of  the  federation  which  was  tQ  take  place 
on  the  14th  of  July  in  commemoration  of  the  triumph  of  lib- 
erty. The  adjournment  of  this  ceremony  until  the  repub- 
lic should  suppress  the  Vendeana  and  the  rebels,  deprived 
her  of  her  theater  and  her  victim.  Her  second  idea  was  to 
strike  Marat  at  the  summit  of  the  Mountain,  in  tbe  very 
midst  of  the  Convention,  beneath  the  eyes  of  his  adorers 
and  accomplices.  Her  hope  in  this  case  was  that  she  her- 
self shoulcl  he  immolated  the  next  moment,  and  torn  in 
pieces  by  the  people,  leavin?  no  other  trace  or  recollection 
than  of  two  dead  bodies,  and  tyranny  destroyed  id  its  own 
blood.  To  bury  her  name  in  oblivion,  and  seek  no  recom- 
pense but  in  the  act  itself,  asking  her  shame  or  renown  but 
from  her  own  conscience,  God,  and  the  good  she  should 
efiect — such  was  to  the  last  the  single  ambition  of  her  mind. 
Shame  1  jbe  would  not  have  for  her  Emily's  sake.  Re- 
nown !  she  desired  not  for  berael}'.  Olory  1  seemed  to  her 
Bsalary  too  common  place,  and-unwortby  of  the  disinier- 
Mtedness  of  ber  deed,  and  but  calculaCod  to  deteriorate  her 
vinuu.  However,  the  conversations  she  had  had  since  ber 
urival  in  Paris  with  DaperrM  and  others  informed  her  that 
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Mant  would  not  again  appear  \a  the  Gonrention.  Tfans  it 
was  necessary  to  tinil  tbe  victim  elsewhure,  and  to  obtaii: 
acceu,  it  was  oeceiwary  to  deceive  him. 

XX 

This  sbe  rwolveil  on ;  yet  was  the  disninulation  wbich 
was  so  foreign  to  the  natural  loyalty  of  her  nature,  which 
changed  the  dag^r  into  a  spare,  courage  iDtn  atratafrem, 
and  immolatiaQ  into  asaaasination — the  first  remoree  of  her 
conscience,  and  her  first  punishment.  Charlotte  decided  on 
Bti-)ki&g  the  blow,  bat  the  means  she  was  compelled  t'  adopt 
cost  her  tnore  than  the  deed  itnelf.  This  she  herself  cod- 
feesad,.     Conscience  is  just  in  the  presence  of  posterity. 

Sbe  returned  tu  her  chamber,  and  wrote  to  Marmt  a.  billet, 
which  she  sent  to  the  door  of  the  friend  of  the  people.  "  I 
have  just  arrived  from  Caen,"  sbe  wrote.  "  Your  love  of 
country  makes  me  presume  that  you  will  have  pleasure  in 
healing  Of  the  unfortunate  events  of  that  portion  of  the  re* 
public.  I  shall  present  myself  at  your  abode  about  one 
o'clock ;  have  the  goodness  to  receive  me,  and  grant  me  a 
moment's  canvttisation.  I  will  put  you  in  a  position  to  be 
of  great  service  to  France," 

Oharlolte,  relying  on  the  effect  of  this  note,  went  at  the 
appointed  hour  to  Marat's  door,  but  could  not  obtain  access 
to  him.  She  then  left  with  the  portress  a  second  note, 
more  presang  and  insidious  than  the  former. 

"  I  wrote  to  you  this  morulDg,  Msrat,"  she  said ;  "  did 
you  have  my  letter  t  I  can  not  believe  it,  as  they  refuse 
me  admittance  to  you.  I  hope  that  to-morrow  you  will 
grant  me  the  interview  I  request.  I  repeat  that  I  am  just 
arrived  from  Caen,  wad  have  secrets  to  disdoee  to  you  most 
important  for  the  s^ety  of  the  republic.     Besides,  I  are 

Krsecuted  for  the  cause  of  Hbatty;  I  am  unbappy,  and  that 
un  so  should  give  me  a  claim  on  your  patnMum." 

XXI. 
Without  awaiting  his  reply,  Charlotte  left  her  chamber 
at  seven  o'clock  P.M.,  clad  with  more  than  usual  cere,  in 
order,  by  a  more  studied  appearance,  to  attract  the  per- 
sons about  Marat  Her  wfaite  gown  was  covered  over  the 
shoulden  by  a  silk  scarf,  which,  falling  over  her  bosom, 
fastened  behind.  Her  hair  was  confined  by  a  Normandy 
cap,  the  long  lace  of  whidi  played  against  her  cheeks.  A 
wide  green  a&  ribbon  was  bound  arotiiid  her  brows,  and 
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hei  cap.     Her  hair  fell  loose  dcAvn  her  back.     No 

EalenesB  of  complexion,  no  wildoess  of  gaze,  no  tremu- 
tusness  of  voice,  revealed  her  deadly  purpoee.  With  tbu 
attractive  aspect  she  knocked  at  Marat's  door. 

XXII. 

Marat  inhabited  the  first  floor  of  a  dilapidated  bouse  in 
the  Rue  des  Cordeliers,  now  Rue  de  I'Ecole  de  M^dione, 
No.  20.  His  apartments  consisted  of  an  antechamber  and 
a  writing-room,  looking  out  on  a  narmw  court-yard,  a  small 
room  containing  his  bath,  a  sleeping-room  and  dining-room 
looking  upon  the  street.  It  was  very  meanly  furnished. 
Numeit>'is  pubUcatiuns  of  Marat's  were  piled  on  the  floor ;  - 
th«  newspapers  of  the  day,  still  damp  from  the  press,  were 
scattered  aomit  on  the  chairs  and  tables,  pnnters'  lads 
coming  in  and  going  out  incessantly,  women  employed  in 
folding  and  addresung  pamphlets  and  journals,  the  worn 
steps  of  the  staircase,  the  ill-swept  passages — all  attested 
the  movement  and  disorder  which  surround  a  man  much 
occupied,  and  die  perp^ual  crowd  of  persons  in  the  houaa 
of  a  journalist  and  leader  of  the  people. 

This  abode  displayed,  as  it  were,  the  pride  of  poverty. 
It  appeared  as  though  its  master,  then  all-powerful  over 
the  nation,  was  desirous  of  saying  to  his  visitors  when  they 
contemplated  his  squalidness  and  his  labor,  "  Look  at  the 
jriend  and  model  of  the  people  I  he  has  not  cost  off  its 
abode,  mannefB,  or  dress." 

This  misery,  though  a  display,  was  yet  real.  Marat's 
domestic  arrangements  were  those  of  an  humble  Brtisno. 
A  female,  who  controlled  his  house  affairs,  was  originally 
named  Catherine  Evrard,  but  was  called  Albertine  Marat 
from  the  lime  when  the  friend  of  the  people  had  given  hei 
his  name,  taking^her  (or  his  wife  one  day  inji^e  leeatAer,  in 
ihtjaee  ofoptn  tinuAme,  after  the  example  of  Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau.  Que  servant  aidt^  this  woman  in  her  household 
duties.  A  messenger,  named  Laurent  Basse,  did  the  out- 
door work,  and  when  he  had  leisure,  employed  himself  in 
the  antechamber  in  packing  up  parcels  of  die  papers  and 
bills  for  the  Jriend  of  tie  peopU. 

The  incessant  activity  of  the  writer  had  not  relaxed  in 
consequence  of  the  lingering  disease  which  was  consuming 
him.  The  inflammatory  action  ofhis  blood  seemed  to  light 
up  his  mind.  Now  in  his  bed,  now  in  his  bath,  bo  wm 
perpotuaBy  writing,  apostrophizing,  iiwalgbing  agaw"  bis 
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•netniee,  white  exridng  the  Conventioii  and  the  CordolienL 
OSeniied  at  tfaa  silence  of  tbe  Aneinbly  on  the  reception  of 
his  meesagea,  ho  had  lecently  addreaaeil  to  it  another  letter, 
iu  which  Tie  tbraatened  the  Canrentinn  that  he  woukl  be 
cai-tied  in  hig  dving  condition  to  the  tribune,  that  he 
might  shame  the  rept'eaenlativea  with  their  cowardice,  and 
dictate  to  tbem  fresh  murders.  He  left  no  repi>se  eitfaec  to 
hinmlf  »r  to  others.  Full  of  tbe  preaentiment  of  death,  be 
oidy  seemed  lo  fear  that  his  last  hour,  coming  on  loo  aad- 
denly,  would  not  leave  him  time  to  immcilate  sufficient 
crimiuals.  Mure  anxious  lo  kill  than  to  live,  he  hastened 
to  send  beibre  him  as  many  victima  as  possible,  w  bo  many 
hostages  given  by  the  knife  to  tbe  completed  revolution, 
which  he  desired  to  lesTe  free  ft'om  all  euemies  after  his 
death.  Tbe  terror  which  issued  from  Marat's  house  re- 
turned thither  under  another  form — the  unending  diead  of 
aMassiuation.  His  companioos  and  bis  intimate  associates 
belierod  that  ihey  saw  as  many  daggers  raised  agaiust  him 
as  he  raised  over  the  heads  of  three  hundred  thousand  cit- 
izens. Access  to  his  residence  was  forbidden,  as  it  would 
be  to  the  palace  of  tyranny.  None  were  admitted  to  his 
presence  but  assured  friends  or  denouncers  stixingly  rec^ni- 
inended,  and  who  had  eubmitted  to  interrogatories  aod  ee- 
Tore  examinations. 

xxni. 

Charlotte  was  not  aware  of  these  obstacles,  although 
she  had  apprehended  them.  She  alighted  from  the  coach 
on  the  opposii*  side  of  the  street,  in  front  of  Msrat's  res- 
ideace.  The  day  was  on  tbe  wane,  particulaHy  in  the 
quaiter  darkened  by  lofiy  houses  and  narrow  streets.  The 
portress  at  first  refused  to  allow  the  young-  unknown  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  court-yard.  She  insisted,  however,  and  as- 
cended several  stairs,  regardless  of  the  voice  of  the  con- 
eierge.  At  these  sounds,  Marat's  mistress  half  opened  the 
door,  and  refused  to  allow  a  female  whom  she  did  not  know 
to  enter.  Tbe  confused  sound  of  the  altercation  between 
these  women,  one  of  whom  entreated  that  she  miglit  be  al- 
kiwed  to  speak  to  the  friend  of  the  people,  while  the  other 
endeav:;req  to  close  the  door  in  her  fsce,  reached  Marat's 
ears,  who  compi'ehetMled,  by  the  few  indistinct  words  that 
reached  him,  that  the  visitor  was  the  stranger  from  whom 
he  had  received  two  notes  during  the  day.  In  a  loud  and 
iniperative  voice  he  ordered  that  she  should  be  admkted. 
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Alberdne,  either  from  jealousy  or  dieti-uBt,  obeyed  with 
much  ill'will  and  grumbling.  She  shawed  the  young  girl 
into  the  small  cloeet  whei'e  Maru  was,  and  lefi,  as  ahe 
quitted  her,  [he  door  half  open,  that  she  might  bear  the 
lowest  whimper  or  the  smallest  ntovemeot  of  the  sick  man. 

The  room  was  faintly  lighted.  Marat  was  in  his  bath, 
yet  in  this  forced  repose  of  his  body,  he  allowed  his  mind 
00  leisure.  A  platik,  roughly  planed,  laid  across  the  bath, 
was  covered  with  papers,  open  letters,  and  half-written  ar- 
ticles for  his  publication.  He  held  in  his  right  band  the 
pen  which  the  aiTival  of  the  unknown  female  had  suspended 
on  its  page.  This  was  a  letter  to  the  Convention,  to  de- 
mand of  it  the  judgment  and  proscription  of  the  last  Bour* 
bans  tolerated  in  France.  Beside  tbe  bath,  on  a  large 
block  of  oak,  was  a  leaden  inkstand  of  the  meviest  febrio— 
tfae  foul  source  wbeucci  for  three  years,  had  poured  so 
many  delirious  outpourings,  so  many  denunciations,  so  much 
blood.  Marat,  covered  in  his  bath  by  a  cloth  filthy  with 
dirt  and  spotted  with  ink,  had  only  his  head,  shoulden, 
the  upper  part  of  his  chest,  and  his  right  arm  out  of  the 
water.  There  was  nothing  in  the  featuies  of  this  man 
to  affect  a  woman's  eye  with  tendemeaa,  or  give  pause  to  a 
meditated  blow.  His  matted  hair,  wiapped  m  a  dirty 
handkerchief,  with  receding  forehead,  protruding  eyes, 
prominent  cheek  bones,  vast  and  sneering  mouth,  hairy 
chest,  shrivelled  limbs,  and  livid  akin — such  was  Kfarat. 

XXIV. 

Chaclotte  took  care  not  to  look  him  jn  the  face,  for  fear 
ber  countenance  might  betray  the  horror  she  felt  at  his 
sight.  With  downcast  eyes,  and  her  arms  hanging  motion- 
less by  her  side,  she  stood  close  to  the  bath,  awaiting  until 
Marat  should  inquire  as  to  the  state  of  Normandy.  She  re- 
plied with  brevity,  giving  to  her  repUes  the  sense  and  tone 
likely  to  pacify  the  deiaagogue'a  wisltes.  He  then  asked 
the  name  of  the  deputies  who  had  taken  refnge  at  Caen. 
She  gave  them  to  him,  and  be  wrote  them  down,  and  when 
she  had  concluded,  said,  in  the  viHce  ef  a  man  aure  of  his 
vengeance,  "  Well,  before  they  are  a  week  older,  they  shsU 
have  the  guillotine  1" 

At  theae  words,  as  if  Charlotte's  mind  had  awaited  a  last 

offense  before  it  could  resolve  on  ebikin^  the  blow,  she 

drew  the  koife  from  her  bosom,  and  with  superhuman 

force,  plunged  it  to  lb«  >iU  in  Mftrat's  heart.     She  then 
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drew  the  bloody  weapon  from  the  body  of  t}te  victim,  and 
let  it  fall  at  her  feet.  "Help,  my  dear — help!"  iried 
Mant,  and  then  expii'ed. 

At  this  CTT,  Albertine,  the  maid  eerrant,  and  Lanrent 
Bubo  nuhed  into  the  apartment,  and  caught  Marat'a  sink- 
ing head  in  their  arms.  ChBrlotte,  motionless,  and  as  if 
petrified  at  her  crime,  was  standing  bbhind  the  window 
curtain.  The  traniparent  materi&l  allowed  her  form  to  ho 
easily  distinguished.  Laurent,  talcing  np  ft  chair,  struck 
her  a  clumsy  blow  on  the  head,  which  knocked  her  to  thfe 
floor,  where  Marat's  mistress  trampled  her  under  foot  in 
her  rage.  At  the  noise  that  ensued,  and  the  cries  of  the 
two  women,  the  inhabitants  of  the  house  hastened  thither, 
neighbors  and  perenns  passing  in  the  streets  ascended  the 
Maircase  and  filled  the  ronm,  the  court-yard,  and  very 
speedily  the  whole  quarter,  demanding,  with  fierce  excla- 
mations, that  they  would  throw  the  Bssassin  out  to  them, 
that  they  might  avenge  the  dead — yet  still  warm — body  of 
the  people's  idol.  Soldiers  and  national  guards  entered, 
and  order  was,  in  some  measure,  re-established.  Surgeons 
arrived,  and  endeavored  to  stanch  the  wound.  The  red- 
dened water  gave  to  the  sanguinary  democrat  the  appear- 
ance of  having  died  in  a  bath  of  blood.  It  was  a  dead 
corpse  that  they  lifted  into  the  bed.  ~ 

X2V. 
Charlotte  had  risen  from  the  floor  without  any  assistance. 
Two  soldiers  held  her  with  her  arms  crossed,  as  if  in  band- 
cuK,  waiting  until  cords  wete  brought  to  confine  them. 
The  Sle  of  bayonets  which  surrounded  her  could  scarcely 
keep  back  the  crowd  which  sought  to  rend  her  in  pieces. 
Gesticulations,  clenched  fists,  sticks,  and  brandished  swords 
menaced  her  with  a  thousand  deaths.  Marat's  concubine, 
escaping  from  the  females  who  were  consoling  her,  by  turns 
uttered  imprecations  against  Charlotte,  and  then  burst  into 
tears,  or  fainted.  A  fanatic  Cordelier,  named  Langlois,  a 
staymaker  in  the  Rue  Dauphine,  had  picked  up  the  blood- 
stained knife,  and  made  a  funeral  harangiie  over  the  victim. 
He  interrupted  his  lamentations  and  eulogiuros  with  re- 
vengeful gestures,  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  perpetually 
thrusting  the  knife  into  the  assassin's  heart.  Charlotte, 
who  had  made  up  her  mind  to  any  death  that  should  fol- 
low, was  for  a  moment  fixed  and  petrified  by  this  moro- 
Enent,  these  gestures,  the  hands  and  arms  agitated  so  near 
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to  her,  but  was  only  ttSected  by  the  piercing  cries  of  Marat's 
mistress.  Her  coustenaDce  appeared  to  express  toward 
this  woman  astonishment  at  not  having  thought  that  such  a 
man  coutd  be  loved,  and  rearet  at  having  been  forced  to 
pierce  two  heartB  in  order  to  reach  one,  Except  the  feel- 
ing- of  pity  which  the  reproaches  of  Albertine  for  a.  moment 
impressed  on  her  lips,  no  change  was  perceptible  either  in 
her  features  or  complexion.  Only,  at  the  invectives  of  ihe 
orator  and  the  groans  of  the  people  at  the  loss  of  their 
idol,  the  bitter  smile  of  contempt  was  visilde  on  her  fea- 
tures. "  Poor  people,"  she  said,  "  you  desire  my  death, 
while  you  owe  me  an  altar  for  having  freed  you  from  a  mon- 
ster. Cast  me  to  that  infuriate  mob,"  she  said  afterward, 
to  the  soldiery;  "as  tbey  regret  him,  they  are  worthy  to 
be  my  executioners."  This  remark,  as  a  defiance  to  the 
fanaticism  of  the  multitude,  excited  fiirious  impi-ecations 
and  fierce  gesticulations.  Guillard,  the  commissary  of  the 
section  of  the  Th^&tre  Franqais,  entei-ed,  escorted  by  a  re- 
inforcement of  bayonets.  He  drew  up  tfae^rocu  verbal  of 
the  murder,  and  had  Charlotte  conducted  into  Marat's 
dining-room  to  commence  the  intetrogatoiy,  where  be 
wi^te  down  her  replies,  which  she  gave  calmly,  clearly, 
and  seriously,  with  a  firm  and  resolute  tone,  in  which  the 
proud  sutisfiiction  at  the  act^she  had  committed  was  alone 
perceptible.     She  made  her  confession  as  though  it  were 

Jraiseworthy,  The  report  of  the  death  of  the  "People's 
riend"  was  spread  abroad  with  the  rapidity  of  an  electric 
shock,  by  men  running  to  and  &o,  fitll  of  excitement.  All 
Paris  was  struck  with  stupor  at  tho  hearing  of  this  deed. 
It  seemed  as  though  the  republic  was  thunderstruck>  and 
Ifaat  dire  events  must  spring  from  Marat's  murder.  Palo 
and  trembling,  several  deputies  entered  the  Coaventton, 
interrupting  the  busineee,  and  giving  the  first  repoits  of  the 
event.  AH  refiised  to  believe  it,  aa  tbey  would  refuse  to 
give  credit  to  a  sacrilege.  The  command  ant-general  of 
the  national  guard,  Henriot,  came  in,  and  confirmed  the 
news.  "  Yes,"  he  said,  "  tremble  all  of  you,  "  Marat  has 
been  assaseinated  by  a  youn?  girl  who  rejoices  at  the  blow 
she  bas  struck.  Look  carenilly  afler  your  own  lives;  the 
same  peril  threatens  all.  Mistrust  green  ribbons,  and  let 
US  swear  to  avenge  the  death  of  this  great  man  !" 

XXVI. 
The  deputies  Maure,  Chabot,  Drouet,  and   Legendre, 
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membon  of  the  comniittoea  of  govarnment,  left  the  Cbam- 
ber  tini]]«diately  and  went  to  tbe  spot.  There  they  found 
the  crowd  increasing  eveiy  ntoment,  while  Chsrinlte  was 
replying  to  tfae  interrogatorieH.  They  were  overcome  with 
surprise,  at  tbe  sight  of  her  youth  and  beauty,  and  at  the 
calmness  and  firmneBS  of  her  replies.  Never  had  crime 
before  presented  such  leatares  to  tbe  eyes  of  men.  She 
Bppeai'ed  ao  to  alter  it  in  their  eyes  that  they  feh^  a  sympa- 
thy for  her  even  in  the  yery  presence  of  her  victim. 

The  pmcis  tterhal  having  finished,  the  deputies  ordered 
that  Charlotte  should  be  conveyed  to  the  Abbaye,  tbe  near- 
est prison.  She  entered  the  same  hBckoey  coach  that  had 
conveyed  her  thiiher.  The  Rue  des  Cordeliei-s  was  thronged 
with  people,  whose  angry  voices,  frequently  bursting  out 
into  vociferations  and  excess  of  rage,  breathed  vengeance, 
and  made  the  tranut  difficult.  Detachments  of  fusileers 
came  up ;  the  scarfs  of  tbe  commissaiies,  and  the  respect 
felt  for  tbe  members  of  the  Convention,  kept  badi  the  mob, 
and  cleared  a  way.  At  the  moment  when  Charlotte,  vrith 
ber  bands  bound  with  cords,  and  supported  by  two  national 
guards,  crossed  the  threshold  of  the  house  to  step  into  the 
coach,  the  people  closed  round  tbe  wheels  with  such  gesti- 
culations and  groans  that  she  felt  as  though  bar  limbs  were 
torn  piecemeal  by  thousands  «f  hands,  and  fainted.  Re- 
turning to  herself,  she  regretted  that  aho  still  survived,  yet 
she,  with  deep  emotion,  thanked  those  who  had  protected 
her  from  the  brutalities  of  the  crowd. 

XXVU. 
Chabot,  Drottet,  sa&  Legendre  followed  her  to  the  Ab- 
baye, where  she  nadeiwent  a  second  examination,  wbidi 
lasted  until  very  late.  Legendre,  proud  of  his  revolutionary 
importance,  and  anxious  to  be  thought  also  worthy  to  be 
a  martyr  to  his  patriotism,  believed,  or  feigned  to  believe, 
that  be  recognized  in  Charlotte  a  young  girl  who  had  come 
(o  him  on  the  previous  evening  in  the  dress  of  a  nun,  and 
whom  he  had  sent  away.  "  Citizen  Legendre  ie  mistaken," 
latd  Charlotte,  with  a  smile,  which  disconcerted  tbe  deputy's 
pride.  "  I  never  before  saw  him.  I  do  not  esteem  the  Jifb 
vc  death  of  such  a  man  important  to  the  sa^y  of  the  re- 

Sbe  was  searched,  and  in  her  pockets  were  found  only  the 
key  o£  ber  trunk,  her  silver  thimble,  some  implements  of 
needle-woi^,  a  ball  of  cotton,  two  hundred  franca  in  nssi- 
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gDate  and  money,  a  gold  ^atch,  made  at  Caen,  and  ber 
passport. 

Beneath  her  neckerchief  she  still  concealed  the  abeath 
of  the  kniie  with  which  she  had  stabbed  Marat.  "  Do  yon 
recognise  this  knife  1"  she  was  asked.  "  Yea."  "  What 
led  you  to  this  crime  V  "  I  saw,"  she  replied,  "  civil  wai 
ready  to  reod  France  to  atoms :  persuaded  that  Marat  was 
the  principal  cause  of  the  perils  and  calamities  of  the  land, 
I  have  sacrificed  my  life  for  his  to  save  my  uountry." 
"  Mention  the  persons  who  urged  you  to  this  detestable 
crime,  which  you  could  not  have  conceived  of  yourself." 
"No  one  knew  my  iutention.  I  deceived  my  aunt,  with 
wbom  I  lived,  as  to  the  object  of  my  jouruey.  I  deceived 
my  father  Bimilarly,  Few  persons  visit  my  relations,  and 
no  one  could  have  had  tbe  slightest  suspicion  of  my  idea." 
"  Did  yon  not  quit  the  city  of  Caen  with  the  decided  reso- 
lution of  aBsassinating  Marat  V  "  That  was  my  sole  mo- 
tive in  quitting  that  city."  "  Where  did  you  procure  the 
weapon  ]  What  persun!>  have  you  seen  iu  Paris  1  What 
have  yoa  done  since  ThunJay,  tbe  day  of  your  artival  V 

To  these  questions  she  replied  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
detailing  every  panicular  as  to  her  an-ivat  at  Paris,  and 
what  she  had  done  since.  "  Did  you  not  attempt  to  escape 
after  the  murder  I"  "I  should  have  gone  out  at  the  door 
if  1  had  not  been  prevented."  "  Are  you  a  single  woman  1" 
"  I  am,"     "  Have  you  never  had  a  lover  1     "  Never." 

XXVIII. 

These  answeis,  alternate,  precise,  proud,  and  disdainful, 
made  the  hearers  reflect  tiequently  on  the  power  of  tbe 
fanaticism  which  employed  and  strengthened  so  feeble  a 
hand.  They  hoped  to  discover  an  iiiatig;ator  beneath  thia 
candor  and  beauty,  and  they  found  naught,  save  inspira- 
tion and  intrepidity. 

At  tbe  end  of  the  examination,  Cbabot,  disappointed  at 
die  result,  devoured,  with  bis  eyes,  tbe  hair,  the  features, 
the  whole  peisoD  of  the  young  girl.  He  fancied  he  per- 
ceived a  folded  paper  pinned  to  tbe  bnaom  of  ber  di-ess, 
and  extended  his  hand  to  take  it.  Charlotte  had  foreotten 
this  paper,  wKicb  contained  an  address  to  the  French,  drawn 
up  by  herself,  and  calling  on  them  to  putiish  tyianls  and 
restore  concord.  She  sew  in  the  geslure  and  look  of 
Chabot  an  insult  to  ber  modesty ;  she  was  unable  to  put 
out  her  hands  which  were  bound,  but  the  horror  and  indig>- 
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nadon  ibe  felt  caused  her  to  make  bo  suddeo  and  convubive 
a  aprine  backward,  tbat  the  Btrin^  of  lier  dress  burst,  and 
expoaea  her  boeom.  Quick  sb  thought  she  etooped,  and 
bent  henelf  almost  double  to  conceal  ber  nudity  fi-om  ber 
judges.  It  waa  too  late,  and  her  cbastity  had  to  bluah  at 
the  looks  of  man.  Patiiotism  bad  not  rendered  these  men' 
cynical  or  insensible,  and  they  appeared  to  suffer  as  ranch 
as  Charbtte  at  this  involuntary  torture  of  ber  innocence. 
She  entreated  tbem  to  untie  her'  hands,  with  wbicb  they 
complied,  and  Charlotte,  turning  round  to  the  wall,  ar- 
ranf^ed  ber  dress.  Advantage  was  taken  of  her  bands 
being  free  to  make  ber  sign  her  replies.  Tbe  cords  had 
left  blue  marks  on  ber  arms,  and  wbeu  the  guards  were 
preparing  to  again  bind  her,  she  entreated  to  be  allowed  to 
put  on  ber  gloves,  in  order  to  save  ber  unnecessary  torture. 
The  accent  and  gesture  of  tbe  poor  girl  were  so  touching 
tbat  Harmand  turned  aside  to  conceal  hia  tears. 

The  foDowiuK  are  the  piincipal  textual  passages  of  tbis 
address  to  tbe  French,  which  bas  been  hitherto  loac  to  bia- 
toT7,  and  which  has  been  cominuDicsted  to  us  since  tbe 
commeQcement  of  the  publication  of  this  work  by  the  pre- 
sent possessor,  M.  PaiUet.  It  is  written  in  the  hand  of 
Chsrlotte  Corday,  in  large  bold  characters,  as  though  des- 
tined to  be  legible  at  some  distance.  Tbe  paper  is  folded 
in  eight,  and  is  pierced  by  the  pin  tbat  fastened  it  to  Cbar< 
lotte's  dress. 

"  Addrat  to  Frenchmen  Jriendiy  to  the  Lawt  and  Peace. 
"  How  long,  O  unhappy  FrMicbmen !  will  you  delight  in 
trouble  and  division  t  Too  long  have  the  factions  and 
villains  aubsdtuted  the  interest  of  their  ambition  in  the 
place  of  the  general  interest.  Why,  victims  of  their  fury, 
should  you  destroy  yourselves  to  establish  the  tyranny  they 
desire  on  tbe  ruins  of  France  1  Factions  break  out  on 
every  side  ;  the  Montagne  triumphs  by  crime  and  oppres- 
sion ;  a  few  monsters,  bathed  in  our  blood,  lead  these  de- 
testable plots.  We  are  laboring  at  our  own  destruction 
with  more  zeal  and  energy  than  we  ever  employed  in  the 
conquest  of  liberty.  O  Frenchmen ! — but  a  brief  space, 
and  nothing  will  remain  but  the  recollection  of  your  ex< 

"  Already  the  departments  are  indignantly  marching  on 
Paris.  Already  the  lire  of  discord  and  civil  war  consumes 
the  half  of  this  vast  empire ;  there  is  but  one  means  of  ez- 
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dnguiabing  it,  but  it  must  be  prompdy  employed.  Abeady 
tbat  vilest  of  wretches,  Marat,  whose  very  name  presents 
the  image  of  every  crime,  by  falhng  beneath  an  avengiog 
Bteel,  shakes  the  Montague,  and  alarms  Danton,  Robes- 
pierre, and  the  other  brigands,  seated  on  this  bloody  throne, 
surrounded  by  the  thunders  which  the  avenging  gods 
doubtless  only  suspend,  iu  order  to  render  their  fall  more 
terrible,  and  to  deter  all  those  who  would  seek  to  bnild 
tbeir  fortunes  on  the  ruins  of  a  deceived  people. 

"  Frenchmen,  you  know  your  enemies. — Rise— marcb  1 
Let  the  destruction  of  the  Montague  leave  nothing  but 
brothers  and  friends.  I  know  not  if  Heaven  reserves  for 
US  a  republican  government,  but  a  Montngnard  can  be 
nven  to  us  only  m  the  excess  of  divine  vengeance.  O 
France !  iby  repose  depends  upon  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  I  do  not  infiinge  them  by  killing  Marat.  Con- 
demned by  the  universe,  he  is  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law. 
What  tribunal  will  condenm  me  1  If  I  am  guilty,  so  was 
Alcides  when  he  destroyed  the  monsters. 

"  O  my  country  !  thy  misfortunes  reud  my  heart.  I  can 
only  offer  thee  my  life  ;  and  I  thank  Heaven  that  I  am  at 
liberty  to  dispose  of  it.  No  one  will  be  a  loser  by  my 
death,  I  will  not  imitate  Paris  (the  murderer  of  Lepelle? 
tier  de  Saint  Fargeau)  by  killing  myselE  I  desire  tbat  my 
last  sigh  may  be  useftil  to  my  fellow- citizens — that  my  head, 
borne  through  Paris,  may  serve  as  a  rallying  point  for  all 
the  fiiends  of  the  laws  ;  that  the  tottering  Montagne  should 
behold  its  destruction  written  in  my  blood  ;  that  I  may  be 
tbeir  last  victim,  and  that  the  universe  may  declare  that  I 
have  merited  well  at  the  hands  of  humanity.  And  I  de- 
clare that,  if  my  conduct  were  viewed  in  another  lif^t,  I 
ihould  care  but  little. 

"  'Qu'i  I'aniyen  mrpria  cette  emnde  action 
Bolt  nn  ot^et  d'bamnr,  ou  d'odminitioTi, 
Hon  eaprit,  pen  jaloax  do  vivrs  ea  In  mgrnoirs, 
Ne  coond^re  point  le  repTache  on  la  gloite  : 
ToujoOTB  indepondaDt  e%  tonjon™  ciloyBn, 
Mod  devoir  me  suffit,  tout  le  reste  n'eat  rien. 
Allez,  ne  nngez  pins,  qa'i  lortir  de  I'ewlavage  I' 

"  My  parents  and  fnenda  should  not  be  molested.  No 
one  was  acquainted  with  my  plans.  I  join  my  bapdsmal 
register  to  this  address,  to  show  of  what  the  weakest  hand 
is  capable,  when  aided  by  the  most  entire  devotion.  If  I 
do  not  succeed  in  my  enterprise.  Frenchmen,  I  have  diovni 
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you  the  yr%y.    Yon  know  your  enenates.    Arbe— niareh  I 
Strike  them  1" 

On  TeadiDg  these  verses  written  by  the  hand  of  the  grmid- 
danghter  of  Comeille,  we  are  at  first  led  to  believe  that 
they  are  by  her  ancestor,  and  that  she  thus  invoked  the 
Roman  patriotism  of  die  great  tragic  author  of  ber  race. 
But  this  is  not  the  ease :  they  ere  in  Voltaire's  tragedy  of 
"  The  Death  of  Caesar." 

The  authenticity  of  this  address  is  attested  by  a  letter  of 
Fouqier  Tinville.  This  letter  of  the  public  accuser  is 
directed  to  the  Committee  of  (general  Safety  of  the  Con- 
vention.    We  subjoin  it ; 

"  Citizens,  I  forward  to  you  the  report  of  the  examination 
ef  Charlotte  Corday,  and  the  two  letters  vmtten  by  her  in 
confinement,  one  of  which  is  addressed  to  Barbaronx 
These  letters  are  circulated  in  so  mutilated  a  form  that  it 
wilt,  periiaps,  be  necessary  to  print  them  in  their  present 
state;  and  i^  citizens,  after  having  cead  them,  you  think 
there  is  no  obstacle  to  printing  them,  you  will  oblige  me 
by  informing  me. 

"  I  would  observe,  that  I  have  just  learned  that  this 
female  assassin  was  the  friend  of  Belzunce,  a  colonel,  who 
was  killed  at  Caen  in  an  insurrection,  and  that  since  this 
period  she  has  displayed  an  implacable  hatred  toward 
Marat;  and  that  tnis  hatred  appears  to  have  been  re- 
kindled at  the  mmnent  when  Mavat  denounced  Biron,  the 
reladon  of  Belzunce ;  and  Barbaroux  appears  to  have 
availed  himself  of  the  criminal  feelings  of  this  girl  against 
Marat,  to  induce  her  to  commit  this  horrible  murder. 

"  FocQuiER  Tinville." 

Charlotte  Corday  was  placed  in  a  cell  and  watched, 
even  during  the  night,  by  two  gent  d'armes,  spite  of  her 
repeated  proteelationa  against  this  profanation  of  her  sex. 
The  Committee  of  General  Safety  hastened  her  trial  and 
sentence.  She  could  hear  in  licr  eel!'  the  voices  of  the 
criers  who  hawked  about  the  streets  the  account  of  the 
murder,  and  the  shouts  of  the  crowd,  demanding  the  death 
of  the  assassin.  Charlotte  did  not  deem  this  voice  of  the 
people  that  of  posterity ;  and  through  the  horror  she  Gx^- 
■aw  her  apotheosis.  With  tbb  feeling  she  wi-oie  to  the 
Committee  of  General  Safety : — "  Aa  I  have  yet  some 
moments  to  live,  may  I  hope,  citizens,  that  yon  will  permit 
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me  to  ut  for  my  portrait,  as  I  would  fain  leave  this  sonveair 
to  my  friends.  Besides,  as  the  likeoesses  of  good  citizuna 
are  oarefully  preserved,  so  curiosity  sotnetimes  seeks  those 
of  gi-eat  criBDiDals,  in  order  to  perpetuate  their  crime.  If 
you  graat  my  request,  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  a  tsiiiia* 
ture  painter,  t  renew  my  request  to  be  allowed  to  sleep 
alone.  I  bear  the  account  of  the  arrest  of  my  accomplice, 
Fauchet,  constantly  cried  in  the  stieete.  I  never  saw  him 
but  DDce  from  a  window,  two  years  ago.  I  neither  love 
nor  esteem  him,  and  he  ia  the  last  man  in  the  world  to 
whom  1  would  willingly  have  confided  my  project.  If  this 
dPcUration  is  of  any  sei'vice  to  bid,  I  attest  its  truth." 

XXIX. 

The  president  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  Montana, 
came  oa  the  next  day,  the  16tb,  to  examine  her.  Touched 
by  so  much  beauty  and  youth,  and  coDvinced  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  a  fanaticism  which  almost  absolved  her  in  the 
eyes  of  human  justice,  fae  wished  to  save  her  life,  and  so 
framed  hia  questions,  and  tacitly  dictated  the  answers,  as 
to  induce  the  judges  to  look  on  them  as  the  proof  of  mad- 
ness rather  than  crime.  But  Charlotte  frustrated  his  merci- 
ful attempt,  aud  clung  to  ber  crime  as  though  glorying  in 
it.  She  was  removed  to  the  Conciergerie,  Madame  Ri- 
chard, the  wife  of  the  jailer,  received  her  with  the  com- 
passion inspired  by  this  proximity  of  youth  and  the  BcaSbld. 

Thanks  to  the  indulgence  of  ber  guai'dians,  Charlotte  oh- 
tuned  paper,  pens,  and  solitude,  of  which  she  availed  ber> 
self  to  wnte  to  Barbaroux  a  letter,  in  which  she  recounted 
all  the  events  of  her  sojourn  at  Paris,  in  a  style  in  which 
were  mingled  patriotism,  mirth,  and  death-like  sweetness 
and  sorrow  in  the  last  cup  of  a  farewell  repasti  After  giv- 
ing an  almost  Iscetious  account  of  her  journey  to  Paris  in 
company  with  Montagnards,  and  of  the  sudden  affection 
with  wluch  she  had  inspired  a  young  passenger;  "I  did 
not  know,"  she  continues,  "  that  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  bad  examined  the  passengers.  I  declared  at  first 
that  I  did  not  know  them,  in  order  to  spare  them  the  an- 
noyance of  an  interrogatoire  ;  and  I  followed  on  this  occa- 
sion the  maxim  of  my  oracle  Raynal,  who  says  that  you 
should  not  speak  the  truth  to  tyrants.  It  was  through  the 
lady  who  traveled  with  me  that  they  learned  that  I  knew 
you,  and  that  I  had  seen  Duperret  You  know  bis  reaolu 
tioD ;  he  told  them  Ae  exact  trudi.     Nothing  can  be  al- 
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Iftgad  against  him,  bnt  hie  fimitiess  ia  a  crime.  I  regretted, 
when  too  late,  that  I  bad  epnken  to  him,  and  I  endeavored 
to  repair  my  error  hy  penuadinf;  him  to  &y  and  rejoin  yau; 
but  he  waa  too  resolute.  Would  you  believe  it,  Faucbet  ia 
imprisoned  as  my  accomplice  !  He,  who  was  ignorant  of 
my  very  existence  !  But  they  are  not  satisfied  with  having 
only  a  woman  to  oflTer  to  the  manes  of  a  great  man.  Par- 
don me,  O  men  !  The  name  of  Marat  dishonors  your  race. 
He  was  a  ferocious  beast,  who  was  about  to  devour  the 
remains  of  France  by  the  fire  of  civil  war  ;  thank  Heaven, 
he  is  not  a  Frenchman  by  birth !  At  my  first  examination 
Chabot  bad  the  air  of  a  madman;  Legeudre  wished  to 
have  it  believed  that  he  had  seen  me  at  bis  house  that 
mominc.  I,  who  never  dreamed  of  this  man.  I  do  not 
think  him  likely  to  become  the  tyrant  of  his  country :  be- 
sides I  can  not  punish  them  all.  I  believe  the  last  words 
of  Marat  have  been  printed ;  but  I  question  if  he  uttered 
any.  The  last  words  he  said  to  me  were,  after  I  had  given 
bim  youi  names  and  those  of  the  administrators  of  the  de- 
partment of  Calvados,  who  are  at  Evreux,  be  told  me  to  con- 
sole myself,  for  he  would  have  ihem  all  guillotined  at  Paris 
in  a  few  days.  These  words  decided  his  fate — though  I 
confess  chat  what  entirely  decided  me  was  the  courage  with 
which  our  volunteers  enrolled  themselves  on  Sunday,  the 
7th  of  July.  You  remember  that  I  promised  to  make 
Potion  repent  his  unjust  suspicions  of  my  sentiments,  I 
reflected  now  so  many  brave  men  were  about  to  take  the 
life  of  one  man  whose  death  (had  their  designs  succeeded) 
would  have  caused  that  of  many  excellent  citizens— that  this 
man  was  unworthy  such  an  honor,  and  that  the  band  of  a 
woman  would  suffice. — I  confess,  I  bad  recourse  to  a  per- 
fidious'artifice  to  induce  him  to  receive  me.  I  had  intend- 
ed originally  to  sacrifice  him  on  tbo  summit  of  the  Mou- 
tagne,  but  he  no  longer  went  to  the  Convention.  All  the 
Parisians  are  such  good  citizeus,  that  they  can  not  compre- 
hend how  a  useless  woman,  whose  longest  term  of  life 
would  be  good  for  nothing,  can  calmly  sacrifice  herself  for 
her  country.  As  I  was  really  perfectly  collected  when  I 
left  Marat's  house  to  go  to  the  Abbaye,  I  Was  pained  at  the 
cries  of  some  women.  But  those  who  serve  their  country 
reck  not  what  it  costs  them.  May  peace  be  established  as 
speedily  as  I  desire.  This  is  a  great  pi-eli mi naiy.  I  enjoy 
this  peace  for  the  last  two  days.  The  happiness  of  my 
country  is  mine.     A  vivid  imagination  and  a  sensitive  heart 
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promised  but  a  stormy  life  ;  and  I  pray  those  who  regret 
0)0  to  consider  this  and  rejoice  at  it.  Among  the  modems 
diere  are  but  few  patriots  who  know  how  to  immolate 
ihemselves  for  their  country.  All  is  egotism.  What  ■ 
tvretched  people  to  form  a  republic  I" 

XXX. 
The  letter  wM  interrupted  here  by  the  removal  of  the 
captive  to  the  Conciergerie.  She  continued  in  the  follow* 
mg  terms  ; — "  I  bad  the  idea  yesterday  of  offering'  my  por- 
trait to  the  department  of  Calvados.  The  Committee  of 
Public  Safety  has  sent  me  no  reply,  and  it  is  now  too  late. 
I  must  have  a  defender;  that  is  the  rule.  I  have  chosen 
mine  from  the  Montague;  and  at  one  time  thought  of  nam- 
ing Robespierre  or  Chabot.  To-morrow,  at  eight  o'clock, 
I  am  tried ;  and  probably  at  twelve,  .to  use  the  language 
of  the  Romans,  I  shall  have  lived.  I  know  not  how  my 
last  moments  will  be  passed  ;  it  is  the  end  that  crowns  the 
work.  I  have  no  need  to  affect  insensibility  ;  for  up  to  this 
period  I  have  not  the  least  dread  of  death  :  I  have  never 
esteemed  life  save  by  its  utility.  Marat  will  not  go  to  the 
Pantheon :  he  yet  well  deserved  it.  Remember  the  affair 
of  Mademoiselle  de  Forbin,  whose  address  in  Switzerland 
I  inclose,  and  tell  her  that  I  love  her  widi  all  ray  heait.  I 
am  going  to  write  to  my  fether;  but  I  shall  say  nothing 
to  my  o£er  friends.  I  but  ask  irom  them  to  forget  me 
speedily :  their  affliction  would  dishonor  my  memory.  TeB 
General  Wimpfen  that  I  believe  I  have  aided  him  to  gain 
more  than  one  battle  by  &cilitating  peace.  Adieu,  Citizen. 
The  prisoners  of  the  Conciergorie,  far  from  insulting  me, 
Kke  toe  people  in  the  streets,  seem  to  pity  me.  Misfortune 
renders  us  compassionate :  this  is  my  last  reflection." 

XXXI. 
Her  letter  to  her  father  was  brief,  and  written  in  a  snle 
rather  of  grief  than  mirth,  "  Pardon  mo  for  having  dis- 
posed of  my  existence  without  your  pemaission,"  said  she. 
"I  have  avenged  many  innocent  victims,  and  prevented 
many  other  diaastere.  The  people,  who  will  be  disabused 
some  day,  will  rejoice  at  their  deliverance  from  a  tyrant. 
If  I  sought  to  persuade  you  that  I  had  gone  to  England,  it 
was  because  I  hoped  to  remain  unknown.  I  hope  that  yon 
will  not  be  molested;  but  you  have  defenders  at  Caen. 
I  have  chosen  Q-ustave  Doulcet  de  Pont&:onlant ;  but  only 
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fiir  fonn'e  sake,  at  such  a  deed  admitB  of  ao  defenae. 
Adi«u,  my  dear  papa;  I  pra;  you  to  forget  me,  or  rather 
to  rcjoicfl  at  my  fat«— the  caiue  ia  noble.  I  eiabrace  my 
nster  whom  I  love  with  all  my  heart.  Do  not  forget  this 
Terse  of  ComeDle — 

"'Le  crime  fait  la  boats  etnonpu  r^habad!'* 

"  To-tDorrow,  at  eight  o'clock,  I  am  tried."  This  allusiOD 
to  a  verse  of  her  ancefltor,  recalling  to  her  father  the  prido 
of  their  name  and  the  herobm  of  their  race,  seemed  to  place 
her  action  beneath  the  safeguard  of  the  genius  of  her  &mily. 
She  guarded  against  the  entrance  of  weakness  or  reproach 
into  the  heart  of  her  fiither,  by  showing  him  the  illustrator 
of  Roman  sentiments  applauding  her  devotion  beforehand. 

XXXII. 

The  next  morning,  at  eight,  the  getu  ^armet  conducted 
her  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  The  talle  was  situated 
above  the  vaults  of  the  Conciergerie.  A  dark  and  steep 
stair,  formed  in  the  massive  basement  walls  of  the  Palais 
de  Justice,  conducted  the  accused,  and  brought  back  the 
condemned  criminals  to  their  dungeons. 

Before  ascending,  she  arranged  her  hair  and  dress,  to 
appear  decently  before  death ;  and  then  she  said  smilingly 
to  the  concierge,  "  Monsieur  Richard,  pray  let  my  bivakfast 
be  ready  on  my  return;  -my  judges  are  doubtless  pressed 
for  time,  and  I  wish  to  t^e  my  last  meal  with  Madame 
JUchard  and  yourself." 

The  hour  fixed  for  the  trial  of  Ghariotte  Crtrday  was 
known  in  Paris  the  previous  evening.  Curiosity,  horror, 
interest,  and  pity,  had  attracted  an  immense  crowd.  When 
she  appeared,  a  murmur,  as  though  of  malediction,  burst 
from  this  throng,  but  scarcely  had  she  passed  through  them 
in  the  full  blaze  of  her  beauty,  than  this  murmur  of  rage 
was  changed  into  a  shudder  of  interest  and  admiration. 
Her  features,  excited  by  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion, 
colored  by  emotion,  troubled  by  the  confusion  of  a  young 
girl  exposed  to  the  reg&rds  of  so  many,  ennobled  by  the 
very  grandeur  of  a  crime  which  she  bore  in  her  heart  as  a 
virtue,  and  her  pride  and  modesty,  gave  her  a  charm  min- 
gled  with  terror,  that  troubled  all  eyes  and  all  hearts,  and 
her  very  judges  seemed  to  be  culprits  in  her  presence 
Men  deemed  they  saw  divine  justice,  or  the  antique  No- 
*  "  The  crime  bqiI  not  the  acaflbld  aauet  ibame  [" 
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niesiB,  substituting  conacieoce  for  law,  and  appearing  to 
demand  from  human  justice,  uot  to  absolve,  but  to  rect^ 
nize  her,  and  tremble ! 

XSXIII. 

When  sbe  was  seated  on  the  bencb  of  tlie  prisoners,  she 
was  asked  if  sl;e  had  a  defender.  She  replied  that  a  friend 
had  undertaken  this  office,  but  not  seeing  him,  she  suppeeed 
his  courage  bad  failed  bim.  The  president  then  assigned 
her  the  young  Chauveau  Lagarde,  afierward  illustrious 
by  his  defense  of  the  queen,  and  already  famous  lor  bis 
eloquence  and  courage  in  causes  and  times  when  the  advo- 
cate shared  the  peril  of  hia  client.  ChauTeau  Lagarde 
placed  himself  at  the  bar.  Charlotte  gazed  on  bim,  as 
though  she  feared  Irat,  to  save  her  life,  her  defender  would 
abandon  some  part  of  her  honor. 

The  widow  of  Marat  wept  while  giving  her  evidence. 
Charlotte,  moved  by  her  grief,  exclaim^,  "  Yes,  yes — 'twas 
I  that  killed  bim."  She  then  related  the  premeditation  of 
the  act  for  three  months ;  her  project  of  stabbing  him  in  the 
Conveijtion ;  and  the  rtue  she  had  employed  to  obtain  ac- 
cess to  him.  "  I  confess,"  said  she, "  with  humility, "  that  this 
means  was  unworthy  of  me,  but  it  was  neceBsary  to  appear 
to  esteem  this  man  in  order  to  oluain  access  to  him." 
"Who  inspired  you  with  this  hatred  of  Marat T"  she  was 
asked.  "  I  did  not  need  the  hatred  of  any  one  else,"  she 
replied.  "My  own  was  sufficient;  besides,  you  always 
execute  badly  that  which  you  have  not  devised  youraelf." 
"  What  did  you  hate  in  him  1"  "  His  crimes  1"  "  What 
did  you  hope  to  effect  by  killing  him  V  "  Restore  peace 
to  my  country."  "  Do  you  then  think  that  you  have  assas- 
■uated  all  the  Marats  t"  "  Since  he  is  dead,  perhaps  the 
others  will  tremble."  The  knife  was  shown  her,  that  sb& 
might  recognize  it  She  pushed  it  from  her  with  a  gesture 
of  disg^t.  "  Yes,"  replied  she  j  "  I  recognize  it."  "  What 
persons  did  you  visit  at  Caen  V  "  Very  few ;  I  saw  Lame, 
a  municipal  officer,  and  the  Cure  of  Saint  Jean."  "  Did 
you  confess  to  a  conforming  or  non-juring  priest  t" 
"Neither  one  nor  the  other."  "Since  when  bad  you 
formed  ^is  design  1"  "  Since  the  31st  of  May,  when  the 
deputies  of  the  people  were  arrested.  I  have  killed  one 
man  to  save  a  hundred  thousand.  I  was  a  republican  long 
before  the  Revolution."  Fauchet  was  confronted  with  her. 
"  I  only  know  Fauchet  by  sight,"  said  she  disdainfully,,    "  I 
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look  on  Iiiin  u  a  man  devoid  of  principlea  ;  and  I  despise 
him."  The  accuser  reproached  her  with  having  dealt  the 
fatal  stroke  downward,  in  order  to  render  it  more  certain, 
and  observed  that  she  must  doubtless  have  been  well  exer- 
cised in  crime.  At  this  suggestion,  which  destroyed  all  ber 
ideas,  by  assimilating  her  to  professed  murderers,  she  ut- 
tered a  cry  of  horror.  "  (ft,  the  monster  !"•  exclaimed  she, 
"  he  takes  me  for  an  assassin  !*' 

Poaquier  Tinville  summed  up,  and  demanded  that  seo- 
tence  of  death  should  be  passed. 

Her  defender  rose.  "  The  accused,"  said  he,  "  confesses 
her  crime,  she  avows  its  long  premeditation,  and  gives  the 
most  overwhelming  details.  Citizens,  thb  is  her  whole  de> 
fense.  This  imperturbable  calm  and  entire  Jbrgetfulness  of 
self,  which  reveals  no  remorse  in  presence  of  death — this 
calm  and  this  forgetfulness,  sublime  in  one  point  of  view,  is 
not  natural :  they  can  only  be  explained  by  the  excitement 
of  political  fanaticism,  which  placed  the  poignard  \a  her 
hand.  It  is  for  you  to  decide  what  weight  so  stem  a  fanati- 
cism should  have  in  the  balance  of  justice.  I  leave  all  to 
your  consciences." 

The  jury  unanimously  sentenced  her  to  die.  She  heard 
their  verdict  unmoved ;  and  the  presidMit  having  asked  her 
if  she  had  any  thing  to  say  relative  to  the  punishment  in- 
flicted on  her,  she  made  no  reply ;  but,  tummg  to  her  de- 
fender,— "  Monsieur,"  said  she,  "  You  have  defended  me  as 
I  wished  to  be  defended :  I  thank  you ;  I  owe  you  a  proof 
of  my  gratitude  and  esteem,  and  I  offer  you  one  woitby  of 
you.  These  gentlemen  (pointing  to  tbe  judges)  have  just 
declared  my  property  confiscated ;  I  owe  something  in  the 
prison,  and  I  Dequeath  to  you  the  payment  of  this  debt." 

During  her  examination  she  perceived  a  painter  engaged 
in  taking  her  likeness ;  without  interrupting  .the  examina- 
tion, she  smilingly  turned  toward  the  ar^t,  in  order  that 
he  might  the  better  see  her  features.  She  thought  of  im- 
mortality, and  already  sat  for  her  portrait,  to  immortality. 

XX2IV. 
Behind  die  painter  stood  a  young  man,  whose  lair  hair, 
blue  eyes,  and  pale  complexion,  marked  him  for  a  native 
of  the  north.  His  eyes  were  riveted  on  the  prisoner ;  and 
at  each  reply  h€  shuddered  and  changed  color.  Ho  seemed 
to  drink  in  her  words,  and  to  associate  himself  by  gesture, 
attitude,  and  enthumasm,  with  the  sentiments  she  expressed. 
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TTnable  frequently  to  rtyresa  his  emotion,  he  drew  to  him- 
self, by  involuntary  exclamations,  the  attention  of  the  au- 
dience and  of  Charlotte  Gorday.  At  the  moment  when 
the  president  passed  sentence  of  death,  the  young  man  half 
rose  from  his  seat,  with  the  gesture  of  a  man  who  protests 
from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  and  then  sank  back,  as  thongh 
hia  strength  had  failed  him.  Charlotte,  insensible  to  her 
own  fate,  perceived  this  movement,  and  comprehended  that, 
lat  the  moment  when  all  on  earth  abandoned  her,  a  kindred 
spirit  attached  itself  to  hers,  and  that  amidst  this  hostile  or 
indifferent  throng  she  possessed  an  nnkoown  friend,  and 
she  thanked  him  with  a  look. 

XXXV. 
This  young  stranger  was  Adam  Lux,  a  German  repab- 
lican,  sent  to  Paris  by  tbe  revolutionists  of  Mayence,  to 
concert  the  movements  of  Germany  with  those  of  France, 
in  the  common  cause  of  human  reason  and  the  Hberty  of 
tbe  people.  His  eyes  followed  Charlotte  nnril  she  disap- 
peat«d  amidst  the  getu  d'armet  beneath  the  arch  of  the 
stairs.     His  thoughts  never  quitted  her. 

XSXVI. 

On  her  return  to  the  Corciergerie,  which  was  so  soon  to 
yield  her  up  to  the  acaffold,  Charlotte  Cordaj  smiled  on 
her  companions  in  prison,  who  had  ranged  themselves  in 
the  corridors  and  courts  to  see  her  pass.  She  said  to  the 
concierge,  "  I  had  hoped  that  we  should  breakfast  together 
once  more,  but  the  judges  detained  me  so  long  that  you 
must  forgive  me  for  having  broken  my  word."  The  exe- 
cutioner arrived :  she  requested  him  to  allow  her  time  to 
finish  a  letter,  which  was  neither  the  outpouring  of  weak- 
ness nor  regret,  but  the  last  act  of  wounded  friendship — ad- 
dressing an  eternal  reproach  to  the  cowardly  spirit  which 
had  abandoned  her. 

It  was  addressed  to  Doulcet  de  Ponlecoulant,  whom  she 
had  seen  at  her  aunt's,  and  on  whom  she  believed  she  had 
called  in  vain  to  be  her  defender.  The  letter  was  as  fol- 
lows : — "  Doulcet  de  Ponticoulant  is  a  coward,  to  have  re- 
fused to  defeud  me  when  it  was  so  easy.  He  who  under- 
took it  peribrmed  his  task  with  all  possible  dignity,  and  I 
shall  retain  a  grateful  recollection '  of  him  to  my  last  mo- 
meuta."  Her  indignation  was  unjust ;  the  young  Font6- 
coalant,  who  was  absent  from  Puis,  had  not  received  hef 
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tetter :  his  ^CDeroaity  and  courage  were  a  auffictent  gaBran- 
ty  that  ha  would  have  acceptod  the  office ;  and  Chailotte 
bore  an  error  and  an  injustice  to  the  scetfibld. 

The  artist  who  had  sketched  Charlotte's  likenesa  at  th« 
tribunal,  was  M.  Hauer,  a  pMnt«r,  and  officer  of  the  national 
guai'd  of  the  section  of  the  Th^bre  Fi-sn^ais.  On  her  re- 
turn to  the  prison,  she  requested  the  concierge  to  allow 
him  to  finish  his  work,  and  on  bis  anival  Charlotte  thanked 
hioi  for  the  interest  he  appeared  to  take  in  her,  and  quietly 
sat  to  bim,  as  though  while  she  permitted  him  to  transmit 
her  foim  and  features  to  posterity,  she  also  charged  him  to 
haiiil  down  faer  mind  and  her  patriotism  to  unborn  genera- 
tions. She  couveraed  with  M.  Hauer  on  his  profession,  the 
erents  of  the  day,  and  the  peace  of  Toind  she  felt  after  the 
execution  of  her  design ;  she  also  spoke  of  her  young 
friends  at  Caen,  and  requested  faira  to  paint  a  miniature 
from  the  portrait,  and  send  it  to  her  family. 

Suddenly  a  gentle  knock  was  beard  aV  the  door,  and  the 
executioner  entered.  Charlotte,  turning  round,  perceived 
the  scissors  and  red  chemise  he  carried  over  his  arm. 
"  What !  already,"  exclaimed  she,  turning  pale.  Then  re- 
covering her  composure,  and  glancing  at  the  unfinished  por- 
trait, "  Monsieur,"  said  she,  to  the  artist,  "  I  know  not  how 
to  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  havo  taken ;  I  have  only 
this  to  oficr  you.  Keep  it  in  memory  of  your  kindness  and 
my  gratitude."  Aa  she  spoke,  she  took  the  scissors  fiYira 
the  executioner,  and  severing  a  lock  of  her  long  feir  hair, 
gave  it  to  M.  Hauer. 

This  portrait,  interrupted  by  death,  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  femily  of  M.  Hauer.  The  head  only  was 
painted,  and  the  bust  merely  sketched.  But  the  painter, 
who  watched  the  preparatioue  for  the  scafibld,  was  so  struck 
with  the  sinister  splendor  added  by  the  red  chemise  to  tbe 
beauty  of  bis  model,  that  after  Charlotte's  death,  be  painted 
her  in  this  costume. 

A  priest,  sent  by  tbe  public  accuser,  presented  himself  to 
oSer  the  last  consolations  of  religion.  "  Thank,"  said  she 
to  him,  "  thoae  who  have  had  the  attention  to  send  yon,  but 
I  need  not  your  ministry.  The  blood  I  have  spilt,  and  my 
own  which  I  am  about  to  shed,  are  the  only  sacrifices  I  can 
offer  the  Eternal."  The  executioner  then  cut  off  her  hair, 
bound  her  bands,  and  put  on  the  ckemite  dta  amdamnet. 
"This,"  said  she,  "is  the  toilette  of  death,  arrangeil  by 
■omewhat  iiidd  hattda,  but  it  loads  to  immortality." 
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She  collected  faer  Ions  hair,  looked  at  it  for  tho  last  time, 
ttnd  gave  it  to  Madame  Kichard.  As  she  mounted  the  fatal 
cart,  a  violent  etomi  broke  over  FariB,  but  the  lightning 
and  rain  did  not  disperse'  the  crowd  wbu  blocked  up  the 
squares,  the  bridgee,  and  the  streets  vrHpk-'^e  pa»ed. 
Hordes  of  women,  or  rather  furies,  fibllov^d  her  with  the 
fiercest  imprecations;  but,  insensible  to  these  insults,  she 
gazed  on  the  populace  with  eyee  beaming  with  serenity 


XXiVII. 
The  sky  cleared  «p,  and  the  rain  which  wetted  her  to 
the  skin,  displayed  the  exqaisite  ajrmmetiT  of  her  form,  like 
those  of  a  women  leaving  the  bath,  fier  hands  bound 
behind  her  back,  obliged  her  to 'hold  up  her  head,  and  this 
forced  rigidity  of  the  Tnuacles  gave  more  fixity  to  her  atti- 
tude, and  set  offtheontlinea  of  her  figure.  The  reys  of  the 
setting  sun  fell  on  her  head;  and  her  complexion,  height- 
ened by  the  red  chemise,  seemed  of  an  unearthly  brilliancy. 
Robespierre,  Danton,  and  Camille  Desmonlins,  had  placed 
themselves  on  her  passage,  to  gaze  on  her;  for  all  those 
who  anticipated  assassination  were  curious  to  study  in  her 
featores  the  expression  of  that  fanaticism  which  might 
threaten  them  on  the  morrow.  She  resembled  celestial 
Tengeance  appeased  and  transfigured,  and  from  time  to 
time  she  seemed  to  seek  a  glance  of  intelligence  on  which 
her  eye  could  rest.  Adam  Lnx  awaited  the  cart  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Rue  St,  Honor^,  and  followed  it  to  the  foot  ol 
tbe  BcafFbld.  "  He  engraved  in  bis  heart,"  to  quote  his  own 
words,  "  this  unutterable  sweetness  amid  the  barbarous  out- 
cries of  the  crowd,  that  look  so  gentle,  yet  penetrating — 
those  vivid  flashes  that  broke  forth  like  burning  idess  from 
these  bright  eyes,  in  which  spoke  a  soul  as  intrepid  as 
tender.    Charming  eyes,  which  should  bay*  melted  a  stone." 

XXXVHI. 
Thus  an  enthnsiastic  and  unearthly  att?  'bmetit  accom- 
panied her,  without  her  knowledge,  to  the  very  scaffold, 
and  prepared  to  follow  her,  in  hope  of  an  eternal  re-union. 
The  cart  stopped,  and  Charlotte,  at  the  sipht  of  the  fatal 
instrument,  tume<]  pale,  but,  soon  recovering  herself,  as- 
cended the  scaffold  with  as  light  and  rapid  a  step  as  tbe 
long  chemise  and  her  pinioned  arms  permitted.  When  the 
executioner,  tobareherneck, removed  the  hsndkercbief  that    • 
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oovered  lier  bosom,  this  iiuult  to  her  modesty  moved  her 
more  than  her  impending  death ;  then,  turning  to  the  guil- 
lotine, she  placed  herself  under  the  axe.  The  heavy  blude 
Eell,  and  her  head  rolled  on  the  sbaffold.  One  of  tha  assist- 
ants, named  Legros,  took  it  in  his  hand  and  struck  it  on 
the  cheek.  It  is  said  that  a  deep  criniBon  Huffiision  over- 
cpread  the  face,  ae  though  dignity  and  modesty  bad  for  an 
instant  lasted  longer  even  than  life. 

XXXIX. 

Such  was  the  death  of  Marat;  such  were  the  life  and 
death  of  Charlotte  Corday.  In  the  face  of  murder,  history 
dares  not  praise,  and  in  the  face  of  heroism,  dares  not  con- 
demn her.  The  appreciation  of  such  an  act  places  us  tn 
the  terrible  alternative  of  blaming  vii-tue  ov  applavding  as~ 
Bassination.  Like  the  painter  who,  despairing  of  rendering 
the  expression  of  a  mingled  sentiment,  cast  a  veil  over  the 
face  of  the  figure,  we  must  leave  this  mystery  to  be  debated 
in  the  abysses  of  the  human  hearL  There  are  deeds  of 
which  men  are  no  judges,  and  vrhich  mount,  without  appeal, 
direct  to  the  tribunal  of  God.  Thera  are  human  actions  so 
strange  a  mixture  of  weakness  and  strength,  pure  intent 
and  culpable  means,  error  and  truth,  murder  and  martyr- 
dom, that  we  know  not  whether  to  terra  them  crime  orvir 
tue.  The  culpable  devotion  of  Charlotte  Corday  is  among 
those  acts  which  admiration  and  horror  would  leave  eter- 
nally in  doubt,  did  not  morality  reprove  them.  Had  we  to 
find  for  thia  sublime  liberatrix  of  her  country,  and  generous 
murderess  of  a  tyrant,  a  name  which  should  at  once  convey 
the  enthusiasm  of  our  feelings  toward  her  and  the  severity 
of  our  judgment  on  her  action,  we  would  coin  a  phrase 
combining  the  extreme  of  admiration  and  horror,  and  term 
her  the  Angel  of  AsBaeaination. 

A  few  days  afterward  Adam  Lux  published  the  "  Apol- 
ogy of  Charlotte  Corday,"  and  associated  himself  with  hei 
deed,  in  order  to  share  her  martyrdom.  Arrested  and  sent 
to  the  Abbaye,  he  exclaimed,  as  he  entered  the  prison,  "  I 
shall  die,  then,  for  her."  He  perished  soon  ailer,  saluting, 
as  the  altar  of  liberty  and  love,  the  scaffold  which  the  blood 
of  his  model  had  hallowed.  The  heroism  of  Charlotte  was 
pung  by  the  poet  Andr^  Chfinier,  who  was  himself  so  soon 
It,  die  for  that  common  fatherland  of  all  great  souls — pure 
liberty. 

"Whose  is  this  tombt"  sings  the  German  poet,  Klop- 
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Stock.  "  It  is  tbe  tomb  of  Charlone.  Let  UB  gather  flow- 
erB  and  scatter  them  over  her  Hghea,  for  she  ia  dead  for  her 
country.  No,  no,  gatber  oothing;  let  ub  seek  a  we«piDg 
willow,  and  plant  it  o'er  her  tomb,  for  she  is  dead  for  her 
country.  No,  no,  plant  nothing;  but  weep,  and  let  yoar 
tears  be  blood,  for  she  is  dead  in  vain  for  her  country  !" 
Vergniaud,  on  learning,  in  bis  dungeon,  of  the  crime,  tr^l, 
am]  death  of  Charlotte,  exclaimed,  "  She  destroys  us,  bnt 
she  teaches  us  how  to  die." 


Tbb  purest  virtue  is  deceived  in  her  aim  when  she  bor- 
rows the  hand  and  weapons  of  crime.  The  blood  of  Marat 
intoxicated  the  people.  The  Montagne,  RobeHpierre,  Dan- 
ton,  happy  at  being  treed  from  a  riv&l  whose  influence  with 
the  multitude  they  feared,  cast  his  corpse  to  them,  in  order 
that  they  might  erect  it  into  an  idol.  The  Convention  or- 
dained the  worehip  of  Marat  as  a  diversion  to  anarchy,  and 
permitted  b  god  to  be  made  of  him  whom  it  bad  blushed  to 
own  as  a  colleague.  The  night  afler  his  death  the  people 
hung  garlands  at  his  door,  and  the  Convention  inaugurated 
hia  bust  in  their  hall.  The  sections  appeared  at  the  Con- 
vendon,  to  demand  that  he  should  be  buried  in  the  Pan- 
theon. Others  aaked  that  his  body  should  be  embalmed, 
and  carried  through  the  departments  to  the  very  limits  of 
the  world.  Some  proposed  that  an  empty  tomb  should  be 
erected  to  him  beneath  every  tree  of  liberty.  Robespierre 
.  alone  atrovo  to  modeiute  this  idolatry  of  the  Jacobins. 
"  Doubtless,"  said  be,  "  the  honors  of  tbe  poignard  are  re- 
served for  me ;  priority  baa  been  established  by  chance, 
and  my  fall  it  near  at  band." 

The  Convention  decreed  that  it  would  be  present  i^iiMajM 
it  tbe  funeral.  The  painter  David  arranged  the  obsequies, 
and  strove  to  imitate  those  of  Ceesar.  He  placed  the  body 
of  Marai  in  the  church  of  the  Cordeliers,  on  a  catafalque. 
The  pnignard,  the  bath,  the  block  of  wood,  tbe  inkstand, 
pens  audpapers  were  displayed  by  bis  ride,  as  the  arms  of 
the  philosopher  and  the  proofi  of  ius  stoical  indigence.    Dep> 
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utstionaofthe  sections  succeeded  each  other  witli  harangnea, 
incense,  and  flowen,  and  pronounoed  terrible  vowb  over  the 
corpse. 

II. 
In  the  evening  the  fiineral  cortige  went  forth,  liglited  hy 
tite  flambeaux  of  the  church,  and  did  not  reach  the  place  of 
sepultui'e  until  midnig-ht.  The  place  selected  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Marat's  I'emams  was  the  very  one  where  he  bad  so 
often  harangued  and  agitated  the  people,  the  court  of  the 
club  of  Cordeliers,  as  we'  inter  a  warrior  on  his  field  of 
battle.  The  body  was  lowered  into  the  grave  under  the 
shade  of  those  trees  whose  leaves,  illuminated  by  thouBandg 
of  lamps,  ahed  over  his  tomb  the  s^ft  and  serene  light  of 
ancient  elyuum.  The  people,  under  the  banners  of  the 
sections,  tbe  departments,  the  eleciora,  the  Commune,  the 
CordelieiB,  the  Jacobins,  and  the  Convention,  assisted  at 
this  ceremony.  Derisive  apotheosis  I  Tbe  prendent  of  tbe 
Assembly,  Tfauriot,  addressed  the  last  naUonal  adieu  to  hk 

He  announced  that  the  Conremion  wonld  place  tbe  statue 
of  Marat  by  tlie  side  of  tbat  of  Brutus.  The  club  of  th^ 
Cordeliers  claimed  bis  bearL  Enclosed  in  an  urn,  it  was 
suspended  to  the  roof  of  the  hall  of  ansembly.  The  society 
voted  bim  also  an  altar.  "  Precious  relics  of  a  god  I"  ex- 
clumed  an  orator  at  the  foot  of  this  altar,  "  shall  we  be  per- 
jured in  presence  of  thy  manesl  Tbou  demandest  vengeatuie 
of  us,  and  thy  assaaains  yet  breathe!" 

Pilgrimages  of  the  people  congregated  erery  Sunday  at 
tbe  tomb  of  Marat,  and  mingled  the  heart  of  this  apostls 
of  murder  in  the  same  adoration  as  that  of  the  Christ  of 
peace.  Thetbeaters  were  decorated  with  his  image.  Places 
and  streets  changed  their  namee  for  his.  The  mayor  of 
Nismra  caused  himself  to  be  designated  the  Marat  of  tbe  . 
south !  the  mayor  of  Strasbourg,  the  Marat  of  the  Rhine. 
Tbe  conventional  carrier  called  his  troops  the  army  of 
Marat,  The  widow  of  "Fami  du  peuple"  demanded  ven- 
geance ^m  the  Convention  for  her  husband,  and  a  tomb 
for  herself.  Young  girls,  dreeaed  in  white,  and  holding 
crowns  o£  cypress  and  oak  in  their  hands,  aung  around  the 
funeral  car  bymns  to  Marat  All  the  burden  of  theae  chants 
was  sanguinary.  The  poignard  of  Charlotte  Corday,  in 
Heu  of  stanching  blood,  appeared  to  have  opened  the  veins 
of  France 
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in. 

The  CoDventioaacquii'ed  ascendency  every  where.  AAer 
the  rencounter  at  Vemun,  where  the  advanced  guard  had 
fled  Ht  the  first  ebock  of  the  cannon,  the  fugidve  Girondists 
at  Caen  sought  to  regain  BordeanK,  abandoning  Normandy 
and  Brittany  to  the  royalists  on  one  side,  and  to  the  cum- 
nussioners  of  the  Convention  on  the  other.  Petion,  Louvet, 
Barbaroux,  Salles,  Meilhan,  Kervelegan,  Qursas,  Girey- 
Duprey,  Marchenna,  a  Spaniard  voluntarily  enrolled  in  the 
Girondist  ranks;  and, , lastly,  RtonfFe,  a  young  Haiseillais, 
who  adhered  to  this  cause,  even  in  its  disasters,  assunied 
'  the  uniform  of  the  volunteers  of  Finisterre,  and  mixed  with 
those  anldietB,  in  order  to  reach  Brittany.  Quadet  had 
come  to  rejoin  them  shortly  afterward  at  Caen.  He  only 
aided  in  their  ruin.  Bnzot,  Ducfaitel,  BergT>ing,  Lesage, 
and  Vahidy,  departed  with  the  baualioug.  Laniuinaie  had 
preceded  them  to  Brest,  scattering  in  all  direction^  his  in- 
dignation and  hia  courage.  Henri  Lsuivi^re  and  Mollo- 
vault,  members  of  the  &al  Commission  of  the  Twelve,  pre- 
ceded the  fugitivse  to  Quimper,  and  prepared  them  asylums, 
not  auxiliaries.  Reduced  to  the  number  of  nineteen,  and 
separated  from  the  battalion  of  Finisterre,  which  had  pro- 
tected them  as  &r  as  Lamb^le,  the  deputies  quitted  tbfl 
highways,  and  marched  by  oroBs  roads,  soheiting  from  cot- 
t^e  to  cottage  that  hospitatity  'Which  might  each  moment 
betray  them.  Being  recognized  at  Moncontour  by  some 
federals,  and  having  heard  a  murmur  about  them  of  "  that 
is  Potion — that  w  Busot,"  they  took  refuge  in  the  woods. 
Their  retreat  was  su^iected.  They  passed  woary  hours 
concealed  under  the  leaves.  The  rain  streamed  over  their 
benumbed  bodies.  A  young  citizen  of  Moncontoar,  who 
b«d  watched  dieir  flight,  came  to  thsm,  and  directed  them 
that,  night  toward  a  lonely  house,  where,  they  had  some 
bonra'  repose. 

They  heard  tbe  ginirale  beaten  by  the  dnmis  in  the  vil- 
lage. They  searched  the  fields,  the  woods,  and  the  houses 
to  seize  them.  Gironst  and  Lesage  separated  from  their 
companions,  and  accepted  hospitality  in  the  suburbs.  The 
others  continued  their  route.  They  had  arms.  They  in- 
timidated the  peasants  whom  they  cotild  not  seduce.  They 
escaped  by  a  series  of  miracles  from  the  dsagen  whiw 
BuritMinded  them. 
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IV. 
Meanwhile  hunger,  thiret,  anxiety,  and  iHneM  decimited 
them.  Cuggy,  tortiurecl  by  an  attack  of  gout,  groaned  al 
every  step.  Buzot,  wearied  out,  threw  away  tiis  arms,  oa 
a  burden  too  be&vy  for  hiiD.  Barbaroux,  altbougb  scarcely 
twenty-eigbt  years  old,  bad  the  unwieldy  stature  and  em- 
hanpoint  of  a  man  advanced  in  age.  A  sprain  had  uiflamed 
his  foot.  He  could  not  move  without  the  aBsiatance  of 
Fetirm  and  Luuvet,  who  by  turns  gave  him  their  arm 
Riunfie,  hia  feet  torn  with  walking,  dragged  bimself  along, 
staining  tbe  road  with  bis  blood.  Potion,  Sal  tea,  and 
Louvet  alone  preaetved  their  indefatigable  vigor.  Tbe 
wounded  and  the  sick  Uke  better  to  await  death  on  the 
spot  than  to  fly  from  it.  The  energy  of  Barbarous,  bow> 
ever,  mode  them  blush  at  their  weakness.  Tbey  arose  and 
continued  their  way  in  silence,  and  laid  down,  some  leagues 
fiirtber  on,  in  soEoe  high  graaa,  which  hid  their  bodies  and 

Erotected  their  slumber.  Overcome  with  fatigue,  enervated 
y  hunger,  they  at  last  reached  Quimper,  hut  dared  not 
enter  it.  They  sent  one  of  their  guides  tn  warn  Kerv^legan 
of  their  approach,  and  ask  from  him  the  necessary  indica- 
tions to  reach  the  retreale  which  his  friendship  bad  doubt- 
less assured  them.  This  guide  did  not  return.  They 
waited  for  two-and -thirty  hours,  without  shelter  or  nour- 
ishment, beaten  by  the  rain,  and  in  a  manih  whose  freezing 
waters  benumbed  their  limbs.  Cussy  invoked  death  aa 
more  clement  than  his  agony.  Rionfie  and  Girey-I>upiey 
lost  tbe  gayety  of  their  youth,  which  had  until  then  sus- 
tained them.  SuEot  wrapped  himself  up  in  silent  melss- 
cboly ;  Barbaroiix  even  felt  hia  hope,  though  not  his  cour- 
age, vanish.  Louvet  pressed  to  bis  breast  the  loaded 
weapon,  wbich  contained  bis  deliverance  and  his  death. 
Tbe  image  of  the  adored  female  who  Bought  hia  track  to 
rejoin  him  alone  determined  him  to  live.  Fetion  preserved 
the  stoical  indifierence  of  a  man  wfao  defies  fate  to  precipi- 
tate him  lower,  after  having  raised  him  so  high.  He  had 
reached  the  deptbe  of  misery,  and  reposed  there. 


In  tbe  mean  ^me  Kerv^t^gan  watched  at  Quimper.  A 
DMMenger  on  horseback,  sent  by  him,  diacovered  the  ftigi> 
tives  in  the  marsh.  He  conducted  tbem  to  the  boose  of  a 
peasant,  where  fire,  bread,  and  wine  somewhat  restored 
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them.  A  constitutional  curate  of  the  enrirons  leceivetJ 
them  afterward.  They  there  recovered  their  strength,  and 
afterward  separated  in  different  groups,  where  each  ons 
had  a  different  fortune  and  end.  Fivs  among  them,  in 
which  number  were  Sallos,  Girey-Duprey,  and  Cuasy,  re- 
ceived an  asylum  at  Kervel^gan's  ;  Buzot  was  confided  to 
the  discretion  of  a  generous  citizen,  in  a  house  in  the  fau- 
bourg of  Quimper;  P^od  and  Gaadet  sheltei'ed  thenc 
selves  in  an  isolated  country  house ;  Louvet,  Barbaronx, 
and  Kiouffe  in  the  house  of  a  patriot  of  the  town.  The 
beloved  of  Louvet  had  preceded  bim  to  Quimper.  She 
brought  to  her  friend  the  devotion,  the  hope,  and  the  illo- 
sion  of  love.  As  to  Briaaot,  he  was  at  this  juncture  arrest- 
ed at  Moulins,  and  transported  to  Paris,  there  to  languish 
in  prison.  Vergniaud,  Petion,  Guadet,  Buzot,  that  they 
might  not  be  separated  from  Barbarnux,  who  was  dying, 
refosed  to  embark  at  Brest,  and  awaited  in  their  aaylums 
the  cure  of  their  friend.  Louvet  retired  with  Lodoiska 
into  a  cottage  which  she  bad  prepared  for  bim.  He  there 
tasted,  between  two  tempests,  those  moments  of  happiness 
BO  much  the  more  poignant  when  menaced' — that  halt  of 
the  unfortunate  on  the  road  to  death.  Barbaroux,  so  light 
in  his  amours  that  his  inconstancy  never  knew  a  durable 
attachment,  envied,  be  said,  thia  happiness  which  the  pro* 
•cribed  Louvet  owed  to  devotion  and  fidelity. 

The  news  <^  the  capture  of  Toulon  hy  the  English  re- 
doubled the  surveillance  and  the  perseculiou  of  the  patriots 
toward  the  federalists  accused  of  the  dismemberment  of  the 
country.  Louvet,  Barbaroux,  Buzot,  and  Potion  embarked 
at  length  one  night  in  a  Bshing-boat,  which  was  to  conduct 
them  to  a  Vessel  anchored  off  the  coast.  Couched  under 
some  mats'in  the  bottom  of  the  hold,  they  passed  through 
twOTjty-two  republican  vesseb  without  being  dbcovered. 
These  proscribed  men  entered  the  waters  of  La  Gironde, 
and  disembarked  at  Bec-d'Amb^,  a  small  port  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bordeaux.  They  thought  they  had  attained  the 
land  of  liberty — it  had  become  the  land  of  death. 

VI. 

While  the  vanquished  Girondists  fell  one  by  one  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies,  or  prolonged  so  painfully  the  agony 
of  their  party,  by  flight,  the  republic,  established  in  its  cen- 
ter, was  invaded  at  its  extremities.  The  frontiers  wore  un- 
protected, the  places  conquered  by  the  army  of  Custine  n. 
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GernianY,  and  other  places  in  the  noilh,  fell  uodet  the  csn- 
nan  of  the  coalition.  We  have  seen  that  Gustiiie,  haviiig 
fallen  back  on  Landau,  had  )el\  an  impoBiog  sarriHin  at 
Mayence,  aa  the  promise  of  a  Becoad  invasion  of  Germany. 
General  Meunier,  known  by  the  marvelous  work  at  Cher- 
bourg, commanded  the  place.  Kleber,  Do jre,  and  Dubayet, 
general  officers  as  enlightened  as  intrepid,  were  his  lieuteu' 
ants ;  Rewbell  and  Merlin  de  Thionville,  at  once  repreeetitB' 
tives  and  soldiers,  had  shut  themselves  up  in  Mayence,  in 
order  that  the  troopa  should  fight  under  the  very  eye  of  the 
Convention.  Two  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance  defeitded 
the  place. 

The  blockade  was  composed  of  fifty-seven  battalions  and 
forty  squadrons.  Grain  was  abundant  in  the  city,  but  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  powder.  The  prodigies  of  ability,  ot 
boldness,  and  courage,  which  Merlin  de  Thionville  exem- 
plified, heart  and  hand,  t«i  the  troops,  left,  tjevenheleSB,  only 
tlie  hope  of  a  heroic  defense 

This  defense  even  paralyzed  twenty  tbousatid  of  our  best 
soldiers,  blockaded  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine  in  their 
conquest.  Custine  sent  an  officer  to  the  Pruaeian  army. 
This  officer  demanded  permission  to  cross  the  lines  aa  a  flag 
of  truce,  accompanied  by  a  Prussian  officer,  to  carry  to 
Mayence  the  oi^r  of  honorable  capitulation.  The  Com- 
missioners of  the  Convention,  Merlin  and  Rewbell,  and  the 
generals  commanding  the  town  and  the  troops,  assembled  a 
council  of  war,  and  energetically  repelled  this  insinuation. 
The  blockade  was  closed  by  the  Austrians  and  Pnisaiaiu, 
and  converged  into  a  siege.  The  Fi'ench  resuming  every 
moment  the  ofienaive  by  terrible  Borties>  forced  the  hostile 
army  to  conquer  again  each  step  of  approach  to  the  walls. 
General  Meunier,  struck  by  a  ball  which  broke  bis  knee, 
expired  some  days  afterward.  The  Prussians,  seized  with 
admiration  and  respect,  ceased  their  fire,  to  give  the  French 
time  to  raise  the  tomb  of  their  general  in  one  of  the  bastions 
of  the  town.  "I  lose  an  enemy  who  lias  done  roe  much 
mischief"  exclaimed  Frederic  William,  "but  FrantMloaeA 
a  ™al  man." 

The  bombardment  commenced  with  three  hundred  pieces 
of  ordnance.  The  mills  which  iiimished  flour  to  the  town 
and  its  garrison  were  set  on  fire.  Meat,  as  well  as  bread, 
was  wanting^  Horses,  dogs,  cats,  and  mice  were  devoured 
by  the  inhabitante.  Pitiless  famine  compelled  the  generals 
to  send  from  the  town  all  useless  mouths.     Old  men,  wom- 
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ea,  sod  children,  driven  from  its  bosom  to  the  number  of 
two  or  three  tbousaud,  were  equally  repulsed  by  the  Prus- 
sians,  and  expired  between  the  two  armies,  under  the 
cannon  of  the  batteiies,  or  in  the  agony  of  hunger.  The 
hospitals,  without  profisions,  withoDt  medicines,  nithoitt 
ro<^  could  no  lotiger  shelter  the  wounded.  The  town  ca- 
pitulated. 

The  troops  departed  free,  with  their  colon  and  their 
arms,  under  the  condition  of  not  Sghtfag  for  one  year  against 

Fifteen  thousand  soldiers,  fire-proof  by  the  long  siege  of 
Mayence,  were  dispatched  to  La  Vend6e. 

VII. 

At  the  same  juncture,  Cond^,  one  of  the  frontier  places 
in  the  north,  fell.  Darapierre  died  endeavoring  to  succor 
it.  General  Chancel,  shut  up  with  four  thousand  aoldieia 
ut  the  town,  had  neither  provisions  nor  ammunition.  The 
soldieia'  rations  were  only  two  ounces  of  bread,  and  could 
not  even  furnish  more  than  four  days'  provisions  at  that 
rate.  They  were  obliged  to  surrender,  as  prisoners,  on  the 
13th  of  July.  Valenciennes,  destroyed  by  bombs,  surren- 
dered on  the  38th  to  the  English  and  the  Austrians. 
General  Ferrand,  that  brave  lieutenant  of  Dumouriez, 
though  seventy  years  of  age,  had  defended  the  town  ftr 
three  months,  as  if  be  desired  to  make  his  tomb  of  its  ruina. 
The  foTtiScations,  shaken  to  their  foundations  by  the  batter-  i 
ing  of  two  hundred  thousand  balls,  thirty  thousand  shells, 
and  fifty  thousand  bombs,  lefi;  breaches  large  enough  for 
the  passage  of  cavalry.  The  terror  alone  of  the  name  of 
our  brave  soldiers,  and  of  Ferrand,  protected  the  place. 
Valenciennes  at  last  capitulated,  and  the  garrison,  after 
having  slain  twenty  thousand  fbea,  and  lost  itself  seven 
thousand  fighting  men,  were  permitted  to  return  to  Franca 
with  their  arms  and  colors. 

The  news  of  these  dbasters  alarmed  Paris,  without  dis- 
couraging it  The  constancy  of  the  Convention,  in  the 
midst  of  reverses,  strengthened  tlie  public  mind.  Every 
one  vrss  afflicted,  no  one  despaired  of  the  country.  The 
news  from  the  departments  reassured  the  Assembly.  These 
reverses  on  the  one  side,  and  this  success  on  &e  otheTf 
rendered  the  Jacobites  at  once  mistrustful  and  rash. 

DemoDHtrations  against   Cuatine  multiplied,  and  vrere 
lAcl'    moment  more  bittei      This  general  was  the  more 
vill,.  q  — E 
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readi];^  accused,  as  iDore  had  been  hoped  from  him.  Bazira 
demanded  ifae  arrest  of  Cnetine  in  tbe  midst  of  his  army. 
Levawear  de  la  Sartbe  charged  himself  with  tbk  perilous 
mission.  Arrived  at  the  camp,  the  representative  desired 
a  review  of  tbe  troops :  forty  thousand  men  were  under 
arms.  The  soldiers,  who  suspected  Levasaenr  of  coming 
to  carry  off  their  chief,  refused  him  military  honors.  h»- 
vaaseur  exacted  them,  and  made  them  lower  their  colors. 
"  Soldiera  of  the  Tepublic  t"  said  he  to  them,  "  ihe  Con- 
ventioD  has  arrested  General  Custine."  "  Let'  him  be  re- 
Btored  to  ua !"  ciied  the  angry  troops.  The  representative 
braved  the  clamor.  "  Soldierv  1**  resumed  he,  "  if  Custine 
be  inuocent,  he  will  be  restored  to  you ;  if  he  be  gnilty, 
bis  blood  will  expiate  his  crimes.  No  pardon  for  traitors  1 
Woe  to  rebels  !'^ 

VIII. 

The  silence  of  duty  alone  responded  to  this  speech. 
The  general  was  arrested.  Custine  did  not  imitate  Dn- 
monrtez.  He  obeyed,  and  preierrod  tbe  ecaJFold  to  the 
land  of  the  stranger.  Arrived  in  Paris,  he  found  there  a 
remtiant  of  popularity,  which  was  imputed  as  a  crime  to 
him.  He  walked  about  the  Palais  Royal,  and  was  admired 
by  tbe  female*  and  the  yoanger  classes. 

This  pasuve  obedience  encouraged  tbe  Jacobins  to  fur 
iher  dennndanons.  Garat,  the  Minister  of  tbe  Iitterior, 
and  Dalbarsde,  tbe  Minister  of  Marine,  became  there  the 
objects  of  odious  insinuation.  Robespierre,  who  had  not 
favored  anarchy,  1>ut  in  so  far  that  he  believed  anarchy 
necessary  to  the  triumph  of  tbe  Revolntion,  placed  himself 
energetically  agaiuai  the  instigators  of  disorder,  from  the 
moment  that  he  thought  the  Revolution  assured.  He  de- 
fended the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  when  accused  ot 
too  great  Iwiiency,  although  be  made  no  part  of  it  himself; 
he  defended  Danton ;  he  defended  Garat  and  Dalbarade 
against  Chabot  and  Rossignot;  be  denounced  the  dennncia-  . 
tors.  The  murmurs  of  the  nkta- Jacobins,  which  drowned 
his  voice,  did  not  indmidate  him. 

Some -days  afterward,  Robespierre  opposed  himselii  with 
tbe  same  fiitaneae,  to  the  accasationB  which  vrere  generally 
circulated  a^inst  the  nobles  employed  in  the  armies. 
"  What  signiiy  alt  these  commonplaces  you  make  use  of; 
regardmg  tbe  nobility,  just  now  1"  said  he.  "  My  antago- 
nists here  are  no  more  republicans  than  myself     Do  yoo 
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•leatre  tokeep  tbe  Committee  of  Public  S&fetj  iu  leading 
strings  t  New  men — patriots  of  a  day — desiTe  to  destroy 
in  the  miiHi  of  the  people  their  moct  ancient  fnends.  I 
cite,  for  example,  Dantoii,  wlio  is  calumniated.  DantoD; 
on  whom  no  one  has  ~a  right  to  lay  the  slightest  reproach  I 
Danton,  whom  they  can  not  nnderratfl  until  after  httTing 
proved  that  they  have  more  energy,  talent,  or  love  for  iho 
country,  than  he !  They  give  great  praiae  to  Marat  for 
having  the  right  to  rul  againet  th«  precent  pfttriota.  What 
does  it  avail  to  praise  the  dead,  provided  one  may  calum* 
niate  the  living  r 

II. 

While  Robespierre,  seeking  popularity  in  public  retson 
and  the  power  of  goveraiDoiit,  thus  moderated  the  jHCobins, 
and  assumed  the  poeitioa  of  a  minisier,  Danton  allowed 
himself  to  be,  in  a  manner,  protected  by  Robcapierra, 
The  fall  of  the  Girondists  had  disconcerted  Danton.  The 
Girondists  were,  for  him,  one  of  the  weights  of  the  equi- 
librium, which  he  had  hoped  to  establish  to  his  advantage 
in  the  Convention,  by  turning,  in  his  own  person,  one  while 
toward  La  Montagne,  and  at  another  toward  La  Plaine. 
No  wavering  was  longer  poesible,  since  Ae  triumph  of  the 
Commune.  It  was  incumbeitt  eldier  to  he  a  proscriber  or 
pFDScribed.  Danton  was  eqaally  rapagnant  to  one  and 
Ae  other  of  these  two  parties.  Absorbed  in  the  delight 
of  the  attachment  with  which  the  young  female  he  had 

i'ust  espoused  had  in^ired  bim,  seeking  repose,  humbled 
>y  his  sanguinary  renown,  and  derirrDg  to  redeem  it  by 
amnesties  and  generosity  natural  to  the  present  state  of  his 
heart,  Danton  desired  to  repose  in  his  domestic  happiness, 
and,  if  not  to  abdicate,  at  least  to  adjourn  his  amoitioD. 
Fatigued  with  being  terrible,  he  trished  to  be  loTed. 

La  Montagne  really  did  Kke  bim.  He  was,  in  a  crisis, 
their  beacon ;  in  tumult,  tteir  TWce ;  in  aetioo,  their  hand  ; 
but  since  Marat  had  disappeared  fh>m  La  Montagne,  Dan- 
-ton  fiMind  Robespierre  there,  a  more  respected,  more  s«iouB 
rival  dian  Marat. 


Furthermore,  Danton  had  arrived,  U  least  for  a  moment, 
U  that  state  (^  mfflral  lassitude  which  sometimes  seizesnpon 
and  consumes  the  most  fiery  amUdon,  when  it  is  not  sus- 
tained by  a  dirititerested  idea.     A  man  of  pansion,  and  not 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


100  DANTOir. 

of  theory,  he  experienced  the  wemkneas  of  nature.  Private 
puBion  &tigue8  and  wean  itaelfout;  public  paasion,  never. 
Robespierre  had  this  advantage  over  Danton,  that  his 
paaaion  waa  indefadgable,  because  it  was  disinterested 
Danton  was  a  man ;  Robeapierre  was  an  idea.  Thus, 
Daoton  had  for  some  time  astonished  his  friends  by  the  Ian' 
guor  and  incoherence  of  bis  resolutions. 

In  this  disposition  of  mind,  Danton  deserted  die  tributte 
of  the  JacolMna,  iocessanlly  occupied  by  Robespien«, 
spoke  rarely  at  the  Cordeliers,  and  was  silent  in  the  Con- 
TenttoD.  He  appeared  to  abandon  the  Revolution  to  its 
course,  and  to  seat  himself  upon  the  bank,  to  see  the  wreck 
pass,  and  await  the  reaction  of  opinion.  But  Danton  had 
been  too  great  to  be  forgotten.  Oblivion  protects  toedio- 
aitj.  The  discontented  Revolution  fretted  itself  ag&iuM 
him,  and  against  his  friends.  Legendre,  Camille  Desraou- 
lios,  Fftbr^  d'Eglontine,  and  Ch&bot,  had  become,  like  him' 
tdi  suspected  at  the  Cordeliers  and  the  JacoUiis. 

XL 

Reproaches  mode  Danton  smile  with  diadun,  and  in- 
spired him  even  with  a  secret  pride. 

Hedid  not  pretend  to  Buatenty,  he  had  not  the  hypocrisy 
of  disinterestedness,  he  rather  displayed  tiian  concealed  his 
weaknesses.  He  counted  rather  upon  obscurity.  A  natu- 
ral death  had  delivered  him  from  the  superiority  of  Mira- 
beau  ;  the  poignard  had  disembairasBed  turn  of  M arat ;  the 
31st  of  May  had  relieved  him  from  the  superior  eloquence 
at  Yergniaud ;  chance  might  free  him  &om  the  rivalry  of 
Robespierre.  Time  flies  swiflly  in  revcJutioDS.  It  suffices 
to  place  oneself  i^>on  the  route  of  time,  in  order  that  he 
may  brin^  you,  at  his  hour,  all  that  fortune  has  in  store. 
Thus,  instinctively,  reasoned  Danton. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  Danton,  pressed  by  his  young 
wife  and  new  family  to  separate  his  cause  and  his  name 
Grom  the  cause  and  name  of  terror,  which  began  to  raise 
the  indignation  of  good  citizens,  decided  on  quitting  tha 
scene,  flying  from  Paris,  and  retiring  to  Arcis-snr-Auhe. 
Danton  was  too  well  versed  in  the  ntyeteries  of  the  human 
heart,  not  to  comprehend  that  this  retreat,  in  such  a  mo- 
ment, was  too  humble  or  too  proud  an  act  for  a  man  of  his 
importance  in  the  republic.  To  separate  himself  from  the 
Convention  in  the  crisis  of  its  perils  and  its  oppression,  was 
to  declare  that  he  felt  himself  useless  to  the  country,  (^  it 
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WM  to  declare  that  he  would  not  join  in  a.  compact  vrith  tha 
gOTemmeiit.  Sacli  an  attitude  was  an  abJicatioa  or  a 
threat.  Danton  knew  it.  He,  therefore  disguised,  under 
pietext  of  laaaitude  and  exfaauation  of  streuglh,  the  true 
causes  of  his  retirement.  He  alleged,  also,  the  neceasity 
of  presentiiig  his  new  wife  to  his  mothar  and  hia  father-in- 
law,  A£.  Ricordin,  who  still  lived. 

The  principal  motive  of  this  retreat — the  motive  which 
he  avowed  to  bis  wife  and  his  relations,  in  the  secrecjr  ol 
domestic  confidence — was  the  horror  with  which  the  aip- 
proacfaing  sentence  of  the  ^een,  Maria  Antoinette,  in- 
spired him. 

Before  hia  departure,  Danton  bad  a  secret  conference 
with  Robespierre.  He  humbled  himself  before  his  rival,  so 
&r  ae  to  confide  to  him  his  discouragement  at  the  state  of 
public  afiairs.  He  requested  bim  to  defend  him,  during 
nis  absence,  against  the  calumny  which  the  Cordeliers  ttt- 
cessaotly  heaped  upon  bis  patriotism  and  probit;^.  Robes- 
pierre, satisfied  with  this  deference  and  the  retirement  of 
the  only  man  who  could  compete  with  hiia  in  the  republic, 
took  good  care  not  to  retain  Danton.  The  two  rivals,  in 
appearance  friends,  swore  to  each  other  mutual  esteem 
and  constftot  support.    Danton  departed. 

TtTT. 

Danton,  in  bis  rural  retreat  of  Arcia-sur-Aube,  lived  en- 
drely  occupied  vrith  his  Idve,  the  care  ofhis  young  children, 
^  surveillance  of  his  domestic  interests,  the  happiness  of 
seeing  bis  mother  again,  the  friends  of  his  youth,  and  his 
paternal  fields.  He  appeared  to  have  entirely  cast  aside 
the  weight,  and  even  tbe  remembrance,  of  public  afialra. 
He  did  not  write  a  single  letter — ^he  did  not  receive  one 
from  Paris.  The  thread  of  all  bis  plots  was  cut.  One 
deputy  alone,  from  the  Convention,  visited  him  sometimes : 
it  was  the  deputy  Courtois,  his  compatriot,  who  possessed 
some  mills  at  ArcIs-sur-Aube.  Their  conversations  turned 
upon  the  dangers  of  the  country.  In  his  intimate  conver- 
BBtions  with  his  wife,  his  mother,  and  M.  Ricordin,  Danton 
did  not  disguise  bis  sincere  repentance  for  the  revolutionaiy 
transports  into  which  the  fire  of  passion  had  cast  his  name 
and  hand.  He  sought  to  wash  himself  of  all  association  in 
the  massacres  of  September.  ^Neither  did  be  disairaulatehis 
hope  of  ag^n  acquiring  tbe  ascendency  due  to  hia  political 
genius,  when  present  convulsions  should  have  worn  out  the 
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■baSow  talent  and  "weak  ebaracters  who  rragned  in  the  Cmh 
vantion.  He  spoke  of  Robespierre  &h  a  dreamer,  aoms- 
times  cruel,  Bometimes  Tirtuoue,  olwaya  cbimerical. 

He  spent  much  time  hi  leading  the  Roman  hiatoriuMk 
He  also  wrote  a  great  deal ;  bnt  he  burned  it  as  soon  aa 
written.     He  d^red  to  leave  no  trace  of  himself  bnt  fais 


IIIL 
Robespierre,  on  the  contrarr,  altfaongfa  ill  and  eshaotted 
bjr  mental  labors  which  wonld.  have  consumed  other  men, 
Ibrgot  himself,  to  devote  bis  powen  with  more  ardor  than 
ever  to  die  pniBuit  of  his  ideal  of  govenunent  He  aug- 
mented hia  ambition  in  confounding  it  entirely  with  the 
ambition  of  the  repubUc  he  desired  to  found.  The  psat 
imported  little  to  him,  prorvided  he  were  the  main  spring  of 
*"'  LKuees,  the  repentaoee,  die  landed  a   ' 


Tlie  weaKneeSitherepentaoee,  dielai 

commercial  aristocracv  of  the  GKrondists,  had  sincerely 
persuaded  him  that  tnese  men  desired  to  retrograde  to- 
ward monarchy,  or  to  constitute  a  republic,  wheron  the 
dominion  of  wealth  should  be  substituted  for  the  rule  of  the 
church  and  the  throne,  and  where  the  people  would  have 
some  thousands  of  tyrants  in  lien  of  having  only  one.  He 
bad  seen  in  the  citizens  &e  moat  dangerous  enemies  of  uni- 
versal democracy  and  of  phiioaophic  leveling. 

Since  their  fall,  be  thought  he  ha^  attained  his  end.  This 
end  was  the  repreuntative  sovereignity  of  all  the  rftizens, 
concentrated  in  an  election  as  extensive  as  the  people  Aem- 
selvea,  and  acting  by  the  people,  and  fitt  the  people,  in  an 
elective  council,  wrhich  should  bo  all  the  government.  The 
ambil^tn  of  Robespierre,  so  often  calumniated  then  and 
laaeo,  went  not  beyond  this. 

xrv. 

He  had  also  changed  his  attitude  and  language  fh>m  the 
time  the  Girondists  had  disappeared.  He  only  smdied  three 
thin^— to  rally  jMihlic  opimon  tn  the  Conveittion  through 
the  Jacobins,  of  whom  he  was  the  oracle,  to  resist  the  anar- 
chical encroachments  of  the  Commune,  who  threatened  die 
independence  of  the  representation,  and,  in  short,  to  estab- 
lish hatmouy  and  unity  of  action  in  the  organization  of  a 
committee  of  government.  He  did  not  mingle  any  personal 
cupidity  with  theee  ideas.  His  popularity  even,  from  day 
to  day  more  general  and  fanatical  among  nis  followers,  was 
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for  bim  an  iuBtrumeiit  and  BOt  an  end.  He  diBpensed  it 
with  as  much  prodigality  as  it  bad  cost  him  care  and 
pawnee  to  acquire  it. 

XV. 
From  this  day,  Itobespierre  becsme  more  alssiduons  than 
ever  at  the  evening  meetings  of  the  Jacobins.  He  turned 
the  thouglita  of  this  society  toward  the  great  problems  of 
social  organization,  to  dietraet  them  irom  factions,  the  reign 
of  which,  according  to  him,  ought  to  be  passed.  He  kept 
aloof,  with  more  apparent  di^nst,  from  all  the  eormpted 
men  wbo  desired  to  mingle  demagogism  -with  the  Rerolo' 
tion,  as  impure  alloy  is  mixed' with  pure  metal  to  render  it 
more  pliable  and  eaner  to  mold.  He  did  not  wish  to 
ab&se  republican  principles  to  the  level  of  an  oppressed  and 
worn  out  pac^le.  He  desired  to  elevate  the  people's 
thoagfats  to  tM  most  epiritaal  height  of  principles.  He 
onit^  himself  in  the  most  intimate  fiiendship  with  the  very 
small  number  of  rigid,  but  honest  men,  who  urged  on  tiiis 
vigoroos,  but  vague  «nd  implacable  logic  of  democracy  al- 
most to  adoration.  These  were  Coathon,  Lebas,  and  St. 
Just,  men  pure,  until  then,  of  all  except  tanaticism.  No 
blood  stained  diem  yet.  They  hoped  that  their  system 
would  prevail,  throng  the  evidence  of  reason  alone,  and 
by  the  sole  attractaon  of  truth ;  but  they  were,  unfbiCanately, 
vBSolved  to  refiise  nothitig  to  their  system,  not  even  the 
sacrifice  of  entire  generations.  These  deputies,  few  in 
nnmber,  ttseembled  almost  every  evening  at  the  house  of 
thfflr  oracle;  they  there  inflamcra  their  imaginations  with 
the  ravishing  pervpective  of  the  justice,  the  eqnaUty, 
and  &e  feficity  promised  by  the  new  doctrine  on  earth. 
They  there  spoke  only  of  the  hapjuness  of  abdication  from 
erety  public  position',  imnmdiately  after  die  triumph  of 
their  principles,  of  a  humble  trade  to  exercise,  and  c^  a 
field  to  caldvate.  Robespimre  himself,  apparently  more 
weary  of  agitati'jn,  and  more  restless,  spoke  only  of  an 
isolated  hut  in  the  depth  of  Artois,  whither  he  would  take 
his  wife,  and  whence  ito  would  contemplate,  from  the  bosom 
of  Itb  private  felicity,  the  general  happiness. 

XVI. 
Althongh  their  theories  were  different,  the  minds  of  Ea- 
bespierre  and  Danton  accorded  then  in  coneentrsting  d) 
power  in  the  Conyenlion. 
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They  did  not  present  tbe  comtitatioii  to  the  eyM  of  the 
people  but  as  a  plan  of  institution  in  perspective,  over 
which  a  vail  would  be  throivD  aller  having  shown  it  at « 
distance  to  the  notion.  For  tbe  moment,  to  govern  was  to 
conquer.  The  government  beet  adapted  to  asBUre  victoiT 
over  tbe  inimicaL  factions  of  the  Revolution,  wu,  accord- 
ing to  them,  the  best  goreinmenL  F<«nce  and  liberty 
were  in  periL  They  were  institutions  of  peril  which 
France  required.     The  lavra  oagbt  to  be  arms,  not  laws. 

The  ConventioD  should  be  the  arm  aa  much  as  the  head 
of  the  republic.  Every  member  of  tfais  assembly  had  this 
instinct — 4hat  of  safety  when  the  laws  were  broken.  This 
insunct  manifested  itself  on  the  instant  in  their  acts.  The 
Convention  did  not  ask  for  tbe  dictatorship ;  she  did  not 
delegate  it ;  she  took  it.  This  dictatorship  was  resumed, 
after  tbe  31st  of  May,  in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 

In  the  same  manner  that  tbe  nation  had  recalled  to  itaelf 
its  inalienable  sovereignty  in  1769,  the  Convention  called  to 
itself  every  power  in  1793.  The  Appointed  forces  were 
essentially  weaker  than  the  direct  ones.  In  extreme  ciisea 
people  revoke  their  delegations,  whether  tbey  may  bo 
termed  royalty  or  law  and  magistracy.     They  could  not 


Such  was  the  situation  oi  the  Convention  in  the  month 
of  July,  1793.  It  was  condemned  by  this  sitnation,  either 
to  tyranny  or  death.  Had  it  accepted  death,  the  nation 
and  tbe  Kevolutioa  would  have  perished  with  it  It  seized 
the  dictatorship.  It  was  not  to  blame.  There  are  legiti- 
mate usurpations — they  are  those  which  save  the  ideas,  the 
people,  and  the  institutions.  It  is  not,  then,  for  usnrpation, 
that  history  should  reproach  tbe  Convention,  but  the  means 
it  employed  in  exercising  it.  Tbe  fiurther  laws  are  sepa- 
rated from  a  government,  the  more  ought  equity  to  reign  ia 
their  place.  It  is  on  this  condition  atone,  that  God  and  pos- 
terity absolve  govemmente.     Conscience  is  the  law  of  laws. 

XVII. 
It  is  a  law  of  power,  when  it  becomes  actton,  of  inces- 
santly stretching  to  contract  again ;  and  personifying  tteelt 
among  a  small  number  of  men.  Political  bodies  may 
have  a  thousand  heads  and  a.  thousand  languages,  while 
they  remain  deliberative  assemblies.  They  require  only  a 
hand  when  they  possess  themselves  of  the  executive  power. 
The  Convention  had  at  first  fully,  aflerward  completely. 
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intuitSTB  pGTY^pttou  of  thb  tnitb.  It  bad  commettced  hj 
creating  miniBters,  itiTested  with  a  certain  reepoDsitttlity, 
and  with  a  certain  independence,  as  under  the  GirondiBt 
miniBtr;  of  Koland.  It  had  afterward  almost  entirely  an- 
nulled the  action  of  these  mtnieteiB,  instituted  gOTemment 
commifisiona,  as  Bpecial  and  diverse  ob  any  of  these  minis- 
tries; afterward,  it  had  created  government  commisBionB 
in  the  very  bosom  of  the  national  representation,  and  dis- 
tributed (unong  these  great  commissions  the  different  fimc- 
tioDB  of  power.  Each  of  these  commissioiis  brought  up, 
by  the  organ  of  its  reporter,  the  results  of  its  deliberations, 
tor  the  sanction  of  the  whole  Convention.  The  ConventioD 
thus  reigned  well ;  but  it  ruled  witb  incoherence  and  neak- 
nesa.  A  bond  of  unity  was  wanting  to  these  scattered 
commissions.  They  were  advices,  not  orders,  vrhicb  they 
drew  up. 

It  reorganized  the  Gomniittee  of  Public  Safety,  and  de- 
creed to  it  all  the  govwmenL  This  was  the  abdication  of 
theConventicm;  but  an  abdication  wbich  gave  it  the  empire. 

xvm. 

The  name  of  the  Oommittee  of  Public  Safety  wa^  alieady 
weS  known  in  the  Convention.  From  the  month  of  March 
preceding,  erery  man  of  presentiment  in  the  Assembly,  as 
Robespierre,  Danton,  Marat,  Isnard,  Albitte,  Bentabole, 
and  Q^iinatte,  had  demanded  unity  of  views,  the  force  of 
action  concentrated  in  a  committee  of  few  members,  and 
reuniting  in  its  hands  aB  the  scattered  threads  of  the  too 
mucb  relaxed  design  of  executive  poveer.  They  had  in- 
stituted this  center  of  govemmtfit.  The  Girondists  had 
there  been  chosen  by  a  majority.  This  instrument  of  force 
was  in  their  hands,  had  they  known  how  to  make  use  of  it. 
The  oiiief  members  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  to 
tiie  number  of  twenty-five,  were  Dubois-Cranc6,  Potion, 
Gensonn6,  'Guyton  de  Morveau  (the  assistant  of  Bufiim), 
Bobespierre,  Barbaroux,  Ruhl,  Vergniaud,  Fabre  d'Kglan- 
tine,  Bnzot,  Delmas,  Condorcet,  Guadet,  Br^ard,  Camus, 
Prieur  (de  la  Mame),  Camille  Desmoulins,  Barrere,  Q,ni- 
nette,  Danton,  Sidy6B,  Lasource,  Isnai'd,  Jean  Debry,  and 
Cunbacerds — that  future  oracle  of  despotism  sprung  from 
the  councils  of  liberty. 

This  committee  possessed  ^e  powei'  of  originating  all 
laws  and  measures  which  were  rendered  exigent  by  the 
iangBT  of  the  country  within  and  without,     Lt  called  the 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


106  TBI   OOmnTTBS   OT  RtBLIO  8AFKTT. 

miniaten  into  tlieir  center,  it  controlled  their  acts,  a&d  nm- 
dered  bh  account  every  eight  days  to  the  Convention. 

Some  Girondists  themeelvM,  united  to  Danton,  propoted 
to  strengthen  it  br  trausfonnin^  anJ  pnriiying  it.  Bazot 
alone,  ibrefleeiDg  death  in  fhe  blade  his  fnendi  were  forg- 
ing, combated  tUa  idea.  U  waa  adopted  in  spit«  of  his  en- 
treatiea.  The  iraniber  of  tbe  netnbetB  in  the  oomnuttee, 
was  Untited  to  nine  in  Ueu  of  twenty-five.  The  right  of 
secrecy  waa  bestowed  opon  it,  tbe  surveillance  of  all  tho 
miniBterB,  tbe  right  of  suspending  the  decrees  wbicb  it 
should  iadgs  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  national  intarest,  and 
tbe  right  to  adopt  of  itself  decrees  of  urgency.  Privata 
ftuids  were  allomd  to  it.  Only  one  singla  act  of  sover- 
eigns was  iMerdict«d — that  of  arbitrery  imprisonineot  of 
the  citizens. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  was  to  be  renewed 
every  month  by  an  election  of  tbe  Assembly.  lis  members 
were  Barrdre,  Delmas,  Br6ard,  Gamboo,  Danton,  Guyton 
de  Horveau,  TbetlhattJ,  Lacroiz  (d'Eure  et  Loire),  and 
Robert  Lindet.  Danton  had  been  exiled  by  the  Girondists 
in  this  committee,  in  order  to  neutralize  his  influence  in  the 
midst  of  the  weak  and  indecisive  members  of  La  Plsiiie. 
They  were  deceived  by  their  tacticB.  Danton,  not  finding 
energy  among  bis  colleagues,  soniEht  in  the  Conunune. 
Danton  had  still  reserved  to  bimself  in  the  commktee,  the 
direction  of  exterior  affairs,  luward  whidi  his  niSversal 
genius,  military  and  diplomatic,  led  him.  He  tfaore  studied 
government  as  a  man  who  meditated  the  assamptiiH)  of  it 
on  some  fiiture  day. 

After  tbe  defeat  of  the  Ginnditta,  Danton  wiAdrew  Um- 
self  from  those  dutiee,  which  mig^t  awaken  envy.  He  re- 
tired to  his  bench,  and  ritrouded  himself  in  apjnrent  indif- 
ference. Envy  Allowed  bira  there.  He  was  accused  on 
account  of  his  retreat,  as  he  had  been  accused  fer  bis 
authority  in  the  committee.  He  saw  that  eertun  names 
could  not  escape  the  attention  of  mankind,  either  by  idat 
or  by  c^Mcurity,  and  that  men  of  fame  were  not  permitted 
to  extingui^  or  conceal  themseWes.  **  Form  anther  com- 
mittee," said  he ;  "  form  it  without  me,  stronger  and  rooro 
nnmerouB,  I  will  be  its  spur  in  place  of  being  iis  bridle." 
These  words,  which  betrayed  8o  high  a  feeling  of  hie  im- 
portance, and  Buch  humiliating  diadain  for  his  coUeaguee, 
smelled  of  the  uanrper,  and  unveiled  ambition. 

They  were  applauded,  but  not«d. 
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After  Buccessire  hentatioD,  noatinatioas,  and  ezpalBtonn, 
the  defitiitiTe  Committee  of  PubUc  Safety,  proclaimed  by 
Dantoa  hinuelf  to  be  s  proTisional  goTMiinient,  was  iiiTost- 
ed  with  ereiy  power.  This  once,  DantOD,  wbo  had  not 
coniideace  in  an  inadtntion  from  which  be  waa  exdnded, 
imprudently  refused  to  enter  it.  Whether  he  thoagfat  he 
should  appear  greater  when  seen  alone,  or  whether  he  de- 
aired  to  isolate  himself  in  disgust  from  pubhc  affaira,  he 
oaused  bimaelf  to  be  represented  by  H^ratiU  de  S^hellee, 
one  of  hia  partisanB,  and  by  Thuriot,  one  of  his  organa. 
RobespierTe,  also,  abstained  &om  entering  the  committee  at 
firet,  that  he  might  not  eclipse  Danton.  But  his  friends  bad 
the  majori^,  and  caused  his  spirit  to  rule  lhm«sn.  The 
eight  raembeiB  were  St.  Just,  Conthon,  Barrdre,  Gaqwrin, 
Thuriot,  H^raolt  de  Sechelles,  Robert  Liodet,  and  Jesn- 
Bon-Saint  Andr6.  G^asparin  hanng  retired,  the  nnanimoui 
cry  of  the  Conyention  pot  Robespierre  in  his  place,  Car- 
■  not  and  Prieur  de  la  CSte-d'Or  Were  called  there,  a  few 
days  afterward,  from  the  neceasity  c^  persoaiQing  the  miU- 
tsiy  |;enins  of  Fruice  in  presence  of  llie  armies  of  the 
couition.  At  length  Billaud-Vatennes  and  Collot  d'Hei^ 
hois  completed  it,  and  carried  the  apirit  of  Jacobinism  to  . 
such  a  beiKht>  that  La  Montagne  complained  of  seeing 
tfaemselveB  languisb  tmder  the  chilly  breath  of  Robe^erre, 
St.  Jiut,  ft'od  Couthon. 

TluiB  was  constituted  this  decemTirate,  winch  took  upon 
itself,  daring  this  conTulsion  of  ionneen  moBths,  fill  the 
dangers,  all  the  power,  sU  the  glory,  and  all  iba  maledio 
tiona  of  postetitr- 

XX. 

The  membera  of  the  Committae  of  Public  Safety  partook 
of  its  atoihiites  accordiDg  to  their  capacitiee.  AbiKty  cast 
1^  lot  and  distinguiBhed  the  ranks.  Influence  was  there 
as  ubiquitous  as  Berrice.  It  deposed  importance,  without 
crer  destroying  mity.  The  extremity  of  the  criais,  the 
nnextinguishable  zeal,  the  danger  ef  weakening  itself  by 
disunion,  the  awom  and  guarded  secrecy,  and  the  difficulty 
i>f  the  task,  beund  together  this  terrible  group,  which  could 
not  betray  its  dissension  but  in  tailing  altogether. 

Billaud-VarenDes  and  Collot  d'Herbois  charged  tbem- 
atHne  with  kindling  the  public  spirit,  throngb  the  corre- 
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spoD  Jenco  of  the  committee  with  the  agents  of  the  republic 
iti  the  depaitmeDts.  Ht.  Just  arrogated  to  himself  the 
ompira  of  establiahed  theories,  as  vague  and  aa  absolute  as 
his  imperturbable  metaphysics.  Couthoo  took  the  sur- 
veillance  of  the  police,  id  cooformity  with  his  ecrutiiiizing 
aod  somber  mind.  The  exterior  Mations  devolved  upon 
Herault  de  S^choDea,  who  was  secretly  inspired  by  tha 
European  genios  of  Dauton.  Robert  Lindet  had  the 
commissariat ;  a  vital  question  at  the  moment  when 
fmmine  was  in  the  towns,  and  disorganized  armies ;  Joao- 
Bon-St-Andr6,  the  marine ;  Frieur,  the  material  adminis- 
tration o(  the  war;  and  Camot  the  supreme  military 
direcdon — the  plans  of  campaigns,  the  inspiration  of  the 
generals,  the  criticism  and  correction  of  their  faults,  the 

f  reparation  of  victories,  and  the  reparation  of  rereiBes. 
t  was  the  armed  genius  of  the  country  defending  the 
frontiers  during  ibe  convulsion  of  the  heart  and  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  veins  of  France.  Prienr  (de  la  Cote-d'Ot) 
assisted  Carnot  in  tbe  details.  Fifteen  hours*  work  every 
day,  his  mind  on  the  stretch  over  all  the  maps  and  all  the 
positions  of  our  campaigns,  animated,  but  did  not  over- 
whelm the  organizing  genius  of  Camot.  He  carried  into 
council  the  tatig  Jra^  and  the  fire  of  the  field  of  battle. 
He  had  tbe  gift  of  choosing  men,  and  his  hand  marked  out 
their  fiiture  iame.  Pichegru,  Hoche,  Moreau,  JourdaD, 
Desaix,  Marceau,  Bonne,  Bonaparte,  and  Klebei,  were 
among  so  many  future  heroes,  ligliis  of  his  discernment. 

Ban4re,  a  pliant,  prompt,  and  literary  spirit,  digested  the 
deliberations  of  tbe  committee,  and  rendered  the  reports  to 
the  Convention  in  brief  and  effective  terms.  He  had  the 
coloring  of  events.  He  uttered  from  the  height  of  the 
tribune  words  prepared  for  the  people.  And,  lastly, 
Robespierre  presided  over  all  questions,  save  that  of  war. 
He  was  the  politician  of  the  committee.  He  designed 
the  end  and  the  road;  the  othera  propelled  the  machine. 
Robespierre  movod  not  the  wheels.  His  attribute  was— 
Thou^t. 

Tbe  debates  were  determined  by  the  majority  of  counciL 
The  signature  of  three  membera,  nevertheless,  sufficed  to 
render  measures  executive.  These  eignatures  of  confi- 
dence were  lent  and  bestowed  too  cruelly  at  a  later  period 
among  these  colleaguea,  and  oft^u  without  examinadon. 
The  precipitation  of  a  committee  which  determined  even 
five  hundred  matters  in  the  course  of  tbe  day,  iik  ouraged 
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these  fkcilitiea  without  justi^ring  them.  Many  heads  feH 
trough  these  fata)  fadlitiea  of  the  pen.  Profimnd  secrecy 
was  obseired.  No  one  knew  who  had  sued  for,  or  who 
had  refused  such  and  such  a  life.  The  reispofiubility 
of  each  member  merged  into  the  general  reepoDsibility. 
All  adopted  every  thing,  eren  though  all  had  not  con- 
senled.  These  men  had  yielded  even  their  reputatioD. 
And,  marvelouB  to  say,  there  was  no  president.  In  a 
chief,  the  appearance  of  a  master  was  dreaded.  An 
anonymoue  dictatorship  was  desired.  The  committee  did 
not  Buffer  from  this  want  of  a  head.  All  were  membtiw  — 
all  were  heads — the  republic  presided. 

XXI. 
Wfa3e  the  Comtmttee  of  Public  Safety,  tbns  transformed 
into  an  executive  council,  pouessed  itself  of  the  govera- 
ment,  the  Convention  called  the  envoys  of  the  primary 
assemblies,  tbe  bearfirs  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  people 
who  sanctioned  the  new  constitution,  to  Paris.  Thess 
envoys  arrived  there  to  the  number  of  eight  thousand. 
The  punter  David  conceived  the  JUe  whicD  assimilated, 
in  a  like  popular  Holemnity  ou  the  Champ-de-Mars,  the 
anniversary  of  the  lOth  ctf  Angust  and  the  acceptation 
of  the  cotMtitution.  David  was  inspired  by  Robespierre. 
Nature,  reason,  creed,  country — were  the  only  divinities 
who  presided  at  this  regeneration  of  the  social  worid. 
The  people  were  there  uie  only  majesty.  Symbols  and 
allegories  were  the  sole  objects  of  adoration.  Soul  was 
wanting  there,  because  God  was  absent.  Robespierre 
dared  not  yet  unveil  his  image.  The  place  of  union  and 
the  point  of  departure  of  the  eortige,  as  in  all  the  Jita 
of  the  RevoIutioD,  was  the  site  of  tbe  Baslile,  marked  as' 
the  first  step  of  the  republic.  The  authorities  of  Paris, 
.  the  members  of  the  Commune,  tbe  envoys  of  the  primary 
assemblies,  the  Cordeliers,  the  Jacobins,  the  fratemd 
societies  of  women,  the  people  e»  mtute,  and  the  Con- 
vention, in  short,  assembled  there  at  sunrise.  Upon  the 
KTOund  of  the  Bastile  a  fountain,  called  the  Fountain  of 
Regeneration,  washed  away  the  traces  of  former  servitude. 
A  colossal  statue  of  Nature,  whose  breasts  poured  forth 
water,  presided  over  this  founlaiD.  H^ranlt  de  Sucbelles, 
president  of  the  Convention,  received  the  water  in  a  cup 
of  gold,  raised  it  to  his  lips,  and  transraitt^  it  to  the  moat 
aged  irf  the  citizens.     "  I  am  on  the  verge  of  the  tomb," 
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exclaimed  the  old  inBD>  "but  I  think  I  shall  be  bom  anew 
with  the  regenerated  buman  race."  The  cup  circulated 
from  baud  to  hand  among  all  the  aasistanta.  The  cortige 
defiled,  to  the  aonnd  of  cannon,  upon  the  Boulevaids. 

£acfa  locie^  rsioed  ita  flag,  each  section  itg  symbol.  The 
membera  of  the  Coavention  advanced  last,  each  one  hold- 
ing in  the  hand  a  bouquet  of  flowers,  fivit,  and  fresh  eai-s  ot 
corn.  The  tables  on  which  the  rights  of  men  were  written, 
and  the  ark  in  which  the  constitution  was  enclosed,  were 
carried  as  holy  relics  into  the  midst  of  the  Convention,  by 
mght  of  its  ntembers.  !Bighty-aix  envoys  of  the  primary  as- 
semblies, representing  the  eighty-siK  depai'tmenta,  walked 
round  the  members  of  the  Convention,  imd  unrolled  from 
one  band  to  the  other,  around  the  national  representation,  a 
long  tri-colored  ribbon,  which  seemed  to  aichain  the  depu- 
ties in  the  bonds  of  the  country.  A  national ,^uci<,  crown- 
ed with  olive  branches,  exemplified  the  .recoaciliaiion  and 
the  unity  of  the  members  of  tbe  republic.  The  ibaodliagB 
in  their  cradles,  the  deaf  and  dumb  converung  in  the  lan- 
guage of  signs,  which  science  had  j^ven  them ;  the  ashes  of 
heroes  who  had  died  for  their  country,  iocloeed  in  urns; 
whereon  tbeir  names  were  inscribed ;  a  triumphal  far,  sur- 
rounded by  the  laborer,  his  wife  and  his  children ;  and, 
lastly,  tumbrils  loaded,  as  if  they  were  vile  spoils,  with 
fragments  ef  tiaras,  sceptres,  crowns,  and  broken  araii0~a]l 
these  symbols  of  slavery,  superstition,  pride,  benevolence, 
labor,  gb>ry,  innocence,  rural  life,  and  warlike  virtue 
marched  behind  tbe  representatives.  Close  by  a  station 
before  le«  Invalides,  where  the  multitude  saluted  dieiz  own 
image  in  a  colossal  statue  of  the  people  trampling  on  fed- 
eralism, the  crowd  dispersed  itself  over  the  Champ-de- 
Mars,  Tbe  represfflHatives  and  established  cor'pa  ranged 
themselves  upon  she  steps  of  tbe  altar  t^  the  country.  A 
mUliiMi  of  heads  bristled  upon  the  sloping  steps  of  this  im- 
mense amphithsatre ;  a  million  of  voices  swore  to  defend 
the  principles  of  this  socia.1  code,  presented  by  H^rault  de 
S^chelles  to  the  acceptation  of  the  republic.  Tbe  salvos  ot 
mnoon  seemed  themselves  to  swear  extermination  of  the 
foes  of  the  country. 

XXII. 

Public  instinct,  however,  only  accepted  tbe  consdtutiou 

as  a  future  matter.     Every  one  felt  tfiat  its  execution  should 

be  adjourned  until  tbe  pacification  of  the  empire.    Liberty, 
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according  to  La  Montague,  wai  an  arm  which  &e  Hevola- 
tion  should  have  reatored  to  its  enemies,  and  which  at  this 
moment  would  have  served  to  undermine  liberty  itself.  No 
regular  .constitution  could  fiilfill  itfl  duties  in  the  hands  of 
enemies  of  every  democratic  constitution.  A  petition  from 
the  envoys  of  the  departments  urged  the  Convention  to 
continue  the  government  alone.  Peril  called  fbr  aibitrsry 
measures.  Pacfae  re-asaembled  the  Commune,  and  caused 
the  rappel  to  be  beaten  in  all  the  aections.  An  address, 
drawn  up  by  Robespierre,  vras  carried  by  thousands  of 
citizens  to  the  Convention',  to  conjure  them  to  retain  the 
supreme  power.  This  dialogue  of  a  thousand  voices  of  the 
people  and  its  representatives,  was  accompanied  by  sound 
cf  drums  and  the  voice  of  the  tocsin.  It  was  evident  that 
the  Jacobins  exercised  the  inSaence  of  the  people  over  the 
Convention  to  make  it  give  birth  to  terror.  "  Legislators," 
said  they  in  the  address,  "  elevate  yourselves  to  ue  h«ght 
of  the  great  destiny  of  France.  The  French  people  are 
themsetvea  above  their  pedis.  We  have  pointed  out  to  you 
tite  sublime  step  of  a  general  appeal  to  the  people ;  yon 
have  only  ao^iiired  the  first  rank.  Half  measures  are  al- 
ways mortal  in  extreme  danger.  It  b  easier  to  move  a  - 
whole  nation  than  a  part  of  it.  If  you  required  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  perhaps  you  would  not  find  them ;  if 
you  demand  milHous  of  republicans,  you  would  see  them 
arise  to  crush  the  enemies  of  liberty !  The  people  no 
longer  desire  a  war  of  tactics,  where  traitorous  and  perfidi- 
ous generals  sell  the  blood  of  the  citizens.  Ordain  a  fixed 
hour  when  the  tocsin  of  Eberty  shall  sound  throughout  the 
republic.  Let  no  one  be  exempted  ;  let  agriculture  alone 
reserve  the  arms  necessary  fbr  t^e  sowing  of  the  earth  and 
Ae  reaping  of  the  harvest ;  let  the  coutso  of  things  be 
InterrupteiT;  .let  the  gnmd  and  only  busiuees  of  the  French 
be  to  save  the  repnbhc ;  let  the  means  of  execution  not  dia> 
quiet  you— ^wily  decree  the  principle !  "We  will  present  to 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  the  means  of  making  the 
national  thunder  burst  upon  all  tyrants  and  all  slaves  I" 

XXI  n. 
This  subterfuge  of  the  Jacobms  was  transparent.  The 
real  meaning  was  terror,  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and 
death.  The  Committee  of  PubUc  Safety  blushed  at  the  in- 
sufficiency of  its  measures  in  defense  of  the  frontiers.  It 
withdrew  into  its  office,  and  reported,  while  holding  its  sit- 
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tioK,  ihe  project  of  a  oew  decree,  vrbich  raised  all  France. 
''  The  geoeralB,"  said  Barrere,  in  his  report,  "  have  until 
now  not  known  the  true  national  temperament.  The  irrup- 
tion, the  sudden  attack,  the  inundation  of  an  excited  peu- 
{de,  drowning  in  its  tumultuous  waves  faordeB  of  enemies, 
and  overthrowing  the  dykes  of  desputism — such  ia  the  im 
age  of  a  war  of  liberty.  The  Romans  were  tacticians — they 
conquered  an  enslaved  world ;  the  free  Gauls,  without 
other  tactics  than  their  impetuosity,  destroyed  the  Roman 
empire. 

"  It  is  thus  that  the  impetuosity  of  the  French  shall  level 
with  the  dust  this  colossus  of  coalition.  When  a  great  peo- 
ple desire  to  be  free,  they  are  so,  provided  their  territory 
lumishes  them  meted  wherewith  to  forge  aims."  The 
Convention  urose  in  enthusiasm,  as  an  example  of  repre- 
sentatives tu  citizens,  and  voted  the  following  decree  : — 

XXIV. 
"  From  this  moment  and  until  the  day  when  the  enemy 
shall  have  been  driven  from  the  territory  of  the  republic,  all 
the  French  are  in  permanent  requisition  for  the  service  of 
tfae  armies.  The  young  men  will  go  to  battle,  the  married 
men  will  forge  arms  and  transport  provisions,  the  women 
will  make  tents  and  clothes,  and  will  serve  in  the  hospitals: 
the  children  will  make  lint  to  dress  the  wounded;  the  old 
men  will  cause  themselves  to  be  carried  to  tbo  public  places, 
to  excite  the  courage  of  the  warriors,  the  hatred  of  kings, 
and  the  love  of  the  repnbUc.  The  national  buildings  wiU 
be  converted  into  barracks,  the  .public  places  into  armories. 
The  soil  of  the  cellars  will  be  lyed  to  extract  the  saltpeter 
from  it.  Arms  of  calibre  will  be  exclusively  confided  to 
those  who  march  against  the  enemy.  Fowling  pieces  and 
naked  weapons  will  be  bestowed  upon  the  public  force  in 
the  intetior.  Saddle-horses  will  be  required  to  complete 
the  corps  of  cavalry.  All  draught  borseSi  which  are  not  re- 
quired for  agriculture,  will  conduct  the  artillery  and  provis- 
ions. The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  is  charged  to  origi- 
nate every  thing,  to  organize  every  thing,  to  require  all 
throughout  tbe  republic,  men  and  matenal,  for  the  exe- 
cution  of  these  measures.  The  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  sent  into  their  respective  circuits,  are  invested 
with  absolute  powers  for  this  objecL  The  levy  will  be 
general.  Those  citizens  who  are  unmarried,  or  widowers 
without  children,  will  march  first.     Tliey  will  repair  to  the 
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principal  place  in  their  districts,  and  will  there  be  exercis- 
ed in  the  use  of  arma,  until  their  departure  for  the  armies. 
The  banner  of  each  organized  battalion  shall  bear  this  in- 
smptiou ;  '  Le  peitplt  Francois  d^out  amtre  lea  tyrgnM  I' " 
These  meaBuree,  very  fer  from  alarming  the  generality 
of  France,  were  rec^ved  by  patriots  with  the  eothusiasm 
itrhicb  bad  inspired  them.  Battaliona  were  raised  with 
mGre  celerity  and  regularity  than  in  1793.  On  re^tering 
the  lists  of  the  first  oScen  who  were  named,  ^1  the  heroic 
names  of  the  military  empire  of  France  were  there  to  be 
found.  They  sprung  from  the  republic.  The  glory  with 
which  despotism  aimed  itself  at  a  later  period  agunst  lib 
erty,  belonged  endrely  to  the  Rerolurion. 

XXV. 

These  decrees  were  completed  in  the  space  of  two 
months  by  others  impressed  with  the  same  defensive  en- 
ergy. It  was  the  organization  of  the  enthnmasm  and  the 
despair  of  a  people  who  knew  how  to  die,  and  of  a  cause 
which  must  triumph.  France  was  at  the  -TfaermopylB  of 
the  Resolution,  but  this  Thermopylae  wa«  as  extended  as 
the  frontiers  of  the  republic,  and  die  combatants  conristed 
of  twen^-eigfat  millions  of  men. 

The  Commission  of  Finance,  through  Gambou,  its-  re- 
porter and  its  oracle,  ruled  with  an  honest  and  healing  hand 
over  the  disorder  of  the  bankrupt  treasury,  and  over  the 
chaos  into  wbich  the  mass  and  discredit  of  the  aseignats 
had  thrown  private  and  public  afiairs.  There  were  in  cir- 
culation about  four  thousand  millions  of  franco,  of  valueless 
ftssignatt.  On  one  hand,  the  loan  forced  on  the  rich,  equiv- 
lent  to  neariy  one  year's  revenue— a  light  tax  to  save  the 
capital  by  saving  the  country — caused  one  thousand  mil- 
Kons  of  asaignats  to  come  into  the  hands  of  government. 
Cambon  burned  them  as  he  received  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  mass  of  taxes  in  arrear  amounted  almost  to  a 
thousand  millions.  Cambtm  absorbed  them  at  a  nominal 
price  in  the  cash  of  the  state.  The  sum  of  paper  money 
thus  was  reduced  to  two  thousand  millions.  To  raise  these 
Bssignats  in  public  opinion,  Cambon  abolished  all  com- 
panies who  produced  actions,  to  the  effect  that  the  assignat 
should  become  the  only  national  action  in  circulation.  Cap- 
italists were  prohibited  from  investing  their  funds  otherwise 
than  in  the  French  banks.  The  commerce  of  gold  and 
diver  was  interdicted,  on  pain  of  death.     These  metah 
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were  reserved,  fmni  urgent  economy,  for  the  use  of  die 
minL  To  increase  the  quantity  of  ready  money  requisite 
for  the  amail  daily  transactions  of  the  people,  the  bells  o^ 
the  chufchee  were  cast,  and  the  sacred  metat  was  thrown 
to  the  people,  struck  into  coin  of  the  republic. 

Cambon  furthennore  sounded  the  gulf  of  the  debt  of  the 
state  toward  individuals.  The  word  bankrupt  might  h&ve 
filled  up  this  gulf,  but  it  would  have  choked  it  with  spoil, 
with  debt,  and  with  teare.  Cambon  deaired  that  probity, 
the  virtue  of  citizens  amongst  themselves,  should  be,  above 
all,  the  virtue  of  the  repubhc  toward  its  creditors.  He  ex- 
ecuted a  measure  of  equity.  He  took  possession  of  all  the 
claims,  he  valued  them,  be  amalgamated  them  under  one 
general  and  uniform  title,  whicfa  he  called  the  Led^r  of  the 
National  Debt.  Each  creditor  was  inscribed  in  this  ledger, 
for  a  sum  equivalant  to  that  which  the  state  acknowledged 
to  owe  him.  Tbe  state  paid  the  interest  of  this  recc^ized 
sum  St  five  per  cent. 

This  stock,  which  was  fireely  boagbt  and  sold,  thus  be- 
came a  real  capitsJ  in  the  bands  of  the  cpedUora  of  the 
state.  The  state  could  redeem  itself  should  the  stock  in 
commerce  fall  below  par,  that  is  to  s&y,  in  regard  to  the 
interest  of  the  capital  at  five  pM'  cent.  This  operalioa 
would  exempt  the  state  without  oppression  and  without  in- 

{'ustice.  As  to  the  capital,  that  was  never  to  be  team- 
luraed.  Tbe  government  acknowledged  itself  the  debtor 
of  a  perpetual  interest,  and  not  of  a  capital.     The  per^ 

Sstual  rent  had  moreover  this  poliueal  advantage,  of  com- 
ining  tbe  interest  of  the  masses  of  the  citiEons  with  tbe 
fortune  of  the  state,  and  of  repnblicanirang  tbe  creditoia 
by  their  Interest..  In  sfaoit,  it  created  a  fruitful  gaim  of 
public  credit,  even  in  the  ruin  of  private  fbitune.  The 
public  prmperity  of  France  still  at  tbis  day  rests  upon  tbe 
basu  iaatituted  by  Cambon. 

XXVI. 
The  unity  of  woigbts  and  measures;  ^le  apptication  of 
tbe  discovery  of  balloons  to  military  operatltma;  tbe  estabr 
lishment  of  telegraphic  lines  to  bear  tbe  band  of  govern- 
ment, as  promptly  as  its  thoughts,  to  the  extremities  of  the 
republic ;  the  formatiiin  of  national  museums  to  excite  by 
example  tbe  taste  and  cultivation  of  the  arts ;  the  creation 
of  an  uniform  civil  code  for  all  parts  of  France,  to  tbe  end 
that  justice  should  there  be  as  one  with  die  counti^ ;  in 
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BhoTt,  public  eclucarion,  that  second  nature  of  civilized  peo- 
ple, were  the  objects  of  the  many  discuseionB  and  decrees 
which  attested  to  the  tvorld  that  the  republir  had  faith  in 
itself,  and  founded  a  iiiture,  hj  dispndng  the  morrow  with 


£qnality  of  education  was  proclaimed,  as  a  principle 
flowing  from  the  rights  of  man.  To  give  two  souls  to  the 
people  was  to  create  two  people  into  one,  and  to  make 
helots  and  aristocrats  of  tntelUg^nce.  On  the  other  hand, 
to  compel  all  the  children  of  fortune,  of  different  religions 
and  conditions,  to  receive  the  same  education  in  the  na- 
tional establish meuis,  was  to  falsify  all  social  order,  to  con- 
found all  professions,  and  to  violate  a!!  family  freedom. 

Rohespierre  desired,  and  vraa  bound  to  desire,  this  forced 
education,  in  the  radically  balanced  lo?ic  of  bis  ideas, 
wherein  ftmily,  condition,  profeesion,  'and  fiirtune  disap- 
peared but  to  ^ve  place  to  two  unities — t'ho  country  and 
man.  The  unnorm  tyranny  of  the  design  of  the  state  ought, 
on  his  prinriples,  to  precede  justice  and  equality  oraong  ita 
children.  The  Convention  decreed  national  estahlishtnenta 
of  public  education,  which  all  the  youths  of  the  country 
eboiild  be  compelled  to  frequent;  hut  it  permitted  families 
the  ri^t  of  retaining  their  children  under  the  paternal  roof; 
thus  bestowing  instmction  upon  the  stale,  education  to  the 
fittbens,  heart  to  the  famUy,  and  soul  to  the  country. 

XXVII. 

EV»m  decrees  of  violence,  vengeance,  and  sacrilege, 
sprung  these  decrees  of  povrer,  wiadom,  and  magnaniimty. 
Tbe  menacing  movements  of  the  people  of  Paris,  who  were 
beset  with  tbe  reality  of  fkmtne  and  toe  phantom  of  tnonop- 
oly,  tbe  ratings  of  Cnaumette  and  Hubert  in  the  Commune, 
compiled  the  Convention  to  make  deplorable  concessions, 
which  resembled  20^,  but  which  were  only  weakness.  In 
requiring  from  the  people  all  their  energy,  the  Convention 
eonsidered  itself  also  obliged  to  put  up  with  all  their  trans- 
ports. It  was  not  as  yet  strong  enough  to  govern  its  ovra 
force.  The  Convention  decreed  a  maximum — that  is  to 
say,  an  arbitrary  price— below  which  no  bread,  meat,  fish, 
salt,  wine,  coals,  wood,  soap,  oil,  sugar,  iron,  hides,  tobacco, 
and  Btuffi  could  be  sold.  It  fixed,  Kkewise,  the  maximum 
of  wages.  It  was  making  itself  master  of  all  the  liherW  in 
eomtnercial  transactions,  in  speculation  and  labor,  which 
vxut  only  to  a  state  of  liberty.     It  was  pla<»ng  die  hand  of 
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tbe  BlBte  among  all  sellerB,  all  purchasen,  all  laborara,  and 
all  proprietors  of  the  republic  Such  a  law  could  not  buL 
proaucff  the  concealment  of  capital,  the  cessation  of  work, 
the  languor  of  all  circulation,  and  the  ruin  of  all.     It  ia  the 


bandman  to  sive  hia  com,  and  the  baker  to  give  hia  bread, 
below  tbe  pnce  that  then  proTiwous  cost  them,  would  be 
to  command  the  one  to  sow  no  more,  and  the  other  no 
longer  to  knead. 

xivni. 

The  maximum  brought  forth  its  fruit  by  compressing  in 
ever^  direction  the  circulation  of  ready  money,  labor,  and 
provuions.  The  people  laid  the  blame  of  these  calamities 
of  QBlure  upon  tbe  rich,  upon,  the  merchants,  and  upon  the 
counter-revolutioDiBts.  They  pursued  the  counter-revolu- 
ludon,  even  to  its  most  impotent  victims,  buried  in  tbe  dun- 
geons  of  the  Temple,  and  the  remains  of  its  kings  interred 
m  the  tombs  of  Saint  Denis.  The  Convenbon  decreed, 
"  that  the  process  against  the  queen,  Marie  Antoinette, 
should  be  acted  upon;  that  tbe  royalist  tombs  of  Saint 
Denis  should  be  destroyed,  and  the  aues  of  the  kings  swept 
from  the  temple  which  the  superstitiou  of  royalty  had  con* 
secrated  to  tbem."  These  concesnons  were  not  enough  for 
the  people.  They  demanded  loudly  a  zealous  tribunal  re- 
specting property  or  pillage.  "  If  you  do  not  give  us  justice 
on  the  rich,"  exclaimed  an  orator  in  the  Jacobins,  "  we  will 
take  it  ourselves." 

The  addresses  of  tbe  societies  of  the  departments  also 
demanded  an  insdtution  which  should  restrain  the  force  of 


the  people,  and  regulate  their  violence,  in  the  shape  of  a 
perambulating  army,  charged  with  tbe  executiim  of  its  will. 
This  was  ihe  revolutionary  army,  to  wit,  a  corps  of  popular 
pretorians,  composed  of  veterans  of  the  insurrection,  hard- 
ened against  tears,  blood,  and  punishment,  and  parading 
throughout  the  whole  repubUc~~uie  instrument  of  death  and 

Crowds  of  workmen,  of  beggars,  and  women,  vociferating 
death  or  bread,  collected  round  the  Hdtel-de-Ville,  and 
threatened  the  alarmed  Conves  don  with  anew  3]8t  of  May, 

Hubert  and  Chaumette  encoujuged  these  asaemblage& 
Robespierre  one  while  appeared  indignant  at  this  excess  of 
anarchy,  wtucb  proceedea  to  aonihilate  the  Kevoludon  bj 
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revolatton  itself;  at  another,  feigned  to  comprebend  it,  to 
pardon  it,  and  himeelf  to  inetigate,  in  order  yet  to  rule  it. 
"  The  people  are  alarmed  by  persuading  them  that  provis' 
iona  will  fail  them,"  said  be  to  the  Jacobins.  "  The  desire 
seems  to  be,  to  arm  ihem  against  themaelves,  to  carry  them 
to  the  prisons,  there  to  murder  the  prisoDers,  well  assured 
that  meaiM  would  there  be  Ibuad  to  allow  the  wretches  to 
escape  who  are  detained  there;  and  to  allow  the  innocent 
or  the  patriM,  whom  error  might  have  conducted  there,  to 
perish.  At  the  moment  when  I  speak  to  you,  I  am  assured 
that  Facbe  is  himself  besiegecl  by  some  wretches  who  abuse, 
immlt,  and  threaten  him !" 

The  embarrassment  o£  Hobespietre  waa  visible  in  these 
words,  yielding  with  one  hand,  to  grasp  with  the  other,  the 
errors  of  the  people  who  led  him.     He  had  not,  with  com* 

iilacency  counted,  like  Marat,  the  number  of  heads  to  be 
aid  low  by  thd  steel,  to  arrive  at  this  result.  He  would 
have  vrished  to  have  been  able  to  abstun  from  death  in  his 
work  of  regeneration ;  but  he  accepted  evaa  that  as  a  last 
necessity. 

XXIX. 

Robeepierre  in  Tun  essayed  many  times  to  restrain  these 
petitioners,  thirsty  for  pillage  and  blood.  His  popularity, 
with  difficulty,  survived  hia  resistance  to  excess.  He  often 
entered  alone  and  forsaken  into  his  dwelling. 

Pacbe  came  one  night  to  confer  secretly  with  him  upon 
the  means  of  calming  these  ebullitions.  "It  is  done;  said 
Kobespierre  to  Pacbe ;  "  it  is  all  over  with  the  Kevolution, 
if  it  be  abandoned  to  these  fools.  The  people  must  be  de- 
fended by  terrible  institutions,  or  tbey  mil  tear  themselves 
to  pieces  with  the  aims  with  which  tbey  think  to  defend 
themselvee.  The  Convention  has  but  one  method  of  wrest- 
ing the  blade  from  them ;  that  ia,  to  take  it  itself,  and  strike 
its  enemies  without  pity."  He  was  indignant  at  Chau~ 
mette,  Hubert,  Varlet,  and  Vincent,  who  fomented  these 
commotions  of  the  multitude.  "  Do  not  permit,"  said  he 
to  Fache,  "  these  children  of  the  Revolution  to  n>ort  with 
the  thunder  of  the  people  :  let  ns  direct  k  ourselves,  or  it 
will  burst  and  destroy  us."  Fache  went,  however,  to  the 
sittbg  of  the  6th  of  September,  to  present  there  the  pre- 
tended claim  of  Paris.  He  charged  Chaumette  with  tbe 
reading  of  the  petition,  thereby  leaving  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  Commune  the  responsibility  of  an  act  to  which  he  wa« 
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IdtBMlf  TkiUy  opposed.  "CitiEeiw,"  wd  Chftunwttc 
tbey  derire  to  atarre  iu.  Thej'  wish  to  compel  the  people 
to  exchange  with  ahame  Aeir  Bovereignty^  fer  ■  noorael  of 
bread.  New  ariatocrata,  no  leas  cmel,  no  leas  ooretoiu,  no 
less  insolent  than  the  old  ones,  have  raised  tbemselvee  upon 
the  ruina  of  feadaliam.  Tbey  calcalste  with  an  atroaoos 
indifference  bow  much  they  may  derive  from  a  fannne,  an 
hMUTTeotion,  and  a  massacre.  Wbere  is  the  aim  which 
riiall  turn  your  weapons  against  the  fareuH  of  these  trai- 
tors) Where  is  Uie  hand  to  atrike  ibese  guihy  beads} 
Your  enemies  must  be  destroyed,  or  tfaey  wilideatroy  yon. 
They  have  defied  the  people ;  ihe  peoj^  this  day  accept 
the  defiance.  The  mass  of  tbe  people  will  crash  them  m 
the  end  I  And  yoot  Montage,  f<»ever  celebrated  is  the 
the  pages  of  bisuny,  be  you  tbe  Sinai  of  the  French  I  Hnrl 
the  decrees  of  the  justice  and  tbe  will  of  tbe  people  in  tbe 
midst  of  thunder  I  Holy  Montagoe  I  becAnie  a  volcano, 
^lose  lava  ahall  devour  our  enemies  I  No  more  cpiaiter  1 
No  more  mercy  fbr  traitors  I  Let  ua  place  between  tben 
and  UB  ihe  barrier  of  eternity  !  We  demand  of  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  Paris  assembled  yesterday  upon  tbe 
public  place,  tbe  formation  of  a  rerolutionBiy  army.  Let 
this  be  followed  up  by  an  inconnpdble  tribunal,  and  tbe  in- 
strument of  death,  which  cuta  off  at  one  blow  tbe  conqni^ 
aciea  with  the  lives  of  the  traitort." 

Ead  of  theae  apoatiopbes  of  Ghannette  waa  intemipted 
by  tbe  applause  of  La  Montagne  and  of  tbe  tribniiM.  The 
propositions  of  tbe  oratOT,  summed  um  into  "•-^rn^  by  Mobe 
Bayle,  were  unanimonsly  voted.  The  deputation  of  Jact^ 
bins,  escited  in  die  evening  by  Royer,  spoke  aAerward. 
"  Impunity  emboldens  our  enemieB,"  said  tbey.  "  Tbe 
people  are  discouraged  by  seeing  die  most  guUty  escape 
their  vengeance.  Brissot  still  breathes— that  monster  vom- 
ited forth  by  England  to  disturb  and  abackte  tbe  R«vo1b- 
tion.  Let  him  be  judged — he  and  hia  accomplices.  Tbe 
pet^le  are  also  indignant  at  seeing  pnvileg^  pemona  in 
the  midst  of  the  republic.  Why,  V^^gniatid,  Gensonn^  and 
other  wretches,  degraded  by  their  treason  from  tbe  dignity 
of  representatives,  would  have  a  palace  for  a  prison,  wfaile 
tbe  poor  fSM  etiiotte*  groan  in  their  duugeons  under  the 
poignards  of  the  federatista  I  It  is  time  that  eqnalityabooU 
diroct  Its  scythe  over  all  hoftda  ■  it  is  time  to  teiri^  aO  lbs 
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uoiupiratorB !  Well,  then,  legisl&tors,  lot  terror  he  the  or- 
der of  the  day'. 

At  these  wwde,  as  at  a  revelaiiou  of  public  fury,  applaiise< 
shook  the  bolL  "  Let  ua  be  in  a  state  of  revolution,  since 
the  couQter-revoludoQ  is  every  where  plotted  by  our  ene- 
Riiea."  (*'  Yes,  yes,  replied  La  Montague,  rising.)  Let  the 
steel  level  all  guilty  heads  I  lostitute  a  revoludonary 
array ;  institute  a  tribunal  of  terror  as  its  attendant ;  let 
the  instrument  ,of  tbe  law's  vengeance  accampany  it ! 
Baniah  all  tbe  itoblea,  iiaprison  them  uutil  llie  peace ;  that 
blood-thirsty  race  shall  hencefotth  see  no  blood  flow  but 
tbeir  own!" 

Tbe  president  announced,  in  his  aaawer,  that  the  Con-- 
vention  iiad  already  uifi^pated  the  demands  of  the  people 
and  of  the  Jacobins,  and  diat  it  was  about  to  fulfill  uien. 

sxxi: 

Barrdre,  who  was  eautioned  by  Robf%pierre  and  pre- 
pared for  tbe  evening,  ascended  the  tribune,  in  the  name 
of  the  Committee  of  FuUic  Safety,  to  demand  the  organiza- 
tion of  terror,  and  to  regulate  it  when  decreed.  "  For  some 
^e  past,"  said  be,  "tbe  aristocrats  of  the  interitw  have 
meditated  a  movemenL  Well,  they  shall  have  thia  motion; 
bat  it  shall  be  against  tbeme«ilvea.  They  ^alt  have  it  or- 
ganized and  regulated  by  a  revolutttHiaFy  army,  which  will, 
in  short,  execute  that  great  nuttto  which  we  owe  to  the  Com- 
mune of  Paris.  Let  us  inalitme  terror  as  the  order  of  the 
day.  Tbe  Royalists  desire  blood :  well,  they  vnll  have  that 
of  the  conspirators,  of  Brissot,  of  Marie  Antoinettal  This 
is  no  longer  iliegsl  vengeance,  it  proceeds  from  extraordi- 
nary tribunals,  which  have  wrought  it.  You  will  not  be 
astonisbed  at  the  means  which  we  shall  present  to  yon, 
when  you  know  tbat  from  the  depth  of  their  prisons  these 
mak&ctors  still  conspire,  and  that  ^ey  are  the  rallying  poini 
of  OUT  enemies.  If  you  desire  to  annihilate  La  Montagne, 
well!  La  MontagnO  will  crush  you." 

The  decree  which  these  words  summed  ap,  was  carried 
by  acclamation  iu  tbeee  terms  : — "  There  shall  be  in  Faria 
an  armed  force  of  six  thousand  men,  and  twelve  hundred 
artillery,  destined  to  reetraln  the  counter-re volutionisU,  and 
to  execute  every  where  the  revolutionary  laws,  and  the 
measures  of  public  safety  decreed  by  the  National  Con- 
ventioa.     This  army  shall  be  organized  dutiiw  tbe  day." 

A  aecond  decree  banbhed  ^  thoaa  whohM  X 
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tu  the  miKtaiy  establishment  of  the  triog  or  tiis  brothen  to 
a  distacce  of  twenty  leagues  fiom  Paris. 
-    A  third   ordained  that  BriBsot,  YergnJaud,  Gr«nBonn£, 
Clavi^re,  Lehrun,  aod  Baudry,  the  BMretaiy  of  Lebran, 
(hould  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  revohittODary  tribn- 

A  fonrth  re-established  nocturnal  viRts  in  the  dweHingt 
of  the  citizens. 

A  fifth  ordered  the  transportation  of  common  womaa, 
who  corrupted  the  nninien  and  encorated  the  repubhcanism 
of  the  youag  citiasena,  beyond  sea. 

A  aixth  voted  a  payment  of  two  francs  per  day  to  those 
workmen  tAo  left  Umi  workshops  to  assist  in  the  assem- 
blies  of  Aeir  section ;  and  of  three  frana  per  day  to  the 
men  of  the  people  who  should  be  members  of  the  rerolu- 
tionary  committees.  It  fixed  two  sittings  per  week,  the 
Sunday  and  the^Thursday,  fi>r  these  patriodc  assemblies. 
The  sittings  were  to  commence  at  five  o'clock  and  to  finish 
Mten. 

Lastly,  a  seventh  reorganized  the  revolutionary  tribunal. 
It  was  the  j  ustice  of  terror. 

This  tritHinal,  instituted  by  the  vengeance  of  the  morrow 
of  the  10th  of  August,  had  been  until  then  tempered  by  the 
films  and  humanity  of  the  Girondists.  In  two  yewe,  it  bad 
only  tried  one  hundred  accused,  and  had  ao^uittod  the 
greater  number  of  them.  The  installation  of  this  tiibnual 
of  state  recalled  by  its  forms,  that  the  people  took  all  power 
into  their  own  bands,  even  justice ;  and  ^at  they  were  to 
sit  themselves,  and  judge  their  enemies  by  means  of  juries 
composed  of  citizens  chosen  from  and  ele<^ed  by  the  crowd. 

XIXII. 

This  decree  of  the  reorganization  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  was  hardly  carried  when  the  Convention  named 
die  judges  and  juries.  The  judges  were  men  chosen  by 
the  Jacobins,  from  their  ultra  principles  and  inflexibilin 
of  heart ;  the  juries  from  men  of  bluid  patriotism  and  of 
voluntary  compliance  with  the  paasion  which  employed 
them.  Party  spirit  constituted  all  their  justice.  They 
believed  themselves  honest  in  not  refudng  any  head,  and 
Incorruptible  in  interdicting  themselves  from  all  pity. 

FoBseased  by  one  principle,  the  grandeur  of  the  caoae 
and  the  interest  of  the  people  removed  crime  Irom  dieoK 
•ad  only  showed  them  the  lesuh. 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOg[c 


THE   ■KVOLDTIONAKY   TRIBDMAL.  lai 

Death,  according  to  them,  was  naceaeary  in  the  dawn  of 
the.  Revolution.  They  consented  to  act  the  part  of  death. 
Such  men  are  found  throughout  all  bbtorr :  as  wood,  iron 
and  Rre  are  found  to  conBtiuct  an  instrument  of  puni^^ 
ment,  so  are  jadges  found  to  condemn  the  vanquished— 
BateUites  to  pursue  the  victims — and  executionera  to  im- 
molate them. 

XXXIII. 
The  judges  were,  Hermann,  president  of  the  tribunal 
of  the  P&B-de-Calaia ;  Sellier,  judge  at  Paris;  DumUi 
of  Louis  de  Sanhiier ;  Brule,  Coffinhal,  Fouchault,  Bra- 
vetz,  of  the  Hautes  Alpes ;  Deli^ge,  Subleyrao,  erf  the 
South;  Lefetz,  of  Arras;  Verteuil,  Lanne,  of  Saint  Pol  in 
Picardy;  Hagmey,  of  the  Jura  ;  Massen,  Denjzot,  Horny, 
a  literary  man ;  David,  of  Lille ;  Maire,  Trinchard,  and 
Lederc  AlmoU  all  badrristeis,  lawyers,  or  underlings,  ac- 
customed to  those  le^l  subtilties  that  harden  the  heart,  and 
tbe  formafittes  that  stifle  conscience.  The  jury  was  formed 
of  citizens  of  Paris  or  the  departments,  chosen  from  the 
inferior  class  of  artisans,  possessing  no  other  guide  than 
their  instinct,  or  claim  iban  their  devotion;  they  were  se- 
lected for  their  ignorance,  as  that  insured  their  obedience. 
The  Convention  then  appointed  Ronsin  general-in-chief 
of  die  revolutionary  array.  Since  the  maasacres  of  Meux, 
in  which  Ronsin  took  part,  his  name  possessed  the  prestige 
of  terror  and  blood.  Ronsin,  the  protege  of  Danton  and 
the  friend  of  Chaumette  and  Hebert,  had  gained  every 
step  in  rank  amid  the  insun-ection  of  Paris.  Anlently 
desiring  glory,  he  had  at  first  sought  it  in  literary  pursuits, 
and  then  in  the  deepest  abysses  of  demsgogism,  casting 
aside  the  pen  for  the  sword.  He  recruited  the  revolutioa- 
«ry  army  among  all  tbe-horde  of  bandits  that  filled  Paris. 

When  the  army  was  organized  and  the  tribunal  com- 
posed, there  yet  remained  to  point  out  and  lega.Uy  to  hand 
over  to  them  the  guilty.  A  great  accusatory  law — universal 
as  the  republic,  arbitrary  as  the  dictatorship,  and  vague  as 
SDspicios — was,  according  to  the  Montague,  necessary  to 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Convention.       , 

The  Jacobins  loudly  demanded  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  against  those  men  who,  without  being  absolutely 
g*>il<7.  yet  gave  the  republic  cause  for  uneasiness.  Danton 
and  Aoboipierre  wished  that  the  very  fury  and  injijstico  of 
the  people  should  b»  moderated  and  oontroUed. 
vol..  m.— F 
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Merfin  de  Donai  praseoted,  on  tbe  17tt  *''  S  , 
project  of  a  decree  wbose  mesiiea,  woven  oy  tbe  band  of 
an  able  lawyer,  enveloped  tbe  whole  of  France  in  a  legal 
net,  whicb  left  no  resource  to  innocfence,  notbing  free  from 
treachery.  Mei'Hn  de  Douai  wag  one  of  those  erudite  leg* 
Ulatora,  who,  without  really  shariag  in  the  blind  fury  of 
paeaona  in  troublous  times,  place  calmness  and  knowledge 
at  the  service  of  the  reigning  ideas.  The  secret  intentiona 
of  Merlin  in  presenting  this  decree  were,  it  b  said,  rather 
to  shield  tbe  victims  from  the  people  than  to  snrrender  tbe 
guilty  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  Such  was  tbe  state  of 
tbe  times,  that  the  prison  seemed  to  him  tbe  only  refuge 
from  Bssassinsdon. 

The  decree  of  Merlin,  composed  of  seventy-fonr  incrita- 
inationa,  arising  from  all  tbe  enspicians  that  lurked  in  every 
man's  bnin,  became  tbe  most  complete  arsenal  of  arbitrary 
mle  diat  Ae  complaisance  of  a  legislator  placed  in  the 
hands  of  power. 

The  first  article  was,  "  Immediately  after  the  publication 
of  this  present  decree,  all  suspected  persons  wbo  are  found 
in  the  territory  of  the  republic,  and  who  are  still  at  liberty, 
aball  be  arrested. 

"  Are  deemed  suspected — tbosa  who,  by  their  ctmduct, 
writings,  or  language,  have  proved  themselves  partisane  of 
granny  and  fei&ralism,  and  enemies  of  liberty. 

"  Those  who  can  not  prove  they  possess  the  means  of 
existence,  and  that  they  have  accomplished  their  civic 
dudes. 

"  Those  to  whom  certiCcates  of  citizenabip  have  been 
reiiued. 

"  Those  of  the  ei-devant  nobles,  fiithera,  mothers,  sons, 
daughters,  Eoaters,  husbands,  wives,  and  agents  of  emigrants 
who  have  not  constantly  manifested  their  attachment  to  tbe 
revolution." 

"  Suspected,"  added  Barrdre :— The  nobles  suspected  ; 
the  courtiers,  the  lawyers  suspected  j  the  priests  suspected ; 
the  bankers,  the  stgangers,  the  speculators,  suspected;  those 
wHo  lament  what  the  revolution  baa  acUeved,  suspected  ; 
thrae  who  grieve  at  our  success." 

A  last  article,  supplying  all  omissions,  extended  this  do- 
*3  those  who  bad  been  declued  not  guilty,  and 
.1.=  fr,l™»-l.   »~  J„._;_  ;.,  prison  tlwap  whoM 
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innocence  they  had  declared,  and  wboee  acquittal  they  fatKi 
pronounced. 

XXXV. 
The  prisons  were  not  sufficient  to  contain  the  immense 
number  <^  prisoners,  and  the  public  edifices, -the  confiscated 
hotels,  the  churcbes  and  consents,  were  converted  into 
places  of  confiDement.  The  punisfameiit  of  death,  multi- 
plied in  proportion  to  this  multiplication  of  crimes,  came 
irom  hour  to  honr,  and  decree  to  decree,  to  arm  the  judges 
with  tbe  right  of  decimating  the  suspected.  Did  any  one 
refiise  to  march  to  the  frontier,  or  surrender  his  anns  to 
those  on  their  way  thither — Death.  Did  'any  one  shelter 
an  emigrant  or  iu^tive — Death.  Did  any  one  transmit 
money  to  a  son  or  friend  beyond  tbe  frontier—Death.  Was 
an  innocent  correspondence  maintained  with  an  exile,  or  a 
single  letter  received — Death.  Did  any  ime  aid  prieonera 
to  communicate  with  tbeir  friends — Death.  Was  the  value 
of  atngnatt  diminished — Death.-  Were  they  purchased  at 
a  premium-^Death.  Did  two  witnesses  attest  that  a  priest 
or  a  noble  had  taken  part  in  an  anti-revolutionary  meeting 
— Death.  Did  a  prisoner  endeavor  to  burst  hia  bonds  and 
escape^Death  pursued  tbe  Tery  instinct  of  life.  Death 
was  soon  suspended  over  tbe  heads  of  even  the  judges.  A 
decree,  dated  a  few  days  later,  ordered  tbe  dismissal,  ini> 
prisonment,  and  trial  of  tath  revolutionary  conunittees  •• 
had  left  a  single  suspected  person  at  liberty. 

XKXVL 

Thus  a  law  witich  would  not  recognize  the  innocence 
of  those  whom  it  wished  to  consider  guilty ;  suspicion  con- 
verted into  proof;  treachery  held  up  as  duty ;  a  revolution- 
ary army  to  control  Paris,  and  conduct  tbe  sospected  to 
pneot),  and  the  accused  to  trial ;  the  guillotine  erected  in  all 
the  ptincipal  towns,  and  borne  about  in  the  smaller;  com- 
misBioners  of  the  Convention,  appointed  by  tbe  Committee 
of  Public  Saiety,  sbaring  the  provinces  and  tbe  armies,  and 
every  where  watching,  accelerating  or  moderating  the  terri- 
ble working  of  tbe  dictatorship.  The  Convention,  deliber 
ating  and  acting — present  every  where  in  its  emissaries, 
maintaining  an  inceesant  correspondence  with  them,  inspir- 
ing, jnimuladng,  punishing,  and  recalling  them — such  wai 
the  terrible  mechanism  of  that  dictatorship  which  succoedea 
tbe  hesitationa  and  commotions  of  the  govenunent  after  the 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


184  tarn  kimn  of  tbkeoe. 

ftU  of  die  Gironde,  and  which  ia  called  (^  JWror.  Im- 
Butible  and  atrocioua  afi  the  despair  of  a  revolution  which 
feels  its  aim  frustrated,  and  of  a  nation  which  feels  itself 
perishing,  this  dictatorship  makea  us  tremble  with  aBtoniah- 
ment,  and  shudder  with  horror.  This  govemnient  of  an 
extreme  crisis  can  not  be  Judged  by  the  rules  applicable  to 
urinary  goTeroments.  It  termed  itself  revolutionary  goT- 
annasnt  g  tiitX  is,  subrenicm,  strife,  tyranny.  The  Conreu' 
tion  considered  itself  as  tbe  nurison  of  France,  shut  up  in  a 
nation  in  a  state  of  nege.  Resolved  to  save  tlM  Rev<riutlon 
and  the  country,  or  perish  in  tbeir  ruins,  it  snqieBded  all 
laws  before  that  of  the  common  danger.  It  created  the 
dominion  of  pubUo  safety  against  itself  and  its  enemies ;  or 
nther,  it  created  a  rerolutionary  mvchiiie,  spmBg  dom, 
superior  to,  and  strainer  than  itself;  thus  volumarity  iiab- 
mittii^  to  be  ruled,  humbled,  and  decimated  by  the  tyranny 
of  its  own  conMnietinK- 

The  Cotivenldon  did  not  do  this  merely  througfa  that 
brutal  impulse  that  leads  men  to  recogmca  as  just  sod  legal 
tbat  passion  ^one  whidi  ftaatiaizee  ihem  fw  en  idea,  or  that 
Airy  witb  whicli  they  sre  enimated  agunst  th^r  enemies, 
bat  also  fiom  policy.  The  CooTentioa  was  in  the  prasetica 
of  a  double  datiger,  which  it  did  not  conceal  fmta  itself— 
civil  coptenttons,  and  fcunign  war — and  felt  that  it  would 
soon  i>e  a  sport  of  the  c^ricea  of  the  CommuDe,  aod  tbe 
seditious  movements  of  tbe  populace  of  Paris,  agitated  bj 
the  sabaltem  demagogoes,  if  it  did  oM  accept  from  these 
very  demagogues  the  aim  of  the  terror  whi(£  they  offered 
to-day,  and  which  it  would  suspend  on  the  morrow  OTer 
their  own  heads.  Neitlfer  Danton,  Robespieire,  ndr  their 
enligfateoed  colleagues  wished  to  sarreDder  the  Convention 
to  tbe  mercy  and  deriuou  of  the  first  faotious  member  of 
the  Commune,  who  would  dictate  laws  to  it,  as  on  the  10th 
of  March,  and  tbe  Slst  c^May.  The  nearer  these  men  had 
bean  in  contact  vrith  sedition  while  serving  their  principles, 
or  their  fbrtunea,  the  more,  they  knew  its  fury,  and  the  more 
they  dreaded  ils  struggles,  now  that  tbey  sought  to  establish 
the  republic  Bobespierre  did  not  picture  to  himself,  aa  the 
isalization  of  his  dreams,  a  turbulent  and  fiirious  populace ; 
but  the  calm  and  regular  reign  of  a  people  personified  in  its 
lepresentativeB.  Danton  did  not  picture  to  himself,  as  the 
realization  of  his  dreams,  the  permanent  Bgjtadon  of  the 
capital,  but  the  solid  and  ineeialdble  government  of  a  naSonal 
tepnblie.     They  both  Mt  that  tbe  BevolutLon,  ccmcenCrated 
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a  Pbtib,  and  torn  by  cofltendin^  factiinis,  would  soon  praiah. 
They  wished  to  insure  raspoct  for  the  natioDal  represmita 
tion,  and  to  dominate  by  a.  legal  terror  that  popular  temii 
which  had  bo  often  made  the  representative  power  tremble. 
They  needed  the  revolutionary  terror,  to  intimidate  and 
oarb  the  Rertdution.  They  needed  it  to  urge  the  masses 
to  the  frontieis,  sguttat  Lyona,  ManmUes,  Touloa,  and  La 
Vendue,  to  impose  on  the  amnes,  by  di»ci[dine;  <»  the 
gsoerals,  by  victory ;  on  Eur^>B,  by  stupor ;  mi  all,  1^  the 
sinisteT  pr^tige  of  the  Conrenlion,  aod  to  axttnt  from  thtt 
nation  by  fear  those  supematara)  efibrts  of  taxes,  arms- 
meats,  levies  en  moiw,  which  they  could  no  longer  extort 
from  its  discouraged  p«Criotisn).  Tbo  terror  was  inreitted 
by  RobesjHerM  at>d  Danton,  less  against  the  internal  ene- 
mies of  the  republic,  than  against  the  axooMBS  and  aKarchiM 
of  die  Revolution  herself. 

At  the  moment  when  die  Conveidion  orgmnixed  it,  the 
roynlists  and  adscocnn  no  longer  gave  any  one  cftnsfl  fcft 
alarm.  The  Terror  could  not  reeeh  die  emigrantB  and 
VendtsQS,  who  had  taken  up  anus ;  on  tbe  contrary,  it 
would  only  serve  to  render  them  more  irreconcilable  vritta 
s  rapubHc  which  cnly  t^entd  th^  a  aeaflbld.  The  emi- 
gr^ts  and  Vradfens  were  the  pr^sU,  die  anarchists  the 
red  objects;  and  the  scaffold,  whit^  they  so  loudly  de- 
manded, was  prin^aHy  erected  for  themMves. 

xxxvn. 

Horeorer,  toe  Tenor  vras  not  a  calm  and  cniel  calco' 
lation  of  a  few  men,  ddiberatiiig  coldly  cm  a  system  ot 
goremment.  It  i^irang  by  d«^ree«  from  oiroumstanoeft  and 
the  tension  of  thin^  and  men  {daoed  in  difficult  positions, 
from  which  ibeir  genius  feinnhed  them  with  do  otmar  msans 
-  of  extricating  tbenuetves  than  by  destruction  and  deUh. 
It  aiose  c^iiefly  from  that  fatal  and  ambitious  rivalry,  tkst 
struggle  for  proofs  of  patiiMism,  for  pc^ularity,  of  whick 
each  man  and  party  reproached  his  or  their  opponents  with 
not  ofiering  sufficient  to  the  revolution ; — with  which  Bar- 
navoteprc^cfaedMirabeaQ;  Brissot,  Baroave;  Robespierre, 
Brissot;  Danton,  Robe^ieire;  Mu^t,  DantcHii  Hebeit, 
Harnt;  every  one  the  uirondists;  so  that  to  prove  his 
patriotism,  every  man  and  party  were  forced  to  exaggerate 
their  proofs  by  exan;erating  measures,  suspicions,  exoessesi 
and  Climes;  until  from  this  pressure,  wl^oh  all  men  exer- 
dsed  agaiust  each  odier,  there  should  result  a  general  ^n- 
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nlation— hslf  fsi^ed,  half  nncere— which  ahould  eartiapa 
them  in  the  niuta&t  dread  they  comntunicated,  and  which 
they  cast  on  their  enemies  to  arett  from  themselTea. 

XXXVIIL 
And  in  the  people  Cbanwelvea  the  conrukive  agitation  o< 
a  revolution  tn  three  yean'  dtuation,  the  dread  of  losing  a 
conqnest  they  valued  the  more  from  its  being  the  more  re- 
cent and  more  conteeteil ;  the  incessant  fever  which  the 
tribunes,  the  journals,  and  the  clubs  disseminated  each  day 
among  the  populace ;  the  cessation  of  labor,  the  prospects 
of  the  agrarian  law,  and  general  pillage  by  those  greedy  of 
gain,  despairing  patriotism,  the  treason  of  the  generals,  the 
invasion  of  the  frontierB,  the  Vend^aDS  setting  up  the 
standard  of  royalism  and  religion,  the  scarcity  of  money, 
the  &mine  panic,  the  thiist  of  blood  inspired  oy  the  days 
of  the  14th  of  July,  6th  of  October,  10th  of  August,  the 
2d  of  September,  and  that  fiirious  rage  for  extermination, 
which  lurks  in  the  instincts  of  the  multitude,  which  awakes 
in  time  of  great  commotioii,  and  which  demands  to  goi^ 
itself  with  blood  when  it  has  once  tasted  it — such  were 
the  elements  of  the  Terrvr.  Calculation  in  some,  Mfrdtiw* 
mtHi  in  others  ;  weakness  in  these,  concession  in  those ; 
fear  and  passion  in  the  greater  number ;  a  moral  epidemic 
tainting  an  already  vitiated  air,  and  from  which  predis- 
posed minds  no  more  escape  than  morbid  bodies  from  a 
prevailiag  disease ;  a  contagion  to  which  every  one  lends 
his  share  of  miasma  and  complicity ;  the  Terror  sprang 
finm  itself  and  died  as  it  was  bom,  when  the  tension  of 
affairs  was  relaxed,  without  being  conscions  of  its  death, 
any  more  than  it  was  conscious  of  its  birth.  Such  is  the 
int>gree8  of  human  things,  for  which  our  infirmity  leads  us 
to  seek  one  cause,  when  it  results  from  a  thousand  difierent  . 
and  complicated  causes  ;  and  to  which  is  given  the  name 
of  one  man,  when  they  should  bear  the  name  of  the  period. 

XSXIX. 

Could  the  Convention  shogether  discard  the  necesnty  of 
an  arbitrary  and  dictatorial  government,  armed  with  power- 
fill  intimidation,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
republic — France — and  even  itself  was  placed  1  What' 
soever  may  be  the  reply  which  the  philosopher  or  jurist 
may  make  to  himself,  the  statesman  can  not  for  a  moment 
Without  a  conceiAaled  and  exclusive  govwn 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOg[c 


'      127 

■neot,  the  Revola'tioa  must  bare  inevitably  perisheil  beneath 
Buai'cby  within,  and  the  counter-revolution  without. 

The  coalition  of  crowned  heads  watched  every  move- 
ment of  France,  and  encircled  it  with  700,000  men.  The 
emigris  were  advancing  at  the  head  of  foreigners,  and 
already  fraternized  with  royalism  in  YaleDcienoea  and 
Cond^.  La  Vendue  had  ronaed  the  whole  of  the  weet,. 
Etnd  with  ODB  band  united  its  religious  rising  with  the  in- 
.  flurrection  in  Normandy,  and  with  the  oUier  joined  the 
insurrection  in  the  south.  Marseilles  had  unfurled  the 
flag  of  federalism,  scarcely  yet  defeated  in  Paris.  Toulon 
and  the  fleet  were  plotting  their  defection,  and  opening 
their  roadsteads  and  araentds  to  the  English.  Lyons,  de- 
claring itself  a  sovereign  municipality,  cast  into  prison  the 
representativea  of  the  people,  and  erected  its  gnillotine  for 
thepartisane  of  the  Convention. 

The  Commune  of  Paris,  elated  at  its  recent  triumph, 
affected,  in  the  lace  of  the  national  representation,  the 
moderation  of  strength,  maintaining,  however,  an  attitude 
which  bespoke  menace  rather  than  respect.  Pache,  Hubert, 
Chaumette,  Bonsin,  Vincent,  Leclerc,  Jaquea  Roux,  the 
friends  and  eoHtumaietirt  of  Marat,  the  Cordeliets,  had  not 
disnnited  the  gatherings  of  31st  May,  and  declaimed  fiercely 
aoainst  the  supiueness  of  Danton,  the  weakness  of  Kobes- 
pierre,  and  the  procrastination  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safoty.  Proud  of  having  already  decimated  the  Conven- 
tion, they  openly  declared  their  intention  of  again  deci- 
mating it,  and  imperiously  demanded  of  the  Convention 
measures  against  customs,  worship,  property,  and  com- 
merce, which  it  was  impossible  for  toat  body  to  grant 
without  utterly  reversing  every  element  of  social  order. 
Clubs,  rerolutionary  committees,  assembliee  in  sections,  the 

Sublic  squares,  the  &ubourgs,  the  journalists,  echoed  these 
Dctrines,  and  offered  their  aid  to  render  the  representatives 
compliant.  The  people  only  talked  of  doing  justice  to 
itse^  and  of  renewing  and  even  of  suipasmng  the  assaa- 
■inatioDfl  of  September.  How  could  a  political  body,  in 
the  midst  of  such  a  tempest,  unable  either  to  negotiate 
with  Europe,  to  pacify  the  insurrections  of  the  interior,  or 
to  defend  itself  in  Paris  by  the  law  which  had  been  snapped 
asunder  in  its  hands,  maintain  and  save  with  itself  the 
republic  and  the  country,  by  the  mere  abstract  power  of  a 
constitution  which  no  longer  existed — and  unless  it  were 
flomnin^ed  by  a  prtttigt,  omnipotence,  ai^  that  amount  of 
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The  dictatorship  of  tho  Convention  was  not  sltogetliei 
an  usurpation ;  for  the  Convention  was,  in  fact,  the  Revo- 
lutioD  concentrated  in  Paria,  aikd  the  Revolution  won 
France.  France  and  the  Revoludon  had  at  this  moment 
no  national  gnvemment  but  the  Convention,  The  Con- 
vention possessed,  then,  accordingly,  ail  the  ri^ts  of  the 
Revolution  and  of  France.  The  first  of  these  rights  was 
to  save  itself,  and  still  exist.  The  sole  law  at  such  a  moment 
was  an  universal  bey<md  the  law  (hort  ia  Im),  which  sup- 
pressed all  plots,  put  down  every  attempt  at  resistaace, 
crushed  all  faction,  and  laid  hands,  by  an  exercise  oi 
promptitude,  aided  by  the  general  stupor,  on  a  power 
which  vraa  wanting  to  all  and  to  every  thing,  and  without 
which  all  must  have  perished.  This  power  Robespierre, 
Danton,  and  the  Mountain  bad  the  daring  to  seek  and  to 
find  in  the  very  bosom  of  auanby  itself.  The  Convention 
had  the  energy  and  the  misfbttune  to  associate  itself  with 
their  eotorpiise,  and  to  take  upon  itself  an  eternal  responsi- 
bility. By  giving  power  to  the  dictat^nship  it  believed 
it  was  forging  an'  indispensable  weapou  ibr  the  safety  of 
liberty ;  but  the  weapon  of  tyranny  is  too  heavy  for  the 
hands  of  man.  Instead  of  threatening  with  care  ttnd 
selection,  it  struck  at  random  without  justice  or  remone. 
The  weapon  overpowered  the  baud.  This  was  its  crime ; 
and  to  this  day  liberty  expiates  that  crime. 

Thus  did  it  reason  :  "  Ideas  have  a  right  to  burst  forth ; 
butbs  the  right  to  struggle :  revolntions,  which  comprise 
these  ideas  and  these  tru^,  have  a  ri^t  to  defend  them- 
selves and  to  triumph.  Does  die  Convention  represent  the 
Revolution  1  Yes.  Has  it  thia  right  to  save  it  1  Yobl 
Does  the  safety  of  such  revotutionary  idea  and  truth  re- 
quire a  dictatorship  of  the  National  Assembly,  as  legitimate 
and  omnipotent  as  the. nationitselft  Tee.  Is  the  national — 
the  sovereign  will,  the  law  of  the  moment  T  Yes,  Do 
drcnmstances  require,  even  under  pain  of  death,  that  this 
law  be  effectual  against  all  factions — intimidating,  irresist- 
ible, and  consequently  exclunve  "i    Yes,  decidedly." 

Such  government,  conjoined  intimately  with  the  Con- 
Tmtion,  was  consequently  inevitable  at  the  moment  when 
It  wu  formed.    To  make  temporary,  secure,  and  impoitia' 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 


OUSTINH.  IVS 

lawB,  and  en&irce  their  penalty,  'u  the  right  of  eveiy  dic- 
tatorship; to  proscribe  and  kiti,  against  all  laws  and  against 
all  justice,  to  iDundate  scaffolds  with  blood,  to  deliver  not 
the  aeciiaed  to  the  tribunals,  bnt  Tictimg  to  the  executioner, 
to  command  verdicts  inatead  of  awaiting  them,  to  give  to 
cittzeog  tbeir  enemies  as  judges,  to  encourage  infomters,  to 
throw  to  aBsaBsinB  the  spoils  of  the  sufTerers,  to  imprison 
and  immolftte  on  mere  suspicion,  to  pervert  into  crime  the 
ibefings  of  nature,  to  confound  ages,  sex,  old  people,  child- 
ren, wives,  mothers,  daughters,  in  the  crimes  of  fathers, 
hushaods,  and  brothers — is  not  dictatorship,  hut  proscrip- 
tion. Such  was  the  two-fold  character  of  the  Tetror.  By 
the  on^  the  Convention  will  remain  as  a  monument  in  mo 
breach  of  a  country  saved — a  Revolution  defended ;  hj  the 
othm:  its  memoiy  will  be  stained  with  blood,  which  history 
will  perpetually  stir  without  ever  being  able  to  efface  from 
its  name. 


BOOK  XIVI. 


On  of  the  first  great  victims  of  tiie  Terror  was  Oeneral 
Gnsline.  His  crime  was  having  mingled  scieuce  widi  war. 
The  Hontagnands  desired  a  rapid  and  cursory  campa^ ; 
they  required  plebeian  generals  to  direct  the  plebeian  nuas- 
ea,  and  ignorant  generals  to  invent  modem  war&re. 

We  have  seen  bow  Ciwtine,  carried  away  from  the  midst 
of  his  army,  b  j  whom  he  was  adored,  by  the  commissary  of 
die  ConvMitioii,  Levauenr,  had  arrived  in  Paris  to  render 
an  account  of  h^  inactivity.  The  immense  jwpularity  wirinh 
had  attached  to  him  from  his  fii«t  invasions  into  the  hean  of 
Qermany,  and  the  talcing  of  Mayenee,  still  rarronnded  him. 
The  nfficers  adimred  him— the  soldiers  loved  him.  A  sort 
of  Boldiei^-like  coquetry,  concealed  adulation  under  asperity 
— a  severity  of  discipline  triiich  was  rigorous,  and  relaxed 
at  the  proper  moment — a  natural  eloquence,  mannera  at 
OBce  free  and  martial — a  large  fortune  generously  expended 
in  die  camp— an  aristocratic  name,  to  which  demoCTaey  it- 
self yielded  prettige — opinions  which  were  thought  to  in- 
cline toward  the  Q-irondisIa — in  short,  the  secret  favor  of 
the  Toyalista,  who  fondly  snspected  his  inmost  thonf^ts  of 
lesnii^^  to  monszoby,  every  thing  coocnrred  to  spread  avoimd 
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Cnatina  tbe  intflrest  winch  attacbea  itself  to  glory,  to  hope, 
■nd  to  persecutioa.  Hia  preMoce  in  Paria  had  revived  all 
theae  aenliDMnia  :  tlie  enthuHaani  and  the  applause  excited 
by  his  appearance  in  pnblic  places,  in  the  promenades,  and 
in  the  theaten,  made  the  Convention  fear  that  ia  celling  a 
man,  accnsed,  to  Paris,  it  had  only  called  a  inaBter ;  and  that 
the  obedient  general  mi^t  be  induced  to  act  the  pait  of 
Cromwell.  It  hastened  to  arrest  him,  and  to  deliver  him 
to  tbe  judges.  It  was  not  at  the  moment  when  it  desired 
to  possess  Itself  of  every  power,  that  it  was  willing  to  re- 
cognize in  tbe  army  any  popularity  bat  its  own ;  and  to 
spare  an  ascendency  with  which,  at  a  later  period,  it  would 
bare  to  reckon.  The  crime  of  Custine  was  that  of  appear* 
ing  indispensable,  when  indispensable  men  were  not  requir- 
ed;  they  wished  that  the  country  should  be  alone  and  every 
thing. 

Two  parties  in  the  Convention  and  in  tbe  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  were  perceptible  in  reference  to  the  army ; 
the  party  of  Danton,  and  t^  party  of  Robespierre.  Uanton 
and  bis  colleaguea,  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Legendre,  Chabot, 
Drouet,  Camille  Desmoulins,  Bazire,  Alquier,  Merlin  de 
ThioQville,  Merlin  de  Douai,  and  Delmas,  had  always  main- 
tained, widi  the  generals  of  the  republic,  intelligence  which 
attaited  in  these  conventionala  the  after-thou^ts  of  military 
faitervendon,  Uie  instruments  of  which  they  caressed.  Quite 
recently,  Camille  Desmotilins  had  excited  the  anger  of  pa- 
triots by  declaring  himself  the  friend  of  Dillon,  whom  he 
wished  to  place  in  command  of  the  army  of  the  north,  and 
by  wounding,  with  lierce  invective,  tbe  accusers  of  this 
general.  'Ibis  hair-brained  writer  had  accused  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety  of  disorganixing  the  armies,  by  in- 
terfering with  tbe  plans  of  the  generals,  through  unskillful 
hands.  The  indignant  La  Montague  had  only  pardoned 
Camille  Desmoulin*,  through  pity  ibr  tbe  lightness  of  his 
character.  The  Montagnards  bad  regarded  him,  he  said 
himself,  witb  that  unquiet  and  irritable  eye  with  which  tbe 
Roman  knights,  on  leaving  the  senate,  regarded  Caasar,  when 
fluspected  of  having  joined  in  the  conspiracy  of  Catiline. 

Contentions  had  become  acrimonious ;  unce  the  flight  of 
Dumottriez,  every  thing  appeared  treason.  The  fiiends  of 
Danton  and  Legendre  himself,  said,  that  some  generals' 
heads  would  be  lost.  Robespiene  only  followed  tbe  instinct 
of  his  nature  and  obeyed  the  mistrust  of  his  character,  in 
prasBiDg  the  accusation  of  Custine,  and  in  lowering  all  the 
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military  cbi«&  upon  whom  tbe  army  might  cast  their  eyes, 
rather  thui  upun  the  couptry.  Liberty  was  his  aim ;  he 
desired  no  'anny  but  oua  ready  to  defend  it  in  its  cradle. 
The  whole  strength  of  the  people  ought  to  consist,  accord- 
ing to  him,  in  the  people  themselves.  The  army,  the  in- 
strument of  glory,  bad  always  been  converted  in  history 
into  tbe  inatrument  of  tyranny.  The  army,  in  his  eyes,  was 
the  arm  of  kings.  He  had  foreseen  from  afar  treason  or  a 
dictatorship  more  fatal  to  revolutions  than  anarchy  i(sel£ 
He  perseverad  in  his  idea.  Luckner,  La  Fayette,  Dumou- 
riez,  Custine,  Dillon,  an.-!  Biron  hcid  never  obtained  favor 
&om  him.  -  Victones  had  found  him  more  cold  and  bitter 
than  defeat ;  for  he  saw  more  danger  in  the  renown  of  a 
fortunate  general  than  in  the  loss  of  a  battle.  An  excluaive 
admirer  of  democracy,  even  to  cruelty,  he  was  jealous  of  it 
even  to  sacrificing  patriotisni  at  its  shrine. 

II. 
Custine  appeared  before  the  tribunal,  accompanied  by 
tbe  remembiancee  of  his  triumphs,  and  Bustained  by  the 
presence  of  hia  daligtoer-in-law,  whose  beauty,  grace,  spirit, 
raeciDatioQ,  and  tears  moved  to  compassion  the  most  obdy- 
rate  hearts.  This  young  female  bad  espoused  the  only  son 
of  Custine,  who  was  already  imprisoned.  She  only  quitted 
the  cell  of  her  husband  to  console  bet  &ther'in-law  in  hia 
prison,  and  to  accompany  hiia  to  tbe  tribunal.  Custiiie  had 
t>een  to  her,  during  his  elevation,  but  an  exacting  and  pee- 
vish censor.  This  misfortune  of  the.  geoeral  had  caused 
Madame  Custine  to  forget  all.  She  had  devoted  herself  to 
the  safety  and  the  consolatioa  of  the  man  whose  severity 
ahe  had  so  oAen  deplored.  She  wished  to  prove  her  love 
for  her  husband  by  restoring  to  him  a  father.  Sbe  had  be 
Beiged  the  judges,  the  juries,  and  the- members  of  the  com 
mittees  with  solicitations.  She  showed  hetaelf  before  the 
tribunal,  by  the  side  of  Custine,  like  innocence,  to  dispel 
suspicion.  Custine'a  only  guilt  was  in  the  weakness  and 
inconsiderateness  of  his  pride.  It  was  the  firat  great  act  of 
ingratitude  of  tha  republic. 

III. 

Fouquier  Tinville,  the  public  accuser — the  iron-mouthed 

terrorist,  indifferent  .to  truth  or  to  calumny — read  a  long  and 

garbled  accusation,  wherein  all  the  mihtary  acts  of  Cusiino, 

and  principally  bis  rMreals,  and  abandonment  of  Mayenca, 
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w«re  perverted  into  acta  of  treason.  Nuiacrous  witnesses 
were  heard;  aonie  wei*  inforraerg  by  title,  who  scoiii'ed  ^le 
camps  to  register  the  vague  mui-murs  and  personal  discon- 
tent of  tbe  troops :  others  were  German  demagogues  irom 
Majrence,  or  from  Liege,  who  charged  the  French  general 
with  having  despised  their  counsel  and  checked  their  zeal. 
No  one  uttered  the  word  treason. 

CuBtine  examined  the  different  beads  of  the  accusation, 
disputed  the  evidence,  re-established  the  facts,  circum' 
Btances,  and  dates,  and  annihilated  every  inculpalion  with  a 
»angJroid,  a.  cleamesa,  and  force,  which  juBtlj  increased 
the  renown  of  his  talent  upon  |}iat  field  of  battle  where  he 
contended  for  his  honor  and  his  life.  No  proof  was  pro- 
duced. Suspicion  only  rested  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
wished  to  harbor  it.  The  indignant  patriotism  of  the  gen- 
eral was  evidenced  in  aecNits  of  greatness  and  sincerity 
which  confounded  the  ingratitude  of  his  country. 

IV. 

LoTBMeur  de  la  Sarthe  having  told  the  tribuml  Aat  he 
had  remarked  in  the  conduct  of  Custine  the  same  symp- 
toms of  treason -which  had  chara^^terized  that  of  DnmonrieE, 
in  delivering  up  fais  own  soldiers  to  the  mercy  of  the  ene- 
my: "I!"  excliimed  Custihe,  without  fiirther  reply;  "I! 
to  have  meditated  the  massacre  of  my  brave  brethren  in 
arms !"  Some  tears  flowed  from  hb  eyes,  and  were  his 
only  refiitadon. 

In  the  mean  while  the  impatience  of  the  Jacobins  re- 
proved die  inaction  of  the  tribunal.  The  conviction  of  in- 
nocence, compassion,  or  admiration,  gained  all  hearts.  Cus- 
tine terminated  the  debate  by  a  defense  of  two  hours, 
wherein  .the  clearness  of  his  recitation,  the  dignity  of  senti- 
ment, the  masculine  and  sober  pathos  of  the  warrior,  and 
the  revolutionary  eloijuence  of  the  undoubted  patriot,  in- 
n>ired  all  Bpectaton  with  emotion  and  respect.  They  be- 
hoved, and  he  believed  himself,  in  his  acquittal.  His  dangfa- 
ter-in-law  shed  tears  of  joy.  The  juries,  by  an  unexpected 
majority,  declared  him  guilty.  Tlie  tribunal  pronounced 
the  sentence :  it  was  that  of  death. 

It  was  night.  The  general,  surrounded  by  a  body  of 
gen*  Saritiei,  re-entered  the  hall  to  hear  his  sentence  The 
anxiety  of  doubt  blanched  his  countenance.  He  threw 
glances  of  uncertainty  over  the  crowd,  as  if  to  inteiTogate 
their  features  as  to  his  fate.     But  ihe  crowd  itself  knew 
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Qotbing.  The  torches  which  lighted  the  judgment-ball  for 
the  fint  biDB  since  the  opening  of  the  tnal,  announced  to 
Cusdne  th&t  the  deliberation  of  the  jury  had  been  long,  and 
that  his  he&d  had  been  a  question  of  dubioua  debate.  The 
palpitating  audieace,  the  diamayed  appearance  of  the 
judges,  impreased  him  for  the  first  time  with  the  presenti- 
ment of  the  scaffold.  He  seated  bimself,  with  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  president.  CoSnbal  read  the  declaration  of  the 
jury,  and  asked  him,  according  to  custom,  if  he  had  any  thing 
to  urge  against  the  punishment  of  death,  which  the  public 
accuser  summoned  the  judges  to  pronounce  upon  him. 

The  aoul  of  Custine  appeared  overthrown,  lens  by  the 
terror  of  death,  than  by  astonishment  at  tfae  injustice.  He 
direw  looks  around  him  in  search  of  his  defenders,  and  to 
implore  one  last  appeal.  His  champions  had  withdrawn. 
Not  perceiving  them,  Custine  turned  toward  the  tribunal 
with  a  gesture  of  despair ;  "  I  have  no  longer  one  sinKle 
defender,"  be  exclaitned;  "tbey  haye  all  vanished.  Hy 
conscience  reproaches  me  for  iKtdiiag.     I  die  cabnly,  and 


Tbey  carrMd  sway  bis  daughter-in-law  in  a  swoon.  Ap> 
planse  broke  ont  among  the  people  outside.  Custhie  re- 
turned to  the  registry  of  the  Conciergerie,  the  waiting-bal] 
between  life  and  death.  He  there  fell  upon  his  knees,  his 
face  buried  in  his  hasds,  and  remained  thus  prostrated  for 
two  hours,  buried  in  reBection  and  without  uttering  a  word. 
It  might  be  that  he  weighed  within  himself  the  sacrifice  be 
bad  madeoffaiBrank,  of  his  blood,  and  of  his  duty  toward  the 
throne,  and  of  his  Christian  faith  to  the  Revolution,  against 
the  recompense  he  had  received  from  it  On  rising,  no  re- 
quested a  priest,  and  passed  the  entire  night  with  the  min- 
ister of  Groa.  His  end  belied  his  life.  He  required  strength 
to  die  for  that  religion  against  which  he  bad  fought  at  the 
bead  of  the  soldiers  of  the  republic.  He  wrote  a  feeling 
letter  to  his  son,  to  recommend  to  bim  the  care  of  iae  mem- 
ory, in  the  brilliant  days  of  the  republic,  and  the  re-estab- 
ishment  of  his  innocence  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  when 
time  sfaoald  remove  their  suspicntms.  He  ascended  the 
catt,  with  hit  hands  tied.  A  surtout  of  blue  cloth,  which 
retained  some  military  lace  and  ornament,  alone  revealed 
the  dignity  of  the  general  in  the  costume  of  the  condemned 
He  ardently  kissed  the  cmcifix  which  his  confessor,  seated 
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hj  his  aide,  preMod  to  hia  lips.  His  eyes,  bedewed  with 
teiirs,  were  alternately  directed  from  the  crowd  to  hesTeii, 
as  if  be  reproaclied  the  people  with  incoDBtBiicjr,  and  de- 
manded justice  of  God.  Descending  from  the  cart  at  the 
foot  of  the  ecsffold,  be  again  fell  upon  his  knees  on  the  first 
itep  of  the  ladder.  His  prayer,  which  no  one  dared  to  in- 
terrupt, appeared  to  redouble  in  fervor,  and  w«a  long  con- 
tinuea.  At  length  he  ascended  with  a  firm  step,  and  re- 
garding the  knife  for  a  moment,  as  if  it  were  the  bayonet 
of  th«  country,  be  placed  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner— and  died.  This  death  caused  all  thoughts  of  trea- 
son to  re-enter  the  hearts  of  the  generals,  all  sorts  of  insub- 
ordinaticHi  to  affect  duty ;  the  head  of  their  most  pc^ular 
chief  had  fallen  before  the  astonished  army.  It  showed 
them  that  they  had  no  otber  diief  than  the  Conventioii. 

VL 
Ninety-eight  executions  had  in  tixty  days  imbued  the 
scaffold  with  hlood.  The  axe  of  terror  mce  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  c.iuld  no  longer  be  withdrawn.  Im- 
placable and  cowardly  vengeance  incessantly  demanded  the 
head'  of  Marie  Antoinette.  The  blind  unpopularity  of  this 
unfortunate  princess  had  outlived  even  her  fall  and  disap 
pearance.  She  was,  in  the  words  of  the  hardened  people, 
the  connter-revotution  chained,  but  still  the  counter-revolu- 
tion existing.  In  staying  Louis  XVI.  the  people  well  knew 
that  they  had  but  immolated  the  hand.  The  soul  of  the 
court  was,  with  the  enemies  of  royalty,  in  Marie  Antoinette. 
^  their  eyes,  Louis  XVI.  vras  the  personification  of  roy- 
alty ;  in  hia  wife  was  lodged  its  crime.  Already,  for  some 
days  past,  the  council  of  the  Commune  resounded  with  sig* 
oificant  accusations  against  those  comnusaioners  of  the 
Commune  who  displayed  any  respect  or  pity  for  the  prison- 
ers in  the  Temple.  Insolence  and  outrage  were  command- 
ed them,  bs  a  virtuous  display  of  their  opinion.  The  Com- 
mittee of  FubUc  Safety  ordered  Fouquier  TinviUe  to  press 
the  sentence  against  the  queen. 

VII. 
There  was  no  member  of  the  committee  who  did  not  re- 
gard the  queen  as  innocent  of  hatred  toward  the  republic ; 
no  one  thought  her  dangerous  to  the  Itevolutiion;  some 
blushed  at  the  necessity  of  delivering  up  this  victim. 
Hobespierre  himself,  so  incensed  against  the  king,  wouU 
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have  preaenred  the  queen.  "  ReroludoDs  are  TBry  crael," 
said  he,  at  tlib  peritMl :  "  they  regard  neither  sex  nor  age. 
Ideas  are  pitileaa,  but  the  people  should  also  know  how  to 
forgive.  If  my  head  were  not  neceesaiy  to  the  Revolution, 
there  are  momeDta  when  I  would  offer  that  head  lo  tlie 
people  in  exchange  for  one  of  those  which  they  demand  of 

Saint  Just  alone  would  not  allow  any  feeling  to  affect  the 
inflexibility  of  the  line  he  bad  traced  in  the  committee  for 
the  path  of  the  republic.  As  to  the  rest  of  La  Montague, — 
Collot,  Legendre,  Camille  Deamoalins,  Billaud  Varennes, 
and  Ban^rBi  carried  away  by  anger  and  drawn  by  weak- 
ness into  the  general  moTement  of  the  moment — they  sought 
to  divine  the  instincta  of  the  multitude  in  order  to  please 
them  by  subserving  to  them.  The  compassion  of  opinion 
remained,  which  mig^t  create  feeling  for  a  queen,  a  widow, 
a  tnother,  and  a  captive,  immolated  with  indifference  by  b 
whole  people.  But  opiman,  paralyzed  by  terror,  was  gov- 
erned by  the  scaffold.  Fear,  like  proeperity,  renders  us 
egotistical.  Bvery  one  had  too  much  pity  for  hiinself  to 
spare  it  for  the  nusfortuDes  of  others. 

VIIL 
We  left  the  royal  family  in  the  Temple,  at  the  moment 
when  the  king  tore  himseU'from  their  last  embraces  to  walk 
to  the  scaffold.  The  queen,  reclined  in  her  clothes  upon 
her  bed,  had  remained  dnring  the  longWurs  of  agony  of 
the  Slst  of  January  plunged  in  continual  swoons,  interrupted 
by  sobs  and  prayers.  She  sought  to  divine  the  exact  mo- 
ment when  the  fetal  knife  should  sever  the  life  of  her  hus- 
band, to  attach  his  soul  to  her  own,  and  to  invoke  him  as  a 
>rotector  in  heaven,  whom  she  had  lost  as  a  spouse  on  earth 
/ries  of  "  Vive  la  Republique,"  which  resounded  nearer 
and  nearer,  from  the  foot  of  the  guillotine  to  the  foot  of  the 
Bastile,  and  the  rolling  of  the  pieces  of  cannon  as  they  re- 
turned from  the  boulevards  to  the  sections,  bad  indicated 
this  moment  to  the  queen.  She  ardently  desired  to  know 
the  sad  details  of  the  last  thoughts  and  the  last  words  crf'her 
husband.  Sbo  knew  that  he  would  die  as  became  a  man 
and  a  wise  one,  she  wanted  to  know  if  he  had  died  as  a 
king.  Any  weakness  before  his  people  and  posterity  would 
have  humbled  him  more  than  the  scaffold.  The  council  of 
the  Commune  refiiaed  Marie  Antoinette  thia  coneoletion. 
Clery,  who  had  become  more  precious  to  her  since  his  last 
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cominuiiic&tioiis  with  his  maater,  and  who  was  still,  for  up- 
ward uf  a  inoiitb,  imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  bad  no  longer 
any  interview  with  the  captives.  He  could  not  restors  even 
the  locks  of  hair,  or  the  martiaee  ring. 

These  relics,  almost  stained  with  the  hlood  from  the 
scaffold,  were  sealed  and  deposited  in  the  hall  of  the  Tower 
where  the  commissioners  of  the  Commune  dwelt.  Taken 
Bway  by  the  pious  theft  of  a  mnnicipal  named  Toulan,  who 
concealed  under  the  semblance  of  duty  a  paauonate  devotion 
&a  tbe  queen,  they  were  sent  to  the  Comte  de  Provence. 

IX. 

The  queen  requested  permission  cf  tbe  jailers  to  bestow 
the  last  mark  of  respect  on  the  memory  of  her  husband  by 
wearing  mourning.  This  request  was  granted,  but  upon 
conditions  of  simplicity  atid  uiaimony  which  resembled  a 
sumptuary  law  over  grie£  By  another  sjpecial  debate  the 
council  of  the  Gommuite  granted  also  fineen  ahiita  to  tbe  ' 
king's  son.  Some  relaxatioa  of  rigor  in  the  interior  cap- 
tivity of  the  princesses  followed  the  death  of  tbe  king.  At 
first,  tbe  GOmroissioneTB  of  die  Tmnple,  hoped  that  the  con- 
tented republic  would  not  delay  setfing  at  hberty  the  women 
and  the  children.  Some  indulgent  municipals  allowed  -the 
poswUlity  of  this  to  escape  in  Aeir  speech.  Madame  Eliz- 
abeth and  tbe  young  princess  sought  to  excite  tfaia  idea  in 
tbe  queen's  mind,  if  not  m  a  hope,  at  least  as  adiverrion  to 
her  tears ;  but  the' queen  remained  inMnnble  to  it,  whether 
that  she  believed  not  in  the  reom  of  hnraamty  to  a  people 
who  had  urged  their  resentaaent  toward  a  once  beloved 
king  evea  to  the  scafibld,  or  that  liberty  without  tbe  throne 
and  without  her  husband  was  leas  desirable  than  death. 

She  obatioately  refiised  to  descend  into  tlu  garden,  tbe 
promenade  of  which  had  beea  re-opened  to  her,  "  It  would 
be  impossible  for  her,"  she  said,  throwing  herself  into  her 
Bister's  arms,  "  to  pass  before  the  door  of  the  king's  cham- 
ber, on  the  firat  story  in  the  tower.  She  ctmstan^y  beheld 
there  the  trace  of  bis  last  step  upon  the  staircase."  Neither 
air  nor  beaven  could  cxnapenaate  her  for  such  a  suffering  of 
mind.  Only,  alarmed  for  the  consequences  of  snch  com- 
plete secluuon  to  tbe  health  of  her  children,  she  consented, 
toward  the  end  of  February,  to  take  a  little  air  and  exer 
ciae  upon  the  platform  of  the  tower. 

The  council  of  the  Commune,  informed  of  the  curiosity 
which  these  prmneaadee,  percwved  from  without,  excited 
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in  ttie  neighborhig  houses,  and  BUBpecting  tha  comnranica' 
tion  of  intelligence  by  looks,  prevented  the  captivfle  from 
even  the  sig^ht  of  the  horizoa. 

It  ordered,  after  a.  debate  of  the  26tb  of  Harcl),  that 
spaces  of  the  battlements  of  the  tower  should  be  filled  up 
by  shutters,  which,  permitting  tie  air  to  penetrate,  yet  in- 
tercepted tix  view.  These  precautions,  which  wore  cruel 
toward  the  children,  were  a  benefit  to  the  queen.  They 
concealed  from  her  die  aepect  of  as  odious  city,  die  noise 
from  the  Mreets,  and  only  permitted  her  to  behold  the 
heaven  to  which  she  aspired.  Her  healdi  chaarod,  with- 
out her  mind  perceiving  the  decay  of  her  body.  S^e  paased 
sleepless  nights,  which  were  revealed  in  the  morning  by 
her  features. 

X. 

Her  captivity  became  closer.  The  senribility,  however, 
vrhich  rules  even  opinion,  liad  introduced  devoMd  men 
through  the  vrick«s  of  the  Temple.  A  plot  was  framed 
by  some  of  the  municipals  to  soften  the  captivity  of  the 
princesaee,  and  to  conlrive  means  of  communication  from 
without.  Tonlati,  Lepitro,  Beugneau,  Vincent,  Bnino, 
Merle,  and  Michonis,  deceived  die  surveillance  of  die  other 
coiDmissioners,  and  die  precautions  of  the  Commone. 

M.  Hue,  valet  de  chambre  to  Ae  king,  who  had  remained 
free  and  forgotten  in  Paris,  was  in  communication  with 
these  commissioners,  and  thus  transmitted  to  the  princesses 
the  fects,  the  reports,  die  hopes,  and  the  plots  outside, 
which  affected  tneir  sitn&don.  Theee  communicadona, 
veriml,  or  writtmt,  conld  not  reach  the  captives  vrithont 
precautions  and  devices,  whi^  bUnded  the  eyes  of  the 
other  commissioners,  l^e  commissioners  mutually  watch- 
ed each  other.  A  look  or  gesture  of  intelligence  sUt^fn-ised 
br  one  would  have  conducted  the  other  to  die  scaflbld, 
Tonlan  and-Lepitre  borrowed  the  hand  of  Tinvy,  and  the 
medisdon  of  inanimate  objectt.  Jf  stove,  pierced  widi 
heat-holes,  was  desdned  to  warm  a  hall  on  the  first  story, 
which  served  as  a  ccmmion  antechamber  to  iJle  queen  and 
Madame  Elizabeth ;  it  was  in  the  pipes  of  this  stove  that 
Turgy  deposited  the  notes,  the  advices,  or  the  fi'agment' 
of  the  public  papers,  which  could  inform  the  princesses  of 
what  was  wished  to  be  made  known  to  them.  The  prin- 
cesses in  their  turn  concealed  their  notes,  written  with 
sympalhedc  ink,  the  ookir  of  whidi  wm  only  revealed  bf 
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ezpoiiira  to  the  fire.  The  eventa  witUn  and  witbout,  Ae 
diapoution  of  men's  miiidB,  the  pTogrsH  of  Ls  yeiid6e,  the 
surcecB  of  foreign  armies,  the  glare  of  felse  hopes,  which 
enlightened  cbimericttl  conspincies  for  their  deliver&nce, 
uid,  laMly,  some  letten,  bathed  in  teen  of  real  friendubip, 
entered  thus  into  the  prison  of  Marie  Antoinette,  But 
hope  entered  not  into  her  soul.  The  horror  of  her  situation 
was  precisely  that  of  having  nothing  more  to  fear,  and  a<ah- 
iag  more  to  hope.  She  poasesaea  not  eren  the  agitation 
of  that  snfferiog  which  struggles.  She  combined  the  peace 
of  despair  and  stillnesa  of  the  sepulduo  with  the  sena^ility 
of  life. 

II* 

On  the  31st  of  May  the  princesses  beard,  without  under- 
standing it,  the  distant  murmur  of  the  commotion  which 
carried  off  the  Out>n^ta.  They  did  not  know,  until  many 
days  afterward,  of  the  fall  of  these  men,  who,  instead  of 
deliTerincr  them  had  drawn  them  more  rapidly  on  to  their 
death.  Hubert  and  Chuimene  came  from  time  to  time  to 
feed  upon  the  spectacle  of  their  misery,  sometimes  abusive, 
Bometimea  ofiectiug  pity,  according  to  the  rage  or  suavity 
of  the  people.  Toulan,  Lepitre,  and  their  accomplices  had 
been  deoouiKed  by  the  wife  of  Tison,  who  waited  on  the 
queen.  Hey  were  executed.  This  woman  troubled  by 
remorse,  lost  her  reason,  threw  herself  at  the  feet  of  the 
queen,  implored  her  pardon,  and  disturbed  the  prison  for 
many  days  by  the  si^t  and  the  n<Mse  of  her  madness.  The  - 
princesses,  forgetting  the  denunciations  of  this  unfortunate 
being,  in  consideration  of  her  repentance  and  insanity, 
watched  over  her  by  turns,  and  deprived  themselves  at 
their  own  food  to  relieve  her. 

Afier  the  31st  of  May,  the  terror  which  reigned  in  Faria 
penetrated  even  to  the  donjon,  and  gave  to  men,  to  purposes, 
and  to  measures  a  character  of  rigor  and  peiaecutioii  stifl 
more  odious.  Each  ^nnnicipal  proved  his  patriotiam  by 
exceeding  hia  predecessor  in  insoKa. 

The  Convention,  aiier  having  decreed  that  the  queen 
should  he  judged,  ordered  her  to  be  separated  from  her 
SOD,  They  desired  this  order  to  be  read  to  the  royal  fami- 
ly. The  ^ild  threw  himself  into  his  mother's  arme,  be- 
seeching her  not  to  abandon  him  to  his  executioners.  The 
queen  placed  him  upon  her  bed,  and,  interposing  herself 
between  him  and  the  municipals,  deolored  to  mem  that 
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they  should  kill  her  on  the  spot  ■ooner  than  approach  him. 
Menaced  in  vain  by  violence  if  she  continued  to  resist  the 
decree,  slie  conteaded  for  two  hours  sgaiiut  the  injunctioiiB, 
the  threats,  the  abuse,  and  the  gestures  of  the  commis' 
sioners,  uutit  her  strength  was  totally  exhausted.  At  length, 
haring  fallen  through  lassitude  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and 
persuaded  \>y  Madame  Elizabeth  and  her  daughter,  she 
dressed  the  dauphin,  and  transferred  him,  bathed  with  her 
tears,  toEhejailera. 

The  shoemaker  Simon,  selected,  from  the  Inutalitv  of  hia 
manners,  to  replace  the  heart  of  a  rooihqr,  earned  the 
dauphm  into  the  chamber  where  that  young  king  wai 
doomed  to  die.  The  child  remained  two  days  lying  oa 
the  floor  without  accepting  any  nourishment.  No  suppli- 
cation of  the  queen  could  obtain  from  the  Commune  the 
favor  of  a  nngle  interview  with  her  son.  Fanaticism  had 
murdered  nature.  The  doors  of  the  apartment  of  the 
princesses  were  kept  bolted  night  and  day.  The  municipals 
themselves  no  longer  appeared  there.  The  turnkeys  akine 
ascended  three  timee  a  day  to  bring  them  provisions  and 
iuBpect  the  bars  of  the  windows.  No  waiting-woman  had 
replaced  the  wife  of  Tison,  who  was  confined  in  a  lunatic 
asylum.  Madame  Elizabeth  and  the  young  princess  made 
the  beds,  swdpt  the  chamber,  and  waited  upon  the  queen. 
The  only  consol^ion  of  the  princesses  was  to  ascend  each 
day  the  platform  of  their  tower,  at  the  hour  when  the 
young  dauphin  walked  on  that  on  his  side,  and  to  watch 
for  an  opportunity  of  exchanging  a  look  with  him.  The 
queen  passed  all  the  time  <i£  these  promenades,  her  eyes 
bent  upon  a  fissure  in  the  skylight,  between  the  battle- 
ments, endeavoring  to  catch  a  glunpse  of  the  shadow  of 
her  child,  and  to  hear  his  voice. 

Tison,  whom  the  remoiae  and  madness  of  ae  wife  had 
softened,  came  from  time  to  time  secretly  to  inform  Madame 
Elizabe^  of  the  Bituadon  and  health  of  the  dauphin.  The 
princess  did  not  report  half  ihe  cruel  information  she  thus 
received.  The  obscenity  and  brutality  of  Simon  depraved 
St  once  the  body  and  soul  of  bis  pupil.  He  called  him  the 
youn^  wolf  of  the  Temple.  He  treated  him  as  the  young 
of  wild  animals  are  treated,  when  taken  from  the  mother 
and  reduced  to  captivity ;  at  once  intimidated  by  blows, 
and  enervated  by  the  taming  of  thetr  keepers.  He  pun- 
ished  him  for  sensibility;  he  rewarded  meanness;  he  en 
coiiraged  vice;  be  tau^t  the  child  to  insult  the  memor* 
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of  hta  Ikdier,  the  tean  of  hia  mooter,  Ae  piatf  of  his  aunt, 
ifaft  innocence  of  his  sister,  and  the  fidelity  of  hia  paitisans. 
He  made  bim  sing  obKene  songa  in  honor  of  the  repnhlic, 
o£  the  "  lamteme,"  and  of  the  leafibtd.  Often  intoxicated, 
Simon  amused  himself  with  this  derision  of  fortune  which 
delimited  hia  base  mind.  He  made  the  child  wait  upon 
him  at  table,  himself  seated,  the  former  standing.  One 
day,  in  cruet  aport,  he  nearly  tore  an  eye  from  the  dauphiu's 
head,  by  striking  him  on  the  face  with  a  knotted  towel. 
Another  time  he  seized  a  poker  from  the  faeardi,  raised  it 
over  tbe  child's  head,  and  threatened  to  knock  him  down. 
More  frequently  he  was  lenient  wi^  him,  and  feigned  to 
compaasiouste  hia  age  and  misfbrtune,  in  order  to  gnis  his 
confidence,  and  report   his   conTeimadon  to  Hubert  ^nd 


Chaomette.  "  Capet,"  said  he  to  him  one  day,  i 
nent  when  the  Vend6an  army  paaaed  the  Loin 
Vend^ans  should  deli»er  yon,  what  would  yo«  do  1"     "  I 


would  for^ve  you,"  replied  the  child.  Simon  himaelf  was 
sfiected  by  thia  uiawei,  and  recognized  dierein  the  blood 
of  Louifl  XVI,  But  this  man,  led  oatray  by  pride  at  his 
importance,  by  fonatieiam,  and  by  wine,  was  neither  saa- 
ceptible  of  constant  brutality,  bdt  of  luting  Idtidness.  It 
was  diunkenneaa  and  ferocity  charged  by  &te  with  the 
debaaement  and  densturalizing  of  tbe  laat  germ  of  royalty. 

xn.  .. 

Un  the  2d  of  August,  at  two  o'clock  in  tbe  monring,  tbe 
queeo  was  awakened,  Aat  the  decree  might  be  read  which 
ordained  her  removal  to  the  Conciergerie,  wUle  ber  trial 
WHB  proceeding.  She  heard  the  oniM*  read  without  be- 
traying either  astonishment  or  grief.  It  was  one  Step 
nearer  the  end  which  she  saw  waa  inevitable,  and  which 
ahe  wiahed  nearer.  In  vain  did  Madame  Elizabeth  and 
ber  daughter  throw  themaelves  at  Ae  feet  of  tbe  members 
of  the  Commune,  to  anpplicate  them  not  to  sepamte  tbeiB, 
the  one  from  her  sister,  the  other  from  her  mother.  No 
word,  no  geature  answered  Aem.  Tbe  queen,  apeechless 
also,  and  still  half-naked,  was  compelled  to  drees  nereelf  in 
the  presence  of  the  group  of  men  who  filled  her  chamber. 
They  raneacked  it.  They  sealed  up  tbe  little  trinkets  and 
jewels  she  carried  about  her;  they  were  a  pocket-book,  a 
pocket-mirror,  a  gold  ring,  entwined  with  hair,  a  paper, 
upon  which  two  hearts  were  engraved  in  gold,  widi  iniliala, 
a  TMMirait  of  her  friend  the  Princeese  d"  LttmbaOe,  two 
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Other  female  portraits,  which  recalled  two  fneads  of  hoi 
infancy  at  Vienna,  and  Bome  symbolic  signH  of  devotion  lo 
the  virgin,  which  Madame  Elizabeth  had  given  her  In 
wear,  as  a  preservative  in  her  misfortunes,  and  as  a  remem- 
}wance  of  heaven  in  the  dungeon.  They  left  her  only  a 
handkerchief  and  a  twUle  <^  rinegar,  to  recover  her  fi^m 
&inting,  diould  she  yield  to  emotion  on  her  departure. 
The  queen,  folding  her  daughter  in  her  arms,  drew  her 
into  an  angle  of  the  chamber,  and,  covering  her  with  hleas- 
ings  wnA  with  tears,  bade  her  a  last  adieu.  She  reeom- 
raended  to  her  the  same  forgivei^eBS  of  their  enemies,  and 
the  same  forgetfulnesa  of  persecudon  as  Louis  XVl.  bad, 
when  dying,  recommended  to  her^  she  placed  the  hands 
oftheyounggirt  in  those  of  Madame  ElizaDeth.  "Behold," 
■aid  she,  "  the  person  who  will  be  henceforth  your  father 
and  your  mothra' ;  obey  her,  sod  love  her  as  if  she  were 
myself  And  you,  my  sister,"  said,  she  to  Madame  Eliza- 
beth, throwing  herself  into  her  arms, "  I  leave  in  you  another 
mother  to,  my  poor  children ;  love  them  as  you  have  loved 
us,  even  in  the  dungeon,  and  even  unto  death  !" 

Madame  Elisabeth  uUered  some  wordi  in  so  low  a  tone 
to  the  queen  that  no  one  heard  them.  It  was  doubtless  a 
reeommendationof  that  piety  which  governed  and  sanctified 
even  her  grief.  The  queen  bowed  her  head  in  compliance, 
and  tbea  left  the  apartment,  with  slow  step,  her  eyes  cast 
down,  and  not  dating  to  turn  a  last  look  upon  her  daughter 
and  her  sister,  for  fear  of  exhausting  her  soul  in  one  supreme 
amotion.  On  issuing  from  the  wi^et,  she  struck  her  fore- 
head against  the  beain  at  the  low  door.  She  was  asked  if 
•he  bad  hurt  herself  "  Oh  no,"  said  she,  in  an  accent  preg- 
nant wilii  her  destiny :  "noUiiog  now  can  further  harm  me. 
A  carriage,  into  which  two  municipals  ascended  with  her. 
and  which  was  escorted  by  gin*  d^armet,  conducted  her  to 
the  Condergerie. 

XIII. 
The  piison  erf  the  Concier^rie  is  hidden  under  the  vast 
■tructureoftbePalaisde  Justice,  of  which  it  fbnns  the  sub- 
terraneous floor.  It  is  thus,  as  it  were,  hollowed  out  of  its 
foundation.  These  somber  vaults  of  the  Palace  of  Sl  Louis 
are  at  present  completely  inclosed  by  the  elevation  of  the 
ground — the  earth  gradually  overwhelms  the  moniimento 
of  men  in  great  cities.  These  subterraneous  caverns  form 
the  wicket-dooiv,  the  jub,  the  oittechambera,  and  the  posts 
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of  the  gmd'aTmeTie  anil  turnkey*.  The  long  conidoTB,  a* 
low  as  cloiatera,  open  on  one  Bide  upon  arcades,  which  re- 
ceive Kgfat  from  the  meadotri,  on  the  other  upon  iome  duu' 
geone,  to  which  we  descend  bjr  atepi.  The  narrow  courts, 
scattered  in  this  rast  square  pile  of  stones,  are  obscured  bj 
the  high  walls  of  the  Palate  de  Justice.  The  daylight  de- 
scends there  perpondicularly,  and  from  afar,  as  into  the 
depths  of  large  square  wells.  The  highway  of  tbe  (juaya 
•ep&rates  the  Conciergerie  &om  the  Seine.  The  elevatioD 
of  this  floor  above  the  level  of  the  cells  and  tbe  courts,  and 
the  oozing  of  tbe  earth  saturated  with  water,  diffused  over 
tbe  pavement,  the  walls,  and  even  the  courts,  a  sepulchral 
bnmidity,  which  constantly  broke  tbe  cement,  and  covered 
tbe  masonry  of  tbe  ediSce  with  patches  of  green  moss.  The 
plash  of  the  river  under  the  bridges,  the  continued  nose  of 
carriages  upon  the  quay,  and  the  hoDow  sound  of  the  foot- 
steps of  the  crowd  which  floeVed,  during  the  hours  of  tbe 
trihunalH,  to  the  balls  of  iuetice  and  the  npper  stories  of  the 
palace,  perpetually  shook  these  vaults. 

These  noises  rolled  like  distant  tbttnder  in  the  ears  of  tbe 
prisoners,  and  seemed  to  present  to  them  constantly-  tbe 
eternal  lamentations  of  these  abodes.  Massive  pillars,  low 
vaults,  narrow  arches,  fantastical  sculpture,  with  which  the 
Gothic  chisels  had  decorated  the  edges  and  the  capitals  of 
the  pillaiB,  recalled  the  ancient  destination  of  this  palace  of 
the  kings  of  the  first  race,  changed  into  the  common  sewer 
of  vice  and  crime,  and  the  portico  of  death. 

These  gigantic  substructures  serred  as  a  fbundation  to 
ihs  high  quadrangular  tower,  from  which  once  all  the  fiefi 
of  the  kingdom  ware  raised.  This  tower  was  the  center  of 
monarchy.  Tbus,  it  was  under  this  palace  of  feudalism 
itself  that, the  vengeance  or  tbe  derision  of  late  confined  the 
agony  of  monarchy  and  the  punishment  of  feudalism.  Who 
would  have  told  the  kings  of  the  first  races,  thai  in  this  palace 
they  erected  the  prison  and  the  tomb  of  their  successors  t 
Time  ia  the  grand  expialor  of  human  affairs.  But,  alas  !  it 
avenged  itself  blindly,  and  it  washed  out,  with  the  tears  and 
die  blood  of  a  female  victim  of  the  throne,  the  wrongs  and 
oppression  of  twenty  kings  I 

XIV. 

When  you  have  descended  the  steps  of  a  large  stMrcase, 

and  have  passed  by  two  large  doorways,  yon  enter  into  a 

cloister,  the  arcades  of  whidi  open  npon  a  court,  tbe  proms 
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nade  of  the  prisonora.  A  aeries  of  roag^ily  planed  oaken 
dooiB,  fastened  with  bands,  locks,  end  maBsive  bolts,  langed 
ou  the  left  under  these  corridors.  The  second  of  these  doors, 
on  issuing  from  the  wickets,  looked  into  a  small  subten-a- 
neous  chamber,  the  floor  of  which  was  lower  by  three  steps 
than  the  threshold  of  the  corridor.  A  barred  window  bor- 
rowed light  front  a  court,  narrow  and  deep  as  an  empty- 
cistern.  On  the  left  of  this  first  cell,  a  door  still  lower  than 
the  first,  but  without  festenioga  and  bolts,  led  to  a  kind  of 
eepulchral  vault,  paved  and  walled  in  freestone,  blackened 
by  the  smoke  of  torches,  and  encrusted  by  dampness.  A 
window,  taking  its  light  from  the  same  meadow  as  that  of 
the  antechamber,  ana  gami^ed  with  trellis-work  of  inter- 
woven iron  bars,  allowed  a  light  always  similar  to  twilight 
to  filter  throngfa.  At  the  bottom  of  this  little  cellar,  on  the 
side  opposite  the  window,  a  miserable  pallet,  without  can- 
opy or  cuTtuns,  with  covering  of  coarse  cloth,  such  as  that 
which  passes  from  one  bed  to  the  other  in  hospitals  and 
barracks,  a  small  deal  table,  a  wooden  box,  and  two  straw 
chairs,  formed  all  the  furniture.  It  was  there  that,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  and  by  the  light  of  a  tallow  candle,  the 
Queen  of  France  was  thrown,  fdlen  from  grade  to  grade, 
from  mis&rtane  to  misfortune,  from  Versailles  and  from 
TriaiMn,  even  into  this  dungeon.  Two  gtm*  ^arvut,  with 
naked  swords  iu  hand,  were  placed  on  duty  in  the  first 
chamber,  with  the  door  open,  and  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 
interior  of  the  queen's  cell,  being  charged  not  to  lose  ragbt 
of  her  even  in  her  sleep. 

XV. 
Men  cannot,  however,  alvraysfindimplacable instruments 
ftw  their  ibrocity.  Even  dungeons  have  their  mitigations. 
A  respectiul  gesture,  a  look  of  intelligence,  the  sound  of  a 
sympathizing  T<HCe,  a  stolen  word,  made  the  victim  compre- 
hend that  she  was  not  as  yet  totally  shut  out  from  humanity. 
This  communicadon  with  that  which  breathes  and  feels  on 
earth,  gives  to  the  unfortunate,  even  in  the  last  hour,  a  link 
with  existence.  The  queen  found  in  the  countenance,  in 
the  eyes,  and  in  the  soul  of  Madame  Richard,  the  vrife  of 
tiie  concierge,  this  feeling  concealed  under  the  rigor  of  her 
duties.  The  hand  ordained  to. bruise  her  became  softened, 
in  order  to  comfort  her.  Every  thing  which  the  arbitral; 
law  of  a  prison  permitted  to  be  adopted,  as  alleviation  of 
the  rules  in  captivity,nouriflhment,  and  solitude,  was  essayed 
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by  Madame  Ricbard,  to  prore  to  ber  prisaner  tliat,  ev«i  in 
the  depth  of  tier  raiBfiiitunes,  she  still  reined,  through  pity 
and  devotion,  over  one  hearc 

Madame  Richard,  a  royalist  id  Temembrsnce,  felt  less 
fitide  in  having  the  guardianihip  of  tfae  daughter,  the  wife, 
and  the  mother  of  kiugr,  conaigned  to  her  mer<^,  than  in 
the  happiness  of  being  able  to  dry  her  taan.  She  intro- 
Juced  Bome  necessary  or  coavenieDt  furrutun  into  the  duo- 
geon  ef  tfae  queen.  Sbe  sent  to  the  Temple  to  seek  the 
tapeatry-wivlE.  the  halls  of  wool,  and  the  needles  nhich 
Marie  Antoinette  had  left  there;  Madame  Richard  herself 
prepared  tfae  prinoner's  food.  She  brought  ber  news  of 
ber  sister,  her  Mu^er,  and  her  son,  which  abe  procured  by 
correapoitdetice  with  the  Temple.  She  transmtited,  through 
tbe  median  of  commiiaionera,  who  were  acoonqilioea,  newa 
from  tbe  queen  to  her  aisCer  and  the  children.  The  ood- 
cierge  Richard,  altbongh  apparently  more  a«stere,  shared 
in  aU  the  feetings  of  hii  wife,  and  joined  ber  in  all  these  oon- 


XVI. 

People  wiUiout  were  unomnt  of  the  ptmod  at  which 
Uarie  Antoinette  waa  to  be  tried.  This  adjournment  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  caused  a  hope  that  they 
would  decflire  the  ferocious  impatience  of  the  populace,  or 
wear  it  out  by  delay.  Man^  munidpala  joined  seemly  in 
plots  of  escape.  Madame  Richard  favored  tlie  introducdon 
of  these  devoted  men  into  tbe  cell.  Sbe  cleverly  engaged 
the  BttenUon  of  tlte  gatt  d'armea  on  guard  in  the  twtecbam- 
ber  during  these  rapid  interviews.  Micbonis,  a  member  of 
the  municipaliw,  and  adminiatrator  of  police,  who  had  al- 
ready proved  his  devoticm  to  the  royal  &mi]jr  in  the  Temple, 
at  tfae  peril  of  fais  life,  continued  tbe  same  devotion  in  the 
Conoienoie.  By  his  favor  a  royalist  gendeman,  named 
Rougevule,  was  introduced  into  the  piison,  saw  the  queen, 
and  offered  her  a  flower  which  contained  a  note.  This  note 
spoke  of  deliverance,  and  waa  detected  in  the  banda  of  the 
queen  by  one  of  the  geni  Sarmet.  Micbonis  was  arrested. 
Madame  Richard  and  ber  husband,  deprived  of  their  func- 
tions, were  cast  into  tbe  dongeons  where  they  had  permitted 
iDdulgence  to  enter.     The  queen  trembled. 

But  this  time  a  generou  ueart  avoided  the  insults  which 
Hebeit  and  Cbaomette  ordered  to  be  inflicted  on-  tbeir 
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No  wontaa's  hand  coold  be  fbund,  wbich  wbuld  lencE  it 
■elf  u  an  inBtrament  of  toitnra  to  another  woman  BO  hi^y 
bom,  and  so  lowly  fallen. 

It  was  in  CMitemplatioa  to  bmtow  tbo  office  of  aaaaemff» 
of  the  prison  on  tbe  brutal  Simon.  M.  and  Madaim  Baob. 
[be  fonaer  cvaoiBtgem  of  Lft  Fturce,  tolicited  9»i  obtaiDod 
the  post,  with  the  inteotifm  of  asMiaging  the  captivity  (wd 
consoling  the  last  hoars  of  their  fonoer  migtreso.  Th« 
princasa,  who  had  protected  them  in  die  time  of  bei  on- 
nipotence,  rejoiced  to  find  in  them  well-kBown  faeea  and 
faithful  heuto. 

Madame  Bault,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  ComtMiiM^ 
which  enjoined  her  to  give  nothing  mtwe  to  the  quem  than 
the  bread  and  -water  allowed  to  the  pTiaonerB,prrawred  km 
food  herself.  la  {dace  of  the  fetid  water  of  the  Sein^  she 
caused  pure  water  to  be  brought  dai^  from  Areueil,  su)^ 
as  the  queen  had  been  accustomed  to  drink  at  "Xnunm. 
Fruit  anid  Elower  women  from  the  market,  who  were  wont 
in  former  days  to  serve  the  royal  houses,  secretly  IwMigfat 
melons,  peaces,  uid  bouquets,  which  the  concierge  allow- 
ed to  reach  hii  prisoner,  thus  testifying  the  fidelity  of  hi* 
heart,  under  the  most  humble  citcumBt^ces.  The  iateiior 
of  the  cell  thus  preeented  to  the  captive  some  resemhtane* 
and  odor  of  those  gardens  she  had  so  mach  loved.  Idad- 
ame  Bault,  to  aflect  harshness  and  incorruptibility  in  ber 
surveillaace,  never  entered  the  princess's  cell ;  her  hn^wnd 
only  presented  himself  thaie,  acoompanied  by  administra- 
tOTB  u  poUce. 

The  humidity  of  the  gnnad  had  caus^  the  two  oalj 
gavrua  which  the  qttnea  powessed — the  one  a  whit«  one, 
the  other  s  black,  which  she  woie  alternately— to  fall  ia 
tatters.  Her  three  chemises,  her  stockings,  and  ber  sboea,i 
constantly  asturated  with  water,  were  in  the  sune  eoqdi- 
tion.  Madame  Banlt's  daughter  mended  these  dresses  aad 
shoes,  and  secretly  £stiibuted,  as  relics,  the  pieces  and 
shreds  which  o^me  off  them.  This  young  mrf,  wbo  wa» 
admitted  every  .moruing  into  the  dungeon,  and  who,  by  ber 
gaiety  uid  grace,  sa&ooed  the  hanlmess  «f  tbejefutTarmefi 
assisted  to  dj;ess  thei^ueen,  and  to  turn  the  mattress  of  hei 
bed,  She  dressed  the  prisoiter's  head ;  hex  hair,  once  so 
thick  and  bright,  had  grown  white,  and  fell  from  a  head, 
but  lbiity.«eTen  years  of  a^aaif  natuie  had  prescience  of 
iba  shortness  of  her  life. 

roi.  la. — G  .:..  .i 
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xvn. 

The  queea  wrote,  by  means  of  a  neeclle'B  point,  thu 
tbongfats  wfaicli  ahe  desired  to  retain  npon  the  stucco  erf"  the 
wbD.  One  of  the  cominianoDen,  who  vUted  her  cfaanber 
kfter  faer  sentence,  copied  Mnae  of  theae  inacriptiona.  The 
greater  number  were  German  or  Italian  venea  aUudisg  to 
ber  fate.  The  reet  were  little  veraea  in  imitation  of  the 
Psafan*  and  of  the  Gospel.  The  wall  of  the  side  opponta 
to  the  window  was  corered  with  them. 

Theae  slight  alleviations  of  captivity  conld  not,  however, 
extend  so  &r  as  to  alter  the  nakedness,  the  darkness,  and 
the  Btillneas  of  the  piison.  The  queen  having  expressed  a 
wirii  fi>r  a  eotton  counterpane  lighter  than  the  heavy  cover- 
ing of  coane  wool,  which  oppraased  ber  in  her  sleep,  Baolt 
innsmitted  this  request  to  the  solicitor-general  of  the 
Commune. 

"  How  dare  yon  make  Snch  a  request,"  answered  Hubert 
brutally,  **  you  deserve  to  be  aent  to  the  gwllotine  I" 

The  queen  aonght  every  meana  of  bequeathing  to  her 
oluldren  or  her  friends  some  material  token  of  the  remem> 
brance  which  she  cherished  for  tbem  even  in  death.  She 
plucked  out  the  threads  of  the  old  woolen  coverlet,  which 
was  stretched  npon  her  bed,  one  by  one.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  two  ivory  tooth-picks,  converted  into  tapestry 
needlee,  she  pUuted  a  garter ;  when  she  had  finished  it,  she 
made  a  ngn  to  Bault,  and  let  it  fall  at  her  fault,  Bauh, 
pretending  to  have  dropped  his  handkerchief,  stooped  to 
pick  it  up,  and  thus  concealed  it  from  the  observaoon  of 
tlie  gau  d'armei.  This  last  and  affecting' work  of  the 
queen,  bathed  in  tears,  was,  after  ber  death,  transmitted  to 
Mr  daughter. 

During  die  last  days  of  her  confiDement,  the  jailer  had 
•btained  permisaion,  under  the  pretext  of  better  guarantee- 
ing hia  reaponaibility,  that  the  gmt  dfarme*  shoald  be  with- 
dnwn  from  the  interior,  and  placed  outside  the  door  in 
die  corridor.  The  queen  had  no  longer  to  aabmit  to  the 
■tai«,  the  convenation,  and  the  continual  insnltB  of  her  in- 
■pectdra.  She  had  no  longer  any  aociet^  but  her  thoughts. 
Iwe  passed  the  boors  in  rmding,  meditation,  and  prayer. 

2VTII. 

Ob  the  13th  of  October,  Feuquier  Tinville  came  to  rotify 
Id  Iter  faia  act  of  accusation.    She  listened  to  it  u  a  finm 
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Ot  deBtb,  whicb  vm  not  worth  the  honor  of  diactudtm. 
Her  critne  wak,  beinz  a  queen,  &e  conBort  and  mother  of 
a  kintf,  and  the  having  abhorred  a  revolution  which  de- 

E rived  her  of  a  crown,  of  her  husband,  her  children,  and  ' 
er  life.  To  love  the  Kevolation.  abe  must  have  hated 
nature,  and  deatroyed  all  baman  feeling.  Between  her 
and  the  republic  there  was  no  legal  form"  it  waa  hatred 
even  to  death.  The  stronger  of  the  two  inflicted  it  on  the 
other.  It  was  not  justice :  it  waa  vengeance.  The  queen, 
knew  it ;  the  woman  received  it ;  she  could  not  repent ; 
and  she  would  not  supplicate.  She  cboae,  as  a  matter  of 
.  form,  two  defendeis — Chauveau-Lagarde  and  Tronsoo- 
Ducondray. 

These  advocates,  young,  generous,  and  of  high  repute,  had 
secretly  solicited  this  honor.  They  sought,  m  the  solonin 
trial  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  not  a  despicable  salary  foi 
Aeir  eloquence,  hut  the  applause  of  poeterity.  Nevertheless, 
a  remnant  of  that  instinct  uf  life  which  causes  the  dying  to 
seek  a  chance  of  safety,  even  when  impossible,  occnpied  the 
queen  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  following  nigot  She 
noted  some  answeis  to  the  interrogatories  to  which  she  had 
to  submit. 

The  following  day,  14th  of  October,  at  noon,  she  dressed 
hereelf,  and  arranged  her  hair,  with  all  the  decorum  which 
Ae  simplicity  and  poverty  of  ber  garments  permitted.  She 
did  not  affecf  a  display  of  the  rags  whicb  should  have  made 
the  republic  blush.  She  did  not  dream  of  moving  the  regards 
of  the  people  to  pity.  Her  dignity  as  a  woman  and  a  queen 
forbade  her  to  make  any  display  of  her  misery. 

She  ascended  the  stairsof  the  judgment-ball,  aurroonded 
bya  strongeecortof^MtfonnerM,  crossed  through  the  mul- 
titude  which  so  solemn  a  vengeance  had  drawn  into  the 

gassages,  and  seated  henelf  upon  the  bench  of  the  accused, 
!er  forehead,  scathed  by  the  Revolution,  and  faded  iy 
grief,  was  neither  humbled  nor  cast  down.  Her  eyes,  sat' 
rounded  by  that  black  circle,  which  want  of  rest  and  tears 
had  graved  like  a  bed  of  sorrow  beneath  the  eyelids,  still 
darted  some  rayS  of  their  farmer  brilliancy  into  the  faces  of 
ber  enemies.  The  beauty  which  had  intoxicated  the  court, 
and  dazzled  Kurope,  was  no  longer  discernible;  but  its 
traces  could  still  be  distinguished.  Her  mouth  sorrowfully 
preserved  the  folds  of  royS  pride,  but  ill  eflaced  by  the  lines 
at  kmg  suffering.  The  natoral  freshness  of  her  northern 
completion  still  itrnggled  with  the  livid  palor  of  Him  prison. 
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Bar  bftir,  wtbteMd  by  Higuuii,  oontrBoted  with  lliis  youth  td 
omiBMtaaM  and  figura,  ud  flowed  down  upon  her  neck ,  as  ia 
biner  tkriuoa  ofuefioe  of  jouth  and  boauty.  Her  eoun- 
-  tsnance  waa  natnral-Hnot  that  of  an  initited  queen,  iaault- 
iDg  kt  the  depth  of  ber  conteomt  the  people  who  triumphed 
«Mr  heiw.aor  that  oi  a  si^Miant  who  intercedes  by  her 
hnmility,  and  who  seeka  ibrbearanee  In  campaaaiaD,  bat  that 
of  a  victim  whom  l<»g  nuafwtiute  had  habitnated  to  het  lot, 
•who  had  fiirgotten  that  *he  was  a  quew,  who  reroembeied 
only  that  rite  waa  a  woman,  who  clainled  nothing  of  her 
vamped  rank ;  who  reaigned  nothing  of  the  dignity  of  her 
acK  and  her  deep  diatresa. 

IIX 

The  crowd,  lilent  throngh  curioaity  rather  than  emolioa, 
ooBtem^ated  her  with  eager  looks.  The  populace  seemed 
to  rejoice  at  having  thia  hutg^ty  WMnan  at  tbur  fo^  and 
meastu«d  their  greataen  end  their  strength  by  the  iUl  of 
their  moat  fonnidaUe  enemy.  The  crowd  was  composed 
priocipaUyof  women,  who  had  tmdertak^n  to  accompany  the 
oondeauied  to  the  soafibld  with  every  possible  insult.  The 
'udges  were  Hermann,  Foucault,  Sellier,  Coffinhal,  Deli^ge, 
'*  igmey,  Maire,  Deniaoc,  and  Masson.    Hermann  presided. 

"  What  is  your  name  1"  demanded  HennaiH)  of  the 
aocoaed.  "  I  am  called  M!arie  Antoinette  of  Lonraiue,  in 
Aaattia,"  answered  the  queen.  Her  low  and  agitated  voice 
aeested  to  ask  pardon  of  the  audience  for  the  greatBeaa  (£ 
.theae  names.  "  Your  oooditiou  1"  "  Widow  of  Louis, 
formerly  king  of  the  French."  "  Your  agel"  "Thiity- 
aeven." 

FouquioT  TinviUe  read  the  act  of  aoonaalioB  to  the  tr^ 
bunaL  It  waa  the  summing  up  of  all  the  supposed  criuea 
of  birtii,  rank,  and  situation  eS&  young  quaaoii  »  stranger, 
adored  in  ber  court,  omnipotent  over  die  heart  of  a  weak 
king,  {HKgudiced  against  the  ideas  that  she  did  not  coarae- 
hmM,  and  against  institutions  which  dethroned  her.  This 
Mrt  <rf  the  accUBution  was  but  the  act  of  accusation  of  fate. 
Thaae  cnaaes  were  true,  but  they  were  the  faults  of  ber 
rank.  Tbs  tjoeen  could  no  more  absolve  herself  fron  them, 
than  the  peo^  ftois  accusing  her  of  tbem.  The  remainder 
of  the  a(d  of  accusatioD  was  only  an  odious  echo  of  all  the 
tepoita  and  munnun  which  had  crept  during  ten.  years  into 
pttbSc  beliefi  vi  prod^ality,  anpposed  li^ntiousBesa,  and 
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cooTerted  into  cTiiiHnatio&.  She  beard  all  dris  without  be- 
traying any  sign  of  emotion  or  astoni^ment,  ae  a  woman 
accnetomed  to  hatred,  and  with  whom  catumtiy  had  lost  its 
bittemesa,  and  insult  its  poignancy.  Her  fingen  wandered 
heedlessly  over  the  bar  of  the  chair,  like  those  of  a  wotnaa 
who  recalh  remembrancea  upon  the  keya  of  a  harpatchord. 
She  endured  the  roice  of  Fouquier  Tinville,  but  she  heard 
him  not.  l^e  witneeses  were  called  and  interrogated 
After  each  evidence  HermRDB  ad^eseed  the  a<xuaed.  She 
answered  with  preseace  of  ni&ad,  and  briefly  discusaed 
die  evidence  as  she  refuted  it.  Ttie  only  error  in  this  de- 
fense was  the  defense  itself. 

XX. 
Many  cf  those  witoesees, taken  from  iho  piieoBS  in  wlneb 
Aey  were  already  confined,  recalled  other  daya  to  her,  and 
were  thewiBelTes  affected  st  aeeing  the  Queen  of  France  si 
soch  ignominy.  Of  this  number  was  Manuel,  acGusect  of 
humamty  in  the  temple,  and  who  gloried  in  the  accasatioa ; 
Bailly,  who  bent  with  more  respect  before  the  down&ll  of 
the  queen  than  be  had  done  before  her  power.  The 
anwers  of  Marie  Antoinette  conpronused  no  tme.  She 
offered  her^lf  alone  to  the  hatred  .of  her  enemies;  aad 
Eeueronsly  shielded  all  her  friends.  £ach  time  tbu  the  de- 
bates of  the  trial  brought  up  the  names  of  the  Prineease  d« 
Lamballe,  or  the  Duchesa  of  Poltgnac,  to  whoea  she  had 
been  most  tenderly  attached,  her  voice  assumed  a  tone  of 
feeling.  Borrow,  and  regard.  She  evinced  ber  determinatioR 
not  to  abandon  ber  sentiments  before  death,  and  that  ^ehe 
delivered  her  head  to  ihs  people,  she  would  not  yield  them 
her  heart  to  profane.  The  ignominy  of  certain  aocusatiou 
sought  to  diBtionor  her,  even  in  her  maternal  fedings.  The 
cynic  Hubert,  wbo  vras  heard  as  a  vdtness  upon  what  had 
passed  at  the  Temple,  imputed  acts  of  depravity  and  de 
bauchery  to  the  queen,  extending  even  to  the  corruption  of 
her  own  son,  "  vrith  the  intention,"  said  he,  "  of  enervating 
the  ouul  and  body  of  that  child,  and  reigning  in  his  name 
over  the  ruin  of  his  understanding."  The  pious  Madame 
£lizabetb  was  named  as  wkness  and  accomplice  in  these 
crimes.  The  indignation  of  the  audience  broke  out  at  these 
words,  not  against  the  accused,  but  against  the  accuser. 
Outraged  natunyroused  itseUI  The  queen  made  a  sign 
of  horror,  not  fi^wipg  how  to  answer  without  soiling  ber 
Vpe.     A  Juryman  took  up  the  teetimony  of  Hubert,  and 
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allied  the  ftccued  whj  she  bad  not  replied  to  tb«  acoisalionl 
"  I  have  not  answered  it,"  eaid  sbe,  riaing  wi^  the  majestj 
of  innocence,  and  the  indig;nBtion  of  modesty,  "  becanee 
there  are  accuBotions  to  wnicb  nature  I'efusea  to  reply." 
Afterward,  turning  toward  the  women  of  the  audience, 
die  moat  enraged  against  her,  and  Bummonin^  them  by  the 
teetiniDny  of  their  hearts  and  their  commumty  of  sex,  "I 
appeal  against  it  to  all  mothers  here  present,"  cried  she.  A 
abndder  of  luwror  against  Hubert  ran  through  the  crowd. 
The  queen  answered  vrith  no  less  dignity  to  the  imputations 
which  were  alleged  against  her  of  having  abused  her  as- 
cendency orer  the  weakness  of  her  husband.  "  I  never 
knew  that  character  of  faim,"  said  she;  "  I  was  but  bis  wife, 
and  ray  du^,  as  well  as  my  pleasure,  was  to  conibim  to  his 
will."  She  did  not  sacrifice,  by  a  tangle  word,  the  memonr 
and  honor  of  the  king,  for  the  purpose  of  her  own  justifi- 
oation,  or  to  the  pride  of  having  reined  in  his  name.  She 
desired  to  carry  back  to  him  to  neaven  his  memory  honored 
or  avenged, 

XXT. 

AAer  Ihe  cloein^  of  these  long  debates,  Hermann  sum- 
med up  the  accusation,  and  declared  that  the  emire  French 
people  deposed  agunat  Marie  Antoinette,  He  invoked 
panuhment  in  the  name  of  equality  in  crime  and  equality 
m  punishment— and  put  the  question  of  guilty  to  the  juiy. 
Chaaveau'Iiagarde  and  Tronaon-Ducouoray,  in  their  de- 
fense, excited  posterity  without  being  able  to  affect  the 
audience  or  the  judges.  The  jury  deliberated  for  form's 
sake,  and  rMumed  to  the  hall  oner  an  hour's  interval.  The 
queen  was  called  upon  to  bear  her  sentence.  Sbe  bad  al- 
ready heard  it  in  the  stamping  and  joy  of  the  crowd,  which 
filled  the  palace.  Shelistaned  toit  witboat  uttering  a  single 
word,  or  making  any  motion.  Hermann  asked  her  if  she 
had  any  thing  to  say  upon  tbe  pain  of  death  being  pro- 
nounced upon  her.  She  shook  her  head,  and  arose  as  if  to 
walk  to  her  execution.  She  disdained  to  reproach  tbe 
people  with  the  rigor  of  her  destiny  and  with  their  cruelty. 
To  supplicate  woiild  have  been  to  acknowledge  it,-  to  com- 
plain would  have  been  to  bumble  herself;  to  weep,  would 
nave  been  to  abase  herself.  She  wrapped  bereeli  in  that 
silence  which  was  her  last  protection.  F|i9ciou8  applause 
(bllowea  her  even  to  the  staircase  whi^  nBceuda  from  iba 
tribmial  to  the  prison. 
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Th«  fint  iigfat  of  day  begaa  to  atrnggle  under  tbeM 
VRulls  with  the  flambeaux  with  which  the  gau  d'arme* 
lighted  their  ateps.  It  was  four  in  the  morning.  Her  last 
i»y  had  commenced.  She  was  placed,  while  awaiting  tlie 
hour  of  ponishment,  in  the  dark  hall  wherein  the  coademn- 
ed  await  the  execudoner.  She  asked  the  jailo"  for  ink, 
paper,  and  a  pen,  and  wrote  the  following  lener  to  her  si*- 
ter,  which  was  found  afl«rfrard  amone  the  papen  of 
Contfaon,  to  whom  Fouqaier  TinviQe  rendered  homage,  bj 
these  carioskies  <^the  ^ath  and  reUca  of  royalty. 

'■  This  ISA  Oct.,  at  half  put  fim  ia  the  moniar. 
"  I  write  you,  my  nater,  br  the  last  time.  I  have  hem 
condemned,  not  to  an  ignominuNia  doadi,  that  only  awaits 
ctiminala,  but  to  go  and  njoin  your  bmtber.  Innoeaot  as 
he,  I  hope  to  show  tbe  same  finnnesa  aa  be  did  in  tbeae  laat 
moments.     I  grieve  Utterly  at  leaving  my  poor  cUldreB; 

Cknow  tbu  I  existed  1>ut  for  them  and  jaa—^jtn  wba 
a  by  your  friendship  sacrificed  all  to  be  with  as.  la 
what  a  position  do  I  leave  yoat  I  have  laamed,  by  dw 
pleadinga  on  my  trial,  that  my  daughter  was  separated  from 
you.  Alas !  my  poor  childr— I  dare  not  write  to  her ;  Ao 
would  not  receive  my  letter ;  I  know  cot  even  if  this  may 
reach  rou.  Receive  my  bleemng  lor  both.  I  hope  one 
day,  when  they  are  older,  they  may  rejoin  you,  and  reifMce 
in  liberty  at  your  tender  care.  May  iboy  both  tynk  on 
what  I  have  never  ceased  to  inspire  them  with  I  May  their 
friendship  and  mutual  confidence  form  tfaeir  happiness  1 
May  my  daughter  feel  diat  at  her  age  riie  ought  always  to 
aid  ber  brother  with  that  advice  with  which  the  grMter  ex- 

Kdence  she  poasesses,  and  her  fiiendship  should  ingptre 
r  I  Hay  my  son,  on  Us  part,  render  to  his  rister  every 
care  and  servioe  which  afiection  can  dictate  I  Hay  they,  in 
aboit,  both  f^I,  in  whatever  position  they  may  find  tbem- 
selves,  that  they  never  can  be  truly  happy  htat  by  their 
union !  Let  them  take  example  by  us.  How  much  con- 
solation has  our  friendship  given  us  in  our  misfortunes  I 
And,  in  happiness,  to  share  it  with  a  friend  is  doubly  sweet. 
Where  can  one  find  any  more  tender  or  dearer  than  in 
one's  own  family  1  Let  my  son  never  forget  the  last  words 
of  his  father.  I  repeat  them  to  him  eiproasly  : — '  Ltt  Am 
lever  attempt  tq  avenge  our  death  !' 

"I  must  i«ifa>eak  to  you  of  a  matter  most  pamml  to 
my  wart.    I  kSow  how  mudi  tnmbte  thi.  child  must  havs 
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given  you.  Pardon  bin,  my  dear  aiBtar ;  think  of  Ilia  age 
and  how  easy  it  is  to  make  a  child  say  what  one  wishes,  and 
what  be  even  does  not  comprehend.  A  day  will  arrive,  I 
hope,  when  be  will  the  l>eAter  feel  aU  tbe  value  of  your 
kindness  and  affection  for  them  both.  It  still  remains  to  ma 
to  confide  to  you  my  last  thoughts.  I  bad  desired  to  write 
them  from  the  commencement  of  the  trial;  but,  exclusively^ 
of  their  not  permitting  me  to  write,  the  proceedings  have 
been  so  rapid  that  I  should  really  not  have  had  the  time. 

"  I  die  in  tbe  Catholic,  Apostolic,. and  Boman  reliffion; 
in  that  of  tny  fathers ;  in  that  in  which  I  have  been  bred, 
and  wUdi  I  have  always  pn^essed,  having  no  apiritual 
OonsoUtion  to  expect,  not  knowing  if  priests  of  this  religion 
■till  eziat  here — and  eveu  the  [Jace  in  which  I  am  would 
Wtpoae  them  too  much,  were  aej  ouce  to  enter  it,  J  nn^ 
eerely  ask  pardon  of  Qod  for  oil  tbe  errora  I  may  have 
committed  during  my  life.  I  hope  tbat,  in  his  kindness,  he 
will  aecapt  my  last  vows,  M  well  as  those  I  faave  long  ainee 
made,  that  he  may  voudhs^  to  receive  my  soul,  is  his 
nerey  and  goodoMs.  I  ask  pardon  of  all  those  with  whom 
X  am  aequamted,  and  of  you,  my  sister,  iu  ptuticular,  for  all 
the  trouble  which,  widiout  desiring  it,  1  aaj  faave  caused 

ria.  I  forgive  all  my  enemies  the  evil  they  havo  done  me. 
say  here  adieu  to  my  aunts,  and  to  all  my  brothers  and 
sisters.  I  had  friends,  and  the  idea  of  being  separated  for- 
ever from  them  and  their  sorrows,  causes  me  the  greatest 
'  regret  I  experience  in  dying.  Let  them,  at  least,  know  that 
in  my  last  moments  I  have  thought  oi  tbem.  Adieu,  my 
good  and  kind  sister  !  May  this  letter  reach  you !  Think 
<tf  me  always  1  I  embrace  you  vrith  all  my  heart,  as  well 
as  those  poor  and  dear  childreiu. .  .  .  My  God,  how 
heart-rendiag  it  ia  to  quit  tbem  for  ever  I  Adieu  I  .  . . . 
Adieu  I  ....  I  ought  no  loi^r  to  occupy  myseK  but  mik 
my  ^iritual  duties.  Aa  I  am  not  mistress  of  my  actions, 
they  ma^  bring  me  perhaps  a  priest  But  I  here  protest 
tbat  I  will  not  tell  him  one  word,  and  that  I  will  treat  him 
absolutely  as  a  stranger." 

ixn. 

This  letter  being  ftnished,  she  kissed  each  page  repeat- 
edly, as  if  they  could  transmit  the  warmth  of  her  Inu  and 
'''  '        s  of  her  tears  to  her  children.     She  folded  it 


wilkout  sealing  it,  and  gave  it  to  tbejM||cie:  _ 

He  remitted  it  to  Fouquier  Tiuville.     1™bs  beon  stated 
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that  ah«  b&d  TOceived,  in  her  Ittst  momentB,  a  nsit  Srom  at 
mncoafinued  priest,  and  the  BacTunnit  of  the  C&tbolic  re* 
ligion.  Her  death  had  none  of  thfwe  conBolatiorw  to  aa- 
Buage  or  to  fortify  it  in  its. last  agonj'.  Here  ia,  frora  the 
lips  of  an  eye-witnoea,  the  truthftil  account  of  the  religions 
circurostances  wliich  preceded  the  execution  of  the  queen. 

The  republic,  even  in  iu  most  teorible  ezcessea,  had  not 
entirely  bn^cen,  as  waa  believed,  with  Ood,  nor  severed  aO 
thebandaof  man  vrilb  religion,  mid  of  the  aonl  with  immor- 
talitj.  It  had  nationalized  iu  ibrmi  of  worship ;  hat  it  had 
neither  abalished  the  exercise  n'>r  the  wages  of  ihia  natioit' 
alized  adoratioo.  It  had  preserved  the  anci«nt  c«stoRM  of 
criminal  justice,  the  habit  of  sending  tniniKera  of  teligion  to 
the  condemned,  previons  to  execntion. 

There  were  constitutioiial  priests.  The  tnshop  (MT  Paris, 
Gobel,  ecrupulous^  inroected  this  chaiitabie  service  of  die 
dergj  in  the  prisom.  ?!>«  mult^ilicity  of  punishments  had 
compelled  him  to  augment  thenumber  of  ecclesiasdcs  who 
devoted  themaelvea  to  these  dutiea.  There  w«m  always  at 
the  biahopric  five  or  six  appointed  priests,  pions  sentinels, 
who  relieved  each  other  in  this  species  of  fttnereal  duty. 
Whenever  the  revolotiansry  tribunal  If&d  decreed  death, 
the  president  transmitted  a  list  of  the  condemn«d  to  Fon- 
quier  Tinville.  Fouqnier  remitted  it  to  the  birfiop.  He 
informed  the  priests,  and  they  divided  the  prisons  between 
them,  The  same  fimaality  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
queen ;  only  &e  high  station  of  the  victim,  the  horror  of  the 
mia«OD,  the  Tepugnance  to  attaoh  their  name  in  hist(»y  to 
any  oircumstances  of  this  nmrder,  which  would  resound  so 
remotely  to  posterity ;  tn  sbon,  the  dread  that  the  fury  of 
the  people  would  not  permit  the  oortige  even  to  reach  the 
scafibld,  and  might  sacrifice  with  the  queen  the  miniBter  of 
wcH^hip  who  should  assist  her  npon  the  car;  the  certainty 
of  seeing  theitiselves  repulsed  by  a  woman  who  rejected 
the  wh^  revelation,  even  to  its  prayers,  rendered  the 
prieets  of  Oobel  timid  and  tardy  in  toe  accomplishment  of 
diese  duties  with  Mcme  Antoinette.  They  shifted  the  re- 
sponsibiJity  fitnn  one  to  another. 

Three  among  them,  however,  presented  themselves  during 
t^-night  at  di&Goucierge,  and  timidly  ofi%red  dieir  minis- 
try-to. the  quee^.  One  was  the  constitutional  curate  of  St. 
Ikndry,  named  "Gerard ;  anotiier,  one  of  the  vicars  of  the 
U^op  of  ParSiiBe  diird  an  Alsatian  priest,  named  Loth-. 
ringer.     Tlie  t^ueen  rvcaiTad  them  nther  as  the  precurson 
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tf  the  execudoner  than  u  the  procuraon  of  Christ  Tha 
acbism  with  which  they  were  infected  waa,  in  her  eyes,  one 
ofrheBtainaof  the  republic,  The  eeemfiness  of  their  man- 
aere  and  convenation,  however,  touched  the  queen.  She 
colored  her  refusal  with  an  expreaaion  erf'  gratitude  and  re- 
gret "  I  thank  you,"  she  said  to  the  Abbe  Gerard ;  "  but 
mj  religion  forbida  me  to  iSceiTe  the  pardon  of  Ood  from 
the  mouth  of  a  prieat  of  any  other  than  the  Homan  co<ntnu< 
nioD.  I  aball  have  much  need  of  it,  howeTsr,"  added  she, 
with  a  mUd  and  aorrowftil  hntniKty,  which  conimaed  itaelf 
tn  her  haatt  before  man,  and  not  heibre  the  prieat ;  "  for  I 
am  a  gntt  ainaer  1  But  I  am  about  to  receive  a  great  aacn- 
ment?"  "  Yea,  martyrdom  I"  concluded  the  curate  of  St. 
Landry,  in  a  low  voice,  and  he  retired  bowing. 

The  Abb^  Lambert,  a  young  man  of  a  noble  figure,  of  & 
stature  rather  military  than  aaeerdotal,  of  pure  republican- 
iam,  and  of  a  sincere  faith,  although  agitated  by  the  storms 
of  liie  dme,  remained  reapectfiilly  at  a  distance  behind  bis 
two  coadjutons.  He  contemplated,  in  silence,  this  fearful 
expiation  of  royalty  by  a  woman,  and  left  m  amazement, 
die  team  flowii^  from  his  eyes. 

Th«  Abb^  Lotbringer  perriated  in  his  charity,  which 
more  resembled  ap  obligation-  than  a  holy  work.  He  was 
a  man  jhoub  from  conviction,  offieiouB  in  conduct,  limited 
in  undeietanding,  and  regarding  priesthood  as  a  trade.  He 
practiced  it  vrith  a  restless  and  fiivolouB  zeal,  administering 
to  most  (tf  the  condemned  in  ^le  dungeons,  and  watching 
the  return  of  a  thou^  to  God  even  at  the  foot  of  the  scai- 
fold.  Such  waa  the  only  comforterwhom  Providence  gave, 
in  her  laat  hours,  to  the  woman  who,  of  all  on  earth,  had 
the  most  need  of  consolation. 

None  of  the  Abh6  Lotbringer's  importunate  soHcitationB 
could  bend  the  queen,  or  make  her  kneel  at  his  feet  She 
prayed  alone,  and  eonfeesed  herself  only  to  God.  She  did 
not  possess  the  calm  and  lively  faith  of  her  husband  to  sup- 
port her  in  her  last  hour.  Her  soul  was  rather  passionate 
than  pious.  The  atmosphere  of  the  eighteen^  century, 
which  she  had  inhaled,  the  worldly  distinctions  of  her  hab- 
its, and  latterly,  the  cares  of  the  throne,  and  political  in- 
trigues, had  often  dissipated  religion  firom  her  mind,  too 
open  to  woridly  vanities  to  enable  her  constantly  to  retain 
before  her  the  thoughts  of  God.  Religio^ad  long  been  l^ 
faec  but  ft  public  form  of  dec^icy,  an  etiqi4V^''  royalty,  ^8 
dsigradation  of  wbich  humbled  the  court  vid  weakened  tba 
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(hrone.  She  hsd  only  recurred  to  it  when  in  the  depths  of 
die  abw  of  her  misfaitunes.  The  example  of  the  nith  of 
Louia  XVI.  aod  of  hia  sister  had  acted,  as  a  pious  conta- 
^on,  upon  her  soul.  But  this  faith  of  imitatioa  and  deure 
had  not  ansioed,  perhaps,  to  that  state  of  security  and  beat- 
itude which  changes  darkness  into  hgbt,  and  death  into 
apotheosis.  Marie  Antoinette  was  only  resolved  to  die  as 
a  Chrlstiaa,  as  her  husband  had  died,  and  as  her  angelic 
sis^  whom  she  had  left  as  a  modier  to  her  children,  lived. 
TW^sister  had  procured  for  her,  in  secret,  a  consoladon 
which  her  pie^  deemed  a  necessity  of  ealraiion.  It  was 
the  number  and  the  floor  of  a  house  ta  the  Rue  St.  Honor^, 
before  which  the  condmnned  passed,  and  in  which  a  Catb- 
olio  priest  would  be  on  the  day  of  punishment,  at  the  hoar 
of  execution,  to  bestow  upon  ber,  from  above,  and  unknown 
to  the  people,  the  absolution  and  benediction  of  God.  The 
qneen  relied  on  this  invisible  sacrament,  to  die  in  the  ftiA 
of  ber  race  and  in  reconciliation  with  Heaven. 

X2III. 
The  queen,  after  having  writtwi  and  prayec^  slept  sound- 
ly for  some  houn.  On  her  awakening,  the  daughter  of  Mad- 
ame Bault  drMsed  and  ac(jueted  her  bur  viiai  more  neat- 
ness and  respect  for  exterior  appearance  than  on  other 
days.  Marie  Antoinette  c&st  ofi*  the  black  robe  she  had 
worn  since  her  husbftnd'B  death,  and  dressed  herself  in  a 


white  cap  her  hair.  A  black  ribbon  which  bound  (his  cap 
around  her  temples  alone  recalled  to  the  worid  her  mourn- 
ing; to  herself  her  widowhood,  and  to  the  pet^e  her  un- 


The  windows  aad  the  parapets,  the  roofi  and  the  trees, 
were  loaded  with  spectators.  A  crowd  of  women  enraged 
,  against  tbe  AtUrieliieiMe,  pressed  around  the  grattngs,  and 
even  into  the  courts.  A  pale,  cold  autumn  tog  bung  over 
lixB  Seine,  and  permitted,  nere  and  there,  some  rays  of  the 
son  to  glitter  upon  tbe  roofs  of  the  Louvre  and  upon  tbe 
tower  of  the  palace.  At  eleven  o'clock  the  geiu  d'arma 
and  the  executionera  entered  the  hall  of  the  condemned. 
The  queen  embraced  the  daughter  of  the  concierge,  cnt  her 
h^  MTheraetf,  allowed  hersett  to  be  bound  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  iiiiiiiij^  with  a  firm  step  Irom  the  Conciergerie. 
No  *"™™*"  weakness,  no  fainnNU  of  beait,  no  trembling 
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of  tbe  body,  am  paleneu  of  featoree  wars  at>pweDt.  Nfr 
ture  obeyM  ber  will,  and  lent  her  all  its  power  to  die  as  a 
queen. 

On  enteriog  from  tbe  staircaM  to  tbe  court,  obe  percMTed 
tbe  car  of  tbe  condemned,  toward  wbicb  tbe  gatt  d'armet 
directed  ber  steps.  She  Btcmped,  aa  if  to  retrace  her  road, 
and  made  a  mution  of  astouuhment  and  hontir.  She  had 
•  thought  that  tbe  people  would  have  clothed  their  hatred 
flomewfaat  deceudy,  and  tbat  she  would  be  conducted  ^the 
BcaSbld,  as  the  king  was,  in  a  close  caniage.  Having  lS)ia> 
pressed  this  emotion,  she  bowed  her  bead  in  token  of  b>- 
scnt,  and  ascended  the  car.  The  Abb^  Lothringer  placed 
himself  behind  her,  notwithstanding  her  refusal. 

Tbe  cortige  left  tbe  Condergerie  amid  cries  of  "  Vive  la 
R^pvlUqwl"  "Phce  &  rAtOriciiemiuJ"  "  Place  d  la 
veitve  Capet  J"  Aha*  la  tyramtie  /"  Tbe  comedian  Gram- 
mont,  aid.de-camp  of  Ronsin,  gave  the  example  and  tbe 
signal  to  tbe  people,  brandisbing  bis  naked  swora,  and  part- 
ing the  crowd  by  tbe  breast  of  his  horse.  The  bands  of  the 
queen  being  bound,  deprived  ber  of  support  against  the 
jolting  of  the  car  upon  the  pavement.  She  endeavored  by 
every  means  to  preserve  her  equilibrium,  and  tbe  dignity  d 
her  attitude,  "Theae  are  not  jour  cushions  of  Trianon," 
shouted  some  wretches  to  her.  Tbe  cries,  tbe  looks,  the 
laughter,  and  gestures  of  the  people  overwhelmed  her  with 
humiliation.  Her  cheeks  changed  coittinnaUy  fixunpuiple 
to  paleness,  and  revealed  the  agitation  and  reflux  of  her 
blood.  Notwithstanding  the  care  she  had  taken  of  ber  toi- 
lette, tbe  tattered  appearance  of  ber  dress,  tbe  coaiee  lineu. 
die  common  stuff  and  tbe  crumpled  plaits,  di^ionoTed  her 
rank.  The  curia  of  ber  hair  escaped  m>m  her  cap  and  Hap- 
ped with  tbe  breeze  upon  her  forehead.  Her  red  and 
swollen  eyes,  though  dry,  revealed  the  long  iuundation  of 
care  augmented  by  tears.  She  bit  her  nuder  lip  for  some 
moments  with  ber  teeth,  as  a  person  who  suppressed  tbe 
utterance  of  acute  sufiering. 

When  she  bad  crossed  the  Fant-au-Change^  and  tbe  tu- 
multunus  quartets  of  Fans,  tbe  ulence  and  aerions  aspect 
of  the  crowd  bespoke  snodier  re^on  of  tbe  people.  If  it 
was  not  pity,  it  was  at  least  dismay.  Her  countenance  re- 
gained tbe  calm  and  uniformity  of  expression  which  tbe 
outrages  of  tbe  multitude  bad  at  first  disturbed.  She  thus 
traversed  slowly  the  whole  length  of  the  R^  Saint  Honore. 
The  piiest  placed  on  the  long  seat  by  hm  side  endeavored 
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fai  vain  to  call  her  attentioii,  by  words  which  aha  seeme  J  M  • 
repel  &oid  hei  ears.  Hei  looks  wandered,  with  all  their 
intelligence,  oyer  the  facades  of  the  houses,  orer  tha  repub- 
lican inscriptions,  and  over  the  coittames.aiid  phyaiognomy 
of  this  capital,  so  changed  to  her  since  sixteen  months  of 
captivity.  She  regarded  above  all,  the  windows  of  the 
upper  Btories,  from  which  floated  the  tri-colored  banner, 
the  ensign  of  patriotisni. 

The  people  thought,  and  witnesses  have  written,  that  hM 
light  and  puerile  attention  was  attracted  to  this  exterior 
decoration  of  republicanUm.  Herthoughta  were  different. 
Her  eyes  sought  a  sign  of  safety  among  these,  aigna  of  her 
losa.  She  approached  the  house  which  had  been  pomted 
out  to  her  in  her  dungeon.  She  examined  with  a  glance 
the  window  whence  was  to  descend  upon  her  bead  the  ab- 
solution of  a  disguised  priesL  A  gesture,  inexplicable  to 
the  multitude,  made  him  known  to  her.  Sho  closed  her 
eyes,  lowered  her  forehead,  collected  herself  under  the  io- 
yiaible  hand  which  blessed  her;  and  being  unable  to  use 
ber  bound  hands,  she  made  the  sign  of  the  croaa  upon  her 
breast,  by  three  movem^ts  of  her  hand.  The  spectators 
thought  that  ahe  prayed  alone,  and  respected  her  fervency. 
An  inward  joy  and  secret  consolation  shone  from  this  mo- 
Xnmt  upon  ner  countenance. 

XXiV. 
On  entering  upon  the  Plaice  of  the  Revolution,  the  leaders 
(tf  the  cortige  caused  the  car  to  approach  aa  near  aa  possi- 
ble to  the  Foot  Toumant,  and  ^topped  it  for  a  short  time 
before  the  entrance  of  the  gardesa  of  the  Tuileries.  Marie 
Antoinette  turned  her  head  on  the  side  of  her  ancient  pal- 
ace, and  regarded  for  some  momenta  that  odious  and  yet 
dear  theater  of  her  greatnees  and  of  her  fall.  Some  teats 
fell  upon  her  kneea.  All  her  paat  life  appeared  before 
her  in  the  hour  of  death.  Some  few  more  tums  of  the 
wheels,  and  she  was  at  the  foot  of  the  guillotine.  The 
priest  and  the  executioner  assisted  her  to  descend,  sustain- 
ing her  by  the  elbovra.  She  mounted  the  stepa  of  the  lad- 
der. On  reaching  theacaffold,  she  inadvertently  trod  upon 
the  executioner's  foot.  Thb  man  uttered  a  cry  of  pain. 
"  Pardon  me,"  she  said  to  him,  in  a  tone  of  voice  as  if  she 
had  spoken  to  one  of  her  courtiers.  She  kneeled  down 
fer  aa  instant  an^  uttered  a  half-audible  prater ;  afterward 
liaing, "  Adieu  once  agun,  my  children,    ««d  she,  regard- 
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'  tag  tb«  towers  dt  tbe  Temple,  "  I  so  to  rejoin  joaT  ktber." 
Sbe  did  not  Bttempt,  like  Louis  XVI.,  to  justify  herself 
before  tbe  people,  nor  to  more  them  b;^  any  appeal  to  his 
memory.  Her  feaCurea  did  not  wesr,  like  those  of  her  hus- 
band, the  iiopreHsion  of  the  aaticipsted  bliss  of  the  just  and 
the  martyr,  but  th^  of  diodftin  for  mankiiid  and  a  propw 
impatience  to  depart  from  life.  She  did  not  rush  to  heaven; 
■be  fled  from  earth,  and  bequeathed  to  it  her  indignation 
and  its  own  remorse. 

The  executioner,  tremblins  more  than  she,  was  seized 
with  a  tremor  which  checked  his  band  when  disengaging 
tbe  ax.  The  head  of  the  queen  folL  The  aMstant  of  tbe 
guillotine  took  it  up  by  the  hur  and  made  tbe  round  of  the 
scaffold,  rainng  it  in  his  right  hand  and  showing  it  to  the 
people.  A  long  cry  of"  Ptw  la  RepniUqtie .'"  saluted  the 
decapitated  member  and  already  senseless  features. 

The  Revolution  believed  itself  avenged  ;  it  was  only  dia- 
graced.  This  blood  of  B  womam  recoiled  upon  its  glory, 
without  cementicg  its  libeKy.  Paris,  however,  folt  less 
emotion  at  this  murder  than  at  that  of  the  king.  Public 
opinion  affected  an  indiSerence  to  one  of  the  rooet  odious 
executions  that  disgraced  the  republic  This  sacrifice  cf 
a  queen  and  a  foreigner,  amcmg  a  people  who  had  adopted 
her,  had  not  even  the  compenaadon  of  tragical  events — the 
remoise  and  grief  of  a  natton. 

XKV. 
Thus  died  this  queen,  frivolous  in  prosperity,  subUme  in 
misfortune,  intrepia  upon  the  scaffold,  the  idol  of  a  court, 
mutilated  by  the  people,  long  the  love,  and  afterward  the 
blitid  counsellor  m  royaltf,  and  latterly  the  peraonal  enemy 
of  the  Revolution.  This  ReroIutioD,  the  queen  knew  neither 
how  to  foresee,  to  comprehend,  nor  to  accept;  she  knew 
only  how  to  Irritate  and  to  fear  it.  She  took  refuge  in  th« 
court,  in  place  of  throwing  herself  into  the  bosom  of  the 
people.  The  people  cast  on  her  unjustly  all  the  hatred 
with  which  they  peraecuted  the  ancient  regime.  They  at- 
tached all  tbe  scandal  and  treason  of  the  court  to  her  name. 
Omnipotent,  by  her  beauty  and  by  her  wit,  over  her  bus- 
band,  she  invested  him  wiUi  her  unpopularity,  and  dragged 
him,  by  her  love,  to  bis  destruction.  Her  vacillating  pwicy, 
following  the  impressions  of  tbe  moment,  by  turns  timid  in 
defeat,  and  rash  in  success,  neither  knew  how  to  recede 
nor  to  ftttrance  at  die  proper  moment ;  and  ended  by  con 
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veiting  itself  into  intrigues  with  the  emigratioa  party  and 
witli  toreign  powers.  The  charming  and  dangerous  fa- 
vorite of-  an  antiquated,  Tatber  than  the  queen  of  a  new, 
manarchy,  ahe  had  neither  the  prcMtige  of  ancient  royalty— 
reepeci ;  nor  the  pretlige  of  a  new  reign — popularity ;  she 
knew  only  how  to  &scinale,  to  mislead,  and  to  die.  Called 
by  a  people  to  occupy  a  throne,  that  people  did  not  even 
grant  her  a  tomh.  For  we  read  upon  the  register  of  gen- 
eral interments,  in  La  Madeleine,  "For  ike  cifffim  ofA» 
wid&to  Capet,  tevmfranet." 

Behold  the  total  of  the  life  of  a  queen,  and  of  the  eDor> 
tnous  sums  expended  during  a  prodigal  reign  ibr  the  splendor, 
the  pleasures,  and  bounties  of  a  woman  who  had  possessed 
Versailles,  Saint  Cloud,  and  Trianon.  When  Providence 
desires  to  address  men  with  the  rude  eloquence  of  royal 
vicissitudes,  it  speaks  with  a  sign  more  poweriul  than  the 
eloquent  discourses  of  Seneca  and  Bowuet,  and  ioscribea  a 
rile  cipher  upon  the  reg^ter  of  a  gravedigger ! 


BOOK  XLVn. 


Trb  account  of  the  triaj  and  deadi  of  Marie  Antoinette, 
which  we  were  unwilling  to  intermpt,  compels  us  to  re- 
trace a  period  of  some  weeks,  to  the  3d  of  October,  to 
relate  the  iate  of  the  Girondists. 

From  the  2d  of  June,  the  date  of  their  fall  and  captirity, 
the  Girondists  had  tieen  the  constant  Object  of  hatred  to 
the  people  of  Paris.  The  Committee  of  Public  Sa&ty 
charged  Amar,  one  of  its  most  implacable  members,  to 
summon  before  their  tribunal  tho  twenty-three  leaders  of 
this  party,  who  had  been  arrested  on  the  31st  of  May,  and 
to  accuse  the  seventy-three  depoties  suspected  of  moral 
complicity  with  the  Girondists,  and  who  had  publicly  and 
courageously  protested  against  the  violence  ot  the  people 
and  the  mutilation  of  the  national  representation.  A  pro- 
found mystery  shrouded  this  measure  of  the  committee, 
which,  like  the  Council  of  Ten  at  Venice,  reassured  by 
its  dissimulation  and  sileoce  the  victima  whose  escape  it 
apprehended. 
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n. 

On  ihv  3d  of  Septem^or,  one  of  tboM  ^landid 
wbich  Mem  to  Biunmoa  lu  to  contemplBta  the  laat  fine  days 
of  the  expiring  year)  aeventy-three  depntiM  of  the  cetiter, 
the  remainB  ^  the  party  of  Roland,  Briasot,  and  Ver- 
gniaud,  went  to  the  Convestion.  They  were  stmek  by  the 
unaccuatomed  diaplsy  of  armed  men  wound  the  Tuileriee, 
and  in  the  interiw  of  the  Salle  the  galleriea  were  more 
thronsed  than  usual,  while  the  lisatarefl,  the  morementa, 
and  u«  geaturea  of  the  apectaton  bettjteimd  a  fereriah 
anxiety  amd  expectation. 

A  deputation  of  the  Hontagne  tnountad  die  tribune,  and 
BiniounGed  that  the  rapportetir  (£  the  Cuonuittee  of  Fnblie 
Safety,  Amar,'  would  soon  appear  and  road  his  report  con- 
cerning the  twenty-two  Qirondiata  arrested  on  the  8th  of 
June.  This  deputy,  to  allay  the  impatience  of  the  spec- 
tatOFB,  pointed  to  the  documents  composinE  this  report, 
which  lay  on  the  president's  table,  and  which  contained 
the  life  or  death  of  so  many  proscribed  men.  Amar  Hoon 
appeared  bimselfl  He  was  one  of  those  men  who  profess 
moderate  principles  when  the  timea  are  tranquil,  and 
moderation  is  unattended  with  danger,  and  who  atone,  by 
■eirility  and  yiolence,  for  their  past  noderation,  in  times 
of  Tiolence  and  excoM.-  Amar,  an  am^ent  member  of  the 
parliament  of  Grenoble,  had  at  first' opposed  the  Hon- 
taene,  and  now  endeavored  to  cOiry  bvor,  by  bringing 
cnminals  to  justice,  in  order  to  avert  suapicion  and  pon- 
iahment  &om  himself.  Hie  report,  a  long  and  calumnious 
summary  of  all  the  calumniee  ^read  abroad  agaiiut  die 
Girondists,  conduded~- 

'  Firat,  by  deelarinff  goilty  of  conspiracy  against  the  unity 
and  indivisibility  cf  the  repablic,  the  deputies  Briasot, 
Vergniaud,  G^enaonn^,  Dupeiret,  Carra,  Mollevanlt,  Gar- 
dien,  Dufi^che-Valazi,  Vall^,  Dnprat,  Sillery,  Condoroet, 
Fauchet,  Pont^conlant,  Ducoa,  Boyer-Fonf^de,  Qamon, 
Lasource,  Lesterpt-Bemuvais,  Isnard,  Duch&tel,  DuVal, 
Deverit^,  Mainvielle,  Delabaye,  Bonnet,  Lacaze,  Maznyer, 
Savary,  Hardy,  Lehardy,  BcHleau,  Rouyor,  Antiboul, 
Breeson,  Noel,  Coostard,  Andrei  de  la  Corse,  GrangeneiiTei 
Vigie,  and  lastly,  PhilUpe  Egalite,  in-devant  Due  d'Or- 
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reoneB,  ana  carried  by  gensral  aodsmation. 

Socond,  Sy  declaiing  traitors  to  their  countiTi  confbim- 
ably  with  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  Ji>1t<  die  fugitive  Gi- 
rondiet  deputies,  Bozot,  Barbaroux,  Qonas,  Lanjainaia, 
Salles,  Louvot,  Bemoin^T  P^on,  Ouadet,  ChaMet,  Cham- 
hoa,  LidoDB,  Volaoy,  Feimon,  Kerv61£gan,  Heori  Lari< 
.tfSre,  Rabant-St.-Etieoiie,  L«aage,  Cumv,  and  Meillan. 

Amar  paused  a  moment  after  he  had  read  these  two 
artioles ;  and  the  deputies  of  the  c«TiMr,  accomplices  of  the 
policy  of  the  imprisoned  and  fugitive  OwoiuiigtB,  br^atbed 
^ain,  for  they  deemed  tbemaelTea  forgotten  aod  iBeluded 
in  an  amnesty.  Nothing  had  as  yM  W  then  to  believe 
that  the  sword  hnng  over  their  beads ;  tmd  they  mttow- 
fidly  rssigaed  themselves,  to  bdiold  the  proscriptioii  and 
deufa  of  tfae  leaders  of  a  party  wbom  tbey  could  no  bwger 


This  iUnMon  lasted  but  a  few  momenta.     Amar  took 


up 


but  previous  to  raading  taem,  he  demanded  tfau  the  doora 
should  be  dosed,  and  no  one  panattted  to  leave  Ae  Salle. 
The  suspected  members  voted  for  this  motion,  lest  tb«y 
should  give  ground  for  accusation.  Amar  continued — 
"Those  who  signed  the  protests  of  the  8th  and  19th  of 
June  (against  the  31st  of  M^y,  the  expulsion  of  the  Qi- 
Tondists),  who  have  not  been  brou^t  before  the  revolu- 
tionary tribnsal,  shall  be  arrested  and  seals  put  on  all  their 
papers.  A  report  on  thia  subject  will  be  drawn  up  by  the 
Committee  of  Gleneral  Safety. 

He  then  read  the  names  of  the  seventy-three  deputies. 
A  long  silence  after  each  name,  made  every  heatt  beat 
with,  tbe  hope  of  bang  omitted,  and  the  sppnrebeasion  ot 
beiDg  aameiL  The  following  wera  the  names  of  those  who 
heud  lite  warrant  for  their  death  thus  ottered  by  tbe  moudi 
<rf'  Amar — Latize-Duperret,  GaEeaeuve,  Laplatgne,  Defer- 
moD,  Rouault,  Qirault,  Chastelin,  Dugu^-d'AsB6,  Lebreton, 
Dussaulx,  Coupp^,  Saurioe,  QuSinnet,  Salmon,  tbe  eldei 
Lacaze,  Corbel,  Quiter,  FerrOux,  Bailleul,  Kuault,  Obolin, 
Babey,  Blad,  Maisaa,  Peyre,  Bohaa,  Flenry,  Vernier,  Gre- 
not,  Amyon,  Lanrenceot,  Jarry,  Rabaut,  FayoUe,  Anbry, 
Eibereau,  Deraxey,  Mazuyer  de  Sadne  et  Loire,  Valine, 
Lelebvre,  Olirier  Gerente,  Royer,  Duprat,  Gariihe,  Devil- 
leviUe,  Vailet,  Dubusb,  Ssvary,  B)aD<|ui,  Massa,  Dehray- 
Doublet,   Delomarre,  Faute,  Heoquet,  Descbamqis,  I.o 
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bibwn  ot  la-  Seine  iafSrieore,  6erre,  Lmmncs,  SHlmdm, 
Hercier,  Daunon,  F^ri^fl,  Vincent,  Toamier,  Ronxet, 
Blaax,  Blavi«l,  Mftrboz.  Betftdentz,  Bresson  des  Voigea, 
Mc^wet,  Saint  Prix,  and  Gamon. 

The  decree  of  accusation  was  unanimously  carried. 
Some  of  the  deputie*  included  in  it  strove  to  obtain  a 
hearinKi  but  their  Toices  were  drowned,  and  they  were 
packea  in  silence,  like  sheep  going  to  the  slaughter,  in  the 
narrow  apace  of  the  bar.  A  few  members  of  the  Hon* 
tagne,  demanded  that  the  namea  of  tbetr  enemies  should 
be  added  to  the  list  of  the  proscribed.  At  the  end  of  the 
sining,  the  accused  deputiea  were  confined  in  tiie  difierent 
pcuons  of  Paric.  and  chiefly  in  La  Force. 

Their  trial,  with  that  of  the  other  Girondiata,  was  loadly 
demanded,— and  tbeir  trial  was  their  death.  Robespierre 
employed,  with  more  eourags  than  he  displayed  ibr  ao 
many  odier  victims,  his  influeace  to  sare  them ;  and  he  did 
not  heakate  to  resist  the  clamor  of  die  people  and  to 
oflend  his  colleaguea,  to  rescue  the  serenty-tbiee  from  thn 
impatience  of  their  enemies.  The  fiiture  ahowa  that  he 
reserred  tbem  as  a  connterpcHse  to  the  omnipotence  of  the 
Montagne,  at  the  period  when  he  sought  to  rule  alone  in 
the  Gonvendon. 

The  fate  of  the  deputies,  imprisoned  since  the  3Ist  of 
May,  was  clearly  pronounced  by  Amsr.  The  Montague, 
at  the  outset,  saliafied  with  ita  victory,  and  Robespierre  and 
Danton  ashamed  of  so  many  odious  SAd  impolide  murdera, 
strove  to  cause  them  to  be  forgotten  in  vain.  Not  a  acaf- 
fold  was  erected  in  Paris,  but  the  people  demanded  why 
it  was  not  for  the  Girondists ;  and  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  feared  to  afford  this  ground  for  complunt  to  die 
mere  ardent  Montagnarda  and  die  Commune.  The  Jaco- 
Inns  had  virested  the  head  of  Louis  XVI.  from  the  Qironde, 
and  the  demagogism  of  Hebert,  Pache,  and  Audouin,  called, 
on  the  Jacobins  to  give  the  republic  the  heads  of  their 
thirty-two  colleagues.  Robespierre  yielded  widi  regret, 
and  Garat,'  the  minister  of  the  interior,  came  to  entreat 
him  to  save  them.  "  Do  not  apeak  of  it  again,"  said  Ro- 
bespierre, "  I  cannot  save  them  ;  there  are  periods  in  rev- 
eludons  when  to  live  is  a  crime,  and  when  men  must  know 
how  to  surrender  (heir  beads  when  demanded.  And  mine 
also  will,  perhaps,  be  required  of  me,"  added  he,  seizing 
if  with  both  hands,  like  a  man  who  throws  down  a  burden 
'  fou  shall  see  if  I  dispute  it." 
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Vergniand,  GeQBonii6.  Ducoe,  Foafrede,  Valaz^,  Carta, 
Faucfaet,  Lasource,  Sillery,  Goraaa,  and  their  colleagues, 
had  remained  vvluntary  prisoners  at  Paris.  Condorcet  had 
escaped,  by  timely  flighty  the  parsait  of  th«  Commnne,  and 
the  warrant  iaaned  for  bis  arrest. 

Roland  had  fled,  and  concealed  hiniaelf  in  die  enTirona 
of  Rouen,  after  ^e  imprioonmsnt  of  hia  wife.  Brifloot, 
called  the  leader  of  the  party  since  he  had  been  its  organ, 
and  had  given  it  ita  name,  had  also  fled.  On  hia  arriTal  at 
Cfaartres,  his  native  place,  he  found  no  &iends,  and  left 
the  town  alone,  on  root,  in  disguise,  and,  famished  with 
a  false  pasapor^  strove  to  gain,  by  circuitous  and  unfre- 
quented routes,  the  Swiu  frontiera  or  the  departmenta  of 
the  Booth.  Recognized  and  arrested  at  Moulios,  he  had 
been  bronghtbaci  to  Paris,  and  cast  into  prison,  where  b« 
languished  during  five  months. 

V. 

The  captivity  of  the  Girondists  fiYim  the  Slat  of  Hay 
had  followed,  as  regards  its  rigor  or  indulgence,  the  oscilla- 
tions of  public  opmion.  At  first  almost  nominal,  and  aa 
though  ashamed  of  itself,  it  was  merely  confinement  in 
their  own-house  under  the  custody  of  a  gai  d'arme.  The 
opportnnitiee  of  escape  were  fiequenL  Surrounded  by 
their  &mities,  visited  by  their  .friends,  aerved  by  their  own 
domestics,  furnished  with  money  and  false  passports,  it 
seemed  that  these  measures  of  tolerance  were  purposely 
adopted  to  ftvoT  their  flighL  The  Montague  was  rathec 
embarrassed  by,  than  jealous  of  its  victims ;  but  after  the 
disasters  of  the  army  of  tbeoorth,  the  auccesaes  of  La 
Veod^,  the  insurrection  of  Calvados,  Marseilles,  Lyons, 
and  Toulon  ;  the  proclamation  of  the  Terror,  the  trial  of 
Oustine,  the  execution  of  the  queen,  and  the  law  against 
suspected  persona—their  captivity  became  more  rigorous. 
They  were  first  confined  in  the  Abbaye,  then  the  Luxem- 
boorg,  and  then  the  Cannes,  united  by  the  same  crime 
and  the  same  &lt.  For  a  length  of  time,  confounded  with 
those  suspected  of  royalism,  and  federalism,  the  Girondists 
found  theomelvea  associated  by  chance — that  blind  avenger 
of  the  conquered  and  the  conquerors — with  the  victims  of 
dieir  policy,  die  vanquished  of  the  10th  of  Augnst,  the 
firienda  of  La  Fayetta  and  Dumourieai  the  servitors  of 
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royalty,  the  moderaton  of  the  Rerolution,  nobles,  priesti, 
maffiatTAtes — with  Bamave,  Bailly,  and  Maleaherbes. 

Tha  QirondUta,  inflexible  in  their  repnblicaniem,  re- 
tained a  revolutionary  attitude,  and  neither  affected  ta 
lament  their  c^iniona  nor  tiie  humiliation  of  their  fall,  and 
SBHMMted  themaelTeg  with  the  GooTention  in  all  its  acta  <rf 
patriotic  energy  and  severity  against  the  royalists,  and  only 
separated  theaiuelTes  fiom  what  thay  termed  its  bDmiliadon 
and  its  crimes.  They  formed  in  the  prison  a  distinct  group, 
which  was  not  a  niptun,  bat  a  schism  in  the  repiifolJfi. 
Tbair  Buses,  eeldtrity,  youth,  and  eloquence,  iinpired 
thwr  enemies  with  cunoaity,  Aetr  feUow-c^tiTes  witb  re* 
apeet,  and  tfacnr  vary  jailers  with  cotutesy. 

Something  of  ilMr  character  of  represeMatires  of  the 
people,  of  their  preitige,  and  tbair  powe'i;  had  fidhnved 
them  even  in  their  dungeon ;  and,  tboo^  prisonen,  ihey 
yet  reigned  by  the  recollections  or  the  aoonration  tlutt  en- 
ahrinecithem. 

VI. 
When  th^  trial  was  decided  on,  this  captivity  became 
taoro  strict  They  were  imprisoned  (or  a  few  days  in  the 
Canuelite  conreDt  in  the  Rue  de  Vaugeraud,  a  monasteiy 
ooDverted  into  a  prison,  and  rendered  sinister  by  the  recol* 
lections,  and  the  bloody  tiiacea  of  the  massacres  of  Sep- 
tember. The  lower  floors  crowded  with  prisMiers,  only 
left  the  Qinmdnts  a  oairow  space  between  the  rooft,  con- 
sisting of  a  dark  passage,  and  three  cells,  opening  one  into 
another,  and  resembling  the  Piomii  td  Venice.  A  amall 
staircase,  in  ■  oonier  of  the  boilding,  led  to  them ;  several 
wickets  had  been  formed  on  the  stair,  and  a  single  nassiva 
door,  studded  with  iron,  gave  access  to  these  oells.  This 
door,  closed  since  1793,  and  opened  for  us,  presented  the 
celb  and  displayed  the  images  abd  thoughts  of  the  oap> 
tives  as  perfect  and  intact  as  the  day  tbey  left  to  go  to 
death.  No  step,  no  band,  baa  eSaced  these  vestiges  of 
them.  The  wnttea  traces  of  proscribed  membera  f^  all 
the  other  parties  of  the  republic  are  mingled  with  thoee  of 
the  Oiiondista;  and  the  names  of  friends  and  fuee,  nsecn- 
tioneta  and  victims,  are  inscribed  on  the  same  wall. 

VII. 

Above  the  principal  door  was  inscribed,  in  large  lettera, 

"  Jjiitrtj/,  EqmUilj/,  ot~Dta&  /"-i-Aa  nsaal  iiucripdon  on 
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all  pnUic  mtKUiBNOte  st  &at  pariod.  Tkts  ied  into  k  Ivge 
room,  in  which  the  pris<»Bn  took  their  meals;  on  tho  left 
was  a  small  chamber,  in  which  the  younger  of  the  Girond- 
ists slept.  These  two  spartmenta  were  lighted  by  two  un- 
grated  windows,  which  looked  on  the  large  gardens  belong- 
ing to  the  convent.  The  eye  first  rested  on  the  fountain, 
wEich  seemed  as  though  Htriving  etemaHy  to  efi&ce  theUood 
of  the  prioBtB  maasacred  near  its  basin,  then  on  an  immense 
horizon  on  the  north  and  west  of  Paris.  Nothing^ broke 
the  outline,  save  the  spire  of  tbe  clock  tower  of  the  Lux- 
embourg, tlie  dome  of  the  Invalides  oppoeite;  and  on 
tha  left,  the  two  towers  of  a  half-destroyed  church.  The 
light,  the  silence,  the  serenity  of  this-  prospect  gave  the  cap- 
tives the  image  of  tbe  country,  the  illusions  of  liberty,  and 
the  calmness  of  coniemplatioii.  The  walls  and  ceiling  of 
this  chamber,  covered  with  plaster,  offered  the  prisotien, 
in  the  place  of  paper,  of  which  they  had  been  deprived,  a 
page  on  which  to  engrave  their  last  thoughts  with  their 
knives  or  write  them  with  their  pencils.  These  ideas,  gen- 
erally expressed  in  sfaort  and  proverbial  maxims,  or  Latin 
verses,  cover  the  walls  to  this  d«y,  and  render  them  the 
depositories  and  rerealera  of  tbe  last  thongbts  and  hopes 
of  tbe  Oirottde.  Almost  all  are  written  in  Uood,  and  re- 
tain its  hues,  and  are.  a  hymn  to  constancy,  a  defiance  of 
death, or  an  appeal  to  immortality.    In  one  place  we  read;— 

"  ftaaud  il  a'&  pa  laavor  la  liberty  ia  Bums, 
Calon  eat  libre  enooia  et  uit  moohr  ea  honnne.'' 

Tn  anotber ; — 

"  Jtmtani  ac  tenscem  propodti  vinun, 
Itoa  ciTtnm  anlfsr  pntrm  Jabaadmn, 
Non  thIiiu  instantiB  tyranai 
MntB  qoatit  aoUdl.'' 

Higher:— 

"  Oni  virta*  nan  deMt 
Hie 

Lower : — 

'  "  La  vmia  Vbertb  sat  csUb  de  I'toe." 
On  the  side,  a  raitgioMB  inscription,  siqipoaed  to  be  m 
tfashaiidef  Faiiehst: 


"  BaaTCinez.<niaa  qm  vo 


IM  wumaa  on  tbi  nubon  walu. 

Ok  titotlwr  pait  of  tba  will  ia  &  rejrat  giv«B  to  ft  bolorad 
DttBM,  which  WH  not  revealed  eren  in  death  i 

"  UoaTALurau.T." 
On  the  beam  ^~ 
"  Digonm  certa  (too  ■] 


J'u  pour  mm  ma  Toto,  I'^niti  Diea 


olmWnflu'' 


"  Le  joor  n'oat  pat  ^w  pur  que  1e  Ibnd  da  m 
In  the  raceaa  td  Ibe  window  >— 


"  Babra  in  ardnia  facile  «*t  oiniMDuiara  fitam." 
"  DoIm  at  dsoraum  pro  palrit  mui." 

"  Sonumm  onda  netu  animam  pnafinn  pndnri." 

In  large  lettera  of  blood,  in  the  wnting  of  Vei^guiaad  :— 

"  Potioi  mori  qmun  fcBdaii." 

A  multitude  of  ioscripdona  and  initi&ls,  Btropbes  and  in- 
completed ideas,  attest  tbe  stoical  intrepidity  of  these  men, 
fed  m>m  the  purest  sources  of  antiquity,  and  seekinv  con- 
solation not  in  the  hope  of  life,  but  the  contemplation  of 
death. 

VIII. 

The  Girondists  were  remored  during  the  night  to  their 
last  place  of  detention,  the  Conciergerie,  where  the  queen 
waa  still  confined.  Thus  the  same  roof  covered  the  fallen 
queen,  and  tbe  men  who  had  hurled  her  from  her  throne  on 
Uie  lOtb  of  August — the  victim  of  royalty,  and  tbe  victims 
of  the  republic  Here  they  met  Brisaot,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  been  confined  at  the  Abbaye,  end  those  of  the 
colleagues  who,  like  Duperret  and  Rioufie,  had  .been 
brought  beck  from  the  south  or  Bretagne. 

They  were  placed  in  a  separate  part  of  tbe  prison. 
Their  cells  were  coatiguous,  and  one  contained  eighteen 
beds.    The  impoaaibility  of  escaping  &ota  these  walls,  de- 
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fended  by  triple  doors,  irnr  Dolts,  and  Bontinels,  had  led 
tbeir  jailers  to  aofien,  in  some  measure,  the  sereritj  of  their 
imprisoameat,  and  to  allow  them  the  use  of  paper  and  ink. 
Thej  read  the  public  journals,  and  conversed,  tfarongfa  the 
wicket,  with  their  wives,  children,  and  friends. 

The  brother-in-law  of  Vergniaod,  M.  Alluaud,  came 
from  Limogee  to  bring  him  some  money ;  for  Vei^iaud 
was  in  a  state  of  literal  destitudon.  M.  Alluaud  had 
brotiKht  his  son,  a  child  of  ten  years,  whose  features  re- 
called to  the  prisoner  those  of  his  beloved  sister.  The 
child,  seeing  his  uncle  imprisoned  like  a  malefactor,  his 
cheeka  sunken,  hair  in  disorder,  unshaven,  and  his  garments 
hanging  in  tatters,  burst  into  tears,  and  clung  to  his  father's 
knees.  "  My  child,"  said  the  captive,  taking  him  on  his 
lap,  "  look  well  at  me ;  when  you  are  a  man,  you  can  say 
that  you  saw  Vergniaud,  the  founder  of  the  republic,  at 
the  moat  glorious  period  and  in  the  most  splendid  costume 
he  ever  wore — that  in  which  he  suffered  the  perBecution 
of  wretches,  and  in  which  he  prepared  to  die  for  liberty  I  " 
The  child  remembered  these  words,  and  repeated  them, 
Slkj  jean  afterward,  to  the  author  of  this  work. 

IX. 

At  the  boars  of  exercise  the  other  prisoners  flocked 
around  the  Girondiate,  to  contemplate  and  listen  to  them. 
Their  conversations  turned  on  the  events  of  the  day,  the 
danger  of  the  country,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  liberty, 
and  the  blots  on  the  republic.  They  conversed  like  men 
vrtio  have  no  longer  any  occasion  to  temporize,  and  who 
•ee  tbeir  work  dishonored  and  stained  with  blood.  Their 
eloquence,  which  had  lost  nothing  of  its  patriotism,  con- 
tracted within  these  walla  somethmg  of  a  prophetic  char- 
acter; their  impartial  voice  seemed^  to  mAe  itself  heard 
from  the  tomb.  Brissot  .read  to  his  colleagues  the  pages 
in  which  he  bequeathed  their  justification  to  posterity. 
Qensonn^  preserved  the  bitterness  of  his  sarcasni,  and 
avenged  himself  on  his  enemies  by  his  contempt  for  them. 
Lasoorce  illuminated  the  abyues  of  anarchy  by  the  fire  of 
his  ardent  imagination,  and  consoled  himself  for  the  fall 
of  his  party  by  the  general  ruin  of  Europe.  Carra  con- 
stantly formed  new  combinations  and  new  divisions  of 
territories  between  the  powers  of  Europe.  Faucbet  bc- 
cosed  himself,  with  sincere  and  manly  repentance,  with 
Imving  ^andoned  his  faith,  and  proved  that  religion  alone 
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could  gaidfl  the  atepa  of  Hboity.  SiUmr  wu  tHaat,  dMm- 
iog  ailance  more  dignified  than  eoraplsint  ui  his  laat  mo- 
nwDta.  He,  like  Faodet,  returned  to  hia  leli^iouB  beli«f 
4od  obaarwiaM.  Both  flnquentVj  cooTqeMd  withftTaner- 
able  prieat,  their  fellow-priROBcr  in  the  Conciecgerie. 
Thif  was  the  Abbi  Emery,  sndeat  soperior  c^the  congre- 
gttioii  of  St.  Sulpice,  of  whcMtt  Foaqaier  Tiwille  nid. 
"  We  1m  him  live  becmnae  be  pravents  noce  tumult  utd 
more  eonplwat  in  the  prison,  byhia  gentleDoss  end  advioei 
dwn  the  gau  d'oraw  and  the  guillotine  pM  together. 

Docos  and  FwifrMe,  yoang  men  whose  natural  gajcty 
the  ^eon  of  a  priaoa  aod  die  approach  of  deadi  could  not 
damp,  wrote  venes,  affected  tlw  light*heartedi>esB  oi  h^ 
pier  times,  and  011I7  recovered  their  gravitj  and  regret  ni 
the  confideiwea  of  their  heroic  &iendt£ip,  and  thwr  mntusl 
■ppfehMMJoo  fin-  each  other's  fell.  Valazrti  kxAed  upon 
the  approadt  of  death  as  the  conaaiDmation  of  the  sacrifice 
he  bM  long  sinefl  nmde  (^  his  life  to  his  country.  He  fell 
that  new  deetriBos  must  be  watered  wtib  the  Uood  of  tbeti 
earliest  apeatlet,  and  he  rejoiced  at  shedding  his,  for  he 
posaessed  the  £uiaticism  of  devotion,  and  the  impadenca 
of  martyrdom. 

A  few  hours  before  the  trial,  he  gave  the  yonng  Riouffe 
a  pair  of  aoisson,  which  he  had  concealed.  "  There,"  said 
he,  with  an  accent  of  irony,  which  Rioufie  did  not  until 
a&ennrd  comprehend,  "  it  is  said  that  this  is  a  dangerous 
weapon,  and  they  fear  lest  we  should  attempt  self-deotruo- 
tion."  He  bore  on  his  peison  a  sujrer-Traapon,  and  this 
gift  wu  a  Somdo  isillery  of  his  foea. 

X. 
Ver^Mud  appeared  as  eareleas  ef  the  joAgnttaA  of 
posterity  aa  of  tus  Me.  Calm,  grave,  natural,  sometimes 
mtrth&l,  be  never  wrote,  and  Gonversed  but  littkk  A  pilot, 
torn  irom  the  helm  during  a  tempest,  he  reposed  himself 
on  the  deep  amid  the  agitation  of  the  veaeel,  whieh  he  ae 
longer  govemad.  His  stioag  mi«d,  wbese  very  attengtii 
rendered  it  sometimes  too  inactiTe,  and  his  proplwtie  yet 
idle  genius,  left  him  but  litds  care  for  hiinselb  Afaue  and 
silent,  <m  his  bed  or  on  the  ^ot  allotted  for  exereiBe,  he 
occasionally  illuminated  a  difficult  theme  unJ^  discoesioa 
by  one  of  those  flasiies  of  eloqueoee,  no  lesa  majestic  ia  the 
dungeon,  than  the  tribune  of  the  senate.  Eloqaeoce  witb 
bim  waaaot  an  art,  but  apart  of  kbaaelf;  he  wascwtau 
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of  always  beariog  it  with  him,  and  employins  it  wfasn  re- 
quisite ;  and  lie  esteemed  it  ss  a  weapou  to  t>e  employed 
in  the  combat,  and  not  to  adorn  him  before  time  and  pos- 
terity. 

Ha  oflen  cooTeraed  with  Fauchet,  and  without  shsiriDS 
his  faith  yet  enjoyed  the  truths  of  theories  and  bopea  ctf 
Christianity,  which  he  respected  as  tfae  founder  respectfe 
gold,  though  alloyed.  He  did  nnt  dsaire  the  destruction, 
but  the  gradual,  entire,  »nd  prudent  puliation  of  religion. 
'*  To  disengage  God  from  his  image,"  said  he,  "  is  tbe  last 
.  -task  of  pfailoeophy  and  the  Revolution."  Vergniaod 
thought  ijiucb  more  highly  of  the  talents  of  Fauchet,  since 
bis  vague  and  declamatory  style  had  become  vivified  and 
sanctified  by  the  return  of  religious  feelings  to  the  heart  of 
the  bishop  of  Calvados,  and  tbe  presentiment  of  manyrdom. 
Such  was  Vergniaud  in  captivity.  He  only  appeared 
more  unmoved  than  hia  companions,  because  he  was  the 
most  reflective  and  the  greatest,  Tbe  evening  before  the 
day  of  the  trial  of  the  Girondists,  he  threw  sway  tbe  poi- 
son he  had  for  five  months  constantly  carried  about  him, 
in  order  to  share  tbe  tate  of  his  friends,  and  accompany 
them  to  tbe  scaffold. 

XI.  ' 

On  the  3Sd  of  October  their  acU  d^acauatwtt  was  read 
to  them,  and  their  trial  commenced  on  tbe  26tb.  .Never 
since  tbe  Knights  Templars  had  a  party  appeared  more 
numeVouB,  more  illuatriuus,  or  more  eloquent.  Tbe  renown 
of  tbe  accused,  their  long  possession  of  power,  their  pres- 
ent danger,  and  that  love  of  vengeance  which  arises  in 
men's  hearts  at  the  spectacle  of  mighty  reverses  of  fortune 
had  collected  a  crowd  in  tbe  precincts  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal.  The  greater  portion  of  tbe  judges  and  jury  baa 
been  the  frienda  and  clients  ot  the  Qirondists,  and  were 
tbe  more  resolved  to  condemn  them  in  order  to  purge 
themselves  from  any  suspicion  of  complicity. 

A  strong  armed  jbrce  surrounded  the  gates  of  the  Con- 
ctergerie  and  the  Palais  de  Justice.  The  cannon,  the  uni- 
forms, the  BMiUnels,  the  gttu  d'armet,  the  naked  sabers,  all 
announced  one  of  those  political  crises  in  which  a  trial  is  a 
battle,  and  justice  an  executioner. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  accused  were  brought  in.  They 
were  twenty-two ;  and  ibis  fatal  nainber,  inscribed  in  the 
earliest -Usts  of  the  proscriptioa,  on  tbe  3lM  of  Majr*  bad 
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been  mkiiitaiiifld  in  spite  of  the  flight  or  destli  of  bo  feral 
of  the  twenty-two  deputies  first  marked  by  the  Gnnvention 
for  dostructioo.  The  number  was  completed  by  adding  to 
the  Oironda  tereral  membera,  atrangers  to  their  faction,  as 
Boilean,  MoinreUle,  Bonnerille,  Antibou],  in  order  Uiatthe 
people,  seeing  the  same  number,  might  betieye  tbejr  boheld 
the  same  plot,  detest  the  same  crime,  and  punish  the  con- 
spintore. 

XII. 
At  eleven  o'clock  they  entered  ^e  aalle  d'audience,  be- 
tween two  files  of  gem  Sarmes,  and  took  their  places  in 
silerce  on  the  prisoners'  bench.  The  crowd,  who  gased 
on  them  as  they  passed,  inquired  their  names,  and  sought 
in  Aeir  faces  the  imaginary  imprint  of  the  crimes  ascribed 
to  them,  but  yet  wondered  that  features  youtfafiil  and  bo 
serene  should  conceal  so  much  perfidy.  Dacoe  was  the 
first  to  take  his  seat :  scarcely  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
his  black  tnd  piercing  eyes,  ^e  flesibili^  of  his  features, 
ai^  the  elegance  of  his  figure  revealed  one  of  those  ardent 
temperamenta  in  whom  the  Tivacii^  of  impressions  prevents 
tbeni  from  being  profound,  and  in  whom  every  thing  is 
light,  even  heroism.  Fonfrflde,  who  was  younger  than  his 
brotber-iD-law,  followed  him;  but  a  darker  shade  of  mel- 
aneholy  covered  bis  features.  The  eyes  of  these  two 
young  Girondists  rested  with  more  assurance  on  the  crowd, 
and  more  confidence  on  the  jury,  Ducos  and  FonfrMe 
had  not  shared  at  the  Convention  and  the  Committee  of 
Twelve  either  the  prudence  of  Condorcet  and  Brissot,  or 
dM  moderation  of  Vei^iaud.  Enthnsiatic  and  fiery  as  the 
Hontarne,  they  had  repeatedly  blamed  the  revolutionary 
insctivi^  of  their  party.  They  only  hated  in  Danton  the 
blood  of  September,  for  hb  eloquence  carried  them  away, 
and  he  would  have  t>een  their  leader,  had  not  Vergniaua 
existed. 

xm. 

They  were  Billowed  by  Boilean,  juge-de-paix  at  Avalon, 
■  man  of  weak  mind,  who  had  acadentally  enrolled  him- 
self in  the  ranks  of  the  Oironde,  and  now  perceived  his  er- 
ror ;  he  now  adopted  with  tardy  repentance  the  triomphant 
opinions  and  pidjess  patriotism  of  the  Convention. 

Mainvielle  fiillowed  hitn,  the  yoaihfhl  depu^  of  Har- 
.  allies,  of  the  same  s^  as  Dacoe,  and  of  an  equally  ttrik- 
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ing  but  more  tnaaculine  beauty  than  Barbaroux.  Hfi  had 
dyed  his  hanila  in  the  blood  of  Avigrion,  his  native  city,  to 
sever  it  from  the  papal  pai'ty,  and  cast  it  into  the  arms  of 
France  and  the  Revolution.  Accused  by  Msrat  ofvuider' 
atiame,  this  charge  had  confounded  him  with  the  Giironde. 

Duprat,  hia  countryman  and  friend  acccompanied  him 
to  the  tribunal.  After  them  came  Antibonl,  a  nadre  of 
Saint  Tropez,  and  deputy  of  Ver.  Quilty  of  courageous 
humanity  at  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI.,  Antiboul  had  consent- 
ed to  proscribe  him  as  a  king,  not  to  condemn  him  as  a 
man,  and  his  conscience  was  his  crime.  He  was.  followed 
by  Duch&tel,  deputy  td*  Deux  Seri-ee,  aged  twenty-seven 
years,  who  had_  been  carried  to  the  tribune  almost  in  a  dy- 
ing state  wrapped  in  blankets,  to  vote  against  the  death  of 
tAe  Tyra»t,  and  who  was  termed,  from  this  act  and  this 
costume,  the  Specter  of  Tyranny.  The  martial  expression 
of  his  features,  and  the  grace  of  his  figure,  attracted  all 
eyes. 

Carra,  deputy  of  Sione  and  Loire,  at  the  Gonrention,  sat 
next  to  Dacfa&tel.  His  vulgar  physiognomy,  the  stoop  of 
his  shonlderB,  his  large  head  ana  disordered  attire,  recalled 
Harat,  and  contrasted  with  the  statare  and  beauty  of  Du- 
chdteL  Learned,  confused,  &Qatic,  declamatory,  impetu- 
ous alike  in  attack  or  resistance,  he  had  sided  wi^  the  Gi- 
ronde  to  combat  the  excesses  of  the  people,  without  disa- 
vowing the  republic.  His  jonmal  bad  been  the  echo  of 
their  doctrines  and  eloquence,  snd  the  echo  was  destined  to 
perish  with  the  voices. 

A  man  of  rustic  aj^arsnce  and  garb,  Duperret,  the  in- 
voluntary victim  of  Charlotte  Corday,  sat  next  to  Carra. 
He  was  of  noble  birth,  but  cultivated  with  his  own  hands 
the  small  estate  of  bis  forefathers.  Devoid  of  ambition  and 
vani^,  the  Revolution  had  taken  him,  like  Cincinatus,  from 
the  plow.  He  had  been  elected  as  the  most  honest  man, 
and  now  paid  the  fine  of  his  good  name.  He  was  ip  his 
forty-seventh  year,  and  was  followed  by  Gardien,  deputy 
of  La  Vienne,  a  man  of  the  same  age  and  appearance. 
Oardien  had  voted  against  the  king's  death,  belon^d  to  the 
Committee  of  Twelve,  and  displayed  the  energy  of  a  good 
citizen.  Then  came  Lacme,  deputy  of  Liboume  and 
Lesterpt-Beauvais,  deputy  of  Haute  Vienne,  both  friends 
of  Oensonn^,  passionate  admirers  of  his  eloquence  and  coup- 
sffe,  and  proud  of  being  accused  of  the  sanie  victnes  aa 
k&uel£ 
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Q«Daoaii»  followed  them.  He  was  a  man  of  five  and 
thirty,  but  the  ripeness  of  his  intellect,  the  importance  of 
hie  part,  and  the  resolution  that  dictated  his  opininna,  gave 
his  featares  that  look  of  energy  and  decision  that  belongs 
to  maturer  age.  Hia  hair  carefully  puwdered  and  brushed 
baak,  heightened  his  naturally  lofty  forehead.  He  raised 
his  head  with  a  look  of  pride  approaching  defiance,  and  a 
■arcBStic  smile  played  around  his  mouth.  His  elegant  and 
carefiilly  chosen  costume,  made  in  proscribed  shape  and 
■tuff,  added  to  the  already  unpopular  character  of  the 
physiognomy  of  Grensonng. 

A  doctor  of  Diuau,  Lehardy,  deputy  of  Uorbihan  a  man 
dev<Hd  of  any  other  ambition  Uiau  that  of  the  love  of  bis 
fellow  creatures,  and  any  renown  save  that  of  his  death, 
followed  Qensonn^. 

Next  came  Lasource,  a  man  of  high'flown  language  and 
tragical  imagination.  His  unpowdered  and  cloeely  cut  hair, 
hb  black  coat,  his  austere  demeanor,  and  grave  and  ascetic 
ieaturee,  recalled  the  minister  of  the  holy  Gospel,  and  those 
Puritans  of  the  time  of  Cromwell,  who  sought  for  Glod  in  - 
liberty,  and  in  their  trial,  marEyrdom.  Vig^,  an  unknown 
man,  who  had  not  long  arrived  at  the  Convention,  and  who 
had  been  ensnared  by  his  earlieat  votes,  followed  Lasource 
unnoticed.  After  Lasource  and  Vigee  came  Sitlery,  the 
ancient  friend  of  the  Due  d'Orleans,  accused  of  inspiring 
him,  through  his  wife,  Svith  ambitious  desires  and.  ideas  <^ 
ascending  the  throne.  Sillery  had  quitted  his  master  prior 
to  the  death  of  the  king,  for  he  felt  his  honeet  soul  recoil 
from  regicide,  and  be  had  stopped— not  as  a  timid  man 
who  repents  in  silence  and  Siea  to  obscurity,  but  as  a  reso- 
lute man  who  braves  and  faces  the  danger.  A  great  and 
pure  republic  appeared  to  him  a  nobler  ambition  than  a 
royalty  raised  from  a  sea  of  blood,  and  he  joined  the  Gri- 
rondists,  still  attached  to  the  Due  d'Orleane,  but  advising 
Um^ecretly  to  follow  his  example,  and  predicting  his  fu- 
ture &te.  The  military  appearance  of  Sillery,  his  patiici&n 
costume  and  his  haughty  features,  revealed  in  him  the  gen- 
tleman  who  despises  the  populace.  The  expression  of  his 
face  was  that  of  happiness ;  he  seemed  to  rejoice  at  esca- 
ping from  the  difficulties  of  his  situation,  and  the  reproaches 
of  the  past,  by  a  noble  death  amid  his  friends  and  the  elite 
of  the  lepublic. 

Valaze,  seemed  like  a  soldier  under  fire ;  his  cooscieiMe 
told  him  it  was  his  duty  to  die,  and  he  died.     liis  ci 
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preserved,  from  the  maimer  in  which  he  wore  it,  a  Bemblance 
of  mjiform. 

The  Abb6  Fauchet  came  immediately  after  Valaz6.  He 
was  in  bis  fiftieth  year ;  but  the  beauty  of  faia  (eatnrea,  the 
elevation  of  his  stature,  and  the  freshnew  of  faia  color,  made 
him  appear  much  founger.  His  dress,  irom  its  color  and 
make,  befitted  his  sacred  profiBssion,  and  his  hair  was  ao  cut 
as  to  show  the  tonsure  of  the  Christian  priest,  eo  long  cov- 
ered by  the  bonnet  rouge  of  the  revolutionist.  His  features 
wore  no  other  expression  than  that  of  his  soul — enthusiasm. 
The  tribunal  was  to  Fauchet  a  sanctuary  to  which  he  came 
to  confess  his  faults,  and  expire  them  by  the  ss^fice  of 
his  Uood. 

XIV. 
Brisaot  was  tne  last  but  one.  He  was  a  man  of  middle 
age,  smaB  stature,  and  wan  features,  lighted  up  by  imeDi- 
gence,  and  ennobled  by  an  intrepid  determination.  Clad 
with  the  affected  nmplidty  of  the  philosopher  or  man  <^ 
nature,  his  threadbare  black  coat  was  but  a  piece  of  cloth 
cut  mathematically  to  cover  the  limbs  of  a  man.  His  hair, 
cut  short  in  fron^  and  floating  on  hie  neck  behmd,  made 
him  resemble  the  American  Quaker,  bia  model.  Brissot 
held  in  his  hand  ■  pencil  and  paper,  on  which  he  every 
moment  made  some  notes. 

XV. 
Last  o&me  Vergniaud,  the  greatert  and  most  illustrioua 
of  them  all.  All  Paris  knew,  and  had  beheld  him  in  the 
tribune,  and  was  now  curious  to  gaze  not  only  on  the  ontor 
on  a  level  with  his  enemiee,  bat  the  man  reduced  to  take  his 
place  on  the  bench  of  the  accused.  Men  expected  from  him 
efforts  and  burst*  of  eloquence,  which  would  render  his  trial 
worthy  the  times  of  Demosthenes  or  Cicero.  The  prettigt 
of  Vei^iand  edil  followed  hnn,  and  he  was  one  of  those 
men  from  whom  every  thing,  even  impossibilities,  ore  ex- 
pected. A  murmur  of  interest  and  compassion  burst  from 
the  populace  as  he  advanced,  for  he  was  no  longer  Vergnland 
of  the  Convention,  but  the  prisoner  of  the  people.  His 
muscles,  relaxed  by  confinement  and  mental  suffering,  no 
longer  defined  the  somewhat  massive  outline  of  his  hmbs ; 
his  step  had  become  heavy,  his  eye  dim,  and  his  swollen 
and  livid  cheeks  had  contracted  the  pslor  of  a  prison.  Hia 
brow  streamed  with  perspiration,  which  glued  his  lo^ff  hail 
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on  fail  fbratMad.  He  waa  dreowd  iu  the  aamo  bhia  cost, 
with  large  ekirts  and  collar,  which  he  alwa^  wore  at  the 
CoDTentimi,  but  which,  grown  too  Htnali,  buret  and  cracked 
at  each  morement,  Kke  a  borrowed  garment.  Although 
Vergniaud  entered  the  laatihia  compaiuonB  made  room  for 
hint  on  the  center  of  the  bench,  as  a  leader  around  whom 


XVI. 


The  aete  tPaeauatiam  of  Fonquier  TinriDe,  conceited,  it 
IB  iidd,  with  Robespierre  and  Saint  Just,  was  but  a  long 
and  bitter  reproduction  of  the  pamphlet  of  CamiUe  Des- 
moulic^,  called  Hutory  of  the  Faettim  of  the  Gtronde.  It 
waa  the  history  of  calumny,  written  by  the  calumniator,  and 
received  aa  evidence  by  the  executioner.  Nought  waa 
added.  Hate  had  no  need  to  be  convinced,  bnt  had  already 
condemned  them. 

The  jndgiea  called  aa  witneaaea  the  bitterest  enenuea  of 
the  accused.  Fache,  Chabot,  Hubert,  Chaumette,  M<»)taut, 
Fabre  d'Kghntine,  Leonard  Bourdon,  and  the  Jacobin 
Deffieux,  read,  instead  of  evidence,  long  invectives  against 
Ae  Girondists,  which  the  latter  debated  in  few  words.  In- 
stead of  elevating  the  defense  to  the  faet^t  of  their  situation 
and  their  minds,  and  confessing  the  glonous  crime  of  wish- 
ing to  moderate  revolution  in  order  to  render  it  irrepioach- 
able  and  invincible,  they  contented  themselves  with  shield- 
ing Ifaemselvee  individually  from  the  blows  of  their  adver- 
saries; and  even  Vergniaud  seemed  rather  to  excose  than 
gloiy  in  his  opinions.     Brissot,  mors  resolute  and  more 

Eroud,  victoriously  refuted  Chabot,  and  contended  to  the 
Lflt  with  bis  accusers.  Sillet?  confessed  his  real  crime — 
the  vote  against  the  death  of  the  king,  and  gloried  in  it. 
No  speech  worthy  a  record  in  history  burst  from  the  lipa  of 
these  men.  The  fear  of  compromising  a  remnant  of  life 
•esled  their  lips,  and  they  only  became  great  agun  when  . 
all  hope  waa  gone, 

XVII. 

The  trial,  however,  which  had  lasted  a  week,  and  the 
demand  of  Geneonn^,  in  the  name  of  all  the  accused,  to  ba 
heard  in  defense,  wearied  the  judges  and  jury,  and  alanned 
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die  Mont&gne.  Public  opinion,  which  ts  bo  bood  softened 
and  changed  at  the  aspect  sf  ita  victims,  began  to  lean  to- 
ward cleraency. 

These  first  sytnptomH  of  a  return  of  popular  feeling  to 
the  Gironde  alarmed  the  Commune.  Auduin,  Pache's  son- 
in-law,  who  had  formerly  been  a  priest,  and  was  now  one 
uf  the  church's  bitterest  persecutors,  called  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  to  dose  tiie  debate  by  allowing  the  pi'esi- 
dent  to  declare  that  sufGcient  evidence  had  been  heard. 
The  jury,  constrained  by  this  declaration,  closed  the  debate 
on  the  30tb  of  October,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
All  the  accaned  were  declared  gnilty  of  having  conspired 
against  the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic,  and  con- 
demned to  death. 

At  this  sentence  a  cry  of  astonishment  and  horror  burst 
from  the  accused;  the  greater  number,  and  especially  Boi- 
leau.  Duces,  Fonfr^e,  Antiboul,  Mainvielle,  expected  an 
acquittal.  One  of  the  accused,  who  had  made  a  motion 
with  his  hand  as  though  to  tear  his  garments,  slipped  from 
his  seat  upon  the  floor.  It  was  Valazg.  "  What,  Valaz^, 
are  you  loung  your  courage  V  said  Brissot,  striving  to 
support  him.  "  No,  I  am  dying,"  returned  Valaz^ ;  and  be 
expired,  bis  hand  on  the  poignard  with  which  he  had  pierced 
his  heart. 

At  this  spectacle  silence  instan^  prevailed,  and  the  ex- 
ample of  Valaz6  made  the  young  Girondists  hluah  for  their 
momentary  weakness, 

Boilean  alone  protesting  against  the  sentencti  which  con^ 
fennded  him  with  the  Gironde,  cast  his  hat  in  the  air,  ex- 
claiming, "  I  am  innocent ;  I  am  a  Jacobin ;  I  am  a  Mon- 
tagnard."  The  sarcasms  of  the  spectators  were  the  sole 
reply,  and,  instead  of  pity,  he  only  met  with  contempt 
Bnssot  inclined  his  head  on  his  breast,  and  appeared  im- 
mersed in  reflection.  Fanchet  and  Lasource  clasped  their 
hands,  and  raised  their  eyes  to  heav^i.  Vergniaud,  seated 
on  the  highest  bench,  gazed  on  the  tribunal,  his  colleagues, 
and  the  crowd,  with  a  look  that  seemed  to  scan  the  scene, 
and  to  seek  in  the  past  an  example  of  such  a  decision  of 
destiny,  and  such  ingratitude  on  the  part  of  the  people.  . 
Sillery  cast  away  his  crutch,  and  exclaimed,  "  This  is  the 
most  glorious  day  of  my  Hfe."  Fonfr^de  threw  his  arms 
round  Ducoe,  and  bunrt  into  tears.  '^Mon  ami,"  said  be, 
"I  cause  your  death,  bat  console  youis^,  we  shall  dte 
together." 
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At  thii  momemt  a  cry  vrn  faesrd,  and  a  young  man  in 
Tain  Btrore  to  force  his  way  through  the  crawd.  "  Let  me 
fly  from  this  spectacle,"  cried  lie,  coTering  his  eyes  with 
hu  hands.  "  Wretch  that  I  am,  it  is  I  who  have  killed 
diem.  It  is  my  'Brittot  devtriW  which  has  killed  them.  2 
can  not  bear  ue  sight  of  my  work.  I  feel  their  blood  fall 
on  the  hand  that  has  denounced  them."  This  young  man 
waa  Canulte  Desmoulins,  inconsiderate  in  his  pity  aa  hia 
hatred,  and  whom  the  crowd  detained  and  silenced,  aa 
though  he  t>^  been  a  child. 

ItX. 

It  was  eleren  o'clock  at  night.  After  a  moment's  pause, 
occasioned  by  the  unexpectedness  of  the  sentence,  and  the 
emotion  of  the  priaonera,  the  eitting  was  dosed  amid  cries 
of  Vive  la  Rtpubli^tu  ! 

The  Girondists  as  they  quitted  their  places,  assembled 
round  the  corpse  of  Yalazg,  extended  on  a  bench ;  touched 
it  respectfully,  to  assure  themselves  that  life  was  extinct, 
and  then,  as  though  seized  with  an  electric  inspiratioii  by 
contact  with  the  republican  who  had  perished  by  his  own 
hand,  they  exclaimed  simultaneously,  "  We  die  innocent. 
Vive  la  Rtjmbliyue  1"  Some  of  them  threw  amongst  the 
crowd  handfuls  of  aiHgniUt,  not,  as  it  has  been  supposed, 
to  ex<ute  the  people  to  revolt  and  disorder,  but,  like  the 
Romans,  to  bequeath  to  them  wealth  no  longer  useful  to 
themselves.  The  populace  eagerly  collected  these  legacies 
of  the  dying,  and  appeared  touched  with  pity.  Hermanu 
ordered  the  gent  ^armet  to  remove  the  prisoners ;  and  their 
presence  of  mind,  which  had  lor  a  moment  forsaken  them, 
now  returned  with  the  conviction  of  their  fate. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  promise  they  had  made  the  other 
prisoners  in  the  Conciergerie  to  inform  them  of  their  fate 
by  the  echoes  of  their  voices,  they  burst,  on  quitttog  the 
tnbunals,  into  the  Marieillaise  hymn : — 
"  Allons,  eofiuia  da  la  patrie, 
Le  joar  As  gloiro  est  arrirfi !" 
and  8aD|;  die  chorus  with  an  energy  that  made  the  vaults 
ring  again. 

At  these  sounds  the  prisonera  awoke,  and  comprehended 
that  the  accused  sang  their  own  death-song;  and  tears, 
acdamalionB,  and  sobs  replied  to  their  atntina.    They  were 
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all  confined  for  this  their  last  night  on  earth  in  t&e  large 
dungeon,  the  waiting-room  of  death.  The  tribunal  had 
just  decreed  that  the  yet  warm  corpse  of  Valaze  "  thould 
be  carried  back  to  priion,  eanveyed  in  the  same  cart  -with  Ms 
aecompUees  to  the  tcaffcUd,  and  interred  with  them."  The 
only  sentence,  perhaps,  that  ever  punished  the  dead. 

Four^RM  d'armes  followed  the  column  of  the  condemn- 
ed, bearing  on  a  litter  the  bleeding  corpse,  and  laid  it  down 
in  a  comer  of  the  dungeon.  The  Girondists  came,  one  bv 
one,  to  kiss  the  hand  of  their  friend,  and  then  covered  hia 
visage  with  his  mantle.  Tbey  were  bo  soon  to  rejoin  him 
that  their  adieus  were  rather  respectfiil  than  aaa.  "  T(»- 
mortow,"  said  they ;  and  they  recruited  their  strength  for 
this  morrow.  « 

XX. 

It  was  near  at  band,  for  it  was  already  midnight  The 
deputy  Beilleul,  their  colleague  at  the  Assembly,  proscribed 
like  them,  but  who  had  escaped  the  proscription,  and  was 
concealed  in  Paris,  had  promised  to  send  them  from  with- 
out, on  the  day  of  their  trial,  a  last  repast,  triumphant  or 
funereal,  according  to  the  sentence ;  to  rejoice  at  their  free- 
dom, or  commemorate  their  death.  Bailleul,  though  in- 
visible, kept  his  promise  through  the  agency  of  a  friend. 
The  funereal  supper  was  set  out  in  the  large  dungeon ; 
the  daintiest  meats,  the  choicest  wines,  the  rarest  flowers, 
and  numerous  flambeaux,  decked  the  oaken  table  of  the 
piiaon.  The  last  luxury  of  an  eternal  ferewell— prodigality 
of  dying  men,  who  have  no  need  to  save  aught  for  the  fol- 
lowing day.  The  Girondists  took  their  places  in  silence,  to 
recruit  their  exhausted  strength,  and  then  await  the  day. 
A  priest,  then  a  young  man,  but  destined  to  snmve  them 
more  than  half  a  century,  the  Abbe  Lambert,  the  friend 
of  Brissot  and  the  other  Girondists,  who  had  obtained  ad- 
mittance into  the  Conciergerie  to  console  or-bless  the  dying, 
awaited  in  the  corridor  the  conclnsion  of  the  supper ;  the 
doors  were  open,  and  he  observed  and  noted  down  in  hia 
mind  the  gestures,  the  sighs,  and  the  words  of  those  assem- 
bled there ;  and  it  is  to  him  that  posterity  owes  the  greater 
portion  of.  these  details — faithful  as  conscience,  and  exact 
as  the  memory  of  a  last  IHend. 

XXI. 

The  repast  was  prolonged  tfU  dawn.     Vergniand,  Hated 
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at  tbe  center  of  the  table,  presided,  with  the  same  catm 
dignity  he  had  presided  at  tb«  Coaveution,  on  the  night  of 
the  10th  of  August.  Vergniaud  was  of  all  the  one  who 
least  regretted  life — £>r  he  had  gained  sufficient  glory,  and 
left  aeitlier  father,  mother,  wife,  nor  children  buhino  bim. 
The  others  formed  groups,  with  the  ekceptiou  of  Bi'issoC, 
who  sat  at  the  end  c^  the  table,  eating  but  little,  and  not 
uttering  a  word. 

Foi-  a  long  time  nothing  in  their  features  or  conversation 
indicated  that  this  repast  was  the  prelude  to  death.  They 
ate  and  drank  with  appetite,  but  sobriety ;  but  when  the 
table  was  cleared,  and  notbins  \e&.  except  the  &uit,  wiae, 
and  flowei-B,  the  conversation  oecame  alternately  animated, 
noisy,  and  grave,  ss  the  conversation  of  careless  men, 
whose  thoughts  and  tongues  are  freed  by  wine.  Main- 
Tielle,  Antibonl,  Ducbiitel,  Fonfrede,  Ducos,  and  all  those 
young  men  who  could  not  feel  themselves  suffidently  aged 
in  an  hour  to  die  on  the  morrow,  burst  into  gay  and  joyous 
sallies;  but  their  language,  contrasted  with  approaching 
death,  pn^aned  tbe  sanctitv  of  their  last  hours,  and  threw 
a  glacial  expression  over  ^e  false  gayety  of  these  young 

Brissot,  Faucbet,  Stllery,  Lasource,  Lehardy,  Carra, 
■trove  sometimes  to  reply  to  these  noisy  provocations,  but 
the  misplaced  gayety  of  thne  young  men  found  no  echo  in 
the  hearts  of  their  elder  coUeaKues.  Vergniaud,  mora 
grave,  and  more  really  intrepid  m  his  gravity,  gazed  on 
Ducos  and  Funfiide  with  a  smile  in  which  indulgence  was 
miuffled  with  compassion. 

Toward  the  morning  the  conversation  became  more  aol- 
emn.  Brissot  spoke  prophetically  of  the  misfortunes  of 
the  republic,  deprived  of  her  most  virtuous  and  eloquent 
citizens.  "  How  much  blood  will  it  require  to  wash  out 
our  own,"  cried  he.  They  were  silent  for  a  moment,  and 
appeared  terrified  at  the  phantom  of  tbe  future  evoked  by 
Bnaeot.  "  My  fiionds,"  replied  Vergniaud,  "  we  have  kill- 
ed the  tree  by  pruning  it.  It  was  tdo  aged  :  Robespierre 
cute  iL  Will  he  be  more  fortunate  than  ourselves  !  No ; 
the  soil  is  too  weak  to  nourish  the  roots  of  civic  liberty ; 
this  people  ia  too  childish  to  wield  its  laws  without  hurting 
itself.  It  will  return  to  its  kings,  as  babes  return  to  their 
toys.  We  were  deceived  as  to  the  age  in  which  we  were 
bom,  and  in  which  we  die  for  the  freedom  of  the  world," 
eontinued  he.     "  We  deemed  ourselves  at  Rome,  and  w« 
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were  al  Faria.  But  reToludons  are  like  those  criMa  winch 
blanch  in  a  single  niebt  the  hair  of  a  man — ibej  aooa 
bring  nations  to  maturity.  Our  blood  is  sufficiently  warm 
to  fertilize  the  soil  of  the  republic.  Let  us  not  carry  away 
with  us  the  future ;  and  let  us  bequeatl^  to  the  people  bopo, 
is  ezchsnge  for  the  death  we  ahalt  receive  at  iLeir  bands." 

XXII. 
A  long  silence  followed- this  speech  of  Vergniaud's,  and 
the  conversation  turned  from  eaitb  to  beaven.  "  What 
shall  we  be  doing  to-morrow  at  this  time  1"  said  Ducos,  who 
always  mingled  mirth  with  the  most  serious  subjects,  £ach 
repUed,  according  to  his  natuje.  "  We  shall  sleep  after  tba 
fatigues  of  the  day,"  replied  some.  The  skepticism  of  ths 
age  corrupted  even  their  last  thoughts,  and  only  promised 
the  destruction  of  the  soul  to  those  men  who  were  about  to 
die  for  the  immortality  of  a  buraan  idea.  The  immortality' 
of  the  soul,  and  the  subliuM  conjectures  of  that  iutuie  )i& 
to  whitdt  they  were  so  near,  ofiered  a  more  fitting  theme  for 
their  last  moment.  Theii  voices  sank,  their  accents  became 
more  solemn.  Fonirdde,  QensonnS,  Carra,  Fauchet,  and 
Brissat,  spoke  in  terms  in  which  breathed  all  the  divinity  of 
human  reason,  and  all  the  certainty  of  conscience  on  the 
■STBleriyuB  problems  of  the  immaterial  destiny  of  the  fanmaa 

Vereniaud,  who  had  hitherto  been  silent,  now  a.p|>ealed 
to  by  nis  friends,  joined  in  the  debate.  "  Xerer,"  said  the 
eye-witness  whom  we  have  before  cited,  and  who  had  often 
admired  him  in  the  tribune,  "never  had  his  look,  his  ges- 
ture, his  language,  and  his  voice,  more  profoundly  affected 
his  hearers. 

The  words  of  Vergniaud  were  lost,  their  irapresaion  alom 
remained. 

AAer  having  united  all  the  moral  proofs  of  the  existence  of 
a  being,  whom  he  termed  the  Supreme  Being — after  having 
demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a  providence,  Ute  consequonca 
of  the  excellence  of  this  Supreme  Being,  and  the  nacasMty  of 
justice,  a  divine  debt  of  the  Creator,  toward  his  craaturea — 
after  having  cited,  from  Socrates  to  Cicero,  and  fi^im  Cicero 
to  all  the  just  who  have  perished,  the  universal  belief  of  all 
peoples  and  philosophers,  a  proof  above  all  others,  since 
dieie  is  in  nature  an  instinct  of  a  future  existence,  as  strong 
as  the  instinct  of  a  present  life— after  having  carried,  even 
to  enthusiasm,  die  certainty  of  a  c     *      "'        '    '''^ 
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after  this  preMot  state,  which  is  not  destroyed  but  metatnor- 
pbosed  hj  death — "  But,"  addml  he,  in  more  eloquent  lan- 
^Bge,  exaltsd  even  to  lyricism,  and  bringing  the  subject 
to  die  coDdition  of  his  fellow-prisoners,  to  deduce  his 
strongest  f^o*^  fi^A  themseltes,  "  are  not  we  ourselves  the 
best  proof  of  immortalitjl  We,  calm,  sereoe,  nnmoTed  in 
the  presence  of  the  corpse  of  our  fiiend — of  our  own  corpse 
— discussing,  like  a  peaceful  assembly  of  philo«w>hers,  on 
the  light  or  darkness  which  shall  succeed  our  last  sigh ; 
drtng,  iDore  happy  than  Danton,  who  will  live ; — than 
Tlobespierre,  who  will  triumph.  Whence  then  arises  this 
cahnneaa  in  our  disconrse,  and  this  serenity  in  our  souls  1  Is 
It  not  in  as  the  result  of  the  feeling  that  we  hare  performed 
a  great  duty  toward  humanity  T  What  ia  our  couotry — 
what  is  humanity  1  Is  it  this  mass  of  animated  dust  which 
JB  to-day  man,  to-moirow  a  heap  of  clay  t  No,  it  is  not 
for  this  liring  clod  of  earth,  it  is  for  die  spirit  of  humanity 
and  our  fetherland  that  we  die.  What  are  we  ouiselTea  but 
atoms  of  this  collectiTe  spirit  of  the  human  race  1  Each  of 
the  men  who  compose  our  species,  has  an  immortal  spirit, 
srishable,  and  confoundea  with  that  soul  of  his  country 
mankind,  for  which  it  is  so  sweet,  so  glorious,  to  devote 
ourselves — to  suffer,  and  to  die.  It  is  for  this  reason,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  that  we  are  not  sublime  dupes,  but  beings  who 
obey  their  moral  instinct ;  and  who,  when  ihey  have  fulfilled 
dteir  duty,  will  Iitb,  suffer,  or  enjoy  in  immortality  the  des- 
tinies of  humanity.  Let  us  die,  then,  not  with  confidence, 
but  certunty.  Our  conscience  is  our  guide  in  this  mighty 
trial  i  our  judge,  the  great  Eternal,  whose  name  is  sought 
for  by  agea,  and  to  wboae  designs  we  are  subservient  as 
tools  which  ho  breaks  in  the  work,  but  whose  fi-agments 
All  at  his  feet.  Death  is  but  the  greatest  act  of  life,  since 
it  gives  birth  to  a  higher  state  of  existence.  Were  it  not 
thus,"  added  he,  more  solemnly,  "there  wonld  be  something 
greater  than  Grod.  It  would  be  the  just  man,  immolating 
himself  uselessly  and  hopeleeely  for  his  country.  This  Bup- 
podtion  ia  a  foUy  of  blasphemy,  and  I  repel  it  with  contempt 
or  horror.  No  !  Vergniaud  is  not  greater  than  God,  hot 
God  is  more  just  than  Vergniaud,  and  will  not,  to-morrow, 
tufier  him  to  aacend  a  scaflbld,  hut  to  justify  and  avenge 
him  in  future  ages." 

Faucbet  made  an  eloqnent  discDuise  on  the  Fassion, 
comparing  Aeir  death  to  Calvaiy,  They  were  all  much 
moved,  and  many  wept. 
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Vetgniaud  reconciled,  in  a  ievr  words,  aS  the  diSerflut 
opinions.  "  Let  ub  believe  what  ne  will,"  said  he,  "  but 
let  us  die  certain  of  our  life  and  tfae  price  of  our  death. 
Let  us  each  sacrifice  what  we  possess,  the  one  his  doubt, 
the  other  bis  &ith,  all  of  us  our  blood,  for  liberty.  When 
man  oSen  himself  as  a  victim  to  Heaven,  what  more  can  be 
give)" 

IXIII. 

Daylight  began  to  stream  in  at  the  windows.  "  L«t  oa 
ro  to  b^,"  said  Ducoe:  "life  ia  so  trifling  a  thing,  that  it 
IS  not  worth  the  hour  of  sleep  we  lose  in  regretdng  it." 
"  Let  us  watch,"  said  Lasource  to  Sillery  and  Fauchet ; 
"  eternity  is  so  certain  and  so  terrible  that  a  thousand  lives 
would  not  suffice  to  prepare  for  it."  Tbey  rose  from 
table,  and  re-entered  their  chsmbera,  where  most  of  them 
threw  themselves  on  their  beds. 

Thirteen  remained  in  the  larger  dungeon>  some  conversed 
In  whispers,  others  wept,  some  slept.  At  ei^t  o'clock 
tliey  were  allowed  to  walk  about  in  the  eorriaors.  The 
Abb4  Lambert,  the  pious  friend  of  Brissot,  who  had  passed 
the  night  at  the  door  of  their  dungeon.  Was  still  awaiting 
permission  to  communicate  with  them.  Brissot,  perceiving 
him,  sprang  forward  and  clasped  him  in  his  arms.  The 
priest  offered  him  the  assistance  of  his  ministry,  to  isoften  or 
sanctify  death ;  but  Brissot  gratefiilly,  but  firmly  refused. 
"  Do  you  know  any  thing  more  holy  than  the  death  of  an 
konest  man,  who  dt«B  for  having  refused  the  blood  of  his 
fellow-cteatmes  to  veretchosi"  said  he.  The  abbfi  said 
nothing  more. 

Lasource,  who  had  witnessed  the  interview,  approached 
brissot.  "  Do  you  believe,"  sud  ho  to  him,  "  m  the  im- 
mortality of  yoor  soul,  and  the  providence  of  God  V  "  1 
do  believe  in  theiA,"  returned  Brissot ;  "  and  it  ia  because 
I  beUove  in  them  that  I  am  about  to  die."  "  Well,"  re- 
plied Leaource,  "  there  ie  but  a  step  fi-om  thence  to  re- 
ligion. I,  the  minister  of  another  fkith,  have  never  so  much 
admired  the  ministers  of  joute,  as  in  these  dungeons  into 
which  they  bring  the  pardon  of  HeavAn  to  the  condemned. 
In  your  place  1  shbuld  confess."  Brissot  made  no  reply, 
but  joined  Vergniaud.Gensonn^,  and  the  younger  prisoners, 
most  of  whom  declined  the  aid  of  the  priest.  Some  sat  on 
the  stone  parapet,  oHiers  vralked  about  arm  in  arm ;  some 
bait  at  the  priesf  a  tatit,  and  rOMnved  abaoltilion  AfW  a 
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bii«f  confeuioii  of  their  faults.  All  awairing'  calmly  the 
aignal  for  their  djoparture,  and  retembUug  by  their  attitude 
&  nalt  preriouB  to  the  battle. 

The  Abbe  Emery,  although  a  noo-juriDg  priest,  had  ob- 
tained penniHioD  to  see  Fauchet  at  the  grating  that  sepa- 
rated the  court  from  the  cottidor,  and  there  listened  to  and 
absolved  the  Biahop  of  Calvados.  Fauchet,  absolved  and 
penitent,  listened  to  the  confession  of  Silleiy,  and  bestowed 
oa  his  friqud  the  divine  pardon  he  had  just  received. 

At  ten  o'clock,  the  executioners  came  to  prepare  them 
&r  the  scaSbld.  Oenaonnf,  picking  up  a  lock  of  his  black 
hair,  gave  it  to  the  Abbd  Lambert,  and  be^ed  him  to  give 
it  to  his  wife,  whose  residence  be  named.  "  Tell  her  it  is 
all  I  can  send  her  of  my  remains,  and  that  my  last  thoughts 
in  death  were  hers."  Vergniaud  drew  his  watch  front  bis 
pocket,  scratched  with  a  pen  some  initals,  and  the  date  of 
the  30th  of  October,  in  the  inside  of  the  gold  case,  and 
gave  it  to  one  of  the  assistants  to  transmit  it  to  a  young 
girl  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  and  whom  it  is 
said  he  bad  intended  to  marry. 

All  had  a  name,  a  regret,  a  tnendsfaip ;  all  had  some 
souvenir  of  themselves  to  send  to  those  they  left  on  eanh. 
The  hope  of  a  remembrance  here  is  the  last  tie  that  binds 
the  dying  to  li&. 

These  mysterious  legacuei  were  all  duly  delivered. 

XXIV. 

When  all  was  ready,  and  the  last  lock  of  hair  bad  fallen 
on  the  stones  of  the  dungeon,  the  executioners  aad  gau 
£arme*  made  the  condemned  march  !□  a  column  to  the 
court  of  the  palace,  where  five  «arta,  surrounded  by  an 
immense  crowd,  awaited  them.  The  moment  they  emersed 
from  the  Conciergerie  the  Girondists  burst  into  the  Sar- 
teiUaue,  laying  stress  on  these  veraes,  which  contained  a 
double  meaning — 

"  CentTt  nnu  i«  la  tj/raumi* 
L'itendard  tanglaat  cjt  Uri." 

From  this  moment  they  ceased  to  think  of  themselves,  in 
order  to  think  of  the  example  of  the  death  of  republicans 
they  wished  to  leave  the  people.  Their  voices  sank  at  the 
end  of  each  verse,  only  to  rise  mure  sonorous  at  the  first  line 
of  the  next  verse.  Each  cart  contained  ibur,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  last,  in  which  lay  the  body  of  Valaz^.  Hia 
head,  shaken  by  the  coscusaion  over  the  stones,  swayed  to 
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and  &o  before  his  fnends,  who  were  farced  to  close  their 
eyes  to  avoid  seeing  his  livid  feaiui'es,  but  who  still  joined 
in  the  sb'aiD.  On  their  arrival  at  the  'scafibld  they  all  em- 
braced, in  token  of  commanity  in  libeny,  life,  and  death, 
and  then  rraumed  their  funereal  chant.  All  died  without 
weakness.  Sillery,  with  irony,  after  ascending  the  platform, 
walked  round,  saluting  the  people  as  though  to  thank  them 
for  bis  glory  and  death.  The  hymn  became  feebler  at  each 
fall  of  the  ax;  oae  voice  still  continued  it,  that  of  Ver^ 
niaud,  executed  the  last.  Like  his  companions,  Ue  did  not 
die,  but  passed  away  in  enthusiasm,  and  bis  Iife,.coRuiienced 
by  immortal  orations,  ended  by  a  hymn  to  the  eternity  of 
the  Revolution. 

One  cait  bore  away  their  bodies,  and  one  grave,  by  the 
ride  of  that  of  Louis  XVI.,  received  them. 

Some  years  afterward,  in  searching  the  archtres  of  the 
parish  of  La  Madeleine,  the  bill  of  the  grave-digger  of  the 
Commune  was  found,  with  the  order  of  £e  president  on  the 
national  treasury  for  its  payment.  "Twenty-two  depntiea 
of  the  Gironde;  the  comas,  147  francs;  expenses  of  inter- 
ment, 63  &1UICS :  total,  310  francs." 

Such  was-the  price  of  the  sbovelsful  of  earth  that  covered 
the  founders  of  the  republic.  Never  did  .Xscbylus  or  Shak- 
speare  invent  a  more  bitter  derision  of  fate  than  this  bill  of  a 
grave-digger,  demanding  and  receiving  his  pay  for  having 
tdtemately  buried  all  the  monarchy  and  all  the  republic  of 
a  mighty  nation. 

XXV. 

Snch  were  the  last  moments  of  these  men ;  they  bad, 
during  their  short  life,  all  the  illusions  of  hope;  they  had,  in 
death,  the  greatest  happiness  which  Heaven  i-eserves  for 
great  minds,  that  mart^fdom  that  rejoices  tn  itself,  and  which 
elevates  to  the  sanctity  of  a  victim  the  man  who  perishes 
for  his  conicience  and  his  country.  It  would  be  superfluous 
to  judge  them ;  they  have  been  judged  by  their  life  and 
death.  They  committed  three  errors  :  the  first  in  not  having 
boldly  proclaimed  the  republic  before  the  10th  of  August, 
at  the  opening  of  the  Legislative  Assembly ;  the  second,  in 
having  conspired  against  the  constitution  of  1791,  and  by 
Uiia  means  forcing  the  national  sovereignty  to  act  aa  a  factioiit 
taken  part  of  the  death  of  the  ki^,  uid  forced  the  Revolu- 
timi  to  employ  aaelmMDSi  theuirdwHiDtbetimeef  tbe 
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Convention,  having  aonght  to  goreni  when  tbey  Bhtnild  liare 
given  battle. 

They  bad  three  virtues  which  tuply  atoned  for  their  de- 
fecla  in  the  eyes  of  posterity.  They  adored  liberty,  they 
fonnded  the  republic,  that  precious  truth  of  future  govem- 
roents,  and  they  died  for  having  refused  blood  to  the  people. 
Their  age  condemned  them  to  death,  and  the  future  tiaa 
glorified  and  pardoned  them.  They  died  because  they 
would  not  permit  liberty  to  sully  herself,  and  on  their  mero- 
toy  will  be  eagiaved  thatinscriptiofi  which  Vergniaud,  their 
voice,  wrote  with  his  own  hand  on  the  wall  of  his  dungeon 
—"  Death  rather  than  dishonor."  "  Potiiu  -mon  gwonjw- 
dart." 

Scarcely  had  their  heads  rolled  on  the  scaSbld  than  a 
gloomy  and  sanguinary  hue  spread  itself,  instead  t^tfae  lus- 
tre of  their  party,  over  the  Convention.  Youth,  beauty,  tllu- 
non,  genius,  eloquence — all  seemed  to  disappear  with  them. 
Paris  might  have  said  with  Lacedasmon,  after  the  loss  of  her 
TODth  in  battle,  "The  country  has  lost  its  flower;  liberty 
has  lost  it»  prrttige  ;  the  republic  has  lost  its  spring." 

While  the  twenty-two  Chrondists  perished  thus  at  Paris, 
P6tion,  Buzot,  Bsrbaroux,  and  Guadet  wandered,  bunted 
lilce  wild  beasts,  in  the  forests  and  caves  of  the  Oiroode. 
Madame  Roland  awaited  her  fate  in  a  dungeon  of  the  prison 
of  the  Abbaye.  Dumonriez  platted  in  exile  to  escape  bis 
remorse ;  and  La  Fayette,  who  had  boon  fUthfbl  to  liberty, 
at  least,  expiated  in  the  Bul)terranean  cells  of  the  fortress  ot 
(Mmutz  the  crime  of  having  been  its  apostle,  and  of  adD 
profbsiing  it  even  ia  bis  choms. 


The  Convention,  after  having  punished  treason  in  the 
person  of  Custine,  royalty  in  the  queen,  and  fMeralism  in 
the  Gironde,  wished  to  strike  at  the  eventuality  of  a  fbturs 
dynasty,  and  surround  the  republic  with  the  corpses  of  her 
past,  present,  and  future  foes.  They  remembered  the  Duo 
d'Orleans,  so  long  their  accomplice,  and  now  their  victim. 

This  prince  was  imprisoned,  with  two  of  his  sons,  in  tkt 
fcrtrais  mint  in.%  at  ManmUe^  lad  eufienng  u  the  daa' 
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geons  of  liiis  state  prison  gSi  the  torturea  of  captivity.  In- 
terrogated, for  the  first  time,  on  the  7th  May,  by  the  Preai 
dent  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of  des  B&uch^a  du 
BMiK,  on  hie  connection  with  Mirabeau,  La  Fayette,  and 
Dumouriez,  and  his  plots  of  re-establishing  and  usurping 
the  throne,  the  Dud  d'0rl6ans  refuted  his  accusers.  He 
replied  in  the  language  of  a  sincere  republican,  who  sacri- 
fices his  ambition  to  his  opinions,  his  rank  to  his  duty,  his 
blood  to  his  country.  He  recounted  what  be  had  done,  and 
named  the  proofe  of  his  patriotism.  These  proofs  were 
equally  striking  and  sinister.  The'  publication,  in  a  gai^ 
bled  form,  of  his  examination,  gave  rise,  to  a  controversy  in 
the  Paris  papers,  which,  while  defending  the  prince,  ren- 
dered him  a  greater  object  of  attention  to  the  Jacobins. 
The  Girondists,  his  enemies,  involved  him  in  their  fall.  For 
some  weeks  past  the  severity  of  bis  detention  had  relaxed; 
he  was  allowed  to  soe  bis  sons,  the  Due  de  Montpensier  and 
the  Due  de  Beaujolaia,  and  to  take  his  meals  with  them. 
These  young  princes,  almost  children,  innocent  from  their 
age,  v>d  gmity  from  their  name,  were  confined  in  the  same 
fortress  as  their  father,  but  in  separate  apartments.  The 
pnblic  papers  and  a  few  letters  were  allowed  to  reach  the 

Krince,  and  gave  bim  new  hope.  On  learning  the  death  of 
[arat,  Bozot,  Barbarous,  and  Pdtion,  his  most  inveterate 
fbes.  be  believed  tbat  the  loore  ecguitable  Montagne  would 
recall  him  to  thmr  party.  Montagnard,  alike  irreproachable 
in  his  acts  and  his  heart,  be  could  not  deem  that  they  would 
immolitte  the  earHest  and  the  most  disinterested  of  the  re 
paUicane. 

The  15th  October,  the  Paris  papers  announced  at  Mar- 
seilles that  the  Convention  had  decreed  the  trial  of  the  Due 
d'OrWans.  The  prince  was  at  table  vrith  his  sons.  "  So 
much  the  better,"  said  he ;  "  fliis  must  finish  one  way  or 
another.  Embrace  me,  my  children  ;  this  is  a  glorions  day 
in  my  life.  And  of  what,  continued  be,  "  can  they  accuse 
lae  V  He  opened  the  paper,  and  read  the  accusation. 
*'  This  accusation  is  founded  on  nothmg,"  cried  he ;  "  it  has 
been  solicited  by  great  scoundrels;  but  no  matter,  let  them 
do  their  worst,  I  defy  them  to  find  any  thing  against  me. 
Come,  my  childrenf  let  us  look  on  it  as  good  news,  and  con- 
tinue onr  repast." 

The  next  day  the  commissioners  arrived  from  Paris,  and 
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flattered  tbe  prioca  that  his  approftchiug  trial  would  prove 
bis  certain  justification  and  freedom. 

Security  and  joy  tilled  the  heart  of  the  lather  and  child- 
ren. But  on  the  23d  of  October  the  prince  entered  his 
flon  the  Due  de  Montpensior's  apartment,  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  tenderly  embraced  him :  "  I  am  come 
to  bid  you  farewell,"  aaid  he,  bathing  the  face  of  hU  son 
with  hia  tears.  "  I  wiahed,"  condnuea  he,  "  to  depart  with- 
out bidding  you  &rewell,  for  this  is  always  a  painful  mo 
ment,  but  I  could  not  resist  my  desire  to  see  you  for  a 
momenL  Adieu,  my  child,  console  yourself  and  your  brother, 
and  think  of  the  joy  we  shall  both  feel  when  we  meet  again." 
He  then  again  embraced  hia  son,  and  quitted  the  room.  Tbe 
two  brothers  passed  the  day  in  mutually  strengthening  eadi 
other  against  the  anguish  of  a  separation,  which  left  them 
oiipbans  in  the  power  of  tyraanical  jailers. 

IIL 

The  prince,  attended  by  a  single  valet-de-chambre,  named 
Gamacne,  and  accompanied  by  the  commisaionera  of  the 
Convention,  took  the  road  to  Faiis,  escorted  by  a  strong 
detachment  aigent  d'.afTna.  He  traveled  slowly,  and  slept 
at  the  l^rge  towns.  At  Auxerre  he  stopped  to  dine,  and  one 
of  tbe  commissions  dispatched  a  note  to  the  Convention,  to 
announce  the  hour  of  tne  arrival  of  the  prince  at  Paris,  and 
to  ask  ia  what  prison  he  was  to  he  confined.  At  the  barrier 
of  Paris  a  man  got  into  the  carriage,  and  ordered  the  pos- 
tillions to  drive  to  the  Coneiergerie..  The  prince  alighted  in 
the  court  of  the  Palais  da  Justice,  which  was  thronged  with 
spectators,  curious  to  behold  him.  He  was  placed  in  a 
chamber  adjoining  that  in  which  Marie  Antoinette  passed 
her  last  moments.  Hia  ftuthful  servant  was  allowed  to  re- 
main with  him  J  and  when  the  commissioners  withdrew — 
"  Well,"  said  the  duke,  to  Gamache,  "  you  have  followed 
me  even  in  a  dungeon.  I  thank  you,  Gamache ;  let  us  hope 
that  we  shall  not  always  be  in  prison."  He  wished  to  write 
to  his  children,  hut  feared  his  lettera  would  be  opened  and 
read.  Tbe  name  of  his  sons  and  daughter  were  constant- 
ly on  his  lipB.  Voidel,  hia  defender,  had  free  access  to  him, 
and  conferred  with  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Gen-  ■ 
eral  Safety,  and  repeatedly  assured  him  of  bis  acquittal 

During  the  four  days  that  preceded  bis  trial  the  princf 
displayed  the  utmost  illusion  or  indifierence  aa  to  the  fate, 
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like  a  man  to  whom  lift  iu  a  burden  and  death  a  re1ie£ 
The  6th  of  November  the  Due  d'Orleans  appeared  before 
the  tiibunal ;  the  accusatioo  waa  as  vague  and  chimerical 
as  that  of  the  Girondists ;  and  the  peremptory  and  coaciaa 
BDRwera  of  the  prisoner  afforded  no  pretext  for  condemna- 
tion. Interrogated  by  Hermann,  whether  he  had  not  voted 
the  death  of  the  tyrant  with  the  ambitious  premeditation  of 
succeeding  him, "  No,"  replied  he,  "  I  obeyed  my  heart  and 
conscience."  He  heard  his  sentence  as  he  would  hare 
beard  that  of  another,  and  only  observed  in  a  sarcastic  tone 
to  his  judges,  "  Since  you  are  determined  to  condemn  me, 
you  should  have  found  more  specious  pretexts,  for  you  will 
never  persuade  any  one  that  you  believed  me  realty  guilty 
of  the  treason  of  which  you  have  declared  me  '  guilty,' " 
Then  looking  steadily  at  the  d-devant  Marquis  d'Antonelle, 
the  former  confidant  of  his  revolutionaiy  actions,  and  now 
president  of  the  jury  tliat  sentenced  him  to  death,  "And  yen, 
too,"  said  he,  reproachfully,  "  you  who  knew  me  so  well." 
Antonelle  cast  down  hia  eyes.  "  Au  reste,"  continued  the 
prince ;  "  since  my  &te  is  decided,  I  demand  not  to  be 
ibrced  to  languish  there  until  to-morrow  ^jointing  with  hia 
hand  toward  the  Conciergerie),  but  to  be  led  to  instant  ex- 
ecution." 

IV. 

Two  priests,  the  Abb6  Lambert,  and  the  Ahb6  Loth- 
ringer,  the  same  who  had  visited  the  Girondists  the  night 
previous  to  their  execution,  awaited  in  the  lai^e  dungeon 
until  the  condemned  prisoners  descended.  They  beheld 
the  Due  d'Or)£ans  enter,  no  longer  with  that  external  com- 
'  pOBure,  which  every  courageous  man  forces  himself  to  wear 
before  his  enemies,  but  in  the  disorder  of  a  man  indignant 
at  the  injustice  of  his  felitfw-men,  and  who,  in  the  solitude 
of  bis  prison,  gives  vent  to  his  feelings.  "  The  wretches  !" 
exclaimed  he ;  "I  have  given  tbem  all — rank,  fortune,  am 
tntion,  honor,  the  future  i-eputation  of  my  house — and  this 
is  the  recompense  they  reserve  for  me.  If  I  had  acted,  as 
they  accuse  me,  from  ambition,  buw  unhappy  should  I  be  at 
this  moment ;  but  it  was  fi'om  a  higher  ambition  than  that 
of  a  thmne,  it  waa  the  ambition  of  the  liberty  of  my  coun- 
try, and  the  felicity  of  my  fellow-creaturee.  '  Vive  la  He- 
publiquel'  that  cry  shall  oe  beard  from  my  dungeon,  as  it 
iras  from  my  palace." 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


108  LAiT  HomiiTa  or 

V. 

The  gau  eParmet  and  jailers  floffered  this  outbreak  of  In- 
dignati<Hi  to  expead  iiseu  widioul  interruption.  When  he 
became  somewhat  calmer,  the  Due  d'Orleans  approached 
the  fire,  and  the  German  priest,  Lothringer,  addressing  him 
abniptly :  "  Allons,  Monseigneur,"  said  he, "  you  have  giren 
a  sufficient  time  to  regret ;  you  must  now  confess."  "  Leave 
me  in  peace,  blockhead,"  returned  the  Due  d'Otleans,  im- 
patiently. "  Yoa  are,  then,  as  you  have  lived  t"  asked  the 
priest.  "Oh,  yea,"  interrupted  the  geiu  (Carntet,  in  a  tone 
of  cruel  pleasantry,  "  he  has  lived  so  well  let  him  die  as  be 
has  lived." 

The  Abbd  Lambert,  a  man  of  feeling  and  delicacy,  suf- 
fered at  the  coarseness  of  his  fellow  priest,  and  the  broMl- 
ity  of  the  soldiers,  and  addressing  the  prince  with  an  air  of 
respect  and  compassion ;  "  Egafit6,"  said  he,  "  I  come  to 
offer  you  the  assistance,  or  at  least  the  commiseration  of  a 
minister  of  Heaven."  "Who  are  yonl"  demanded  the 
Due  d'Orleans,  in  a  eoftened  tone.  "  I  am  the  vicar-gen- 
eral of  the  bishop  of  Paris,"  replied  the  abb^.  "If  yott  do 
not  desire  my  ministty  as  a  pnest,  can  I  at  least  as  a  man 
render  yoa  any  service,  or  convey  any  message  to  your 
wife  and  fiimily !"  "  No,"  replied  the  Due  d'Orleans,  "  I 
tbank  you;  but  I  desire  no  other  eye  than  my  own  ebould 
scrutinize  my  conscience,  and  I  onlyneed  my  own  assist- 
ance to  die  as  a  good  citizen."  He  then  aat  down  to 
breakfast,  and  ate  and  drank  vrith  appetite.  A  member  of 
the  tribanal  came  to  inquire  if  he  had  any  thing  to  reveal 
that  affected  the  republic.  "  Had  I  kuovm  any  thing  that 
threatened  the  safety  of  the  country,"  replied  he,  "I  ^onld 
not  have  awaited  this  hour  to  reveal  it.  I  bear  no  resent- 
ment against  the  tribunal,  or  oven  against  tfae  Convention 
and  the  patriots:  they  did  not  derire  my  death;  it  comes 
firom  a  higher  hand." 

VI. 
At  three  o'clock  he  was  summoned  to  die  scaffold ;  the 


in  the  Revolution,  crowded  the  passages  to  see  him  pass. 
Six  geiu  d^armes,  their  sabers  drawn,  escorted  him.  Hid 
bearing,  look,  and  firm  step  made  him  resemble  r&dier  a 
soldier  marchii^  ta  battle,  dian  a  prisoner  going  to  execu- 
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tion.  'The  Ahb6  Lothringer  and  three  other  condemned 
prisoners  mounted  the  same  cart,  which  was  guarded  by 
squadrons  of  gnu  d'armes.  Every  eye  was  fixed  oo  th« 
Due  d'Orleans,  who  seemed  to  become  again  a  prince,  by 
the  feeling  that  be  died  ss  a  citizen :  be  raised  his  hea4 
proudly,  and  gazed  calmly  on  the  multitude.  Through 
some  impediment  in  the  street,  or  a  refinement  of  cruelty, 
the  cart  stopped  for  an  instant  on  the  Place  du  Palais 
Royal.  "  Why  do  you  stop  here  1"  he  asked.  "  That  you 
may  contemplate  your  palace,"  returned  the  priest.  "  You 
see  the  journey  is  well  nigh  at  an  end,  think  of  your  con- 
science and  confess."  The  prince  made  no  reply,  but  si- 
lently canlemplated  the  windows  of  that  abode  where  he 
had  fomented  the  germs  of  the  Revolution,  practiced  the 
follies  of  his  youth,  and  cultivated  all  his  family  attach- 
ments. The  inscription  of  national  property,  inscribed  oa 
the  gates  of  ^  Palais  Royal,  in  the  place  of  bus  arms, 
showed  him  that  the  republic  had  divided  his  spoils  even 
before  his  death,  and  this  roof  would  never  shelter  his  chil- 

He  continued  silent  and  pensive,  undl  they  reached  the 
Rue  Royale  leading  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution.  The 
sight  of  the  crowd  and  the  roU  of  the  drpnis,  annonndog  bis 
approach,  made  him  raise  his  bead  lest  bis  sorrow  should 
be  mistaken  for  weakness.  The  priest  continued  to  urge 
him  to  confess,  "  Humble  yourself  before  God,  and  con- 
fess your  faults."  ''  How  can  I,  amid  this  noise  and  confu- 
uon  1  Is  this  tbe  place  for  repMitauce  or  courage  V  return- 
ed the  prince.  "  Well  then,"  replied  tbe  priest,  "  confess 
those  iaults  which  weigh  heaviest  on  your  conscience. 
Heaven  will  look  at  your  intention,  and  the  impossibili^ 
of  mwe  ample  confession,  and  I  will  pardon  you  in  Heav- 

JSitber  through  weariness,  or  a  tardy  inspiration,  tbe 
prince  incliii.ed  himself  before  the  servant  of  Ood,  and  mur- 
mured a  few  words,  inaudible  to  all  but  the  priest,  and  re- 
ceived the  pardon  of  Heaven,  at  a  few  paces  from  the  spot 
where  Louis  XVI.  had  bequeathed  his  to  his  enemtee.  The 
prince  was  elegantly  attired,  with  that  imitation  of  fcweign 
costume  he  had  always  a&t^ed.  On  mountkig  the  scafibld 
the  ejcecutioner's  assistants  wished  to  pull  ^  his  boots. 
"  No,  no,"  said  he,  calmly,  you'll  do  it  more  ea«ly  sftet- 
ward."  - 

He  looked  fearloasly  at  tbe  knife,  and  died  with  a.  nmj. 
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nesB  that  Boenied  like  a  reTalation  of  tbe  fiilure.  Wsa  tins 
stoicism  of  character,  the  cunviction  of  (he  republican,  or 
the  arrive  pentee  of  a  father,  ambitiouH  for  his  son,  and 
who  foresees  that  a  fickle  oation  will  give  him  a  throne  in 
exchange  ibr  a  few  drops  of  blood  1 

The  memoiy  of  this  prince  is  a  problem,  which  givesthe 
historian  canse  to  fear  lest  he  should  be  wanting  in  justice 
or  reprobation,  according  as  he  judges  hitn  ;  and  the  period 
at  which  we  write  is  not  ikvorable  to  this  judgment.  His 
son  reigns  over  France,  and  indulgence  for  the  memory  of 
his  father  might  seem  like  a  fl&ttetr  of  success;  severity, 
tike  the  resentment  of  a  theory ;  and  thna  the  apprehension 
of  appearing  servile  or  hostile,  will  equally  thi'eaten  the  his- 
torian ;  but  to  remain  equitable,  he  must  brave  alike  the 
BQSpicion  of  hostility  and  adulation,  for  the  memory  of  the 
dead  is  not  to  be  made  a  matter  of  traffic  in  the  hands  of 
the  living.  As  a  republican,  this  prince  has,  in  our  opinion, 
been  calumniated.  All  parties  had  agreed  in  making  his 
same  an  object  of  iasnlt  and  execration ;  the  royaHBts,  be- 
cause he  was  one  of  the  principal  instigatora  of  the  Revo- 
lution; the  republicans,  because  his  death  was  one  of  tbe 
most  odious  acts  of  ingratitude  of  tbe  Revolution ;  the  peo- 
ile,  becanse  he  was  a  prince;  the  aristocrats,  because  he 
lad  made  himself  one  m  the  people ;  the  factiors,  because 
he  refiised  to  lend  his  name  to  their  plots  against  the  coun- 
tiy ;  all,  becanse  be  wished  to  imitate  that  doubtful  glory 
of  Brutus,  which  b  termed  heroism.  In  the  eyes  of  all  im- 
partial men,  if  he  voted  tbe  death  of  the  king  from  convic- 
tioii  and  republicanism,  that  conviction  is  repugnant  to  feel- 
ing, and  resembles  an  outrage  on  nature.  But  hate  had 
sufficiently  cruel  truths  to  heap  on  his  name,  to  spare  him 
calumny  and  rumor.  In  proportion  as  the  Revolution  frees 
itself  from  its  obscurity,  and  each  party  on  its  death-bed 
bequeaths  its  confidences  to  history,  tbe  memory  of  the  Due 
d'Orleans  is  purged  from  the  plots,  tbe  treasons,  the  crimes, 
and  the  importance  ascribed  to  it.  Tbe  Revolution  neither 
owes  him  so  much  gratitude,  nor  so  much  hate.  He  was 
but  an  instrument,  alternately  used  and  broken,  and  was 
neither  the  author  nor  the  master,  the  Judas  nor  the  Crom- 
well. The  Revolution  was  not  a  conspiracy,  but  a  philos- 
ophy ;  it  did  not  sell  itself  to  one  man,  but  devoted  itself  to 
an  idea.     To  see  it  solely  in  the  Due  d't^leans  is  to  enno- 
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ble  too  much  the  man,  and  lower  too  much  the  event.  With 
die  exception  of  the  first  popular  agitations  in  Faria,  we  do 
Dot  clearly  perceive  hia  name,  his  influence,  or  his  ffold  in 
'any  of  the  decisive  days.  He  perhaps  for  a  moment  dream- 
ed of  a  crown  voted  to  him  by  popular  acclamation,  and 
emoyed  with  culpable  satisfaction  the  ahaaement  and  alarm 
Ma  queen  and  court  who  had  humiliated  him.  But  he 
Boon  saw  that  the  Revolution  would  crown  no  one,  and  that 
it  would  involve  in  the  ruin  of  the  throne  all  pretenders  to 
if,  and  all  the  surviving  members  of  royalty.     He  then  re- 

Eented;  the  misfortunes  of  Louis  XVI.  Couched  him,  and 
s  sincerely  wiahed  to  reconcile  himself  with  the  kiiig  and 
the  conatitution,  but  the  inaults  of  the  courtiers  and  the  an 
tipathy  of  the  court  repulsed  him.  He  sought  an  asylum 
in  extreme  opinion,  and  only  found  the  mistruat  and  bate 
of  tho  popular  chie&,  who  could  not  pardon  him  hia  name. 
Danton  abandoned  him ;  RobeHpierre  affected  to  fear  him  ; 
Marat  denounced  him.  Camille  DeamonlinH  pointed  him 
out  to  the  Terrorists ;  the  Crirondists  accused,  and  the  Mon- 
tognards  sent  him  to  the  scaffold. 

VTH. 
If  any  man  followed  blindly,  but  with  unawerraig  fidelity, 
the  progress  of  the  Revolution  without  inquiring  whither  it 
led  him,  it  was  tho  Due  d'Orleana.  He  was  the  CEdipns 
of  the  family  of  the  Bourbons.  Weak  as  b  man — culpanle 
aa  a  relation — irreproachable  as  a  patriot — the  suicide  of 
bis  own  reputation,  he  r.;alized  the  speech  of  Danton, 
*'  Poriah  our  memory,  and  let  the  republic  be  saved."  A 
coward,  if  he  made  this  aacrifice  to  hia  popularity  ;  cruel,  if 
he  made  it  to  bis  ambition.  He  bore  with  him  the  aecret 
of  his  political  conduct  to  the  tribunal  of  Ood,  and  in  this 
ignorance  of  bis  motives  history  heraelf  may  doubt. 


BOOK  XUX. 


DuHwa  theao  events  the  republic  was  alike  occupied 
with  its  BcaSblds  and  its  battles;  and  in  propor^on  as  it 
became  more  terrible  at  homo,  it  became  more  fi>rmidab1e 
abroad;  and  the  attack  on  its  nortbeni  frontien  inaptred 
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more  patriotiani  than  terror.  All  the  ineasureB  for  a  levy 
en  tnaise  were  executed  with  order  snd  promptitude.  Car- 
not,  who  was  well  surnamed  the  Louvoii  of  the  Terror, 
held  his  head-quarters  at  the  Committee  of  General  Safety. 
Camot  had  beeu,  eiuce  the  death  of  Custine,  the  real  g«n- 
era1i«Bimo  of  the  armies  of  the  republic.  These  arrniea, 
scattered,  or  impriBuned  in  their  camps,  or  intrenched  be- 
hind lines,  devoid  of  confidence  Jn  their  leaders,  without 
any  other  system  of  tactics  than  a  passive  resistance,  began 
to  reassume  the  solidity  and  discipline  that  insures  victory. 
The  genius  of  the  Sevolution,  the  very  necessities  of  the 
country,  inspired  Carnot  and  hia  colleagues,  taught  them 
the  art  of  modem  (or  rather  popular)  war&re,  which  con- 
sisted  in  leading  an  aimed  people  to  the  frontiers — in  at- 
tacking the  center  of  the  enemy — in  neglecting  slight  checks 
and  the  loss  of  a  few  towns  to  attain  great  results — and  in 
leading  the  armies  to  victory  rather  by  enthu^asm  ^an  dis- 
cipline, 

II. 

Never  was  the  futility  of  coaHtions  more  conspicuous  than 
in  the  campdgns  following  that  of  1793.  We  have  seen 
bow  slowly  Austria,  Prussia,  and  the  empire  had  formed 
their  armed  contingents  in  1791,  and  with  what  hesitation 
— nearer  akin  to  treason  than  prudence — the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  had  invaded  the  French  territory,  and  attacked 
the  army  of  Dumouriez.  Instead  of  surprising  France 
while  divided  and  disarmed — of  marebing  in  columns  of 
one  or  two  hundred  thousand  men  on  Paris,  by  one  of  those 
numerous  openings  which  nature  has  lefl  in  our  frontiers,  in 
the  valleys  of  the  Rhine,  or  by  the  plains  of  the  north — the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  afler  him  the  Prince  de  Cobourg, 
had  wasted  eighteen  months  in  councils  of  war,  in  empty 
armaments,  and  timid  manceuvres,  always  opposing  to  our 
battalions  forces  inferior,  or  at  most  of  equal  strength,  and 
only  advancing  to  I'etreat,  as  thougb  the  soil  of  Fran<» 
would  consume  their  soldiers. 

The  rivaliy  that  existed  in  the  calnnets  contribnted  do 
less  than  the  inefficiency  of  the  generals,  to  afford  France 
time  for  preparation.  No  real  concert  existed  between 
them,  and  they  contented  themselves  with  preserving  the 
decorum  of  war;  with  defending  their  own  tenitories ; 
threatening  here  and  there  some  of  our  fortresses,  and  com- 
^atiog  in  isolated  bodies ;  suffering  Dumouriez  to  hasten 
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with  his  btjst  troops  from  the  deliverance  of  Champtigno  to 
the  conquest  of  Belgium ;  beholding  the  full  of  the  throne, 
,  the  tiial  of  the  king,  the  birth  of  the  republic,  the  immola- 
tion of  the  queen,  and  the  outbreaks  at  Paris  that  convulsed 
their  very  thrones,  without  any  attempt  to  rally  against  the 
Ciimmon  danger.  Whence  arose  this  difference  between 
^e  coalition  and  France  1  Because  Francs  was  aroused 
by  enthusiasm,  and  egotism  lettered  tlie  limbs  of  the  coali- 
lion.  France  arose,  fought,  and  fell  for  that  liberty,  whose 
sancljty  she  felt,  and  of  whom  she  wished  to  be  the  apoetle 
and  martyt. 

in. 

Polat)d,  weakened  by  its  last  dissensions,  was  &M  ap- 
proaching the  period  of  its  dismembennent.  Kussia,  Frusua, 
and  Austria,  mote  attentive  to  Poland  than  France,  con- 
stantly watched  each  other,  lest  any  one  of  the  three  powers 
should  seize  on  the  prey  while  the  others  were  enraged  with 
France.  Russia,  under  pretext  of  observing  the  Turks,  and 
stifling  the  revalution  in  Southern  Poland,  sent  no  troops  to 
join  the  coalition,  hut  contented  herself  vritb  dispatching  a 
fleet  to  the  Baltic,  to  prevent  neutral  vessels  from  bringmg 
provisions  or  iron  into  the  French  ports. 

The  Baron  de  Thugut,  son  of  a  boatman  of  Lentz,  had 
attracted  the  notice  of  Maria  Theresa  by  his  precocity ;  and 
after  having  been  for  many  years  employed  m  secret  nego- 
tialions  at  Constantinople,  Warsaw,  and  St.  Petersburg,  had 
resided  at  Paris  during  the  storms  of  the  Revolution.  He 
had  investigated  its  principles,  and  was  acquainted  with  the 
actors  in  it,  and  had  the  reputation  of  having  imbibed  in  this 
hot-bed  the  contagion  of  philosophy  and  freedom.  Thugut, 
connected,  like  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  with  the  secret  so- 
cieties, did  not  desire  to  extinguish,  but  only  to  moderate, 
th^fire  of  the  French  Revolution.  Acting  in  concordance 
with  Joseph  II.,  that  philosophic  emperor,  be  had  passed 
from  his  service  into  that  of  Francis  II.,  an  anri-revolutionary 
prince.  Thugut,  to  flatter  the  new  emperor,  bed  counseled 
the  war  vrith  Prance,  but  had  caused  the  chief  command  to 
be  vested  in  the  Prince  de  Cobourg,  who  was  entirely  under 
his  secret  influence,  and  thus  he  controlled  the  war  while 
be  declared  it. 

Since  the  victory  of  Nerwinde,  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  and 
tlie  Prince  de  Cobourg  had  been  too  much  occupied  in 
strengthening  the  Austrian  power  in  Bel^uro,  to  fiJlow  up 
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their  success  againBt  France.  Dampierre  had  succeeded 
Dumouri«z.  Having  received  orders  from  the  Convbntion 
to  attack  the  Austrian  army,  posted  between  Maubeuge  and 
Saint  Amand,  Dampierre  obeyed,  though  hopeless  o(  sue- 
cess,  and  maiiched  on  an  enemy  protected  by  woods,  barri- 
cades, and  trenches-  Five  times  did  the  attacking  colamna 
recoil  before  troops  of  Clair&yt,  the  most  enei^etic  of  Co- 
bourg'a  generals.  At  the  sixth  attack,  Dampierre,  at  the 
head  of  a  picked  detachment,  charged  a  redoubt.  "  Where 
are  you  going,  father?"  exclaimed  his  son,  who  acted  as  his 
aid-de-camp;  "you  are  exposing  yourself  to  certain  death." 
"I  know  It,  my  child,"  replied  his  father;  "but  I  prefer 
to  fall  oa  the  field  of  honor  than  beneath  the  ax  of  the 
guillotine."  Hardly  had  he  uttered  these  words,  than  a 
cannon  ball  carried  awajr  his  tbigh,  and  left  him  dead  on  the 
ground. 

The  Prince  de  Cohoura;,  stimulated  in  vain  by  Clairi&yt 
and  the  Duke  of  York,  wno  commanded  the  Anglo-Hano- 
verian army,  did  not  pursue  the  French  army,  but  aufiered 
it  to  again  take  up  the  strong  position  of  the  camp  of  Cssar. 
Id  twelve  days  the  troops  of  the  coalition  might  have  en- 
camped on  the  heights  of  Montmartre.  But  the  cabinet  of 
Berlin,  occupied  in  humbling  the  Austrian  influence  in  Ger- 
many, in  sapping  the  empire,  and  appropriating  Poland  to 
itself,  pursued  the  same  vacillating  policy  which  had  timidly 
led  its  armies  in  Champagne,  and  aa  shamefiilly  withdrawn 
them,  in  the  preceding  year.  The  Duke  of  Brunswick,  sdll 
at  the  bead  of  the  Prussian  forces,  contented  hi^nself  with 
retaking  Mayence  ;  and  his  army,  imposing,  numerous,  but 
almost  stationary,  resembled  an  army  of  observation  rather 
than  one  in  aotual  campaign. 

The  king  of  Prussia,  his  eyes  fixed  on  Poland,  was  in  his 
camp.  Lord  Beaucliamp  came  from  London,  to  blame  the 
indecision  of  this  prince,  and  to  obtain  his  signature  to  a 
treaty  with  England,  by  which  the  two  powei's  secured  tbeir 
frontiers  from  France. 

Suddenly  the  king  of  Prussia  left  hia  camp  for  Poland, 
and  England  alone  persisted  in  maintaining  the  contest 
with  France.  She  had  two  motives  for  this — the  rival  of 
France  on  the  seas,  in  the  colonies,  and  the  Bast  Indies; 
disputing  with  the  French  vessels  the  navigation  and  the 
commerce  of  the  sea,  the  destruction  of  the  French  flee^ 
and  occupation  of  our  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  formed 
^a  natural  object  of  ambition,  and  promised  too  rich  a  apml 


:,q,t,=c^bvCoOglc 


poucr  or  sholand.  lOS  . 

to  be  overlooked.  On  the  other  hand,  altLough  liberal 
theories  had  eatablished  themselves  between  the  reflecting 
pgrtion  of  the  two  nations ;  yet,  as  English  liberty  ii  en- 
tirely anBtocratic,  and  French  liberty  declared  itself  daily 
more  and  more  democratic,  the  Britiab  aristocracy  was  in- 
dignant  ftnd  alarmed  at  the  example  of  a  victorious  demo- 
cracy who  sought  to  root  out  aristocracy  aa  it  had  done 
royalty. 

Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  the  peraonification  of  the  genius  of 
aristocracy  of  his  country,  was  all  powerful  because  he  had 
been  the  first  to  perceive  dieee  perils.  In  vain  did  the  more 
clamorous,  but  less  solid  opposition,  composed  of  Mr.  Fox 
and  his  party,  persist  in  blaming  war  ^d  contesting  the 
eubsidiee.  Popular  opiuion  abandoned  these  paitisanB  of 
the  French  Revolution,  ucce  this  Revolution  destroyed  kings 
and  queens,  and  proscribed  its  noblest  citizens.  Robespierre 
mined  the  popularity  of  Fox,  and  the  war  against  France  . 
waa  no  longer  a  war  of  ambition  or  policy,  but  became 
sotnal.  Mr.  Pitt  obtained  all  he  asked,  because  he  was  be- 
lieved to  be  desirous  of  saving  every  thing. 

Mr.  Pitt  bad  for  allies,  Spain,  severed  &om  the  family 
bond  by  the  dethronement  of  the  Bourbons  in  France; 
Rnasis  and  Holland,  who  insured  him  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark ;  Prussia,  engaged  by  the  treaty  of  the  14tb  of  July  g 
Austria,  tbe  empire ;  the  greater  number  of  the  independ- 
ent Gtemaii  princes;  Kapies,  Venice,  and,  lastly,  Ttmcey, 
who  bad  refused,  at  bis  solicitation,  to  receive  the  French 
ambassador,  S6monville.  The  Swiss  cantons  themselves, 
particularly  Berne,  excited  by  fais  agents,  and  indignant  at 
the  murder  of  their  unfortunate  children  on  tbe  10th  of 
August,  seized  tbe  Fren^  envoys,  Maret  and  S^monviDe, 
and  surrendered  them  to  tbe  Austrians.  Thus,  in  spite  of 
the  internal  dissensions  of  the  coalition,  En^nd  still  main- 
tained it  rather  in  battle  array  than  as  a  camp  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  and  remunerUed  tbe  efibrts  against  us  she 
extorted  from  them.  The  duke  of  York,  tbe  king's  son,  a 
brave  and  skillfid  soldier,  commanded,  at  tbe  extremity  of 
tbe  prince  of  Cobourg's  line,  the  Anglo-Hanoverian  army, 
reinforced  by  some  Austrian  and  Heasian  troops.  The  only 
army  capable  of  defending  the  Convention  was  encamped 
before  Arras ;  and  the  passage  of  the  Somme  could  alone 
oppose  the  200,000  men  the  prince  of  Cobourg  could  march 
on  Paris.  £nvi»S  from  Vienna  and  Berlin  deliberated 
with  Mr.  Fiu  at  Lond«i  on  tbe  plan  of  tbe  campaign;  but 
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inataad  of  coocentntting  their  forcei,  and  mKjcIuDg  on  dM 
Somme,  <bej  reserved  on  a  plan  more  in  oonfiHtniiy  wkh 
tbe  diaaenaion  and  uncertainty  that  prevailed  in  the  cabinets. 
The  siege  of  Dunkirk  waa  resolved  upon,  and  AdmirBl  Hax- 
biidge  nad  ordera  to  prepare  to  bombard  the  place  with 
hia  aquadron,  while  the  auke  of  York  attackea  bj  land. 
The  Anglo-Hanoverian  srtnjr  advanced  to  Fames,  and  di- 
vided itself  into  two  bodies,  one  of  which,  under  the  oidera 
<^  tlte  duke  of  Yorit,  attacked  Dunkirk,  while  the  other, 
onder  Mardial  YivjtMg,  occupied  the  little  town  of  Hond- 
Bcboote,  and  covered  the  besieging  army.  These  two 
bodies  of  troops  were  at  teast  36,000  Strang,  and  were 
jcnned  to  the  forces  cf  the  Prince  de  Cobonrs  by  die  corpt 
d^armie  of  the  Prince  of  Onmge,  consistiDg  ctf  16,000  men. 

VI. 

Oenentl  Houchsrd,  connnander-in-x^ef  of  the  Ftench 
armj  of  the  north,  received  orders  from  Cirnot  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Dunkirk  at  any  sacrifice.  This  city,  although  in- 
capable of  holding  out  any  length  of  time,  performed  prod- 
igies of  valor  to  avoid  the  hnmiliatiAn  of  suirendering  to 
the  English.  Joardan,  chef-de-battabon  a  few  days  b^re, 
and  DOW  created  general  by  Camot,  commands  a  corpa 
of  10,000  men,  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Cssael,  five 
leagues  from  Dunkirk.  Inibnned  of  the  intended  attack 
on  the  town  he  haateried  thither,  superintended  the  ptepar* 
Btions  for  defense,  and  then  rMumed  to  Cassel,  leaving 
General  Souham  to  command  Dunkirk. 

An  officer,  whose  name  was  destined  at  a  future  day  to 
become  illustiiouB,  Lasare  Hoche,  who  had  already  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  Carnot  by  hia  ardor  and  intelligence, 
aided  General  Souham  in  the  oefense  of  the  town. 

Carnot  detached  15,000  of  the  beet  troops  of  the  army 
of  the  Rhine,  and  sent  them  to  Houchard's  force,  to  drill 
and  support  the  raw  recruits,  of  whom  hia  troopa  were 
almost  entirely  composed. 

Hoochard  advanced  at  the  head  of  40,000  men  against 
the  English'line.  On  his  passage  through  Cassel,  be  united 
the  corps  of  Jourdan  with  hia  own,  and  marched  on 
Hondachoote,  where  the  Duke  of  York  and  Marshal  Frey^ 
tag  bad  fortified  thems^ves.  Tfaek  left  wing  rested  on 
Berguee,  their  rigbt  on  Fumes ;  their  center  was  protected 
W  walls,  hedges,  and  the  redoubts  tbey  had  thrown  up  at 
Hondschoote ;  and  at  their  back  was  the  immense  tnanh 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


NIOBT  ATTACK   ON    KEXFOKCK.  191 

of  MAers,  which  extends  from  Hondschoote  tu  iIm  tea, 
while  paved  roads,  which  could  be  eaaily  rendtiwi'  i 
able,  assured  their  retreat,  and  comnmnictttion  iritD  li 
force  before  Dunkirk. 

The  Duke  of  York,  Freytag,  ^nd  Wahnoden  fiih  th« 
most  perfect  secarity  in  the  etrci^h  of  tfaeir  poakion  sod 
the  number  o€  their  troops.  They  eonetairtly  Uauted  Ad- 
miral Maxbridge  £>r  his  delay  in  executins  the  ordera  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  bringins  bis  fleet  before  Dnnkii^,  to  co- 
operate with  tbero.  Tbe  Knglirii  fleet,  however,  did  not 
appear,  while  tbe  Freaeh  gun-boats,  in  the  great  harbor, 
poured  perpetual  ToUeys  of  abells  and  bomfaa  into  the 
English  camp. 

VII. 

On  the  6th  of  Angtnt  tbe  outposts  of  the  two  anntea 
met  at  Rexpofde,  a  large  Tillage  between  Cassel  uid 
Hondschoote.  Jourdan,  ai^ernog  every  thing  before  him, 
had  advanced  as  fiir  as  diis  Tillage,  and  baited  tbve  fbrtbe 
night.  Tluve  bsttalimn  occupied  tbe  T^age ;  the  maia 
body  of  Jourdan's  army  eticamped  mor«  is  the  rear,  and 
the  cavalry  occupied  tbe  firids  and  gardens.  At  mght&Il 
Ovnerul  Fteytag  and  Prince  Adolphns,  one  of  tbe  king's 
sons,  who  w««  a  little  in  advsDDe  of  Aeir  troopsi  came 
niddenly  oa  these  btrooacs,  and  were  made  prisooen  by 
the  French.  Walmoden  occupied  Womaoud),  btrt,  in 
formed  of  the  presence  of  the  French  at  Rexpofide,  be 
attacked  them  at  raidmriit,  drove  in  tbe  advanced  guard, 
rescued  Fteytag  and  Prince  Adod^iu,  and  sarrewly 
missed  eapturii^  Qeaenl  Hondtard  end  the  repreaentar 
tives  of  the  people,  Daibtel  abd  Levaweor.  Jo«rdan, 
wh)  hastened  at  tbe  sound  of  die  filing,  caold  only  succeed 
in  HBTing  bis  general  and  the  representatives.  -  Tbe  dnee 
bBttalions  ia  ue  tSlage  broke,  aBd  were  rallied  by  General 
Ccdlaud,  who  was  bironaciiig  at  Cost  Capelle.  Jourdan, 
afier  vainly  Mtempting  to  eairy  the  vilh^,  returned  to 
join  Houchard  and  die  representatives  at  Rembek;  and, 
as  be  entered  the  town,  bis  bone  fell  dead  under  him. 
Walmoden,  after  tbis  affair,  retreated  with  bis  diritoon  on 
Hvndariioote. 

On  llie  7th  Houchard  assembled  his  forces,  and  reeou 
noitered  the  advanced  posts.  An  excess  of  prudence  led 
him  to  weaken  bis  army,  by  detaehing  one  of  his  dirisiooi 
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to  obaerte  iho  English  at  Dunkirk,  adcI  on.  tbe  8th  fas 
attacked. 

Freyt&g',  who  had  beeo  wounded  at  Itexpogde,  was  un- 
able to  mount  his  horse,  and  the  command  devolved  on 
Walmoden,  who  drew  out  bis  army  in  the  fields  before 
Hondscboote.  On  the  French  side  Collaud  commanded 
the  right,  Jourdan  the  left,  Houchard  the  center,  and  Van- 
damme  the  advanced  gnatd.  A  redoubt,  with  eleven  piec«s 
of  cannon,  commanded  the  town,  and  swept  the  roads  of 
Bergnes  and  Blenheim;  while  another  redoubt  was  thrown 

K>n  the  route  de  Warem,  and  every  approach  flooded. 

a  carry  these  redoubts  it  was  necessary  to  march  for  ten 
tmnutes  up  to  the  waist  in  water,  and  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  aitilleiy  and  sharpshooters,  securely  posted  behind 
the  walls  and  hedges.  Hoacbard,  who  carefully  avoided 
exposing  bis  troops,  lost  time  in  a  series  of  fiirnial  attacks, 
which,   while    they   compromised   nothing,   mined   every 

The  representative  of  the  people,  Levasseur,  a  brave 

Satriot,  aMioug^  nnskilled  in  military  affairs,  unceasingly 
emanded  explana^ons  of  aU  his  orden  from  the  general, 
threatening  to  deprive  him  of  the  command,  if  be  did  not 
obey  him.  On  horseback,  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  and 
conspicuous  by  his  iri-colored  scarf  and  floating  plume, 
Levaaaeur  made  the  soldien  blush  and  the  generals  tremble. 
He  poiiKed  with  one  hand  to  Hondscfaeote,  with  the  other 
to  the  guillotine.  The  Convention  commanded  victory, 
the  country  wished  to  save  Dunkirk. 

At  the  moment  when  he  vras  addressing  a  column  that 
was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  artillery  in  the  hollow  way  at 
KeDem,  a  cannon-ball  broke  bis  hone's  back.  Levassenr 
mounted  another,  and,  observing  that  the  battalion  had 
halted,  "  Forward  1"  cried  he,  "  I  shall  be  at  the  redonbc 
before  you." 

He  met  Jourdan,  who  had  been  vrounded,  and  who,  like 
himself  was  indignant  at  the  indecision  of  the  commander- 
in-cbief.  "  What  will  become  of  us  with  such  a  leader  V 
exclaimed  Jourdan  ;  "  there  are  twice  as  many  men  to 
defend  Hondscboote  as  we  have  to  attack  it."  "Jourdan," 
said  LevBsseur,  "  you  are  a  soldier,  tell  me  what  shall  be 
done,  and  it  shall  be."  "  One  thing,"  replied  Jourdan, 
"and  we  may  yet  conquer:  cease  the  firing,  which  deci- 
mates us,  without  weakening  the  ei>emy,  and  let  the  whole 
line  charge  with  the  bayonet," 
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LevD<<3eur  and  Deil)i-el  eagerly  adopted  the  auggeetioti, 
and  Jo'irdaa  hiatself  let]  an  the  attacking  columns.  More 
than  four  thousand  men  fell,  dead  or  wounded,  around  the 
redouhta,  and  the  redoubts  themselves,  stormed  at  length, 
ceased  their  fire  onljr  when  the  last  artilleryman  was  bay- 
oneted at  his  gun. 

The  English  fell  back  in  good  order,  defending  the  town, 
the  church,  and  the  Hotel-de-Ville.  The  old  chfLteau  of 
Hondschoote  was  set  on  fire  by  the  shells,  and  buried  be- 
neath its  Tuins  the  body  of  General  Cochenhausen. 

Walmoden,  attacked  and  forced  on  eyery  side  except 
Bel^nm,  withdrew  his  shattered  forces  to  Fumes,  while 
the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  been  present  at  Hondschoote, 
galloped  to  Dunkirk  to  raise  the  mege.  Houchard,  in  spite 
of  the  obaerratioDs  of  Jourdan  and  the  rept«sentatives, 
who  entreated  him  to  follow  up  his  Tictory,  by  pursuing 
the  Hanoreiiane  on  the  road  to  Fumes,  remained  inactive 
for  twd  days.  Tins  simple  mancBuvre  wonld  have  placed 
the  army  of  the  Duko  of  York  between  the  ramparts  of 
Dunkirk  and  the  army  of  Houchard.  Not  an  EngUshman 
would  have  escaped,  for  Hoche  was  in  Dunkirk,  and  in 
two  hours  these  sandhills  would  have  been  the  Oaudine 
Forks  of  England.  Houchard,  however,  did  not  or  would 
not  see  this,  and  suffered  the  Duke  of  York  to  march 
quietly  along  a  slip  of  sand  which  connects  Dunkirk  with 
Fames,  and  join  Walmoden  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  in 
Belgium. 

IX 

The  news  of  the  battle  of  Hondschoote  filled  Paris  with 
joy,  but  the  Convendon  reproached  the  nctorious  general 
with  bis  victory  as  a  treason  ;  and  the  commissioners  of  the 
army  of  the  north,  Hentz,  Feyssard,  and  Duquesnoy,  sent 
Houchard  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  '•  Houchard  is 
guilty,"  said  they  to  the  Convention,  "  of  having  gained 
only  a  half  victory ;  the  army  is  republican,  and  will  see 
with  satisfaction  that  a  traitor  is  surrendered  to  justice,  and 
that  the  representatives  of  the  people  watch  over  the  con- 
duct of  their  generals."  The  unfortunate  Houchard  w^as 
condemned  to  death,  and  met  bis  fate  with  the  intrepidity 
of  a  soldier  and  the  calmness  of  innocence.  His  death 
taught  the  other  generals  that  victory  would  not  always 
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save  tliem  fifiiii  the  scufibld  ;  va3  that  there  was  no  eaiet) 
but  ciimploru  obedience  to  the  urders  of  the  representatives 
of  ifao  people. 

The  roilitftry  operatioiia  on  our  other  frontiera,  until 
January,  1794,  were  confined  to  the  occupation  of  Savoy, 
by  Kellennan,  and  Nice,  by  Biron,  an  unfortanate  compuga 
in  the  Pyrenees,  against  General  Bicardoa,  but  in  which 
the  aged  French  general,  Dagobert,  in  his  seventy-fiiUi 
year,  covered  himself  with  glory.  The  nomination  of 
Jourdan  to  replace  Houchard,  at  the  army  of  the  north, 
and  his  mancBuvres  tu  cover  Manbeuge,  threatened  by  the 
coalition,  to  whom  the  capture  of  Maubeuge  would  t^Q 
the  approaches  to  Paris. 

Maubeuge,  defended  by  a  strong  garrison  and  an  in- 
trenched camp  of  25,000  men,  was  decimated  by  famiue 
and  disease.  A  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men  be- 
sieged it.  Qeneral  Ferrand  commanded  the  camp.  Gen- 
eral Chancel  the  town.  The  patriotism  of  the  soldiers  and 
inhabitants  could  only  have  maintained  the  defense  of  this 
gate  of  France  a  few  hours  longer,  when  Jourdaa  and  Car- 
not  announced  their  approach  by  the  sound  of  their  cannon. 
Eighty  thousand  men,  under  the  Friace  de  Cobourg,  in- 
trenched in  a  position  of  which  Wattignies  was  the  center, 
awaited  the  French,  who  attacked  them  in  five  columns,  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  15th  of  November.  The 
French  were  repulsed  at  several  points  j  and  C  amot  accused 
Jourdan  of  cowardice,  who,  stung  to  madness,  rushed  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  divisions,  to  the  attack  of  an  almost 
inaccessible  platform,  commanded  by  the  batteries  of  Clair- 
fayt ;  his  whole  column  was  mowed  down  by  their  fire, 
and  he  was  well  nigh  the  only  survivor.  Camot,  after  ac- 
knowledging his  injustice,  left  him  at  liberty  to  follow  his 
own  plan.  Jourdan  formed  2S,000  men  into  a  compact 
'body,  which  inclosed  in  ila  center  the  Sying  artillery,  open- 
ing to  admit  of  its  playing,  closing  to  cover  the  guns,  and 
thus  catTyiag  s.  moving  citadel  with  it  to  the  summit  of  the 
platfonn.  This  formidable  column  swept  all  before  it,  and 
the  imperial  cavalry  in  vain  endeavored  to  break  tbe  other 
columns.  One  alone,  that  of  General  Q-ratien,  was  thrown 
into  disorder,  hut  the  representative,  Duquesnoy,  deprived 
Qratien  of  his  command,  rallied  the  soIdierH.  and  returned 
to  the  combat  Wattiguiea  was  oaniod  ;  and  the  cannon 
of  Mauheuee  replied  with  joyous  salvos  to  the*  thunder  of 
the  guns  of  Camot  and  Jourdan.     The  battle  of  Wattignies 
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wouUt  bftve  been  more  dacisiTe,  if  the  55^000  men  of  the 
camp  of  Maubeuge,  under  Feiraod,  had  prevented  the 
Prince  de  Cobourg  and  Claii'&yt  from  repassing  the  Som- 
bre. The  Boldiera  in  the  oamp,  and  Chancel,  who  com- 
manded the  town,  desired  it,  but  want  of  orders  and-  ex- 
cesEare  prudence  prevented  Ferrsnd  &om  coiieentiiig.  A 
victim  wae  necessary  to  the  Convention,  and  Chancel  mount* 
ed  the  acaffold.  * 


At  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  the  zealous  representatives  of 
the  people  bad  replaced  Cuatioe  by  £eauhamais,  Beauhsr- 
naia  by  Landremont,  Landremont  by  Carlen,  who  but  a 
month  bef<Me  was  only  a  captain,  and  Carlen  by  Fichegm. 
This  anny,  consiMing  of  45,000  men,  defended  the  entrvnce 
1^  Aloace  by  the  fortified  lines  of  Wiwembourg.  Wurmaer, 
the  oldest  but  the  mmt  daring  of  all  the  geneirala  of  the 
empire,  surprised  these  lines  owing  to  the  incapacity  of 
Carlen.  Thia  general,  threateoed  on  the  other  s^e  by  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  retired  to  the  heights  of  Saverse  and 
Strasbourg,  and  Wurioser,  who  waa  bora  in  Alsace^  entered 
in  triumph  Haguenau,  hia  cowetry.  A  eeeret  treaty  for  the 
aurrender  of  Strasbourg  waa  negotiaI>ed  between  Warmser 
aa^  certain  prinetpal  &mtlies,aad  the  only  stipulation  was, 
the  Austrian  general  should  oecnpy  it  in  tite  namo  of 
Louis  XVII.  This  plot,  whidi  was  discovered  in  time, 
iHvu^t  to  tbeacaSbldBoventeen  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Strasbourg ;  some  convicted  and  othera  accused  of  l<^- 
alism.  The  fort  Vauben  waS'  stormed  by  the  Ajasbriaiw, 
and  Landau  could  not  bold  out  much  longer.  Saint  Just 
and  Lebas  ware  aent  to  Alsace,  to  intimidate  treason  at  oew- 
ardiee  by  deaib.  Piehegra  and  Heche  also  arrived,  the  one 
to  assume  the  command  of  the  army  of  tl>e  Rhinei  tbe  other 
(though  only  five-and-twenty),  that  of  the  army  of  die 
MoseUe.  "  We  shall  be  commanded  as  Frenchmen  sbould 
be,"  sud  the  letters  firom  the  army,  after  the  troops  had  been 
neriewed  \)y  the  two  genecaU :  "  Piehegra  possesses  tbe 
gravity  of  genius;  Hoche  is  youthfiil  as  the  revi^iitieBt  ro- 
bnst  as  the  people,  and  his  glance  is  proud  and  aspiring  aa 
that  of  the  eagle."  These  two  new  leaders  fiilly  justified 
the  enthuHiaam  of  the  army.  Pichegru,  who  had  been  at 
first  maUiematical  teacher  to  the  monks  of  Arbois,  his  na- 
tive town,  afterward  served  aa  a  aommoa  soldier  during 
the  American  war,  returned  to  biscou&uy  at:  the  commence- 
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meat  of  the  reToludon,  and  presidad  at  the  club  of  Bmbii 
con.  A  battalion  of  volanteen,  dmtitute  of  a  leader,  paas- 
ing  through  the  town  in  1791,  took  bim  for  Iheir  commander, 
and  in  two  years  bis  energy,  talents,  and  influence  over  men's 
nrinds,  bad  raised  bim  to  the  rank  of  general  of  division,  and 
procured  bim  the  protecticHi  of  Robespierre  and  Collot 
a'Herbois.  Hoche — young-,  handsome,  and  martial,  a  bero 
of  antiquity  by  his  look,  figure,  and  courage ;  a  modem 
bero  by  tbe  study,  the  reading,  the  meditation  that  gave 
moral  streDgth  to  an  humble  'family,  yet  born  to  a  great 
destiny — bad  enlisted  into  the  French  guards,  and  did  bis 
comrades'  duty  for  half  tbeir  pay,  which  be  employed  in 
tbe  purchase  of  treatises  on  warfare  and  history.  'Sent  to 
Fans,  as  aid-de-camp  to  Qeneral  Leveneur,  afler  the  flight 
of  Dumouriez,  he  was  summoned  before  the  Committee  of 
Foblic  Safety,  to  inform  tbem  of  tbe  precise  state  of  the 
army,  and  astonished  the  members  of^  it  by  tbe  clearness 
of  his  answers,  the  greatness  of  bis  conceptionB,  and  tbe 
martial  eloquence  of  his  language.  This  interviefr,  in  whicb- 
the  statesmar,  discerned  tbe  warrior,  procured  him  tbe  rank 
of  adjutan^g<ene^al ;  and  tbe  defense  of  Dunkirk  won  him 
the  notice  of  Camot,  and  tbe  rank  of  general  of  brigade  ; 
and  hia  skillful  mancenvres  before  Fumes  and  Ypres,  to 
repair  the  faults  of  Houcbard,  caused  bim  to  be  at  once 
appointed  to  command  the  army  of  the  Moselle.  Hoche 
bad  but  one  defect — tbe  feeling  of  his  own  superiority  de- 
generated occasionally  into  contempt  for  bts  colleagues.  In 
a  revolution,  where  every  thing  was  aceeeaible  to  ambition 
and  genius,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  Hoche  might  have 
attained  had  not  death  checked  his  career. 

In  la  Vendue  the  diflbrent  generals  sent  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety  wasted  their  troops  in  a  civil  war, 
wbicb  sprang  up  beneath  tbeir  feet ;  they  gained  solitaiT 
battles,  and  lost  the  campaign. 

Two  other  insurrections  also  broke  out  at  Lyons  and 
Marshes,  in  the  very  heart  of  tbe  republic,  and  attracted 
tbe  attention,  the  force,  and  the  desperate  energy  of  the 
OonTenlioD. 

XI. 

Lyons  is  sitnaied,  like  all  large  mannfactiiring  cities,  at 
that  precise  spot  where  tbe  soil,  fuel,  lire,  wat«r,  and  the 
dense  population  furnish  the  necessary  elements  and  hand>> 
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for  TUt  ftctoriei  and  undertakingB.  The  military  poeidoii 
of  Lyons  is  in  conformity  with  its  commercial  situation.  A 
height,  almost  insuhted,  and  called  La  Dombe,  extends 
fitim  Tr^oux  on  one  side,  and  Meximieiis  on  the  Other, 
between  the  two  great  rivers,  the  Rhfine  and  the  Sadne. 
This  fertile  tongue  of  land  runs  narrowing  gradually  to  a 
lofty  platform,  called  La  Croix  Rousse,  the  &iiboarg  of 
Lyons.  There  the  platform,  worn  almost  to  a  point  by  the 
two  rivers,  suddenly  descends  into  a  rapid  declivi^,  and 
then  stretches  in  a  long-,  low  plain  to  the  confluence  of  the 
waters,  and  this  narrow  and  extensive  ptun  &nns  the  body 
of  the  ci^. 

The  RbAne,  an  immense  torrent,  rolls  on  the  left  its 
waves,  which  flow  through  the  valley  of  Vienne,  Valence, 
^nd  Avignon,  into  the  Mediterranean,  while  on  the  right 
runs  the  SaSne,  a  river  equally  large,  but  less  impetuous 
than  tbe  Rhfine,  which  descends  from  the  mountains,  and 
through  the  valliea  of  Burgundy,  penetrates  the  city  of 
Lyons  by  a  narrow  gorge,  passes  beneath  the  bills  of 
Fauvi^resandSainteFoi,  and  joins  the  Rfa6ne  at  the  marshy 
point  of  Perrache.  The  city,  too  much  confined  by  the  two 
rivers,  has,  as  it  were,  overflowed  the  almost  insulated 
tongue  of  land  that  borders  the  Sadne.  Its  cathedra],  its 
public  buildings,  and  its  most  thickly  populated  quarters, 
are  crowded  between  the  mountain  and  the  river;  streets 
rise  so  perpendicularly  against  the  aides  of  the  acclivity 
that  they  seem  more  like  ladders,  and  the  hoiues  appear  to 
hang  to  the  bills. 

XII. 

On  the  opposite  side  the  city  displays  to  Hie  soudi  the 
long  and  splendid^^^ot^  of  the  quays  Saint  Clair,  and  the 
river  here  runs  sTmost  on  a  level  with  the  low  grounds  of 
Brotteanx.  The  vast  plains  of  Dauphin6,  often  overflowed 
by  the  RhAne,  stretch  away  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
until  bounded  on  tbe  lefl  by  the  dark  hills  of  Bugey,  and 
in  fi^nt  and  on  the  left  by  the  Alps,  Switzerland,  Savoy, 
and  Italy. 

Between  tbe  keys  of  the  RfaAne  and  those  of  the  Sadne 
extends  the  city,  with  its  places,  its  streets,  its  pnblic  build- 
inga,  its  Hotel- de-Yille,  its  markets,  its  hospitals,  and  its 
theaters.  On  every  sides  are  visible  traces  of  population, 
manufactories,  activity,  wealdi  and  lalmr. 
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Lyons  formB  two  distinct  citios,  and  contains  two  differ 
ent  races  of  people ;  the  coramerical  part  of  tho  city  ex- 
tends from  lae  heiKhts  of  Crois  Rousbb  to  the  Place  de 
Bellecour  and  the  Place  de  Terroaux.  That  portion  in- 
habited by  tbe  nobles,  the  capitalists,  and  the  wealthy  mer- 
chants, lies  in  tho  Place  de  Bellecour,  and  the  opulent 
quartiera  of  Perrache.  On  the  one  hand  is  toil  and  poverty, 
in  the  other  ease  and  wealth. 

The  city  is  essentially  plebeian  :  the  tradesmen,  rich  and 
numerous,  recall  those  nlk  and  vxiol  workers  of  the  com- 
mercial republic  of  Florence  of  whom  Machiavel  speaks, 
and  who,  glorying  in  their  industry,  and  adopdog  as  their 
banner  their  implements  as  weavers  and  carders,  formed 
factions  in  the  states,  and  castes  in  the  democracy.  Such 
was,  such  is  still,  Lyons.  To  this  class  must  be  added  a 
population  of  two  hundred  thousand  workmen,  resident  in 
the  city,  the  &ubourgs,  and  the  adjacent  villages  and  ham- 
lets, and  employed  in  the  diSereut  branches  of  commerce, 
and  particularly  in  the  preparation  of  silk. 

XIV. 

It  is  evid«nt  that  such  a  people  would  be  rather  republi- 
can than  monarchical,  for  th«T  sooal  constitution  is  but  a 
republic  of  interest,  and  a  democracy  of  manners.  Ignorant 
of  courtly  usages,  filled  with  contempt  for  the  nobility, 
the  fall  of  the  great  dignitaries  of  the  stat«  rather  flatter«I 
thanhumbled  their  plebeian  pride.  The  States-general,  the 
resurrection  of  the  National  Assembly,  the  humiliation,  the 
equality  of  the  orders  of  the  state,  the  destruction  of  privi- 
leges, ^e  fall  of  the  Baslile,  the  doctrines  of  the  Constitu- 
ent Assembly,  the  reform  introduced  by  Mirabeau,  tbe  pop- 
ularity enjoyed  by  La  Fayette  and  the  Lameths,  the  crea^ 
tionof  the  national  guard,  and  the  constitution  of  1791— all 
tbe  spoils  by  aristocracy  and  royal  prerogative  torn  from 
the  throne  of  the  Girondists ;  and  the  10th  of  AugiMt,  when 
it  was  deemed  so  easy  to  fill  up  the  place  of  tbe  tlirone  by 
a  regular  republican  constitution,  had  given  the  greatest 
satisfoction  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lyons. 

The  revolution  of  Paris  bad  been  applauded,  bat  mode- 
rated, by  the  feeUng  of  the  couMzy. 
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The  firat  agitations  of  Lyons  had  been  fomented  by  Ro- 
land and  his  wife,  who  then  resided  in  the  jicinity,  and 
Ibey  had  by  tbeir  writings,  their  journals,  and  thoir  ciobs 
which  bad  the  dormaDt  nre  of  the  Jacobins ;  but  thb  flame, 
awakened,  so  rapidly  spread  through  the  reet  of  France, 
was  with  difSculty  lighted  at  Lyons. 

XVI. 
The  Fesult  was,  that  Jacobinism,  finding  neither  advo- 
cates  nor  partisans  amongst  the  bowrgeoine,  bad  been  forced 
to  seek  them  among  the  dr^^s  of  die  populace — men  of 
profligate  hfe,  wbo  bad  nothing  to  lose,  and  every  ^ing  to 
gain.  Like  Bordeaux,  MarseUles,  and  Toulon,  Lyoca  had 
enthusiastically  adopted  the  doctrines  of  the  Gironde,  and 
tfae  majority  shuddered  at  the  name  of  Robespierre,  Dan- 
'  ton,  and  cbe  Montague.  The  rich  beheld  in  this  party  in  the 
Convention,  the  spoliators  of  tfarar  fortune,  the  people  the 
destroyors  of  tbeir  religion.  Commerce  decreased,  luxury 
was  proscribed,  and  -nothipg  was  fabricated  but  airms.. 
From  the  day  on  which  the  republic  assailed  its  banks,  its 
markets,  its  fectories,  and  its  piiests,  Lyons  no  longer  re- 
cognized the  repnblic.  The  city  began  to  mingle  its  com- 
plaints with  those  of  the  royalists,  who  flocked  ironi  all  the 
adjasent  provinces  to  take  shelter  within  its  walls.  This 
change  of  popular  feeling  irritated  atill  more  the  thieateoing 
but  oveiawaa  Jacobins  liS  Lyons. 

XVIL 
There  was  at  this  time  in  the  city  a  man  of  Uie  most 
dangerous  class  during  popular  convulnons, — a  fonuic  of 
Uie  impossible.  His  name  was  Cbfllier,  and,  like  Matat,  be 
had  be«a  attracted  from  a  distant  land  hy  the  blaxe  of  the 
Revalution.  He  was  bom  in  Piedmont  or  Savoy,  of  an 
obscnre  femily,  but  wbo  posseesed  sufficient  wealth  to  be- 
stow oa  \a.m  a  good  education  and  a  pro&ation.  Designed 
for  the  cburcb — that  ladder  whose  foot  touches  the  lowest 
orders,  and  whose  top  reaches. the  hi^iert — Ch&lier  had 
been  brought  up  by  the  monks  at  Lyons ;  and  it  seemed  as 
though  the  fate  of  Lyons,  already  so  like  that  of  Florence, 
was  to  become  still  more  analogous  by  possessing  an  agitS' 
tot  between  Savonarola  and  Marat,  The  sound  of  the 
Rerc^uiMi,  which  penetnted  even  the  ckuter,  reached  tbe 
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youtliful  prieit  amid  bU  studiea,  and  from  that 
he  was  conatsntly  cumpoaing  aentoaaea  wfaich  imitated  the 
brevity  and  the  inspiration  of' Holy  Writ.  "Heads  tiare 
fallen,  soula  are  tuned  to  ice,  the  whole  human  race  is 
dead.  Creating'  Oeniui,  cause  a  new  light  and  life  to  n>ring 
from  this  chaos.  I  lore  mi^ty  projects,  audacions  deeds, 
the  shocks  and  tbe  conflicts  of  rerolutions.  The  Qreat 
Being  has  created  noble  works,  bat  he  is  too  inactive." 

The  destiny  of  Chftlier  was  maaifested  in  these  early  out- 
breaks  of  his  iTnagioation.  Under  the  influence  of  these 
feelings  he  quitted  the  church,  entered  a  counting-house, 
and  trayeled  for  some  tiute  for  his  employer.  He  was 
driven  out  of  Italy  for  projit^tinRPeTolutionary  doctrines, 
and  thus  attracted  the  notice  of  Robespierre,  Marat,  Ca- 
mille  Desmoulins,  and  Fauchet,  and  he  came  to  Lyons,  to 
fnnnd  under  their  auspices,  a  club,  whose  ardor  he  kindled 
and  incited  by  bis  wild  and  mystic  discounes. 

XVIII. 

The  mystery  which  enshrouded  him,  his  pororty,  his  in- 
coiruptibility,  his  devotion  to  the  popular  cause,  and  bis 
constant  attendance  at  the  public  sittings  of  the  central 
club,  gave  him  great  ascendencr  over  the  Jacobins  of 
Lyons,  and  be  had  been  elected  president  of  the  civil 
tnbunal. 

The  morning  after  the  massacres  of  September,  a  small 
band  of  assassms  bad  murdered,  at  tbe  fortress  of  Pierre 
Encise,  eleven  officcTS  of  the  royal  Fologne  re^ment,  who 
had  been  imprisoned  the  previous  evening  on  suspicion  of 
royalism.  lu  vain  did  a  young  girl,  whose  coutBge  equaled 
her  beauty,  Mademoiselle  de  Bellecice,'  daughter  of  the 
governor  of  the  tort,  throw  herself  between  the  people  and 
their  victims,  and  even  receive  herself  the  sober  and  pike- 
thrusts  aimed  at  them— in  vain  did  Vitet,  a  bold  and  con- 
scientious magistrate,  hsston  vrith  a  few  grenadien  to  the 
spot,  and  endeavor,  partly  by  persuasion,  partly  by  force, 
to  save  the  prisoners ;  the  entrances  to  all  the  prisons  of 
Lyons  were  heaped  with  dead  bodies,  and  these  corpses 
were  suspended  oatbe  next  day  to  the  trees  in  tbe  public 
walk  of  Bellecour,  and  linked  together  by  chains  of  human 
limbs,  to  strike  terror  into  the  aristocrats.  At  the  same 
time  the  emissariea  from  the   Cordeliers'   club  tit  Paris, 


among  whom   was   Hugnenin,  who  had  distinguished  him- 
self on  the  20th  of  June,  came  and  added  fuel  to  the  fire 
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while  tbe  populace  plundered  the  ahopa,  and  legalized  the 
act  by  appoinling  commiBBionera  to  divide  the  spoil. 

The  municipality,  whose  waverinE  resolutiiiiis  gave  the 
rictory  alternately  to  the  partisans  of  order  or  disorder,  be- 
came more  and  more  the  sport  of  the  central  club.  ChUier, 
Laussel,  Roulot,  a  member  of  the  municroality,  and  Cusset, 
a  deputy  of  the  Convention,  publicly  professed  the  doctrine* 
of  the  agrarian  law,  and  of  plunder. 

"  The  time  iq  come,"  said  they,  "  when  the  prophecy 
fhall  be  fulfilled — the  wealthy  shall  be  despoiled,  and  the 
poor  shall  be  enriched." 

"If  the  people  want  bread,"  cried  Taipan,  "let  them 
profit  ^  the  right  of  their  misery  to  seize  on  the  posses- 
sioDB  of  the  wealthy." 

"Do  you  seek,"  wrote  Cuseet,  "a  word  which  fiimishes 
all  you  need  at  Lyons T — ' 2We,  or  eaute  othert  to  die'  " 

XIX. 

To  add  to  this  ezcitemrat  that  of  teimr,  these  men  sent 
for  a  guillotine  fiom  Paris,  and  permanently  erected  it  in 
the  Place  de  Bellecour ;  while,  to  moderate  this  frenzy,  th» 
Girondists  dispatched  their  friend  and  cullesgne,  Vitet,  to 
Lyons.  He  harangued  the  clubs  with  the  manl^  severity  of 
a  citizen  who  seeks  to  convince  rather  than  control  by  force, 
but  the  members  of  the  club  loaded  him  with  insult  aad 
abuse.  "  The  great  day  of  vengeance  haa  at  length  ar- 
rived," exdairned  ChAlier;  "five  baodred  men  among  us 
deserve  to  share  the  fate  of  tbe  tyrant — I  will  give  you  the 
list,  be  it  your  part  to  strike."  He  proposed  the  establish- 
ment of  a  FBVMutionary  tribunal;  then  seizing  a  crucifix, 
he  dashed  it  to  the  earth,  and  trampled  upon  it.  Then 
conducting  the  assembly  to  the  Place  des  Terreaiuc,  he 
made  them  swear  on  the  tree  of  liberty  to  destroy  the 
aristocrats,  the  Rolandiats,  the  modirit,  the  speculators, 
the  monopolists,  and  the  priests. 

The  municipality,  awed  &r  a  time  by  the  central  club, 
issued  orders,  at  its  request,  for  domiciliary  visits,  and  in- 
trusted to  the  agents  of  the  dab,  the  duty  of  watching  and 
arresting  suspected  persons.  One  man  slone,  the  mayor 
Nividre,  who  had  succeeded  Vitet,  checked  with  the  firm- 
ness of  the  antique  magistrate  the  audacity  of  the  factions, 
and  infused  a  ray  of  hope  into  the  minds  of  the  peaceful, 
and  well-disposed  inhabitants.  Nivi^re  knew  that  ChUiei 
and  Laussel  had  assembled  their  agents  during  the  mgbt. 
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appointed  a  secret  nvohitioDary  tribunal,  jrapared  tfae 
guiUodtie,  ohooen  n  the  place  of  execution  a  bndge  over 
the  Rb6ne,  whence  the  oodiea  conid  be  thrown  into  the 
river ;  made  out  litta  of  the  proecribed ;  and  Aat,  in  the 
'  abeence  of  a  suffident  number  of  exeeutionOTS,  LauBMl  had 
•aid,  "  Every  man  must  be  an  executioner:  the  gniUotiDe 
&Ua  of  itaelf." 

Some  of  thoee  present  at  this  hideoui  assembly,  incKg- 
nant  at  such  wholesale  butchery,  haTinr  giren  information 
to  the  major,  NiviAre  stationed  several  battalions,  and  ei^t 
pieces  of  artillery,  round  the  HAtel-de-ViBe.  "  We  must 
retreat,  we  have  lost  the  day,"  exclaimed  Chftlier,  at  the 
sight  of  the  bayonets  and  artillery.  NiviAre,  after  this 
victory,  lud  down  his  office,  but  was  immediately  re-elected 
by  eight  oat  of  nine  thousand  votes. 

XX. 

The  adherents  of  Chftlier,  threatened,  in  their  turn,  by  the 
modiri*,  were  saved  from  popular  fhty  by  the  very  Niviere 
whtMn  diey  had  purposed  to  destroy.  The  central  club 
was  broken  up,  and  its  members  demanded  assistance  from 
their  brethren  in  Paris.  The  Gonveotion  ordered  two 
Marseillais, battalions  should  be  sent  to  Lyons  to  restore 
public  tranqniltity ;  and  also  despatebed  three  commis- 
simoiv  chosen  from  the  Montagmids,  Baziie,  Rov^,  and 
Legeodre.  But  these  detaehmema  from  Aix  and  Har> 
seines,  deeply  imbued  with  the  Otran^t  feeling,  were 
welcomed  as  Kberatois  by  the  popnlace,  and  strtiek  terror 
into  the  partisans  of  ChUier.  1^  Jacobins,  deprived  of 
their  power,  reaolved  to  attempt  a  second  10th  of  August 
agsiiut  the  municipality ;  they  met  at  a  patriotic  banquet 
on  the  9th  of  May,  on  the  Place  de  Belleeour,  and,  en- 
counuted  by  their  numbers,  vaA  the  applause  of  the  popn- 
lace, went  in  a  body  to  demand  diat  the  revolationsry 
tribunal  should  be  nominated  by  the  municipality,  but  they 
met  with  a  firm  raAisaL 

Fresh  commiasariee,  more  devoted  to  the  cnnse  of  the 
revolution — Albite,  Dubois-Crane^,  Gkutier,  and  Nioche— 
were  sent  by  the  Convention  ;  and  they  began  by  exacting 
a  compulsory  loan  of  hx  millions  of  francs ;  organised  a 
committee  of  public  safety,  and  a  revolotionBiy  army ;  end 
then  quitted  the  city  for  the  army  of  the  Alps,  leaving  Ly 
ons  at  the  mercy  ot  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  who  has 
Mnad  to  mulct  the  ratinens,  arm  ila  partisans,  and  mark  its 
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anemies  for  iminediate  deatncUon.  ChUier  publiahed  this 
lUt  uodei'  tbe  title  of  "  Im  Botunde  det  Patriottt"  (the 
Patriot's  Compuas).  "  To  anng,  to  arms  I"  cried  he,  fa&s- 
tcniag  thruiigh  the  streets,  at  tbe  bead  of  the  Jacobins  i 
"  Your  foes  bave  hwotd  to  destroy  even  the  babe  at  the 
breaat,  hsaten,  then,  to  conquer  or  petish  beneath  the  luina 
of  this  city." 

These  ferociouB  cries  exttMrtod  from  tbe  Convention  a 
decree,  aulborizing  the  citizena  of  Lyons  to  repel  force  by 
ftHve.  "  Do  you  think,"  said  Chalier,  on  hearing  this  de- 
cree, "  do  you  think  this  decree  intimidates  me  1  No  ! 
sufficient  men  will  join  me  to  poignard  twenty  thouaand 
cittzens,  and  I  reaeire  for  myself  the  task  of  plunging  Ae 
knife  in  your  throat."  He  then  hastened  to  arm  his  fol- 
lowers, and  prepared  to  Attack  the  Hdtel-do-Ville.  Qau- 
tier  and  Nioche  entered  Lyons  at  tbe  head  of  two  in&ntry 
battalions,  and  as  many  squadrona  of  cavalry,  preceded  by 
the  band  of  Cb&Uer,  who  insulted  and  attacked  the  armed 
citizens.  ChUier  harangued  the  club : — "  Let  us  seize," 
tbe  memben  of  the  d^>artmeut,  the  presidents,  tbe  secre 
taries  of  the  sections ;  let  all  their  heuls  roll  on  die  guillo- 
tine at  one  stroke,  and  kt  ua  bathe  our  banda  in  their  btood  " 

2X1. 
While  the  Motions  were  arranging,  the  Jacobin  monici- 

eility  snzed  on  the  Arsenal,  wUi^  tbJey  fixtified,  filling  tbe 
6tel-de>ViUe  with  cannon,  ammunition,  and  troops.  The 
sectifMiaries  assembled  to  the  number  of  more  than  20,OOD 
on  tbe  Place  de  Bellecour,  and  chose,  as  commandant,  a 
woolendraper,  named  Madiaier,  a  man  of  deiernnned  cuur- 
am  and  unshrinking  arm.  He  carried  tbe  Arsenal,  and 
advanced  on  the  Hdtel-de-Ville.  Nioche,  the  repreaenta- 
tive,  sought  to  interpose,  but  u  vain.  While  tbe  negotia- 
tion at  the  Aiaen^  was  going  on,  the  mnnicipality  was  sur- 
rounded by  trotms  of  tbe  line,  and  multitudeB  of  the  towB»- 
people  in  &e  PUca  des  Teireaux.  The  carcasses  of  the 
first  sectionariea,  who  had  been  assasonated  in  the  streets, 
were  strewn  on  the  aCapa  of  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  mangled 
and  roatilated  by  the  people. 

Madinier,  informed  of  these  excesses,  retained  Nioebe  as 
a  hostage  ;  and  advanced  the  sections  in  two  columns,  one 
by  the  quays  of  the  Sadne,  and  the  other  by  the  quays  of 
the  Khtoe.  Tbe  head  of  this  latter  oolumii  was  cut  down 
by  a  battery  placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  bridge  Morand, 
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which  Bwept  the  entire  qu&y.  Hundreds  of  the  sectioDBnea 
were  cut  down,  and  among  them  ssTeral  royalist  officers, 
and  many  of  the  sons  of  the  principal  famiiies  of  nobility 
and  the  conferee  of  Lyons. 

The  column  on  the  quay  of  the  SiloDe  waa  also  checked ; 
and  retreating  on  the  Place  du  Carmee,  was  slightly  shel- 
tered by  Bome  huildinKS-  From  this  vantage  ground  they 
fired  on  the  Hdtel-de-Ville,  and  the  Jacobina,  decimated, 
sought  &r  refuge  in  the  court-yards.  The  repreeentatiTe, 
Gautier,  presenting  himself  to  the  set^onaries  to  parley, 
was  taken  also  as  a  hostage.  He  signed,  under  the  fear  of 
tbe  sections,  the  suspension  of  the  municipality.  Madinier 
mAle  a  triumphal  entry  on  horseback,  and  seizing  on  Chi- 
ller and  his  principal  confederates,  sent  them  to  prison, 
amid  the  execrations  of  the  indignant  populace,  who  would 
have  torn  them  to  pieces.  This  triumph  for  the  Qironda 
occurred  on  the  29th  of  May,  the  day  before  the  Girondists, 
conquerors  at  Lyons,  were  vanquished  in  Paris.  Cbftliei 
was  condemned  to  death,  some  days  after,  by  the  Crimi- 
nal Tribunal,  and  the  guillotine,  which  he  had  sent  for  from 
Paris  to  destroy  his  enemies,  vraa  first  destined  to  sever  fais 
own  bead  from  his  body.  The  crucifix  he  had,  in  turns, 
adored  and  broken,  no  longer  lefl  his  hands  for  a  moment 
in  his  dungeon.  Condemned  to  die  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  employed  tbe  remainder  of  the  day  in  writirig 
bis  will.  He  made  his  adieus  to  tbe  other  prisoners,  and 
walking  to  the  scaffold  with  a  firm  tread,  looked  right  and 
left  at  tbe  people,  as  thou^  to  reproach  them  with  his  death. 
At  the  foot  of  the  scaffold  he  embraced  his  confessor,  again 
pressed  tbe  crucifix  to  his  lips,  and  then  resigned  himself 
to  the  executioner. 

Tbe  ill-sharpened  blade  of  tbe  guillodne,  instead  of 
depriving  ChAlier  of  bis  life  at  one  blow,  fell,  end  was 
raised  again  five  times  without  severing  hia  bead.  He 
was  becked  to  death,  not  decapitated,  with  his  bead  half- 
aeparated  from  his  body,  Chalier,  looking  at  the  execu- 
tioner with  reproachful  glance,  supplicated  him  to  abridge 
his  agony.  A  sixth  stroke  completed  the  execution.  He 
tasted  slowly  of  the  death  with  which  he  had  so  often 
sought  to  inspire  a  thirst  in  the  people — he  was  glutted 
vrith  blood,  but  it  was  his  own  ! 

Chalier's  blood,  shed  in  defiance  of  the  Convention,  ren- 
dered all  reconciliation  impossible,  and  the  Lyonese  tool' 
refiige  firom  their  resistance  in  revolt. 
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XXII. 


The  etements  of  die  inBurrection  were  nuiUMtnia  bmI 
varioua  in  Lyous.  The  GirondiBts  overthrown  ;  the  Con- 
reotiou  decimatud,  the  national  repreaentalioD  in  Paris 
mutilated  by  the  31st  of  May ;  the  anarchical  oppression 
of  Chiller  and  his  mob  long  felt,  and  now  broken ;  theii 
confidence  in  their  own  strength ;  the  riralrj  of  insnrrectioQ 
with  Marseilles  and  Toulon ;  eoinnierce  destroyed ;  the 
priesta  persecuted ;  the  life  of  every  citizen  menaced  by 
the  law  of  the  suspected ;  the  horror  of  terrorism,  which 
shed,  drop  by  drop,  the.  blood  of  so  many  illustrious  victims 
at  Paria  ;  and,  finally,  the  royalism  concentrated  at  Lyons, 
as  in  an  asylum  where  it  summoned  around  it  its  panisana 
from  all  quarters,  and  where  it  renewed  its  negotiations 
with  foreign  allies — all  concurred  in  making  this  city  the 
counter-revolutionary  capital  of  the  republic. 

Still  the  insurrection  did  not,  at  once,  hoist  this  color, 
bat  remained  covered  by  the  semblance  of  repaklicantsm. 
The  administrators  and  presidents  of  seetione,  who  came 
to  triumph  at  the  Hdtel-de-Ville,  were  men  of  the  Rerolu- 
tinn,  devoted  to  the  system  of  the  Girondists,  and  confining 
their  ambitioD  to  the  hope  of  rousing  and  avenging  the 
friends  of  Vergniaud  and  Roland.  The  two  deputies  of 
this  party,  Chasset  and  Biroteau,  who  had  taken  refuge  at 
Lyons,  keM  np,  by  their  oiUiona  and  recriminations,  the 
spirit  of  the  Girondo.  The  government  of  the  city  had 
assumed  the  form  of  adictatMvhip.  It  was  composed  of  ad- 
ministratora  named  and  delegated  by  the  sections,  and  call- 
ed itself  "  the  Popular  Republican  Commission."  These 
delegates  had  been  Bomitiaiad  under  the  impression  of 
horror  against  the  Jacobins.  They  had  selected  even  the 
moet  opposed  to  the  Terrorists,  and  vbo,  consequently, 
were  the  closest  united  to  the  counter-revolutionists. 

This  popular  conimission  was  headed  by  M.  Rambaud, 
whose  monarchical  principles  and  sentiments  were  openly 
avowed.  The  other  membera  were  irritated  GirondiHte, 
or  modarit,  who  had  compromised  tbernselvea,  to  whom 
concession  to  the  Convention  left  no  perspective  but  death. 
Commerce,  whose  opinions  are  ever  guided  by  its  interests, 
daily  deplored  the  ruin  of  affairs,  and  secretly  regretted 
royalty  as  a  pledge  for  labor,  credit,  and  security.  The 
refugee  nobility  and  priests,  concealed  in  large  numbers  in 
Lyons,  cast  their  resentments  into  this  furnace,  hoping  to 
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maka  of  it  an  internal  toIckio,  whose  explosion  would 
destroT  die  republic,  and  agsin  open  to  the  emigrants  and 
proscnbMl  princes  the  rood  to  France  and  the  throne. 

XXHt 

For  a  lonr  time  Ljons  was  ibe  illusion  of  the  emigrau 
roTaKsts.  As  soon  as  this  eity  had  brokea  with  the  Con- 
vention, thmr  eraiasarise  beliered  that  it  had  broketi  with 
the  repabKo,  and  tbej  re-appeai-ed  in  order  to  avail  ibem- 
•dvea  of  the  moTemeBt,  ana  to  turn  it  in  the  direction  of 
rojaltr.  The  Comte  d'Artois  was  then  at  Ham,  in  the 
Prussian  territory.  He  immediatelj  sent  Qeneial  the  Mar- 
quis d'Autichamp  to  Savoy,  with-inMmctiona  to  inspect  as 
closely  as  poastble  the  Lyonnese  insurrectioa ;  to  inspire 
resohition  to  the  court  of  Turin,  and  to  induce  it  to  send  a 
large  body  of  tnxipa  to  Cfaambercy. 

Another  oficer  of  this  prince  waa  sent  to  Berne,  to 
induce  Switzerland  to  declare  against  France,  asd  to  join 
its  finrces  with  those  of  the  king  of  Sardtw,  in  order  to 
deal  a  decinve  hlow  aninst  Ibe  republic.  Two  emoya  of 
die  king  of  Sardinia,  Banm  dea  EuAim  and  tW  Comte  de 
Ifaistre,  seconded  the  effbrts  <^  the  emiaranta  in  t^M  Hel- 
vetic cantons.  Lord  Fitzgerald,  sent  by  tlie  Britannic 
cabinet,-  was  similwly  eniplnyed  in  Aeae  ouitona.  But 
the  anstocradc  caatona  of  Switzeifand,  dtreatennd  on  their 
own  soil  by  the  revotntionary  spirit  wUdi  was  lifa  among 
diem,  darad  not  awke  any  movement  which  might  paihapa 
be  tbn  signal  of  Ae  down&ll  oi  thmt  oonstitutian.  The 
court  of  Saidinin,  rein&nCed  by  eigfat  or  ten  thouMud 
Austrians,  haMily  threw  its  priiu^iaJ  foreas  into  the  eomt^ 
of  Nice,  to  protect,  first,  all  Piedmont,  and  than  contented 
herself  with  d^nding,  foot  by  &ot,  die  gorges  of  Savoy 
against  the  ftw  battalions  under  Kellermaan.  The  Haiv 
quis  d'Autichamp  and  the  officers  of  C<H>d6  soon  scknowl- 
edged  the  impoasifaility  of  giving  opan^  emigraBtg  a  leader, 
to  a  movement  which  pnserved  the  BemUanee  of  repnbli- 
caniem.  The  royalists  of  Lyons  and  the  interitK  were 
obliged  to  renounce  all  hope  of  foreign  intetftrence.  Their 
only  expectation  now  laid  in  time,  prudence,  and  victory, 
in  order  to  devste  loyalty  at  Lywis  on  the  ruins  of  die 
Qirondist  party.  Ind^endently  of  the  pordou  of  the  pop 
olation  devoted  to  tbem  by  opinion,  they  counted  in  the 
city  four  thousand   non-juring  priests,  and   six  thousand 
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nobles,  dfltermioed  to  talce  amu  ngunat  the  fbtc«a  of  th« 
Convantion. 

XXIV. 

Every  attempt  at  reconciliation  was  hereafter  umIsss. 
Lyons  flew  to  arms ;  and  rajecting,  after  a,  formal  daliber- 
tion,  the  constitution  of  1793,  the  city  at  last  DominUed  m 
commendant-ganAral  of  its  forces. 

This  general,  whose  name  was  until  then  unknown,  was 
the  Comte  de  Fr^y,  a  gentleman  of  Charolais,  fimnerly 
colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Vosgea,  belonging  to  that  porticKi 
of  the  military  nolnlit^  not  yet  denationslised  by  emigra- 
tion, which  preserved  the  patriotism  of  the  citizen  united 
to  the  fidelity  of  the  gentleman  i  monarchical  from  honor, 
a  patriot  frma  the  spirit  of  the  age,  a  Frencbman  by  blood. 
He  had  served  in  Conica,  Gerraany,  and  in  the  conatitu^ 
tional  guard  of  Ijoiiis  XVI.  He  mingled  in  one  and  the 
same  respect,  the  king  and  the  constitution.  He  had 
fought  on  the  lOlh  of  August  with  the  devoted  officers 
who  endeavored  to  shield  the  throne  with  their  bodies. 
He  bad  bewailed  the  death  of  his  master,  but  had  not 
forsworn  his  country.  Retiring  to  his  estate  of  Semur  in 
Brionnais,  he  silently  submitted  to  the  fate  of  the  perse- 
cuted nobility.  His  friends  at  Lyons  pcnnted  him  out  to 
the  republican  commisaion  as  the  fittest  chiefs  to  direct 
and  control  the  minted  movement  which  Lyons  was  ven- 
turing to  try  against  snar oh y.  Pr^y  v^ae  not  the  chief  of 
yarty,  but  was  eminently  a  warrior.  Still  the  moderation 
his  character,  his  pntetice  in  controlling  loldiera,  and 
that  skin  natural  to  men  of  bis  province,  made  him  capable 
of  uniting  in  one  body  all  vague  opinions,  of  preserving 
.  their  confidence,  and  of  leading  tbem  on  to  a  partienlar 
end,  without  disclosing  it  to  them  beforehand.  Pr^cy  was 
fifty-one  years  c^  age.  His  martial  bearing,  open  counte- 
nance, his  blue  and  placid  eye,  bis  fimt  but  decided  smile, 
the  natural  gift  of  command,  united  to  persuasion,  and  his 
UBwearied  frame,  made  him  a  leader  most  agreeable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people. 

IXV. 

The  deputation  of  Lyons  went  to  ofier  the  command  to 

M.  de  Pr^oy.     They  found  him,  as  the  Romans  had  in 

bygone  days  fi>uad  their  dictator,  in  his  fields,  with  bis 

■pade  in  hia  hands,  cukivatiag  hU  flowers  and  vegetables. 
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Piiej  modtMtly  declared  that  he  did  not  feel  bimself  ade* 
quale  ti>  the  part  they  bad  come  to  propose  to  him — tbat 
the  Revolution  had  broken  bis  sword,  and  aga  abated  hia 
fire— tffat  civil  war  was  repugnant  to  his  soul — that  it  waa 
an  extreme  remedy,  which  destroyed  more  causes  than  it 
served — that  in  nnhing  headlong  into  it,  there  vras  no 
refiige  but  victory  or  death — that  the  organized  forcei  of 
the  Convention,  directed  against  a  single  town,  tnnst,  sooner 
or  later,  destroy  Lyons — that  it  could  not  be  concealed 
that  the  combats  and  distresses  of  a  iengtbened  siege  would 
deatrov  a  vast  many  citizens,  and  the  scaifold  would  deci- 
mate toe  BurviTors.  "We  know  it,"  replied  the  negottators 
of  Lyons ;  "  but  we  have  weighed  in  our  minds  the  scaffold 
against  the  oppreMions  of  the  Convention,  and  we  have 
chosen  the  scaffold."  "  And  I,"  exclaimed  Pr^cy,  "  I 
accept  it  with  such  men  I"  He  resumed  his  coat,  which 
vras  hanging  from  the  branches  of  a  pear-tree,  returned  to 
hisliouse  to  take  leave  of  bis  young  wife,  and  resume  hii 
arms,  which  had  been  concealed  for  ei^iteen  months,  and 
then  followed  the  men  of  Lyons. 

On  his  arrival,  he  put  on  the  civic  unifbma,  ntount«d  the 
tri-colored  cockade,  and  then,  on  horseback,  reviewed  the 
municipal  army.  The  battalions  of  paid  tnxips  and  national 
guard  saluted  him  vrith  nnanimoas  acclamations.  The 
command  of  the  artillery  vras  conferred  on  Lieutenant- 
colonel  de  Cheneletta,  and  tbat  of  the  cavalry  on  Comi« 
de  Virieu.  This  latter  gave  the  most  royalist  significance 
to  the  rifling  of  Lyons.  A  celebrated  orator  of  the  Con- 
stituent Assembly,  he  had,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution,  claimed  the  rights  of  the  nation,  been  present 
at  the  Assembly  of  Vizille  in  Dauphin^,  demanded  repre- 
sentation, by  each  individual  and  not  by  order  in  the  Etatt  . 
Generaux,  and  gone  over,  with  forty-aeven  members  of  tba 
nobility  (on  the  85th  of  June),  to  the  side  of  the  people. 
Subsequently  the  Comte  de  Virieu  had  appeared  to  repent 
of  these  popular  acta.  He  was  anxious  to  support  the 
throne,  afrar  baring  shaken  it  He  deaired,  like  Mounier, 
Lally-Tolendal,  Clermont-Tonnerre,  and  Cazalds,  his 
friends,  to  reduce  the  Revolution  to  the  acquirement  of  a 
right  of  representation,  divided  between  two  cbambers,  in 
imitation  m  England.  The  combination  of  the  aristocracy 
and  democracy,  moderated  by  the  monarchy,  seemea  to 
him  the  sole  government  of  liberty.  The  moment  the 
National  Assembly  had  broken  th«  circle  in  irhich  the 
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aiifltocracy  desired  to  enconipaas  the  third  estate,  erery 
step  of  the  Revolution  had  seemed  to  him  excessei — all  its 
acts  crimes.  He  had  quitted  it  as  a  man  leaves  a  guilty 
eonlederacy,  shaking  the  duet  from  bis  feet,  and  cursing 
his  error  hitterly.  He  had  devoted  himself  to  the  restora- 
tioD  of  the  destrojred  monarchy  and  retigion.  He  kept  up 
a  correspondence  with  the  princes.  He  was  in  DaupbinI, 
his  country,  and  at  Lyons,  the  political  man  of  the  exiled 
monarchy.  Of  high  blood,  of  a  proscribed  caste,  a  pei'se- 
cuted  worship,  civil  war  appeared  to  bim  thrice  holy;  as 
an  aristocrat,  a  monarchist,  and  a  Christian.  An  intrepid 
soldier,  a  fluent  orator,  skillful  politician,  be  had  all  the 
qualities  of  a  party  leader.  Lyons,  by  making  bim  second 
in  command,  revealed  at  once — not  its  avowed  um,  but 
the  concealed  thought  of  its  insurrection. 

XXVI. 

The  Convention,  on  its  side,  accepted  the  struggle  witn 
the  unbending  determination  of  a  power,  which  does  not 
yield  before  the  amputation  of  a  member  to  save  the  body. 
Its  country  was  in  its  eyes  not  a  city,  but  a  principle. 

It  ordered  Kellermann,  general-in-chief  of  the  army,  of 
the  Alps,  to  leave  bis  frontiers  and  concentrate  bis  forces 
round  Lyons.  Kellermann,  who  disputed  with  Dumouries 
the  glory  of  Valmy,  bore  at  this  moraeijt  in  the  south  the 
whole  weight  of  the  Austrians,  the  Allbroges,  and  the  Pied* 
■nonteae,  wboae  forces  crossed  the  other  side  of  the  Alps. 
"With  a  small  body  of  troops  Kellermann  bore  down  all 
resistance.  The  email  emy*  d'armee  which  he  had  in  Savoy 
showed  itself  like  a  movable  mound  Irom  one  valley  to 
the  other,  then  crossing  over  tbe  heights,  every  where 
checked  the  incursion  which  threatened  from  all  sides. 

Kellermann  was  one  of  those  mifitary  men  skillful  and 
daring  in  combat,  rather  formed  to  lead  soldiers  than  to 
mingle  in  tbe  strife  of  parties ;  desirous  of  being  tbe  head 
of  the  armies  of  the  Kepublic,  but  not  the  instrument  of 
ha  severities.  He  dreaded  to  be  styled  in  after  daye  the 
destroyer  of  Lyons.  He  knew  the  horror  which  attaches 
in  tbe  memories  of  men  to  those  who  have  mutilated  their 
country — the  renown  of  the  Afariua  of  the  south  was  re- 
pugnant to  him.  He  temporized  for  some  time,  tried  the 
medium  of  negotiation,  and,  while  he  was  assembling  his 
ti'oops,  sent  summons  after  summons  to  the  Lyonnese.  All 
was  in  vain.     Lyons  only  replied  by  conditions,  which  im* 
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poaed  on  the  Conveniion  the  retmctation  of  the  Slot  o( 
Hay,  the  rerocation  of  all  the  measures  taken  since  that 
day,  the  reinstatement  of  the  Giroudiat  deputtes,  tho  dis- 
avowal of  itself,  tho  humiliation  of  the  Mountain.  Keller- 
mann,  pressed  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  Gau- 
tier,  Nioche,  and  Dubois-C  ranee,  completed  the  blockade 
of  the  city.  The  Cofnmittee  of  Public  Safety  diapatcbed 
Goutbon  and  Maignet  to  it>nae,  at  maite,  the  departmenta 
of  Aarergne,  Burgundy,  Jura,  Bresae,  Arddche,  and  to 
orerwbelm  Lyons  beoeatb  the  battalions  of  patriotic  volnn- 
teen,  whom  tbe  Terror  caused  to  apring  from  the  earth  at 
the  voice  of  the  representatires.  Already  from  tbe  bor- 
dera  of  tbe  Sa6De,  tbe  Rh6ne,  tbe  mountains  of  Ard^che, 
and  the  populoua  ralleys  of  the  ancient  Auvergne  and 
Allier,  columna  led  hy  JEtevwcbon,  Jaragnes,  Haignet,  and 
Couibon,  advanced  by  every  by-road  toward  Lyons. 
The  peasants  bad  no  need  of  discipline  to  form  behind 
tnxnM  of  die  line,  or  in  the  spaces  between  tbe  camps, 
walls  of  bayoiteta,  which  now  closely  fixined  tbe  blockade, 
and  choked  tbe  city. 

XXVII. 
Lyons  bad  no  fortifications  except  on  the  heigbt  of  Croix 
Rousse,  and  the  chain  of  hills  that  run  parallel  with  tha 
SaAne,  from  tbe  rock  <^  Pierre-Encise,  where  this  stream 
enters  tbe  city  to  Faubourg  de  Sainte  Foi,  which  rises  at 
their  extremity,  not  far  from  the  confiuence  of  tbe  Sa&ne 
and  RhAne.  A  bridge,  named  the  Pont  de  la  Muladdre, 
crosaed  the  Safine  at  this  point,  and,  defended  by  redoubts, 
offered  a  formidable  obatscle  to  the  besiegers.  Between 
tbe  city  and  this  bridge  a  narrow  causeway,  easily  render- 
ed impassable,  runs  along  the  bank  of  the  Rbdne ;  tbe  re- 
maining space,  which  forma  tbe  point  Perraehe,  was  a  low 
swampy  spot,  intersected  by  numerous  dykes  and  vrater- 
courses,  overgrows  by  willows  and  reeda,  and  which  offer- 
ed excellent  cover  for  skirmishers.  On  the  east,  and  on 
the  side  of  the  vast  plains  of  Dauphine,  Lyons  poseessed 
DO  other  defense  than  the  Rhdue,  which,  from  ita  depth 
and  swiftness,  totally  precludes  any  passage  at  this  spot ; 
and  all  that  was  required  was  the  erection  M  two  redoubts, 
thrown  up  at  the  bridges  Q-uiliotiere  and  Morand — tbe  only 
means  of  communication  between  the  city  and  the  Q,UBrtier 
des  Brotteaux  and  the  Faubourg  de  la  Quiloti^re.  Lyons 
poaaeaaed  only  forty  pieoea  of  cannon,  with  which  to  arm 
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:ent;    but  guns   were' perpetually  being 

cast,  Qnd,  by  the  unwearied  exvtions  of  General  Pr6cy 
and  bis  Btafi*,  the  batteries,  redoubts,  and  fortified  bridgea 
presented  a  furmidable  show  of  resistance  to  the  troops  of 
the  Convention. 

XXVIIl. 

The  besieging  army  sat  down  before  Lyons  in  the  com- 
meiicement  of  Augast,  and  was  divided  into  two  camps — 
that  of  La  Guiloti^re,  composed  of  ten  thousand  men,  well 
supplied  with  artillery,  and  commanded  by  General  Vaa- 
bois ;  this  camp  bordered  the  Rh6ne,  and  cut  off  aH  retreat 
to  the  Alps,  Dauphine,  and  Savoy ;  and  the  camp  of  Mi- 
rabel, which  ^extended  from  the  north  of  the  Rhdne  to  the 
Sadne,  and  thrBatened  the  Faubourg  de  la  Croix  Rousse, 
the  strongest  position. 

Kellermann  had  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  the  Chateau 
de  la  Pape,  a  short  distance  upon  Mirabel,  on  the  rocky 
bank  of  the  Rhdne,  while  a  bridge  of  boats  serred  as  a 
means  of  communication  between  the  two  republican 
armies.  The  battalions  of  the  Ard^he,  Forez,  Auvargtie, 
and  Eourgogne,  extended  in  an  immense  line  from  the 
right  osnk  of  the  Khone  to  the  heights  of  Limonest,  which 
command  the  course  of  the  Saone  before  it  enters  Lyons. 
But  this  line  of  troops  was  broken  in  many  places  by  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  Lyonnese,  and  by  the  towns  of 
Saint  Etienne,  Saint  Chamond,  and  Montbrison,  who  sided 
with  the  besieged,  and  secured  for  Lyons  communication 
with  the  mountains  of  Vivarais,  and  the  road  to  Paris, 
through  the  Bourbonnais  :  thus  the  field  of  battle,  extended 
over  a  space  of  nearly  sixty  square  leagues. 

In  proportion  aa  the  attacking  forces  took  up  their  po- 
sition,  these  troops  fell  back,  and  strengthened  the  army  of 
Pr6cy;  and  the  general  thus  formed  a  force  of  shout  ten 
thousand  men,  who  coustituted  the  nucleus  of  his  internal 
defenses. 

It  was  with  them  that  Precy  performed  prodigies  of 
valor  and  constancy,  and  arrested  for  two  whole  months 
all  France  before  a  handful  of  men,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
burning  city. 

XXIX. 
The  bombardment  commenced  on  the  10th  of  AuyoM, 
and  the  baueries  of  Kellermann  and  Vaubois  tnaintainad, 
VOL  in.— K 
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during  eighteen  days,  nn  inceasant  fire  of  balls  and  sholla 
on  the  city  ;  while  the  pBrtisaTig  of  ChJLlier  indicared,  by 
means  of  nocturnal  signals,  the  quarters  and  the  houses 
for  destruction.  During  these  fatal  nights,  the  Qua!  de  Sl~ 
Clair,  the  Place  de  Bel'ecour,  and  the  Port  du  Temple, 
and  the  Rue  Merciere,  were  set  on  6re  throe  hundred 
times  by  the  projectiles,  burying  beneath  iheir  ruins  thou* 
sands  of  citizens. 

The  destruction  of  Lyons  appeared,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  sscrtlege  of  the  republic ;  and  the  whole 
population  flew  tu  arms  :  for,  aAer  having  sacrificed  their 
vroalth,  their  homes,  and  their  altars,  the  sacrifice  of  their 
life  appeared  but  small.  The  whole  of  the  inhabitants 
were  divided  into  two  bodies,  one  of  whom  defended  the 
ramparts ;  while  the  other  checked  the  progress  of  the 
flames,  carried  ammunition  and  food  to  the  troops,  bore 
the  wounded  to  the  bospital,  and  buried  the  slain.  The 
national  guard,  commanded  by  Madinier,  numbered  thirty- 
six  thousand  men.  It  armed  the  Jacobins,  disarmed  the 
clubbists,  and  furnished  numerous  detachments  of  volunteers 
to  defend  the  most  exposed  posts.  Precy,  Virieu,  and 
Chelenette,  were  continually  riding  about  all  parts  of  the 
city,  and  hastening  from  the  camp  to  the  council  chamber, 
and  thence  to  the  combat ;  while  the  municipal  authorities, 
with  their  president.  Doctor  Gilibert,  an  ardent  and  coura- 
geous Girondist,  hesitated  neither  before  responsibility  ncr 
death. 

XXX. 

The  disaiTaed  Jacobins  still  continued  to  plot  against  the 
safety  of  the  city.  On  the  night  of  the  24th  of  August, 
during  the  bombardment  of  the  Place  de  Bellecnur,  an  in- 
cendiary fire,  kindled  by  the  hand  of  a  female,  wrapped 
the  Arsenal,  an  immense  building  on  the  banks  of  the 
SaAne,  in  flames,  and  destroyed  an  enormous  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition;  but  this  calamity,  while  it  weak- 
ened their  means  of  resistance,  did  not  weaken  the  arms  or 
the  hearts  of  the  Lyunnese  ;  and  they  made,  by  the  light 
of  the  flames,  a  sortie,  that  drove  back  the  republicans 
from  the  heights  of  Sainte  Foi. 

The  bombardment  produced  no   effect ;    Snd  the   Con- 
vention   and    the  rep leaeiita lives    of   the   people    loudly    ■ 
blamed  the  inactivity  of  Kellermann,  while  the  Sardinians 
profited  by  his  absence  to  reotnquer  Savoy.     Kellermann 
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■«Tailed  himself  of  this  circumstance,  and,  alleging  the  ne- 
cessity (if  Ilia  presence  at  the  array  of  the  Alps,  demanded 
his  recall ;  and  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  named 
Doppet  aa  hia  substitute;  while,  until  his  arrivai  at  the 
camp,  the  temporary  command  was  transferred  to  Duboia- 
Cranc4. 

Dubois-Cranc^,  the  representative  of  the  people,  and 
lieutenant  of  Kellermann,  was  of  noble  birth  ;  Dut  had  for- 
saken the  royal  for  the  popular  cause.  As  a  soldier  he 
wished  to  destroy  Lyons  ;  hut  atill  more  so  aa  a  republican  ; 
for  ho  beheld  within  its  walls  the  two  great  objects  of  hiii 
hatred — royaliam,  and  the  Gironde ;  and  he  communicated 
a  share  of  his  own  energy  to  his  troops. 

He  ordered  the  troops  of  Reverchon  to  attack  the 
Chateau  of  la  Duchero,  which  was  defended  by  four  thou- 
sand Lyonncse,  and  commanded  the  Faubourg  de  Vaise. 
The  next  night  he  advanced  in  person,  at  the  head  of  the 
battalions  of  the  Ardechc,  under  cover  of  a  terrific  iire 
fJYim  all  his  batteries,  against  the  redoubts  that  covered  the 
ponts  d'Oullina  and  do  la  Mulati^re,  and  carried  them 
with  the  bayonet,  before  the  three  hundred  Lyonnese  who 
defended  them  could  blow  up  the  bridge  :  the  peninsula 
of  Perrache  was  thus  left  open  to  tbe  enemy,  while  the 
heights  of  Sainte  Foi  were  surrendered  through  treason. 

The  capture  of  these  redoubts  exposed  the  whole  of  the 
western  side  of  Lyons,  and  Pr^cy  resolved  upon  a  des- 
perate effort  to  recover  them.  He  led  on  his  troops  to 
the  attack;  and  when  his  horse  was  shot  under  him,  he 
rose,  seized  a  soldier's  musket,  and,  though  wounded  in 
two  places,  rushed  on  tho  enemy,  forced  them  to  fly,  which 
they  did,  leaving  the  guns  spiked,  and  the  redoubtti  demol- 

But,  while  Pr^cy  was  thus  triilraphant  at  Sainte  Foi  and 
at  Sainte  It^n^e,  General  Doppet,  profiting  by  the  opening 
given  to  his  troops  by  the  capture  of  the  bridge  of  La 
Mnlatiere,  carried  the  two  redoubts  of  Perrache,  and  ad- 
Tancod  with  a  tremendous  column  of  men,  to  the  heart  of 
tho  city.  This  completed  the  capture,  and  balls  Were  al- 
readj^  sweeping  the  Qwti'du  RA&ne,  when  Prfecy,  informed 
of  this  result  to  the  republicans,  returning  with  the  frag- 
ments of  his  battalions  from  the  heights  of  Sainte  Foi, 
crossed  the  Saflno  and  the  city,  rallied  on  liis  way  all  of 
his  men  whom  he  met,  fonned  them  into  line  on  the  Place 
'  ds  la  Cbarit6,  corered  the  head  of  bis  column  wUh  tour 
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pieces  of  csDnon,  lenl  out  a  large  body  of  HkirmUhen  to 
the  lower  grounds  of  Perrache,  to  protect  hia  right  flank, 
and  then  advanced  on  the  republican  army,  at  double  quick 
time,  resolved  to  repulse  them  or  die. 

XXXI. 

Doppet'a  Boldien  were  awaiting  the  attack ;  no  manisu- 
vring  wai  posaible.  The  victory  wels  for  thoM  mott  re- 
gardless of  death.  It  waa  a  hail  nf  gntpo-sbot,  and  the 
advanced  companies  were  mown  down  by  this  storm  of 
fire.  Pracy,  springing  over  the  dead  bodies,  with  the  most 
daring  of  bis  volunteers,  rushed  against  the  foremost  ranks 
of  the  republican  soldiers,  and  cut  them  down  by  their 
guns  aa  they  stood.  The  shock  was  so  tremendous,  and 
tneir  rage  so  desperate,  that  bayonets  snapped  short  in  the 
bodies  of  the  combatants,  and  they  did  not  utier  a  cry ; 
while  the  repubticana,  driven  back  into  the  ditches  at  the 
sides,  refused  all  quarter,  and  died  to  a  man. 

Precy,  following  up  hia  victory,  drove  hack  Doppet's 
disordered  lines  to  the  bridge  of  La  Mulatiere.  The  re- 
publicans had  Tiot  even  time  to  cut  down  the  bridge  atier 
they  had  crossed  it,  and  they  retreated  to  Oullins.  Lyons 
brvathed  again  for  apme  days ;  but  Pr6cy  had  lost  in  this 
victory  the  iliU  of  the  Lyoiinese  youth.  Fatigue,  the  ba^ 
tie,  death,  had  reduced  the  defenders  of  a  vast  exteat  of 
ground  to  three  thousand  fighting  men.  Vaubois,  the  gen- 
oral  of  the  Convention,  did  not,  as  is  usual  to  beweged  cities, 
spare  the  asylums  consecrated  to  humanity,  Lyons  had 
hoisted  a  black  flag  over  its  hospiisl,  and  the  artillerymen 
of  the  Conveuiion  riddled  with  balls  and  bomb-shelU  the 
walls  and  domes  of  the  hospital,  and  the  shells  bursdng  in 
the  wards,  buried  the  wounded  under  the  roots  wheVe  ihey 
bad  sought  for  safety.  The  course  of  the  (wo  rivers,  and 
the  roads  which  brought  provisions  to  Lyons  were  stopped 
up  in  every  direction.  Provisions  and  ammunition  were 
exhausted.  The  people  murmured,  as  they  died,  at  dying 
a  useless  death.  Tba  horses  were  all  eaten,  and  they  were 
casting  the  last  bullets  with  the  lead  from  the  roofs  of  the 
houses.  Succora  were  cut  off  by  Kellermann.  Marseilles 
was  pacified  by  Ganeaux.  The  fire  which  Lyons  had 
hoped  to  kindle  throughout  the  heart  of  France  by  its  ex- 
ample, was  every  where  quenched,  and  preyed  on  its  walls 
alone.  The  whole  city  was  iine  baiile-field,  strewed  with 
the  ruins  of  its  edifices  and  the  fragments  of  its  population. 
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Tbftre  was  only  two  days*  nourUhment  of  disputed  honn- 
flesh  left  for  the  populntinn ;  ihe  distribution  of  half  a  pound 
of  08te  snaked  in  water  ceased.  Couthon  and  Maignet  ad- 
dressed plausible  and  moderate  terras  of  eurreuder  to  the 
town,  and  the  popular  commisaion  commuijicated  them  to 
the  aasembled  sections.  They  named  deputies  to  go  to 
Couthon's  camp  to  confer  with  the  generals  and  repreaeut- 
atives ;  and  they  accorded  fifteen  hours  to  the  city  to  af- 
ford time  to  those  of  its  defenders  who  were  most  corapro- 
mieed  to  provide  for  dieir  safety. 

XXXII 

On  the  night  of  the  8th  of  October,  Fr6cy  assembled  his 
companions  in  gloiy  and  misfortune.  He  announced  to 
them  that  Lyons  last  hour  was  come  :  thai  in  spite  of  the 
promises  of  Couthon,  terror  and  vengeance  would  enter  the 
city  iu  the  morning  with  the  republican  army ;  that  the  scaf- 
fold would  replace  for  diem  the  field  of  battle ;  that  not  one 
of  those  whose  functions,  nniform,  arms,  and  wounds  would 
mark  them  out  as  the  principal  defenders  of  the  city  would 
escape  the  resentment 'of  the  Convention  and  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Jacobins.  He  added,  that  as  for  himself,  be  had 
decided  to  die  as  a  soldier,  and  not  as  a  victim ;  that  he 
should  leave  Lyons  that  night  with  the  l>ut  and  bravest  of 
the  citizens ;  that  he  should  deceive  the  watchfulnesf  of  the 
republican  camp  by  crossing  on  the  side  where  be  was  least 
expectecl,  and  by  .going  up  the  left  bank  of  the  Safltie  by 
the  least  frequented  route  to  Macon;  and  that  on  reaching 
the  height  of  Monimerle  he  should  cross  the  river,  throw 
himself  into  La  Dombe.  pass  it,  and  thus  reach  the  Swisa 
frontier  by  the  passes  of  the  Jura.  "  Let  those,"  added  be, 
"who  will  try  diis  last  chance  of  saf^y  assemble  with  their 
arms  and  their  most  valuable  possesNons  before  daybreak 
in  the  Faubourg  do  Vaise,  and  follow  me ;— I  vrill  pass  or 
perish  with  them." 

Only  three  tbotisand  men,  almost  all  of  them  young,  of 
noble  birth,  and  attached  to  the  royalist  causv,  met  at  the 
spot  appointed  by  Pr^cy.  Three  or  fi>ur  hundred  w(»nen 
md  children  accompanied  their  husbands,  brothers,  and 
fathers,  and  determined  to  share  their  late. 

XXXIII. 

While  this  assemblage  was  slowly  forming  beneath  the 
thick  b-eeB  of  a,  wood  called  Le  Bois  de  la  Claire  several 
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bnnclred  more  were  sssieting  at  a  funeral  eervica  in  honor 
of  their  dead  comrades,  which  was  celebrated  in  a  neigh- 
boring cavern.  General  Viiieu  waa  among  the  number 
who  received  the  sacrament.  When  they  were  all  assem- 
bled, Fr6cy  mouuted  one  of  the  cannon,  and  addressed 
them,  "I  am  satisfied  with  you — are  you  satisfied  with 
tne  1"  Loud  cries  of  Vive  notre  general  interrupt«d  him. 
"  You  have  done,"  continued  Precy,  "  all  that  it  was  in  hu- 
man power  to  do  for  your  unhappy  city.  It  did  not  depend 
on  me  to  render  it  free  and  triumphant,  but  it  depends  on 
you  to  again  behold  it  happy  and  prosperous !  Remember, 
that  in  desperate  situations  like  the  present,  our  only  hope 
of  safety  is  in  discipline,  and  implicit  obedience  to  orders. 
I  need  aay  no  more  to  you,  the  time  pasaea,  and  the  day  is 
dawnii^g.  Rely  on  your  general."  "  Vive  Lyona,"  ex- 
claimed the  colnmn,  as  a  last  farewell  to  their  hearths  and 
huineB. 

Frecy  had  divided  this  eorji*  Sarmie  into  two  columns 
one  coniposed  of  fifteen  hundred- men  and  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  under  his  own  command ;  the  other  of  five  hundred 
men,  who,  under  the  orders  of  Count  de  Virieu,  escorted 
the  women  and  the  old  men. 

The  instant  they  quitted  the  Faubourg  de  Vaise,  five 
batteries,  sustained  by  rocks  posted  behind  the  walla  and 
bridges,  opened  a  tremendous  fire  on  them.  Fr^cy  ordered 
the  gienadiers  to  dislodge  them ;  and  one  of  his  best  offi- 
cers. Burton  de  la  Riviere,  put  bimaelf  at  their  head,  "  For- 
ward, grrenadiers,"  cried  he,  pointing  to  the  enemy ;  at  that 
moment  a  ball  stmck  him  in  the  cheat,  and  stretched  him 
lifeless  on  the  ground.  The  column  hesitated ;  but  Pr6cy, 
rushing  forwai^  at  the  head  of  two  companies,  drove  back 
the  republicana.  During  this  diversion  the  column  passed, 
and  he  rejoined  it  when  beyond  the  range  of  the  batteries. 

XXXIV. 
The  column  at  last  quitted  the  defile,  and  advanced,  be- 
neath the  shelter  of  the  rocks  that  overhang  the  Sa6ne,  to 
the  gorges  of  Saint-Cyr,  Virieu  and  his  column  were 
about  to  enter  them,  when  eight  thousand  men  from  the 
camp  of  Llmonest,  commanded  by  the  representative  of  the 
people,  Reverchon,  attacked  and  cut  it  to  pieces.  The  mas- 
sacre waa  BO  complete  that  no  one  knew  the  fate  of  Virieu. 
A  dragoon  asserted  he  had  beheld  him,  afler  defending  him- 
self like  a  hero  nguinst  si-ioiBl  republican  troopers,  plunge 
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with  his  horee  into  tlie  river ;  but  neither  his  body,  his  horse, 
nor  his  arms,  were  ever  found.  These  circumstaoces  made 
the  CouQtesB  de  Yirieu,  who  escaped  in  the  disguise  of  a 
peasant  girl,  believe  for  many  years  that  be  would  yet  re- 


XXXV. 
Fr^cy,  alternately  defending  himself  by  meane  of  bis 
artillery  against  the  cavalry  that  pursued  him,  and  the  tir- 
ailleurs from  the  camp  of  Limonest  who  bung  on  his  flank, 
attacked  a  republican  battery,  carried  it,  and  entered  the 
tbrest  of  Aljx.  The  left  bank  of  the  Saone  swarmed  with 
troups,  and  the  only  hope  left  the  army  was  to  disperse 
among  the  mountains  of  Forez.  Fr^cy  held  a  council  of 
war,  and  informed  them  of  his  resolution;  but  the  majority 
were  for  continuing  their  flight  across  the  Alps.  During 
the  debate  the  tocsin  sounded,  and  the  peasants  surrounded 
the  forest.  A  portion  of  the  army  abandoned  tbeir  leader, 
crossed  the  Sadne,  and  fell  on  the  opposite  bank.  Frecy, 
with  only  three  hundred  men,  abandoned  his  guns  and 
horses,  quitted  the  Bois  d'Alix,  and  marched  for  three 
whole  days,  pursued  by  tlie  inhabitants  and  the  light  caval- 
ry nf  Reverchon,  until  his  little  troop,  now  only  a  hundred 
and  ten  in  number,  reached  the  summit  of  the  Mount  Saint 
Romain,  a  lofiy  point,  defended  by  deep  ravines,  and  Vfhere 
a  few  hamlets  still  furnished  them  proviaiona.  Envoys  were 
sent  from  the  republicans,  who  offered  all  their  lives  except 
the  general's ;  but  his  brave  companions  refused  to  separ- 
ate their  fate  from  his.  Prficy  embraced  them  all,  took  off 
bis  uniform,  set  his  horse  at  liberty,  and  disappeared  amid 
the  thickets,  under  the  guidance  of  one  of  his  soldiers.  Soon 
afier  an  oflicer  of  hussars  presented  himself  at  the  outposts. 
"  Surrender  your  general,  and  you  are  saved,"  said  ne  to 
the  young  Reyssi^,  Pr^cy's  aid-de-camp,  and  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Beige.  "  He  ig  no  longer  among  us,"  replied 
ReysBi6,  "  and  the  proof  is,  that  his  horse,  which  he  has 
abandoned,  ig  now  feeding  there."  "  It  is  felse,"  returned 
the  oflicer,  "  you  are  the  general,  and  I  airest  you."  At 
these  words  Reyssie  shot  the  officer  throngh  the  head,  and 
then  placing  the  muzzle  of  the  second  pistol  to  his  own 
mouth,  fell  dead  by  his  aide.  At  the  sound  of  the  report 
the  republicans  fell  on  the  remnant  of  tbc  Lyonnese,  and 
massacred  them,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  escaped 
among  the  thickets. 
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Precy,  who  leamed  tram  a  furtive  soldier  of  tbe  elangfa 
tei'  uf  his  comrades,  wandered  duiing  three  days  among  the, 
ravines  of  the  mountains.  0[je  of  his  soldiers,  a  peasBDt  of 
Violay,  on  the  banks  of  the  Saone,  at  length  guided  him  to 
a  wood  adjoining  his  father's  farm,  where  he  concealed  and 
fed  him  until  he  procured  him  the  disguise  of  a  peasant. 
When  at  last  the  report  of  the  death  of  Pf^cy  caused  the 
ardor  of  pursuit  to  be  somewhat  slackened,  tbe  general  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  the  gorges  of  the  Jura,  and,  entering 
Switzerland,  was  treated  in  exile  with  tbe  greatest  respect  ; 
he  returned  to  France  with  the  Bourbons,  and  died  undei 
their  reign  unhontired  and  unrewarded.  It  is  the  nature 
of  princes  and  men  to  prefer  those  who  have  shared  their 
taults  to  those  who  have  served  ^eir  interests.  Lyons  gave 
her  general  a  raagnificeiit  funeral  in  the  plain  of  Brotteaux, 
where  he  sleeps  with  the  remains  of  his  companions  in  arms. 
Civil  wars  leave  nought  save  tombs. 


The  most  patnfiil  part  in  tbe  recital  <^  dvil  wars  is,  that 
afler  having  described  the  battle-field,  tbe  historian  is  com- 
pelled to  recount  the  horrors  of  tbe  scaffold  and  public  es- 


Tbe  republican  army  entered  Lyons  with  an  appearance 
of  moderation  and  kind  feeling,  calculated  to  give  to  tbeii 
occupation  of  it  rather  an  air  of  a  reconciliation  than  a  con- 
quest. Couthon's  first  care  was  to  command  that  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  tbe  inbabitanta  should  be  scmpulonsly 
regarded. 

Not  the  sligbtoat  tumult  or  violence  was  permitted;  and 
peasanta  from  Auvevgae,  who  hurried  to  the  scene  of  hoped- 
for  plunder,  bringing  carts,  mules,  and  sacks  to  carry  on  the 
spoils  found  in  the  richest  city  of  France,  were  dismissed 
einpty-lianded,  and  sent  back  murmuring  and  discontented 
to  Uieir  mountains.  Lyons  was  aelecteef  as  an  example  of 
tbe  severity  of  the  republic. 

No  longer  satisfied  with  punishing  individuals,  Tetroi 
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Jeetred  to  niak«  the  punishment  of  an  entire  city  ut  once  an 
example,  and  a  warning  to  all  others. 

The  Jacobins,  friends  of  Ch&lier,  long  comproniiged,  bath 
by  the  RayBJiBlB  and  GimndiHta  of  Lyons,  came  forth  from 
their  hiding'places  calling  loudly  for  vengeance  on  the  re- 
presentatives, and  demanding  of- the  Convention  that  their 
enemies  should  at  last  be  given  np  to  them. 

For  some  time  the  representatives  sought  to  restrun  thu 
fury,  but  finally  they  wbts  rorapelled  to  yield  to  it,  conteat- 
ing  themselves  by  reducing  it  to  order  by  the  iusUttitiou  of 
revolutionary  tribunals,  and  decrees  of  extermin^ion. 

II. 

In  this  matter,  as  vrell,  indeed,  as  in  all  the  acts  of  thu 
Reign  of  Terror,  the  odium  of  all  the  blond  that  was  shed 
has  been  thrown  upon  one  individual.  The  confusion  of 
the  moment,  the  desnair  of  the  dying,  and  the  resentment 
of  the  survivors,  made  it  difficult  to  judge  who  was  guilty 
of  the  deed,  and  net  unfrequently  handed  down  for  the  ex- 
ecration of  posterity  the  names  of  the  most  innocetit.  His- 
tory has  its  chancer,  as  well  as  the  battle-field,  and  absolves 
or  sacrifices  many,  whose  character  it  is  the  work  of  after 
ages  to  place  aright  before  the  world. 

Thns  then  were  all  the  crimes  committed  by  the  republic 
at  Lyons  laid  to  the  charge  of  Gouthon,  merely  because  be 
chanced  to  be  the  friend  and  confidant  of  Robespierre  in  the 
suppression  of  federalism,  and  in  the  victory  of  die  united 
republicans  over  civil  anarchy ;  but  a  careful  examinarion  of 
dates,  &cts,  and  words,  impartially  consideFed,  will  eSfectaally 
do  away  with  so  unfirir  a  charge. 

Coathon  entered  Lyons  rather  as  a  peacemaker  than  an 
executioner,  and  opposed  with  all  the  earnestness  bis  position 
penntlted  the  excess  to  which  the  Jacobins  carried  their 
Tengeance.  He  strove,  against  Dubois-Cranc^,  Collot  d'Hor- 
boia,  and  Dorfenille,  to  moderate  the  wild  fury  of  theae  fierce 
nnrita.andwasbythemdenounced  to  La  Montague  and  the 
Jacobins,  as  one  who  prevaricated  and  showed  an  undue  iu 
dulgence  to  their  enemies..  Finally  he  withdrew  ere  the  first 
sentence  of  death  was  passed,  in  order  to  escape  being  either 
a  witness  or  accomplice  of  the  blood  shed  bj  tbe  repreaenta- 
tives  of  the  implacable  party  of  the  Convention. 

III. 
Conthon,  Laporte,  Maignet,  and  Chiteauaeaf  Handon. 
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triumpbuitly  entered  Lyons,  at  the  head  of  their  troops,  and 
repaired  to  the  H6tel-de-Villo,  escorted  by  all  the  Jacobins, 
and  a  noisy  mass  of  people  clamoring  loudly  for  tlie  spoils 
of  the  lich,  and  the  heada  of  the  federalists. 

Couthon  addressed  these  turbulent  persons,  pi'omising  all 
they  asked,  but  esmestly  recommending  the  preservHtion  of 
order,  claiming  for  the  republic  the  sole  right  of  selecting 
berenamies,  snd  punishing  them  according  to  tbeir  ofTenses. 

From  the  H6tel-de-Ville  the  representatives  went  to  take 
up  ibeir  abode  in  the  empty  palace  of  the  archbishopric, 
miuse  naked  apartments,  tottering;  walls,  and  dilapidated 
roof,  beaten  in  aui'ing  the  bombardinent  of  the  city,  gave  to 
Cbeir  abode  the  appearance  of  an  encampment  among  some 
ancient  ruina.  Duboia-Cranc^,  second  in  command  of  the 
besieging  army,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Convention, 
presented  himself  at  the  palace  in  (he  course  of  the  same 
evening,  accompanied  by  bis  mistress,  who  invanably  form' 
ed  part  of  his  military  retinue.  He  had  been  unable  to 
shelter  himself  with  bis  other  colleagues,  unce  they  had  been 
compelled  to  abide  beneath  smoking  ruins  and  dismantled 
buildings. 

The  conqueror  of  Lyons,  compelled  to  pass  the  night  upon 
a  wretched  flock  bed,  and  indignant  at  the  contempt  and 
indifference  of  his  colleagues,  who  thus  consigned  him  to 
the  miserable  lodgings  he  'occupied,  departed  from  the 
archie piscopal  palace  on  the  following  morning,  loudly 
complaining  at  tae  marked  insolence  of  Couthon's  behavior 
toward  him,  and  took  up  bis  abode  in  one  of  the  hotels  of 
the  city ;  while  the  Jacobins,  offended  with  the  temporizing 
measures  of  Couthon,  ranged  themselves  around  Duboia- 
Cranc6,  who  that  evening  convened  a  meeting  of  the  mal- 
contents in  the  public  theater,  whose  scorched  walla  and 
half-burned  interior  abundantly  testified  the  resistance  it 
had  made,  and  the  punishment  that  had  followed  such 
resistance.  Dubois-Cranc6  reformed  the  Central  Club,  and 
harangued  the  Jacobins,  less  in  the  tone  of  a  commander 
than  a  confederate. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  the  people  uttered  loud 
shouts,  exclaiming,  "  Long  live  Dubois-Crauc^,"  and  peram- 
bulated the  streets  singing  the  moat  ferocious  and  sanguin- 
ary songs,  while  petitions  to  tlie  Convention  to  continue  the 
command  of  the  army  to  this  general  were  to  be  seen  In 
the  vilest  spots,  awaiting  the  signatures  of  all  who  should 
approach  them. 
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(Jouthon  and  hia  colleaguea,  perceiving  that  Dubois- 
Crance,  in  conjunction  with  the  Jacobina,  was  on  the  point 
of  gaining  over  the  soldiery,  while  the  ClubbiBts  were  equally  * 
active  with  ths'  ofBcere,  wrote  to  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  to  request  the  immediate  recall  of  the  Jacobin  gen- 
eral, and  addressed  a  eeiiea  of  proclamations  to  the  troops 
and  people,  earnestly  recommending  a  strict  obBervaace  of 
discipline,  order,  and  clemency. 

"  Brave  soldiers  1"  said  Couthon,  "  before  entering  LyoDS 
you  swore  to  see  the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizens  re- 
spected, nor  will  you  lightly  regard  a  vow  dictated  by  your 
own  sense  of  honor,  and  the  desire  of  preserving  your  weli- 
earned  glory  ftotn  tarnish.  Some  unworthy  individuals,  un- 
cottnected  with  the  army,  may  indeed  be  found  willing  to 
commit  any  excesses  under  the  name  of  vengeance,  in  order 
to  throw  all  the  odium  of  the  crimes  upon  you,  brave  re- 
publicans ;  bat  should  you  know  such,  denounce  them,  have 
them  arrested — we  will  see  prompt  and  fitting  justice  done  !" 

Conthon  next  commanded  that  the  manufactories  should 
be  opened  to  all  matters  of  trade,  and  commerce  continued 
as  usual.  The  Jacobins  were  alarmed  at  these  measures, 
the  army  obeyed  their  general's  .advice,  while  Dubois- 
Cranc6,  checked  in  his  career  and  recalled  by  the  Conven 
tion,  trembled  before  Coutbon,  and  humbled  himself  before 
Robespierre.  The  next  act  of  Couthon  was  to  close  the 
clubs,  so  imprudently  thrown  open  by  Dubois-CrancS. 

"What,"  wrote  Couthon  to  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  "  what  can  you  expect  from  the  citizens,  when  they 
see  tbe  deputies  themselves  urging  them  on  to  violate  the 
laws  1"  He  confined  himself)  in  conformity  with  the  exist- 
ing laws,  to  sending  before  a  military  tribunal  every  Lyon- 
nese  taken  with  aims  in  his  hands  after  the  capitulation  of 
tbe  city ;  and  a  few  days  subsequently,  he,  by  order  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  instituted  a  second  court,  under 
the  title  of  "  CommUtum  of  Topvlar  Justice."  This  tribunal 
was  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  all  snch  citizens  who, 

it  belonging  to  the  military  force  of  the  town,  had,  n 


tbeless,  taken  part  in  the  armed  resistance  made  by  Lyons 
to  tbe  republic.  The  slow  and  judicial  proceedings  of  this 
assembly  afforded,  if  not  a  protection  for  such  as  were  inno- 
cent, at  least  the  opportunity  for  cairn  reflection  on  the  pait 
of  such  as  were  guilty.  Indeed,  Couthon  kept  back  the 
order  he  had  received  for  tho  formation  of  this  tribunal 
during  a  period  of  ten  days,  with  a  view  to  furnish  such 
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individuala  as  might  have  criminated  themselves,  either  by 
word  ur  deed,  during  the  siege,  time  to  escape ;  and  nn  less 
•than  20,000  of  the  citizens  of  LyonB,  kindly  forewarned  by 
liie  iiitervendon  of  the  danger  that  threatened  them,  quitted 
that  city  and  took  refuge  amid  the  roountaina  uf  Switzer- 
land or  du  Forez. 

IV. 
In  the  mean  while  La  Montagoe  and  the  Jacob!i»  of  Pa- 
ris, incensed,  by  means  of  the  accusations  of  Diibois-Cranc6, 
at  what  they  cunaidered  the  dilatoriness  of  Couthon,  urged 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  to  strike  a  blow  against  the 
second  city  of  the  republic,  which  should  aervo  as  a  wara- 
ing  to  future  revolutionists.  Robespierre  and  Saint  Just, 
although  the  intimate  friends  of  Couthon,  and,  moreover, 
perfec5y  satisfied  willi  the  victory  achieved,  finding  their 
efibits  CO  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  La  Montague  utteiij 
powerless,  were  compelled  to  afiect  a  corresponding  violence. 
Barr^re,  at  all  times  ready  to  side  with  the  most  influential 
party,  on  the  13th  of  November  ascended  the  rostrum,  and 
read  to  the  Convendon,  in  the  name  of.  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  a  decroe,,or  rather  a  Fltbeide,  against  Lyons. 
"  Let  Lyons  be  buried  beneath  her  own  ruins,"  exclaimed 
Barrere,  "  and  let  the  plough  pass  over  the  site  of  her  edi- 
fices, save  thcee  devoted  to  the  reception  of  the  poor  and 
needy — worltBhopB,  hoapitals,  or  buildmgs  set  apart  for  pub- 
lic instruction.  The  very  name  of  the  city  shall  peiish  amid 
its  ruins,  and  it  shall  henceforward  be  known  only  by  the 
appellation  of  the  '  Free  City  !'  On  the  mouldering  I'e- 
mains  of  this.ouce  famed  place  shall  be  erected  a  monument 
to  the  eternal  honor  of  the  Convention,  and  to  seiTe  as  an 
attesting  memorial  of  both  the  crime  and  punishment  of  the 
enemies  of  the  republic  I  This  simple  inscription  shall  tell 
the  whole  history : — '  Lyoiu  look  tip  arm*  against  liberty — 
LyoTU  hat  ceaud  to  be  a  city!'"  The  decree  exacted  that 
a  special  commission,  composed  of  five  members,  should 
inflict  military  punishment  on  all  the  a nti- revolutionists  of 
Lyons;  that  all  the  inhabitants  should  be  disarmed,  and  the 
weapons  found  among  the  rich  be  distributed  to  the  poor ; 
that  the  city  should  be  destroyed,  more  particularly  the 
dwellings  of  the  wealthy,  and  its  name  effaced  from  the  map 
of  republican  towns ;  while  the  posseesions  of  the  richer 

Eart  of  its  inhabitants  should  be  divided  among  ihe  patriots, 
y  way  of  indemnity  for  their  services !" 
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Tlie  severity  of  ihia  decree  caet  terror  tbroughont  Lyons. 
Couthon  him<ieif,  while  affecting  to  approve  of  k,  belioved 
it  impracticEible,  and  again  allowed  a  lapse  of  twelve  dajrs 
ere  he  attempted  to  carry  it  into  execution.  This  de^^ 
enabled  the  citizens  to  fly  in  groat  numbeTB.  The  repre- 
sentative with  otio  hand  held  open  the  door  for  the  victinis 
to  escape,  while  with  the  other  he  dealt  at  random  the 
blows  intended  by  the  Jacobins  to  prove  mortal.  ■  La  Man- 
tagne,  on  the  contrary,  desired  the  utter  annihilation  of  Ly- 
ons from  the   moment  in  whicfh  Barrdre  pronounced  its 

Collot  d'Horbois,  a  man  fatal  to  the  city  of  Lyons,  in- 
veigbed  both  in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  and  at  the 
Jacobinical  meetings  in  Paris,  against  the  supineness  of 
those  representatives  of  the  people  intrusted  with  the  spe- 
cial commission  to  that  city.  It  might  have  been  thought 
that  some  personal  and  deadly  hatred  to  Lyons  and  its  in- 
balntautB  instigated  the  implacable  animosity  with  which  be 
eonght  its  deetruction.  Report  gave  out  that  having  neither 
talent  nor  any  other  requisite  for  the  stage,  he  bad  choBen 
to  make  hia  dehut  on  the  boards  of  the  Lyons  theater,  from 
whence  he  had  been  driven  by  the  hisses  and  Mher  ujioquiv- 
ocal  marks  of  disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the  audience. 
This  he  never  forgot  nor  ibrgave ;  and  the  resentment  of 
the  disappointed  actor  glowed  with  undying  fierceness  in 
the  breast  of  the  representatiTe ;  so  that,  while  affecting  to 
avenge  the  republic,  he  waa,  in  fact,  revengmg  his  own 
wounded  pride.  DoboiB-Cranc*  gave  his  fiillest  support  to 
the  eloquence  of  Collot  d'Herbois.  He  one  day,  in  the  tii- 
bune  of  the  Jacobins,  displayed  the  severed  head  of  Chft- 
lier,  pointing  out,  one  by  one,  the  live  wounds  inflicted  by 
the  guillotiDe  ere  the  work  of  decapitation  waa  accomplish 
ed,  and  the  ax  bad  deprived  the  idol  of  the  Lyonnese  re- 
publicans 4^  his  life.  Guillurd,  the  friend  of  CbUier,  raising 
nis  hands  to  heaven  at  the  sight  of  so  horrible  a  spectacle, 
exclaimedt  "  In  the  name  of  my  country,  and  the  brothen 
of  Ch&lier,  I  demand  atonement  for  the  crimes  of  Lyons  1" 


Couthon  and  his  colleagues  at  length  determining  to  yield 
to  the  injunctions  of  La  Montagne,  reoi^nized  the  revolu- 
tionary committees.  Couthon  oven  invested  them  vrith.a 
light  of  search,  of  surveillance,  and  the  povrer  of  den«i»c- 
iiig  royalislB  and  federalistB :  he  ordained  domicibary  v»it«. 
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and  ihe  placing  of  seats  upon  tlie  bouaea  and  papere  of  «■>• 
peeled  peiBons,  but  )ie  encumbered  all  these  measures  with 
coodiliom  and  ref^ulations  which  partly  neutralized  their 
elTecL  Lastly,  Coutbou  carried  out,  though  only  in  ap- 
pearauce,  the  decree  of  the  Conventi<Hi  which  ordeied  the 
demolition  of  buildings.  He  went  in  state,  accompanied  by 
his  colleagues  and  the  municipality,  on  the  Place  de  Belle- 
cour,  more  particularly  devoted  to  destruction,  fg-Dm  the 
opinions  of  its  inhabttsnts  and  the  beauty  of  its  construction. 
Carried  in  an  arm-chair,  as  on  a  throoe,  above  the  ruins  by 
four  working  men,  Couthon  struck  with  a  silver  hammer  one 
of  the  bouses  of  the  place,  pronouncing  these  words,  "  In 
the  name  of  the  law,  1  demolish  thee." 

A  few  beggars  in  tatters,  pioneers,  and  masons,  carrying 
on  their  shoulders  pickaxes,  levers,  and  axes,  formed  the 
eortige  of  represBniativea.  These  men  applauded  before- 
hnnd  the  downfall  of  these  reaidencea,  whose  ruin  was  grat- 
ifying to  iheir  envy ;  but  Caothon,  satisfied  with  havinff 
^en  this  sign  of  obedience  to  the  Convention,  commanded 
silence,  and  then  dismissed  them. 

ThQ  demolition  was  delayed  until  the  time  when  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  place  should  have  conveyed  away  their  tiir* 
niture  and  valuables. 

Afker  the  ceremony,  the  representatives  passed  a  decree 
ordering  thesectiona  to  enroll  each  twenty  men,  to  demolish- 
the  buildings,  and  to  supply  them  with  crowbars,  hammers, 
tumbrils,  and  wheel-barrows,  necessary  for  the  removal  of 
the  rubbish.  Women,  children,  old  men,  were  allowed  to 
work  in  propoi'tion  tu  their  strength.  Fay  was  given  to 
them,  at  the  cost  of  the  despoiled  owners ;  but  yet  the  work 
of  demolition  was  not  dnne.  Couthon — again  reprimanded 
by  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  for  his  dilatoriness  in 
carrying  out  his  appointed  work,  and  guilty  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Jacobins  of  the  blood  he  would  not  ahed,  warned  be- 
sides of  the  near  arrival  of  other  represent atives,  charged 
with  expediting  the  desired  vengeance — wrote  to  Robes- 

Cierre  and  Saint  Just.  He  entreated  his  fi-ienda  to  relieve 
im  of  the  weight  of  a  mission  which  weighed  upon  his 
mind,  and  to  send  him  to  the  aonth.  Robespiene  recalled 
Couthon,  whose  departure  was  the  signal  ot^  the  calamities 
of  Lyons.  The  blood  he  had  spared,  now  flowed.  The 
representatives  Albitte  and  Javogues  arrived  ;  Dorfeuille, 
the  president  of  the  commission  of  popular  justice,  had  the 
guillotine  erected  in  the  Place  des  Terreaux,  and  also  tu 
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'.be  little  eity  of  Feurs,  another  center  of  national  vengeance 
in  the  heart  of  the  insurgent  mountaina. 

Dorfeuille  presided  at  the  head  of  a  central  club,  at  a 
iiinersi  fete  couHecrated  to  the  manes  of  ChS.lier.  "  He  ia 
dead!"  exclaimed  Dorfeuille;  "be  died  for  his  country  ! 
Let  ua  swear  to  imitate  him,  and  to  paniBh  bis  asaassine  V' 

Dorfeuille  iben  read,  amid  the  aobe  and  imprecations  of 
the  crowd,  a  letter  written  by  Cbllier,  at  the  instant  he 
was  ascending  the  scaffold.  His  adieus  to  bis  friends,  his 
parents,  the  woman  whom  be  loved,  were  full  of  tears  ;  to 
hia  friends  and  brethren,  the  Jacobins,  fiill  of  eatbusiiiem. 
Liberty,  democracy,  and  religion  mingled  in  a  confused 
invocation  of  ChAlier's,  to  tbe  people,  to  God,  and  to  im- 
mortality. His  death  gave  solemnity  to  his  language,  and 
the  people  received  it  as  the  legacy  of  a  patriot 

VI. 
Dorfeuille  presided  for  the  first  time  on  (he  morrow,  at 
the  tribunal ;  Albitte  and  bis  colleagues,  who  bad  just  suc- 
ceeded Couthon,  summoned  tbe  army  of  Ronsin  to  Lyons, 
and  formed  a  similar  corps  in  each  of  the  six  adjoining  de- 

iiartments.  Both  within  and  without  tbe  walls,  the  fugitives 
bund  naught  save  treachery;  the  suspected  naught  save 
beti-ayers,  the  accused  naught  save  executioners.  Thou- 
'  sands  of  piiesta,  nobles,  merchants,  iarmera,  crowded  tbe 
prisons  of  the  departmenis,  and  were  dispatched  in.  carts 
to  Lyons,  where  five  spacious  prisons  received  them  for  a 
few  days,  to  surrender  them  to  the  scafibld. 

Among  the  number  of  victims  whose  body  or  mind  was 
thus  early  doomed  to  death,  was  a  young  girl  named  Mad- 
emoiselle Alexandrine  dee  Echerolles,  who  had  lost  hei- 
mother,  and  whose  father  had  fled.  She  came  daily  t-o  the 
gate  of  the  prison,  enti'eating  permission  to  see  her  aunt, 
who  bad  supplied  the  place  of  her  mother,  and  who  had 
been  confined  there  on  suspicion  of  royalism.  She  saw  ber 
led  to  execution,  and  followed  iier  to  the  foot  of  the  scaffold. 
It  ia  to  fa«r  pen  that  we  owe  some  of  the  most  touching  and 
dramatic  episodes  of  the  nege. 

Albitte,  deemed  too  lenient,  was  superseded  like  Cou- 
thon, by  Collot  d'Herbois  and  Fouche,  tbe  new  proconsub 
appointed  by  the  Montagne.  GoUot  d'Herbois  was  filled 
witli  a  ferocious  vanity  which  saw  no  glory  save  in  excess, 
and  whosB  fury  was  tempered  by  no  moderation.  Foucno 
was  believed.to  be  a  fanatic ;  be  was  only  a  skillful  dissim- 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 


SSit  Foucni. 

ulslor.  More  of  bu  mctor  by  nature  than  CoUot  by  profoa 
sioii,  fae  played  the  pait  of  Brutus  with  tlie  enul  of  Scjanus. 
Brought  up  in  s  cloister,  Fouch6  had  learned  that  munkiali 
butuility  that  atoopa  only  to  rise  the  higher ;  and  he  devot- 
ed himself  to  the  tyranny  of  the  people,  until  be  coulil  be 
come  the  instrumeiit  of  a  new  CsesaT.  He  sought  to  in 
givtiste  bimeelf  with  Robespierre,  and  would  have  wed  th« 
sister  of  the  depaty  of  Arras  ;  but  RabesjMerre  rroulseo 
Foucb^  from  his  heart  and  his  ftinily.  Fouch^  affecting 
exaggeration  in  his  principles,  had  becwne  intimately  con- 
nect^ with  Chanmette  and  Hubert.  Chaumetta  was  a 
native  of  Nevera,  and  bad  aent  Faucb6  there  to  propagate 
the  Terror ;  and  in  a  few  months  be  efiaced  tbe  work 
of  ages  in  tbe  mamiers,  fortunes,  and  laws  of  tbe  prov- 
ince. More  greedy  than  sanguinary,  be  imprisoned  mora 
than  be  tnnudated;  threatened  more  than  he  destroyed. 
The  plunder  of  the  churches,  the  chliteaus,  and  tbe  sums 
extorted  Jh>m  tbe  wealthy,  which  fae  sent  to  Paris,  atteBted 
tbe  energy  of  bis  raessures,  and  caused  tbe  tolerance  of  his 
opinions  to  be  overlooked.  Impiety  passed  in  bia  eyes  for 
patriotism.  "  Tbe  French  pet^le,"  be  wroCe, "  recognize  no 
other  dogmata  than  those  of  their  sovereignty  and  omnipo- 
tence." He  ptXMcribed  all  religions  enthlems,  even  on  tbe 
tombs ;  and  ordered  a  figure  of  Sleep  to  be  engraved  on  tbe 
gates  of  tbe  cemeteries,  wkh  tbe  Inscription,  "  DtatA  is  a»  ' 
etemai  ilumher." . 

VII. 

Such  were  tbe  two  men  sent  by  tbe  Mcmtagne  to  pre- 
side at  tbe  punisbmeni  of  Lyona.  Lyotis  wiabed  to  add  to 
them  Montaut,  a  stem,  yet  virtuous  republican ;  but  he, 
on  learning  what  was  required  of  him,  by  tb«  example  of 
CouthoD,  firmly  lefiised  to  accept  tbe  office^  The  two 
representatives  commenced  by  accusing  Couthon  of  nn- 
necessarily  adjourning  the  destruction  of  the  city,  and  the 
execution  of  the  condemned.  "  Tbe  public  accusers  are 
about  to  proceed,"  they  vrrote;  "tbe  tribunal  will  judge 
three  days  iu  one,  and  the  use  of  powder  will  accelerate^ 
tbe  demolition  of  the  ci^." 

CoUot  had  brought  with  him  from  Paris  a  band  of 
JscobiuB,  selected  from  the  most  ftnatic  of  this  petty,  and 
Foiicbe  brought  another  from  KiSvi'e,  fearing  lest  old  as- 
sociations,  or  a  natural  feeling  of  compassion  for  fellow- 
citizens,  might  con^pt  tbe  inflexibility  of  tbe  julors  of 
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Lyons.  They  paraded  through  the  etreota  an  um  contain- 
ing the  aebee  of  Chiller,  and  on  arriving  at  the  altar  they 
had  erect*d  to  his  memory,  they  knelt  before  it.  "Gh&lior!" 
exclaimed  Fouche,  "  the  blood  of  ariBtacrat«  ahall  be  the 
incense  we  will  offer  you." 

The  sacred  symbols  of  religion  were  destroyed,  and  the 
churches  profaned  by  impious  and  iodecenl:  songs,  dancee, 
and  ceremonies.  "  We  have  yesterday  founded  the  re- 
ligion of  patriotism,"  wrote  ColloL  Tears  fell  from  every 
eye  at  the  sight  of  the  dove  that  consoled  Ch&lier  in  his 
prison,  and  which  seemed  to  mourn  over  his  image.  Ven- 
geance, vengeance,  was  the  unanimous  demand.  "  We 
have  sworn  that  the  people  shall  be  avenged,  and  all  that 
vice  and  crime  have  erected  shall  be  destroyed.  The 
traveler  shHll  behold  in  the  ruins  of  this  superb  and  rebel- 
lious city  nought  save  a  few  huts,  inhabited  by  the  friends 
of  equahty." 

VIIL 
The  beads  of  ten  members  of  the  municipality  fell  neU 
day,  and  a  mine  exploding,  destroyed  some  of  the  finest 
bnildings  in  the  city.  'A  patricuio  proclamation,  signed  by 
Fouche  and  Collot,  to  the  clnbbists  of  Lyons  and  tbe  de> 
partments  of  the  Loire  and  the  RhAne,  to  stimnlate  their 
energy,  thus  summed  op  their  rights  and  their  duties : — 
"  Every  thing  is  permissible  to  those  who  act  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Revolution.  Tbe  desire  of  a  legidmate  vengeance 
is  an  impeiative  necessity.  Citizens,  all  those  who  have 
iavored  rebellion,  directly  or  directly,  have  hazarded  their 
heads  to  the  block.  If  you  are  patriots  you  will  be  able 
to  distinguish  your  friends,  you  will  sequestrate  all  otbere. 
Let  no  consideration  stt^  you — neither  age,  sex,  nor  re- 
iHtionahip.  Take  by  force  all  that  a  citizen  has  that  is  super- 
fluous— for  any  man  to  have  more  than  he  requires  la  an 
abuse.  There  are  persona  wbo  have  heaps  of  lioen,  shiita, 
and  shoes :  claim  all  this.  By  what  right  should  any  man 
keep  in  his  waidrobes  valaablee  or  superfluous  garments  1 
Let  gold,  silver,  and  all  precious  metab  fiiiw  into  the 
national  treasury !  Extirpate  all  forms  of  worship :  the 
republican  has  no  Qod  but  his  country.  All  the  communes 
of  the  republic  will  hasten  to  imitate  that  of  Paris,  which, 
on  the  niins  of  a  Gothic  form  of  worship,  is  about  to 
elevate  the  Temple  of  Reason.  Aid  us  i-'  striliing  these 
great  blows,  or  we  shall  ourselvBe  strike  you." 
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Tliese  prockm&tioni  of  veDgeanc«,  pillage,  athnBoi, 
were  so  many  indirect  rcpruacbes  to  Couthon,  who  had 
held  sucli  different  Innguage  a  iew  days  previituriy. 

Conformably  to  the  epirit  of  this  proclamation,  Foucb6 
and  Oollot  created  commissaries  of  confiscation  and  de- 
lation. They  actually  awarded  a  sura  of  thirty  francs  on 
each  denunciation,  the  sum  being  doubled  for  certain  heads, 
such  as  those  of  nobles,  priests,  tnonks,  and  nuns.  They 
only  gave  the  price  of  blood  to  him  who,  in  person,  di- 
rected  tfae  searches  of  the  revoluiionaTy  army,  and  who 
delivered  the  suspected  person  over  to  the  tribunal.  A 
multitude  of  wretches  hved  upon  this  infamous  traffic  in 
the  lives  of  citizens.  Cellais,  lofts,  sewers,  the  woods, 
nocturnal  emigrations  inti?  the  neighboring  mountains,  dis- 
guises of  every  kind,  in  vain  were  resorted  to  by  com- 
promised men  and  trembling  women  to  conceal  themselves 
from  the  incesBant  searches  of  the  greedy  informer.  Hun- 
ger, cold,  fatigue,  sickness,  domiciliary  viuts,  treason,  de- 
livered them,  after  some  days,  over  to  the  satellites  of  the 


The  cells  were  choked  with  prisoners.  While  proprie- 
tors and  merchants  were  periahiugi  the  houses  were  de- 
stroyed beneath  the  hammer.  Shopkeepers,  lodgers,  fami- 
lies, expelled  from  the  proscribed  houses,  had  scarcely  time 
to  leave  their  houses,  to  carry  off  the  oM,  the  infirm,  and 
children,  tn  other  residences.  Every  day  the  pickax  was 
seen  attacking  staircases,  or  tilers  unroofing  houses.  While 
thck  alarmed  inhabiiants  were  throwing  their  furniture  out 
of  the  windows,  and  mothers  carried  the  cradles  tjf  their 
cbildi-en  over  the  ruined  rafters,  twenty  thousand  pioneers 
of  Auvergne  and  the  Lower  Alps  were  employed  in  razing 
the  abodes  to  the  ground.  The  cellars  and  foundations 
were  blown  up  with  gunpowder.  The  pay  of  the  do- 
mnlishers  amounted  to  400,000  francs  <«80.OO0)  for  each 
decade ;  and  tfae  demolitions  cost  15,000,000  of  firancs 
(23,000,000),  to  destroy  a  capital  of  more  than  300,000,000 
francs  («60,000,000)  worth  of  edifices. 

Hundreds  of  workmen  perished  buried  beneath  the  walls  - 
that  fell  in,  having  been  recklessly  undermined.  The  Qua!  . 
Saint  Clair,  the  two  facades  of  the  Place  de  Bellecour,  the 
quais  of  the  Sadne,  the  streets  inhabited  by  the  commercial 
aristocracy,  the  arsenals,  hospitals,  monasteries,  churches, 
fortifications,  pleasure-bouses  on  the  sides  of  the  hills  on 
each  bank  of  the  river,  presented  but  the  appearance  of  a 
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city  riddled  by  cannon  baits  after  a  protracted  tdege.  Ly- 
ona,  almoBt  uninhabited,  was  eilent  in  the  inidat  of  its 
ruins.  Workmen,  without  employ  or  bread,  enrolled  and 
subsidized  by  tbe  representatives,  at  the  cost  of  the  rich, 
seemed,  ax  in  hand,  to  revel  over  the  carcass  of  the  city 
which  had  nourished  them.  The  noise  of  walls  falling,  the 
dust  of  destroyed  houses  which  hung  over  the  city,  the 
Bound  of  cannon  fired,  and  the  discharges  of  the  musketry, 
which  mowed  down  the  inhabitants,  the  rolling  of  carts, 
which  from  the  live  prisons  of  the  city  conveyed  the  ac- 
cused to  the  tribunal,  and  the  condemned  to  the  guillotine, 
were  the  only  signs  of  life  among  the  population ;  the 
acalfold  was  its  sole  spectacle— the  acclamations  of  a  people 
in  rag^  at  every  head  which  fell  at  tbeir  feet,  was  the  only 


IX. 
The  Comnussion  of  Popular  Justice,  instituted  by  Cou- 
thon,  was  transformed,  on  the  arrival  of  Ronsin  and  his 
army,  into  a  revolutionary  tribunal.  The  day  after  the 
arrival  of  this  body  of  soldiers — these  lictois  of  the  repub- 
lic— the  executions  began,  and  lasted,  without  interruption, 
for  ninety  days.  Eight  or  ten  condemned  died  every  day, 
on  leaving  the  tribunal,  on  the  scaffold  erected  permanently 
in  front  of  the  steps  leading  to  the  town-halL  Water  and 
sand,  spread  every  evening  after  the  executions  around  this 
sewer  of  human  blood,  did  not  suffice  to  cleanse  the  earth. 
A  red  and  fetid  mud,  constantly  trampled  by  a  people  thirst- 
ing to  see  their  fellow-creatures  die,  covered  the  square  and 
reeked  in  the  air.  Around  these  actual  shambles  of  human 
Beah  there  was  a  scent  of  death.  The  exterior  wallff  of 
the  !Palais  Saint  Pierre  and  the  facade  of  the  town-hall 
tvere  smeared  with  blood.  On  the  mornings  of  the  days 
df  November,  December,  and  January,  the  most  feitire  in 
Homicides,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  saw  rising  from 
the  soil  a  moisture — it  waa  the  blood  of  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen, immolated  on  the  previous  eveiiing,  the  shade  of 
the  city,  as  it  evapoiated  in  the  sunshine.  Dorieuille,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  quarter,  waa  compelled  to  remove 
the  scaffold  to  a  distance  ;  be  placed  it  over  an  open  sewer. 
The  blood,  trickling  through  the  planks,  flowed  into  a  ditch 
ten  feet  deep,  which  carried  it  to  the  Rh6ne,  together  with 
the  filth  of  the  neigfaborbood.  The  washerwomen  were 
compelled  to  change  the  spot  of  their  washing  places,  that 
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tfaey  might  not  wash  tfamr  linen  and  bathe  their  amw  in 
blond -stained  water  ;  and  when,  at  last,  the  executioDs, 
which  increased  like  the  pulsations  of  an  inflamed  body, 
reached  an  amount  of  twenty,  thirty,  and"  even  forty  a  day, 
the  iostrument  of  death  was  placed  in  the  center  of  the 
Pont  Morand,  orer  the  river.  They  swept  away  the  blood, 
and  cast  the  heads  and  bodies  over  the  parapets  into  the 
swiflest  current  of  the  RhAne.  The  sailors  and  peasants 
of  the  islets  and  lower  grounds  which  intersect  the  course 
of  the  river  between  Lyons  and  the  sea,  found  perpetually 
the  heads  sud  bodies  of  men  stranded  on  thoae  islets,  and 
caught  in  the  bulrushes  aud  osier  beds  which  surrounded 

These  victims  were  nearly  all  the  flower  of  the  youth  of 
Lyons  and  the  neighboring  countries.  Their  age  was  their 
crime,  as  it  made  them  suspected  of  having  fought.  They 
went  to  death  with  all  the  daring  of  youth,  as  if  they  were 
marching  to  battle.  In  the  prisons,  as  in  bivouacs  the 
night  before  a  battle,  they  had  but  a  bandiiil  of  straw  each 
man  on  which  to  lay  their  limbs  on  tbeir  dungeon's  stones. 
The  danger  of  compromising  thflmselves  by  appearing  to 
take  an  interest  in  their  fate,  and  dying  with  them,  did  not 
intimidate  parents,  friends,  or  servants  in  their  tenderness. 
Kight  and  day  large  numbers  of  wives,  mothers,  and  sistere 
wandered  round  the  prnons.  Gold  and  tears,  which  flowed 
abundantly,  opened  the  hearts  of  jailers,  and  obtained  fur 
them  interviews,  converaations,  and  lost  farewells.  Escapee 
were  frequent.  Religion  and  charity,  so  active  and  cour- 
ageous in  Lyons,  did  not  recede  in  presence  of  suspicion  or 
diagiist.  but  penetrated  into  these  subterranean  reti-eats  to 
aid  the  sick  and  aufiering,  nourish  the  bangry,  and  console 
the  dying. 

More  than  six  thousand  prisonera  were  at  a  time  locked 
Bp  in  the  dep6ls  of  the  gniUotine. 


A  whole  generarioQ  was  there  swallowed  up.  There 
were  assembled  all  the  men  of  condition,  birth,  fortune,  and 
various  opinions,  who,  since  the  Revolution,  bad  embraced 
the  opposite  side,  and  who,  in  common  rising  against  oppres- 
sion, were  here  united  in  the  aame  crime  and  the  same 
^eath.  Clergy,  nobility,  citizens,  tradesmen,  people,  were 
all  mingled  there  together.  No  citisen  against  whom  an 
infiamer,  an  envious  neighbor,  an  enemy  appeared,  esc^ied 
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from  captivity,  and  biit  few  csptivea  from  death.  All  who 
had  nanie,  fortune,  profession,  a  manu&ctory,  a  house,  in 
towa  or  country — any  one  who  was  suspected  of  any  in- 
clination to  the  cause  of  the  rich,  was  arrested,  accused. 
coDJemned,  and  executed,  by  anticipation,  in  the  minds  of 
the  proconsuls  and  their  purveyors.  The  elite  of  a  ca^ntal 
and  sereral  provinces— La  Bresee,  La  Dombe,  Le  Forez, 
Le  iteaujolais,  Le  Vivaraia,  Le  Dauphin^ — passed  through 
these  prisons  and  these  scaffolds.  The  city  and  the  town 
seemed  decimated.  Caaties,  fint-clsaa  bouses,  manu&o 
tories,  even  the  residences  of  the  country  people,  were  shut 
up  within  the  circumference  of  twenty  leagues  round  Lyons. 
Tboasands  of  properties  were  sequestrated.  Doors  and 
windows  were  sealed  up.  Nature  itself  seemed  afiected 
by  the  terrorof  man.  The  anger  of  the  Revolution  bad  at- 
taitied  the  power  of  a  divine  scourge.  Tbe  plagues  of  tbe 
middle  ages  did  not  tiirow  more  gkmm  over  the  appearance 
of  a  f>rovince.  On  the  roads  froia  Lyons  to  the  neighbor- 
ing villagee  and  towns  nothing  was  met  but  detachments  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  fei'cing  doors  in  the  name  of  the  law, 
searcbing  cellais,  lofts,  even  the  titter  of  the  cattle,  striking 
the  walls  with  the  butts  of  their  muskets,  or  leading,  chain 
ed  two  and  two,  fugitives  discovered  in  their  retreats,  and 
fallowed  by  their  weeping  &milies. 

Thus  were  brought  back  to  Lyons  all  the  notable  and 
Illustrious  citizens  whom  Couthon  had  allowed  to  escape^ 
sheriSa,  mayors,  aldermen,  adrainistrators,  judges,  magis- 
trates, advocates,  doctors,  architects,  sculptors,  surgeons, 
governors  of  hospitals,  benevolent  societies — accused  <^ 
having  feught  with  or  succored  the  combatants  or  the 
wounded,  or  having  given  food  to  the  insurgent  people,  oi 
made- secret  vows  for  the  triumph  of  the  defenders  of 
Lyons.  To  these  they  added  this  relations,  sons,  wives, 
daughters,  Eriende,  and  servants,  assumed  to  be  accom- 
plices of  their  husbands,  brothers,  fathers,  or  masters— guilty 
of  being  bom  on  the  spot,  and  of  having  breathed  the  air 
of  insurrection. 

Daily  the  piincipal  turnkey  of  the  jail  read  with  a  loud 
voice  the  names  of  the  prisoners  summoned  befeie  the  tri- 
banal.  £very  breath  waa  suspended  while  the  summons 
was  being  read.  Thoae  thus  called  upon  embraced  for  the 
last  time  their  friends,  and  distributed  their  beds,  quilts, 
clothes,  and  money,  among  the  survivors.  They  assembled 
in  kmg  filw  of  sixties  or  eighties  in  the  conit.  and  then 
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threaded  tbe  crowd  oa  th«ir  wsy  to  tbe  tribunal.  The 
judges  were  oeorlj  all  Btratig«rs,  and  m  no  way  indmidated 
oy  any  fear  of  responsibility  hereafter.  These  five  judges, 
each  of  wboro  separately  had  »  human  heart,  jiidred  to- 
gether like  a  mechfttiical  instrument  of  murder.  Watched 
by  a  suspicious  mob,  they  themselves  trembled  under  the 
terror  with  which  the^  smote  others.  Still  their  activity 
did  not  satisfy  Fouch6  and  Collot  d'Herixus.  These  rep- 
resentatives had  promised  to  the  Jacobins  of  Paris  prodigies 
of  rigorous  admmistration,  yM  the  slowness  of  these  trials 
and  sentences  caused  them  to  be  accused  of  half-measures. 
The  days  of  September  rose  as  an  example  before  them. 
Dorfeuille  thus  vrrote  to  the  repreaentatives  of  the  people ; 
"  A  great  act  of  justice  is  in  preparation,  of  a  nature  to 
astound  future  ages.  To  give  to  this  act  die  msj^y  which 
should  characterize  it — that  it  may  be  as  grand  as  history — 
it  is  requisite  diat  the  administratoTs,  the  army,  magistracy, 
and  public  functionaries  shonld  be  present,  at  least  by  dep- 
utations. I  wish  this  day  of  justice  to  be  a  festiva].  I  say 
a  festiva] ;  and  that  ia  the  nght  word.  When  crime  de- 
scends to  the  tomb,  humanity  breathes  again,  and  it  k  the 
festival  of  virtue." 

XI. 

The  representatives  rarified  Dorfisuille's  propositions,  and 
punishment  at  maue  supplied  the  place  of  individual  race- 
cutions. .  The  accused  were  conducted  with  unusual  cere- 
nony  to  the  H6tel-de-Ville,  where  a  summary  interrogatory, 
in  a  few  minutes,  united  bH  in  one  common  condemnation, 
and  thence  they  marched  ia  procession  toward  the  banks 
of  the  Rhone,  where  they  made  theia  cross  the  bridge, 
leaving  the  guillotine  behind  them,  like  a  worn-out  weapon. 

On  the  one  side  of  the  bridge,  in  the  lower  plain  of  the 
Brotteaux,  they  had  dug  a  double  ditch  in  the  marshy  soil, 
between  two  rows  of  willows.  The  sixty-fbnr  condemned 
persons,  handcufied  two  and  two,  were  placed  in  a  line  in 
this  alley,  beside  their  open  sepulchre.  Three  pieces  of 
cannon,  loaded  with  ball,  were  placed  at  the  extremity  of 
the  avenue.  Right  and  left,  detachments  of  dragoons, 
eword  in  hand,  seemed  waiting  tbe  signal  to  charge.  On 
the  mounds  of  earth  extracted  Irom  this  ditch,  the  most 
eminentmeinberof  the  municipality — presidents  and  orators 
of  clubs,  functionaries,  military  authorities,  tlie  staff  of  the 
revolutionary  army,  Doi-feuille,  and  his  judges — were  group- 
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ed,  as  if  on  the  steps  of  an  amphitheater;  while  from  the  top 
of  a  balcony  of  one  of  the  confiscEited  hotels  in  theQuai  Ha 
Rb&ne,  Collot  d'Herbois  and  Fouchd,  witli  telescope  in 
hand,  aeemed  to  preside  over  this  ceremoaious  extermina' 


The  victims  sang  in  chorus  the  hymn  which  had  led  them 
into  battle.  They  seemed  to  seek  iu  the  words  of  this,  their 
last  song,  the  finrgetfulnees  of  the  blow  which  was  about  to 
ptrike  tbem. 

"  To  die  lor  one'*  txnmtry. 
Is  the  happiest  and  moat  enviable  fate !" 

The  artillerymen  listened,  with  lighted  match  in  hand,  to 
these  dying  men  singing'  their  own  death-song.  Dorfeuiile 
allowed  the  voices  to  finish  slowly  the  grave  modulations  of 
itie  last  veree,  then  raising  his  hand  as  a  signal,  the  three 
cannon  exploded  at  once.  The  smoke  concealed  the  guns, 
and  for  a  moment  hovered  ov^r  the  ground  ;  drums  beat  to 
stifle  all  cries.  The  mob  pressed  forward  to  contemplate 
the  effect  of  the  carnage.  The  artillerymen  had  been  de- 
ceived ;  the  undulations  of  the  line  of  Tictims  had  allowed 
tbe  balls  to  deviate,  and  twenty  prisoners  had  fallen  beneath 
the  fire,  drag|^ng  down  with  them  their  living  companions, 
who  were  tfaue  associated  in  their  dying  throea,  and  inun- 
dated with  their  blood.  Shrieks,  moans,  fearful  gestures, 
came  fi'om  this  confused  heap  of  mutilated  members,  car- 
casses, and  Burvivora.  Tbe  artillerymen  then  loaded  with 
grape  and  fired ;  but  even  then  the  massacre  was  incom- 
plete. A  heartrending  cr^,  beard  across  the  Rhone,  even 
into  the  city,  rose  from  this  field  of  agony.  Some  limbs 
still  palpitated,  some  bands  were  still  extended  toward  the 
spectators,  imploring  the  final  blow.  The  soldiers  shud- 
dered. "  Forward,  dragoons,"  cried  Dorfeuille,  "  now 
charge."  The  troopers  at  this  command,  put  spurs  to 
their  horses,  who  dashed  fitrward  at  a  gallop,  and  with  the 
pMnt  of  the  saber  and  pistol  shots  they  killed  the  last  vic- 
tim. This  scene  of  hotror  and  agony  was  protracted  for 
more  than  two  hours ! 

xn. 

A  sullen  murmnr  of  indignalioD  hailed  the  recital  of  this 
horrid  scene  in  the  city.  The  people  felt  dishonored;  and 
compared  itself  to  tlie  most  cruel  tyrants  of  Rome,  or  the 
executjonere  of  Saint  Bartholomew.  The  representatives 
nifled  tbns  muimnr  by  a  proclsmaiioti  which  commao'^''- 
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that  all  ihould  approve,  and  declared  pily  to  be  conapiiacy 
Cilizena,  eveo  tbe  mnst  elegant  females,  then  nffected  rev 
olutiooary  rigor,  and  cuticealed  tlieii'  lioi'ior  beneath  the 
mask  of  adulation.  The  guillotine — iimtrunient  of  puuish- 
meat — became  foi'  some  weeks  a  civic  decoratinn  and  an 
umament  at  feelivalB.  Tbe  taste  of  tbe  day,  iu  compliment 
to  the  represautatives,  made  of  ibis  macbuie  in  miniature, 
a  hideous  omameDt  of  tbe  fiimitare  and  dress  of  tbe  Jac- 
obina.  Their  wivee,  daughters,  and  mistreBses  wore  small 
guillotines  in  gold,  or  as  Duckies,  in  the  bosom,  or  as  ear- 

Foucb6,  Collot  d'Herbois,  and  DorfeuiUe  sought  to  stifle 
.  retnorae  beneath  the  most  unblushing  contempt  for  public 
feeling.  Two  hundred  and  nine  Lyonnese  prisoners  were 
awaiting  their  sentence  m  the  gloomj  prison  of  RoBune. 
The  sound  of  tbe  cannon  which  liad  slaughtered  their  fel- 
low-countrymen had  penetrated  tbe  dnngeoDS  of  these  cap- 
tives. Thay  prepared  for  death,  and  passed  tbe  nigbt, 
some  in  prayers  and  confeesing  themselvea  to  disguised 
priests,  the  youngest  in  last  adieus  to  their  youth  and  life, 
m  libations  and  songs  tbst  braved  death.  Collot  d'Her- 
bois came  to  the  prison  that  nigbt,  and  bearing  these  voices, 
exclaimed  ;  "  What  is  tbe  temper  of  that  youth  which  thus 
sings  its  death-song  1" 

At  ten  o'clock  in  tbe  morning  a  battalion  drew  up  before 
the  gate  (^  the  prison,  whose  iron  jaws  opening,  allowed 
two  hundred  and  nine  citizens  to  pass  out.  The  jailer 
counted  them  with  his  finger  as  they  issued  forth,  like  a 
herd  of  cattle  beuig  marked  for  the  day's  consumption. 
They  were  fastened  two  and  two.  The  long  file,  in  which 
each  recognised  a  son,  a  brother,  a  parent,  a  friend  or 
neighbor,  advanced  with  a  firm  step  toward  the  H6tel-de- 
Ville.  Tbe  last  farewells,  extended  hands,  deploring  looks, 
mute  adieus,  were  addressed  to  them  from  windows  and 
doors,  through  the  hedge  of  bristling  bayonets.  Some  Ja- 
cobins and  a  crowd  of  dec^aded  women  apostrophized  the 
vicdms,  and  overwhelmed  them  with  outrages,  to  which 
they  only  replied  with  looks  of  disdain,  and  sud  to  those 
whose  countenances  were  saddened  or  eyes  filled  with 
tears :  "  Weep  not  for  us — no  one  bewMls  martyrs." 

The  Hall  of  Law  was  too  small  to  receive  them,  and 
they  were  sentenced  in  the  open  air,  under  tbe  windows  of 
tbe  H6tel-de-ViIle.  The  five  judges,  in  the  costume  and 
paraphernalia  of  their  functions,  appeared  in  the  bakooy. 
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•node  out  a  fist  of  names,  pretended  to  deliberate,  tlien  pro> 
bonnced  a  geoend  veidict :  a  foi-mality  of  Mntence  to  death 
tvhicb  gave  to  asBaasiTiBtion  en  ftuoK  the  bypocritical  ap- 
pearance of  a.  legal  Terdict.  VRinly  from  these  two  hnn- 
dred  Toicea  were  individual  appeals,  proteataiions  of  patri- 
(Jlsm,  made  to  the  jadgee  and  the  people.  Inflexible  judges 
aad  the  sulleopeople  only  replied  by  contemptuous  silence. 
The  column,  pressed  fortrard  by  the  soldiers,  advanced  to- 
ward (he  Pont  Morand.  On  reaching  the  bridge,  the  offi- 
cer in  command  counted  the  priaoneiB,  to  aunre  himself 
that  no  one  had  escaped  on  the  way :  instead  of  two  hun- 
dred and  nine,  there  are  two  hundred  and  ten.  Tfaero  were 
mora  than  the  due  number  of  victims.  Who  was  the  iono- 
cent  roaa  1 — who  the  guilty  %  Who  would  be  legally  put  to 
death  1 — who  was  to  be  aasanioated  without  judgment? 
The  officer  felt  the  horror  of  such  a  situation,  baited  the 
column,  and  sent  word  of  this  awlul  doubt  to  Coltot  d'Her- 
bois.  Tbe  soludou  of  this  scruple  would  have  required  a 
fresh  examination :  the  esamination  would  have  adjourned 
the  death  of  two  hundred  and  nine.  The  people  wera 
there;  death  was  waiting.  "  What  consequence,"  answered* 
Collot  d'Herbnia,  "is  one  morel  One  too  many  JB  better 
than  one  loo  few.  Besides,"  he  added,  in  order  to  wash 
his  hands  of  this  murder,  "he  who  shsll  die  to-day  will  not 
die  to-mormw.     Let  it  be  all  coocladed  !" 

The  extra  victim  was  an  avowed  Jacobin,  who  filled  the 
air  with  hie  cries,  and  protested  in  vain  against  thia  fearful 

XIII. 
The  file  resumed  its  march,  singing, 

"  To  di»  S)r  one'*  amiitrj 
li  tha  happieM  and  moM  enviable  bte," 
until  it  halted  between  the  willows  in  tbe  narrow  cause-  - 
way,  still  moistened  with  the  blood  of  the  previous  even- 
tTigs.  Tlie  cuttings  become  shallower,  and  covered  with 
fi-esh  and  eofl  earth,  showed  that  the  ditches  were  but  half 
filled  up,  and  were  awaiting  other  carcasses.  A  long  rope 
was  extended  firom  one  willow  to  another.  They  fastened 
each  prisoner  to  this  mpe  by  the  end  of  tbe  cord  which 
confined  his  hands  behind  hia  hack.  Three  soldiers  were 
placed  four  paces  off  in  face  of  each  victim,  and  the  cavalry 

E laced  in  small  bodies  behind.     At  the  word^re  /  the  mne 
andred  and  thirty  soldiers  at  once  directed  thrM  buUeu.'- 
VOL.  in, — L 
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sgwntt  vrery  brocit.  A  cloud  of  Hnoke  tamai  ibe  tmM 
for  ft  moiDuot,  fttid  then  ItftiDs.  there  (*«r«  Men,  besiOM  tba 
corpftH  itrawn  on  the  gnmiid,  or  ktapag  to  tlie  cord,  loore 
tbva  one  huiidi«d  young  men  Mill  eract  Some,  with  wikl 
look,  Memed  petrified  with  horror ;  other*,  half  deid,  en- 
treuod  Ibeir  executioiwia  to  finiih  tlinn  |  otben,  freed  from 
the  rope  by  the  balla,  erftwled  on  the  ground,  or  8ed  stag- 
gering to«rard  the  willowB.  The  terrar-aimck  apeetatorB, 
the  •oldiera,  aflecled  by  the  Mene,  turned  amy  th«ir  eyea 
is  order  to  allow  thetn  to  See.  GrnndmaiBoai,  who  piwid«d 
ihia  day  at  the  execution,  gave  orden  to  the  canlry  to  fid- 
low  the  AigitiveB,  and  they  were  hewed  down  by  the  dra- 
ffooiw  beneath  tbetr  honee'  feet.  One  only,  named  Merle, 
Ute  mayor  oS  Micon,  a  patriot,  but  devoted  to  the  Qironde, 
eontrived  to  drM  lunwelf,  bleeding  as  he  waa,  to  the  reeda 
of  the  muah.  The  tronpen  in  pity  turned  aaide,  aSecting 
not  to  aee  faim  as  be  made  his  way  to  the  river.  He  was 
just  entering  a  boat,  in  order  to  reach  the  city  nnpvrceived, 
when  a  group  of  mercileaa  Jacobioa  recognized  him  by  tbe 
blood  that  flowed  from  his  wounded  Innd,  and  threw  him 
beadloDg  and  living  into  the  RhAne— dead  at  the  aame  mo- 
ment and  the  aame  boar  by  tbe  twefold  death  of  fire  and 
■mntior. 

The  toMiera,  widi  greet  relneUmee,  fioiahed  with  the 
bayonet  and  the  bntt-cnd  of  their  muskets,  the  vietitiM  ex- 
piring in  tbe  oauaeway,  and  &lUng  sight  flxtingnlshad  dieii 
dying  groans.  Next  day,  when  ue  grave-diggen  catoe  to 
bury  tbe  dead,  tereral  bodies  still  palpitated,  and  the 
pioneen  killed  them  ontright  with  blows  of  the  pickax 
before  tbej  covered  ibem  over  with  the  blood-stuned  mold. 
"  We  have  revived,"  wrote  Ootlot  d'Hei^wis  to  tbe  Con- 
vention, "  tbe  prngneaa  of  republican  justice — it  is  prompt 
and  terrible  an  the  people's  will :  it  stiould  strike  like  than- 
dmr,  and  leave  but  aHhes." 

The  Herc^tioa  had  found  its  Atdla& 

XIV. 

Montbriaw,  Saint  Etienne,  Saint  Ckramnd,  all  LycmMS* 
colonies,  were  tbe  tbeaten  of  the  aBiiia  atrocities,  or  a»p 

Elied  victims.  Javo^ues,  the  repreaentative  of  the  p<K>pl<* 
ad  set  up  a  goillobne  at  Feura,  and  a  Fevolutioaaif  ti* 
bnnal,  eitabltabBd  by  bin,  gave  te  tbe  instrament  of  pnn 
labmett  tiie  lame  aotiYtty  as  at  Lytma.  Tbe  river  provinHM 
of  tfaa  HaMB-Loin  warepor^  ctf  ftUiriittmatiaii^fklitt 
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and  federalist  blood,  which  flowed  like  wster  ander  (Im  ue 
which,  like  thqt  at  Lyona,  waa  deemed  loo  alow,  and  gun 
iwder  waa  uaed  instead  of  ateel.  A  magnificeiit  alley  of 
aes  was  converted  into  a  place  of  execution,  like  the  nine- 
real  willows  of  BrotteauK,  and  tweatytwo penoos  per  dtem 
were  shot  there.  The  Bsme  impatirace  for  death  aeemed 
to  possess  executionerB  and  victims :  the  one  had  the  frenzy 
of  murder,  the  other  the  enthusiasm  of  death.  The  horror 
of  living  had-removed  the  horror  of  death.  Youos-  girls 
and  children  bo^ed  to  &11  beside  their  fathers  and  lunsfelk 
thus  shot  down ;  and  daily  the  judges  had  to  re^se  the  sup- 
plieauons  of  despair,  iraploring  the  penalty  of  death,  kes 
fearful  than  the  punishment  of  aurriving.  Every  day  tbey 
granted  or  refused  these  requests.  The  barbarity  of  these 
proconsuls  did  not  await  crime,  but  prejudged  it  in  name, 
educatioo,  and  tank.  They  struck  in  anticipatiou  of  future 
crimes.  Tbey  anticipated  years.  They  immolated  infancy 
for  its  opinions  to  come,  old  age  for  its  past  opiDtons,  women 
for  the  crimes  of  tenderness  and  team.  Honroinr  was  for- 
bidden, as  under  Tiberias.  Many  were  puobhed  for  har- 
ing  had.  a  sorrowful  countenaiKe,  or  a  monming  garb. 
Nature  was  diMorted  into  an  accusation,  and  to  be  pure,  it 
had  become  requisite  to  repudiate  it.  All  virtues  were  re- 
vaieed  In  the  human  heait  The  Jacobinism  of  tfae  pro- 
consuls  of  Lyon&  had  overthrown  the  instincts  of  men  ;  &!sa 
Danriotisin  had  overthrowo  humanity.  Toaebing  and  sub> 
ime  truts  sbone  in  this  saturnalia  of  vengeance.  Thebuman 
mind  rose  to  the  tragic  height  of  these  dramas.  Heroism 
burst  forth  in  all  ages,  in  all  sexes.  Lore  braved  die  exo- 
Gudoners;  the  heart  revealed  mines  of  tenderness  and  mag 
nanimitj. 

XV. 

Young  Dataill<m,  only  fifteen  years  of  age^  eondnoted  to 
death  with  bis  family,  rejoiced  at  the  foot  of  the  scaflbld 
that  be  was  not  aeparatM  from  his  &ther,  but  by  a  stroke 
of  the  ax.  "  He  is  keeping  me  a  place  above,"  he  said  to 
the  executioner;  "  do  not  let  us  keep  bira  waiting  !" 

A  SMI  of  M.  de  Roch^brt  was  conducted,  with  his  father 
and  three  relatives,  to  the  avenue,  to  be  shot  there.  The 
soldiers  fired,  the  three  coademned  fell ;  the  boy,  saved  by 
the  pity  of  the  men,  was  not  touched.  "  Mwcy.  nercj  fof 
him  I"  exclaimed  the  soAened  speotatais.  "He  is  only 
■i.Uii.  .«J  ~._  i.»«-^  .  o/vwl  radswi-'*     The  execntkA 


BixteoR,  and  may  beconire  a  good  eitijiMi.''     The  a: 
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enbeeitBtfld:  JBToguMproinifled  htsltle.  "No.no;  boim 
of  joat  mercy— Til  me  aX  your  life !"  cried  the  youth,  ein- 
bracing  hie  f^her  bleeding  to  deaib.  "  I  wfsh  fer  death  I 
I  am  a  royalist  1 — Vive  le  roil" 

The  daagfater  of  a  mechanic,  a  very  Invely  gir],  nu  ac 
euaed  of  refusing  to  wear  the  republican  cockade.  "  Why 
are  you  Bo  obstinate  1"  inquired  the  preeident,  "that  you 
refuse  to  wear  the  redeeming  emblem  of  the  people  1" 
"  Because  you  wear  it,"  answered  the  young  girl.  The 
president,  Parrein,  admiring  this  courage,  and  blushing  to 
aend  so  much  youth  to  death,  made  a  sign  to  the  turnkey  to 
put  a  wreath  in  her  bair.  She,  however,  observing  uis, 
snatched  it  thence,  trampled  it  under  foot,  and  then  went 

Anodier,  all  whose  relatives  bad  been  massacred  on  the 
previous  evenines,  made  hia  way  through  the  crowd,  an<] 
kneeUng,  full  of  despair,  at  the  foot  of  the  tribunal,  prayed 
the  judges  to  aentence  him  also.  "  You  have  slain  myfather, 
my  brothers,  my  bride !"  he  exclaimed.  "  I  bare  no  longer 
family,  love,  or  destiny  in  this  world  :  I  desire  death  1  My 
religion  fbrlads  me  to  kill  myself;  do  you  put  me  to  death  !'* 

A  young  prisoner,  named  Couchoux,  condemned  to  die 
next  day  wiui  his  aged  father  of  eighty,  and  deprived  of  the 
use  of  his  legs,  was  cast  into  the  cells  of  the  HAt  el -de- Villa. 
During  the  night  he  found  means  to  escape,'by  a  sewer  com- 
municating with  the  bed  of  the  river.  On  finding  the  open- 
ing out,  he  returned  to  seek  his  father.  The  old  man  made 
every  effort  to  support  himself,  but  in  vain :  be  fell  down 
exhausted,  conjuring  his  son  to~  save  his  life,  and  abandon 
him  to  hia  fate.  "  No,"  replied  the  yOung  man,  "  we  will 
live  or  die  together  I"  He  then  took  his  father  on  hia 
shoulders,  advanced  crawling  along  the  subterranean  pas- 
aage,  and  thus  bearing  his  burden  along  undiscovered  in 
the  darkness,  he  found  a  boat  on  the  banks  of  the  Khdne, 
and,  entering  it  with  him,  botJr  escaped. 

A  female,  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  whom  love  had  ex- 
alted to  heroism  during  the  siege,  and  who  had  fought  with 
the  intrepidity  of  a  soldier — named  Madame  Cochet — ha- 
rangued the  people  from  the  cart,  even  when  conveying  her 
to  the  scaffold.  "  You  are  cowai^i,"  she  said,  "  to  sacrifice 
a  Woman  who  did  her  duty  in  fighting  to  defend  you  from 
oppreesion !  It  is  not  life  that  I  deplore,  but  the  child  I  bear 
in  my  bosom.  Innocent,  it  will  suffer  ray  punishment 
MonatsTB,"  she  added,  "  they  will  not  wait  for  a  few  dayaj 
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tney  feared  that  I  sbould  produce  an  &vaDgeT  of  liberty  1" 
The  peopled  moved  by  the  approaching  maternity  of  tbia 
hei'oiiie,  her  youth  and  beauty,  followed  her  in  silence.  A 
cry  of  "  mercy,"  wbs  heard  from  the  people,  but  the  sound 
of  the  &lling  kniie,  which  cut  short  two  Uvea,  interrupted 
the  tarJy  appeal.  Forty-five  heads  were  carried  off  on  thia 
day,  io  the  tumbril  of  the  executioner.  To  counterbalance 
ihetis  movemeota  of  pity  in  the  multitude,  hired  partiaanf 
were  retained  by  the  procoiiBula,  and  placed  at  the  windows 
of  the  square,  as  in  the  boxes  of  a  theater,  to  insult  the 
doomed,  and  applaud  the  puniabmenta. 

XVI. 

A  young  girl  of  seventeen,  whose  features  bore  a  maxlted 
fikeneas  to  those  of  Charlotte  Corday,  had  fought  by  the 
aide  of  l)er  brother  and  lover  in  one  of  the  batteries.  Her 
name  was  Marie  Adrian.  "  What  is  your  name  1"  demand- 
ed the  judge,  struck  by  her  youth  and  beauty.  "  Matie," 
she  replied ;  "  the  name  of  the  mother  of  that  God  for  whom 
I  am  about  to  die."  "  Vour  age  t"  "  Seventeen,  the  age 
of  Charlotte  Corday."  "  How,  at  your  age,  could  yon 
combat  against  your  country  V  "  I  fought  to  defend  it." 
"  Citoyeone,"  said  one  of  the  jury, "  we  admire  your  courage, 
what  would  you  do  if  we  granted  you  your  life  V  "  I  would 
poignard  you  as  the  murdereta  of  my  comitry." 

She  ascended  the  scaffold  in  lilence,  moi'e  alarmed  by  the 
gaze  of  the  crowd  than  the  near  approach  of  death ;  refiised 
the  assistance  of  the  executioner,  and  twice  exclaimed, 
"  Vive  It  rot!"  After  her  death,  the  executioner  found 
among  her  garments  a  note  written  with  blood ;  it  was  the 
farenell  letter  of  her  lover,  who  had  been  shot  some  dajrs 
before,  in  the  Plaioe  des  Brutteaux.  "  To-morrow  at  this 
hour  I  shall  have  ceased  to  live,"  he  wrote :  "  I  can  not  die 
without  telling  thee,  for  the  last  time,  bow  well  I  love  thee ; 
and  were  they  to  offer  me  my  pardon  on  condition  I  would 
say  the  contrary,  I  would  not  accept  it.  I  have  no  ink,  and 
I  write  to  thee  with  my  blood,  which  I  would  fain  mingle 
with  thine  for  all  eternity.  Adieu,  dear  Marie ;  weep  not, 
in  order  that  the  angeb  in  heaven  may  deem  thee  as  beau- 
tiful aa  I  do.  I  shall  await  thee—tarry  not."  The  two 
lovers  wei-e  only  separated  by  fiiur-and- twenty  hours:  thfl 
people  knew  how  to  admire,  but  not  to  pardon. 

The  executions  «»  maue  only  ceased  in  consequence  of 
Ihe  iudigoant  refiiul  of  tlieB^dien  to  be  converted  into  cs> 
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ecntionBn.  "Do  jdu  need  b  more  aetiv«  esecutionorl'' 
wroie  the  Jacobin  Achard,  to  Col)ot  d'Herbois,  "  I  oAr  mj 
Mrvicea."  Tfae  corpaea  that  covered  the  banks  of  the  RfaAne 
tbreateoed  to  cauae  a  pestilence,  and  the  adjohnng  towst 
uid  villages  complained  of  the  infected  state  of  the  air  and 
tbe  wat»r.  The  Jacobins  rekindled  their  enthnsiBsni  hj 
patriotic  banquetii,  at  which  Dorietiille,  Acbard,  Grand- 
■naiaon,  and  the  prtncipal  judges  and  BMietante,  drtnk  to 
tbe  )-spidity  o(  deatb,  and  tfae  activity  of  the  headsman. 
"  Republic«na,"  exclaimed  Dorfeaille,  "  tbia  bamiaet  ia 
wortny  the  sovereign  people.  Let  us,  adminuitntors,  ntem* 
bers  of  tbe  tribunals,  public  fiinctionaries,  meet  daily  to  quaff 
out  of  tfae  same  goblet  the  blood  of  tyrants  I" 

Collet  d'Herbois,  recalled  to  Paris  upon  the  first  expres 
sinns  of  indignation  called  forth  by  these  massacres,  jnatified 
himself  to  tbe  Jacobins.  "  We  are  called  Anthropophagi," 
■aid  he  s  "  they  are  aristocrats  who  give  as  tfais  appellation. 
Tbey  carefully  inquire  into  the  death  of  the  anti-revoln- 
tMHnsts,  and  spread  abroad  the  report  that  they  do  not  perish 
at  tfae  first  stroke.  The  Jacobin  Ch&lier  did  not  die  at  the 
first  blow ;'  tbe  least  drop  of  patriotic  blood  that  flows  seems 
wrung  from  my  heart.  I  have  no  pity  for  conspirators :  we 
have  shot  two  hundred  at  a  tine,  and  yet  this  is  impated  to 
us  as  a  crime.  And  yet  ia  not  this  a  fmii  proof  of  sensi 
bility — the  tbnnder  of  the  people  strikes  them  and  redaces 
them  to  aahes !"     The  Jacobins  loudly  applauded  him. 

Fonchfi,  who  had  remained  at  Lyons,  wrote  to  Collot 
d'Herbois,  to  ccugratulat*  him  on  their  mntual  triatnph. 
"And  we  alaocombat  the  •ttaraiaaoftberepublie  at  Toulon 
by  offering  them  the  specTacle  of  th«  coi^mm  of  draoMnds 
of  tfaeir  accompUeas.  Let  ns  crush  at  once,  tn  our  wrath, 
all  the  rebels,  all  the  conspirviors,  all  the  traitors.  Let  us 
exercise  justice  after  the  example  of  natore,  and  avenge 
ottrselrea  like  a  gniat  nation.  Let  ua  strike  with  the  force 
of  the  tfaunderboU,  and  let  the  very  ashes  of  our  foes  disap- 
pear fbrerer  fiwn  the  soil  of  freedom.  Let  die  republic  be 
a  vast  volcano.  Adieu,  my  friend  ;  teat^  of  joy  ^Ai  from 
my  eyes,  and  inundate  my  aoul.  We  have  but  one  manner 
of  celebrating  our  victory.  This  evening  we  shall  send  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  rebels  to  meet  tbcar  doom  beneath  tbe 
fire  of  our  cannon." 

Even  at  Lyons,  however,  a  faW  men  dsred  to  breathe  set>< 
tim«>is  of  humanity,  to  condemn  crime,  and  acoase  the 
axecuDotien ;  Koi  Mma  of  Am  cldiens  vMitarad  to  addren 
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Rnbespierre  ss  tbe  tnoderator  of  the  republic,  for  it  wai 
koown  fi'oin  the  coireBpondence  of  Couthon  with  some 
of  the  principal  patriuta  of  L^ons,  tbat  Robeapierre  was  id- 
dignant  at  the  proicriprions  of  Fouche  and  Collot  d'Herbois 
and  the  destnicdoQ  of  the  eecood  city  of  France.  "  TheM 
Mariases  of  the  theater,"  said  ha  to  Duplay,  alluding  to  tbe 
former  profeerion  of  tbe  proconsul,  "  will  ooon  reign  over 
liaught  save  ruina."  Fouche  in  his  lettem  to  Duplay,  atrore 
to  circumTent  Robeepielre,  and  represented. Lyons  as  a  per- 
petual scene  of  counter-revolution.  Some  few  ifipnblicaiM 
met  in  secret  at  Lyons,  awaiting  a  torn  in  the  tide  of  popu- 
lar opinion;  and  one  of  tbem  named  Gillet,  venturad  to 
■  address  Robespierre.  "  Citoyen  I'epresentBnt,"  the  letter 
began,  "  I  have  inhabited  caves  and  vaults,  I  have  sufiered 
hunger  and  thirst,  during  the  siege  of  my  native  place,  and 
in  a  few  days  more  I  should  have  (alien  a  victim  to  my 
attachment  to  the  Convention,  which,  in  my  eyes  is  the 
rallying  point  of  all  good  citizens.  I  have  then  a  right  to 
Bpeak  of  juaticQ  aniT  moderation  toward  my  enemies,  and 
those  who  assail  the  freedom  of  religious  opinions  are  now 
the  really  guilty  peTBOne.  Hasten,  citoyen,  lo  obtain  a  de- 
cree, which,  by  condemning  them  to  death,  may  porge  the 
land  of  libony.  The  etil  is  gi-eat,  the  ulcer  deep,  and  k 
must  be  cut  out  by  a  bold  and  determined  hand.  Oni 
country  is  panic-atrack ;  the.  laborer  sows  with  the  con- 
viction that  he  shall  not  leap ;  tbe  wealthy  hide  their  riches, 
and  dare  not  fiimigh  the  indigent  with  the  means  of  pro- 
curing a  subsistence.  AH  commerce  is  suspended ;  and 
women,  stiSing  the  instincts  of  nature,  curse  tne  day  wheil 
diey  became  mothers.  The  dying  summons  his  pastor, 
diat  he  may  bear  from  bia  lips  words  of  consolation  and 
hope,  and  the  priest  is  threatened  with  dte  guillotine  if  be 
consoles  his.  brother.  The  churches  are  pillaged,  the  altaia 
destiDyed  t^  briga»i«,  who  affect  to  act  in  the  name  of  tbe 
law,  but  who  really  obey  the  order  of  greater  wretches  thatl 
themselves.  Oood  God,  at  what  a  petiod  have  we  arrived ! 
All  good  citiKens,  or  almost  all,  blesMd  the  Revolution; 
and  now,  all  curse  it,  and  moan  tixe  Teign  of  tyranny.  The 
crisis  is  such,  thai  vre  aPe  on  the  ere  of  still  greater  mia- 
fortones ;  and  the  Augments  of  the  bpmbs  fired  agftinat 
this  city  may  perchance  destroy  the  whole  Convention,  if 
you  do  not  hasten  to  quench  it.  Meditate,  RobespiwYe,  (m 
these  truths,  to  which  I  dare  ^Sz  my  name,  even  thongh  I 
perish  fl>r  having  tnitten  them." 
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Tbeas  «ppealB  from  the  purer  republicans  were  Mided 
at  Paris,  by  the  mad  clamors  of  the  partisaue  of  H61>ert, 
Chauinette,  and  CoUot  d'Herbois.  Kob«epierre,  Collot, 
and  Saint  Just,  who  did  not  aa  yet  TCnture  to  attack  tfaem, 
lemaiDed  sileiit,  until  public  indignation  was  sufficiently 
aroused  to  direct  it  against  the  terrorists.  But  while  the 
smoking  ruins  of  Lyons  were  (juencbed  in  livera  of  blood, 
the  torch  of  ciril  war  was  kindled  at  Toulon. 

Toulon,  the  most  important  port  of  the  republic,  had 
passed  npidly  from  the  excess  of  Jacobinism,  to  disgust  and 
abhorrence  of  the  Rerolution.  Imitating  the  movement  of 
Marseilles  previous  to  the  lOih  of  August,  Toulon  had  sent 
tile  elUe  of  her  youth  and  the  dregs  of  her  population  to 
Paris.  Provence  had  dispatched  a  portion  of  its  flame  to 
Paris;  but  the  same  ardor  that  rendered  it  so  terrible  to 
the  throne  of  Louis  XVI,,  remained  incapable  of  long  sup- 
porting a  centra]  and  uniform  republic  like  that  which 
Robespierre,  Denton,  the  Cordeliers,  and  Jacobins  wished 
to  found.  These  Glrecian  and  Phoenician  colonies  have  im- 
bibed something  of  the  perpetual  agitation  and  insubordina- 
tion of  the  sea.  The  apectacteof  tne  ocean  always  renders 
man  more  free  and  impatient  of  restraint,  for  he  constantly 
beholds  the  image  of  liberty  in  its  waves,  and  his  soul  im- 
bibes the  independence  of  the  element  The  presence  <4 
the  naval  officers,  almost  all  of  whom  were  ruyslisis,  the 
influence  of  the  priests,  the  outrages  and  insults  oflered  by 
the  Jacobins  to  religion,  the  indignation  caused  by  the  ex 
cesses  the  army  of  Carteaux  bad  committed  at  MaraeiHes, 
and  every  thing  urged  Toulon  on  to  an  inaurrection. 

XVIII. 
The  English  fleet  under  Admiral  Hood,  which  was  cniis- 
ing  in  the  Mediterranean,  learned  all  these  particulars  by 
aecretcorrespondeucewiththeroyalists  of  Toulon,  This  fleet 
consisted  of  six  vessels  of  the  line  and  twenty-five  frigates. 
Admiral  Hood  preseoted  himself  to  the  Touloneae  us  an  ally 
and  liberator,  rather  than  as  an  enemy.  He  promised  to 
guard  the  city,  the  harbor,  and  the  fleet,  not  as  a  conquest 
but  asadepDwt  which  be  would  hand  over  to  LouisXyl.'g 
successor,  as  soon  as  France  should  have  repressed  her 
interior  tyrants.  The  opinion  of  the  Toulonese  passed,  with 
the  rapidity  of  the  vrind,  from  Jacobinism  to  federaliim— 
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from  fedentHsm  to  royalism— ttom  royBKam  to  6e£»itiaa, 
Ten  tfaeusand  fugitives  of  MareeiDee  driven  into  Toulon  by 
the  tenors  of  the  veageance  of  the  republic — the  sheher  (rf 
the  walls,  the  batteries  of  the  vesaels,  the  combined-  English 
and  Sp&nisfa  fleets,  ready  to  protect  the  insurrection,  gave 
to  the  Toulonese  the  idea  of  this  crime  agaiiut  their  coun- 
try. 

Of  the  two  admirals  who  commanded  the  French  fleet  in 
the  port  of  Toulon,  one.  Admiral  Trogoff,  conspired  with 
the  TuyaliBta;  the  other.  Admiral  Saint  Julien,  endeavored 
to  maintaio  the  republicanism  of  his  crewa.  Thus  divided 
in  feeling,  tbe  fleet  was  neutralized  by  opposing  tendencies. 
It  could  only  follow,  by  being  itself  torn  by  contrary  fec- 
tions,  the  movement  given  to  it  by  the  conquering  party. 
Placed  between  an  inaargent  city  and  a  blockaded  aea,  it 
must  be  inevitably  crushed,  either  by  the  cannon  of  the  for* 
treaa,  the  guns  of  the  English,  or  by  both  liree  at  once.  The 
population  of  Toulon,  when  so  many  opposing  elements 
combined  at  once,TX)se  at  the  arrival  of  the  advanced  guard 
of  Carteaux,  with  an  unanimity  which  shut  out  every  idea 
of  remorse.    They  closed  the  Jacobin  clubs,  destroyed  their 

f resident,  imprisoned   the  representatives  of  the   people, 
ayle  aiid  Beauvais,  sent  within  tbeir  waits,  and  called  in 
the  English,  Spanish,  and  Neapolitans. 

At  the  sight  of  the  enemy's  squadrons  Beauvais  commit- 
ted suicide  m  his  prison.  The  French  fleet,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  vessels  which  the  Admiral  Saint  Julien  still 
kept  for  some  days  to  their  duty,  hoisted  the  white  flag. 
The  Toulonese, English,  and  Neapolitans  united,  to  tbe  num- 
ber of  15,000  men,  armed  the  forts  ind  approaches  to  the 
city,  against  the  troops  of  tbe  republic.  Carteaux,  advanc- 
ing from  Marseilles,  at  the  bead  of  4000  men,  drove  back 
the  enemy's  advanced  guard  from  the  gorges  of  Ollioules. 
General  Lapoype,  detached  from  the  army  of  Nice  with 
7000  men,  invested  Toulon  on  the  opposite  side.  The  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  Fr^ron,  Barras,  Albitte,  Salicetti, 
watched,  directed,  and  fought  at  the  same  time.  The  small 
number  of  republicans,  the  immense  space  they  had  to 
occupy  to  invest  the  mountains  which  back  Toulon,  the  site 
and  fire  of  the  forts  which  protect  the  heights  of  this  amphi- 
theater, and  the  inexperience  of  the  generals,  for  a  long  lime 
made  the  attacks  unavailing,  and  made  the  ConventioD 
tremble  at  this  example  of  unpunished  treason.  As  soon  aa 
Idjaaa  allowad  the  troops  at  ui«  disposal  of  th«  Conunitt** 
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of  FaUic  S>f*^  to  be  8t  liberty,  Cainot  haataiied  to  dbwct 
them  against  Toulon,  loading  tbitlier  Qvneral  Duppat  the 
Conqueror,  sndFaucb^tbe  extsTminator  of  Ljoni.  Vuncbi, 
as  well  aa  hii  colleaguea  Fr^on  and  Barraa,  had  reaolred 
on  the  destruction  of  Tuulon,  even  if  in  dcnng  bo  they  anni- 
hilftted  the  French  mariDe  and  araenals. 

A  captain  of  artillery,  sent  bjr  Csmot  to  the  army  of  tbe 
Alpa,  wu  stopped  on  his  way,  to  replace  tbe  commandant 
of  artilkerj,  Donmaitin,  who  had  been  wtinnded,  at  the 
army  of  Toulon,  This  youne'  man  was  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. His  fortune  awaited  btm  there.  His  fellotr-coun- 
tryman  Salicetti  presenied  bim  to  Carteaus.  In  a  ttvt 
words,  and  in  a  few  days,  he  displayed  his  genius,  and  was 
tbe  soul  of  ail  operations.  Freaestined  to  make  force  sur- 
mount opinion,  end  the  army  superior  to  the  people,  be 
was  first  seen  in  tbe  smoke  of  a  battery,  striking'  with  tbe 
same  blow  ansrcby  id  Toulon,  and  his  enemies  in  the 
roadstead.  His  fiiture  was  in  bis  position :  a  military 
genius  bursting  forth  in  tbe'fire  of  a  civil  war,  to  seise  on 
tbe  soldier,  illusn-Me  tbe  sword,  stifle  tbe  utterance  of 
opinion,  quench  tbe  Revolution,  and  cotopel  Hberty  to  retro* 
grade  for  a  century)  Glory,  vast  but  deplorable,  which  pos- 
terity will  not  judge  Uke  his  contanponuiea  I 

XIX. 

Dagoromier  httd  replaced  Carteanx.  He  called  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  at  which  Bonaparte  was  present.  This  young 
captain,  instantly  promoted  to  tbe  rank  of  a  ch^de  ba' 
tatOiM,  reorganiEcd  th^  artillery,  moved  the  betteriee  nesrar 
to  the  city,  disccFvered  tbe  heart  of  the  porition,  directed  aU 
bis  blows  tbitber,  and  neglecting  all  else,  went  rigfat  for- 
ward.  The  English  general  OHara,  leaving  Fort  Mal- 
bosquet  witli  sis  ^ousand  men,  fell  into  a  snare  laid  fer 
bim  by  Bonaparte,  was  wounded  and  taken  priMXmr. 
Fort  Malbosquet  which  commands  the  roadstead,  wm  U* 
tacked  by  two  columns  iri  spite  of  the  orders  of  the  leprw 
sentatives.  Bonaparte  and  Dugommier  irere  the  first  who 
entered  the  breach— tbeor  victory  was  their  justific^ion. 
"  General,"  said  Bonapaite  to  Dugommier,  broken  down 
by  fatigue  and  age,  "  go  and  sleep,  we  have  just  taken 
Toulon."  Admiral  Hood  saw  at  daybreak  the  Fienoh  bat- 
UriM  Inietling  ever  tbe  ernhnsures  and  ready  to  swsep 
theXmdtuiLd.    The  winda  of  uitomuvrare  blowing  a  gsle^ 
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lbs  wa  ran  bigb,  die  akj  was  loweringw^ll  betdEtmed  tbmt 
the  coining  stormB  of  winter  would  pierant  the  Engliali 
from  getting  swaf  from  the  roaditead. 

At  the  doM)  of  dsy  the  enetnj's  boats  towed  the  &re-ahtip 
Vulean  into  the  center  of  the  French  9eK.  Immeme  qiutu 
btiee  of  combustibles  were  piled  up  in  tbe  ms^azinea,  dock 
yuds,  and  arsenals.  Some  Knghsh,  with  a  Jighted  match 
in  th^  bands,  awaited  tbe  signal  for  firing,  Tbe  dock  of 
the  port  stuck  ten  o'clock— a  rocket  was  let  off  from  the 
center  of-  the  citjr,  which  rose  uid  then  fell  in  sparks. 
This  was  the  signal,  and  the  match  was  applied  to  tbe  train 
of  powder.  Tbe  arHsna],  the  storebouses,  ibip  tiniber, 
pitch  and  tar,  flax,  the  ships'  stores,  of  the  fleet  and  this 
naval  depftt,  were  all  destroyed  in  a  few  hours.  Xfata 
blaze,  which  engulfed  half  .the  marine  of  France,  for  a 
whole  night  lighted  up  the  waves  of  the  Mediierraneaa, 
the  lidea  of  tlM  mountains,  tbe  camps  of  tbe  representa- 
tives,  and  the  dedis  of  tbe  English  vessels.  The  hihabi- 
tantB  of  Toulon,  abandoned  for  Some  houn  to  (he  vengeano* 
of  the  republicans,  wandered  about  the  quays.  The  «• 
Lmca  which  the  horror  of  fire  cast  over  the  two  camps  was 
only  interrupted  by  the  explosion  of  the  powder  maga- 
zines of  sixteen  vessels,  and  twenty  frigates,  whose  decks- 
and  guns  were  projected  into  the  air  before  they  were 
Bwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  Tbe  report  of  the  departure 
of  tbe  cunibined  squadrons,  and  the  surrcmder  of  tin  oity, 
bad  already  spread  a^Nmg  the  populace.  Fifteen  thousand 
Toulonesa  and  Harseilisis  refogaes,  men,  women,  cbildreD, 
old  |Mop)e,  wounded,  infirm,  had  lefi  ch^  abodes,  and 
hastened  to  the  bea^,  where  they  straggled  {or  places  ia 
boats  which  wunld  take  them  on  board  the  Engt!^,  Span- 
ish, and  Neapolitan  vessels.  The  raging  sea  aud  ths  fira- 
swept  between  the  waves  rendered  the  oonreyanca  of  fugi- 
tirea  more  dangerous  and  alow.  Every  instam;  die  cries 
putm  a  boat  that  sunk,  aad  tbe  dead  bodies  fiung  ashore, 
disheartMBed  the  sailort.  The  burning  fragntents  of  the 
anenal  and  the  fleet  laiaed  down  upon  ifaia  mohilude,  and 
•truck  aambers  to  the  eatdi.  A  battery  of  did  republican 
army  was  firing  shot  and  sbeQ  at  iht  port  ana  quay. 
Wives  lost  diev  busbaDds,  dati^ers  tbeir  mothers,  oioch- 
ers  their  children,  in  the  confusion.  Touching  and  terrible 
dramas  were  buried  beneath  tbe  horrors  of  that  nighL  It 
recaUed  the  ancient  generations  of  Asia  Minor  or  Greece, 
abaadming  m  mmmh  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  bearing 
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Kwayupoa  the  mm  tbair  ricbn  and  their  god*,  by  tha 
fiam«a  of  a  dnr  in  conflagTBtioii.  About  eevea  thouBand 
inhabitants  of  Toulon,  excliuive  of  the  officers  and  Maraen, 
feund  ahalter  on  board  the  English  and  Spanish  vessels. 
The  crime  of  haviDg  delivered  over  the  stores  and  arms 
of  France  to  the  foe,  and  of  having  hoisted  the  flag  of  ro]r> 
ally,  was  not  to  be  forgiven.  They  uttered  from  the  crests 
t^  the  waves  a  last  adieu  to  the  lulls  of  Provence,  Ughted 
up  by  the  flames  which  consumed  their  roo&  and  oUve 
ttMs.  At  this  awful  moment  tbe  explosimi  of  two  frigates, 
containing  several  thousasd  barrels  of  gunpowder,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  neglected  to  throw  overboard,  burst  like 
a  volcano  over  the  city  and  sea,  a  fearful  fiirewell  of  civil 
war,  which  rained  down  its  fiery  fragments  alike  on  tbe 
conquerors  and  the  conquered. 

The  Bnglish  weighed  anchor,  canying  off  tbe  vessels 
they  had  not  destroyed  by  fire,  and  put  to  sea.  The  refii- 
gees  of  Toulon  were  neariy  all  conveyed  to  LegUom,  and 
established  themselves  at  Tuscany.  Their  families  still 
dwell  there,  and  we  hear  French  names  of  that  period 
among  the  foreign  appellations  on  tbe  bills  of  Lagfaom, 
Florence,  and  Fisa. 

XX. 

Next  day,  20th  December,  1703,  the  represeatstiTeB  en- 
tered Toulon  St  the  head  of  the  republican  army.  Du- 
gommier,  pointing  to  the  city  m  ashes  and  the  houses  nearly 
empty  of  inhabitants,  entreated  the  conventionalists  to  con- 
tent themselTea  with  this  vengeance,  and  to  suppiiee  geneiv 
ously  that  all  the  guilty  had  goae  into  exile,  and  thus  spare 
the  resL  The  repFeseDtatires  despised  the  magnanimity  of 
the  aged  general — ifaeir  office  was  not  only  tu  vanquish, 
but  to  ternfy.  The  guillotine  entered  Toulon  with  the  ar< 
tillery  of  the  army,  and  blood  flowed  as  it  bad  at  Lyons. 
Fonui^  urged  on  tbe  punishments.  The  Convention,  by 
a  decree,  struck  ont  the  name  of  the  <nty  of  traitors.  "  Let 
tbe  shell  and  mine,"  said  Barr^re,  "  crush  every  ronf  and 
merchant  in  Toulon  ;  let  there  remain  only  in  th«r  place 
a  military  post  pe<^led  by  tbe  detenders  of  tbe  ftepub- 
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I. 

The  contests  between  the  republic  snd  ber  enemies 
•oiDctimea  heroic  and  sometimes  brutal,  altamating  between 
the  battle-field  and  tbe  acafibkl,  had  in  no  manoer  inter- 
nipted  tbe  sacrifice  of  buman  life  either  ia  Paris  or  tbe 
provinces.  Since  the  death  of  the  Girondists  the  guillo- 
tine appeared  to  have  risen  in  tbe  public  estimatiou.  It 
unceasingly  devoured  victims  taken  indiscriminatel;  from 
all  these  different  parties — the  parties  tbe  Revolution  bad 
encountered  either  in  its  pHBt  or  onward  courae.  Some 
Bans^inary  demagoguea  oi  the  Commune,  in  conjunction 
with  La  Montague,  demanded  that  the  instrument  of  death 
should  be  conau-ucted  of  hewn  stone,  and  erected  in  the 
Flaoe  de  la  Concorde,  opposite  tbe  Tuileries.  According 
to  their  ideas,  the  guillotine  should  be  considered  as  a  pub- 
lic national  building,  capable  of  explaioing  to  all  and  for- 
ever, diat  the  surveillance  of  the  people  was  as  lasting  ai 
its  vengeance  was  unceasing.  The  Revolutionary  Tribu- 
nal, attentive  to  the  slightest  bint  from  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  lost  no  bme  in  sending  all  those  to  perish  on 
a  Bcafiuld  whose  names  were  given  to  tbem.  A  trial  wb£ 
bat  a  mockery  of  jastice,  a  mere  farce. 

It  was  impossible  that  tbe  name  of  Madame  Roland 
should  long  escape  the  resentment  of  tbe  people.  That 
name  alone  comprised  an  entire  party.  The  soul  of  the 
Gironde,  this  woman  might  one  day  pitive  a  very  Nemesis, 
if  permiued  to  survive  those  illuBtrious  individn^  who  had 
preceded  her  to  the  grave. 

Among  such  of  the  Girondists  as  survived,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  strike  terror,  by  destroying  their  idol — while 
the  memory  of  the  dead  was  degraded  by  its  association 
with  tbe  popular  execration  excited  by  a  female  odious  to 
the  people,  and  a,  supposed  foe  to  liberty.  Such  were  tba 
motives  which  induced  tbe  Commune  and.  Jacobins  to  de- 
mand that  Madame  Roland  should  be  brought  to  trial. 

11. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  the  eTor-ready  (though 

■ometimes  pained)  executor  of  tbe  wishes  of  the  populacs, 

insctibad  tbe  aame  of  Madame  Roland  on  a  list  presented 

•vary  areniog  to  Feuquiar  Tinville,  and  which  Robe*pi«n« 
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rigned  with  visible  disquietude.  During  the  early  part  of 
his  abode  in  Paria,  the  deputy  of  Arras,  then  but  little 
known,  haii  been  a  constant  visitor  at  Madame  Roland's 
house.  And  when  the  Constituent  Assembly  wounded  thtt 
pride,  and  disd&ined  the  words  of  Robespierre,  Madame 
Roland  discerned  his  genius,  honored  his  pertinscity,  and 
encouraged  his  despised  eli>quence.  The  recollection  of 
this  glanced  across  the  mind  of  Robespierre,  as  he  signed 
an  Older  for  ber  appearing  befbro  a  tribunal,  which  ha  well 
knew  was  the  same  thing  as  signing  a  death-warrant. 
Madame  Roland  and  Robespierre  had  commenced  their 
revolutionBry  career  together,  and  by  the  workings  of  that 
same  revolution,  the  one  had  attained  unlimited  power, 
while  the  other  had  been  precipitated  into  the  very  depths 
of  adversity,  and  it  was  in  al)  probability,  to  the  oDcour* 
agement  beittowed  on  his  abiKties  by  Madame  Roland,  that 
Risbespierre  owed  the  elevated  position  he  now  occupied, 
and  the  power  U  gave  hiro  of  decreeing  life  or  death  to  his 
early  friend.  Any  other  man  than  Robeepierre  would  have 
felt  the  influence  of  these  reminiscanKea,  and  a  feeling  of 
^-etierous  pity  steal  over  his  mind ;  but  Robespierre  was  a 
mere  stoio,  who  mistook  inflexibility  for  strength  of  cha- 
racter, and  obstinacy  for  firmneui  be  vtonld  have  plucked 
out  his  own  heart  had  he  believed  it  cspabVs  ot  counseling 
the  slightest  weakness.  Calonl^ion  had  stipeneded  all 
natural  feelings  in  his  mind,  and  the  more  he  stiSed  eveir 
sentiment  of  humanity,  the  nearer  did  he,  in  his  ovra  imagi- 
nation, approach  superhuman  greatness ;  and  the  mora  h« 
endured  from  the  straggle,  die  more  persuaded  was  he  of, 
its  justice.  He  had  in  fact  arrived  at  that  excess  of  sopUn- 
ti^  and  false  sentiment  that  makes  a  man  miatrust  every 
virtuous  impube  of  his  heart 

On  the  31gt  May,  Madame  Rolatid  was  committed  to  th4 
prison  of  I'Ahbaye.  It  is  the  lot  of  some  individush  to 
attract «  greater  degree  of  interest  and  curioei^  ott  Ae  put 
of  posterity  than  the  records  of  an  empiie,  for  such  penons 
hare  united  in  their  situation  and  feelings — their  alteAM* 
rise  and  fall— all  the  vicissitudes,  catastrophes,  glories,  and 
misfortunes  of  the  time  in  which  they  lived.  Madame 
Roland  was  one  of  this  class.  Her  enthusiasm  and  oasaios, 
her  illusions,  her  martyrdom,  her  unextinguisfaable  hope 
for  the  future,  amid  the  ooCuml  ditfcoaraKeinent  of  the  pr*, 
■ant,  rander^  her,  even  id  An  very  d^ms  td  her  dungMo, 
a  Iniag  pweoniieitieii  of  As  whws  Revolutlcni. 
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Sepsr&ttid  fixKn  iiie  worU,  torn  from  her  &lber,  liuabkiKl, 
and  child,  she  bathed  in  floods  of  iaward  tears  tb«  ardon 
of  an  imagination,  wiioae  fires,  though  smonldering,  were 
not  extinct. 

IIL 

The  jailers  of  the  Abbaya  sought  bj  every  means  a 
prison  aflorded,  to  soften  the  captiTity  of  Madams  Roland. 
Some  beings  can  only  be  persecuted  fnnn  a  distance — 
beauty  subdues  and  disartns  all  who  spproach  it. 

Unknown  to  the  commissiionart,  Madame  Roland  was 
placed  in  a  chamber  iato  which  a  ray  of  light  could  find 
entrance.  She  was  even  indulged  with  flowers,  of  which 
she  was  so  passicmately  fond ;  in  tbe  days  of  har  happiness 
it  had  been  her  delight  to  surrotwd  herself  with  these  lovely 
productions  of  nature,  and  she  had  ever  esteemed  them 
among  her  choicest  delights.  Climbing  and  leafy  plants 
were  twined  round  the  iron  ban  of  her  window,  in  order 
that  by  concealing,  the  thick,  grating  the  prisoner  might 
dream  she  was  free.  A  few  trf  ber  pai-ttcular  iriends  were 
allowed  to  vi«t  and  converse  with  ber.  Books  were  sup- 
plied, and  thus  she  was  enabled  to  pursue  her  favorite 
studies,  and  hold  cdnverse  with' tfav- illaatrioua  charaotcts  of 
antiquity. 

Tranquil  respecting  the  &te  of  her  husband,  whom  she 
was  aware  bad  found  refuge  with  faithful  SnenHa  at 
Rouen ;  fully  satisfied  as  to  her  daughter's  safety,  from  the 
knowledge  of  her  having  been  consigned  by  her  fHend 
Bosc,  administrator  of  the  Jardin  des  PUntea,  to  the  care 
of  Madame  Creuz^  de  la  Tuncbe,  ber  adopted  mother; 
proud  to  suffer  for  liberty,  happy  to  undergo  any  suffering 
for  her  friends,  Madame  Ruland  fek  a  soft  calm  steal  over 
her,  even  amid  tbe  horrors  of  a  dungeon.  Nature  has 
ordained  that  every  excess  of  misfortune  shall  be  followed 
by  a  sort  of  loll,  in  the  same   mannw  as  a  kA  couch, 

5 laced  at  the  bottom  of  an  abyss,  might  be  supposed  to 
imiuish  the  suffering  of  such  as  were  Hnludcy  to  fall  into  it. 
The  certainty  of  having  arrived  at  the  worst  that  can 
happen  to  ua — the  unwillingness  to  believe  that  man  will 
carry  bis  vengeance  any  further,  added  to  the  inward  con- 
sciousness of  courage  to  bear  all-— raises  the  prisoner  far 
above  his  elecutioner.  The  Union  of  these  three  senti- 
mants  sustained  the  energy  of  Hadoitte  Soland,  tud  made 
the  contemplation  of  ber  liMhiiiigi  gfartona  t»  Itk-  Hf^ 
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creating  »  dmna  of  which  >he  was  at  cnce  the  subject 
the  hwoine,  and  the  audieDce. 

She  aepurated  benelf  in  Aou^  ftom  the  world,  time, 
and  heraelf,  and  desired  to  anticipate  her  place  in  poBteiity. 
No  t>odem  feelings  of  Cbriatian  eentiments  taoffht.  her  to 
bow  with  resignation  to  her  lot,  and  to  looli  to  Heaven  for 
hehi>  i  her  intense  abhorrence  of  superatition  had  destroyed 
in  her  the  belief  of  a  present  Deity,  or  a  sure  immortality. 
A  heathen  in  the  nudst  of  a  Christian  countiy,  her  virtue 
partook  of  the  same  cbftracter  as  her  opitiions  ;  her  Frovi- 
dence  consisted  in  the  opinion  of  men,  her  Heaven  in  that 
of  posterity.  The  only  God  she  invoked  was  the  future ; 
a  species  of  abstract  and  stoical  duty,  itAeif  its  own  judge 
and  reward,  supplied  the  place,  witb  her,  of  hope,  con- 
solation, or  piety.  But  such  was  the  strength  aa  well  as 
purity  of  her  mind,  that  this  virtue,  without  proof  or  re- 
compense, sufficed  to  support  her  in  all  ber  adversity,  and 
euabled  her  to  face  deatn  without  shrinkiDg. 

Deprived  of  the  power  of  acting,  she  concentrated  ber 
powers  of  thought.  Through  the  indulgence  of  her  jailers, 
she  procured  some  sbeets  of  paper,  pens,  and  ink,  and 
with  these  she  commenced  writing  pnrtions  of  both  ber 
pubUc  and  private  life,  contriving  each  day  to  conceal  one 
of  these  pages  from  tbe  surveillance  of  her  jailers.  Tbese 
detached  pages  she  confided  to  her  friend  Bosc,  who  car- 
ried tbem  away  concealed  beneath  bis  clothes,  and  kept 
tbem  OS  a  sacred  deposit  against  better  days;  while  it 
rejoiced  Madame  Roland  to  believe  that  she  had  thna 
preserved  the  records  of  at  least  one  year  of  her  life  from 
perishing,  and  that  she  might  hope  to  preserve  from  ob- 
livion that  which  she  esteemed  by  tkr  the  most  valuable 
part  of  herself — ber  memorf.  In  these  papers  are  min- 
gled, with  a  disorder  and  naete  that  seems  ■to  count  only 
upon  the  present  chance  of  communicating  them,  tbe  most 
feminine  tboughts  and  feelings  of  her  childhood,  and  the 
gloomiest  picture  of  her  imprisonment.  In  the  same  book 
might  be  read  the  description  of  tbe  yonng  and  ardent 

firl  seated  in  her  chamber  on  tbe  Q,nai  des  Orf&vres, 
reaming  of  love,  and  aspiring  after  glory ;  then,  by  a 
rapid  flight  of  the  pen,  the  scene  lies  in  tbe  gloomj  dun- 
geon, where  a  poor  captive  sighs  in  the  bitterness  of  heart 
over  a  separation  from  all  she  holds  dear,  ar  d  parting  by 
dences  from  every  tender  tie  or  bepvfal  illuaion,  aeea 
Bottihig  bsfon  her  but  die  ica&lid. 
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IV. 


Thia  work,  although  addreweil  to  jrasterity,  bears  ew- 
dent  marks  of  having  been  intended  for  aoine  confidential, 
though  unknown  trietid,  to  whom  Madame  Roland  night, 
aAer  her  death,  be  enabled,  through  the  medium  of  tbestt 
pages,  more  perfectly  to  relate  every  thought,  feeling,  and 
.reference  to  her  past  life — in  fact,  these  memoirs  resemble 
a  conversation  carried  on  in  such  an  uuder  tone,  that  only 
a  part  is  ^nerally  heard  or  understood ;  but  the  interest 
they  excite  becomes  so  much  the  greater,  when  they  are 
viewed  as  having  been  written  at  the  very  threshold  of 
death — as  the  breathings  of  a  noble  mind  ready  to  exhale 
ita  last  sigh.  At  every  word  the  reader  trembles,  lest  the 
entrance  of  the  eKecutioner  should  arrest  the  progress  of 
these  outpourings  of  a  wounded  spirit ;  and  it  is  almost 
possible  to  imagine  the  ax  suspended  over  the  wiiter's 
nesd,  ready  to  make  her  pen  and  her  life  cease  together. 

These  occupations  sunened  the  captivity  of  Madame 
Roland  ;  and  by  afibrding  a  vent  for  her  feelings,  alleviated 
the  sorrow. she  endured.  Words  may  be  made  a  means  of 
revenge,  and  the  indignadon  that  can  relieve  itself  by  thair 
means,  is  lightened  of  part  of  its  load.  There  were  times 
when  the  captive  ventured  to  listen  to  the  whispers  of 
hope — she  was  even  indulged  with  a  few  hours'  liberty 
from  her  pnson.  Frantic  with  joy  she  flew  to  her  house, 
to  embrace  bee  child,  and  behold,  once  more,  that  home, 
once  so  blest,  and  always  so  loved :  but  this  temporary 
freedom  was  merely  a  cruet  snar*  on  the  part  of  her 
oppressors ;  and  the  satellites  of  the  Commune  watched 
her  steps,  and  dashed  the  cup  of  happiness  away  era  it 
had  reached  her  lips.  They  waited  for  her  on  the  steps 
of  ber  dwelling— barting  her  ^>proach,  nor  suSeiing  her 
to  cross  its  threshold,  to  press  her  child  to  her  heart,  or  to 
witness  the  grief  and  devotion  of  her  attached  servants- 
she  was  seized  by  these  emissaries,  and,  spite  of  her  tears 
aod  supplications,  conveyed,  ere  she  had  scarcely  quitted 
one  pnaon,  into  another ;  that  of  St  F^lagie,  the  recepta- 
cle for  all  the  lost  and  abuidoned  females  swept  from  the 
streets  of  Paris ;-— thus  ofiering  a  fineh  humiliation,  by 
compelling  their  victim  to  aasociate  with  beings  from  whom 
she  shrunk  in  abhorrence  ;  and  while  ber  modasty  revolted 
at  theii  gross  conduct,  she  was  constrained  to  see  and  hear 
uatioaa  tad  laogoitge  that  shocked  alike  lier  eyes  and  ean 
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She  had  resigned  herself  to  die,  but  infamy  and  disgracs 
bad  been  aJJuilged  her  instead. 

By  the  compusionata  aympathy  dT  h«r  jailers,  Bh«  waA, 
at  length,  removed  from  this  degrading  companionship; 
she  was  placed  in  a  chamber  by  herself,  and  fiirnished  wtA 
a  flock  bed  and  a  table.  Once  more  she  Mt  about  hw 
memoirs,  and  again  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her 
friends,  BoBc  and  Champagneux.  The  cowardly  Lsnthenas, 
the  assiduous  frequenter  of  her  femily  circle,  during  her 
days  of  power,  vrith  the  nngrateful  Pache,  who  owed  hia 
present  exaked  position  to  herself  and  hoBband,  feigned  to 
look  down  &om  their  summit  of  greatnees,  the  one  as 
leader  of  the  Commune,  die  other  of  La  Moiitagne,  and  M 
have  fiirgotten  that  such  a  person  as  henielf  exited  Daa- 
too  willingly  turned  hia  eyes  from  beholding  ber  miseriea, 
while  Robespierre  would  nut  venture  te  deprive  '.Se  people 
of  a  single  victim.  Still  the  recoUectitHi  of  the  old  fcienA 
ship  that  had  once  existed  between  him  and  Madame  Ro- 
land, inspired  in  die  bteait  of  the  pour  captive  a  moment- 
aiy  glimmer  of  hope,  and  almost  of  weakneea.  She  was 
lyiuj^  ill  in  the  infirmary  of  the  prison,  and  a  physician, 
Btyltug  himself  the  friend  of' Robespierre,  attended  hef. 
He  mentioned  Robespierre's  name  to  her.  "  I  knaW  him 
well,  and  esteemed  him  greatly,"  raplied  she;  "  I  belieted 
hha  an  anient  and  sincrare  friend  of  liberty,  but  I  now  fiiat 
tbat  he  cares  for  nothing  but  revenge  and  power  j  I  con- 
sidered him  easily  prejudiced  ur  moved  to  passion  :  raluo- 
tant  to  reconsider  his  decisions,  and  but  too  prone  to  judge 
all  guilty  whodo  not  entertain  the  same  opiniotis  as  him- 
ael£  I  saw  much  of  him.  Ask  him  to  lay  his  hand  on  fait 
heart,  and  say  whether  be  entertabu  a  bad  opinion  ot 
me."  This  converaatioti  suggested  to  her  the  idea  of  writ- 
ing to  Robeepierre ;  yielding  to  the  impube,  she  addressed 
him  as  fbUowa. 


"  Robespierre,"  wrote  Madame  Roland,  tn  a  latter  lU 
once  pathetic  and  provokiag,  "  I  am  about  to  put  you  to 
lbs  proof;  and  to  repeat  to  you  what  t  said  reapet^itig  your 
charauer  to  the  ftiend  who  has  undertaken  to  deKver  this 
letter.  Yoa  may  be  very  sure  it  b  no  suppliant  who  ad^ 
dresses  you.  1  nev»  asked  a  fern*  vet  of  any  hunMn 
bmng,  and  it  is  not  fram  the  depths  ta  &  prison  I  wpidd 
■npplioate  lutnwho  oonld,  if  h»  pldMWl,  rsstOrt  lUO  M 
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tibeny. '  No ;  prsyen  and  entre&ties  belong  to  tbe  guilt; 
or  to  slaves.  Neither  would  murmurs  or  complaints  arcord 
with  mj  nature.  I  know  how  to  baar  all ;  I  also  well  know 
that  at  the  beginning  of  every  republic,  the  revolutions 
which  efTeeted  tbem  have  invariably  selected  the  principal 
actors  in  the  efaaoEe  as  tbeir  victims— it  is  their  fate  to  ex- 
perience this,  as  It  becomes  the  task  of  tbe  historian  to 
avenge  tfaeir  OMBiorieB— -still  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagmc  bow 
I,  a  mere  woman,  sbould  be  exposed  to  tbe  fury  of  a  stonn, 
ordinarily  snfiered  to  expend  itself  upon  tbe  great  leaders 
of  a  revolution.  You,  Robespierre,  were  well  aoquaint«d 
with  my  husband,  and  I  defy  you  to  say  you  ever  thought 
bim  other  than  an  honorable  man ;  be  had  all  the  rough- 
ness of  virtue,  even  as  Cato  posseesed  its  asperity.  Dis- 
gusted with  business,  irritated  by  petaeoution,  weary  «f  the 
world,  and  worn  out  with  years  and  exeitions,  he  desired 
only  to  bury  himself  and  his  troubles  in  soma  unknown 
spot,  and  to  conceal  himself  there  to  save  the  age  be  lived 
iu  from  the  commisnon  of  «  crime.  Hy  pretended  cod* 
federacy  wo«ld  be  aliasing  were  it  not  loo  serious  a  matter 
for  K  jest  Whence,  then,  arises  that  degree  of  animosity 
maniiested  toward  me  Who  never  injured  a  creature  in  my 
lif^  and  can  not  find  it  in  my  heart  to  wiah  evil  dven  to 
those  who  injure  and  oppress  me  J  Brought  up  in  solkude-, 
my  mind  directed  to  serioiu  studies,  of  simple  taates,  an 
enthusiastic  admiivr  of  the  Kevolution — excluded  by  my 
sex  from  any  participation  in  public  affairs,  yet  taking  de- 
light in  conversing  of  them — I  despised  the  first  calumnies 
circulated  respecting  me,  attributing  them  to  the  envy  felt 
by  the  ifptar&ut  and  low-minded,  at  what  ihey  were  pleased 
to  style  my  elevated  pomtion,  but  to  which  1  infinitely  pre- 
ferred the  peaceful  obMurity  in  which  I  bad  pawed  so  many 
happy  days. 

"Yet  I  have  now  been  f<w  five  mondis  the  inbaUtant  of 
a  prison— ^oni  from  my  beloved  child,  whose  innocent  head 
may  never  more  be  pillowed  on  a  mother's  breast^far 
from  all  I  b(dd  dear ;  the  mark  for  the  invectivea  of  a  mis- 
taken people  ;  constrained  to  hear  the  very  sentinels,  as 
^y  keep  watch  beneath  my  windows,  discutmua;  the  sub- 
ject of  my  approaching  execation,  and  outraged  by  read- 
ing tbe  violent  and  di^usting  diatribes  poured  forth  against 
me  by  hirelings  of  the  press,  who  have  never  once  beheld 
me.  I  have  wearied  no  One  with  requests,  petitions,  or 
demaads ;  on  the  oontrary,  I  &«l  jaraudly  equal  to  battle 
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alone  wkk  mj  ill  fortune,  and,  it  may  be,  to  tmnple  k  un- 
der ray  feet. 

"  Kobeapierre  1  I  send  not  this  softened  picture  of  niy 
condition  to  excite  your  pity.  No ;  audi  aentiment  ex- 
preMed  by  you  would  not  only  offend  me,  l>ut  be  rejected, 
u  it  deoervea.  1  write  for  your  edificuinn.  Fortune  ia 
fickle— -popular  favor  equally  ao.  Look  at  the  fate  of  thoM 
wbo  lea  on  the  rerolutiona  of  former  age»-~the  idole  of  the 
people,  and  afterward  their  goTemor» — firum  Vitelliua  to 
Cvaar,  or  from  Hippo,  the  orator  of  Syracuse,  down  to  our 
Fariaian  Bpeakets.  Sylla  and  Mariua  proscribed  thousands 
of  knighta  and  aenatorB,  besides  a  vast  number  of  other  un- 
fiirtunaie  beings;  but  were  ibey  ^ble  to  prevent  history 
from  handing  down  their  names  to  the  just  execration  of 
posterity,  and  did  they  the iiMelves  e^oy  bappiDesal  What- 
ever may  bo  the  &te  awarded  mo,  I  shall  know  how  to  sub- 
mit to  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  mjset^  or  to  anticipate  it, 
■kould  I  deem  it  advisable.  After  receiving  the  honora  of 
persecution,  am  I  to  expect  the  still  greater  one  of  maitvr- 
dom  1 — Speak  I  It  is  something  to  know  your  fate,  and  a 
spirit  such  as  nuoe  can  boldly  &ce  it,  be  it  what  it  may. 

"  Should  you  bestow  a  tur  and  impartial  perusal  of  my 
tetter,  it  will  neither  be  uaelesa  to  you  nor  my  country.  But, 
under  any  circuraatances,  this  I  say,  Robespierre — and  you 
ean  not  deny  the  truth  of  my  assertion— none  who  have  ever 
known  me  ean  persecute  me  without  a  ftseling  of  renxnve." 

VI. 

Beneath  the  apparent  stoicism  of  this  letter  there  might, 
neverthelesa,  be  traced  a  halfsmothbred  appeal  to  mercy. 
Madame  Roland  had  at  least,  by  writing  it,  opened  the  door 
for  a  reconciliation,  and  a  ftvorable  reply  on  tlie  part  of 
Robespierre  would  have  demanded  her  gratitude  towai-d  a 
man  who  peraecuted  and  condemned  to  death  &  e  dearest 
objects  of  her  life.  She  felt  it  would  be  sweeter  to  die  than 
to  owe  her  life  to  Robespierre,  and  under  this  impraasion 
she  tore  her  tetter  in  pieces. 

The  fragments  of  this  epistle  were,  however,  collected 
and  preserved  by  Madame  Koland,  in  remembrance  of  her 
having  sacrificed  all  desire  of  personal  safety  to  her  dignity 
as  female  leader  of  a  party,  and  her  duty  and  affection  as  a 
wife,  a  mother,  and  a  ftiend.  Robespierre  was  spared  all 
struggle  between  compunction  and  popularity  t  the  pmoaet 
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re«|^e«l  lidwlf  to  her  fate;  she  aniiued  her  leisure  bonn, 
as  itiie  is  apt  to  <1o  at  the  close  of  a  clay's  employment,  in 
music,  convei'fiBtioii,  and  reading;  with  the  tbnner  she 
calmed  the  sadness  of  her  feelings,  from  her  booka  she  drew 
(trengih  to  aupimi't  her  situatiun.  Her  &Torite  author  wae 
Tacitus,  that  sublime  anatumist,  who  paints  to  the  bodies 
of  so  many  victims,  and  shows  the  Tarious  pulsations  of 
grief  and  hei-oism.  She  went  over  his  descriptions  of  pub- 
lie  executions  again  and  again,  that  aho  might  know  them 
by  Ituart,  ami  bo  enabled  to  imitate  them  worthily  at  her 
own  last  closing  scene.  .  At  first  she  resolved  to  anticipate 
her  fate,  and  obtained  some  poison ;  before  swallowing  it, 
aho  sat  dowii  to  write  to  her  husband,  to  excuse  herself  for 
hnving  dicti  befoie  him.  "  Forgive  roe,  my  esteemed  and 
justly  honored  huaband,"  wrote  she,  "  fer  taking  upon  my- 
self to  dispose  of  a  life  I  had  consecrated  to  you ;  believe 
me,  I  could  have  loved  it  and  you  the  better  for  your  mis- 
foiiuncs  had  I  but  been  permitted  to  have  shared  them 
with  you.  At  present  you  are  merely  A'eed  from  a  useless 
ulijcct  of  unavailing  anguish  to  you,"  Then  reverting  to 
the  recollection  of  her  child,  she  says,  "  Pardcm  me,  my  be- 
lovetl  child,  my  sweet  daughter,  whose  gentle  imai^  dvrells 
within  my  hcait,  and  whose  very  remembrance  shakes  my 
sternest  resolution.  Never  would  yoOr  fiind  mother  have 
left  you  helpless  in  the  woild,  could  she  but  have  remained 
toguide  and  guard  you.  Alas  !  alas  1  the  cruel  heHTts  that 
tore  me  from  you  cared  little  for  innocence  Kke  yours." 
Then  aposti'ophizing  her  friends,  she  adds,  "  And  you,  my 
cherished  iiiends,  transfer  to  my  motberleas  child  the  affec- 
tion you  have  ever  manifested  for  me.  Grieve  not  at  a  i-es- 
olution  which  ends  my  many  and  severe  trials-  You  know 
me  too  well  to  believe  that  weakness  or  terror  have  insti- 
gated the  step  I  am  about  to  take.  If  I  could  be  assured 
that  when  before  that  tiibunal  where  so  many  just  persons 
are  sent  I  should  be  permitted  to  point  out  the  tyrants,  I 
would  fain  be  standing  there  this  instant." 

A  vague  end  solitary  prayer  at  this  moment  escaped  her 
Kps  r  it  was  reli^on's  last  sigh  that,  ignorant  where  it  would 
be  breathed  out,  seemed  desirous  of  exhaling  itself  in  a 
higher  and  purer  air  than  could  be  found  in  the  dark  fiiture 
of  an  atheist's  life.  "  Divinity !  Supreme  Being !  Spirit 
of  the  universe !  great  principle  of  all  that  I  feel  great,  or 
good,  or  immortal  within  myself,  whose  existence  I  believe 
in,  because  I  must  have  amaaated  from  something  supeiios 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


aUa  MABAMa  lOLAHV.' 

lA  that  by  which  I  sm  •mroanded— I  atn  ahopl  ta 
mjoelf  to  thy  eMance." 

She  next  made  her  will,  dittributing  batween  bar  daoc^ 
ter,  her  frianda,  and  Bervsnts,  ber  piano,  her  harp,  two  la- 
TOiite  linga  ahe  itill  poeeeued,  her  booka,  and  a  few  arti- 
dee  of  fiimitnre  she  had  been  permitted  to  plade  in  her 
dnngeoD.  She  recalled  her  early  love  of  nature,  of  the 
country,  the  aky.  "  Farewell  I"  wrote  abo ;  **  farewell, 
glorioua  aun,  that  never  Ailed  to  gild  niy  windows  with  thy 
golden  raya  ere  thou  hiddeat  thy  brightneia  in  the  beavena. 
Adieu,  ye  lonely  bank*  of  the  Sa&ne,  whoee  wild  beauty 
could  fill  niy  heart  with  rach  deep  delight;  and  you  tooi 
poor,  but  boneat  people  of  Thtzy,  whoee  labon  1  lightened, 
whose  diatreas  I  relieved,  and  whoae  aide  beda  1  tended. 
Adieu— and  farewell  alao  tboae  pcacefbl  chambers,  where 
I  learned  to  love  virtne  and  truth,  where  my  imagination 
found  in  books  and  study  the  food  to  delight  it,  and  where  I 
learned  in  ailence  and  meditation  to  eommand  my  paasiona, 
and  to  doapiae  my  vanity.  Again,  &mwell,  tny  i^ild ;  re- 
■nember  yonr  tno^er.  Douhtlees  year  ftte  vrill  be  leaa  se- 
vere than  hera.  Adieu,  beloved  diild,  whom  I  nourished 
at  my  hreaat,  and  eameatly  desired  to  imbue  whb  every 
feeling  and  opinion  I  myaen  entertained." 

This  last  refle^on  overcame  the  stern  reaolntion  of  the 
onfortumte  mother :  tbe  image  of  her  child,  in  all  its  smiling 
innocence,  rose  befere  her,  and  made  her  still  cling  to  life. 
She  threw  away  ibe  poison,  and  determlDed,  for  her  daugb- 
ter'a  take,  to  endure  ^ler  ooiSeiiags  to  the  and,  and  to  await 
till  summoned  to  die. 

VII. 

Tbe  execution  of  tbe  Qirondista  covered  Kfe  with  a  &nei>- 
al  pall,  in  tbe  ettimation  of  Madame  Roland.  Vergiuaud 
and  Brissot  were  dead.  Who  could  tell  the  &te  of  Butot, 
Barbaroiix,  or  Louvetl  They,  in  all  probability,  had  also 
ceased  to  exist. 

She  was  removed  to  the  Conciergeiia.  There,  inatead 
of  losing  atrecsth  or  courage,  it  appeared  as  though  both 
were  increased.  Ae  she  approached  her  end,  her  mind, 
her  language,  and  ber  features  aeemed  to  take  the  iiapreaa 
of  one  appointed  to  fill  some  great  and  loAy  desiioy.  Dur 
ing  the  tew  days  she  passed  in  tbe  Uonciergerie,  she  spread, 
by  her  presence  amcmg  the  numerous  prisoners  there,  so 
1  and  contempt  of  death  that  elevated  bvco  tba 
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ifaast  abject  and  deproeaed.  The  ftpimisch  to  the  BoaStdd 
■eemed  u  gira  a  more  divine  character  to  her  beauty  ;  the 
length'  nf  her  captivity,  the  calm  coDHciousDOU  with  which 
she  Tecogniasd  the  hopaleesuesa  of  her  situation,  her  voioa 
tremulous  with  the  emotion  ehe  iorbade  to  veut  itaelf  in 
te«n— gave  to  faer  wordH  that  tbriiling  intereet  that  finda  its 
way  to  eveiy  heart.  She  converaed  at  the  grate  with  th» 
nnmeroua  members  of  her  party,  who,  like  herself^  bad  found 
their  way  to  the  Conciergerie.  Standing  on  a  atone  bench, 
which  elevated  her  a  little  above  the  ground,  and  olaBp- 
ing  hw  fingers  round  the  iron  bars  that  separated  the  oper^ 
ing  between  the  cloister  and  the  court,  she  tband  her  tribnna 
in  her  prison,  and  her  audience  in  her  companions  to  the 
seafibld.  She  spoke  loi^  and  eloquently  of  Vergniaud; 
but  her  diacouise  was  mixed  with  that  angry  and  bitter 
spirit  a  woman  is  prone  to  introduce  into  her  argatnenta. 
Her  vindictive  memory  plunged  into  the  remotest  records 
of  antiquity,  to  find  Jikeiiessea,  analogies,  and  names  cu>a- 
ble  of  bearing  a  comparison  with  the  tyrants  of  her  day. 
While  her  enemiee  were  preparing  the  formalities  of  her 
accaaation,  merriy  a  few  feet  above  where  she  stood,  her 
v<nce,  like  that  of  posterity,  reproached  tbem  from  the  very 
dungeons  of  the  Conciergerie.  She  took  her  revenge  while 
livifig,  and  dying  bequeathed  her  eternal  hatred.  Her  elo- 
qnence  drew  no  tears  from  her  audience ;  she  would  have 
been  displeased  at  anch  a  manifestation  of  weakness;  but 
at  each  paude  she  made,  land  cries  of  admiration  burst  frtnn 
those  who  heard  her.  The  prisonera  would  listen  to  her 
for  hours,  and  when  compelled  to  I'etum  to  their  cells,  would 
depart,  shouting  entbusiasticaUy,  "  Vwe  la  repvhligve  I"  No 
■lander  was  uttered  against  liberty ;  on  the  contrary,  it  waa 
woi^Kied  even  in  the  dungeont  hoho'WBd  in  its  name. 
But  this  vromaD,  so  magnanimous  and  superior  to  her  fate 
in  public,  gave  way,  like  all  of  human  kind,  when  left  to 
the  silence  and  solitude  of  her  dungeon.  Her  heroic  spirit 
■eeraed  to  leave  her,  and  her  woman's  heart  quailed  with 
deep  ai^uish  aa  the  veil  of  enthuaiaam  faded  away,  and 
stem  reality  teoumed  its  place,  showing  her  all  the  horrma 
of  faer  siteation  ;  and  the  greater  had  been  the  excitement 
of  faer  feding  and  imagination,  so  was  faer  mental  and  bod-- 
ily  pmatration  propordonally  severe.  She  passed  whole 
moratngs  at  her  window,  har  fbrefaead  pressed  against  the 
iron  gradng,  gaxing  upon  the  small  speck  of  the  heavens 
vinble  to  kert  and  abedding  floods  of  lean  over  tfaa  flower* 
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with  which  the  concierge  had  decorated  the  place.  With 
what  were  her  thoughtH  occupied  I  Tbe  laac  broken  BeoHiH 
ces  of  her  letter  plainl}i  show  that  every  idea  waa  centered 
in  her  child  and  her  hiuiband — he  who,  &llen  iiito  yeara, 
muBt  fiaily  and  hourly  aaee  that  tender  care  and  watcbfiil- 
nesa  ahe  had  erer  exercised  toward  htm.  She  meditated 
probably  upon  tbe  penrersenese  of  her  deadny,  that  gave 
ner  a  heart  formed  for  love  and  tendertieaa,  yet  condemned 
lier  to  forego  their  indulgence,  and  to  throw  herself  into 
tbe  very  votex  of  pobtical  ambition.  She  thotigbt  too  of 
those  dear  friends  whose  image  waa  ever  present  to  ber 
mind,  for  whose  sake  she  would  have  wished  to  live,  did 
they  adit  survive,  or  to  follow  them  to  the  grave  if  they  had 
preceded  her  there.  On  this  subject  she  was  wholly  igno- 
raut,  and  gmat  was  the  distress  it  occasioDed  ber. 

To  ibe  other  miaeries  of  her  captivity  she  appeared  qoite 
iosennble.  Tbe  damp,  dark,  unwholesome  cell  assigned  to 
Madame  Roland  was,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  next  to 
that  in  which  tbe  cjueen  had  been  lodged.  Providence 
seemed  to  have  permitted  these  two  remarkable  person- 
ages to  be  thus  DTongfat  by  difierent  routes  to  the  same 
dungeon,  and  thence  to  the  same  scaffold :  the  one  hod 
fallen  from  her  high  estate  by  the  inatrumentatity  of  the 
other,  who,  in  her  turn,  after  having  been  elevated  to  the 
first  honore  a£  the  republic,  was  hurled  from  her  pinnacle 
to  Ue  prostrate  by  the  side  of  ber  own  victim.  These  re- 
taliatiotis  may  be  ascribed  to  accident,  but  they  beat  a 
alrong  resemblance  to  an  even-handed  justice. 

VIII. 

The  examinatioD  and  trial  of  Madame  Roland  was  but  a 
repetition  of  those  charges  against  the  Gimnde  vritb  which 
every  harangue  of  the  Jacobin  party  was  filled.  She  was 
reproached  with  being  tbe  wife  of  Roland,  and  the  friend 
of  his  accomphces.  With  a  proud  look  of  triumph  Madame 
Roland  admitted  ber  guilt  in  both  instances,  spoke  with 
tenderness  i>f  hei  husband,  of  bev  friends  with  respect,  and 
of  herself  with  dignified  modesty  ;  but  Irame  down  by  the 
clamors  of  the  court  whenever  she  gave  vent  to  her  indigna- 
tion against  her  persecutors,  she  ceased  speaking  amid  tbe 
threats  and  iuvectives  of  her  auditors.  The  people  were  at 
that  period  permitted  to  take  a  fearful  and  leading  part  in 
the  dialogue  between  the  judges  and  accused;  they  even 
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permitted  to  peisonB  tried  to  addresa  the  couit,  or  com- 
pelled tbeir  Bileace ;  the  very  verdict  I'ested  with  them. 

Madame  Boland  heard  hei-aelf  sentenced  to  death  with 
the  air  of  ODO  who  saw  in  her  condemnation  merely  her 
title  to  immortality.  She  rose,  and  slightly  bowing  to  her 
judges,  said,  with  a  bitter  and  ironical  smile,  "  I  thank  you 
for  considering  me  worthy  to  share  the  fiite  o£  the  good  and 
great  men  you  have  murdered !"  She  flew  down  the  stepf 
of  the  Conciergerie  with  therapidewiftnesBof  a  child  about 
to  attain  some  long-deaired  object :  the  end  and  aim  of  her 
desirea  was  death.  As  she  passed  along  the  corridor, 
where  all  the  prisoners  had  assembled  to  greet  her  return, 
she  looked  at  th^m  amihngly,  and  drawing  her  right  hand 
across  her  throat,  made  a  sign  expieasive  of  cutting  off  a 
head.  This  was  her  only  ferewell ;  it  was  tragic  as  her 
destiny,  joyous  as  her  deliverance ;  and  well  was  it  under- 
stood by  those  who  saw  it.  Many  who  were  incapable  of 
weeping  for  their  own  fate  shed  tears  of  unf«gned  sorrow 
for  hers. 

On  that  day  a  greater  number  than  usual  of  carts  laden 
with  victims  rolled  onward  towaid  the  scaffold.  Madame 
Roland  was  placed  in  the  last,  besido  a  weak  and  in6rm 
old  man,  named  Lamarche,  once  director  of  the  manufac* 
tory  of  Assignats.  She  wore  a  white  robe,  as  a  symbol  of 
her  innocence,  of  which  she  was  anxious  to  convince  the 
people;  her  magnificent  bair,  black  and  glossy  as  a  raven's 
wing,  i^U  in  thick  masses  almost  to  her  knees ;  her  com- 
plexion, purified  by  her  long  captivity,  and  now  glowing 
under  the  influence  of  a  sharp,  frosty  November  day. 
bloomed  with  all  the  freshness  of  early  youth.  Her  eyes 
were  full  of  eiqireseion ;  her  whole  countenance  seemed 
radiant  with  glory,  while  a  movement  between  pity  and 
contempt  agitated  her  lips.  A  crowd  followed  them  uttei^ 
ing  the  coarsest  threats  and  most  revolting  expressions. 
"To  the  guillotine!  to  the  guillotine!"  exclaimed  the  fe- 
male part  of  the  rabble.  "  I  am  going  to  the  guillotine," 
replied  Madame  Roland :  "  a  few  momenta  and  I  shall  be 
there ;  but  those  who  send  me  thither  will  not  be  long  ere 
they  follow  me.  I  go  innocent,  but  they  will  come  stained 
mth  blood,  and  you  who  applaud  our  execution  will  then 
applaud  theiis  with  equal  zeal."  Sometimes  she  would 
turn  away  her  head  that  she  might  not  appear  to  hear  the 
insults  with  which  she  was  assailed,  and  lean  with  almost 
filial  tenderness  over  the  aged  partner  of  her  execution. 
roL.  m. — M 
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Tbe  poor  old  mmn  wept  bhterly,  aod  dhe  kindlir  and  cbeet^ 
inglj  eocoaraged  bim  to  bear  up  -mth  firnmese,  aoi!  to 
siifier  witb  resignation.  She  even  Tried  to  enliven  tbe 
dreary  journey  they  were  performiag  togetber  by  little  at- 
tempts at  cheerfulness,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  winning 
a  Bmile  fVoia  her  fellow-Buflerer. 

A  coloasal  statae  of  Liberty,  compoHed  of  day,  like  the 
liberty  of  the  time,  then  stood  in  tbe  middle  of  the  Place  do 
la  Concorde,  on  Ibe  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Obelisk  ;  the 
scaffold  was  erected  beside  this  statue.  Upon  amving  thero 
Madame  Roland  descended  from  the  cart  in  which  sne  had 
rode.  Jost  ss  the  executioner  had  seized  her  arm  to  enable 
ber  to  be  the  first  to  mount  to  the  ^illotine,  she  displayed 
one  of  those  noble  snd  tender  consiaerations  for  others  only 
a  woman's  heart  could  conceive,  or  put  into  practice  at  such 
a  moment.  "  Stay !"  said  she,  momentaiily  resisting  the 
man's  grasp.  "  I  have  one  only  favor  to  ask,  and  that  is 
not  for  myself:  I  beseech  yon  grant  it  me."  Then  turning 
to  the  old  man,  she  said, "  Do  you  precede  me  to  die  scaffold ; 
to  see  my  blood  flow  would  be  making  you  suffer  the  bitter- 
ness of  death  twice  over.  I  must  spare  you  the  pain  of 
witnessing  mypunishmenL"  The  executioner  allowed  this 
arrangement  to  be  made. 

Wbat  a  proof  this  of  a  mind  imbued  with  a  sensibility 
so  exqui^te  and  delicate  bb  to  fofget  its  own,  sufferings,  to 
think  only  of  saving  one  pang  to  an  aged,  an  unknovm 
old  man  t  and  bow  clearly  does  this  one  little  trait  attest 
the  heroic  calmness  with  which  diis  celebrated  woman 
met  her  death ;  this  one  closing  act  of  her  life  should  be 
sufficient  to  vindicate  her  character  before  both  God  and 

After  tbe  execution  of  Lamarche,  which  she  heard  with 
out  changing  color,  Madame  Roland  stepped  lightly  up  to 
the  scaSbld,  and  bowing  before  the  statue  of  Liberty,  as 
though  to  do  homage  to  a  power  for  whom  she  was  about  to 
die,  exclaimed,  "OLiberty!  Liberty!  how  many  crimes  are 
committed  in  thy  name  !"  She  then  resigned  herself  to  the 
hands  of  tbe  executioner,  and  in  a  few  seconds  her  head 
fell  into  the  basket  placed  to  receive  it 

IX 

Thus  perished  a  woman  whose  eariiest  and  fondest  dream 

had  been  the  Revolution,  and 'who  had  created  in  the  mind 

of  her  aged  partner  a  hatred  for  royalty  resembling  her  own ; 
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who  but  comKutiicated  her  feeHnge  to  a  set  of  jDung,  elo- 
quent, and  enthusiaBtic  men,  attached  to  antique  theories, 
and  who  found  in  tbe  lips  and  ejea  of  their  goddew  a 
species  of  endlesa  adoi^ion.  The  pure  and  involuntary 
affection  with  which  her  beauty  and  g^niua  inspired  tbeni, 
was  tbe  magic  circle  that  retained  around  her  so  many 
superior  men,  who  were  prevented  by  various  diSerencee 
of  opinion,  from  preserving  tbe  same  bond  of  anion  when 
beyond  her  influence ;  they  were  spell-boand  by  ber  talents, 
aad,  highly  imaginative  themselves,  placed  their  whole  con- 
fidence in  tbe  imagination  of  their  idol,  who  thus  became 
their  oracle  as  weU. 

Sbe'led  them  on  till  one  after  the  other  periabed  on  tbe 
scaffold,  where  she  followed  them,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Girande  departed  forever,  with  tbe  last  breath  exhaled  from 
the  lips  of  Madame  Roland,  who  bore  tben  the  same  resem- 
blance to  tbe  repubUc  she  will  ever  preserve  in  tbe  eyes  of 
posterity ;  hke  it  she  was  premature  and  idea)— -beautifiil 
to  view,  eloquent  to  listen  to,  but  her  footsteps  wwe  marked 
with  the  blood  of  her  friends,  atid  her  head  fell  beneath  tbe 
same  sword  that  bad  immolated  bo  many  others  in  the  sight 
of  a  people  who  no  longer  acknowledged  her. 

Her  Iwdy,  the  idol  of  so  many  hearts,  was  thrown  into 
''  1  fosse  at  Clamart. 


Tbe  grief  of  M.  Roland,  when  apprised  of  his  wife's 
execution,  knew  no  bounds — to  live  without  her  was  im- 
possible ;  and  without  saying  a  word  of  bis  intention,  he 
quitted  the  bospitable  roof  that  bad  sheltered  bim  for  the 
last  six  months ;  through  the  greater  part  of  tbe  nigbt  be 
continued  his  flight,  but  with  no  fixed  design,  save  that  of 
removing  to  the  greatest  possible  distance  from  bis  late 
asylum,  so  as  to  destroy  all  trace  of  himself,  and  to  prevent 
his  kind  protectors  from  incurring  any  danger  on  bie  ac- 
count. When  morning  dawned  he  beheld  both  heaven  and 
earth  with  horror — b^  drew  a  long  stiletto  from  the  inside 
of  bis  walking  slick,  and  leaning  the  head  of  it  against  tbe 
trunk  of  an  apple-tree  growing  by  the  side  of  tbe  high  road, 
threw  bimself  upon  the  point  of  tbe  weapon,  which  pierced 
bis  hearL  Some  shepherds,  passing  witb'tbeir  flocks,  dis- 
corered  bis  inanimate  body  lying  bewde  a  ditch ;  a  P»P"r 
pinned  to  tbe  breast  of  hia  coat  bore  these  words — "  Who- 
ever thou  art  that  findeet  theee  romains.  respect  them  aa 
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tbo«0  of  a  virtuous  man.     After  my  wife's  deuh,  1  would 
not  remain  another  day  upon  this  eatth  so  Koiiied  with 

Thus  did  M.  Roland  mix  up  the  confeMaon  of  his  own 
repubhcuusm,  his  love  for  virtoe,  and  his  ardent  affection 
for  his  wife,  aren  is  the  epitspii  he  wrote  fat  himself  Raised 
too  high  I7  the  a^tation  of  a  civil  tempest— suppotted  by 
the  boiTOwed  genius  of  a  wconan  in  a  poudon  &r  above 
his  nUural  level — and  intoxicated  with  the  part  he  was  call- 
ed uptxi  lo  play,  he  mistook  probity  for  virtue,  when  it  is, 
in  reality,  only  the  baus  of  it  Still  h.^  strove  with  all  the 
courage  of  aocient  days  to  preserve  the  republic  from  anar- 
chy, and  victims  from  perisoing  on  the  scafiold,  aod  his  re- 
ward was  such  a  death  as  resembles  a  page  torn  from  the 
records  of  antiqu^ — his  end  resembled  that  of  both  Cato 
and  Seneca ;  like  Cato  he  died  for  the  liberty  of  his  country 
— ^like  Seneca  he  fbrieited  his  life  for  the  love  (^  a  woman, 
and  a  drop  of  teoder  affecti<m  appears  to  have  bedewed  the 
republican  dagger  with  which  no  pierced  his  hean ;  this 
excess  of  love,  eombined  vritb  so  much  patriotum,  iDvests 
the  death  of  M.  Roland  with  a  mixture  of  romance  and 
pathos;  and  if  his  death  be  the  greatest  act  he  ever_^ com- 
mitted, the  individual  who  has  hitherto  appeared  as  an  or- 
dinary character,  becomes  a  bero  by  that  death ;  and  M. 
Roland  could  scarcely  be  said  to  have  lived  in  vain,  either 
for  glory  or  Uberty,  since  his  career  was  tenmnated  in  a 
T  worthy  of  antiquity. 


WuiT,  wben  Ilolaitd,  and  his  wife,  thus  died,  were  their 
deaTMt  friends  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  P6tion,  Louvet,  Valady, 
Guadet,  and  Salles,  whom  we  left  quitliiig  as  iueitives  in 
Gironde,  doing  1  The  commissaries  of  La  Montagoe, 
Ysabeaii  and  Tallien,  had  preceded  tbem  to  Bordeaux. 

These  representatives,  cnrlnng  Jacobinism  with  energy, 
and  spreading  terror,  had  in  a  few  days  annihilated  federal- 
ism, aroused  the  faubourgs  of  Bordeaux  against  the  town,  in- 
carcerated the  merchants,  bestowed  power  on  the  people, 
inaugurated  the  guillotine,  recruited  the  clubs,  and  turned 
their  own  couatiy  agaiaot  the  QirondiUa,     The  submission 
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of  IiyonB,  the  extermination  of  Toulon,  and  the  pnaJDhment 
of  Vergniaud  and  hie  friends  had  appalled,  and  to  appear* 
aBce  converted  La  Gironde  to  the  unity  of  the  republic. 
On  no  side  was  a  more  vehement  patriotism  a&cted.  In 
no  quarter  nas  complicity  with  the  proscribed  repreaeota' 
tires  more  dreaded.  In  no  part  was  there  more  danger  of 
being  suspected.  Terror  was  more  vigilant  in  Bordeaux 
than  elsewhere.  Each  hamlet  of  La  Gironde  had  its  com- 
mittee of  public  safety,  its  revolutionary  army,  its  deonnci- 
atoiB,  and  its  executioners. 

Arrived  at  Bec-d'Ambds,  Ghiadet  bad  left  his  collea^ea 
concealed  in  the  bouse  of  his  &ther-in-Iaw.  This  asylum 
was  precarious.  Quadet  had  gone  to  prepBTfl  for  diem  one 
more  safe  in  the  little  tovni  of  St.  JSmilion,  his  nadve  country. 
But  even  in  St.  Emilion  he  could  only  find  a  safe  retreat, 
for  two.  There  were  seven  of  them.  The  messenger  who' 
brought  Aem  this  sorrowiul  news  to  Bec-d'Amb^  found 
the  fugkives  already  aurrounded'by  the  battalions  sent  fivm 
Bordeaux,  barricaded  in  their  dwellings,  and  aimed  with 
a  few  braces  of  pistols  and  a  blunderbuss — arms  only  suffi- 
cient to  avenge,  bnt  not  to  defend  themselves.  Night  cov- 
ered their  fligfaL  They  went  toward  St.  Emihon:  not  as 
to  a  place  of  safety,  but  as  to  one  of  similar  destruction. 
The  satellites  of  Tallien,  who  forced  open  their  boase  at 
Bec-d'Ambds  some  moments  after  tbMr  fli^t,  vrrcAe  to  the 
Convention  that  they  had  found  their  beds  still  warm. 

GuadeC'fl  father,  an  <Jd  man,  serenty'two  yeais  of  age, 
generously  opened  his  house  to  them. 

The  friend  of  his  son  appeued  as  other  sons  to  him;  fer 
whose  sake  he  would  have  blushed  to  spare  the  remnant 
of  hia  days.  Hardly  were  they  shelteied  ibr  aoDie  hours  in 
ihb  suspected  house,  when  the  approach  of  fifty  troopeia, 
who  had  followed  their  march  across  the  country,  was  an- 
nounced. TaUien  himself  hunted  them  with  the  most 
disciplitied  bloodhounds  of  the  Bordeaux  polica.  The 
Gtirondist  deputies  had  twice  to  disperse.  TaUien  placed 
Guadet's  father  under  the  sorveiUance  of  two  armed  men, 
chai^d  to  watch  his  movements,  his  speech,  and  hia  vtry 
looks.  He  confiscated  the  property  of  the  son.  He  organ" 
ised  a  chib  of  terrorists  in  the  very  town  where  the  Girond- 
isla  had  sheared  tbemselves  fivm  terrof. 
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One  woman  alone  devoted  herself  to  save  them  :  ahe  was 
the  •ister-in-law  of  Guadet,  Madame  Bouquey. 

loformed  of  her  brother-in-law's  danger,  and  that  of  bia 
friends,  she  had  joumeyed  from  Paris,  where  she  resided 
without  alarm,  to  console  men,  of  whom  thet  greater  part 
were  unknown,  though  some  were  very  dear,  to  her.  Pilj. 
that  wealuiess  of  woman,  becomes  strength  in  great  events, 
and  consoles  revolutions  by  the  heroism  of  devotion.  Gua- 
det, Barbaroux,  Suzot,  pgtion,  Valady,  Louvet,  and  Salles 
entered  secretly  in  the  night  into  &  subterraneous  refuge 
which  Madame  Bouquey  hod  prepared  for  them.  The 
depth  of  the  ground  was  alone  deep  and  silent  enough  to 
bury  the  Girondists  alive.  This  retreat  was  a  catacomb. 
It  opened  on  one  side  upon  a  cavern  thirty  feet  in  depth  ; 
on  ate  other  upon  a  cellar  of  the  boose.  No  domiciliary 
visit  could  discover  its  entrance.  One  dread  alone  occu- 
pied the  generous  hostess'  of  the  Girondists — it  was  that  of 
being  imprisoned  herself.  What  would  become  of  ber 
guests  buried  in  this  sepulchre,  the  vail  of  which  she  alone 
could  open  1  She  dreaded  also  to  betray  them  by  the  pur- 
chase of  the  proviuon  necessary  tor  so  many  mouths. 
Dearth  pervaded  the  markets.  Bread  was  distributed 
only  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
bouse,  and  under  the  orders  of  the  municipality.  Madame 
Bouquey  could  only  claim  a  pound  of  bread  per  day. 
She  deprived  herself  to  divide  this  morsel  among  the  pro- 
scribed eight.  Vegetables,  dried  &nit,  some  poultry,  stealth- 
ily purchased,  composed  the  nourishment  of  theee  men,  who 
dissembled  their  hunger.  Gayely,  however,  that  bitter  salt 
of  misfertune,  reigned  in  these  repasts  of  the  Spartans. 

When  the  search  was  relaxed,  Madame  Bouquey  released 
her  fiiends  from  the  cavern.  She  made  them  sit  at  her 
table,  breathe  the  fresh  air,  and  see  the  heavens  at  night. 
She  had  procured  them  paper  and  books.  Barbaroux 
wrote  his  memoirs ;  Buzot  bk  defense.  Louvet  marked 
his  recitals  with  the  light  pen  with  which  he  had  written 
hia  romances ;  himself  the  hero  of  his  own  adventure, 
P6tion  also  wrote,  but  with  a  miwe  severe  hand.  The 
mysteries  of  his  popularity,  so  unworthily  acqnired  and  so 
courageously  abdicated,  were  revealed  under  his  |>en.  This 
confidence,  doubtless,  explained  this  man,  small  in' power, 
great  in  adversity. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  the  day  on  which  Madame 
Roland  died  in  Puis,  a  low,  Tagae  rumor  of  the  preseocs 
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of  die  Girondists  at  Madame  Bouqney's  was  spread  through 
St.  Emilion.  They  were  obliged  to  disperse  themselves  bj 
groups  into  other  asylums.  The  separation  resembled  a 
last  adieu.  None  knew  where'  he  was  going.  Yalady 
alone  took  the  route  of  the  Pyrenees.  Peath  awaited  him 
there.  He  marched  blindly  on  to  his  fate.  Barbaroux, 
Potion,  and  Buzot,  linking  their  life  and  death  in  an  indb- 
soluble  fiiendship,  bent  their  steps  across  the  fields  on  the 
coast  of  the  lands  of  Bordeaux,  hoping  that  their  track 
might  in  this  desert  be  concealed.  Guadet,  Salles,  and 
Louvet  passed  this  first  day  in  a  quany.  A  friend  of 
Giiadet's  was  to  come,  to  ttdie  them  at  the  close  of  day, 
and  conduct  them  six  learuee  thence  to  the  house  of  a  rich 
lady  whose  cause  Guadet  had  once  pleaded,  and  whose  for- 
tnne  he  had  saved.  The  iriend  wanted  courage  and  came 
not.  Guadet  and  his  triends  set  out  alone,  and  depending 
oa  chance.  The  cold,  the  snow,  and  the  run,  fioze  their 
badly'Covered  limbs.  ArriTed,  at  lenetb,  at  four  in  the 
raorning,  at  his  client's  gate,  Guadet  knocked,  named  himself, 
and  was  repulsed.  He  rettuned  in  despair  to  his  firiende. 
He  found  Louvet  had  Jointed  from  hanger  and  cold  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree.  Qiiadet  returned  to  the  house,  and  in  vain 
implored,  first  a  bed,  then  fire,  and  afterward  a  glass  of 
wine,  for  an  expiring  friend.  Ingratitude  allowed  him  to 
lament  and  die  without  an  answer.  Guadet  again  return- 
ed. His  care,  and  that  of  Salles,  restored  Louvet,  who 
then  took  the  desperate  resolution  which  saved  him. 

Followed  by  tbe  image  of  his  mbtress,  whom  he  bad 
left  in  Paris,  he  decided  to  see  her  again,  or  to  perish  in 
the  attempt  He  embraced  Salles  and  Guadet,  divided 
with  them  some  assignats  which  ha  had  left,  and  departed 
alone,  upon  the  route  to  Paris. 

in. 

Guadet,  Salles,  Potion,  Barbaroux,  and  Buzot  fimnd 
themselTes  on  the  following  night  at  St.  Smilion,  again 
united  by  the  care  of  thmr  bene&ctress,  in  the  house  of  a 
poor  but  htmest  mechanio. 

It  was  there  they  heard  the  tragical  end  of  Yergniaud 
and  their  friends.  They  caleulat^  stoically  bow  many 
blows  remained  still  to  be  struck  by  the  guillotine  in  order 
that  all  the  GKrondists  should  fall.  Their  soul  was  elevated 
to  the  scaffold.     But  when  it  was  announced  to  them,  some 
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days  afterward  that  Madame  Roland  had  suffsred,  theii 
Boula  melted,  and  they  wept.  BuzoC  drew  forth  bia  kiiife 
to  sti-ike  himself.  He  was  aeized  with  a  long  attack  of 
delirium,  during  which  he  allowed  cries  to  escape  him 
which  revealed  all  the  secret  and  suffering  of  his  heart. 
His  friends  wrested  the  weapon  fi'om  his  hanib,  allayed 
his  fever,  and  made  him  swear  to  support  existence  fbi 
her  sake,  who  had  so  nobly  borne  death.  Buzot  fell  from 
that  day  into  a  state  of  melancholy  and  silence,  which  was 
only  interrupted  by  sigba  and  inarticulate  invocationa. 
The  recoil  of  the  ax  which  had  decapitated  Madame 
Roland,  bruised  no  soul  so  deeply  as  that  of  Buzot.  Death 
had  not  altogether  broken,  but  it  had  opened  the  seal  of 
his  heart. 

The  proscribed  five  breathed  yet  for  some  weeks  in  this 
new  asylum.  The  oeciUattons  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  made  the  Convention  lean  sometimes  to  the  aide  of 
indulgence,  at  others  to  that  of  terror,  at  Bordeaux,  £x.e- 
cutiona  were  constanL  Grangeneuve  and  Biroteau  had 
juat  fallen ;  but  victimB  were  less  sought  for.  The  &itbful 
Troquart,  the  host  of  the  refugees  at  St  Emilion,  flattered 
them  with  some  hope  of  mitigatioD.  This  calm  waa  tran- 
sient. CommiMionerB,  still  more  implacable,  sent  from 
Palis,  revived  the  thirst  of  vengeance  which  had  drawn 
breath  in  La  Giitmde.  The  maiority  of  these  commis- 
sioners were  young  Cordeliers  ana  Jecolniis  of  Paris,  sdll 
beardless,  whom  Hubert's  party-  let  loose  upon  Mantes, 
Tn^es,  and  Bordeaux,  to  excite  them  to  blood.  Their 
youth  excused  their  nameB.  They  revived  piuuehmenlB, 
and  sent  to  tite  Convention  bulletina  of  the  guillotine,  com- 
parable to  those  of  Collot  d'Herbois  at  Lyons,  of  Fou<^i 
at  Toulon,  and  Maignet  at  Maraeilles.  The  arrival  of  these 
proconsuls  suppressed  all  pity  in  the  soul,  and  deprived 
the  proscribed  of  all  asylum. 

They  sent  from  Bordeaux  to  St.  Emilion  detachments 
of  the  revolutionary  array,  directed  by  a  police  spy  named 
Marion,  who  bad  trained  dogs  to  track  the  Federalists. 
The  republic  thus  imitated  those  .  men-bunla  which  the 
Spaniards  had  practiced  in  the  forests  of  America.  Marion 
believed  that  the  Girondists  were  hidden  in  the  quarries  of 
St,  Emilion.  He  arrived  at  night,  without  being  expected,' 
with  hie  iroopa.  He  silently  sutrouiided  the  house  of  the 
&ther,  the  friends,  and  relations  of  Guadet,  and  let  loose 
his  dogs  in  the  caverns,  as  upon  the  track  of  wild  beasts. 
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He  emokad  the  entrance  of  some  grottoes.  The  dogs  re> 
lumed  without  their  pi'ey. 

Another  hunter,  however,  of  Tallien's,  named  Favereau, 
penetrated  vrith  bis  satellites  the  dwelhng  of  O-uadet's 
mfacr.  These  men  had  vainly  searched  the  house  through, 
and  wera  already  retmcing  the  emptor  corridors,  when  one 
of  the  gau  £t»me»,  who  had  remained  behind,  thought  he 
perceived  that  the  inner  garret  was  smaller  than  the  ex- 
terior walla  of  the  house.  He  recalled  his  companions. 
They  sounded  the  walls  with  the  butt'eod  of  their  muskets. 
They  applied  their  ears  to  them.  The  noise  of  the  cocking 
of  a  pistol  was  heard.  It  waa  Gnadet,  who,  finding  him- 
aelf  diacovered,  loaded  his  pistol  to  kill  or  to  avenge  himsel£ 
At  this  sound  the  jvfu  tformw  sammoned  the  proscribed 
to  surrender  themselves.  The  waS  crumbled  to  pieces. 
Onadet  and  Salles  broke  it  in  coming  out.  They  were 
drawn  forth,  chained,  and  conducted  in  triumph  to  Bor- 
deaux. They  were  both  beyond  the  law.  JudgnMint  was 
superfluous.  Their  names  constituted  their  crime  and 
their  arrest  Salles,  condemned  to  die  on  that  very  day, 
requested  the  mf  ans  of  writing  to  his  wi&  and  childi-en. 
Hie  soul  poured  itself  forth  in  adieus  so  touching  that  his- 
toiy  has  preserved  them. 

"  When  you  receive  this  letter,"  wrote  SaUee  to  his  wife. 
"  I  shall  oiuy  live  in  the  memory  of  those  who  love  me. 
What  a  charge  I'leave  to  you !  Three  children,  and  noth- 
ing to  bring  them  up  upon.  However,  console  yourself  I 
shall  not  have  died  witbout  having  bewailed  you,  without 
having  hoped  in  your  courage ;  and  it  fomU  one  of  my 
consolations  to  think  that  you  will  gladly  lire  on  account  iA 
your  innocent  family.  My  love,  I  know  your  sensibility, 
and  I  love  to  beUeve  that  you  shed  bitter  tean  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  roan  who  desired  to  render  you  happy,  and  whose 
principal  pleasure  ccnsisted  in  the  education  of  his  two 
sons  and  beloved  daughter.  But  vrill  you  neglect  to  dream 
tliat  your  second  consideration  belongs  to  them  t  They  aro 
deprived  of  a  father ;  and  they  can,  at  least,  by  their  inno- 
cent caresses,  fill  up  the  void  of  those  which  I  can  no 
more  lavish  on  you.  Charlotte!  I  have  done  oveiy  tiling 
to  preserve  my  life.  I  thought  to  devote  myself  to  you, 
and,  above  all,  to  my  country.  It  appeared  to  me  that  tfas 
eyee  of  the  people  were  fascinated  by  the  sentiTnents  of 
your  unhappy  husband — that  they  would  one  day  open 
them,  and  would  learn  from  me  bow  dear  dieir  intenalK 
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are  to  me,  I  thought  I  ought  also  to  live  to  collect,  on  ac 
count  of  my  friendB,  all  the  monuments  I  thought  useful  to 
their  memonr.  Lastly,  I  ought  to  live  for  yeu,  for  my 
family,  and  ior  my  children.  Heaven  dispoaea  otherwise. 
I  die  calmly.  I  promised  in  my  declaivtion,  after  the 
events  of  the  3lBt  of  May,  that  I  should  know  bow  to  die 
at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold  1  I  believe  I  can  affirm  that  I 
sh^l  keep  my  promise.  My  love,  bewail  me  not.  Death, 
aa  it  appeals  to  me,  will  not  have  any  bitter  agony  in  store 
fin  me.  I  have  already  made  a  trial  of  it.  I  have  been 
fbi  an  entire  year  in  troubles  i^  every  idud.  I  have 
never  murmured  at  them.  At  the  moment  when  I  was 
sei'^ed,  I  had  twice  presented  a  pistol  at  my  forehead, 
which  missed  lire.  I  desired  not  to  be  taken  alive.  At 
any  rate  I  have  this  advantage,  that  of  having  druDk  before- 
hand all  the  bitterness  of  the  chalice ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  moment  is  not  so  painful.  Charlotte,  bury  your 
grief,  and  only  inspire  our  children  with  modest  virtues.  It 
'a  so  difficult  to  do  well  for  one's  country.  Brutus,  in 
poiguarding  a  tyrant — Cato,  in  piercing  his  boaom  to 
escape  from  him— did  not  prevent  Borne  from  beiug  op- 
pressed. I  believe  myself  to  be  devoted  for  the  people. 
If,  as  a  recompense,  I  receive  death,  I  have  the  conscience 
of  my  good  intentiotis.  It  is  sweet  to  think  that  I  bear  to 
the  tomb  my  own  esteem,  and  that  one  day  that  of  the  pub- 
lic win  be  rendered  to  me.  My  love  I '  I  leave  you  in 
misery  1  what  grief  for  me !  And  if  they  should  give  you 
all  I  possessed,  you  vrould  not  have  even  bread,  for  yon 
know,  whatever  people  may  bave  said,  that  I .  possessed 
nothing.  However,  Charlotte,  let  not  this  consideration 
plunge  you  in  despair.  Work,  my  love  I  you  can  do  so. 
Tea^  your  children  to  work  wfaen  they  are  old  enough. 
Oht  my  beloved;  if  you  could  in  this  way  avoid  havm? 
recourse  to  strangen!  Be,  if  it  be  poeeible,  as  proud  as  I, 
Hope  still;  hope  in  Him  who  is  all  powerful;  He  is  my 
consolation  in  this  last  moment.  The  human  race  has  long 
since  recognised  his  existence ;  and  I  have  too  much  reason 
to  think  that  order  must  reign  in  some  part,  not  to  believe 
in  the  immortabty  of  my  soul.  He  is  great,  just,  and  good, 
that  God  before  whose  tribunal  I  am  about  to  appear.  I 
bear  to  bim  a  heart,  if  not  exempt  from  weakness,  at  least 
devoid  of  crime,  and  pare  in  intention  :  and  88  Rousseau 
so  well  expresses  it, '  who  slumbers  in  the  bosom  of  a  father 
is  not  anxuHiB  about  awakening)' 
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"Kiss  my  children,  love  tbem,  educate  them;  comfort 
jrourself,  and  console  my  mother  and  my  family.  Adieu, 
ftdieu  forever !  "  Your  own 

"  Salleb." 

IV. 

"And  you,  who  are  youl"  they  askod  GaadeL  "I 
am  Guadet"  "  Executioner,"  replied-  the  Eschlnes  of  La 
Gironde,  "  do  your  office.  G!o  with  my  head  in  your  hand, 
and  demand  your  wagea  from  the  tyrants  of  my  coun- 
try ;  they  never  saw  it  without  blenching ;  in  beholding  it, 
they  will  again  tarn  pale."  On  proceeding  to  death, 
Guadet  said  to  the  people: — "Look  at  me  well;  behold 
the  last  of  your  represeatatiyee."  Upon  the  scaffold,  Guadet 
desired  to  apeak  j  the  drums  drowned  hia  voice.  "  People," 
cried  he,  indignantly,  "  behold  the  eloquence  of  tyrants ! 
tiiey  stifle  the  voice  of  the  free  man,  that  silence  may 
cover  their  crimes."  ^ 

Barbaronx,  Potion,  and  Buzot  learned  at  Saint  Emilion 
c^the  arrest  and  death  of  their  colleagues.  The  ground, 
every  where  undermined  around  them,  could  not  delay  to 
engulf  them.  They  departed  by  night  from  their  refuge, 
carrying  as  their  only  provision  a  hollow  loaf,  into  which 
the  foresight  of  their  host  had  inaertad  a  piece  of  cold  meat ; 
and  they  had,  besides,  some  handsful  of  green  peas  in  the 
pockets  of  their  garments.  They  walked  as  chance  direct- 
ed a  part  of  the  night  The  long  immobility  of  their  limbs 
in  the  refuges  wherein  they  had  languished  for  eight  months, 
had  enervated  their  streugdi ;  above  all  that  of  Barbaroux ; 
his  weight,  his  stature,  and  a  precocious  obesity,  rendered 
him  ill  adapted  for  walking. 

At  break  of  day  the  three  friends  found,  near  Chatillon,  a 
village,  of  the  name  and  site  of- which  they  were  ignorant. 
It  was  the  day  of  the  village  featival.  The  fife  and  drum 
resannding  through  the  lanes,  convoked,  before  Aurora 
dawned,  the  inhabitants  to  the  banquet  and  the  dance. 
Volunteers,  with  the  musket  upon  their  shoulders,  passed, 
sinking  upon  their  march.  The  fugitives,  their  minds  ab- 
soroed  in  their  ntuation,  tormented  by  aleepl  issness  and 
fever,  thou^it  that  the  roll-call  was  beaten,  and  that  every 
one  was  roaming  the  fields  to  approach  them.  They  halted, 
huddled  themselves  under  the  snelter  of  a  hedge,  and  ap- 
peared to  deliberate  a  moment.  Suddenly  some  eliepherds, 
who  observed  them  from  afer,  saw  the  light  of  the  priming, 
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(otd  beard  the  repoit  of  fire-amu.  One  of  the  three  saa- 
pected  meti  fell  with  his  Jace  to  the  earth,  the  other  twu 
fled  with  all  speed,  and  disappeared  iu  the  confines  of  ■ 
wood.     The  volunteers  ran  toward  the  report. 

They  found  a  young  man  of  elevated  stature,  of  noble 
form,  with  a  glance  not  yet  extinguished,  welteiing  iu  his 
blood.  He  had|  ehivered  hii  jaw  by  a  pistol-shoL  Hia 
mutilated  toneue  refused  him  any  other  language  than 
signs.  Tbey  Dore  him  off  to  Castillon.  His  tinen  was 
marked  with  an  R.  and  a  B.  They  asked  hiiQ  if  fae  were 
Buzot ;  he  raised  his  head : .  if  he  were  Barbaroux,  he  low- 
ered  it  affirmatirely.  Conducted  to  Bordeaux  upon  a  tum- 
bril, and  bedewing  the  streets  with  his  blood,  he  was  recog- 
nized firom  the  beauty  of  his  form ;  and  the  blade  of  die 
guillotine  ended  his  misery,  by  separatiag  his  head  fimn  bia 
body. 

-•V. 

No  one  knowa  what  the  foreMs  and  darkness  conceal 
relative  to  the  &te,  during  the  many  days  and  nights  of 
F6lion  and  Buzot.  Was  the  suicide  of  their  young  compan- 
ion a  weakness  or  an  example  in  their  eyes  t  ■  Did  they 
fire  a  pistol  at  themselves  upon  the  approach  of  some  savag« 
beast,  whoee  steps  they  mistook  for  those  of  men  who  fol- 
lowed them  1  Did  they  open  their  veins  at  the  foot  of  some 
tree  f  Did  they  die  of  hunger,  of  fatigue,  or  of  cold  %  Did 
the  one  survive  the  other  f  And  who  last  remained  and 
expired  upon  the  corpse  of  his  comrade  t  In  fine,  did  they 
die  is  a  nocturnal  and  deadly  combat,  against  the  carnivor- 
ous animals  who  pursued  them  as  approaching  prey  1 

Mystery !  that  most  terrible  of  aJl  fetes,  involves  in  ob- 
scurity the  last  moments  of  Buzot  and  Potion  I  The  glean- 
ers only,  some  days  after  the  death  of  Barbaroux,  found, 
here  and  there,  in  a  cornfield,  at  the  confines  of  a  wood, 
torn  hats,  shoes,  aitd  some  tatters  of  human  remains,  rent  in 
pieces  by  the  wolves.  These  gannenta,  these  remains,  were 
all  that  were  loft  of  Potion  and  Buzot  I  The  soil  of  the 
republic  could  not  ev«n  find  sopulture  tor  the  men  who  had 
establiahed  .L  All  La  Gironde  had  vanished  with  these 
two  last  tri'uunes.  They  left;  it  to  time  to  resolve  the  enigma 
of  popularity.  The  one  who  bad  been  called  King  Petion, 
and  the  other,  who  was  sttl)  derisively  styled  le  Rot  Btteot, 
bad  come  from  Paris  and  from  Caen  to  seek  their  destiny 
ill  a  furrow  in  the  fields  of  La  Gironde,     Tlif  land  of  feder> 
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atism  itself  devoured  tbeee  meo,  tbeee  men  guilty  nf  a  dream 
gainst  unity  of  the  country  I  la  aay  other  decision  neces- 
eary  t  Can  we  decide  from  the  devoured  and  dislocated 
remaiiis  left  by  the  wild  beaatB  upon  the  field  of  death.  No  1 
let  Jte  faewail  Uiem,  let  ua  bury  them  and  paas  on  I 

VI. 

The  Revolution  in  these  last  nopths  of  1793,  and  in  the 
first  months  of  1764,  seemed  to  retrace  its  steps,  as  a  con- 
queror after  a  victory,  to  strike,  one  by  one,  the  men  who 
had  endeavored  to  modify  and  arrest  it,  commencing  with 
those  the  nearest  allied  to  it,  and  ending  with  those  who 
held  themselves  most  apart  ti'om  it :  the  Grirondists  first,  and 
their  partisans,  the  constitutionatiBts,  afterward,  and  the  pure 
royahsts  last. 

The  great  names  of  the  Constituent  Assembly  seemed  to 
be  lively  protestations  affainst  the  theoiies  of  die  r^ublic 
CoDBtitntional  royalty,  which  the  monarcbists  bad  defended, 
accused  the  tyranny  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 
The  legal  hberty  which  they  had  shown  in  perspective,  con- 
trasted  with  the  dictatorship  of  La  Montagne.  They  could 
not  permit  these  witnesses  and  accusetv  to  live  even  though 
mute.  Mirxbeau  was  no  more.  The  Pantheoa  had  rescued 
him  (tmu  the  scaffold.  La  Fayette  expiated,  in  the  mines 
of  Olmutz,  die  crime  of  moderation.  Clermont- Tonnere 
was  dead,  murdered  on  die-  3d  of  September.  Cazal^ 
and  Maury  were  in  exile.  The  Lameths  wandered  in  the 
land  of  d)e  stranger.  Si6yds  was  silent  or  afiected  to  slum- 
ber, at  the  foot  of  La  Montagne.  The  right  side  groaned 
in  prisons.  Bamave,  i>uport,  and  Bailly  still  lived.  They 
were  thought  of.  A  remembrance  of  the  Jacobins  was 
death.  Misfortune  to  the  name  which  was  pronounced  too 
loud.  That  of  Bamave  still  echoed  in  the  memory  of  the 
reformeiB  of  the  monarch. 

vn. 

Since  the  18th  of  August,  Bamave,  useless  from  that  pe- 
riod in  the  councils  of  ibe  qneeo,  bad  retired  to  Grenoble, 
his  native  city.  He  was  there  received  as  a  man  who  had 
adorned  his  country  by  the  brilliancy  rf  his  talent  and  the 
probity  of  his  life.  They  reproached  him  little  for  with- 
drawing him^If  aside  fi^m  the  republican  movements 
which  exceeded  his  opinions.  He  was  considered  ss  one 
of  those  instruments  which  die  pe<^le  reject,  when  they 
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have  done  their  work,  but  wbich  they  do  not  break.  Bai 
nave,  without  applauding  the  republic,  but  without  protest- 
ing a^nst  it,  limited  hinwelf  to  the  iiilfillinent  of  his  dutie* 
as  a  citiz«D.  He  refused  emigration,  tbe  road  to  which  wu 
open  to  him  at  some  etepe  from  the  house  of  bi«  father. 
He  condnued  to  enjoy  this  popularity  of  esteem  which 
sometimes  survives  lost  position.  He  had  been  implicated 
in  Paris,  in  the  suspicions  which  were  current  in  1794,  upon 
a  pretended  Austnan  committee.  Fauchet  had  given  mm 
to.  understand  this,  as  well  as  the  Lameths,  Duport,  and 
Uontmorin,  in  an  act  of  accusation  which  sent  these  secret 
counselors  of  Louis  XVI.  befoi-e  the  high  national  court  of 
Orleans. 

BamaTe  learned  his  crime  by  this  act  of  accusation.  He 
was  arrested,  during  the  night,  in  his  country  bouse  of  Saint 
Rfibert,  in  the  envtrona  of  Grenoble.     Conducted  to  the 

Srison  of  this  town,  his  mother  came  to  see  him  under  the 
isguise  of  a  servant.  From  the  depth  of  his  cell,  Bamave 
followed  with  his  eve  the  phases  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
misfortunes  of  the  king.  He  only  regretted  his  liberty,  as 
he  could  not  defend,  by  his  voice,  befiire  the  Convention, 
tbe  head  of  this  prince. 

The  republic  tarried  not  to  listen  to  tliis  repentance. 
Bamave  languished  ten  months  in  the  fort  Barreux,  in  an 
alpine  and  frozen  region  of  the  mountains  which  bound 
France  and  Savoy.  The  frontier  was  beneath  hb  eyes. 
His  windows  were  not  barred.  Surveillance  slumbered. 
He  could  8y :  he  would  not  do  so.  "  Obscure,  I  would 
save  myself,"  said  he ;  "  but  celebrated  aikd  responsible  for 
the  great  acts  of  the  Revolution,  I  must  remain  to  answer 
for  my  opinions  with  my  head,  and  for  my  honor  with  my 
blood." 

VIII. 
He  employed  this  long  suspense  of  hb  destiny  in  extend- 
ing hie  ideas,  and  completing  his  political  studies.  Ho 
sounded  the  spirit  of  human  revolutions,  by  the  report  of 
those  of  his  own  country.  He  wrote  social  and  historical 
meditations  which  have  survived.  One  finds  therein  rather 
wisdom  than  genius.  One  admires  the  honesty  of  his  spirit 
One  does  not  feel  its  greatness.  One  feels  astonished  that 
such  a  voice  should  have  been  able  lo  balance,  during  an 
hour,  the  virile  voice  of  Mirabesu.  The  pretended  rival- 
ship,  between  these  two  orators,  is  only  explained,  by  that 
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itical  enror  of  all  sgea  and  <^  all  nadooe,  which  leveU,  to 
eye  of  tbe  moment,  men  who  can  not  be  ou  b  par  in  the 
eyes  of  the  fnture. 

Bamave  merited  neither  the  glory  nor  the  outrage  of  this 
comparison.  Limited  in  intelligence,  fluent  of  speech,  he 
was  one  of  those  men  at  tbe  bar  with  whom  eloqnence  is  an 
art  of  the  mind,  and  not  an  explosion  of  the  soul.  His 
true  honor  lay  in  having  been  worthy  of  being  ci'ushed  by 
Mirabeau.  The  desire  of  surpassing,  in  popularity,  bim 
whom  he  was  so  far  from  equaling  in  genius,  drew  from 
him,  during  some  months,  those  words  of  complaisance  fa- 
tal to  monarchy  and  to  hb  own  glory.  An  honest  man,  he 
compensated,  by  tbe  purity  of  his  public  life,  and  by  a 
generous  return  to  his  unibrtunate  king,  for  the  ill-obtained 
applause  of  the  multitude.  He  abdicated  his  popularity  as 
soon  as  it  became  the  reward  of  crime. 

IX. 
BamaTe  having  arrived  at  Paris,  the  Committee  of  Pub 
lie  Safety  were  embaTraesed  by  him. .  Danton,  on  his  return 
from  Arcis-suT-Aube,  sought  to  save  him.  He  promised 
this  to  Bamave's  mother  and  sister.  They  had  followed 
their  son  and  their  brother,  as  two  suppliants  attached  to 
the  wheels  of  tbe  carriagje  which  conclucted  him  to  Paris. 
Danton  dared  not  abide  by  his  promise.  The  only  favor 
which  Bamave  obtained,  was  that  of  embracing  bis  mother 
ind  sister,  for  the  last  time.  He  defended  himself  with 
^at  presence  of  mind,  and  remarkable  eloquence  of  dis- 
tussioo,  before  the  tribunal.  But  there  where  the  voice  of 
Vergniaud  had  withered,  what  could  the  cold  ailment  of 
Bamave  avail !  He  returned  to  his  cell  condemned.  The 
courageous  Baillot,  hie  colletwue  in  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly, came  there  to  console  his  last  hours.  Duport-Du- 
tertre,  the  ancient  minister  of  justice,  was  associated  with 
Bamave  in  judgment  and  punishment.  After  the  arrest, 
Duport  contented  himself  with  saying  disdainfiilly  to  hb 
judges,  "  In  a  revolution  the  people  kill  men,  posterity 
judges  them."  Duport  exhibited  more  firmness  upon  the 
tumbril  than  bis  companion.  He  was  perccnved  to  lean 
ofVen  toward  him,  and  animate  his  courage.  The  attitude 
of  Bamave  betrayed  an  enfeebled  body,  and  a  mind  framed 
rather  tot  the  tribune  than  the  scaffold.  His  ^reat  name, 
running  from  mouth  to  mouth,  silenced  the  crowd.  Tbe 
people  seemed  themselves  to  reflect  upon  these  vast  vicissi- 
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todes  of  popularity.     Tbej  did  utft  inault  the  ontor— diej 
left  him  to  die. 


Bailly  remained.  It  Boems  that  the  people  were  deat- 
roQB  of  Bvenfpiig  themielvee  by  their  oatrages,  for  the  es- 
teem which  they  hod  a  short  time  pierioiuly  laviihed  on 
tioB  mayor  of  Paria.  The  people  have  their  revenge.  It 
ia  almost  as  dangerona  to  pleaae  theoltoo  much  aa  to  ofiend 
them ;  they  punufa  their  idols  for  the  crime  of  having  se- 
duced them.  Bailly,  a  man  of  wealth,  a  philosopher,  a 
scholar,  and  iUustrious  astronomer,  impassioned  for  liberty, 
because  liberty  was  a  truth  of  the  greatest  acquirement  on 
earth,  cherished  in  bis  soul  the  religion  of  mankind.  His 
worship,  illumined  by  a  matured  reason,  ^lerated  itself  to 
&ith,  but  not  to  fanaticism.  As  president  of  the  National 
Assembly,  baving  taken  firat  the'  oath  of  the  Jen  de  Paiune 
(the  Tennis  Court),  hia  whole  conduct  bad  since  been  con- 
formable to  these  two  thoughts :  to  deprive  the  court  of 
despotic  power ;  and  to  restore  a  part  ot  die  power  to  the 
king,  in  order  to  preserve  gradatimi  in  ctrnqu^t,  and  order 
in  movement  He  was  a  civil  La  Fayette— •txne  of  those 
men  whom  new  ideas  place  in  advance,  and  crown  with 
esteem  and  honors  under  their  name.  The  name  of  Baillj 
waa  an  inscription  upon  die  fronti^nece  of  the  Revolution. 
If  Bailly  were  not  <»t  a  par  with  this  destiny  by  his  genius, 
be  waa  ao  by  Us  character.  His  administration  had  been 
a  series  of  triumphs  of  Ae  people  over  the  cQ.'rt.  When 
bloody  agitatdona  began  to  stain  the  victories  of  the  people, 
BuUy  spoke  as  a  wise  man,  and  acted  as  a  magiaCrate. 
One  single  day  lostdie  popularity  of  this  worthy  life.  That 
was  the  day  when  the  Girondisla,  nniCed~to  the  Jacot»nB, 
fomented  the  inBuriection  of  the  Chatnp-de-Mara.  Baitly, 
in  concordance  with  La  Fayette,  unfurled  toe  red  flag, 
marched  at  the  head  of  the  armed  ciuzens  against  sedition, 
and  crushed  the  tumolt  around  the  altar  of  the  country. 
Blood  was  abed ;  Bailly  felt  the  hittamen  of  it.  He  bo- 
came  the  execration  of  the  Jacolnns.  His  nftme  signified 
in  their  mouths  the  assassin  of  the  people.  H.^  could  no 
longer  govern  the  city  where  ibe  blood  spilled  called  out 
against  him.  He  abdicated  in  javor  of  Potion,  and  with- 
drew himself  for  two  years,  to  retirement,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Nantes. 

The  wearineea  of  repoee,  that  punishment  ~f  men  long 
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accustomed  to  the  bustle  of  businees,  eoon  attackecl  him. 
He  desired  again  to  approach  Paris,  to  hear,  at  a  less  dis- 
tance, the  movemeDtB  of  the  republic.  Recognized  by  the 
people,  he  was  rescued  with  difficulty  ftoni  the  fiiry  of  a 
meeting,  thrown  into  the  Conciorgerie,  and  sent  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal.  His  name  condemned  him.  He 
marched  to  death  amid  the  throng  of  the  multitude.  Hu 
punishment  was  no  less  than  a  protracted  assassination. 
His  head  bare,  his  hair  cut,  his  bands  tied  behind  his  back, 
with  an  enormous  cord ;  his  body  covered  only  by  a  ahirt, 
beneath  a  freezing  sky,  he  slowly  traversed  thQ  quarters  of 
the  capital.  The  reftiee  and  scum  of  Paris,  whom  be  had 
long  restrained  as  a  magistrate,  appeared  to  rise  and  pre- 
cipitate tbemselves  like  a  torrent  around  the  wheels.  The 
esecutioners  themselves,  indignant  at  this  ferocity,  re- 
proached the  people  with  their  outragea.  The  populace 
was  only  the  more  implacable.  The  horde  had  insisted 
that  die  guillotine,  generally  placed  at  the  Place-de-la-Con- 
corde,  should  be  ti\e,t  day  transported  to  the  Champ-de- 
Mars,  that  blood  might  wash  out  tne  blood,  upon  the  ground 
where  it  had  been  shed.  Men  who  called  themselves  rela- 
tioDs,  tiiends,  or  avengers  of  the  victims  of  the  Champ-de- 
Mars,  carried  a  red  nag  in  derision,  by  the  side  of  the 
tumbril,  at  the  end  of  a  pole.  They  dijiped  it,  from  time 
to  time,  in  the  gutter,  anil  vialendy  whipped  Baitly's  face 
with  iL  Others  spat  in  his  face.  His  features  lacerated, 
and  soiled  with  duM  and  blood,  no  longer  presented  a 
bnman  fbrtn.  Roars  of  laughter  and  applause  enconraged 
diese  horrors.  The  march,  interrupted  at  stations,  lasted 
three  boars. 

Arrived  at  the  place  of  execudtm,  these  refined  men  erf 
vvrath  made  Bailly  descend  from  the  tumbril,  and  forced 
him  to  make  on  foot  the  tour  of  the  Ghamp-de-Mara ;  they 
ordered  him  to  lick  the  gronnd  on  which  the  blood  of  the 
people  had  flowed.  Even  this  expiation  did  not  satisfy 
them.  The  guillotine  bad  been  erected  in  the  incloeure 
itself  of  the  Champ-de-Mars,  The  earth  rf  the  federation 
appeared  to  the  people  too  sacred  to  be  stained  by  an  ex- 
ecution. The  executioners  were  ordered  to  take  down  the 
Bcafibid,  piece  hj  piece,  and  to  reconstruct  it  dose  to  the 
bank  of  the  Seine,  upon  a  dung-heap  accumulated  from 
the  Sewers  of  Fans.  The  executioners  were  constrained 
to  obey.  The  machine  was  dismantled.  As  if  to  parody 
the  punishment  of  Christ  bearing  his  cross,  the  monalMi 
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loaded  the  Bhouldeta  of  the  old  man  with  the  heavy  beama 
which  aappoTted  the  platfimn  of  the  scaffold.  Their  blows 
compdled  the  condemned  to  drag  himself  along  under  this 
vreigfaL  He  luiitad  under  hia  burden ;  coining  to  hunsdf, 
he  arose,  and  shouts  of  laughter  rallied  him  upon  bis  age 
and  infirmities.  They  made  bim  look  on,  during  an  hoar, 
at  the  tardy  reconstruction  of  hie  own  scaffold. 

Rain  rouiKled  with  snow  inundated  his  head,  and  froze 
his  limhfl.  His  body  trembled  with  cold.  His  soul  was 
firm.  His  grftve  and  placid  countenance  preserved  ita  se- 
renity. His  impassable  reason  passed  above  this  populace, 
and  looked  beyond  them.  He  tasted  martyrdom,  and  did 
not  find  it  more  bitter  than  the  hope  for  which  he  submitted 
to  it.  He  discoursed  calmly  with  the  assistants.  One  of 
them  seeing  him  paralyzed  with  cold,  said  to  him,  "  You 
tremble,  Baillv."  "  Yes,  my  ftiend,"  replied  the  old  maa 
to  him,  "bot  tt  is  with  cold."  At  last  the  ax  terminsted 
this  scene  of  protracted  cruelty.  It  had  lasted  five  hours. 
Bailly  pitied  the  people,  thanked  the  executioner,  and  con- 
fided himself  to  immortality.  Few  victims  ever  .met  with 
viler  executioners,  (ew  executionen  with  so  exalted  a  vic- 
tim. Shame  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  gloiy  above,  and 
pity  every  where.  One  blushes  to  be  a  man  on  beholding 
these  people.  One  glories  in  this  title  in  contemplating 
Bailly.  The  more  ferocious  man  is,  the  more  one  should 
love  him.  The  crimes  of  a  people  are  only  a  degradation. 
The  lessons  of  sages  do  not  sumce  to  instruct  them,  they 
must  have  martyrs  to  compensate  them.  Bailly  was  ooe  of 
those  most  holy  martyrs,  for  in  dyins;  by  the  hand  of  liber- 
ty, he  yet  died  for  her.  He  believea  in  the  people,  in  spite 
o£  the  people.  He  reproached  them  with  their  injusbco, 
tiot  with  his  blood. 

XI. 

In  the  evening,  on  the  recital  of  this  execution,  Robea* 

pierre  lamented -Bailly  I     "  It  is  dius,"  exclaimed  heatsup- 

Kr  with  Duplay,"  that  they  will  martyrize  ourselves." 
iplay,  his  host,  the  judge  «f  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
having  desired  to  explain  to  Robespierre  why  he  had  ab- 
solved this  great  accused,  "  Dp  not  apeak  of  it,"  said  Robes- 
pierre, to  him ;  "  I  do  not  asK  you  for  an  account  of  your 
judgments,  but  the  republic  demands  of  you  an  account 
c^  your  cons^ence."  Duplay  spoke  no  more  to  Robeo- 
pieire  of  condemnadoils  and  executinnn.     Kobeepierre  or- 
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dered  Iub  dooi  to  be  closed  that  evening,  aa  n  token  of 
mourning.  Was  this  grief?  Was  it  a  presentiment  1  But 
the  ax  already  no  longer  selected  :  all  ranks  were  mingled 
upon  the  scafibld.  A  courtesan  died  by  the  side  of  a  aage. 
The  people  applauded  equally.     It  had  lost  all  discernment 

Madame  du  Barry,  miatresa  of  Louis  XV.,  died  at  a  short 
interval  from  Bailly.  This  woman  had  as  a  child  com- 
menced the  traffic  of  her  charms.  Uer  marvelous  beauty 
bad  attracted  the  notice  of  the  purveyora  to  the  ^^^S'^ 
pleasures.  They  bad  raised  her  from  obscure  vice  to  oner 
her  to  the  scandal  of  crowned  infamy.  Louis  XV,  bad 
formed  of  the  rank  of  his  mistreeses  a  kind  of  institution  of 
his  court  Mademoiselle  Lanee  Vaubernier,  undei'  the 
name  of  Madame  du  Barry,  had  succeeded  to  Madame  de 
Pompadour.  Louis  XV.  required  tbe  salt  of  scandal  to 
season  his  palled  appetite.  Therein  consisted  his  majesty. 
The  only  respect  wnich  he  imposed  upon  bis  court  was  the 
respect  of  bis  vices.  Madame  du  Barry  had  reigned  under 
bis  name.  Tbe  nadon,  it  must  be  owned,  had  most  shame- 
frilly  submitted  to  this  yoke.  The  nobility,  the  ministry, 
the  cle^y,  philosophers,  all  bad  adulated  the  idol  of  the 
king.  Louis  XIV.  had  prepared  their  minds  to  tbis  servi- 
tude by  causing  his  courtiers  to  adore  tbe  despotism  of  his 


XIL 

StiU  young  at  the  death  of  Louis  XV.,  Madame  du  Barry 
bad  been  sequestered  frir  some  mondis  in. a  convent,  for 
tbe  sake  of  decency — a  characteristic  of  the  newreign.  Soon 
freed  from  tbis  confinement,  she  had  lived  in  a  splendid  re- 
treat near  Paris— tbe  Pavilion  de  Luciennee — on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  forest  of  St.  Qermain.  Immense  riches,  the  gifts 
of  Louis  XV.,  rendered  her  exile  almost  aa  brilliant  as  her 
mgn.  The  old  Duke  de  Brissac  remained  attached  to  the 
iavorite.  He  loved  her  still  for  her  beauty,  at  the  time  when 
others  loved  her  for  her  rank.  Madame  du  Barry  abhorred 
tbe  Revolution,  that  reign  of  the  people  who  despised  court- 
esans, and  who  spoke  of  virtue.  Although  repulsed  from 
tbe  court  of  Louis  XVI.,  and  by  Marie  A-ntoinette,  she  bad 
lamented  their  misibrtunea,  deplored  tbeir  fate,  and  bad  de- 
voted herself  to  tbe  cause  of  the  throne  and  of  emigration. 

After  tbe  10th  of  August  she  made  a  jonmey  to  Sng> 
land.     In  London  sbe  wore  mourning  for  Louis  XVI.,  and 
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consecrated  her  immeiua  fititane  to  reHeve  the  miaeiiea  of 
the  emigrants  in  exile.  But  the  greater  part  of  her  riches 
had  been  secretly  buried  by  her  and  the  Duke  de  Brissoc 
at  the  foot  of  a  tree  in  her  park  at  Luciennee.  After  the 
death  of  the  Duke  de  Srissac,  massacred  at  VetBailles, 
Madame  du  Sanj.did  not  deaira  to  confide  to  any  one  the 
secret  of  her  tresaure.  She  resolved  to  return  to  FrancB, 
to  diaiater  her  diamonds,  and  carry  tbem  to  London. 

She  had  confided  in  her  aboence  the  care  and  adminisba- 
tion  of  Lucienoes  to  a  young  negro,  named  Zamore.  She 
had  brought  np  this  child,  through  a  womanish  caprice,  u 
one  rears  a  domestic  animaL  She  caused  herself  to  be 
painted  by  the  side  of  thia  black,  to  resemble  in  her  poi^ 
traits,  by  the  contrast  of  countenance  and  color,  the  Vene* 
tian  courtesans  of  Titian.  She  had  conceived  for  this  negro 
the  tenderness  of  a  mother.  Zamore  was  ungistefiil  and 
crueL  He  was  intoxicated  with  lerolutionaiy  liberty.  Ha 
had  cau^t  the  fever  of  the  people.  Ingratitude  appeared 
to  him  the  virtue  of  the  oppressed.  He  betrayed  his  bene- 
tactreea ;  be  denounced  her  treasures ;  he  deUvered  her  to 
the  revolutionary  committee  of  Luciennes,  of  which  be  was 
a  membet.  Madame  du  Barry,  elevated  and  enriched  by 
favoritism,  perished  by  a&vorite.  Judged  and  condemned 
without  discussion,  shown  to  the  pe<^le  as  one  of  ihe  staina 
of  the  throne,  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  pmify  the  air  of 
the  republic,  she  weut  to  death  amid  the  yells  of  the  populace 
and  the  contempt  of  the  indifferent.  She  was  still  in  the  bril 
Hancy  of  hardly  matured  age.  Her  beauty,  yielded  to  the 
executioner,  was  her  crime  tn  the  sight  of  the  crowd.  She 
was  dressed  in  white.  Her  black  hair,  cut  behind  the  head 
bytheHcisBorsoftheexecutioner,  left  her  neck  expooed.  Hei 
locks  in  front  of  the  head,  which  the  executioDer  bad  not 
shortened,  floated  and  covered  her  eyes  and  her  cheeks  ;  she 
Ufted  her  head  and  threw  tbem  back,  in  order  that  her  coun- 
tenance mi^t  move  the  people.  She  did  not  cease  to  in> 
yoke  pity,  in  the  moot  humiliating  tenna.  Teara  flowed  in- 
cessantly fttnn  her  eyes  upon  her  bosom.  Her  piercing 
cries  prevailed  over  the  noise  of  the  wheels  and  the  clamot 
(tf  the  multitude.  It  seemed  as  if  the  knife  struck  this  wo- 
man befordiand,  and  deprived  her  a  thousand  times  of  life, 
"  Life  I  life  I"  she  cried ;  "  life  for  my  repentance  I— life  for 
all  my  devotion  to  llie  repnbUc  I — life  fer  all  my  riches  to  the 
nation  I"  The  people  laughed  and  shrugved  their  shoulders 
They  showed  her,  l^  signs,  the  pillow  of  the  guillodne,  up 
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on  which  her  cfaarmiiig  head  was  ahout  to  sleep.  The  paa- 
aage  of  the  courtesan  to  the  scafibld  waa  but  one  laraentatjon. 
Under  the  knife  abe  still  wepL  The  court  had  enervated 
her  soul.  She  alone,  among  all  the  women  executed,  died 
a  coward,  because  she  died  neither  for  opinioa,  for  virtue, 
nor  for  love,  but  for  vice.  She  diah<Hiored  the  sctifibld  aa 
she  bad  dishoucnmd  the  throne. 

xin. 

Genera]  BiTon,oo  &inouB  at  couit  under  the  name  of  the 
Dnke  de  Lauzun,  died  at  the  same  dme,  bat  as  s  soldier. 

The  Duke  de  Lauzun  had  in  his  youth  carried  lerity  even 
to  defiance.  His  valor  and  his  vrit  threw  a  halo  over  his 
faults.  Scandal  became  for  him  renown.  He  desired  to 
paas  as  having  been  beloved  by  tbe  queen.  His  memoirs 
are  only  notes  of  hia  amours,  Suiaed  at  an  early  period 
by  his  prodigality,  he  sou^t  other  glory  in  war.  He  fol- 
lowed La  Fayette  to  America,  and  made  himaelf  an  enthn- 
siast  of  liberty,  not  for  virtue,  but  from  fashion.  A  friend  of 
the  Due  d'Orleans,  he  followed  diat  prLoce  in  a31  his  chang- 
M.  Parties  forgive  all  those  who  serve  them.  The  Duo 
de  Biron  precipitated  himself  from  tbe  &vor  of  couna  to  the 
&vor  of  the  people.  He  only  changed  the  theater.  He 
served  with  bravery  in  the  army  of  the  Nordi,  in  tbe  army 
of  the  Rhine,  in  that  of  the  Alps,  and,  lastly,  in  La  Vendue. 
Ooco  launched  intotfae  Revolution;  he  felt  that  there  was 
no  safety  but  in  following  it  to  the  end.  To  stop  at  any 
stage  was  imptMsihle :  the  current  waa  too  rapid.  Incon* 
nderateneee  was  his  star.  He  gayly  gave  his  name,  his  ani^ 
and  his  blood  to  the  republic  The  soldiers  adored  bim, 
The  plebeian  generals  were  jealous  of  his  ascendency  i 
they  did  not  brook  ancient  aristocrats  with  impunity.  Quar- 
rels broke  oat  in  La  Vendee  between  Bosngnol,  the  Jac<> 
bin  general,  and  Biron,  and  Biran  waa  sacrificed. 

Brought  to  Paris,  imprisoned  in  the  Concietgerie,  and 
condemned  to  death,  he  entered  hie  prison  aa  he  would  enter 
Us  tant  on  the  evening  of  a  skinnieb.  He  shrouded  death 
by  indiflerence  ;  he  draired  to  taste,  up  to  the  last  moment, 
the  only  pleasures  which  remained  to  die  prisoners — the 
sensiisktiee  of  the  table.  He  had  bis  jailere  and  guards  as 
's,  in  Hen  of  other  companions  of  pleasure.  He  caused 
rs  to  be  brought  him,  and  white  WHie.  He  drank  deeply, 
e  exeGurioner's  men  arrived.  "Permit  me  to  finish  my 
ojMea,"  said  Biton  to  ^em.    "In  the  line  you  fbUow  you 


oyste 
•The 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


SWti  rOtiaUIU   TtNTILLS. 

tmut  require  etceDgt}^-drink  with  me !"  This  death,  whicb 
imitatM  the  anreflecdng  bravety  of  a  youDg  Epicuriaii,  ia  ■ 
man  of  mature  age,  has  more  display  thao  dignity.  The 
smile  is  misplaced  ap<m  the  ferge  of  eternity.  Indifference 
at  the  last  hour  is  not  the  attitude  of  true  faeroea ;  it  is  the 
npbistry  of  death.  The  people  clapped  their  hsodB  at  the 
last  momenta  of  Biron,  because  in  braving  reflection  he 
also  braved  punishment.  He  died  as  he  had  desired  to  live 
—gallant,  proud,  and  applauded.  It  was  the  last  day  of 
the  year  1793.  Othert  were  to  die  on  the  morrow,  the  Ist 
of  January,  Death  knew  the  calendar  no  loager.  Tears 
confounded  themselves  in  Bxecuti<ms.  Blood  was  no  longer 
stanched. 

xrv. 

Four  diousand  ux  hundred  dtteiuu,  in  the  prisotn  of  Pa- 
ris alone,  awaited  their  judgmenL  Fouquier  Tisville  was 
not  able  to  dnw  up  til  tne  accnsatians,  bnit  joined  them  e» 
maue,  and  almost  by  chance.  Loaded  by  the  number  of 
accused,  and  pressed  by  the  impatience  of  the  people,  Fou- 
quier  Tinville  no  longer  quitted  the  cabinet  of  the  hall  of 
justice,  wherein  he  drew  out  his  accusations.  He  took  his 
repast  precipitately  upon  the  table  where  be  signed  the  sen- 
tences of  deatb>  Ho  slept  in  &e  tribunal  upon  a  mattress. 
He  allowed  himBelf  no  leisure.  He  complained  of  not  having 
time  to  see  his  wife  and  children.  The  zeal  of  the  republic 
consnmed  him.  He  forgot  that  it  was  the  zeal  of  extermi- 
nation. He  called  it  his  duty.  He  believed  himself  the  arm 
oftha  people,  the  ax  of  therepubUc,  and  the  thunder  of  the 
Revolution.  One  life  spared,  one  guilty  peison  fergotten, 
one  accused  acquitted,  grieved  him.  Strange  perversion 
ofthe  human  heart  by  fanatidsml  Fouquier  received  every 
evening  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  the  list  <^ 
suspected,  whom  it  was  necessary  to  imprison,  or  to  jndge. 
Fouquier  Tinville  was  blinded  by  the  blood  which  he  caused 
to  flow.  But  he  returned  sometimes  consternated  himself 
at  the  prodigious  number  of  executions  which  had  been  re- 
quired of  him,  and  the  names  which  he  had  condemned. 
He  opened  from, time  to  time  a  gate  of  safety  to  the  ac- 
cused, by  su^estiug  answers  to  them  which  might  vindicate 
them.  He  thus  saved,  in  the  magistracy,  some  men  whom 
he  had  once  known  and  respected. 

Sometimes  the  austere  viiiue  of  these  victims  rejected  tbe 
life  which  wat  ofiered  to  them  at  the  expense  of  a  lie.    Tba 
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reUgion  of  truth  made  Toluntary  martyrs,  of  which  here  ia 
an  example  attested  byoneof  the  judges  himself  aod  worthy 
of  bequest  to  futurity. 


Almost  all  the  ancient  members  of  parliament  in  the  king- 
dom died  in  turn  upon  the  scaffold.  One  among  them,  M. 
Legrand  d'Alleray,  an  honest  old  man,  resjiected  b^  all,  and 
.  bowed  down  by  years,  was  conducted  with  his  wife  to  the 
revolutionary  tribnnal,  accused,  both  of  tbem,  of  having 
carried  on  a-  correspondence  with  their  emigrant  son,  and 
of  having  assisted  him  in  his  exile.  Fouquier  Tinville  was 
moved.  He  made  a  sign  of  intelligence  to  the  accuned,  to 
dictate  to  him,  by  eye  and  gesture,  the  response  which  might 
flave  him.  "  There  is,"  said  he,  aloud,  "  the  letter  which 
accuses  yon,  but  I  know  your  handwriting;  I  have  often 
bad  docnments  of  yonra  under  my  inspection,  while  you  sat 
in  parliament.  This  letter  is  not  yours :  the  chsracterB  are 
visibly  counterfeited."  "  Pass  the  letter  to  me,"  said  the 
old  man  to  Fouquier  Tinville.  Then,  after  having  consid- 
ered it  with  scrupulous  attention,  "  You  deceive  yourself," 
eaid  he  to  the  public  accuser;  this  letter  is  in  my  hand- 
writing," Fouquier,  confounded  by  this  sincerity,  which 
defeated  his  indulgence,  did  not  fear;  he  offered  another 
pretext  of  acquittal  to  the  accused.  "  There  is  a  law,"  said 
he  to  him,  "  which  forbids  the  parents  of  emigrants  to  cor- 
respond with  their  relatives,  and  to  send  them  any  assist- 
ance, under  pain  of  death :  this  law  yon  doubtless  were  not 
aware  ofl"  "You  still  deceive  yourself,"  answered  M, 
d'Alleray.  "  I  know  this  law.  But  I  know  another,  en- 
graven by  nature  in  the  heart  of  all  fathers  and  mothers — 
It  is  that  which  commands  them  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in 
order  to  succor  their  children,"  The  accuser,  determined 
in  his  design,  was  not  discouraged  by  this  second  answer. 
He  again  offered  five  or  six  excuses  of  the  same  kind  to  the 
accused.  M.  d'Alleray  eluded  them  all  by  his  refesal  to 
change,  or  even  turn  aside  from  the  truth.  Ultimately  per- 
ceiving the  intention  of  Fouquier  Tinville,  "I  thank  you," 
eaid  ho,  "  fer  the  efforts  you  make  to  save  me ;  but  it  would 
be  necessary  to  purchase  our  lives  by  a  lie.  My  wife  and 
myself  prefer  rather  to  die.  We  have  grown  old  together 
witbont  ever  having  lied ;  we  will  not  do  so  now  to  save  a 
remnant  of  life.  Do  your  duty,  we  will  do  ours.  We  will, 
not  accuse  yon  of  oar  death,  we  will  accuse  the  law  only," 
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XVI. 

Tbe  year  1794  iuaugurated  itself  thas  in  blood.  The 
EuiUodoe  sppaarad  to  be  tbe  only  institution  in  France. 
Danton  and  Saint  Just  had  cauaeJ  the  Buspeosioo  of  tbe 
constitution  and  tbe  revolotioDary  ^vernment  to  be  pro- 
claimed. The  law  waa  the  Gonuntttee  of  Public  Safety, 
the  adminiatration  was  the  arlutrarj  will  of  the  comouB- 
aionen  of  tbe  Conventioii.  Justice  was  auapicion  or  ven- 
geance, tbe  Kti&TUity  was  denunciation.  Tbe  goremment 
was  tbe  scanald.  Tbe  Conventton  waa  compelled  to  atrike 
or  to  be  atnick  iiaelf.  France— shot  at  Toulon,  mowed 
down  with  grape  at  Lvons,  drowned  at  N'antes,  guilloIiDed 
at  Paris,  imprisoned,  denounced,  sequestered  aito  terrified 
throughout — resembled  a  naUon  conquered  and  ravaged  by 
one  01  those  great  invasions  of  people  who  swept  away  the 
ancient  civilization  on  the  fall  of  the  Romas  empire ;  bring- 
ing with  them  other  goda,  other  masters,  other  laws,  and 
other  manners  to  Europe.  It  was  the  invasion  of  a  new 
idea,  to  which  resistaiice  had  handed  fire  and  the  sword. 
The  ConventioD  was  no  longer  a  goTemment,  but  a  camp. 
Tbe  republic  was  no  longer  a  society,  but  a  massacre  of 
conquwed  men  upon  a  field  of  carnage.  The  fury  of  ideas 
it  more  implacaUe  than  the  fiiry  <A  men;  for  men  have 
heart,  and  opinion  has  none.  Systems  are  brutal  forcee 
which  bewail  not  even  that  which  tbey  crush.  As  tbe  bul- 
lets on  a  field  of  battle,  tbey  strike  without  choice,  without 
justice,  and  fivMrate  the  end  which  was  signed  to  them. 
The  Revolution  belied  its  doctrine  by  its  tyranny :  it  stained 
its  right  by  its  violence— it  diahonwed  its  struggles  by  its 
execatipDS.  Thus  did  it  incarnadine  tbe  purest  causes. 
We  do  not  say  it  to  excuse  the  people,  but  to  mourn  for 
them.  Nothing  is  more  beautiful  than  to  behold  a  new 
idea  abine  upon  the  horizon  of  human  intelligence ;  nothing 
18  so  legitimate  as  to  cause  it  to  combat  and  conquer  piejn* 
dice,  GUstoniB,  and  the  vicious  institutions  which  resist  it 
Nothing  is  so  horrible  as  to  see  it  martyrize  its  enemies. 
Tbe  encouivter  then  changes  to  executions,  the  liberator 
into  the  oppressor,  and  the  apostle  into  the  executioner. 
SucI^  was — mvoluntaiily  among  some,  theoretically  among 
others — tbe  part  of  the  members  of  La  Montagne,  and  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Sa&ty.    Their  theoriee  proteatetf. 
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b>it  their  Bslfish  motJTfla  carried  them  away.  Tbsf  per 
niitted  the  vengeance  of  the  people,  the  fury  of  anarchy, 
Biid  the  ci-ttelties  of  the  procooaule  to  proceed,  even  to  the 
spoliation  and  assassination  of  degenerate  Roma.  The 
paity  of  the  CommuDe,  composed  of  Hubert,  of  Ghauinett«, 
of  Momoro,  Rotisin,  Vinceat,  and  other  mon  unbridled 
demagogues,  went  in  advance,  and  dragged  the  Convan 
tioD  after  them. 

XVII. 

During  diese  executions,  the  party  of  legialatoTB  essayed 
Irom  time  to  time  to  embody  great  principles  and  great 
innovatioDS,  as  oracles  to  the  noise  of  thunder.  Robes- 
pierre, DOW  dominant  in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
threw  into  notes,  since  revealed,  ifae  rague  lineaments  of 
a  govamment  of  justice,  equality,  and  liberty,  to  which  ha 
hoped,  at  last,  to  attain.  As  in  every  thing  he  has  said, 
done,  or  written,  one  finds  th^ereia  more  pmlosopby  than 
policy. 

"  There  must  be  one  will,"  says  one  of  these  posthumous 
m)tea.     "  This  will  must  be  either  republican  or  royalist."- 

"  Provided  it  be  republican,  there  must  be  republican 
ministers,  republican  journals,  repnbhcaa  deputies,  and  a 
republican  power." 

'*  Foreign  war  is  a  mortal  scourge." 

"  Interior  dangers  arise  from  the  utizeas.  To  triumph 
over  the  citizens,  the  people  must  be  rallied.  The  people 
must  rally  themselves  with  the  Gnnvention,  and  let  the  Cot»- 
vention  avail  itself  of  the  people." 

"  In  foreign  affairs,  alliance  with  petty  powers.  But  all 
diplomacy  is  impossible,  aa  long  aa  we  have  not  unity  of 
power." 

After  the  means,  here  is  the  result : — 

"  What  is  the  result  t  The  execution  of  the  conMitntion 
in  favor  of  the  people." 

"  What  will  be  our  enemies!     Riches  and  the  viraoiu." 

"  What  means  will  they  employ  t     Hypocrisy  and  oal- 

"  WhaX  must  be  done  1  Enlighten  the  people.  But 
what  are  [he  obstacles  to  their  instruction  1  The  merce- 
nary Ejcribblers,  who  bewilder  them  by  ialse  and  imprudent 
articles." 

"  What  to  conclude,  from  that  I     That  these  witte»  muat 

TOL.  III.— N 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


ba  fnaaibeA  u  tiie  mart  dBBmviu  wwnMga  of  the  etnm- 
ny,  and  good  wtidoi  emagt  be  liberally  paid  fi>r." 

"Wbtt  sro  the  meano  of  terminatiirg  a  foMgn  warl 
Fliee  npoblicaa  MnoralB  at  tbe  beftd  of  onr  armiee,  and 
poniih  tbe  traium." 

"  Wbat  are  Ae  mean*  of  temiiiiating  a  civil  war  1  Pnii- 
iih  tbe  conapiraton,  abore  all  the  deputies  and  guilty  ad- 
nuDiatrators ;  send  patriotic  troops  under  patriotic  chie6 ; 
make  terrible  examples  of  all  the  wretches  who  have  out- 
raged liberty  and  iipilled  tbo  blood  of  patriots." 

"  Lastly,  the  commlBsariat  and  the  popular  lawa." 

"  What  othor  obataclo  to  the  inetiuctton  of  the  people  \ 
lliaorT." 

"  When  will  tbe  people  beeoUe  enlightened  t  When 
tboy  bavs  bread,  and  when  wealth  and  govemTnents  ceaso 
to  him  tbe  pen  and  the  perfidious  tongue  to  deceive  them; 
when  tbe  interast'of  wealth  and  that  of  the  governmetit 
■ball  bo  amalganated  with  that  of  the  people." 

"  Wben  vrUl  their  interest  be  amalgamated  with  that  of 
the  people  1     Never  /" 

At  this  terrible  word,  &11en  at  the  conclusion  of  this  in- 
terior dialogue  of  Robe8{iierre  with  himself,  the  pen  had 
ceased  to  write.  Donbt  or  disconragenieot  bad  dictated 
Ais  last  word.  One  felt  that,  in  a  mind  determined  to 
hope,  this  word  wished  to  say,  "  We  must  bend  by  force 
under  the  level  of  j^ustice  and  equality  all  those  who  refuse 
to  cmnfaine  iheir  interest  with  the  interest  of  the  people." 
The  logic  of  terror  emanated  from  this  word.  It  was  fuK 
itfbbod. 

XVIII. 

In  all  tbe  meetings  of  the  Convention  andof  the  Jacotnns 
of  November  and  December,  until  1794,  one  finds  a  great 
number  of  discussions,  of  disccMirses,  or  of  decrees,  in  which 
brouhes  tbe  soul  of  a  popular  government.  Sgntism  Bp> 
peats  to  efface  itself  before  the  principle  of  devotion  to  the 
country.  The  poorer  classes,  who  poaseased  nothing  but 
tbe  country  itself^  had  nothing  to  bestow  upon  it  but  their 
blood.  The  Convention  appeared  in  these  legislative  as- 
semblies to  in-ite  a  chapter  of  the  evangelical  constitution 
of  the  future.  The  taxes  were  proportioned  to  riches. 
The  indigent  were  sacred.  The  infirm  were  alleviated.' 
Children  without  parents  were  adopted  by  the  republic. 
Ulkit  OMtemi^  wac  rescued  from  shame,  «4uch  luDa  the 
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infant  by  dtsbunopnff  tbe  motber,  Tfae  liberty  of  cotucience 
WBs  proclaimed.  Univenal  morality  was  taken  as  a  typ« 
of  the  laiVa.  Slavery  and  negro  comtneree  were  abolisbfld. 
The  conscience  of  the  human  race  wu  invoked  as  a  cu- 
preme  law.  A  seriee  of  philautbropio  and  popalar  inea»- 
ures  instituted  political  chanty  in  action,  as  a  treaty  of 
alliance  between  tbe  rich  and  Uie  poor.  Social  power  waa 
equally  disperaed  among  all  citiaena.  Elementary  and 
transcendent  instruction,  like  a  divine  debt,  distributed  ita 
light  among  the  depths  of  the  population.  The  love  of  the 
people  seemed  to  expand  itself  in  every  jnrisdiction  of  the 
administration.  One  felt  that  the  Bevolution  bad  not  been 
made  to  usurp  but  to  lavish  povrer,  morality,  equality,  jus- 
dee,  and  well-being  upon  the  masses^  The  divinity  of  the 
spirit  of  tbe  Revolution  was  tbi»~^e  spirit  of  light  and 
cnarity  in  tbe  deliberations  of  the  Convention,  an  extermi- 
nating spirit  in  its  political  seta.  Men  ask  themselves  in- 
voluntarily wherefore  this  social  contrast  between  the  social 
laws  of  the  Convention  and  its  political  measures — between 
this  philosophy  and  this  blood  i  It  was  because  tbe  social 
laws  of  the  Convention  emanated  from  its  dogmas,  and 
that  its  poKtioal  acta  emanated  from  iti  wrath.  The  one 
were  its  principles,  the  other  its  passions. 

Proud  of  the  new  era  which  it  inaugurated  for  the  world, 
it  deaired  that  the  French  republic  should  become  one  of  the 
dates  of  history  among  mankind.  It  instituted  the  repub- 
lican calendar  fcaiemdrier  rfpuhtuMtitJ,  as  if  to  remind  men 
forever  that  they  were  not  truly  men  bat  from  tbe  day 
when  tbey  proclaimed  themselves  free.  It  &lso  effitced  from 
tbe  denomination  of  the  months  and  days  of  which  time  is 
composed,  the  traces  of  religion  imprinted  on  tbe  Gregorian 
calendar.  It  further  ordained  that  tbe  drveion  of  tbe  days 
into  tenths,  and  no  longer  into  weeks,  abnuld  not  hencefor- 
ward eonfiinnd  the  initial  day,  or  the  period  of  days,  with 
the  day  of  prayer  and  of  repose  exclusively  consecrated  to 
Catholicism.  It  did  not  desire  that  tbe  church  should  con- 
tinue to  point  out  to  the  people  tbe  instants  of  their  labor 
or  repose.  It  determined  to  rescue  time  itself  from  the 
Cbiiflttan  priesthood,  which  had  stamped  every  thing  with 
its  sign  since  it  had  gained  poesossion  of  tbe  empire.  - 

In  this  system  tbe  names  of  days  were  significant  of  their 
place  in  the  numerical  order  of  the  republican  decade.  They 
explained  their  order  in  tbe  arrangement  of  days  bynsmea 
derived  from  the  Latin.     Those  \vate,  primidiy  diuidi,  fi'utt, 
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fuartidi,  qutntidt,  texUdi,  teptidi,  oetidi,  ninddi,  dteadt,, 
Theso  purely  numerical  signification b  possemed  tbe  adraiv 
tage  of  presenting  ciphere  to  the  memory,  but  they  bad  the 
inconvenience  of  not  preHeitf  ng  images  to  the  mind.  Imagee 
aloae  colored  and  impreased  names  on  the  imaginatioiu  of 
the  people. 

Tbe  denoTninationa  of  the  months,  on  the  contrary,  bor- 
rowed from  the  characters  of  the  seasons  and  the  lanots  of 
agriculture,  were  significant  as  pictures,  and  Bonorous  as 
echoes  of  rural  life.  They  were,  for  autuma  (October)  Feit- 
demiaire,  which  harvests  tbe  grapes;  (NoTember)  Srwrnotre, 
which  covers  the  sky  with  nnsta;  (December)  Frimaire, 
orfaich  covers  tbe  mountains  with  hail.  For  winter,  (January^ 
Nhme,  which  whitens  the  earth  with  snow;  (February) 
P/KVt0M,  which  vrateta  it  wttb  rain ;  (March)  FimroM,  which 
unchains  the  tempests.  For  the  apring,  (April}  Qerminai, 
whichcauses  tbe  seeds  to  grow;  (May)  f'^eoi  which  makes 
the  plants  flourish ;  (June)  Pratrial,  when  tbe  meadows  are 
tBowed.  Lastly,  for  summer,  (July)  Meitidor,  which  is  the 
harvest  month ;  (August)  Tkermidor,  which  wamu  tbe  fur- 
rows) and  (September)  Fmetidar,  which  ripens  the  fruits. 
Thus  every  thing  was  relevant  to  agrioultui'B'— tbe  fint  and 
the  last  of  arts.  The  phases  of  empires,  or  the  super- 
Btitions  of  nations  were  no  more  the  type  of  time — thai 
measure  of  life. 

fiverv  thing  lifted  itself  up  to  nature  alone.  It  was  the 
•ame  with  the  administration,  tbe  finance,  criminal  justice, 
the  civil  code,  and  the  rural  code.  Special  men  of  the  Con 
vention  prepared  the  plans  of  these  legislations  upon  the 
bases  of  philosophy,  of  science,  and  of  equality — hues-laid 
down  by  the  Constituent  Asserably.  Tbeaa  icieas,  of  whi^ 
afterward  the  organizing  despotism  nf  Napoleon  availed 
itselC  and  to  which  be  only  gave  bis  name,  bad  all  been 
conceived,  elaborated,  or  promulgated  by  the  Convention. 
Napoleon  unjurtly  robbed  it  of  its  glory.  History  must 
not  sanction  tbene  larcenies.  She  must  restore  them  to  the 
republic  The  iruits  of  philosophy  and  liberty  will  never 
appertain  to  despotism.  The  men  whom  Napoleon  called 
into  bis  councils,  there  to  prepare  bis  frame-WMrks — Gam- 
bacer^,  Si4y6s,  Camot,  Thibaudeau,  Merlin,  Sk. — sprung 
from  tbe  committees.  Like  unfaithful  workmen,  they  bore 
off  into  these  workshops  of  eervitude  the  instruments  and 
al9%  d'aMvrc  lA  liberty  I 
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XIX. 

While,  however,  tbe  Committee  of  Public  Safety  pro* 
tected  tbe  irootiers,  stifled  civil  war,  and  meditated  hnmaDe 
and  moral  resolutions,  Paris  and  the  departments  presented 
tbe  spectacle  of  saturnalia  of  liberty.  Delirium  and  fiirj 
seem  to  have  seized  upon  tbe  people.  Tbe  intoxication  oE 
truth  is  more  terrible  than  that  of  error  among  men,  be 
cause  it  lasts  longer,  and  pro^nes  tbe  moet  holy  causes. 
This  intoxication  carried  tbe  masses  to  the  most  hideoui 
excoBSBB  against  the  temples,  tbe  altars,  tbe  images  of. an 
cient  adoration,  and  even  against  the  sepulchres  of  kings. 

Of  the  three  institutiooB  which  tbe  Revolution  desired  tc 
Aiodify  or  destroy — the  throne,  the  nobility,  and  the  re 
Kgion  of  the  stale — there  remained  standing  only  the  relig- 
ion of  the  state,  because,  taking  refuge  in  conscience,  and 
amalgamating  itself  with  the  very  idea,  it  waa  impoasible 
for  its  persecutoi's  lo  follow  it  so  far.  The  civil  constitu- 
don  of  the  clergy ;  the  oath  imposed  upon  the  priests ;  that 
oath  declared  schism  by  the  court  of  Rome ;  tbe  retracta- 
tions which  tbe  mass  of  the  priests  had  made  of  tliie  oatb  to 
remain  attached  to  tbe  Catholic  center;  the  expulsion  of 
these  re&actury  priests  from  their  presbyteries  aikd  their 
cbuTcbes;  the  installation  of  a  national  and  republican 
clergy  in  tbe  place  of  these  faithful  ministers  to  Rome ; 
the  persecuuon  against  these  rebel  ecclesiastics  to  the  law, 
ibr  remaining  obedient  to  the  faith,  their  imprisuuroent, 
tbeir  proscription,  en  taatte,  on  board  the  vessels  o{<the  ra* 
public  at  Rochefbrt — all  these  quarrels,  all  this  violence, 
all  these  exiles,  all  these  executions,. and  all  these  martyr- 
doms of  Catholic  priests,  had  swept  away,  in  anpearBDce, 
the  ancient  worship  from  the  face  of  tbe  republic.  Tbe 
constitutional  worship — a  palpable  inconsequence  of  sworn 
priests,  who  BKercised  a  pretended  Catholicism  in  spite  of 
the  spiritual  chief  of  Catbolidsm,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
aacied  toy  which  the  Convention  had  left  Co  the  country 
people  in  order  not  to  destroy  their  customs  too  suddenly. 
Sut  the  impatient  philosophers  of  tbe  Convention,  of  the 
Jacobins,  and  of  the  Commune,  felt  indignant  at  this  re- 
semblance to  religion,  which  survived,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  religion  itself.  They  burned  to  inaugurate  in  it« 
place  the  abstracted  adoration  of  a  God  without  form, 
without  dogma,  and  without  worship.  The  gj-oater  num- 
ber even  openly  proclaimed  atheism  as  the  only  doctriiw 
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worthy  of  intrepid  spiritfl  in  the  material  logic  of  the  period. 
They  apoke  of  virtue,  and  denied  that  God  whose  existence 
can  only  bestow  a  s«ds«  to  the  word  Virtue.  They  spoke 
of  liberty,  aitd  denied  that  elemal  justice  which  can  alooe 
BTenge  innocence  and  punish  oppreaaion.  The  greater 
part  mtoxicued  theroselves  with  tbsse  theories  of  atheism, 
and  tbougbt  tbemseWea  delivered  from  every  duty  in  feeling 
thenuelvea  fhwd  from  Ood.  Thus  go  the  deplorable  oscil- 
latiom  of  the  hnman  mind,  from  superatilion  lo  the  annihi* 
tatioD  of  creeds,  without  ever  being  enabled  to  aneat  itaelf 
in  the  true  balance  of  reatoa  and  virtue. 

ZX. 

The  leaden  of  the  Commune,  and,  above  all,  Chanmedo 
and  Hubert,  encouraged  in  the  people  theae  exceeaes  of 
impiety,  and  ifaeae  seditions  sf^nst  all  wonhip.  They 
demanded  brilliant  apoatasies  from  tbe  priests,  and  often 
obtained  them.  Some  ecclesiBaira,  many  under  the  etnpira 
of  fear,  others  from  real  incredulity,  secended  the  chair  to 
declare  that  they  had  been  until  then  iDipoetora.  Acclama- 
tions awaited  these  renegades  from  the  altar.  The  once 
sacred  ceremonies  were  derisively  parodied.  They  dreaaed 
an  ox  or  an  ass  in  pontifical  omaoiente ;  they  paraded  these 
abominations  through  the  streets ;  they  drank  wine  from 
die  chalice,,  and  shut  the  church.     They  wrote  upon  the 

Kts  of  the  place  of  Hepulcher  mfmmeil  &ter%d  (eternal  rest), 
a  f<)w  mcmtfas  the  immense  materia  of  Catholic  worship 
— >4:atliedTals,  churches,  monasteries,  presbyteries,  towers, 
belfray*,  ministers,  and  ceremonies— 'bttd  disappeared.  The 
representatives  in  toiasion  were  themselves  aatonisbed  at 
die  facility  with  which  all  this  apparel  of  ancient  instita- 
tions  had  vanished.  Rehgions,  whence  the  power  of  the 
slate  and  the  richness  of  benefits  withdraw  tfaemselvfis,  are, 
said  they,  quickly  destroyed  in  the  mind.  The  pbitosophera 
of  the  Commune  ros<dved,  in  the  middle  of  November,  to 
accelerate  fhw  movement  in  Fatis.  They  knew  that  if  the 
people  «o  easily  disavowed  the  spirit  of  their  worship,  they 
would  not  BO  BOOD  unaccustom  themselves  to  the  specta* 
cles  and  ceremoniee  which  amuse  the  eye.  They  desired 
lo  poeseas  themselves  of  the  temples,  to  ofier  them  a  new 
worship,  a  kind  of  renewed  paganism,  whose  dogmas  were 
but  imai^,  whose  adoration  was  but  a  ceremonial,  and 
whose  divinity  snpreme,  was  bnt  reason  become,  in  its  own 
paaon,  its  own  God,  and  adoiing  itself  in  its  altribntea. 
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Tbe  laws  of  the  Conrencion  wbicfa  eontiiraad  to  mIktj  the 
mtidnal  Gathoiic  worship,  opposed  tbemBelves  to  tbu  vio- 
leot  iDvaAion  of  this  philosophical  religion  of  ChaanwUe  in 
the  cathedral  and  in  the  churches  oC  Paris.  It  was  incum- 
bent to  caUse  these  aniaeat  buildings  to  be  evacuated  by  a 
voluntarf  raiiunciadan  of  tbe  corutitutiooal  bishop  and  hia 
deetgy.  The  criea  of  death  which  every  where  followed 
ihe  priests,  their  blood  which  flowed  in  toirenlB  upon  all 
the  scaSblds  of  tbe  republic,  the  insults  'of  tho  people  to 
dieir  costume,  the  full  prisons,  and  the  ready  guilladna 
urged  the  republican  priesthood  to  this  reiiuiiciatio& :  they 
bumbled  daily  lest  they  might  be  inunolated  in  the  exercise 
of  their  fijnctioDS.  The  principal  motive  which  atUl  retain 
ed  a  part  of  these  priests,  was  the  salary  attached  to  their 
ftltaiB.  An  equivalent  salary  was  assured  to  tbe  principals 
among  them,  or  more  lucrative  fiisctioDS  in  die  civil  and 
military  admin istratioBS  of  the  republic.  Hope  and  threats 
wrung  from  litem  their  rcsiguation. 

The  Bishop  Grobel,  a  man  weak  in  character  hut  sincere 
in  &ith,  aluBc  resisted.  They  intimidated  him  on  one  Bide : 
they  reassured  hua  on  the  otbtr.  The  tribunes  made  him 
bremble.  "Citizens,"  said  he,  on  reading  a  declaration 
premeditated  and  agreed  upon  with  the  Commune,  "horn 
a  plebeian,  I  had  early  in  my  soul  the  principles  of  equality. 
Called  to  the  N^ational  Assembly,  I  lecogoized,  one  of  the 
first,  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  Their  wHl  called  me  to 
tbe  episcopal  chair  of  Paris.  I  have  only  employed  the 
ascendency  which  my  title  and  place  might  confer  upon 
tue,  in  augmentaiig  (trear  attachment  to  the  eternal  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  equality  tmd  morality— tbe  neceasuy  bases 
of  every  constitution  truly  republiean.  To-day,  when  the 
will  of  the  people  does  not  admit  o£  other  worship,  public 
and  national,  than  that  of  holy  equality,  because  the  sove- 
reign wills  it  dso,  I  ronouooe  the  exennse  of  my  fiinclion* 
M  mioister  of  CuboKc- worship."  Tbe  ^Rcars  of  Gobel 
signed  the  sune  declaration.  Unanimous  acelamatioa  sa- 
luted thb  triumph.  Many  written  or  verbal  declaratioiu 
of  this  kind  followed  that  ef  the  clei^  t^  Fsris. 

Bobert  Lindet,  Bialic^  of  EvreuK,  abdicated  in  odter 
tntiM.  "  The  morality  which  I  bate  preached,"  said  he, 
"is  that  of  every  time.  The  cause  of  God  must  not  be  an 
•ccaaion  of  war  among  men.  £ach  citisen  ought  to  re- 
gard himself  as  tbe  priest  of  bis  Cunily.  Tbe  deetructioa 
of  public  fitea  will,  however,  cnkM  oa  immmM  void  in 
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dia  cuBtums  of  your  population.  Meaeun  tliia  Tend,  and 
nploce  these  fStu  bj  tttea  purely  uatioiia),  which  maj 
BNTB  as  a  transitton  batween  the  reign  of  aapendtion  and 
that  of  reason." 

The  Bishopa  Gay,  Vernon,  and  Lalande,  and  many  cn- 
ntes,  made  declaTaliona  of  the  aame  nature.  The  Assembly 
applauded,  as  (Ley  hftd  done  on  tbe  nigbt  of  the  4ib  of  An< 
gust,  when  the  nobility  abdicated  their  rights  of  caste.  In 
the  midst  of  this  applause  Gregory,  constitutional  !Kehop  of 
Blois,  entered  the  hall.-  He  informed  himself  of  the  cause 
of  this  acclamation.  Tbeypresaed  Gregory  to  imitate  the 
example  of  his  colleagues.  They  bronght  him  to  the  tribune^ 
"  Citizens,"  said  he ;  "I  arrive,  and  I  have  but  very  vague 
ideas  of  what  is  passing  at  this  moment.  Do  tb*^  speak 
to  me  of  sacrifices  to  the  country  1  I  am  aecirstomM  to 
them.  Of  attachment  to  tbe  Rerolutiool  My  proob  are 
eatabliabed.  Of  revenue  attached  to  tbefut>ctionsof  bishopt 
I  abandon  it  without  regret.  Is  religion  discussed  1  That 
article  is  not  in  your  domain :  you  have  no  right  to  attack  - 
it:  A  Catholic  by  convicdon  and  sentiment,  named  bishop 
by  the  people,  it  is  not  from  them  or  from  you  that  I  hold 
my  mission,  I  have  been  tormented  to  accept  the  burden 
of  episcopacy  ;  I  am  now  tormented  to  obtain  from  me  an 
abdication  which  none  shall  wring  from  me.  Acting  ac- 
cording to  tbe  sacred  principles  which  are  dear  to  me,  and 
of  which  I  defy  yon  to  deprive  me,  I  have  endeavored  to 
do  good  in  my  diocese.  I  remain  bialiop  still  to  do  so.  I 
invoke  the  liberty  of  worship." 

Murmnrs  and  smiles  of  pity  recmred  this  conrageoos  act 
of  ccHiacience.  Gregory  was  accosed  of  desiring  to  cbria- 
tianize  liberty.  Tbe  hiaaea  of  the  tribunes  accompanied  hiw 
to  his  bench.  Tbe  esteem,  howerer,  of  men  whose  philoa 
ophy  lifted  them  to  God,  avenged  him  for  this  diadaiu 
Robespierre  and  Danton  bestowed  upon  bira  marks  of  ap 
probatiim.  They  were  secretly  indignant  at  Ae  violence 
of  Hubert's  party  against  conscience.  But  the  current  was 
too  strong  to  stem  at  this  moment.  It  drew  every  wonihip 
into  the  proscription  of  Catholicism. 

Si^yda  broke  silence  to  abdicate,  not  his  Ainction.s,  which 
he  had  never  exercised,  but  his  character  of  priest  A  phi- 
losopher of  every  time,  it  was  permitted  to  him  to  confeBS 
hig  pbilnaophy  in  bis  triumph,  as  he  bad  confessed  it  before 
his  victory  over  Catholicism. 

Chaamette  exclaimed  that  die  day  when  Reaaon  reaiimed 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc 


CATHpLtl^BM    ABOLISHED.  907 

bar  Bmpirfl  merited  a  place  to  itself  in  tiie  epochs  of  Uie 
Revolution.  He  demanded  that  the  Committee  of  Public 
tnBtruciibn  sfaould  bestow  in  the  new  calendar  a  place  to 
■be  "  Day  of  Reason." 

XXI. 

"  Citizens,"  said  the  president  of  the  Conrention,  "  among 
the  natural  rights  tif  man  we  have  placed  the  liberty  of  tlie 
exercise  of  woi-sbip.  Under  this  guarantee  which  we  owe 
to  you,  you  have  raised  yourselvee  to  tbe  height  wbere  phi- 
losophy awaits  you.  Do  not  dissemble  it.  These  sacerdotal 
toys  insulted  the  Supreme  Being :  He  desires  do  other  wor- 
ship than  that  of  Reason.  That  will  be  henceforth  tbe 
iiational  religion." 

At  these  words  Uie  president  embraced  the  Bishop  of 
Paris.  The  priests  of  his  cortege,  covered  with  red  bonnets, 
the  symbol  i^  enfranchisement,  issued  in  triumph  from  the 
ball  and  dispersed  themselves,  amid  the  noisy  acclamatiooq 
of  the  crowd  in  tlie  Tuileriea.  This  abdicatioii  of  exterior 
Catholicism  by  tbe  priests  of  a  nation  surrounded  for  so 
many  ages  by  tbe  power  of  this  worship,  is  one  of  the  most 
characteristic  acts  of  the  spirit  of  the  Revolution.  Cbau- 
mette,  Hubert,  and  their  faction,  encouraged  jnoi-e  and  more, 
after  the  separation  of  this  day,  the  profanation  and  the 
devastation  of  the  temples,  the  dispersion  of  the  feithful, 
and  tbe  impriBonment  and  martyrdom  of  priests  who  pre- 
ferred death  to  apostasy.  The  bells,  those  sonorous  voices 
of  Christian  temples,  were  cast  into  inoney  or  cannon.  Tbe 
coffers,  the  reliquaries,  these  popular  apotheoses  Of  the 
apostles  and  saitits  of  Gatholicisni,  were  despoiled  of  their 
precious  ornaments  and  cast  into  the  sewer.  The  I'epre- 
eentative  Ruhl  broke  the  »aijUe  ampoule  upon  the  public 
place  at  Rheims,  which  an  ancient  legend  pretended  was 
brought  from  heaven  to  anoint  the  kings  with  celestial  oil. 
Tbe  directors  of  the  departments  Ibrbade  the  institutors  to 
proLiounce  the  name  of  God  in  their  tuition  to  tbe  child[«n 
of  the  people.  Andr4.  Dumont,  in  mission  in  the  depart- 
ments of  tbe  north,  wrote  to  tbe  Convention  :  "  I  arrest  tho 
priests  who  permit  fBtes  and  the  Sabbath.  I  cause  the 
cross  and  the  crncilix  to  disappear.  T  am  in  ecsCacy — 
intoxicated.  In  every  direction  the  churches  are  shut;  the 
confessionals  and  saints  burned  ;  and  wadding  for  cannon 
is  made  of  the  sacred  books  of  the  liturgy.  All  the  c'  ' 
cr;  out,  '  No  more  priests— equality  and  reaaoi 
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Tn  La  Vendue,  the  repreMntatiTei  Lequinio  and  LaigrB- 
lot  peraacuted  eren  the  wax  mercfaantii  who  furnished  the 
candles  fur  th«  ceremoniea  of  wonhip.  At  Nantes  larg« 
piles  lighted  upon  the  public  place,  burned  the  statues, 
■mages,  and  sacred  books.  Deputations  of  patriots  came 
St  each  sitting  of  the  Convention  to  bear  as  tribute  the  spoils 
of  the  altar.  The  towns  and  neighboring  villages  of  Paris 
nn  occuionally  tu  bring  also  to  the  Convention,  upon  chari* 
ots,  reliquaries  of  gold — mitres,  chalices,  pyx,  patera,  and 
chandeliers  of  tlieir  churches.  Banners  planted  in  this  beap 
td*  spoils  piled  up  in  irregular  masses  were  inscribed — Di- 
ttnuAw*  of  fanaticism  !  The  people  were  avenged  by  their 
power  to  insult  what  they  bad  so  long  adored :  confounding 
the  Deity  himself  in  their  resentments  against  his  worship. 

The  Commune  desii'ed  to  replace  the  ceremonies  of  reli- 
gion by  other  spectacles,  to  which  the  people  flocked  na 
they  do  to  all  novel  sights.  The  profanation  of  sacred  pla- 
CM— -the  parody  of  myeteries— the  hiat  of  pagan  rites — 
were  the  attractions  to  these  pomps.  It  was  bdieved  that 
after  many  ages  there  whs  now  a  sweeping  out  of  these 
Aa,rk.  vaults,  snd  that  a  flood  of  light,  libeny,  and  reason 
was  entering. 

But  sincerity-  of  purpoae  wu  utterly  wonting  at  these 
fittt.  There  was  no  adoration  at  these  meetings — no  soul 
at  these  ceremonies.  Religions  do  not  spring  up  in  the 
market-place  at  the  voice  of  legislators  or  demagogues. 
The  rehgton  of  Chaumette  and  the  Commune  was  merely 
a  popular  opera  tranaferr«d  from  the  theater  to  the  tabeik 
nacle. 

The  inaugnration  of  this  worship  took  place  at  the  Co» 
vention  on  the  9th  of  November.  Chaumette,  accompanied 
by  the  members  of  the  Commune,  and  osconed  by  a  vast 
crowd,  entered  the  apartment  to  the  sounds  of  Riosic  and 
the  chorus  of  patriotic  hymns.  He  conducted  by  the  band 
one  of  the  handsomcA  courtesans  of  Paris,  the  idol  being 
half  covered  with  a  long  blue  vul.  A  hand  of  prostitutes, 
her  companions,  followed,  escorted  by  a  group  of  seditious 
citizens.  This  ibul  assemblage  entered  the  hall  confiisedly, 
and  seated  themselves  on  the  benches  of  the  deputies.  Le- 
quinio presided. 

Chaumette,  advancing  toward  him,  raised  the  vai!  which 
covered  the  courtesan,  and  her  beauty  striking  the  multitude, 
be  exclaimed,  "  Mortals !  recognize  no  other  divinity  than 
Reason,  of  which  I  present  to  yon  the  loveKest  and  purest 
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peraoiuficatioti."  At  theae  words,  Chaumetto  bowed  tatA 
nuide  a  semUance  c€  adoratioa.  The  preeident,  the  Coaven- 
tion,  and  the  people,  affertod  to  pay  ntnilar  worship.  A_^te  . 
in  honor  of  Reason  was  decreed  in  the  cuitedral  of  Paris. 
SongB  and  daticai  bailed  this  decree.  Some  members  of  the 
Convention — Armonville,  Drouet,  and  Lecarpender — joined 
in  these  dances.  A  Urge  portion  of  the  Auemhly,  however, 
appeared  c^  and  careless.  Satisfied  with  having'  voted  for 
these  saturnalia,  they  abandoned  them  to  the  people,  and 
blushed  at  participaiing  in  them.  Robespierre,  seated  be- 
side Saint-Just,  ^ected  inattention  and  indifference. .  His 
stem  countenance  did  not  give  way  for  a  moment.  He 
gave  a  glance  at  the  disorder  in  the  Chamber,  made  notes, 
and  then  conversed  with  some  one  sittit^  next  to  him.  The 
degradation  of  the  Revolution  appeared  to  him  its  crime  of 
greatest  magnitnde,  and  he  was  already  meditating  its  re- 
presaion.  At  the  moment  when  the  popular  orgies  were  at 
their  height,  he  rose,  with  ill-repreBsed  indignal^oD,  and 
retired  with  Saint-Just.  He  would  not  by  his  presenoa 
■anction  such  profaaations.  Robespierre's  departure  dis- 
concerted Chaomette.  The  president  raised  the  ntting, 
and  re«tEa«d  decency  within  ne  temple  of  the  laws. 

XXII, 
The  30th  of  December,  the  day  fixed  for  the  inatallatton 
of  the  new  worship,  the  'Commune,  the  Convention,  and 
the  authorities  of  I^ria,  went  in  a  body  to  the  cathedral. 
Chaumette,  seconded  by  Lais,  an  actor  at  the  opera,  had 
arranged  the  plan  of  tbe^Ste.  Mademoiselle  Maillard,  an 
actress,  in  the  fiill  bloom  of  youth  and  talent,  fofmerly  a 
favorite  of  the  qneen,  imd  high  in  popular  admiration,  had 
been  compelled  by  Chaamette's  threats  to  play  the  pan  of 
the  divinity  of  the  people,  ^e  entered  borne  on  a  palan- 
quin, the  seat  of  winch  was  formed  of  oak  brancbea. 
Women  dressed  in  white,  and  wearing  tri-colored  girdles, 
preceded  her.  Popalar  societies,  fraternal  female  societies, 
revolationary  committees,  secdocs,  groups  of  choristers, 
fungen,  and  opera-dancers  encircled  this  throne.  "With  the 
tbeatrical  cothunii  on  her  feet,  a  Phrygian  cap  on  her 
head,  her  frame  scarcely  covered  vrith  a  white  tunic,  over 
which  a  6owing  cloak  of  skj-blue  was  thrown,  the  priestess 
was  borne,  at  ue  sotmd  of  tnatruments,  to  the  foot  of  the 
altar,  and  plac«d  on  the  spot  where  the  adoration  <tf  the 
&idili)l  at  latriy  Boogfat  the  mystic  braad  tratMEeimed  into 
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k  dmnitj.  Behiad  her  wsi  ■  rwat  torch,  emblematioal  of 
tW  Bglit  (tf  pbikMoiAjr,  destined  henceforward  to  be  the 
ao)e  flaine  of  the  inleriar  t^  ibeee  Mmplea.  The  actreaa 
lighted  this  flambeko.  ChauniMte,  i«ceiviDg  the  ateeiueir, 
in  which  the  periiime  was  borniag,  jroin  the  faanda  of  the 
two  acolytn,  knelt,  and  wsTed  it  in  ^le  air.  A  mntilated 
atatue  of  ibe  Virgin  was  lyias  at  hia  feet.  Cbaunietta 
apoatrophized  the  maibia,  and  defied  it  to  resunie  its  place 
in  ihe  respect  of  the  ptiople.  Dances  and  hynnis  attracted 
ibe  eyes  and  eus  of  the  spectaton.  No  profanation  was 
wanting  in  the  old  temple,  whose  foundations  were  con- 
founded with  the  fonndations  of  religion  and  monarchy. 
Forced  by  terror  to  be  present  at  this  Jiie,  Biahop  Gobel 
wu  dicre,  in  &  tribune,  at  this  parody  of  the  rayBleries 
which  three  day*  before  he  had  celebrated  at  the  same 
•har.  Motioolen  from  foar,  tears  of  shame  rolled  down 
die  bishop's  cheeks.  ■ 

A  similar  worahip  was  imitated  in  all  the  churcbee 
throughout  the  departmentB.  The  light  surface  of  France 
bent  before  every  wind  from  Paris.  Only  instead  of  di* 
Tinitiea  borrowed  fi'om  the  theatera,  the  represents tives  in 
miaaion  compelled  modest  wives  and  innocent  young  maid- 
ens to  display  themaelves  to  the  adorationB  of  the  public  in 
these  spectacles. 

XXIII. 

The  deTSStation  ot  aanctuaries,  and  the  dispersion  ol 
relics,  followed  the  inauguraUon  of  the  sUeKorical  wonhip  of 
Chaumette.  Tbey  burnt  on  the  Place  de  Grjrve,  a  place 
conecrsted  to  punishment,  the  remiuna  of  Sainte  Glenevi^re, 
the  popular  patroness  of  Paris,  and  threw  her  ashea  to  the 
wind.  They  pursued  the  traditions  of  religion  even  to 
their  sepulchera,  whither  tbey  had  already  pursued  the 
memories,  respect,  and  superatidon  of  the  country.  Dea^ 
itself  was  not  an  inviolable  asylum  for  the  relics  of  kings. 
A  decree  of  the  Convention  had  comrasnded,  in  hatred  of 
royalty,  the  deatruotion  of  the  torobn  of  the  kings  of  St. 
Denis.  The  Commune,  exaggerating  political  power,  bad 
changed  ibis  decree  into  an  attack  against  the  dead,  his- 
tory, and  humanity.  It  had  ordered  the  exburnaiioD  of 
bones,  the  spoliation  of  the  Erave,  the  carrying  away  of 
tbe  lead  of  the  coflSna  to  coat  into  balls. 

This  sacrilegious  order  was  executed  by  the  commission 
•ws  of  the  Commune,  with  al)  the  circuntMances  and  all  the 
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derision  befitting  tb«  horror  of  sucb  an  act.  The  fwnpUn, 
sav^e  over  these  tuml>a,  seemed  to  exbume  their  own  his* 
tory,  and  scatter  it  to  the  winds.  The  ax  broke  jhe  gate* 
of  bronze  presented  by  Charlemagne,  to  tbe  BosiHca  of 
Saint  Denis.  Gratings,  roofing,  statues,  all  were  broken 
and  ground  to  atoms  under  the  hanimer.  They  raised  Um 
stones,  ransacked  the  vaults,  violated  the  resting-places  of 
the  departed.  Curiosity,  blending  with  mockery,  sou^t 
out,  beneath  tbe  swathings  and  shrouds,  embalmed  corpses, 
crumbled  flesh,  calcined  bones,  empty  skulls  of  kmgs, 
queona,  pi-ioces,  ministers,  bishops,  wnoee  names  bad  be«i 
&tmous  in  the  past  histoiy  of  France.  P^pin,  the  founder 
of  the  Carlovingian  dynasty,  and  father  of  Charlemagne, 
was  now  but  a  pincb  of  gray  ashes,  wliicb  was  in  a  moment 
scattered  by  the  wind.  The  mu^lated  heads  of  Turenne, 
Duguescliu,  Louis  XIL,  Francois  I.,  were  rolled  on  to  tbe 
pavement.      They  trampled  on  heaps  of  scepters,  crowna, 

Saatoral  crosiers,  and  historical  and  religious  attributes.  A 
eep  fosse,  in  which  quicklime  was  thrown  to  consume  the 
dead  bodies,  was  made  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Valois.  Pei^ 
fiimes  were  burned  in  the  caverns  to  purify  the  air.  There 
wore  heard,  after  each  blow  of  tbe  ax,  the  shouts  of  the 
grave-diggers,  who  uncovered  the  remains  of  a  king,  and 
threw  about  his  bones. 

Beneath  the  choir  were  buried  the  princes  and  princesses 
of  the  first  race,  and  somie  of  the  third.  Hugues  Capet, 
Philip  the  Bold,  Philip  the  Handsome.  They  rent  away 
tbeir  rags  of  silk,  atid  threw  them  on  a  bed  of  quicklime. 

Heniy  IV.,  bmbalmed  with  skill  by  Italians,  preserved 
still  his  historic  physiognomy.  His  uncovered  breast  dis< 
played  the  two  wounds  whence  his  life  had  flowed  away. 
His  beard,  perfumed  and  spread  out  like  a  fan,  as  in  his 
portraits,  proved  the  care  which  this  voluptuous  king  took 
of  his  face.  His  memory,  revered  by  the  people,  protected 
him  for  the  moment  from  pi'ofanadon.  Tne  multitude,  for 
two  days,  silently  marcbeo  round  this  still  popular  corpse. 
Placed  in  the  choir,  at  the  foot  of  ^le  altar,  he  recwved, 
dead,  tbe  respectful  homage  of  the  mutilstora  of  royalty. 
Jdvugues,  a  representative  of  the  people,  was  indignant  at 
this  postbumiius  superstition.  He  endeavored  to  prove  to 
the  people,  in  a  few  words,  that  this  king,  bnve  and  amor- 
ous, had  rather  been  tbe  seducer  than  the  (nend  of  Ida 
people.  "  He  deceived,"  said  Javogues,  "  God,  hia  naik 
tresses,  and  hift  people  :  let  him  not  deoeive  postari^  a&d 
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yo«r  justice  t"     Tbey  flang  tko  cBTcaH  of  Henry  IV.  into 
tibe  cominon  foMe. 

His  aons  and  grsudsons,  Louis  XIU.  and  XIV.,  follow- 
ed. Louis  Xltl-  was  but  a  nmmmy.  Louis  XI V.,  a  black 
indistinguisbable  hum  of  aromarics.  The  man  disappear' 
ed,  after  his  death,  in  bia  perfiiioeB,  as,  darioK  bis  life,  ii 


bis  pride.  Tb«  Tauk  of  the  Bnurboas  rendered  up  its 
dead — queens,  daupbinesaes,  priocesaes,  were  carried  away 
in  armaful  by  the  woricmen,  aiNt  cast  into  die  trencb.    Lonia 


XV.  came  last  out  of  tbo  tomb  :  ibe  infection  of  bis  reign 
aeeroed  to  issue  from  his  Mpnlcber.  They  were  obliged  to 
bum  a  mass  of  gunpowder  to  dissipate  the  mepbitie  odor 
of  tbe  corpse  of  tbis  princo,  wboae  acandalous  life  bad  de- 
graded royalty. 

In  tbe  vault  of  Charles,  they  found,  beside  ChsriM  V.,  a 
hand  of  jusdoe  and  a  golden  crown,  and  spindles  and  maiv 
riage-rings,  in  tbe  coffin  of  Jeanne  de  Bourbon,  bb  wife 

The  \Bult  of  the  Valins  was  empty,  and  tbe  just  bate  of 
the  people  sought  Louis  XI.  in  vam.  He  had  beeTt  buried 
in  one  of  the  sanctuaries  of  the  Virgin,  whom  be  bad  so 
often  invoked,  even  to  aid  in  faia  crimes. 

Tnrenne'a  body,  mutilated  by  a  ball,  was  venerated  by 
the  people ;  and  it  was  secretly  removed,  and  for  nine 
years  preserved  in  the  lofb  of  the  Cabinet  of  Natnral  His- 
tory in  tbe  Jardin  des  Plaintes,  among  the  etuffed  remains 
of  animala.  Tbe  military  tomb  of  the  Invalids  was  ren< 
dared  to  this  hero  by  the  bands  of  a  fellow-soldier.  Du- 
gueadin,  Sngor,  Vend6me — heroes,  abb6s,  ministers  of  tbe 
monarchy,  were  cast  headlong  into  the  earth,  which  con- 
founded their  recollections  of  glory  with  tbe  recollections 
of  aerritude. 

Dagobert  I.,  and  hia  wife  Halilde  had  reposed  in  tbe 
same  sepnlcber  for  twelve  centuries.  Matilde'ti  skeleton 
wanted  the  bead,  like  the  skeletons  of  several  other  queens. 
King  John  closed  up  the  file  of  this  mournful  procesaion 
of  tbe  dead.  They  feund  one  spoil  vras  wanting.  It  was 
that  of  a  young  princess,  daughter  of  Louis  XV.,  who  bsd 
fled  into  a  nunnery  to  avoid  the  scandals  of  the  throne,  and 
,  had  died  there  under  the  Carmelite's  habit.  The  vengeance 
of  tbe  Revolution  went  to  seek  this  virsin's  body,  even  in 
tbe  tomb  of  the  cloister,  whither  she  had  escaped  from  the 
grandeurs  of  life.  Her  coffin  was  brOu^t  to  St.  Denis,  in 
(wder  that  it  might  be  tnade  to  undergo  the  penalty  of  ex- 
'"™''™i  and  expoBuro,    No  relic  was  opared.    Nothing 
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diM  hod  been  royal  was  jadged  innocent.  Brutal  instinct 
forealed  in  die  Rerolutioi)  the  desire  to  repudiate  all  tho 
past  of  France.  It  lougbt  to  teu*  out  eveiy  pa^  in  hia- 
tocy,  and  to  date  all  froio  the  Republic 


BOOS  UII. 
L 

Pahs  was  not  alone  a  prey  to  tbMe  devutationH  and  thii 
rage.  The  repreMntatiTea  of  the  Convention  and  the 
agents  of  the  Commune  traversed  the  whole  auHace  of 
FrAnce.  Cftirier,  at  Nantes,  endeavored  to  surpass  in  ex- 
ecutions the  number  and  ferocity  of  those  of  Collet  d'Her- 
bois  at  Lyons.  Carrier  sought  in  the  mythology  of  the 
primitive  Christians  and  in  the  depravMion  of  the  Roman 
empire,  execuiitms  lo  renew  and  refinements  of  death  to 
surpass.  He  invented  torturvs  and  obscenities  to  season  to 
his  imagination  the  blood  with  which  he  waBsatiated.  The 
Convention  turned  away  their  eyes.  Nantes  was  a  field 
of  carnage,  where  every  thing  was  permitted,  as  in  the 
fury  of  combat.  The  pissHge  of  the  Loire  by  the  Ven- 
d^ans,  the  insurrection  of  the  nohles,  the  prieats,  and  the 
peasants,  the  pretended  complicity  of  the  iahabitants  <^ 
Nsntes,  had  given  to  Carrier  an  entire  people  to  execnte. 

This  man  was  not  one  of  opinion,  but  of  depraved  in- 
stincts. He  had  no  idtta  but  that  of  fiiry.  Murder  was 
bis  philosophy,  blood  all  his  sensuality.  Carrier  was  bom 
in  those  mountains  of  Auvergne  where  the  men  ere  strong-, 
hardy,  and  wild  as  tbftir  climate.  A  population  isolated 
by  its  race  and  its  mannetv,  in  the  center  of  France,  which 
seems  to  have  in  Its  fibres  some  portion  of  the  fire  and  iron 
of  its  mines  and  volcanoes.  Carrier,  bom  in  a  village,  sent 
to  Aurillac  to  study  as  a  lawyer,  hardened  by  the  practice 
of  that  Bubsltem  chicanery,  which  closes  the  heart  and 
sours  the  speech  of  litigious  men,  had  become  a  dedaimer 
and  agitator  of  bis  counby.  They  chose  him,  from  his  en- 
ergy uf  purpose  and  ferocity  of  soul,  to  send  him  to  the 
Convention.  They  thought  they  discerned  in  him  an  invin- 
cible soldier  of  the  Revolution ;  be  was  but  an  executioner. 
He  was  then  upward  of  forty  years  of  age.  Without  tal- 
ent in  the  Convention,  he  bad  never  spoken  but  vociferously. 
Tin  toost  nctraow  in»aBV«s,  nd  WKong  others  the  ee- 
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tkbHabniMit  of  a  rerolattonarv  tribonal,  bad  wraD^  front 
him  some  phraaoi  of  approDation,  La  Montague  bad 
thougfal  pmper  to  carry  tmror  into  the  disturbed  proTineea. 
Tfaey  seat  Mm  to  Nantas,  to  animate  the  republican  amy 
by  bis  patriutiam.  He  had  been  cowardly  in  combat,  ter- 
rible in  Tengeance.  After  tbe  rout  of  tbe  royaliit  amiT, 
he  had  established  at  Nantea,  not  his  tribunal,  but  hi> 
butchery.  More  than  eight  thouMiid  victims  bad  already 
been  shot  in  the  dep6ts,  consisting  uf  pHsoners,  sick,  and 
women  and  children,  whom  the  fugitive  anny  lefl  upon 
their  march.  This  was  little  for  Carrier.  He  presented 
himself  with  naked  saber  in  hand,  to  the  popular  society 
of  Nantes ;  he  harangued  tbe  club ;  he  abus«d  its  sloth ; 
be  pointed  out  to  it  the  merchants  and  rich  people  as  the 
worst  kind  of  aristocracy,  and  demanded  fire  hundred  cit- 
izens. He  wrote  to  General  Haxo,  that  the  iatention  of 
the  Convention  was  to  depopulate  and  bum  the  country. 
He  formed,  under  the  nante  of  the  Company  of  Marat,  a 
bond  of  Htipeodiaries,  paid  at  ten  Iranca  per  day,  to  be  Uie 
guards  of  his  person  and  the  executoia  of  his  orders.  He 
shut  himself  up,  tike  Tiberius  at  Caprea,  in  a  country  villa 
in  the  faubourg  uf  Nantes,  and  made  himself  inaccessible, 
to  increase  fright  by  mystery.  He  allowed  no  one  to  ap- 
proach him  but  bis  satellites.  He  selected,  among  the 
most  abject  and  half-starved  men  of  the  refuse  of  Nantes, 
the  members  of  the  reVolutioDary  committees,  aud  of  the 
military  commission,  charged  to  legalise  his  atrocities,  by 
an  appearance  of  judgment. 

A  ptsrson  named  Lambertye,  created  by  bim  adjulant- 
general,  was  his  instrument  Lambertye  carried  his  orders 
to  the  military  commission,  commanded  the  troops,  enroll- 
ed tbe  executioners,  executed  murders  ea  ma»»e,  and  par- 
titioned tbe  apoiia.  Not  content  with  having  caused  eighty 
victims  to  he  shot  at  one  time  without  judgment,  Carrier 
gave  an  order  to  the  president  of  tbe  military  commisMon 
to  deliver  up  the  prisons  and  the  depots  to  Lambertye,  to 
execute  therein  hia  nocturnal  slaughter.  Tbe  Company  of 
Marat  and  the  detachments  of  troops  in  garrison  at  Nantes, 
directed  by  Lambertye,  thus  emptied  the  prisons,  while 
civil  agents  of  tbe  proconsul  filled  them  by  their  denun- 


It. 
TIm  town  and  dcpaitiB€iit  wan  no  Imgar  peoplad  bvt 
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by  murderers  Biid  by  victinu.  Pillttge  served  as  incitetnent 
to  murder.  Murder  absolved  theft  ;  coimnerce  was  sup- 
pressed, the  merchants  imprisoned,  property  sequestrated. 
Every  movement  of  life  was  at  a  stand  still.  Residence 
was  a  sin,  flight  a  crime,  wealth  a  denuociation.  All  tbe 
principal  citizens,  repuhlicans  or  royalists,  were  crammed 
into  the  dmigeoDs.  The  bloodhounds  of  Carrier,  and  tbe 
satellites  of  Lambertye,  brought  the  suspected  in  flocks 
fnim  the  towns  and  neighboring- cniiniieH  intn  the  depicts  of 
Nantes.  A  single  one  of  these  JopfiCs  contained  fifteen 
hundred  women  and  children,  without  beds,  without  straw, 
without  6re,  and  without  covering,  plunged  into  their  in- 
fection, sod  sometimes  abandoned  for  two  days  without 
Douriflhment.  These  human  shambles  were  only  emp^ed 
by  fusillades.  The  citizens  redeemed  their  life  only  by 
their  fortunes — women  by  iheir  prostitution.  Those  who 
refused  these  io&mous  compliances  were  sent,  even  when 
pregnant,  to  esecbiion.  A  great  number  of  Vend^an  wo- 
men, who  had  followed  their  husbands  from  beyond  tbe 
Loire,  and  who  were  gathered  together  in  the  fields,  were 
shot  with  tbe  infants  which  they  were  about  to  bring  into 
the  world.  Tbe  executioners  called  this  striking  royalistD 
in  the  germ  I 

Seven  hundred  priests  suffered  martyrdom  ,■  some  for 
their  faith,  others  for  their  opinion — all  for  their  dress. 
Tbe  phantoms  of  judgments  were  too  tardy  and  too  multi- 
plied in  the  eyes  of  Carrier.  The  tribunal  commenced 
murmuring  at  its  own  servility.  Carrier  called  tbe  sus- 
pected members  to  him,  loaded  them  with  invectives,  and 
even  blows,  brandished  his  saber  before  their  eyes,  and  de- 
manded from  tbem  the  heads  which  were  marked  out,  or 
their  own.  His  executioners  trembled,  and  were  secretly 
indignant  at  him.  He  felt  thai  his  instrument  of  murder 
was  worn  out — he  invented  a  new  one. 

The  parrieide  Nero,  drowning  Agrippina  iu  a  sanken 
galley,  to  impute  his  crime  to  the  sea,  furnished  to  one  of 
the  eeids  of  Carrier  an  idea  which  be  adopted.  Death  by 
fire  and  sword  made  a  noise,  scattered  blo4>d,  and  lea 
bodies  to  be  buried  and  be  counted.  The  silent  water  of 
tbe  Loire  was  dumb,  and  would  render  no  account.  Tbe 
bottom  of  the  sea  alone  would  know  tbe  number  of  victims. 
Carrier  caused  mariners  to  be  brought,  as  pitiless  as  him> 
■elf.  He  ordered  them,  without  much  mystery,  to  pierce 
plug-holes  ID  a  eertaia  niunber  of  decked  vessels,  so  as  to 
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■iak  then  frith  their  Kvinc  cargoet,  in  PUtt  of  the  riT«c 
which  he  aboukl  order,  unaer  pretext  ot  transportiag  the 
prisonera  from  one  dep6t  to  another.  One  of  thcM  rnari- 
nan  asking  him  for  a  written  order;  "Am  I  not  a  repro- 
flentative  1  "  answered  Carrier.  "  Ought  you  not  to  hare 
eonfidenra  in  me  for  the  labora  I  command  jrou  ?  Not  lo 
much  myueiy,"  added  he ;  "  you  must  throw  theae  fiftj 
priesta  into  the  water  when  you  are  in  the  middle  of  the 
current." 

in. 

Theae  order*  were  st  firat  executed  secretly  end  under 
the  color  of  accidenta  of  navigation.  Bui  aoon  these  naral 
exM:utiona,  of  which  the  waves  of  the  Loire  bore  witneaa 
even  to  its  mouth,  became  a  spectacle  for  Carrier,  and  &r 
his  couTtiefH.  He  furnished  a  galley  of  pleasure,  of  which 
he  made  a  present  to  his  aceomptice  Lamhertye,  under 
pretext  of  watching  the  banks  of  the  river.  This  veasel, 
adnmed  with  all  the  delicacies  of  furniture,  provided  with 
all  the  winea  and  all  the  necesaaries  of  feasting,  became 
the  most  general  theater  of  these  executions.  Cairiw 
embarked  therein,  some'jrues  hiniaelf  with  bia 


and  his  cuurtesans,  to  make  trips  upon  the  water. 
'While  he  yielded  himself  up  to  the  jojs  of  wine  and  love 
on  dock,  his  victims  encloeed  in  the  bold,  saw,  at  a  given 
aignal,  the  valves  open,  and  the  waves  of  the  Lcnre  swal- 
low them  up.  A  stifled  groaning  announced  to  the  crew 
tliat  hundreds  of  lives  had  just  breathed  thmr  last  under 
their  feet.  They  continued  their  cvgies  upon  this  floating 
aepul^er. 

Som^imea  CaTrier,  Lanibettye,  and  their  accompKcee 
rejoiced  in  the  cruel  pleasure  of  this  spectacle  of  agony. 
They  caused  victims  of  either  sex  in  couple*  to  mountupon 
the  deck.  Stripped  of  their  garments,  tbey  bound  them, 
face  to  face,  one  to  the  other — a  prieat  with  a  nun,  a  young 
man  with  a  yonng  girl — they  suspended  them  thus  naked 
and  interlaced  by  a  cord  passed  under  the  shoulders  through 
a  block  of  the  vessel ;  they  aported,  with  harrihle  sarcasms, 
on  this  parody  of  raarrisge  in  death,  and  then  flung  the 
victims  into  the  river.  Thia  cannibal  sport  was  termed 
"  republican  marriages." 

These  drownings  of  Nantee  lasted  many  months.  En- 
tire villages  perisWd  e*  inaue  in  military  executions,  the 
anihora  vaA  exe^utora  of  which  tfaeaoelree  diua  recounted 
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the  slaugfateT — "  We  saw  the  voluoteen,  conibrmably  to 
the  orden  of  tfaeir  chiefs,  throw  children  from  band  to 
hsitd,  make  them  fly  from  bayonet  to  bajonet,  bum  the 
houses,  rip  up  the  belliea  of  the  pregnant  women,  and 
burn  efaildran  of  founeen  yean  okl."  These  murdera  did 
not  yet  latirfy  Carrier,  ftladnese  bewildered  his  reason, 
bis  words,  and  bis  actions;  but  his  madness  was  still  san- 
guinary. The  people  of  Nantes,  witnesses  and  victims  of 
oiis  Inry,  seeing  tfae  Couvention  mute,  dared  not  accuse  as 
madneBs  those  acts  which  the  satellites  of  this  procansul 
called  patriotism.  The  slightest  murmur  was  imputed  to 
crime.  Carrier,  having  learned  that  some  secret  denancia- 
dons  had  been  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
caused  two  hundred  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Nantes 
to  be  arrested,  buried  tfaem.  in  dungeons,  and  afterward 
caused  tbem  to  be  slowly  dragged,  attached  in  couples,  to 
Paris.  A  young  commissioner  of  public  iuHtruction,  son 
of  a  representative  named  Juron,  was  sent  to  Nantes  by 
Robespierre  to  invast^te  tfae  crimes  of  Carrier.  He 
informed  Robespierre  of  the  excesses  by  which  Carrier 
dishonored  terror  itself.  Carrier  was  recalled.  But  La 
Monttgne  dared  not  disavow  him  or  defame  him.  This 
was  one  of  those  wrongs  most  justly  imputed  as  a  reproach 
to  Robeqiierre,  allowing  Gamer  to  escape  with  impunity. 
Not  to  avenge  humanity  of  these  illegal  acts,  wan  to  de- 
clare himself  either  too  weak  to  pnni^  them,  or  proaerU>ar 
sufficient  to  accept  tbem. 

IV. 
Joseph  LeboD  decimated,  at  Anas  and  at  Camhray,  the 
departments  of  the  North  and  of  the  Fas  de  Calais.  Tbia 
DBB  is  an  example  of  the  frenzy  which  seized  some  weak 
heads  in  the  great  oscillations  of  opinion.  TimM  have 
their  crimes  as  well  as  men.  Blood  is  as  contagious  as  air. 
Tfae  Cever  of  revolutions  has  its  delirium.  Lebon  proved 
it,  and  manifested  it  in  all  ita  excesses,  during  the  short 

E bases  of  a  life  of  thirty  years.  In  a  period  nf  quiet,  he 
od  aci^uired  the  name  of  a  man  of  worth ;  in  darker  days, 
he  left  the  renown  of  a  pitiless  pnMcriber. 

Born  at  Arras,  a  compatriot  of  Robespierre,  Lebon  had 
aniervd  into  tfae  order  of  the  Oratory,  the  nursery  for  men 
who  were  destined  to  public  tuition.  Rejected  from  tbe 
nile  of  this  order,  Lafaon  became  carate  of  Vemois,  near 
BaouB^  at  the  eommeaoeBont  of  this  Revglutioa.     His 
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ragwlar  (MSty,  fab  raantien,  Knd  fais  feeling  for  humin 
■lisary  made  Lebon,  at  thu  period,  the  model  of  prieata. 
The  philaotliropic  doctrinea  of  the  RevolutloD  mingled 
tbMnoetvea  tn  hii  mind  with  the  ipirit  of  IJbeny,  of  equal' 
ity,  and  of  th«  charity  of  Cbristianity.  He  believed  be 
pereeived  the  torch  of  political  truth  to  be  enlightened  by 
the  age  at  the  torch  of  divine  iaith.  He  was  impaaBionad 
with  seal  and  hope  for  thia  religion  of  the  people,  bo 
aimilar  to  the  religion  of  Chriat.  His  &ith  itaelf  inciled 
him  BgciuBt  hiB  faith.  He  separated  bim8«lf  from  Rome  to 
unite  niroaelf  to  the  conBtituUoiial  church.  When  pbiluaa- 
phy  repudiated  thia  achigmatic  church,  Lebon  repudiated 
It  in  hi«  turn.  He  married.  He  returned  to  hia  country. 
The  pledge  he  had  given  to  the  Revolution  cauaed  it  to 
elevate  him  to  public  employ.     The  aaeendnncy  of  Robea- 

Eierre  and  of  Seint-JuBt,  at  Arraa,  brought  him  to  the 
onvention.  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  did  not 
think  they  could  confide  to  a  more  IruBtworthy  man  tbe 
mission  i^  watching  over  and  quelling  the  coiitTB-revoln- 
tiunary  plots  of  tfaoae  departments  in  the  iietgliborhood  of 
the  frontiers,  subraiMive  to  the  priests,  and  wrought  upon 
by  the  conspiracies  of  Domouriez.  Lebon  there,  at  first, 
showed  himself  indulgent,  patient,  and  jusL  He  slackened 
his  hand  to  put  down,  without  striking,  the  enemies  of  the 
Revolutiou  and  the  suspected.  Denounced  by  the  Jaco- 
bins (HI  account  of  his  moderation,  t'fae  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  recalled  him  to  Paris  to  reprimand  him  fur  his 
weakness. 

Whether  it  were  that  the  tone  of  this  reprimand  had 
caosed  the  terror  which  he  was  ordered  to  carry  to  Arras 
to  peoetrvte  into  his  own  aoul,  or  whtiber  the  fire  of  civic 
fury  had  ignited  Inm,  he  returned,  at  any  r&te,  another 
man  into  the  north.  The  empty  prisons  at  his  voice  were 
filled.  He  named,  for  judges  aiid  juries,  tbe  moat  ferocious 
republicans  (^  the  clubs.  He  dictated  the  sentences.  He 
paraded  the  guillotine  from  town  to  town.  He  honored 
the  executioner  ks  the  chief  magisti'ate  of  liberty.  He 
cauaed  him  to  dine  publicly  at  his  table,  as  if  to  reiustate 
death.  Nobles,  pnests,  parents  of  emigrants,  citizens, 
fermers,  servants,  women,  old  men,  and  children  who  had 
not  even  attaiued  the  age  of  crime,  and  Btrtngers  who 
knew  not  even  how  to  read  the  laws  of  the  country — he 
mingled  all  in  the  arrests  which  he  commanded  bis  assiuaiua 
to  execute,  and  which  execution  he  himself  watched  -nac 
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Bluod,  of  which  h«  had  had  a  horror,  became  aa  water  in 
his  eyes.  He  was  present,  from  a  raised  balcony,  on  a 
level  with  the  guillutiDe,  al  the  execution  of  the  condemned. 
He  endeavored  to  cause  hia  wife  to  view  with  leu  horror 
the  death  of  the  enemies  of  the  people.  He  seemed  Co 
repent  of  his  ancient  humanity  as  of  a  weakness.  The 
only  crime,  in  his  eyes,  was  pity  for  the  con tra-re volution- 
iatg,  and  tbi'  tlie  priests,  the  companions  of  his  prior  faith. 
He  made  triumphal  entiies  into  the  cities,  preceded  bjr 
the  instrument  of  execation,  and  accompanied  by  judges, 
denunciators,  and  executionere.  He  insulted  end  dismissed 
the  authorities.  He  replaced  them  with  denunciators.  He 
caused  to  be  inscribed  over  his  door — "  Those  who  shall 
enter  here  to  solicit  the  liberty  of  the  ditenuM,  shall  not 
issue  forth  but  to  take  their  place."  He  stripped  the  sus- 
pected of  their  wealth,  and  the  condemned  women  of  their 
jewels,  and  coiifiscated  these  legacies  of  the  scaffold  to  the 
profit  of  the  republic  Ho  drove  from  popular  aocietv 
those  women  whose  modesty  prevented  them  from  taking 
part  in  the  patriotic  dances  ordered,  under -pain  of  im- 
priwmment.  He  bad  them  exposed,  upon  a  platform,  to 
the  interrogaiione  and  yells  of  the  populace.  He  had  thus 
raised  upon  this  tootstool  of  infamy  a  young  girl  of  seven- 
teen, his  cousin,  wbo  had  refused  to  dance  in  these  civic 
cbwrs.  He  insulted  her  with  his  own  tongue,  and  th^ea^ 
ened  to  make  her  expiate  her  refusal  in  the  dungeon.  He 
searched  for,  and  struck  with  his  own  hand,  young  girls 
and  women  who  read  aristocratic  books.  He  condemned 
and  guillotined  whole  familiea,  and  laid  low  twenty  heads 
at  once.     He  puisued  vengeance  beyoud  the  scaffold. 


In  the  south  the  proconaul,  Maignet,  bom,  like  Carrier, 
in  the  mountains  of  Auvergne,  yielded  to  the  sanguinary 
example  of  the  assasains  of  Avignon,  He  burned,  by  order 
of  the  Coramiiiee  of  Public  Safety,  the  little  town  of  Be- 
JoHjii,  sigualized  as  a  focus  of  royalty,  after  having  expelled 
the  inliabitanis.  He  instigated  the  creation  of  a  popular 
commission  at  Orange,  to  purge  the  south.  Ten  thousand 
victims  fell  much  leaa  under  the  ax  of  the  republic,  than 
under  the  vengeance  of  their  own  personal  enemies.  In 
this  climate  uf  £re,  all  ideas  sre  passions— sll  j 
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appeared  ) 

ieeliag  for  ttunily  and  tbew  domettic  details.  The  sjUem 
which  thoM  men  adopted  bad  degraded  tbem  to  impawi- 
bility.  Aa  for  the  rest,  crimea  called  reaction  into  the 
departmenta.  Royatista,  modern,  patriota — all  used  die 
■atofl  we&poM.  C^inion*  became,  for  all,  penonal  hatreds 
aod  aasaMinatious.  Men  in  maaka  having  been  ititrodiiced, 
at  night,  ioto  the  couDtnr-boiue  of  one  of  the  principal 
republicans  of  Arignon,  uiained  faia  aerrants,  bis  wife,  and 
his  daughters,  dragged  him  into  hia  cellar,  and  sliot  him 
under  the  eyes  of  bis  own  son,  whom  tfaej  forced  to  hold 
a  lamp  to  light  their  aim.  Maignet  seised  this  occasion  to 
arrest  alt  the  relations  .of  emigrants,  and  all  women  sus- 
pected of  attachment  lo  the  proscribed.  The  south,  pressed 
bj  a  coloBj  of  Montagnarda,  and  by  the  rerolutionary  com- 
■niasiofl  of  Orange,  dared  '>io  longer  act  under  the  hand  of 
4^  ConTeotioD. 

At  Bordeaoz,  aeven  hundred  and  fif^  beads  of  the  fed- 
eralists had  already  rolled  under  the  iron  of  the  guillotine. 
The  triumvirate  of  Isabeau,  of  Baudot,  end  of  Tallien 
pacified  La  Oironde.  Jsabcau,  an  ancient  orator,  like 
Fouchti,  a  man  of  vigor,  and  not  of  carriage ;  Baudot,  tbe 
deputy  of  SaStM-et-Loire,  urging  republican  zeal  to  a  fever, 
but  not  to  cruelty ; .  Taltien,  young,  handsome,  and  intoxi- 
cated with  bis  reputation,  proud  of  the  friendship  of  Danton, 
Bometimes  terrible  and  sometimes  indulgent,  causing  some 
to  expect  vengeance  and  others  pity^Tallien  thought  he 
felt  himself  destined  to  great  things.  He  goTemea  Bor- 
deaux as  a  sovereign  of  a  conquered  province,  rather  than 
as  a  delegate  of  a  popular  democracy.  He  desired  to 
make  himself  feared  and  adored  at  the  same  time.  The 
son  of  a  father  nourished  in  tbe  domesticity  of  an  illus- 
trious family,  educated  himself  by  the  patronage  of  this 
family,  Tallien  brought  into  the  republic  the  tastes,  the  ele- 
gances, tbe  pride,  and  also  tbe  corruptions  of  aristocracy. 

vn. 

At  the  moment  when  Tallien  arrived  at  Bordeaux,  a 
young  Spanish  woman,  of  striking  beauty,  of  tender  feel- 
ings, and  of  passionate  imagination  was  detained  there,  in 
her  route  towai-d  Spain,  by  the  arrest  of  her  husband.  She 
nailed  beraelf  thea  MatUme  de  Fontenay.    She  wa»  the 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


HADAHE   DE   FONTINAT.  811 

daughter  of  the  Coant  da  Cabarrus.  The  Count  of  Ca- 
barrus, French  by  origin,  and  established  in  Spain,  bad 
risen,  by  his  eetiiua  Cur  finauce,  to  the  highest  amploys  in 
the  monarchy  under  the  reign  of  Charles  III.  Born  at 
Madrid,  of  a  Valencian  tnoitaer,  whom  Cabarrus  had  ele< 
vated,  the  fire  of  the  south,  the  langor  of  the  north,  and 
the  grace  of  France  united  in  her  person,  nuade  her  a 
living  Btatue  of  the  beauty  of  all  these  climates.  She  was 
one  of  those  women  whose  charms  are  power,  and  of  whom 
nature  avails  herself,  as  of  Cleopatra  or  of  Tbeodoi'a,  to 
enslave  those  who  ooalave  the  world,  and  to  tymnniae  over 
the  Boula  of  tyrants.  The  persecutions  to  which  her  father 
bad  submitted  at  Madrid,  for  the  price  of  his  sei'vices,  bed 
tauffht  the  young  Spaniard  from  her  infancy  to  detest  des- 
potism and  adore  liberty,  French  by  origin,  she  bad  be- 
come so,  in  heart, from  patriotism.  The  republic  appeared 
to  her  as  the  Nemesis  of  kings,  the  providence  of  nations, 
and  the  reetoration  of  nature  and  of  truth. 

At  the  theatres,  at  the  reviews,  in  the  popular  societie^ 
lajttes,  and  in  public  ceremonies  the  people  of  Bordeaux 
saw  her  enthusiasm  by  ber  presence,  by  her  costume,  and 
by  her  applause.  They  thought  ihey  beheld  in  her  the 
female  genius  of  the  republic  But  Madame  de  Fontenay 
had  a  horror  of  blood.  She  could  not  resist  a  tear.  She 
believed  generosity  to  be  the  excuse  of  power.  The  ne- 
cessity of  conquering  a  greater  popularity,  in  order  to  turn 
it  to  tlie  advantaga  of  mercy,  induced  her  to  appear  some- 
times in  thecluba,  and  to  speak.  Clothed  in  a  ruling  habit, 
her  hair  covered  with  a  hat  and  tri-colored  plume,  she 
made  many  republican  discourses.  The  intoxicalion  of 
thepeople  reaembled  love. 

The  name  of  Tallien  then  made  Bordeaux  tremble. 
They  spoke  of  the  representative  of  the  people  as  of  an 
implacable  man.  She  felt  herself  courageous  enough  to 
brave  biro,  seducing  enough  to  soften  him.  The  lame  of 
ancient  females  who  had  subjected  proscribers,  to  wreat 
victims  from  tbetn,  induced  her ;  the  ambition  of  niliog 
over  one  of  the  men  who,  at  this  moment  ruled  the  re- 
public,  intoxicated  her. 

She  conquered  the  representative  by  ber  first  look.  Tal- 
lien, under  whom  all  bent,  bowed  at  her  ti»et.  She 
usurped,  in  his  soul,  the  place  of  the  republic.  He  no 
longer  desired  power  but  to  allow  ber  to  partake  it ;  grea* 
DBSB.  but  to  raise  bor  to  it;  g^oty.  but  to  cover  her  witl 
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K,  Ab  bI)  men  do,  Trith  whom  pansion  anaouTita  to  deG 
rium,  be  cloried  in  his  freakness.  He  rejoiced  in  the  pub< 
licitj  of  bu  amour.  He  ilisplayed  it  with  pride  before  the 
people,  with  insolence  before  hia  colleag'Ues ;  while  the 
priaoni  were  gorged  with  captives,  while  the  emiasBriea  of 
the  repreientBtivea  tracked  the  Buspecled  in  the  fields,  and 
blood  flowed  in  torrents  on  the  ecafTDld,  Tallien,  intoxicated 
with  his  passion  for  Dona  Theresa,  paraded  ber  in  splen- 
did aqaipages,  to  the  delight  of  Bordeaux.  Cloihed  in 
the  light  drapery  of  the  Glreelc  stBtues,  which  displayml 
transpareoily  the  beauty  of  her  form,  a  spear  in  her  hand, 
and  the  other  gracefully  leant  upon  the  shoulder  of  the 
proconsul.  Dona  Theresa  affected  the  attitude  of  the  god- 
dess  of  liberty. 

But  she  rejoiced  more  in  being  secretly  the  divinity  of 
pardon.  This  woman  held  in  her  hand  the  heart  of  him 
who  controlled  life  and  death ;  she  was  supplicated  and 
adored  as  the  providence  of  the  persecuted.  The  execu- 
tionB  were  aoon  confined  In  only  those  men  pointed  out  by 
the- Committee  of  Public  Safety  aa  dangerous  to  the  re- 
public. The  judges  were  milder  from  the  example  of  the 
representative.  The  love  of  a  woman  iransrornied  terror: 
Bordeaux  forgot  ilB  seven  hundred  victims.  The  enlhu- 
aiastic  temper  of  the  Bonlelais  smiled  at  this  oriental  pro- 
consulship  of  Tallien.  Robespierre  was  provoked  at  it, 
hut  did  not  insist  upon  his  recall  to  Paris.  He  loved  bim 
better  aa  a  satrap  at  Bordeaux  than  as  a'conspirator  in  the 
Convention.  He  spoke  of  Tallien  with  contempt.  "These 
men,"  said  he,  "  are  fit  only  to  revive  vice.  They  inoculate 
the  people  with  the  liad  manners  of  the  aristocracy.  But 
patience — we  will  deliver  the  people  from  their  corrupters, 
as  we  have  delivered  them  from  their  tyrants." 

vni. 

Robeepierre  kept  bis  eye  on  these  proconsuls.  On  the 
return  of  Fouch^  from  his  raissiim  in  the  south,  he  broke 
out  in  reproaches  against  the  cruelty  of  the  Conventionalist. 
"Does  he  believe,  then,"  said  he,  speaking  of  Fouch^, 
"  that  the  blade  of  the  republic  is  a  scepter,  and  that  it 
will  not  recoil  upon  those  who  hold  it  1''  Fouch^  made 
vain  endeavors  to  become  reconciled  to  Robespierre.  Ro- 
benpierre  sent  hia  brother  on  a  mission  to  Vesoul  and  to 
Besaa^OD.  This  young  man  only  availed  himself  of  the 
high  power  which  hia  name  bestowed  upon  Hm  to  mods- 
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rate  hie  colleagues,  repreaa  executions,  and  to  open  tbs 
pnsoas.  After  a  discourse  of  clemency,  pronounoed  in  the 
popular  society  of  Vesoul,  ho  restored  liberty  to  eight 
hundred  detenu*.  This  indulgence  was  not  slow  in  bring- 
ing down  acandiil  on  bis  colleague  Bernard  de  Saintes. 
The  young  representative  pursued  his  miuion  of  clemency. 
The  presiaeut  of  the  club  of  Beson^oti,  coJ.s  by  birth, 
having  spoken  to  him  one  day  in  the  assembly  of  the  illus- 
triousaees  of  his  family  called  to  high  destiny ;  "  The 
services  which  my  brother  bss  rendered  to  the  Kevolution," 
replied  the  younge:  Robespierre,  "  are  all  personal.  The 
love  of  the  people  baa  been  the  reward  of^them.  I  kave 
nothing  to  claim  for  myself." 

Surrounded  by  the  relatives  of  the  dileiuu,  who  repre- 
eented  to  him  the  injustice  and  tyranny  of  his  colleagues, 
but  powerless  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Hauta  Sadne,  the 
younger  Robespierre  promised  them  to  bear  their  com- 
plaints to  the  Convention,  and  to  bring  hack  justice.  "  I 
shall  return  here  with  the  olive-branch  in  my  haud,  or  I 
will  die  for  you,"  said  he  to  them ;  for  I  go  to  defend  my 
head,  and  that  of  your  relatives  at  the  same  time."  This 
exalted  young  man  received,  with  the  respect  of  a  son,  the 
oracles  and  confidence  of  his  brother.  ITis  eloquence  was 
monotonous,  cold,  weak,  and  without  imagination.  It  was 
evident  that  be  diew  his  inspirations  from  a  system  mthar 
than  firom  his  sentiments. 


I. 

DiTBiNa  the  eaily  months  of  1794,  Saint-Just  and  Lebaa, 
sometimes  in  unison,  at  others  separated,  both  the  intimate 
cDufidauta  of  Robespierre,  ran  from  the  army  of  the  North 
to  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  and  from  Lille  to  Strasburg,  to 
reorganize  the  armies,  watch  the  generals,  and  to  stimulate 
and  moderate  the  public  miud  in  the  threatened  depart* 
ments,  Saint-Just  carried  not  only  the  nerve  of  an  inflex- 
ible win  into  the  tribunals,  but  displayed  on  the  field  of 
battle  the  impetuosity  of  his  youth,  and  the  example  of  an 
intrepidity  which  astonished  the  very  soldiery.  He  vras  no 
more  sparing  of  his  blood  than  of  his  renown. 

The  young  representalivB  bad  several  horses  kilted  under 
Toi..  in.— O 
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him.  He  only  rested  from  die  intoxication  of  war,  Ip  en 
demn  himself  to  watchinga  and  to  the  aasiduons  toil  nf  a- 
organizer.  He  did  not  permit  himself  any  of  those  relax 
ations  of  which  his  youth  might  hare  rendered  him  d« 
airoua.  He  seemed  to  recognize  no  ntbev  luxury  than  tht 
trininph  of  hb  cause.  This  proconsul  of  twenty-foui 
yoFirs,  maater  of  the  lite  of  thousands  of  citizens,  and  of 
the  fortune  of  aa  many  families,  who  beheld  at  his  feet  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  ditentu,  displayed  the  austerity 
of  a  Scipio.  He  wrote  from  the  midst  of  the  camp  letters 
to  the  lister  of  Lebas,  which  breathed  the  purest  attach- 
ment. Terrible  in  combat,  pitiless  in  council,  he  respected 
in  himself  the  revolution,  as  a  dogma  of  which  he  was  not 
permitted  to  sacrifice  any  thing  to  humane  sentiments. 
Equally  implacable  toward  those  who  stained  the  republic 
as  toward  those  who  betrayed  it,  he  sent  to  the  guillotine 
the  president  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of  Strasborg, 
who  had  imitated  and  equaled  the  ferocity  of  Lebon  in 
Alsace.  The  mission  of  Saint.Tust  to  Strasbnrg  saved 
tbousands  of  heads. 

IL 
Lebas,  hia  friend,  arid  almost  every  where  his  colleague, 
had  been  the  schoolfellow  of  Robespierre.  Ho  had  de- 
voted himself,  by  a  double  worship,  to  his  principles  as  a 
revolutionist,  and  to  his  person  as  a  Mend.  Bom  at  Pre- 
vent, in  the  environs  of  Arras,  the  country  of  Robespierre, 
his  oratorical  talents,  displayed  in  the  popular  cause,  had 
carried  Lebas  into  die  Convention,  He  there  followed  the 
thought  of  Robespierre,  as  the  fixed  star  of  his  opinions. 
Honest,  modest,  and  silent,  without  other  ambition  than 
that  of  serving  the  ideas  of  hia  master,  he  believed  in 
virtue  as  in  the  infallibilty  of  Robespierre.  He  had  re- 
mitted his  conscience  and  his  votes  to  hia  hands;  connec- 
tions of  familiarity,  and  almost  of  relationship,  augmented 
atill  more  the  unity  of  opinion.  Lebas,  introduced  by  Ro- 
bespierre into  the  house  of  Duplay,  had  become  the  table 
companion  of  this  family.  He  was  betrothed  to  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Duplay.  The  hand  which  drew  the 
aaber  at  the  head  of  our  battalions,  and  which  signed  the 
imprisonment  or  liberty  of  so  many  proscribed,  wrote  to 
this  female,  dreaming  of  domestic  happiness  under  the 
same  roof  where  Robespierre  dreamed  of  his  blood- 
stained theories.     "  When  shall  I  be  able  to  plape  the  seal 
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to  s  nnioii  to  Irhich  I  attach  the  happinesB  of  mj  life  !" 
said  Lebas,  to  his  affianced  bride.  "  Oh  I  bow  iireat  will 
be  that  moment  when  I  again  see  you  !  What  cruel  sacri- 
ficea  the  cduntry  demands  of  me  b  j  these  abienees  1  But 
matters  go  on  so  badly,  tfaat  deputies  truly  patriotic  are  re- 
quired here.  Yesterday  I  caused  two  generals  to  he  ar* 
rested.  In  rendering  to  Paris  all  the  services  rf  which  I 
am  capable,  I  shall  rejoice  in  the  happiness  of  being  near 
to  you  t  We  shall  be  united  now  I  Tell  Robespierre  that 
my  health  can  not  long  submit  to  t)ie  rude  life  I  lead  here,' 
Pardon  me  the  br«vity  of  my  lottore.  It  is  now  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  am  oppressed  with  fkrigue,  I 
go  to  sleep  dreaming  of  you ;  when  our  carriage  takes  us 
up,  and  my  colleague,  Duquesnoy,  orerpowered  by  fatigue, 
ceases  talking,  or  fijls  asleep,  1  dream  of  you.  Evsry 
other  idea,  when  I  can  tear  my  thonghta  fhim  public  mat- 
tea,  troubles  me.  Now  tfaat  my  presisttce  is  not  so  neces 
aary,   mi|^t   not   Couthon  faave  some  deference  far   bia 

foung  colleague  1  Might  not  Robeapierre  consider  that  I 
are  already  done  enough  to  shotteO  the  term  of  my  sacri- 
fice 1  Occupy  yourself,  my  dear  Blizabetb,  with  the  ar- 
Tangement  of  our  future  dwelling.  I  wrote  yesterday  in 
haste  to  Robespierre.     I  am  satisfied  with  Saint-Just.     He 

SisseBHes  talent  and  excellent  qualities.  Embrace  all  the 
mily,  and  Robespierre  is  of  the  number.  We  never 
cease,  Saint-Just  and  myself,  to  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures far  the  triumph  of  oar  armies.  We  travel  night  and 
day,  and  exercise  the  most  indefatigable  sarvaillance.  At 
the  moment  vrben  be  least  expects  us,  such  a  general  sees 
us  arrive,  and  demand  from  him  an  account  of  his  conduct 
I  eni  glad  that  you  have  no  prejudice  against  Saint-Just. 
T  have  promised  him  a  repast  ftom  your  hand,  lie  is  an 
excellent  man :  T  love  him  and  esteem  faint  every  day 
more.  The  repnhlic  has  not  a  more  ardent  or  more  intel- 
ligent defender." 

Henriette  was  the  sister  of  Lebas,  beloved  by  Saint-Just. 
The  attacfament  which  Saint-Just  evinced  toward  Lebas 
was  a  reflection  of  tfaat  which  he  entertained  for  the  sister 
of  his  colleague.  But  this  young  girl,  who  at  the  com- 
mencement returned  Saint-Just  the  sentiment  he  expe- 
rienced for  her,  having  hesitated  afterward  In  give  him 
her  hand,  Saint-Just  attributed  this  estrangement  to  Lebas. 
He  became  cool  toward  his  colleague.  These  two  Con 
veTtCionalistx  remeuned,  neveitiieleas,  both  aMMhed  to  Kn 
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bflspiem.  Th»  circumstance,  it  wu  said,  was  some 
months  sftecward  the  motive  of  the  absence  of  Saint-Just 
from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety — an  absence  which 
weakened  the  party  of  Robespierre,  and  caused  his  fall 
and  faia  death.  A  disappuintment  in  love  thus  went  some 
way  toward  the  catastrophe  which  dragged  down  Robes- 
pierre and  the  republic 

III. 

These  interior  details  attest  the  simplicity  of  passions 
and  interests  which  were  in  agitation  around  the  master  of 
the  republic.  Robespierre  the  younger,  Saint-Juat,  Cou-  ' 
tbon,  the  Italian  Buonarotti,  Lebas,  some  poor  and  honest 
artisans,  and  some  sectarians,  fanatidzed  by  democratic 
doctrines,  composed  all  the  court  of  Robespierre.  The 
house  of  a  workman  continued  to  be  his  palace.  It  was 
the  icbtjtA  of  a  philosopher,  in  beu  of  the  circle  of  a  dic- 
tator. But  this  pbilosupher  had  .an  intractable  people  for 
^  his  disciples,  and  that  people  had  the  aword  in  their  handa. 
The  populace  of  Paris,  once  unchained,  intimidated  the 
true  body  of  them,  and  the  scum  spread.  Liberty  was  a 
scandal  of  the  republicans  themselves.  This  was  not  the 
reign,  but  the  saturnalia  of  the  republic. 

Hubert  and  Chautnette  dally  excited  this  excess  more 
uid  more ;  "the  one  in  bis  pages  of  Pere  DvcAeme,  the  other 
in  his  disconraes.  Fbiloeophers  of  Diderot's  school,  these 
two  men  stirred  up  the  vilest  passions  of  the  human  heart. 
They  professed  Atheism.  The  perpetual  dialogue  which 
they  held  with  the  people,  was  seasoned  by  oa^  and  ob- 
scene expressions,  which  are  to  the  tongue  of  men  what 
ordure  is  to  the  sight  and  smelL  They  infected  the  vocab- 
ulary of  the  republic.  Cynicism  and  ferocity  are  allied. 
Ferocity  is  the  cynicism  of  the  heart  The  vulgar  horde 
were  proud  to  see  their  folly  raised  to  the  dignity  of  polit- 
ical language.  This  parody  made  them  laugh  as  if  at  a 
masquerade  of  words.  Their  native  tongue  had  lost  all 
modesty.  Its  license  no  longer  made  it  blush.  It  displayed 
Oself  like  a  prostitute. 

IV. 

The  women  of  the  people  had  been  the  first  to  applaud 
iIm  shameleasnesa  of  H6berL    Uirabeaa  had  incited  them 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc 


THE    WOHKN    OF   FABIS.  SI1 

by  one  word  pronounced  at  Vetsaillea,  on  the  evening  of 
the  days  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October.  "  If  the  women 
do  not  mix  in  it,"  he  said  in  a  whisper  to  the  emisaaries  of 
the  Parisian  insurrection,  "  there'  will  be  nothing  done." 
He  knew  that  the  fiiry  of  Women,  once  inflamed,  rises  to 
excess,  and  to  profanatioDB  which  surpaas  the  audacity  of 
men.  The  women  of  Paris,  running  at  the  head  of  the 
republican  bands  of  the  capital,  had  in  effect  first  violated 
the  palace  of  tbe  king,  brandished  the  poignard  over  tbe 
bed  of  the  queen,  and  canied  to  Paris  on  the  end  of  their 
pikes  the  heads  of  the  massacred  body  guards.  Theroigne 
de  Mericourt  and  her  bands  had  marched  to  the  aoeanlt  of 
the  Tuileries  on  the  SOth  of  June  and  the  10th  of  August. 
Terrible  during  the  combat,  cruel  after  Tictory,  they  had 
assassinated  the'vanquishedispilt  their  blood,  and  mutilated 
their  bodies.  The  Revolution,  its  agitations,  its  days,  its 
sentences,  and  its  executions,  had  become  tor  these  furies  a 
spectacle  as  necessary  as  the  combats  of  the  gladiators  were 
to  the  corrupted  female  patricians  of  Rome.  Ashamed  of 
being  excluded  from  the  clubs  of  men,  these  women  had 
founded  at  first,  under  the  name  of  fraternal  societies^ 
aflerward  under  that  of  societies  of  republican  and  revolu- 
tionary women — clubs  of  their  own  sex.  There  were,  by 
the  place  of  their  meeting,  even  cluba  of  children  from 
twelve  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  called  "  Red  ChUdrtn," 
tbe  baptism  of  blood  upon  the  heads  of  these  precociooa 
republicans.  These  societies  of  women  had  their  orators 
The  Commune  of  Paris,  on  the  report  of  Chaumette,  had 
decreed  that  tbes»  hercnn^  of  the  great  days  of  the  Revo- 
liAion  should  hare  an  honorable  place  in  the  civic  ceremo- 
nies, and  that  they  should  be  preceded  by  a  banner  bearing 
this  inscription :  "  Ellet  ont  balaye  Um  tyrant  devant  ella." 
(They  have  swept  the  tyrants  before  them).  "  They  shall 
assist  in  the  national  fStes,"  said  the  decree  of  the  Com- 
mune, "  with  their  husbands  and  their  children,  and  they 
shall  knit  there."  From  thence  ori^nated  the  name  of 
Trieotmuet  (Knitters)  of  Robespierre,  a  name  which  de- 
famed that  sign  of  handiwork  and  of  the  domestic  hearth. 
Every  day,  detachments  of  these  mercenaries,  paid  by  the 
Commune,  distributed  themselves  about  the  entrances  of 
the  tribunal,  upon  the  route  of  the  tumbrils,  and  upon  the 
steps  of  the  guillotine — to  greet  death,  to  insult  the  victims, 
and  to  glut  their  eyes  with  blood.  Antiquity  had  paid 
mourners,  the  Commune  had  itipoodiary  furies. 
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The  fraternal  society  of  women  held  its  sittings  in  a  liall 
adjacent  to  that  of  tbe  Jaeobins.  Tliis  union  was  com- 
posed of  educated  womeB,  wtlQ  diseussed  with  more  de- 
cency tbe  social  questions  analogous  to  their  sex — such  as 
marriage,  mateniity,  the  education  of  children,  the  institu- 
tions of  relief,  and  the  assistance  of  humanity.  They  were 
the  philosophers  of  their  sex.  Kobespierre  was  their 
oracle  and  their  idol.  The  Utopian  ano  vague  character 
of  its  instituEioQB  was  conformable  to  the  genius  of  women, 
mora  adapted  to  dream  of  the  social  happiness  than  to  form 
the  mechanism  of  societies.  The  Revolutionary  Society 
sat  at  Saint  Mustache.  It  was  composed  of  abandoned 
I  of  their  aex,  recruited  ibr  vice,  eithei 


in  the  depths  of  misery,  or  in  the  hovels  of  debauchery, 
The  scandal  of  tbeir  tneatiDga,  the  tumult  of  their  modons, 
the  caprice  of  their  eloquence,  and  the  audacity  of  their 
petitions  annoyed  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  These 
women  bad  dictated  laws,  under  pretext  of  bestowing  their 
coutiael  upon  the  Convention.  It  was  evident  that  their 
acts  were  dictated  to  them  by  the  agitators  of  the  Commune 
and  of  the  Cordeliers.  They  were  the  advanced  guard  of 
a  new  31st  of  May.  Peitieularly  affiliated  to  tbe.  club  of 
the  Cordeliers,  abandoned,  since  the  eclipse  of  Dantan,  to 
the  most  unbridled  demagogues,  they  founded  their  agra- 
rian doctrinoe  upon  the  club  of  Enraget.  These  three 
clubs  were  to  the  Oommune  what  tbe  Jacobins  were  to 
tbe  Convention — one  while  its  whip,  at  viothor  its  bridle, 
and  sometimes  its  sword.  Hebett  was  their  Robespierre, 
Ohsumettfl  was  their  Danton- 

VI. 
A  young,  beautiful,,  and  eloquent  vroman,-  if  one  can 
bestow  this  epithet  on  suidi  disordered  inspiration  of  tbe 
soul,  presided  over  this  last  club.  She  was  ttamed  Rose 
Laaombe.  A  daughter  without  a  modier,  bom  by  chuica 
in  the  couluta  of  a  provincial  theater,  she  bad  grown  up 
on  the  minor  boards.  Life  for  ber  bad  been  but  a  sorry 
part,  speech  but  perpetual  declamation.  Of  an  excitable 
and  turbulent  nature,  tbe  revolutionary  enthusiasm  had 
easily  home  her  off  in  its  whirlwind.  Noticed,  admired, 
and  applauded  in  the  first  ablations  of  Paris,  this  grand 
■cene  of  the  people  had  disgusted  ber  with  avery  thing 
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el&u  Like  Coltot  d'Hurboia,  she  had  passed  with  one  step 
from  -fie  tLeaier  to  the  tiibune,  and,  like  him,  she  conveyed 
into  ihe  real  tragedies  of  the  republic  the  accents  and 
gestures  of  her  first  profession.  The  people  like  these 
declamatory  natures — the  gigantic  appears  to  them  sub- 
lime. More  alive  to  noise  than  truth,  tyhatevy  counter- 
feits nature  seems  to  them  to  surpass  it.  Rose  Lacombe 
had  a  powerful  ascendency  over  the  Commune.  She 
scolded  ibe  deputies.  Bazire,  Chabot  bent  before  her; 
Robespierre  alone,  among  the  leaders,  of  public  opinion, 
closed  his  door  against  her.  She  caused  the  prisons  to 
open — denounced  or  pardoned — procured  all  imprison- 
ments and  pardons.  Easily  subdued  by  tears,  she  inter- 
ceded frequently  for  the  accused. 

Love  bad  surprised  her  in  the  dungeons  she  visited. 
Struck  by  the  beauty  of  a  young  prisoner,  nephew  of  tbe 
mayor  of  Toulouse,  and  imprisooed  with  his  uncle.  Rose 
Lacombe  bad  tried  every  tbing  to  save  her  protege.  She 
liberally  abused  the  Convention.  Bazire  and  Chabot  de- 
nounced her  to  the  Cordeliers  as  an  intriguante,  who  sought 
to  corrupt  patriotism.  "  She  is  dangerous  because  she  is 
eloqi4ent  and  handsome,"  said  Bazire.  "  She  has  threat- 
ened  roe,  if  I  did  not.set  the  mayor  of  Toulouse  at  liberty," 
said  Chabot.  "  She  has  confessed  to  me  that  it  was  not 
this  magistrate,  but  his  nephew  who  bad  interested  her 
heart.  I,  who  am  accused  of  allowing  myself  to  be  per- 
Buaded  by  women,  have  resisted  her.  It  is  because  I  love 
the  women  that  I  will  not  allow  them  to  corrupt  and 
calumniate  virtue  I  They  have  even  dared  to  attack 
Robespierre."  At  these  words  Rose  Lacombe  rose  in  the 
tiibune,  and  demanded  leave  to  speak.  Tbe  club  was  in 
a  ferment.  Some  wished  she  should  be  heard,  and  others 
demanded  that  she  should  be  turned  out  The  president 
put  on  his  hat.  The  club  decided  that  an  address  should 
be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  General  Safety,  demanding 
the  purification  of  the  society  of  revolutionary  women. 
The  Conventioa  did  not  dare  to  dissolve  them. 

VII. 
Robespierre  expressed  his  open  and  loud  indignation  at 
these  orgies  of  opinion,  in  which,  under  pretext  otgiving  an 
impulse  to  patnotism,  nature  was  perverted,  Ghaumette 
dreaded  Robespierre's  anger,  and  sought  to  appease  it. 
He  prepared  a  theatrical  display,  in  which  he  should  afect 
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tb«  Bualerity  of  ibe  tribune  nf  public  conduct  against  the 
very  excesses  he  had  himaelf  provoked.  Toward  the  end 
of  January  a  column  of  revolutionary  women,  ralKed  and 
led  by  Rose  Lacombe,  wearing  the  bonnet  rouge,  and  dis- 
playiqg  their  peraons,  forced  an  entrance  into  the  council 
uf  the  Gonmune,  and  interrupted  the  silting  by  their  peti- 
tions and  cries.  Murmurs  of  indigo t lion  (arranged  betbre- 
hand)  were  heard  in  the  Assembly.  "  Citizens,"  exclaimed 
Cbanmette,  "  you  are  doing  a  great  act  of  reason  by  these 
murmurs.  The  entrance  lo  the  chamber  where  the  mag- 
-isiratea  of  the  people  sit  should  be  interdicted  to  those 
who  outrage  the  nation."  "  No,"  said  another  member, 
"the  law  permits  women  to  enter."  "Let  the  law  be 
ivad,"  replied  Chaumette.  "  The  law  commands  respect 
to  public  decency,  and  causes  it  to  be  respected ;  but  here 
1  see  it  despised.  How  long  shall  women  be  allowed  to 
abjure  their  sex,  abandon  their  household  duties  and  the 
cradle  of  their  children  to  come  into  public  places,  in  the 
tribune  of  orators,  the  bar  of  the  senate,  the  ranks  of  our 
armies — usurping  those  rights  which  nature  has  reserved 
for  men  1  To  whom,  then,  has  nature  assigned  domestic 
duties  I  Has  she  made  us  nurses  t  Has  she  softened  our 
muscles  to  render  us  fitted  for  the  occupations  of  the  house 
and  the  household  1  No  I  she  has  said  to  man,  be  man ; 
to  woman,  be  woman,  and  be  the  divinity  of  the  sanctaaiy 
of  home !  Imprudent  women,  who  seek  to  become  men, 
have  you  not  already  all  you  should  have  t  You  control 
all  our  senses ;  your  despotism  is  that  of  love,  and  conse- 
quently that  of  nature."  At  these  words  the  women  took 
off  their  honnett  rouges.  "  Recollect,"  continued  Chaumette, 
"  those  perverse  women  who  have  so  greatly  excited  the 
republic — that  haughty  wife  of  a  perfidious  husband,  the 
citizeness  Roland,  who  believed  henielf  capable  of  govern- 
ing the  nation,  and  hastened  on  to  her  own  ruin — that  man- 
woiban,  the  impudent  Olympe  de  Gouges,  who  founded 
the  first  of  the  '  societies  of  women,'  and  went  to  death  for 
her  crimes  I  Women  are  not  any  thing  but  when  men  are 
nothing.  Look  at  Jeaune-d'Arc,  who  was  great  only  be* 
cause  Charles  Vll.  was  less  than  a  man  I" 

The  women  retired,  apparently  convinced  by  Chaumette's 
appeal.  Rose  Lacombe  did  net,  however,  cease  (instigat- 
ed by  H6bert)  to  stir  up  the  very  dregs  of  her  sex.  Ciroups 
of  w:men  dressed  in  red  trousers,  with  cockades  in  their 
hair,  insulted  uid  assaulted,  in  public  places,  modest  young 
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females  whom  they  surprised  without  the  exterior  signs  of 
patriotism. 

Amar,  set  on  by  Robespierre,  oddresBed  the  Cunreiition 
on  thia  subject.  "  I  denounce  to  you,"  he  said,  "  an  as- 
semblage of  more  than  6000  women,  toi-ditant  Jacobins, 
and  members  of  a  pretended  revolutionary  society.  Na- 
ture, by  ber  difference  of  strength  and  conformation,  has 
assigned  to  them  other  duties.  Modesty,  which  forbids 
their  publicity,  lays  down  as  law  that  they  shall  remain  in 
the  bosoms  of  their  families."  The  Conr«itioR  adopted 
these  principles,  and  closed,  the  female  clubs;  and  Rose 
Lacombe  returned  to  the  obscurity  and  fhe  dregs  of  society 
whence  the  revolutionary  furor  had  for  the  moment  drawn 
her.  Hebert  and  his  party  were  disarmed  with  these 
bands,  which  they  had  incited  to  meetings,  at  first  suppli- 
catory, and  then  imperious,  toward  the  Convendon. 

VIII. 

Hubert's  party  in  the  Commune  openly  aspired  to  con 
tinue  and  surpass  the  party  of  Marat.  He  began  to  distnrb 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and  to  weary  Robespierre 
and  Danton.  Hubert,  maater  of  the  Commune  through 
Pache,  Payan,  and  Chaumette ;  master  of  the  people 
through  the  subaltern  leaders  of  tbe  riots;  master  of  the 
revolutionary  army  through  Ronsio;  master  of  the  cliib 
of  Cordeliers  by  its  new  orators,  among  whom  was  young 
Vincent,  secretary-general  of  the  minister  of  war;  in  6ne, 
master  of  the  moat  tumultuous  risings  of  the  multitude 
through  his  journal,  the  Pere  Duchetne,  in  which  he  kept 
up  the  perpetual  fire  of  sedition,  attacked  Robespierre 
cautiously — Danton  openly.  Those  two  popular  men  un- 
dermined, Hebert  relied  on  imposing  his  demagogism  on 
tbe  CoDTention  With  the  utmost  facility.  The  ideal  of  this 
party  was  neither  liberty  nor  country.  It  was  the  total 
subversioa  of  all  ideas,  all  religions,  all  decencies,  all  insti- 
tutions on  which  social  order  had  been  hitherto  based  ;  the 
absolute  and  sanguinary  tyranny  of  tbe  people  of  Paris 
alone  over  all  the  rest  of  the  nation ;  the  decapitation,  en 
ina*»e,  of  all  the  noble,  rich,  lettered,  moral  classes,  which 
had  predominated  by  their  rank,  intelligence,  or  prejudic- 
es ;  the  suppression  of  national  representation  ;  and  Jinally, 
the  eatablisbment  for  all  government  of  a.  dictatorship,  ab- 
solute as  the  people,  and  irresponsible  as  destiny. 

Each  of  tlw  principal  members  of  this  faction,  Hebert. 
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Chaamette,  VinceDt,  Momoro,  Ronsin,  arrogated  to  him- 
■elf,  ID  his  own  mind,  the  chief  magiBiracy,  In  the  meBn- 
wbi)e,  it  had  devolved  on  Pacfae  the  mayor — an  abstracted, 
myateriou*,  taciturn  character,  whose  exteiior  bad  a  terri- 
ble analogy  with  the  aTenging,  implacable,  and  mote  oat 
oipotence  which  be  eonght  to  personify  iu  hfmself. 

The  insatiable  thirst  of  blood,  which  had  not  been  gut- 
ted by  fiTe  months  of  punishtnents,  incessant  liots  against 
tbe  rich  and  the  mercbants,  the  clamors  against  the  monop- 
olists, the  fbUies  of  a  maximum  ordered  by  the  Convention, 
demolitions,  exhumations,  violations  of  sepulehers,  the 
apostasies  enforced  on  Gobel  and  his  clergy  under  pain  of 
death,  the  proscription  of  one  hundred  thousand  priests, 
persecuted,  imprisoned,  martyriKed  (or  their  &itb,  the  pro- 
lanation  of  churches,  the  parodies  of  religious  worsnip, 
proclamations  of  atheism,  the  honors  rendered  to  immo- 
rality, and  then  the  obscene  and  sanguinary  catechism 
which  Ph-e  Dtiehetne  each  day  cast  in  his  pages  to  the 
peopl»— woro  symptoms  which  revealed  to  Robespierre 
and  Danton  the  plans  or  deliriums  of  this  faction.  But, 
protected  hy  the  Commune,  this  faction  was  enabled  to 
brave  all.  Danton,  nearly  EJway?  retired  in  his  country- 
house  near  Sdrres,  abandoned  the  tribune  of  the  Cordeliers 
to  his  enemies,  and  his  popularity  to  itself.  He  rarely  ap- 
peared at  the  Jacobins,  not,  as  in  former  days,  to  crush 
and  carry  all  before  him,  but  to  justify  himself  and  to  com- 
plain. Danton  confined  himself  to  his  defense  against  the 
biting  of  Hubert  and  his  pack,  which  was  incessatitly 
growling  against  him. 

This  impolitic  set  against  Danton  by  H^bett's  party,  at 
the  moment  when  this  party  desired  to  render  Robespierre 
unpopular,  had  its  origin  in  a  rivalry  between  the  joumala 
of  Hubert  and  Camille  Deamoulina.  The'  Pert  Duckeatt 
went  deeper  into  the  mud  than  his  rival,  and  never  ceased 
splashing  Desmoulins,  who  replied  to  Hebert  in  hia  pam- 
phlets, in  which  insult  was  branded  with  a  red-hot  iron  on 
the  brows  of  his  enemies. 

IX. 

Camille  Desmoulins,  who  had  been  mute  since  the  death 
of  the  Qirondists,  now  resumed  his  pen,  and  published 
some  nombera  (worthy  of  Tacitus  and  Aristophanes  con- 
joined) against  the  excess  of  the  Terror  and  Hubert's  Joc- 
crinea-     He  endeavored  to  toake  crime  ridiculous;   but 
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death  does  not  laugh.  The  publication  of  these  detached 
leaves  was,  like  all  that  CamiHe  did,  a  burst  of  anger  and 
a  secret  caress  of  two  great  popular  individuals.  Thia  waa 
the  origin. 

One  of  the  last  evenings  in  the  month  of  January,  Dan. 
ton,  Souberbielle,  one  of  the  jury  of  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, and  Camille  Desmoulini  carae  away  from  the  Palais 
de  Justice  together.  The  djy  bad  been  one  of  blood. 
Fifteen  heads  had  that  morning  fallen  on  the  Place  de  la 
RevolntioQ ;  twenty-seven  had  been  sentenced  to  death  at 
the  sitting  ;  and  among  the  number  were  the  heads  of  soma 
of  the  highest  of  the  ancient  magistracy  of  Paris.  These 
three  men,  with  dejected  mien,  and  the  heart  deeply  affect- 
ed by  the  sinister  impressions  of  the  sight  they  had  just 
witnessed,  walked  on  in  silence.  The  night  (which  gives 
force  to  reflections,  and  allows  the  secrets  of  the  soul  to 
escape)  waa  gloomy  and  dull.  On  reaching  the  Pont 
Neuf,  DantoQ  turned  suddenly  toward  Souberbielle,  and 
said,  "  Do  you  know  that  at  the  pace  we  are  now  going, 
there  will  speedily  be  no  safety  for  any  person  1  The  best 
patriots  are  confounded  heedlessly  with  traitors.  Blood 
shed  by  generals  on  the  field  of  battle  does  not  spare  diem 
&om  apijiing  the  rest  on  the  scaffold.  I  am  weary  of  living. 
Look  I  See  there !  the  river  seems  to  flow  with  blood  !  " 
"  True,"  replied  Souberbielle,  "  the  sky  is  red ;  and  there 
are  many  showers  of  blood  behind  those  clouda !  Those 
men  had  demanded  inflexible  judges,  and  now  they  only 
seek  for  complaisant  executioners.  When  I  refuse  an  in- 
nocent head  to  their  knife,  they  say  I  have  scruples  of  con- 
Bcionce.  What  can  I  do  1"  added  Souberbielle,  with  de- 
jection. "  I  am  but  an  obscure  patriot.  Ah,  if  I  were 
DanCon  !"  "Danton  sleeps — be  silent!"  replied  B^bes- 
pierre's  rival,  "  he  will  awake  at  the  right  moment.  All 
this  begins  to  excite  horror  in  me.  I  am  a  man  of  the 
Revolution,  and  not  a  man  of  Slaughter  ;  but  you,"  he  ad- 
ded, addressing  Camille  Desmoulins,  "  Why  do  you  keep 
silence  t"  "  I  am  weary  of  silence,"  was  Camille'a  I'eply, 
"my  hand  weighs  heavily,  and  I  have  sometimes  the  im- 
pulse to  sharpen  my  pen  into  a  dagger  and  stab  these 
scoundrels.  Let  them  beware!  My  ink  is  more  indeli- 
ble than  their  blood ;  it  stains  for  immortality  1"  "  Bravo, 
Gamillel"  rejoined  Danton,  "begin  from  to-morrow.  You 
began  the  Revolution ;  be  it  you  who  shdl  now  most  strongly 
urge  it.     Be  aaatired,"  he  continued  in  his  deepest  ti^nee. 
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"this  hand  ghsll  aid  you.     You  know  whether  or  not  it  lie 
strong."     The  three  friends  separated  at  Danton's  diKir. 

Next  day  Camille  Deemonlins  had  written  the  first  num- 
ber of  the  Tieux  Cornier.  After  having  road  it  to  Dan- 
ton,  Camille  took  it  to  Robespierre.  He  knew  that  an 
attack  against  the  Enrage*  would  not  displease  the  maatei- 
of  the  Jacobins,  who  secretly  abhorred  H6bert.  There 
was  a  prudence  concealed  in  the  temerity  of  Camille  Des- 
moulioB,  and  adulation  even  in  his  courage.  Robespierre, 
still  undecided  as  to  the  plans  of  the  Jacobins  and  the 
Montague,  neither  approved  nor  blamed  Camille  Desmou- 
Una.  He  guarded  in  his  words  the  liberty  he  desired  to 
guard  in  his  acts.  But  the  writer  discerned  the  thought 
of  Robespierre  beneath  his  reserve,  and  understood  that 
if  his  danng  were  not  encouraged,  at  least  it  would  be 
pardoned. 

X. 

But  if  Robespierre  hesitated  to  attack  the  Terror  from 
fear  of  injuring  or  disarming  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  combat  alone,  and  body  to 
body,  with  those  who  depraved  the  Revolution,  and  desir- 
ed to  convert  worship  into  atheism.  More  constaut  than 
ever  at  the  Jacobins,  in  spite  of  the  slow  fever  that  con- 
sumed him,  he  alone  restrained  them  in  that  declivity, 
down  which  the  Commune  and  the  Cordeliers  sought  to 
drag  all  headlong.  He  wished,  for  a  long  time,  an  occa- 
sion to  wash  his  hands  of  the  immoralitieB  and  impieties  of 
-Chaumette  and  Hubert,  and  the  latter,  emboldened  by  the 
feeling  of  a  portion  of  the  Mountain,  was  not  long  in  offer 
jng  this  opportunity  to  Robespierre.  He  marched  in  pro- 
cession through  the  Convention  one  of  those  assemblages 
of  men  and  women,  clad  in  the  spoils  of  the  churches. 
Next  day  he  presented  himself,  in  force,  at  the  Jacobins,  to 
renew  the  same  scenes,  and  impel  them  forward.  In  his 
discourse  he  ventured  to  address  plain  allusions  against 
their  leader.  "  The  policy  of  all  tyrants,"  aaid  Hebert, 
"ia  to  divide,  in  order  (o  reign.  That  of  patriots  is  to 
lally,  in  order  to  crush  tyrants.  I  have  ali-eady  warned  ~ 
you  that  ceilain  intriguers  have  sought  to  set  us  against 
each  other.  Expressions  of  Robespierre  against  myself 
are  quoted,  and  the  question  is  daily  asked  why  I  am  not 
arrested.  I  reply,  are  we  again  to  have  the  Committee  of 
Twelve  t     Yet  I  do  not  altogether  despise  these  ninii)rs. 
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Every  patriot  owes  it  to  himself  to  refute  injurfouB  reports 
arainet  bira.  We  must  follow  up  rigorously  the  trials 
of  the  accomplices  of  Brissot.  When  we  have  judged 
the  greatest  crimiual,  we  shoultl  judge  his  accomplice^ 
When  we  have  judged  Capet,  we  should  judge  his  wholn 
race ! " 

Momoro  then  demanded  the  -extermination  of  all  the 
priests.  On  this  motioD  Robespierre,  who  had  watched  his 
opportunity  for  calling  Hubert  to  an  accoutit,  which,  he 
thought,  might  he  delayed  by  this  kind  of  call  lo  concert 
on  the  part  of  thia  leader  of  the  Commune,  hastened  to 
Hvail  himself  of  it.  "  I  had  thought,"  he  said,  as  ho  rose, 
'  that  Momoro  would  discuss  the  question  presented  by 
[lebert  to  the  attention  of  the  Assembly,  but  he  has  not 
>!ven  alluded  to  it.  It  is  for  us,  then,  to  seek  out  the  real 
causes  of  the  ills  which  affect  our  country.  Is  it  true  that 
our  most  dangerous  enemies  sre  the  impure  remains  of  the 
race  of  our  tyrants ;  those  captives  wJiose  names  still  serve 
for  rebels  and  foreign  powers  1  I  vote,  in  my  heart,  that 
the  race  of  tyrants  may  disappear  from  the  earth,  but  can 
I  be  blind  to  the  situation  of  my  country,  even  to  the  ex- 
tent  of  beHeving  that  the  death  of  Capet's  sister  willsuffice 
to  extinguish  the  various  conspiracies  that  rend  our  coun- 
try T  Is  it  true  that  the  principal  cause  of  our  evils  is  in 
tknaticisml  Fanaticism  which  is  expiring,  if  not  dead! 
Yon  say  you  fear  the  priests  I  yet  they  are  abdicating  their 
titles  as  rapidly  as  possible,  exchanging  them  far  those  of 
municipala,  admin iatrators,  and  even  presidents  of  popular 
societies.  No  ;  it  is  not  fanaticism  which  should  now  be 
the  main  object  of  our  disquietudes.  Five  years  of  a  rev- 
olution which  has  struck  the  priesta-proves  their  im potency. 
I  see  but  one  mode  of  reviving  it  among  us,  and  that  is 
by  afiecting  to  believe  in  its  force.  Fanaticism  is  a  fero- 
cious aiid  capricious  animal.  It  fled  before  reason — run 
after  it  with  a  loud  clamor,  and.  it  will  return  to  us. 

"  And  what  other  effect  can  be  produced  by  that  exag- 
gerated and  officious  zeal  with  which,  for  some  time,  it  has 
beeo  assailed  1  By  what  right  do  men,  unknown  until  now 
in  the  career  of  the  revolution,  seek,  in  these  persecutions, 
the  means  of  usurping  a  false  popularity,  to  bring  on  false 
measures,  and  fling  among  us  trouble  and  discord  1  By 
what  right  do  they  come  to  disturb  the  freedom  of  wor- 
Bbq>  in  the  name  of  freedom,  and  to  attack  fanaticism  by 
fresh  tonalicism  %     By  what  right  do  they  seek  tb  degrade 
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I  denouDCod  for  saying  i 
They  will  continue  to  uy  it  much  loDger  if  they  are  for- 
bfdden.  He  who  Mska  to  preclude  mass  is  mora  fauatio 
than  be  who  says  it. 

"  There  are  men  who  would  go  much  farther,  and  who, 
under  pretftDse  of  destroying  superstition,  seek  to  make  a 
kind  of  religion  of  atheism  itself.  The  NatioDal  Conven- 
tion abhors  such  a  systetn.  The  Conrention  is  not  a  book- 
maker, an.  author  of  metaphysical  systems :  it  is  a  body 
politic  and  popular,  charged  with  making  not  only  the 
rights,  but  the  character,  of  tho  French  people  respected. 
It  is  not  in  vain  that  it  has  proclaimed  the  Declaration  of 
the  Rights  af  Man  in  presence  of  the  Supreme  Being  I 
Atheism  is  aristocratic.  The  idea  of  a  great  Being  which 
watches  over  oppressed  innocence,  and  puniahes  trium- 
phant crime,  is  every  where  acknowledged." 

Applause  followed  from  among  the  bumble  classes  of 

B  JbcoI  ' 


the  Jacobina. 

Rubenpierre  resumed :  "  The  people,  the  suffering  classes, 
applaud  me.  If  I  found  censors  here,  it  would  ho  among 
the  rich  and  the  guilty.  I  have  not  for  one  day  ceased  to 
be  attached  from  my  infancy  to  the  moral  and  political 
ideas  I  have  just  laid  before  you.  If  Grod  had  not  existed, 
it  would  have  been  necesaary  to  invent  him.  I  speak,"  he 
continued,  "  in  a  tribune  in  which  an  insolent  Girondist 
dared  to  impute  to  me  as  a  crime  that  I  had  uttered  the 
word  Providence ;  and  at  what  period  1  Why,  when  the 
heart,  ulcerated  by  all  crimes  of  which  we  were  witneasee 
and  victims — when  shedding  bitter  tears  over  a  people 
eternally  betrayed,  eternally  oppressed — I  sought  to  ele- 
vate myself  above  the  hcuui  of  conspirators  by  whom  I 
was  environed,  invoking  against  them  heavenly  vengeance 
io. default  of  popular  punishment.  Ah  I  so  long  as  tyrannies 
shall  exist,  wnere  is  the  energetic  and  virtuous  soul  which 
would  not  appeal  in  secret  from  their  sacrilegious  triumph 
to  that  eternal  justice  which  seems  to  have  written  in  all 
hearts  the  senteuce  of  death  against  all  tyrants  1  It  eveau 
to  me  that  the  last  martyr  of  liberty  would  breathe  out  his 
soul  with  a  sweeter  feeling,  reposing  on  this  consoling  idea. 
This  is  the  Eentiment  of  Europe  and  the  universe;  it  is 
that  of  the  French  people.  Do  you  not  see  the  snare  laid 
for  you  by  the  concealed  enemies  of  the  republic  and  tha 
emiseariee'  of  foreign  tyrants  1     The  wretches  would  thus 
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justify  th^  gross  calumaiea  whose  impudence  is  recognized 
by  all  Europe,  aad  estrange  from  you,  by  prejudices  and 
irreligious  opioJoas,  diose  whom  morality  and  a  common 
interest  would  draw  to  the  sublime  and  boly  cause  which 
we  defend." 

Robespierre  demanded  the  expulsioD  of  Proly,  Du- 
buisaon,  snd  Pereyra.  This  was  acceded  t.o.  Sobea- 
pierre,  listened  to  at  first  with  astouisfament,  then  with 
coldness,  had  overwhelmed  Hebert  and  Chauraette  in  de- 
nouncing atheism.  He  had  exhausted  his  strength  in  hia 
daring,  and  bis  thunders  in  that  eternal  instinct  of  the 
human  sonl  which  gives  evidence  of  a  God.  By  asserting 
tbe  Deity,  Robespierre  created  for  himself  and  the  revo< 
lutiun  a  conscience  and  a  judge.  Had  he  been  a  low 
sconndrel  he  would  have  sought  to  blind  the  people  to  this 
divine  light,  instead  of  rekiudltng  it  among  them.  In 
this  baraogue  he  staked  hia  popularity  against  the  profes- 
sion of  his  faith. 

Hubert's  parly,  overcome  on  this  occasion  at  the  Jacobiaa^ 
revenged  itself  in  the  Commune  by  acts  of  persecution 
uill  more  intolersni  against  tbe  liberty  of  worship.  Danton 
apokB  in  tbe  ConventioD  against  these  persecutions ;  but  ha 
spoke  like  a  politician  wbo  argues  for  a  sacred  custom  of  a 
people,  and  not  like  a  philosopher  wbo  is  tbe  first  to  adom 
tbe  loftiest  idea  of  the  human  mind.  This  accordance, 
however,  in  an  inculpation  against  Hubert  and  Cbaumette, 
for  a  moment  broagnt  Robespierre  an^  Danton  again  to- 

XI. 
Tbe  purifieattons  continued  in  the  Jacobins,  as  it  had 
been  decided  in  the  preceding  meeting.  Every  member, 
cited  in  turn  before  the  tribune,  had  to  submit  to  a  public 
examination  of  bis  opinioDs  and  of  his  life.  At  tbe  mo- 
ment Danton  appeared  to  render  an  account  of  his  actions, 
a  murmur  of  animadversion  ran  tbrough  the  hall.  The 
e^o  of  bis  blighted  renown  reached  him  even  in  the  tri- 
bune. Danton  was  &r  a  moment  disturbed,  afterward 
regaining  the  assurance  of  despair,  and  arming  himself 
with  the  imperturbability  of  virtue,  which  he  had  not,  "  I 
have  heard  murmurs,"  said  he.  "  Already  grave  denun- 
ciations have  circulated  against  me.  I  demand  to  justify 
myself  before  tbe  people.  I  summon  all  those  who  have 
conceived  Buspicipns  against  me  to  determine  their  accusa- 
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dons,  for  I  desire  to  ooswer  them  publicly,  I  experiencod 
a  kind  of  ill  favor  on  appesriDg  in  the  tribune.  Have  I 
then  lost  thoaa  festures  which  characterize  the  countenance 
of  a  free  man  1  Am  I  no  longer  that  same  Oanton  who 
was  side  to  side  with  you  in  every  moment  of  crisia  t  Am 
I  no  longer  he  whom  you  have  so  ofldn  embraced  as  your 
friend,  and  who  ong^t  to  die  with  you  1  I  have  been  one 
of  the  intrepid  defenders  of  Marat.  I  invoke  the  shade  of 
the  friend  of  the  people  !  You  will  be  aatoniahed,  when  1 
let  you  know  my  private  conduct,  to  tee  the  coloisal  for- 
tune which  my  enemies  attribute  to  me,  reduces  itself  to 
the  small  portion  of  wealth- which  I  have  always  possessed. 
I  defy  the  malevolent  to  furnish  the  proof  of  any  crime 
against  me.  All  thenr  efforts  will  be  unable  to  shake  me. 
I  desire  to  remain  of  and  among  the  people.  You  .shall 
judge  me  in  their  presence.  I  shall  not  tear  out  one  page 
more  of  my  history  than  you  shall  tear  out  of  yours,  which 
ought  to  immortalize  the  registers  of  libertiy." 

After  this  exordium,  which  broke  the  80  long  closed 
seal  of  his  soul,  Danton  abandoned  himself  to  an  impro- 
visation so  full  and  so  rapid  that  the  pen  of  the  auditora 
was  incompetent  to  follow  and  note  it  down.  He  passed 
his  life  in  review,  and  made  himself  a  pedestal  of  his  rev- 
olutionary acta,  from  which  he  defied  bis  calumniators  to 
'  shake  him.  He  finished  by  demanding  the  nomination  of 
twelve  commissioners  to  examine  his  conduct.  Silence  ac- 
corded this  request.  It  was  evident  that  the  people,  moved 
by  his  eloquence,  trusted  more  to  his  genius  than  to  hia 
conscience.  Kohespierre  could  with  one  word  precip* 
itate  or  raise  Danton.  He  felt  that  he  required  this' 
man  to  counterbalance  the  popvflarity  of  H6beit.  He  de- 
sired, in  saving  him  to  show  that  he  could  destroy  faim. 
He  ascended  the  tribune,  not  with  that  studied  manner 
which  he  ordinarily  adopted  when  he  desired  to  speak,  but 
with  the  precipitation  of  a  man  who  is  about  to  parry  a 
blow  already  leveled  at  him.  "  Danton,"  said  he,  apos- 
trophizing him  in  a  severe  tone,  "  yon  demand  that  the 
accusations  brought  against  yon  «bou]d  be  determined. 
No  one  speaks.  Well,  then,  I  am  about  to  do  it — I. 
Danton,  you  are  accused  of  having  emigrated.  It  is  said 
that  you  passed  into  Switzeriand,  and  that  your  malady 
was  fbigned  to  conceal  your  flight  from  ;he  people.  It  has 
been  said  that  your  ambition  was  to  be  regent  undei 
Louis  XVII. ;  that  at  a  certain  period  allwae  prepared  to 
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conspiracy;  that  neither  Pitt,  nor  Cobourg,  nor  Prussia, 
were  oar  most  dangerous  enemies,  but  that  it  was  you,  you 
alone;  that  La  Montagne  was  full  of  your  accomplices;  in 
one  word,  that  it  waa  necessary  to  slay  you, 

"  The  Convention,"  continued  Robespierre,  "  knows  that 
I  was  divided  in  opinion  with  Dantoii,  and  that  in  the  time 
of  the  treasons  of  DumourieK,  my  suspicions  had  preceded 
his.  I  reproached  him  then  for  not  having  been  sufficiently 
irritated  against  that  monster.  I  blamed  him  for  not  having 
pursued  Biissot  with  sufficient  vehemence.  I  swear  that 
these  are  the  only  reproaches  I  now  cast  upon  him.  Dan- 
ton,  do  not  you  know,"  continued  the  orator,  in  an  almost 
subdued  tone,  "  that  the  more  courage  and  patriotism  a 
man  possesses,  the  more  do  the  enemies  of  the  public  weal 
strive  for  his  destruction  1  The  enemies  of  the  country 
appear  to  overwhelm  me  with  praise ;  but  I  repudiate 
them.  Do  they  believe  that  under  this  eulogy  I  do  not 
discern  the  knife  with  which  they  desired  to  assassinate 
their  country  1  The  cause  of  patriots  is  reciprocal.  I 
deceive  myself,  perhaps,  as  regards  Danton  ;  but  seen  in 
his  family,  his  only  meed  is  praise.  I  have  watched  him 
and  his  political  conduct.  A  dlfierence  of  opinion  between 
him  and  me  made  me  watch  bim  with  anxiety,  sometimes 
even  with  anger:  Danton  wishes  to  be  judged :  he  is 
right.  Let  me  be  tried  also  I  Let  those  men  present 
themselves  who  pretend  to  be  greater  patriots  than  we  I" 

XII. 
This  saved  Danton,  but  it  did  n 
credit.     This  was  what  Itobespier 
necessary  to  bim  as  a  protige,  not  as  an  equal.     He  re- 

Juired  that  voice  in  La  Montagne,  to  thunder  against  the 
'oromune.  The  Commune  subdued,  Danton,  subaltem- 
ized  in  the  Jacobins,  would  be  forced  to  serve  or  to  fear. 
Robespierre  did  not  adopt  the  same  treatment  nor  the 
same  artifices  toward  the  other  false  or  corrupted  members 
of  the  Convention,  who  governed  in  tbe  Jacobins  and  the 
Cordefiers.  The  turn  of  Anarcfaarsis  Klootz,  the  orator 
of  the  hvman  race,  being  come,  "Can-  we,"  exclaimed 
he,  "  regard  a  German  baron  as  a  patriot  1  as  a  democrat, 
a  man  who  has  a  hundred  thousand  livrea  income  T  as  a 
republican,  a  man  who  only  frequents  the  houses  »if  foreign 
bankers  and  counter-revolutionists,  the  enemies  of  France  % 
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Klootz,  yi>ii  pasB  your  life-witb  ifae  agents  and  ipies  of 
foreign  powers  (rroly,  Dubuisaon,  Perejra),  you  are  a 
;ratlor  lue  them — you  must  be  watched.  CitizeDS !  yoa 
have  bebeld  him,  one  while  at  the  foot  of  the  tyrant  and 
bia  court,  at  another,  at  the  knees  of  the  people.  He  has 
ciiuited  Brissot,  Dumouriez,  and  La  Giroude.  He  desired 
that  France  should  attack  the  umverse  I  He  published  a 
pamphlet,  entitled '  Neither  Marat  nor  Roland.'  He  therein 
fave  a  blow  to  Roland,  but  a  more  outrageous  one  to  La 
Montagne.  His  extraragant  opiaions,  his  obstinacy  id 
ipeaking  of  a  universal  republic,  and  in  inspiring  us  with 
ihe  rage  of  conquest,  were  so  many  traps  held  out  to  the 
republic,  to  cast  upon  it  every  nation  and  all  elements  as 
eriemiea.  Our  foes,  feigning  to  go  beyond  La  Montagne, 
take  us  in  the  rear,  to  strike  us  with  still  more  mortal 
blows!"  Tlien  goftenin^  himself  even  to  tears,  and  paro- 
dying the  words  of  Chnst  in  bis  agony,  "  Let  ua  watch," 
said  be,  "  for  the  death  of  the  country  is  at  hand  I" 

The  unfortunate  Klootz,  bending  bis  bead  at  the  foot  of 
the  tribune,  beneath  the  gestures  of  Robespierre,  dared  not 
essay  to  rise  beneath  the  weight  of  reprobation  that  crushed 
bim,  A  sincere  and  devoted  fanatic  of  liberty,  Klootz  was, 
however,  only  guilty  of  connections  with  corrupted  men 
of  the  CoDventioQ,  such  as  Fabre  and  Chabot,  and  with 
the  materialist  demagogues  of  Hebert's  pany.  The  politi- 
cal indulgence  which  bad  shielded  Danton  was  extended 
to  Fabre  d'Egtantine,  the  poet  and  courtier  of  the  people, 
whose  sudden  fortune  caused  his  probity  to  be  suspected. 

Camille  Desmoulins,  another  client  of  Danton,  stood  also 
in  need  of  an  excuse  for  the  pity  he  had  demonstrated  in 
the  Revolution aiy  Tribunal,  at  the'moment  of  the  condem- 
nation of  the  Girondiats.  "  It  Is  true,"  said  Camille  Des- 
'  moutins,  "  that  I  experienced  a  eenaation  of  pity  on  the 
judgment  of  the  twenty-two ;  but  tboae  who  reproached 
me  with  it  were  far  from  being  in  the  same  posilion  as  I. 
I  cherished  the  Republic ;  but  I  was  deceived  in  many  men, 
such  as  Mir^beau  and  Lameth,  whom  I  believed  were  true 
defenders  of  the  people,  and  who  ended  by  betraying  them. 
A  marked  fatality  boa  ordained,  that  of  sixty  peraons  who 
sigued  my  marriage  contract,  there  should  remain  now  to 
me  only  two  living  friends,  Robespierre  and  Banton  I.  All 
the  others  have  fled,  or  are  guillotined.  Of  this  number 
were  sev^n  of  the  twenty-two.  I  have  been  always  the 
first  to  deoouDce  my  own  friends  whenever  I  bave  seen,  that 
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they  acted  ill.     I  have  Btifiod  tbe  voice  of  friendship,  which 
great  talents  had  iuapii-ed." 

This  excuso,  timidly  uttered  by  Camille  Desinoulias,  diil 
not  explain  the  rumora  of  the  Jscobins,  Bobespierre  rose 
to  quiet  them.  He  lovad  and  he  despised  this  young  man, 
weak  OS  a  woman,  and  changeable  ai  s  child.  "  We  must," 
said  Bobeepierre,  "  consider  Camille  Desmoulins,  with  his 
virtues  and  hia  failings.  Sometimea  timid  and  confiding, 
often  coursgeouH,  always  republican,  we  have  seen  him  by 
turns  tbe  friend  of  Mirabeau,  of  Lameth,  and  of  Dillon,  but 
we  ba«e  also  seen  him  break  the  idols  which  he  worship- 
ed..  I  engage  him  to  follow  his  sareer,  but  I  engage  also 
that  b9  will  be  no  longer  so  versatile,  but  will  endeavor 
not  to  be  deceived  in  men  who  play  a  great  part  u^on  tbe 
political  stage."  This  amnesty  of  Robespierre  silenced 
Hubert's  friends,  who  desired  to  strike  at  Camille  IXee- 
mouline.  No  one  dared  pro«ortbe  him  whom  Robespierre 
excused. 

Sill. 

Id  the  nuian  time  Vincent,  H£ron,  RoBsin,  and  Maillard, 
tbe  principal  chiefs  of  the  Cordeliers,  were  arrested  by 
order  of  tbe  Committee  of  Fublio  Safety,  upon  a  denuncia- 
tion of  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  and  afterward  restored  to  lib- 
erty on  the  explanation  of  Robespierre.  Solely  occupied 
io  appearance  with  assuring  the  predominance  of  guvem- 
ment  over  aU  parties,  Robespierre  read  to  the  Convention 
.  a  report  upon  tbe  principles  of  a  revolutionary  govemmeuL 
This  report  threw  a  light  upon  bis  plans  and  upon  those 
of  the  committee.  "  The  theory  of  a  revolutionary  gov- 
ernoietit,"  said  be,  "  is  as  new  as  the  Revolutton  which  en- 
geodwed  it  j  tb?  aim  of  a  eonatitutional  government  is  to 
preserve  tbe  Republic,  that  of  a  revolutionary  government 
IS  to  found  it. 

"  Revolidion  is  the  war  of  liberty  against  its  enemies. 
The  coiutitution  is  tbe  rula  of  notorious  «iid  peaceable 
liberty. 

"  The  revolutionaiy  government  owes  to  goo^  oitiBons 
every  national  protection.  It  owes  death  to  tbe  enemies 
of  the  people. 

"  It  ought  Io  steer  between  two  dangen — weakness  and 
temerity,  moderation  and  excess. 

"  Its  power  ought  to  be  imnHwwi.  The  day  when  it  shaU 
&U  iato  impure  or  perfidiotu  hands,  Uberty  will  be  lost. 
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"  Tbe  fimodation  of  the  French  Republic  is  no  child's 
play — miBfortune  to  ns  if  we  break  tbe  fasces,  in  lies  of 
oinding  them  I  Let  us  eacrifico  our  self-love  to  this  object. 
Scipio,  after  haying  conquered  Hannibal  and  Carthage, 
gloried  in  serving  under  the  orders  of  his  enemy.  If 
among  us  the  functions  of  a  rerolutionary  govonment  are 
objects  of  ambition,  in  place  of  being  painful  duties,  the 
Republic  is  already  lost 

"  Hardly  had  we  repressed  the  fiilsely  philosophical  es- 
cesees  against  adoration,  hardly  had  we  here  pronounced 
the  name  of  ultra  reTolutionist,  ^au  the  partisans  of  roy- 
alty desired  to  apply  it  to  ardent  patriots,  who  had  in  good 
&ith  committed  Boine  errors  in  zeal.  They  sought  fer 
chiefs  among  yon.  Their  hope  ia  to  place  in  arrest  one 
'  with  the  other.  This  deadly  struggle  would  avenn  the 
aristocrats  and  the  Girondists.  We  must  coDfound  their 
hopea,  by  judging  their  accomplices." 

This  double-edged  harangue,  evidently  directed  against 
the  H^bertists,  who  accused  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  of  weakness,  and  against  tbe  Dantonists,  who  ac- 
cused it  of  excess  of  rigor,  terminated  in  a  decrae,  ordering 
the  prompt  trial  of  Dietrich,  the  mayor  of  Strasbnrg,  of 
CuBtiae,  son  of  the  general,  and  of  a  certain  number  of 
generals,  accused  of  complicity  with  tho  stranger.  These 
were  almost  all  innocent  victims,  sacrificed  to  restore 
peace  between  three  parties :  it  vras  blood  shed  to  the 
anarchy  in  the  Convention,  to  appease  it.  Bat  this  sacri- 
fice appeased  none. 

XIV. 
The  quarrels  of  Camille  Desmonlins  and  of  Hubert  in 
their  journals,  fomented  discord.  Tacit  symptoms  revealed 
to  the  eyes  of  Robespierre  and  of  the  committee  the  sullen 
murmurs  of  Danton.  The  abdication  and  silence  of  this 
orator  disquieted  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  Since 
his  return  from  Arcis-snr-Aube,  his  repose  was  unnatural, 
Hia  humanity  was  suspected.  The  blood  of  September, 
which  still  stained  his  bands,  had  not  rendered  so  much  pity 
likely  to  exist  in  Danton's  soul.  They  saw,  in  his  affected 
mercy,  rather  a  calculation  than  afeeling.  This  calculatinn 
was  a  threat  against  those  who  wielded  the  arm  of  punish- 
ment. Danton,  in  affecting  to  separate  himself  irom  them, 
appeared  to  watch  the  hoar  of  a  return  of  public  opinion, 
to  euro  thia  ana  agtunstthem;  to  impute  the  blood  to  themj 
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reproach  them  u-ith  the  victims;  pro6t  by  the  reeeiitmeDl* 
they  mi^t  have  roused,  and  possess  himself  of  the  Reyolu- 
tioD,  their  work ;  casting  tbem  to  the  vengeance  of  the  peo- 
ple. These  stiHpicioes  of  Robespierre  and  of  the  commit- 
tee against  Danton  wara  justified  by  bis  nature,  by  his 
situation,  and  by  his  profound  policy.  The  crimea  and 
virtues  of  Danton  thus  blended  tnemselves  at  this  moment 
to  destroy  him.  The  ostentation  of  bis  idle  and  voluptuous 
life  at  ^vres,  when  the  republic  was  on  fire,  and  when 
blood  flowed  firom  every  vein — in  abort,  the  inexplicable 
fortune  which  people  attributed  to  him,  compared  with  the 
indigence  of  Robespierre,  gave  the  finishing  blow  to  suspi- 
cion. The  rashness  of  Camille  DesmoijUns  here  recoiled 
upon  Danton.  They  did  not  believe  that  this  young  and 
volatile  pamphleteer  was  capable  of  daring  every  thing,  if 
he  did  not  feel  himself  backed  up  by  a.  Colossus.  Hb  au- 
dacious style  passed  for  the  vituperations  of  his  patron. 

Camille  Desmoulins  had  desired  to  flatter  Robespierre, 
by  dtrectJDg  the  Vieux  Cordelier  a^inst  Hubert  and  bis 
party,  but  he  found  he  had  thus  oflended  the  dbtrustful 
rival  of  Dauton.  Strange  error  of  an  adulation,  which  de- 
ceives itself  as  to  the  hour,  and  which  wounds  when  desir- 
ous to  caress.  The  whole  knot  of  the  drama,  about  to 
reveal  itself,  was  contained  in  the  misunderstanding  of  a 
pamphleteer.  Hb  inconuderate  pen,  in  desiring  to  kill  his 
enemies,  haatOBed  oitward  the  hour  of  his  fiiends  and  Iii* 


XV. 

Camille  Desmoulins  commenced  his  first  number  of  thtt 
Vieux  Cordeiier  by  flattering  Robespierre. 

"  Victory  has  rested  with  the  Jacobins,"  wrote  be,  in  re- 
taring  the  acquittal  of  Danton ;  "  because  in  the  midst  of 
the  many  ruins  of  colossal  reputations  of  civUtn,  that  of 
Robespiene  b  still  standing.  Already  powerful  from  the 
ground  g^ned  during  the  illness  and  alraeDce  of  Danton,  the 
party  of  his  accusers,  amid  the  most  touching  and  convinc- 
mg  parts  of  bb  justificatioii,  hissed,  bung  their  heads,  and 
smiled  with  pity,  as  at  the  discourse  of  a  man  condemned 
by  universal  approbation.  We  have  conquered,  neverthe- 
less ;  because  after  the  thundering  eloquence  of  Robespierre, 
whose  talent  appears  to  increase  with  the  perils  of  the.  re- 
public, and  the  deep  impression  he  has  left  on  all  minds,  it 
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was  impossible  to  dare  to  raise  a  voice  a^nst  Danton 
without  giving,  as  it  were,  a  public  receipt  for  the  gaineas 
of  Pitt." 

He  affected,  moreover,  adoration  for  Marat,  in  order  to 
shield  hitneelf,  under  bii  ponthumouB  fame,  against  thoee 
who  reproached  him  with  weaknese, 

"  Since  the  death  of  diat  enli^tened  patriot  vriiom  I  dared 
three  years  since  to  style  the  divine  Marat,  it  is  the  only 
step  which  the  enemies  of  the  republic  gained.  And  I  at- 
tested it  to  sixty  of  my  coHeagnes — how  often  I  have  lament- 
ed in  their  bosoms  the  fataii  success  of  this  act !  At  last 
Robespierre,  in  an  opening  speech,  which  the  Convention 
decreed  should  be  sent  to  all  Europe,  raised  the  vail.  It 
appertained  to  bis  courage  and  popularity  to  slide  adroitlv 
under  it,  as  be  has  done,  the  great  Word — the  salutary  word 
—that  Pitt  has  changed  his  batteries;  that  he  has  under- 
taken to  eSect  by  exaggeration,  what  he  could  not  effect 
by  moderation,  and  that  there  were  men,  politdcally  counter- 
revolutionists,  who  wrous^t  hard  to  form,  like  Roland,  the 
public  mind,  and  to  talsi^  opinion  in  a  contrary  sense,  but 
to  another  extreme  equally  fatal  to  liberty.  Aiterward,  in 
two  discourses,  not  less  eloqnent,  in  ibe  Jacobins,  Robes- 
pierre delivered  himself  with  still  more  vehemence  againAt 
the  intriguers  who,  by  perfidious  and  exclusive  eulogy  flatter- 
ed themselves  they  could  wean  him  from  all  bis  old  compan- 
ioos  in  arms  and  from  the  boty  battaUon  of  Cordeliers,  wiA 
whom  he  bad  so  oflen  vanquished  the  royal  army.  To  (b» 
shame  of  priests,  be  has  defended  the  God  whom  they  so 
cowardly  abandoned!" 

There  Camille  Desmoulins  caused  tbe  genius  of  Tacitus 
to  refiect  on  modem  crimes ;  French,  under  bis  pen,  be- 
came concise  and  monumental  as  tbe  La^n. 

"After  tbe  soige  of  Perousa,"  aay  the  historians,  "not- 
witbstan)ling  the  capituladon,  tbe  answer  of  Augustus  was 
— '  You  must  all  perish  !*  Three  hundred  of  tbe  principal 
citizens  were  conducted  to  the  hotel  of  Julius  Csaar,  and 
there  slaughtered  on  the  day  of  the  16tb  of  March,  after 
which  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  were  put  indiscrim- 
inately to  the  sword ;  and  tbe  town,  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful in  Italy,  was  reduced  to  ashes,  and  as  effectually  effaced 
fiwm  the  surface  of  the  earth  as  Herculaneum.  There  was 
formerly  at  Rome,  says  Tacitus,  a  law  which  specified  crimes 
of  state  and  leiemajetti,  and  bore  capital  punisliment.  These 
crimes  of  lit  vuyetti  under  the  republic  were  reduced  to 
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fbur  kinds.  If  an  turoy  had  been  abandoned  in  ati  enemy's 
country,  if  one  had  excited  sedition;  if  tbe  membera  of  con- 
GtituteJ  bodies  had  iti  adminiatered  afiaiis,  or  the  public 
money ;  or  if  the  ntajesty  of  the  Roman  people  bad  been 
abaee4.  The  emperore  only  required  aome  additional  arti- 
cle)! to  this  law  to  comprise  botb  citizens  and  entire  cities 
in  the  proscription.  Since  converBattons  bad  become  state 
crimes,  only  a  step  was  requisite  to  convert  into  cringes  tbe 
simple  glance  of  Borrow,  compassion,  a  sigb,  or  silence  it8el£ 
Soon  it  was  a  crime  of  l^e  majeste,  or  counter-revolution, 
in  the  town  of  Mnrcia,  for  baling  raised  a  monument  to  its 
inhabitants  who  had  petished  at  the  siege  of  Modena,  fight- 
ing under  Angustus;  but  because  Augustus  then  combated 
wkh  Brutus,  MuFcia  shared  the  Ate  of  Peronsa.  Dimsus 
having  asked  the  sootbsayers  if  he  should  not  one  day  pos- 
sess great  wealth,  was  a  crime  of  counter-revolution.  The 
joumalbt  Cremntius  Cordus  having  called  Brutus  and  Cas- 
siuB  tbe  last  of  the  Romans,  was  a  crime  of  counter-revolu- 
tion. One  of  tbe  descendants  of  Cassiusbftving  in  bia  house 
a  portrait  of  his  grand-uncle,  was  a  crime  of  counter-revo- 
lution. Mamercus  Scaurus  having  compoaed  a  tragedy 
which  contained  a  verse  to  which  one  might  attach  a  double 
meaning,  was  a  crime  of  counter-revolution.  Torquatus 
Silenus  baring  been  improvident,  was  a  crime  of  counter- 
revolution. P6tr§ius  having  dreamed  about  Claudius,  waa 
a  crime  of  coantet-revolution.  The  wife  of  A^piua  Silanua 
having  dreamed  the  same,  was  a  crime  of  conntei^revolution. 
Because  a  friend  of  Sejanus  bad  sought  an  asylum  in  one 
of  the  conntry-housos  of  Fompcmiua,  it  was  a  crime  of 
counter-revolutton.  To  complam  of  the  misfortune  of  tbo 
times  was  a  connierTevohition,  because  that  waa  an  attack 
upon  the  government.  Not  to  have  invoked  the  genius  of  ^ 
Caligula,  was  a  crime  of  counter-revolution ;  for  havinK* 
failed  therein,  a  groat  number  of  citizens  were  lacerated 
with  blows,  condemned  to  the  mines  or  wild  beasts,  and 
some  of  them  sawed  through  tbe  middle  of  the  body.  The 
mother  of  Fabius  Oeminus  having  wept  over  the  terrible 
dead)  of  her  son,  was  a  crime  of  counter-revolution. 

"  It  was  necessary  to  show  joy  at  the  death  of  one's  friend, 
or  of  one's  parent,  if  men  would  not  expose  themselves  to 
destmction.  Under  Nero,  many  whose  relations  be  bad 
caused  to  die,  went  to  thank  Qod  for  it,  and  illuminated. 
At  least,  it  was  requisite  to  wear  an  air  of  contentment,  an 
o|ien  and  qai«t  mien.     Quo  waa  a£raid  that  ftar  itself  might 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


S86  TUB  et'SPBCTBU   AT    BOKB. 

render  &  man  guilty.  Eveiy  thing  gave  umbrage  to  the 
tyrant.  Were  a  citizen  popular;  he  was  the  rival  of  the 
prince,  who  might  incite  a  civil  war — suspected.  Did  any 
one  shun,  on  the  costrarvi  popularity,  and  hold  himself 
apait ;  this  retired  life  had  given  time  for  consideration — 
suspected. 

"  Were  a  man  poorj  it  was  necessary  to  watch  him  more 
closely.  No  one  u  so  enterprising  as  he  who  has  naught — 
inspected.  Were  you  of  a  somber,  melancholy  character, 
or  negligently  dressed ;  your  affliction  was  caused  by  the 
^ood  state  of  public  affain — suspected. 

"  Were  he  virtuous  and  austere  in  his  manners — good, 
too — another  Brutus,  who  pretended,  by  his  pallor,  to  cen- 
sure an  amiable  and  well-cnried  court — suspected. 

"  Were  that  man  a  philosopher,  an  orator,  or  a  poet,  more 
renown  must  necewaiily  appertain  to  him  than  to  those  who 
governed.  Could  it  be  permitted  that  an  orator  should  have 
more  attention  paid  to  him  than  to  the  emperor  in  hia  private 
box  1 — suspected. 

In  short,  bad  one  acquired  reputation  in  war,  that  taJeni. 
rendered  one's  situation  the  more  dangerous.  There  is 
4ome  resource  with  an  incompetent  generaL  If  he  were  a 
traitor,  he  could  not  so  entirely  deliver  up  an  army  to  the 
enemy,  that  some  one  returned  not.  But  an  officer  of  merit, 
of  CorbulouuB  or  ^^cola,  if  he  betrayed,  be  could  not  save 
one  single  nan.  The  beet  was  to  destroy  one's  self  At 
the  least,  it  was  necessary  to  leave  the  army  promptly  at  a 
distance.     Suspected. 

"  One  may  imagine  that  it  would  bsve  been  much  wone 
had  one  been  grandson  or  ally  of  Augustus ;  one  m^ht 
then  have  pretensions  to  the  thone— suspected.  Thjs,  it 
was  impossible  to  possess  any  quality,  unless  one  had  made 
it  an  instrument  of  tyranny,  without  awakening  the  despot 
and  expoung  one's  self  to  certain  perdidon.  It  was  a 
crime  to  bold  a  place  of  consequence,  or  to  tender  your 
resignation  of  it.  But  the  greatest  of  all  crimes  was  the  be- 
ing incorruptible. 

"  A  man  was  annihilated  on  account  of  bis  name,  or  that 
of  his  ancestors ;  another  on  account  of  his  beautiful  house 
at  Alba.  Valerius  AaiaticuB  by  reason  of  hb  gardens, 
which  had  pleased  the  empress.  Italicus,  because  his 
eountenance  displeased  her;  and  a  multitude  without  bmng 
able  to  divine  the  cause.  Toranius,  the  tutor,  the  old  friena 
of  Augustus,  was  proscribed  by  his  pupil  widiout  knowing 
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whorefure,  if  it  were  not  that  he  were  a  man  of  probity  end 
loved  liiH  country.  Keicher  the  magistracy  nov  his  inno- 
cence could  guarantee  Quintua  G-eliua  from  the  bloody 
hands  of  ibe  executionei' ;  this  Augustus,  whose  cleroeRcy 
had  been  so  much  vaunted,  plucked  biq  eyes  out  witb  his 
own  hands.  People  weie  poiaiajdej  and  betrayed  by  bis 
slaves  or  tbeir  enemies ;  and  if  they  bad  not  enemies,  an 
assassin  was  found  in  tb^ir  boat,  a  fiiend,  or  a  soq.  In 
one  word,  under  tbese  reigns  the  natural  death  of  a  man 
'celebrated,  oi-  only  in  place,  was  so  rare,  that  it  wae  put  in 
the  gazettes,  and  transmitted  by  the  hiatotians  to  the  mem- 
ory of  ages.  Under  this  consulate,  says  our  annalist,  there 
was  a  pontiff,  Piso,  who  died  in  bis  bed,  which  appeared  to 
be  considered  a  prodigy, 

"  Such  were  the  accusers,  such  the  judges.  The  tribu- 
nals, the  protectors  of  life  and  property,  had  become  the 
shambles,  where  what  bore  the  name  of  execution  and  con- 
fiscation, was  but  theft  and  assassination.  If  there  were  no 
method  of  sending  a  man  to  tbe  tribunal,  recourse  was  bad 
to  assaasinatioQ  or  to  poison.  Celer  ^bus,  the  famous 
Locusta,  and  the  pbysicinn  Anicetus,  were  poisoners  by 
profession,  patented,  tra.oiing  in  the  suite  <»*  the  court, 
and  a  description  of  grand  omcera  of  the  crown.  When 
these  half  measures  did  not  suilice,  the  tyrants  resorted  to  a 
general  proscription.  It  is  &us  that  Caracalla,  e&er  hav- 
ing kill^  Geta  with  his  own  band,  dsclared  all  bis  friends 
and  partisans  enemies  of  the  republic,  to  tbe  number  of  . 
20,000  ;  and  Tiberius,  the  enemy  of  the  republic,  killed  all 
the  fi-iends  and  partisans  of  Sejaous,  to  the  number  of  30,000. 
It  is  thus  that  Sylla,  in  on^  day  interdicted  fire  and  water 
to  70,000  Rom^u.  If  an  emperor  bad  bad  a  pte^torian 
guard  of  tigers  aud  panthers,  he  could  not  liave  rent  more 
persons  in  pieces  than  tbe  denunciators,  tb^  &eedmen,  the 
poisoners,  and  the  paid  assassins  of  CEBsar;  for.cruelty 
caused  by  hunger  ceases  with  hunger,  whereas  that  caused 
by  the  fear,  the  cupidity,  and  tbe  suspicion  of  tyrants,  has 
no  limits.  To  what  degree  of  de^adalidn  and  baseness 
can  not  the  human  mind  descend,  when  one  reflects  that 
Rome  suffered  the  government  of  a  monster,  who  regretted 
that  his  reign  was  not  marked  by  some  calamity,  plague, 
&mine,  or  earthquake,  who  envied  Augustus  for  having  had 
in  his  reign  an  army  cut  to  pieces,,  and  the  reign  of  Tibe- 
rius, on  account  of  the  disasters, of  the  amphitheater  of 
Fidenes,  where  50,000  persons  bad  perished;  and,  to  wy 
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an  in  one  word,  who  wibIimI  that  the  Roman  people  bad 
bat  one  bead,  that  one  blow  might  end  them  !" 

XVI. 

Iben  he  raised  himielf  to  Ae  philosophjr  of  F6n^1oa,  to 
giye  to  the  Revolution  tbe  coloring  of  a  political  religion. 

"  Certain  penona  think  apparently  that  libeiiy,  like  in- 
Ibncy,  must  neceflsarily  pass  tnrongb  the  vale  of  tears  and 
criea  to  the  age  of  matnrity.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  the. 
nature  of  liberty,  that  to  enjoy  it,  it  suffices  to  desire  it  A 
people  are  free  the  instant  they  desire  to  be  so.  Liberty 
Das  nether  old  age  nor  inikncy ;  it  has  bnt  one  age,— that 
of  finve  and  vigor ;  otberwise  those  who  sacrifice  themselves 
for  the  repubhc  would  be  as  stupid  as  these  fanatics  of  La 
Vendee,  who  kill  thennelves  fbr  the  enjoyment  of  a  para- 
dise in  which  they  will  never  revel,  when  we  have  per- 
ished in  the  fight,  shall  we  also  rise  again  in  three  days,  like 
these  stupid  peasants  1  No  !  this  liberty,  which  I  adore,  is 
not  tbe  unktiown ,  Qod.  We  fight  to  defend  tbe  weal  of 
which  she  immediately  possesses  those  who  invoke  her. 
These  benefits  are  the  declaration  of  rights,  the  mildness  of 
republican  maxims,  fraternity,  holy  equality,  and  inviola- 
Ulity  of  principles.  Behold  the  traces  of  the  goddess's 
steps! 

"Oh !  iny  dear  co-citizens,  should  we  be  degraded  to  such 
a  point  as  to  prostrate  ourselves  before  such  divinities  t 
No!  Liberty,  that  liberty  descended  from  heaven,  that  ia 
not  an  opera  nympb,  nor  a  red  bonnet,  a  dirty  shirt,  or  rags ; 
liberty  is  reason,  happiness,  virtue,  equality,  justice,  your 
sublime  constitution.  Do  you  deure  that  I  should  'recognize 
her,  that  I  should  fall  at  her  feet,  that  I  should  shed  all  my 
blood  for  her?  (hien  the  priaoiiB  of  those  two  hundred 
thousand  citizens  whom  you  call  suspected ;  for  in  the  de 
claration  of  rights  there  are  no  houses  of  suspicion,  there 
are  only  bouses  of  arrest  SuspicioD  has  no  prison  but  the 
public  accuser.  There  are  no  suspected  people;  there  are 
but  those  accused  of  crimes  foreseen  by  tne  law.  And  do 
not  believe  that  this  measure  will  be  &tal  to  the  republic, 
it  would  be  the  most  revolutionary  measure  that  you  would 
over  have  adopted.  You  desire  to  exterminate  all  your 
enemies  by  the  giullotme,  but  was  there  ever  a  greater 
folly  1  Can  you  cause  one  single  soul  to  perish  upon  the 
scaffold  without  making  enemies  to  yourselves  of  his  family 
and  firiendst    Bo  you  miagine  that  it  is  these  women,  these 
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old  men,  tbese  eril  doers,  these  egotiats,  and  these  slaggarda 
of  the  Revolution,  whom  you  imprison,  that  are  dangerous  t 
Of  your  enemiee  there  remain  among  you  only  coward* 
and  invalids ;  the  brave  and  the  Btrong-  have  emigrated 
Aey  have  perished  at  Lyons  or  at  La  Vendte.  All  tb«t 
remainder  merit  not  your  wrath.  This  mnltttude  of  pam> 
phleteere,-  of  hooseholders,  and  of  ahopkeepers  whom  yov 
mcapcerate  in  the  duel  between  monarchy  and  the  republic, 
has  only  resembled  that  people  of  Rome  whose  indififlrence 
Tacitus  depicts  in  the  combat  between  Vitellina  and  Vet- 
paaian." 

XVIL 

The  expression,  "committee  i^denu»icy,"  which  he  had 
thrown  out  among  other  opinions,  flattered  likewise  the 
generosity  of  the  conquerors,  in  consoling  the  misery  and 
weakness  of  the  vanqnisbed. 

"  What  benedictions  would  arise  then  from  all  quarters  1 
1  think  very  differently  firom  those  who  tell  you  that  terror 
must  be  le^  to  the  order  of  the  day.  I  am  certain,  on  the 
contrary,  that  liberty  would  be  consolidated,  and  Burope 
conquered  if  you  had  a  committee  of  mercy.  It  is  this 
committee  which  would  wind  up  the  Revolution, forclemency 
is  a  revolutionary  measure,  and  the  most  efficacious  of  ^ 
when  it  is  distributed  with  wisdom.  Let  fools  and  fops  call 
me  modiri  if  tbey  will.  1  do  not  blush  at  not  being  more 
furious  than  Marcus  Brutus;  and  behold  what  Brutus  wrote; 
'You  would  do  better,  my  dear  Cicero,  to  use  every  exer- 
tion to  curtail  the  civil  wars,  than  to  exercise  your  wrath 
and  pursue  your  resentments  against  the  van^ui^ed  %'  We 
know  that  Thrasybnlos,  aSter  taking  possession  of  Athens, 
St  the  head  of  the  exiles,  and  having  condemned  to  death 
those  of  the  thirty  tyrants  who  had  not  perished  aword  in 
hand,  exercised  extreme  indulgence  as  regarded  the  re- 
mainder of  the  citizens,  and  even  caused  a  general  amnesty 
to  be  proclaimed.  Shall  we  say  that  Thnsybulus  and  Bru- 
tus were  Feuillanta  or  BrisaotiDsl  I  consent  to  pass  for  a 
vtadfri  like  these  great  men."  Afterward,  ToreTting  to  the 
committee  of  clemency : — 

"Atthisexpreseton.'commtaee  of  cleinent^,*  what  patriot  , 
does  not  feel  his  heart  moved  %  for  patriotism  consuls  in 
the  plenitude  of  every  virtue,  and  can  not  consequently 
exist  where  there  is  neitbw  humanity  nor  philanthropy, 
boc  a  soul  arid  and  dried  up  by  egotiam.     Oh,  my  d«ar 
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RobflspieiTe,  it  ia  to  you  diat  I  bera  address  the  word  ;  for  I 
bave  saoQ  the  moaient  when  Pitt  had  only  you  to  coDquer; 
when  without  you  the  ship  Ai^  would  hava  perished,  the 
repuUic  have  entered  intochaos,  and  the  society  of  Jacobins 
«nd  La  Moutagne  have  beccune  a  Tower  of  Babel.  Robes- 
pierre 1  you,  whose  eloquent  diacouraes  posterity  will  read, 
remember  these  lessons  of  pbiloeophy — that  love  is  strongei 
and  more  durable  than  ^ir,  that  admirntiou  and  religion 
Wtcact  benefactors,  that  acta  of  clem^icy  are  the  ladder  of 
falsehood,  as  Tertullian  has  told  ua,  by  which  the  membeni 
of  theCotnmittee  of  Public  Saiety  are  raised  up  to  heaven; 
and  may  they  never  ascend  there  upon  bloody  steps  I  Al- 
ready yon  have  approached  closely  to  this  idea  in  the  mea- 
sure you  caused  to  be  decreed  yesterday  in  the  meeting  of 
decadi,  tbe  tenth  day,  thirtieth  Frimaire.  It  is  true  that  it 
is  rather  a  comroirtee  of  justice  which  has  been  proposed, 
Btill  why  should  clemency  have  become  a  crime  m  tbe  re- 
public t" 

Lastly,  he  dared  to  address  himself  to  BaiT^re,  the  sec- 
retary of  tbe  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  "  '  The  modirit 
and  the  aristocrats,'  said  Barrere, '  never  meet  now  with- 
out asking  each  other.  Have  you  read  the  Vieux  Cor- 
ddier  t'  f,  the  patron  raf  aristocrats — of  ptcderit  I  Let  the 
vessel  of  the  republic,  which  runs  between  two  dangers  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  approach  too  closely  that  of  mode- 
ratioB,  you  shaU  see  if  I  will  aid  the  manauvre — you  shall 
see  if  I  am  a  modire.  I  was  a  revolutionist  before  all  of 
yon ;  I  have  been  a  brigand,  and  I  take  glory  to  myself 
for  it,  wben  on  tbe  ni^t  of  the  Igth  to  13th  of  July,  1789,1 
and  General  Danican  made  tbe  gunmaken  open  their 
sbope,  to  arm  tbe  first  battalion  of  taut  adotte».     Then  I 

Sossessed  tbe  uidacity  of  tite  Revolution.  To-day,  as 
eputy  of  tbe  National  Assembly,  the  audacity  which  be- 
comes me  is  that  of  reason,  that  of  staling  my  opinions 
with  franknees. 

"  But,  O  my  colleagues  I  I  will  tell  youi  as  Brutus  did 
Cicero, '  We  fear  death  too  much,  and  exile,  bikI  poverty/ 
Mmitcffl  twMBMM  mortem  et  exilhtm  et  pauperCatrm.  Does 
tbis  life  merit  that  a  representative  should  prolong  it  at  the 
expense  of  honor  I  There  is  not  one  of  us  who  has  not 
attained  the  summit  of  the  hill  of  liie^it  remains  to  us 
only  to  descend  it  over  a  thousand  inevitable  precipices, 
even  for  the  moat  oliscure  man.  This  deaceot  will  not 
open  to  ua  any  passage— no  site  which  was  not  offered  s 
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tbousaod  timeB  more  delicinudy  to  that  Solomon,  wbo  laid, 
in  tbe  tnidet  of  bia  seren  hundred  wives  and  all  his  happi- 
nesB,  '  I  have  found  that  the  dead  are  happier  than  me 
living,  and  that  the  most  happy  ia  he  who  hae  never  been 
born.'  " 

XVIII. 

Hubert,  stigmatized  in  these  pamphlets,  uttered  exclama- 
tions of  grief  and  rage  under  the  Btiletto  of  CamJlle  Des- 
moulins.  He  did  net  cease  to  provoke  hia  expulaion  &am 
the  Jacobins,  aud  to  denounce  him  to  the  Coideliers  as  a 
stipendiary  of  superstidon  and  aristocracy.  Barisre,  on 
his  side,  fulminated  against  Camille  Desmonlina  in  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and  in  the  tribune  of  the 
Convention.  'He  accused  him  of  discouraging  patriotism, 
and  of  comparing  the  painiiil  energy  of  tbe  fbnnden  c^ 
liberty  to  the  cruelty  m  tyrauta.  Camille,  disowned  also 
by  Danton  and  scolded  by  Robespieire,  began  to  fear  that 
he  had  placed  hia  band  between  two  cohuBus,  who  were 
about  to  crush  bim  in  their  ahock.  Sut  blushing  to  recede 
before  public  opinion,  which  encouraged  these  first  appeals 
of  clemency,  he  aggravated  hia  crime  in  the  new  pamphleta, 
which  at  the  time  redoubled'  hia  eloquence  and  inTectirea 
against  the  Jacobins. 

Hubert,  Ronsin,  Vincent,  Momoro,  and  Chaatnette,  ftil- 
ing  in  resolution  at  the  moment  of  the  struggle,  endeavored, 
like  Camille  Desmoulins,  to  render  Rubespierre  disin* 
tareated,  or  to  niove  him  by  adula^n.  Tbe  wife  of  Hebert, 
a  nun  fieed  iram  the  cloister  by  the  Revolution,  bat  worthy 
r  a  difierent  husband,  was  intimate  at  the  house  of  Du- 


play,  Robespierre  experienced  for  this  female  the  esteem 
and  respect  which  be  reiosed  to  Hubert  She  endeavored 
to  recoocile  hini  to  her  husband.  Invited  to  a  dinner  at 
Duplay'a,  sbe  tried  to  diasipate  the  suspicions  which  RobeB- 
pierre  cherished  against  tbe  &ction  of  die  Cordelien.  In 
the  evening,  Robes[uerre,  unbending  himself  to  Hubert, 
insinuated  that  the  concentrationof  poorer  in  a  triumvirate 
composed  of  Danton,  Hebert,  and  himself,  might  perchance 
'bind  fast  the  fasces  of  the  republic  which  was  ready  to 
break  eeundsP.  Hebert  replied  that  he  felt  bimaeu  in- 
capable of  any  other  pait  than  that  of  the  Aristophanes  of 
the  people.  Robeapierre  regarded  him  with  distrust.  The 
wife  of  H6bert  said,  on  withdrawing  to  her  hnsbiuid,  that 
•aoh  an  inaioualion,  raoerved  and  npulsed,  was  a  noital 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


e; 


342  DANTON   DUPID   BT   EOBBeFlEBEE. 

Aaagpr  for  bim.  "  Reauiira  jonneif,"  said  Hubert,  "  1 
fear  Robespierre  no  moretbBi)  Uanttm.  Let  tbem  come, 
if  they  dare,  to  seek  me  in  tbe  middle  of  mj  commune." 

By  turns  trembling  or  rash,  Hubert  did  not  speak  with 
leae  distrust  of  Danton  in  his  pamphlet,  and  in  tbe  tribune 
of  the  Cordeliers.  Tbe  applause  of  tbe  populace,  the 
audacity  of  Vincent,  tbe  anna  of  Ronsin,  and  the  ill-ordered 
bands  a[  MaiUard,  reassured  Hubert.  He  openly  decried 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  The  ^vemment  had 
but  the  choice  of  annihilating  this  factious  man,  or  of  being 
annihilated  by  him.  The  Convention  was  menaced  by  a 
new  31st  of  May.  He  demanded  the  arrest  and  execution 
of  BOTenty-three  deputies,  accomplices  of  tbe  Q-irondista, 
Vincent  stuck  up  placards  in  tbe  CordBliers,  wherein  be 
said  he  would  reduce'  to  fifteen  hundred  souls  tbe  popu- 
lation of  Lyons,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand,  and  cnai^ 
the  Rh6ne  with  the  burial  of  the  bodies.  Cbaumette 
caused  petidonerB  to  pour  into  the  Commnne  from  the 
Mctions,  demanding  openly  the  expul«on  of  the  disaffected 
nity  of  the  Convention.  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
inew,  by  its  secret  agents,  the  anarchical  plots  of  Ronsin. 
It  was  time  to  destroy  them.  ■  It  became  necessary  to 
profit  by  the  moment  when  these  same  conspirators 
threatened  Danton.  Such  was  the  motive  of  the  manoeu- 
VFes  and  indulgences  of  Robespierre  in  the  Jacobins,  in 
respect  to  Danton  and  Camille  Deemouli'ns.  Resolved  to 
destroy  the  two  fectionB,  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
took  care  to  attack  them  on  that  very  day.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  leave  hope  to  the  one,  in  order  the  mure  easily  to 
crush  the  other.  The  secret  of  this  policy  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee did  not  transpire.  Danton,  with  all  his  foresight,  was 
himself  deceived.-  He  took  the  patience  of  Robespierre 
for  an  alliance— it  was  a  snare,  and  he  fell  into  it;  and 
this,  the  exclamation  of  bis  humbled  pride  revealed  some 
days  afterward :— "  To  die  is  nothing — but  to  die  the  dupe 
of  Robespierre  1" 

XIX. 
The  Jacobins  were  for  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
the  instrument  of  defeat  or  of  victory.  Robespierre  charged 
himself  with  rallying  them  in  the  Convention.  He  multir. 
plied  himself,  be  exhaosted  all  his  strength  to  occupy  tbe 
bribune  constantly,  and  to  exercise  over  them  the  fascina- 
tion <^  Us  natoo.    This  tribune  became  die  only  sonoroui 
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MHnt  of  the  repuUie.  The  CoDvention  sffectod  to  spealt 
little,  BiDce  she  exercised  Bujireme  power.  Sovereignty  has 
no  need  of  eloquence — it  acts.  The  CoDTention  further 
feared  to  divide  iteelf  by  discusBions  before  its  ecemiee. 
Ita  dignity  and  Htrengih  were  in  its  silence.  Opinion 
neither  grumbled  nor  broke  out  but  among  the  Jacobins. 
Robe^erre  lost  not  there  a  nngle  opportunity  of  discour- 
aging or  menacing  the  Hebertiats.  "  Let  those,"  he  ex- 
claimed one  day,  regarding  the  group  formed  by  Ronain, 
Vincent,  and  the  Cordeliers, — "  let  those  who  would  desire 
diat  the  Convention  were  degraded,  behold  here  the  presage 
of  ihoir  ruin  I  let  them  understand  the  oracle  of  their  cer- 
tain death !  they  will  be  exterminated  1" 

Camille  Desmoulins  had  been  allowed  a  delay,  to  iustily 
bis  bitter  insinuations  against  Terror.  He  presented  him- 
self already  vanqniabed,  and  muttered  some  excuaea, 
.  "  Stay,  citizens,"  said  he,  "  I  no  longer  know  where  I 
am.  On  every  ride  I  am  accused.  1  am  calunmiated.  I 
have  long  believed  in  the  accusadimB  against  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety.  Collot  d'Herbois  has  sasured  me 
that  tfaese  accusations  were  a  farce.     I  there  bewildered 


myself  la  it  a  crime  in  your  eyes  to  have  been  deceived !' 
"  Sxplain  yourself  iu  regard  to  the  Vieux  C^nUHer,"  ex- 
clairoed  a  voice  to  him.  Camille  heaitated.  Robespierre 
regarded  him  with  a  severe  bye.  "  It  is  now  some  time 
since,"  said  be,  "  that  I  undertook  the  defense  of  Camille 
Deamoulins  when  accused  by  the  Jacobins.  Friendship 
adduced  to  me  some  extenuating  reflections  upon  his  char- 
acter. But  to-day  I  am  cotfipelled  to  hold  a  very  difTereni 
language.  He  had  promised  to  abjure  his  politicBl  heresies 
which  cover  the  psgea  of  the  Vteux  Cordehtr.  InBated  1^ 
the  prodigious  sale  of  his  pamphlet,  and  by  the  perfidloua 
praise  which  the  ari^ocrats  showered  upon  him,  he  has  not 
abandoned  the  path  which  error  traced  out  to  him.  His 
writbgs  are  dangerous.  They  cheiiib  the  hope  of  our 
enemies.  They  court  public  malignity.  Ho  is  an  admirer 
of  the  anciraits.  The  immortal  writings  of  Cicero  and  De- 
mosthenes oonstitute  bis  delight.  He  loves  the  Fhilippica. 
He  is  a  child  led  away  by  bad  companions.  We  muat  be 
severe  against  his  writings,  which  firUsot  himself  would 
not  have  disowned,  and  preserve  bis  person.  I  demand 
that  bia  Dumbera  nay  be  burned." 

"To  bum-ia  not  to  answer,"  ezclumed' the  imprudent 
pamphleteer. 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglc; 


344  loiwnau^*  VKNTiHnm. 

"  Do  you,  then,  presnine  to  jostify  writings  that  form  tht 
IvTorite  reading  of  the  aristocracy  1"  inquired  Robeapierre: 
"Learn,  Caroille,  that,  were  you  other  than  you  are,  m 
much  &vor  anil  indulgencs  as  yon  have  experienead  woald 
not  be  extended  to  you." 

"-You  condemn  me  in  tbia  place,"  replted  Camflle,  "  bnt 
in  yonr  own  bouse  yonr  seiAiments  were  diflfereotly  ex- 
pressed  :  did  I  not  read  all  I  had  written  to  yoa,  beseech- 
ing; you,  in  the  name  of  friendship,  to  enlighten  me  by  yoar 
comuels,  and  to  gnide  me  by  your  superior  judgment  1" 

"  You  showed  me  but  portlonB  of  what  you  hul  written," 
rejoined  Robespierre,  sereraly ;  "  and  as  I  liever  espouse 
any  person's  quanel,  I  did  not  deaira  to  see  the  other  parts. 
It  might  bare  been  supposed  they  were  written  at  my  dic- 
tation !" 

"  CitizenB  I"  cried  Danlon, "  Camille  Defemonlins  should 
not  feel  alarmed  at  the  somewhat  s^ere  remarks  of  Robes- 
pierre. May  coot  and  impartial  justice  ever  preside  at  yont 
meetings.  Bnt  have  a  care,  lest,  in  condemning  Camille, 
you  Bbrike  a  fetal  blow  against  the  liberty  of  the  press," 

XX. 

These  struggles,  which  were,  Indeed,  but  the  prelude  to 
Others  still  more  serere,  did  not  prevent  Robespierre  from 
dictating  his  own  principles  to  the  Convention. 

"  Let  the  whole  world  understand  the  system  of  our 
political  schemes,"  said  he,  in  one  of  his  reports  on  the 
spirit  of  republican  eoTemment.  "  What  is  our  aim  !~-tbe 
reign  of  that  eternal  juatice,  vvfaoee  laws  are  vrritten,  not  in 
stone  or  marble,  bnt  m  the  hearts  of  men— in  the  bean  of 
die  slave  who  forgets,  as  well  as  in  the  breast  of  the  tyrant 
who  denies  them.  We  would  fain  (in  oar  own  country) 
•ubsdtute  morality  for  selfishness,  honesty  for  honor,  ^ 
duties  of  life  for  the  mere  conventional  fbnna,  reason  fi« 
prqudice ;  in  fine,  all  the  viltues  and  miracles  of  a  republic 
for  the  vioee  and  felaehood  of  a  monctfchy  :  diose  prodigies 
can  only  be  effected  h^  a  democratic  and  repubhcan  gov- 
ernment. Democracy  is  a  state  in  which  the  people,  though 
alt-powerfnl,  are  still  in  subjection  to  the  laws  they  them- 
selves have  made,  and  who  work  out,  by  meAns  of  their 
dmnties,  that  which  they  coilld  not  accomplish  by  them- 
selves. Not  only  is  virtue  the  very  soul  of  a  democracy, 
but  it  can  be  feund  in  no  odier  form  of  government.  Iti  a 
monarchy,  I  know  blit  of  one  individual  who  can  be  said 
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to  care  about  his  country.  Bud  that  is  the  monarch  hirmelf ; 
for  he  only  has  any  interest  in  the  matter.  Does  he  not 
singly  occDpy  the  place  of  the  people  1 

"  The  French  are  the  first  nation  in  the  world  who  have, 
established  a  pure  democracy ;  and  that  they  hare  done  by 
calling  all  nien  to  accept  equality,  and  the  fall  exercise  Knd 
enjoyment  of  their  ngbts  as  citizens.  The  justit  e  of  the 
cause  shall  bear  them  triumphantly  over  all  the  tyrants  who 
oppose  them.  We  seek  not  to  mold  the  republic  of  France 
after  the  model  of  that  of  Sparta,  but  nature  imposes  on 
every  living  creature,  both  pbysioally  and  morally,  the  great 
law  of  self- preservation.  We  are  accused  of  precipitating 
and  even  of  violating  the  forme  of  jadgmenL  Look  back 
to  Rome :  waen  the  consul  there  discovered  ^e  conspiracy, 
and  put  an  end  to  it  on  the  instant,  by  ordering  tbe  accom- 
plices of  Catiline  to  be  put  to  death,  Ae  was  accused  of 
violating  the  uaaal  forms  ;  but  by  whom  was  the  accuaetioi) 
made  'i  By  the  ambitious  CEesar,  who  desired  to  swell  his 
own  train,  by  bringing  over  to  his  side  the  conspirators." 

This  allusion  to  Danton  and  hts  accomplices  caused  a 
powerful  sensation  throaghout  tbe  assembly,  and  made  even 
Danton  change  color. 

"Two  iactions,"  pursued  Robespierre,  "are  at  this  mo- 
ment working  against  us — the  one  would  urge  ns  to  weak- 
ness, the  other  excite  us  to  excess  ;  tbe  one  would  elevate 
liberty  to  the  rank  of  a  Bacchante — the  other  degrade  it  to 
a  state  of  utter  prostitution.  Inferior  inlriganta,  who  are 
freqnently  really  good  citizens,  but  misled  and  deluded  by 
others,  are  to  be  found,  espousing  both  these  parties,  Their 
leaders  belong  to  the  cause  of  kings  ;  one  of  these  parties 
is  styled  moderates — tbe  other  is  composed  of  false  revolu- 
tionists. Would  you  restrain  the  seditious  t  The  lirst 
paity  may  remind  you  of  the  clemency  of  Ciesar.  You 
discover  that'sach  an  individual  acted  Well  and  nobly 
while  he  served  the  republic,  but  fell  from  his  high  and 
honorable  estate  directly  he  betrayed  it.  The  seco^  class 
of  persons  imitate,  nay,  surpass,  the  vices  and  follies  of 
Heliogabalus  and  Caligula;  but  tell  me,  does  the  rank  scum 
left  by  the  ocean  render  its  tossing  waves,  its  mighty  bil- 
lows, lesG  grand  or  imposing  1" 

XXI. 
This  address  was  the  signal  for  tbe  attack  of  the  Con- 
Tendcm  agunst  the  H^bertiste  and  tbe  DantoniKa. 
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The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  caused  Qrammotit,  Do* 
ret,  and  Lapalus,  fnends  of  Vincent  and  Ronsio,  to  be 
arreated,  under  a  cfaarxe  preferred  against  them  by  Couthon, 
of  having  disgraced  the  leign  of  terror  itself  by  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  spoliation  calcuktted  to  change  patriotiem  into 
Slunder  and  extoitbn,  and  to  convert  national  justice  into 
eliberate  mutder. 

The  H4benists  trembled  while  Robespierre  paralyzed 
all  their  movements  and  expelled  their  agents.  TaJcing 
refuge  in  the  Cordeliers,  they  passed  from  anger  to  com* 
plaint,  from  threats  to  supplication.  SaintJust,  charged  by 
Robespiene  to  comntent  on  bis  "  Principles  of  Giovemment, 
in  reporta  whose  style  was  at  once  cuttmg  and  con<»se,  read 
these  specimens  of  oracular  wisdom  to  the  ConventioD.  The 
Gnt  related  to  the  prisoneis  ; — 

"  You  desired  a  republic,"  said  Saint-Just,  "  but  if  you 
accept  not  at  the  same  time  its  component  paits,  the  edifice 
you  have  reared  will  fall  and  crush  you  in  its  rains." 

These  deinonstrations  of  severity  on  the  part  of  Saint- 
Just  induced  the  partisans  of  Hubert  to  believe  that  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  trembled  before  them,  and  as- 
sumed their  tone  and  manner  in  order  to  propitiate  tbem. 
Couthon  was  confined  lo  his  bed  by  an  aggravation  of  his 
bodily  infirmities,  and  Robeapieire  bad  i^xperienced  a 
weakening  illness  that  for  several  days  paat  prevented  bia 
attending  the  committee :  these  two  circumstances  induced 
tbem  to  run  all  risks.  Irritated  by  the  conduct  of  Ron- 
sin  and  Vincent,  H6bert  boldly  asserted  the  necessity  of 
an  insurrection.  At  the  very  mention  of  the  word  eveiy 
face  became  palUd  with  alarm.  The  members  of  the  vari- 
ous clubs  contrived,  one  by  one,  to  get  but  of  tbe  way.  In 
vain  did  Vincent  endeavor  to  encourage  the  weak  and  tc 
recall  tbe  fugitives.  In  vain  did  be  cover  the  statue  of 
Liberty  with  black  crape.  One  society  only,  that  of 
"  Unity,"  over  which  Vincent  himself  presided,  formed  a 
bond  of  union  with  them,  Tbe  principal  branches  of  the 
clubs  remained  motionless  and  inactive. 

The  greater  number,  however,  upon  hearing  of  the  indis- 
position of  Robespierre,  expressed  the  greatest  uneasiness 
and  alarm  for  tbe  safety  of  one  whom  they  considered  as 
the  very  essence  of  the  republic.  Deputations  were  formed 
for  the  puipose  of  making  frequent  inquiries  respecting  the 
state  of  RobeBpierre,  and  of  reporting  the  progress  or  abate- 
metit  of  his  disease. 
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The  spantaneoue  aMemblage  of  so  dense  a  maaa  of  per^ 
■otifl  around  the  door  of  a  pisin  citizen  convoyed  to  Romk- 
pierre  the  full  coDviction  of  his  power. 

Donton,  diough  an  object  of  equal  admiration,  was  not 
treated  wi^  the  same  faonora. 

"I  am  an  example  of  the  justice  of  the  people,  calculated 
to  enconrage  others  to  act  the  part  of  Rtithful  servants  to 
the  republic,"  said  SobespiBTxe  to  Dnplay,  when  the  latter 
announced  these  deputations  to  him.  "  For  the  last  five 
jears  have  I  been  preserved  and  defended  from  the  power 
and  malice  of  my  enemies  through  their  steady  zeal,  and 
now,  in  their  hour  of  peril,  tbey  would  seek  my  aid  even  in 
Che  chamber  nf  death.  .  Heaven  grant  I  may  not  one  day 
be  an  instance  of  their  caprice  and  inconstancy." 

XXII. 

Collot  d'Herbots  was  charged  by  the  Committee  of  Pub 
lie  Safety  to  take  Robespietie's  place  at  the  next  meetiag  ^ 
of  the  Jacobina.     At  it  he  spoke  vaguely  of  the  ansettled 
state  of  the  people,  entieating  every  good  citizen  to  remain 
perfectly  calm,  and  attached  to  the  present  goTemmeDt. 

Had  Hubert's  scheme  succeeded,  Collot  d'Her^KUs  was 
fully  prepared  to  welcome  and  embrace  it;  but  being  a 
failure,  be  loudly  inveighed  against  it. 

Fouquier  Tinrille  was  summoned  to  the  Convention,  in 
order  to  report  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  people,  while 
Saint-Just  made  a.  most  powerfol  discourse  upon  the  van* 
ous  foreign  factions  existing  against  the  republic  among 
their  vanous  members.  He  implicated  Ghabot,  Fabre 
d'Eglaoliue,  Ronsin,  Vincent,  Hubert,  Mom,oro,  Ducroquet, 
Colonel  Saumur,  and  several  other  obscure  individuals, 
forming  part  of  the  faction  of  the  Cordeliers,  whom  he  af- 
fected to  confound  with  the  royalists.  "  Where,"  said  he, 
"  shall  we  find  a  Tarpeian  Bock  down  which  to  burl  those 
who  expected  to  receive  from  the  Revolution  &11  power  to 
b«come  as  perverse  and  unmanageable  as  the  rich  and 
great  were  under  the  monarchy  1  Do  you  know  which 
was  the  lowest  of  all  classes  of  people  und^  a  monarchical 
form  of  government  1  Why,  tbosfi  who  went  about  doing 
nothing,  absorbed  in  their  luxurious  follies  and  wasteful 
debauchery,  whose  only  thoughts  were  evil  ones,  who  ex- 
hibited no  other  feelings  than  of  emuei,  a  constant  craring 
after  firesh  pleasures,  and  an  avereion  to  the  ordinary  mode 
ef  life,  drag^ng  their  satiated  bodies  from  one  place  of 
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BDMHsmeot  to  anotlMr,  and  eriiMniiK  no  intereM  in  any  other 
qneadon  than  to  inquire  after  tbe  nat  piece  (^  news — men 
who  presume  to  form  tbeir  own  suppoeitioDs,  and  to  gnosa 
U  tbe  intentiona  of  govemntent,  readjr  at  utjr  instant  to 
change  their  party,  from  mere  caprice  or  curiosity,  that 
they  may  pry  mlo  tbe  Be<»:etB  of  othera. 

"  These  are  the  useless  and  dangerous  aet  of  individaali 
who  require  extermioatiDg,  or  at  least  snppi'essiDg.  The 
love  of  fame  has  made  as  many  martyrs  aa  tbe  iove  of 
fortune;  and  soine  there  are  that,  like  Eroatratus,  would 
rather  bum  down  the  temple  of  Uberty,  than  not  arrive  at 
uotonMy  by  some  meana.  Let  there  then  be  fixed  bounds 
to  authority,  even  as  there  are  limits  to  the  human  mind 
and  tbe  world  itself,  beyond  which  bousdariea  lie  <xAy 
death  and  aDnihilaticMi,     Wisdom  bas  also  its  limits. 

"  The  opposite  to  liberty  is  slavery,  aa  we  find  that  as 
nature  eods,  chaos  begins  •.  but  these  ^fficult  times  will 

t>Bs«  away.  Do  you  mark  the  gravea  oi  tboae  wbo  bat 
ately  conspired  against  the  republic  t  Soon  will  those 
g^ves  be  nlled.  Measures  are  taken  to  aecura  tbe  gitilty 
men  for  whom  they  are  |nrepared — even  as  I  speak  theii 
doom  draws  near." 

The  fetal  moment  had  indeed  approached.  That  nigbt 
Ronsin,  general  of  the  revolutioDary  army,  Hubert,  ^^n- 
cent,  Momoro,  Dncroquet,  Cook,  a  Dutch  banker,  Saumur, 
colonel  of  in&ntry,  and  guvemtM*  of  Pondicberry,  Leclerc, 
Pereyre,  Anarcharsu  Klootx,~  D^fieax,  Dubuissos,  aad 
Proly  were  arrested  and  conveyed  to  the  Concieigerie,  fell- 
ing not  as  political  conspiratots,  but  &■  common  crimiusls. 
Recmved  upon  their  arriral  at  the  prison  by  tbe  ironical 
applause,  bisses,  and  groans  of  contempt  from  thoee  unhappy 
prisoners  they  tiiemselves  had  sent  there,  they  bad  neither 
the  consolations  of  pity  nor  the  decencies  of  misfortune. 
Tfaey  shed  many  and  bitter  tears  as  they  bewailed  their 
bard  fete.  These  details  concerning  them  were  furaiehed 
by  a  spy  of  Eobespierre,  wbo  passed  for  one  of  tbeir  ac- 
conmbces,  bat  shared  iheir  confinement  merely  that  he 
mi^  be  enabled  to  rereal  every  word  and  action  that 
passed. 

XXIII. 

On*  the  roonuBg  of  the  S4tb  of  March,  1794,  five  carts 

laden  wtdi  the  condemned  H^bertiats  proceeded  to  the 

place  ci  execution ;  the  crowd  not  deigning  to  honor  the 
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miserable  victima  with  the  iligfitMt  fttttmdon,  until  the  last 
of  the  vehicles  rumbled  by,  ■when  perceiving  that  it  con- 
taioed  Anarcharsia  Klootz,  Viocent,  and  Hubert  -  himself, 
some  men  canning  long  Hticks,  at  tbe  end  of  whiob'Were 
suwended  braiders  of  buruing  charcoal,  symbolical  of  the 
"  Vkarcoal-bumer*"  of  the  "  Pere  Ducketne,"  thrust  them 
into  the  face  ofHebert,  insnlting  him  with  the  same  bitter 
Tsillerioe  with  which  he  tormented  so  many  other  vtct^ins, 
but  to  this  he  appeared  whtdly  issensible.  Yincent  ?ept 
bitterly,  but  AnarcbaiBis  Klootz  preserved  that  calm  imp«- 
turbsbility  of  featui-e  which  formed  part  ot  his  system. 
Utterly  indifferent  to  tlie  taunts  aud  execradofi  of  the 
crowd,  be  continued  to  preach  the  doctrine  of  materialism 
to  hia  Gompaniohe  in  death  to  the  very  instant  when  eter* 
BJty  opened  before  them. 

Thus  ended  a  party  more  worthy  to  have  been  styled  a 
buid,  tfaan  a  faction.  Th^  great  personal  esieetn  U>\l  by 
Robespierre  for  Pache  caused  bim  to  exempt  the  mayor 
of  Paris  from  the  proecription,  deeming  him  neither  per- 
verse nor  daring  enough  to  excite  the  fears  of  gnvemmeDt ; 
and  the  council  of  the  Commuoe  once  decimated,  made 
Pache  nothing  more  than  an  idol  without  arms,  powerless 
in  tbe  H6tel-de-ViIle,  e\cept  in  serving  to  secure  the  fidel- 
ity  of  the  people  to  the  Convention.  Shortly  after  Chau- 
mette.  Bishop  Qobel  was  arrested,  and  with  him  H6- 
Tanh  de  Secfaelles  and  bis  colleague  Simon,  who  was  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  his  mission  to  Savoy,  la  this  manner 
were  the  supporters  of  Danton  gradually  removed.  Doo- 
ton,  however,  either  did  not,  or  (feeling  his  want  of  power 
to  prevent  it),  feigned  not  tu  perceive  what  was  going  on 
around  him. 

Robespierre,  who  had  observed"  the  strictest  seclusion 
nnce  his  triumph  over  tbe  H^beitists,  stiR  drove  on  hia 
scheme  for  puriiying  the  republic.  He  wrote  with  his  own 
band  a  project  for  drawing  up  a  repon  of  the  aBTatr  of  Chabot. 
This  do«twnent  was  found  in  aotunfinished  state  among  his 
papers:  tu  it  mere  miserable  intrigues  were  elevated  into 
a  conspiracy,  while  Chabot,  wbo  was  nothiivg  inbre  than  an 
ignorant  individual,  was  transformed  by  the  pen  of  Robes- 
pierre into  a  formidable  conspirator. 

"  The  repreeestatives  of  tbe  people,"  says  Robespierre, 
in  this  report,  "  can'  find  no  peace  but  in  tbe  grave.  Trai- 
tors  m^r  be  put  to  deaUi,  but  they  leave  tbeir  treuon  behind 
them."    He  next  proceeded  to  staM  howObabot,  either  h 
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led  away  by  others,  or  a  williDg  scconiplice,  had  married 
the  siater  of  Frey,  the  Auftrian  banker,  and  received  with 
her  a  dowry  of  200,000  irancs.  How  he  had  been  charged 
with  employing  part  of  this  sum  in  corrupting  the  deputy 
intrusted  to  draw  up  the  report  of  the  state  of  afikira  in  the 
East  India  Company,  with  a  view  to  favor  the  intereflta  of 
the  speculating  »ireigtiers  with  whom  he  had  allied  himself 
and  how  at  last  Chabot  had  come  taidily  to  deiionnce  this 
maiKBuvre  to  the  Corommee  of  Public  Safety,  The  con- 
tinuation of  Ais  narrative  oppeara  to  have  been  iut«rrupted 
by  illnesa ;  but  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Bazire,  and  Chabot 
were  arraated  by  order  of  the  committee,  either  aa  guilrf 
tbemselvM  or  aa  exciters  of  guilt  in  others,  and  thrown  into 
priaon.  The  namea  of  theae  three  deputiea,  all  known  aa 
the  moat  intimate  friends  of  Danton,  appeared,  in  publie 
opinion,  to  intimate  that  Danton  himaen  was  not  so  pure 
uid  blameleas  as  he  should  be ;  that  hia  aaaociatea  being 
thus  charged  aa  faithless  to  the  nation,  iett  hia  own  fidelity 
quite  open  to  suapicion. 


BOOK  IT. 


I. 

BoBEapiKau!,  however,  atill  hesitated  to  atrike  at  Danton. 
Hia  indecision,  and  that  of  Saint-Jnst  and  Coutbon,  whom 
he  ruled,  left  inevitable  death  wavering  over  the  head  of 
hia  ancieiu  rival.  Robespierre  did  not  esteem  him,  but  he 
did  not  hate,  and  he  had  ceased  to  fear  bim.  If  this  man  bad 
been  more  incorruptible,  Robespierre  would  willingly  have 
shared  empire  wito  him.  That  Anthony  would  have  per- 
fected this XepiduB.  Danton  was  gifted  bynature  with  the 
exact  Jacuhiea  of  which  Robeapien'e  was  deficient — per- 
spicacity and  force  of  inspiration.  The  one  was  the  idea, 
the  other  the  hand  of  a  revolntioa.  Political  courage  waa 
more  predominant  in  Robespierre,  physical  courage  more 
prompt  and  more  instinctive  in  Danton. 

Those  two  men,  united,  would  have  been  the  body  and 
soul  of  the  republic.  But  the  sentiment  of  Robespierre  de- 
tected the  impure  alloy  of  the  materialism  of  Danton.  "  To 
misally  one's  thought,"  said  be,  "  is  not  to  strengthen,  but 
to  corrupt  it  Virtae,  pure  thong^  defeated,  is  more  powei^ 
fill  than  triumphant  nee." 
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Aa  intense  anxiety  agitated  hitn  during  Ae  days  and 
■lights  preceding  his  reaolutioD.  He  was  often  heard  to 
exclaim,  "  Ah  I  if  Daatua  were  an  honest  man  !  if  he  were 
truly  a  repablican  !"  "  What  would  I  gire  to  have  the 
lantern  iif  the  Greek  philosopher,"  said  he  once,  "  to  read 
the  heart  of  Danton,  and  to  know  if  he  were  more  the  friend 
than  the  enemy  of  the  republic !" 

The  Jacobins  hesitated  lesa  in  their  auspiciotis.  Danton 
waa,  in  iheir  eyea,  but  the  statue  of  potter's  earth,  which 
would  dissolve  on  the  first  showers.  "  It  was  necessary," 
they  said,  "  to  wrest  this  false  god  from  the  multitude,  to 
make  him  adore  pure  revolutionary  virtue.  This  Pericles 
of  corrupted  Athens  did  not  belong  to  SpaTta." 

Robespierre  avowed  it,  but  he  trembled  for  the  conse- 
quence. He  inwardly  asked  himself  if  the  powerful  popu- 
larity of  Danton  over  La  Montagne  would  not  disseminate 
itself^  after  his  death,  among  some  subaltern  heads  as  vi- 
cious, but  less  powerful  and  more  perfidious  dian  that  of 
Danton  1 — if  it  would  not  be  better  to  sbsre  with  him  the  as- 
ceudenqy  orer  the  Convendon  than  to  yield  that  ascendency 
to  the  chance  of  other  popularity  1— 4f,  when  the  evil  one 
was  dead,  vice  would  die  with  him  in  the  republic  t — if,  in 
the  great  assaults  which  the  government  would  have  to' sus- 
tain against  the  factions  which  increased,  the  presence,  voice, 
and  energy  of  Danton  would  not  be  wanting  to  the  country 
and  himself  1 — If.  in  fact,  this  blood  of  the  second  of  the 
revolutioniBts  which  he  was  about  to  shed  would  not  cause 
some  baidy  villain  to  thirst  for  the  blood  of  the  firsts — if 
the  tomb  of  his  immolated  colleague  would  not  constantly 
be  open,  as  a  snare,  at  the  foot  of  the  tribune  where  he  al- 
ready met  the  tomb  of  Vergniaud  1 — if  it  were  a  good  ex- 
ample for  the  future,  and  a  good  augury  for  his  own  fortune, 
to  dig  thus  the  sepulchre  in  the  middle  of  the  Convention, 
and  to  make  himself  a  footstool  of  the  corpses  of  his  rivals  t 
Nature  at  length  subdued,  but  not  totally  stifled  in  the  heart 
of  Robespierre,  revolted  in  his  breast  against  the  cruel  ne- 
cessity of  policy. 

Danton  was  bis  rival,  it  is  true,  but  he  was  the  oldest  and 
most  illustrious  companion  of  bis  revolutionary  career.  Dnr 
■n^  five  years  of  struggles,  defeats,  and  victories,  they  had 
constantly  fought  together  to  overthrow  royalty,  to  save  the 
soil,  and  to  found  the  republic.  Their  souls,  their  word, 
their  rigils,  their  labors,  were  mixed  up  with  the  toils  and 
the  dangers  of  the  foundation  of  di*  Berdiitioa.     They  sar 
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upon  the  Mina  banche* ;  tbey  met  each  other  in  the  Bame 
clubs;  they  never  clashed.  They  had  always  enlenained, 
or  at  least  affected  to  do  so,  that  esteena  and  admirauon 
for  each  other  which  touches  the  b6art ;  tfaey  bad  mntually 
defended  each  other  againat  their  common  enemieB.  There 
wa»  flufficieat  apace  in  the  republic  for  two  great  and  op- 
posite ambidona.  Then  Danton  fraa  young,  the  father  of 
children,  soon  to  become  orphana,  enamored  of  a  new  wife, 
whom  he  prefened  to  nnlimited  power,  and  who  weakened 
hiaa    " 


II. 
Danton,  aa  we  have  seen,  had  Tolontarity  retired  from  the 
Committee  of  Pubhc  Safety,  whether  to  deaden  tbe  envy 
which  began  to  find  him  too  great,  or  to  enjoy  in  peace  that 
leisure  which  was  dearer  to  him  than  ambition.  Love, 
study,  fnendship,  some  occasional  works  for  the  Gonven- 
tton,  Bome  languishing  intrigues,  and  some  too  openly  dis- 
played prospects  of  retuni  to  power,  occnpied  bis  days. 
He  often  assembled  at  S^res  his  trienda — Fhilippeaux, 
Legendre,  Lacroiz,  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Camille  Desmou- 
tins,  Bazire,  Westermann,  and  some  politicians  of  La  Mon- 
tague. These  men,  who  irere  nothing  more  than  joyous 
guests,  passed  for  oonspiraloit.  Danton,  but  little  tempe- 
rate in  his  conversation,  overflowed  with  bitter  and  cutting 
critiqtui  upon  the  government.  "France  thinks  to  do 
without  me — we  shall  see!"  he  frequently  said.  He  un- 
dervalued Robespierre,  who  had  always  appeared  to  bim 
as  a  metaphysician  clodied  in  his  virtue,  mnbarraased  in  bis 
systems,  and  now  clogged  with  blood  femhomrbi  dam  h 
lang).  "  Danton,"  said  Fabre  d'Eglantine  to  him  one 
day,  "  do  you  know  of  what  you  are  accused  T  They  say 
that  you  have  only  launched  the  car  of  the  RevolutiDn  to 
enrich  yourself,  while  Robespierre  has  remuned  poor  in 
the  mi^t  of  the  monarchical  treasures  thrown  at  his  feet." 
"  Well,'*  replied  Danton,  "  do  you  know  what  that  proves  % 
That  I  love  gold,  and  that  Robespierre  loves  blood !  Ro- 
bes^erre,"  added  he,  "Is  afraid  of  money,  lest  It  should 
stain  his  hands."  It  vras  said  that  Danton  bad  caused  con- 
siderable funds  to  be  allotted  by  the  Convention  to  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in  order  to  sully  the  incorrupti- 
biUty  of  Robespierre  with  suspicions,  vrfiich  recoiled  on 
himselfl  Lacroix  and  he,  it  was  said,  had  brought  away 
rich  spcnls  from  llieiT  miauoni  in  Belgitim.     Not  wishing  to 
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possess  tbem  in  their  own  nxmes,  tliey  had  lent  them,  it  was 
adi3ed,  to  an  old  directress  of  the  court  theaters — Mademoi- 
selle MoDtansier.  This  person  bad  employed  them  in  her 
name,  but  for  their  profit,  in  coustructtng  the  Opera  saloon. 
It  was  alsobeiiered  that  some  of  the  diamonds  stolen  irom 
the  wardrobe  of  the  crown  had  remained  in  the  hands  of 
an  agent  of  Danton.  Since  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  goTemed  by  the  hand  of  tlie  executioner,  Danton 
affected  a  horror  of  blood,  and  strove  to  give  to  hie  party 
the  name  of  a  party  of  demon, y. 

III. 
The  iinminenc«  of  the  shock  between  Robespierre  and 
Danton  was  evident  to  the  eyes  of  the  intelligent  Mon- 
tagnards.  Compelled  to  decide  between  these  two  men, 
their  heart  was  for  Danton,  their  logic  fot  Robespierre. 
They  adored  the  first,  whose  voice  had  so  often  electrified 
tbem  with  the  fire  offais  patriotistn ;  they  feared  the  second 
more  than  they  loved  hmi.  His  concentrated  chnrBcter, 
his  cold  exterior,  his  inipenous  language,  repelled  famil- 
iarity, and  destroy^  affection.  He  was  a  man  whom  k 
was  necessary  to  behold  at  a  distance — the  less  to  tear,  and 
the  less  to  hate  him.  The  mass  of  the  people  might  be 
impassioned  for  this  idol.  His  colleagues  dared  not  love 
him.  But  the  patriotic  deputies  of  La  Montague  did  no 
dissemble,  that  if  Danton  were  the  patriot  of  tbeir  hean, 
Robespieire  was  the  legislator  of  their  views,  and  that 
wanting  Robespierre,  the  republic  would  be  a  dictatorship 
without  nnity,  and  a  hurricane  without  a  course.  He  alone 
possessed  the  secrets  of  the  route,  and  pointed  out  to  the 
democracy  the  ever'fleeing  haven  at  which  they  hoped  to 
arrive  over  this  sea  of  blood.  The  Montagnards  could  not 
then  decide  upou  losing  one  of  these  two  men;  but,  if 'they 
were  compelled  to  choose,  they  would  follow  Robespierre 
while  they  bewailed  Danton.  They  still  hoped  to  be  able 
to  piwHirve  both. 

'  Somd  officioas  negotiators  endeavored  to  bring  about  an 
explanaticm  between  them,  Robespierre  did  not  object  to 
it.  He  still  sincerely  desired  to  find  Danton  so  Innocent  as 
not  to  be  compelled  to  lose  him.  An  interview  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  two  leaders.  It  took  place  at  a  dinnei^paity 
at  Cfasrenton*s,  at  Paris,  their  mutual  tnend.  The  guests, 
who  vrera  few,  and  animated  with  an  ardent  desire  to  pre- 
vent thu  gre«t  .split  of  the  republic,  carefully  abstained  in 
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the  firat  diacoutse  from  anjr  subjects  of  division  wbich  might 


of  the  repast  was  cordial ;  Danton  was  frank ;  Robespierre 
was  calm. 

A  good  augury  was  eutertaiued  from  this  meeting,  with- 
out clashiiiK,  of  two  men  whoM  penonal  dispusititHu  mi^tt 
lull  the  atnfe  between  two  parties.  At  the  coDclugioii  of 
the  dinner,  however,  whether  it  was  that  the  preeumptacnu 
Danton  saw  iu  Robespierre's  presence  some  symptoms  of 
weakness,  that  the  iniiiscretioa  of  wine  had  relaxed  his 
tongue,  or  that  his  pride  could  Dot  conceal  the  contempt 
which  he  bore  toward  Robespieire,  the  aspect  of  matteia 
was  changed.  A  dialogue,  at  firat  painful,  then  bittnr,  and 
at  last  threatening,  ensued  between  the  two  interlocutors. 
"  We  bold,  between  us  two,  the  peace  or  war  of  the  repub- 
lic," said  Danton ;  "  misfortune  to  him  who  would  declare 
it  1  I  am  for  peace ;  I  desire  concord ;  bat  I  would  not 
give  my  head  to  thirty  tyrants !"  "  Whom  do  you  call 
tyrants!"  said  Robespierre.  "  There  is  no  other  tyranny 
uuder  the  republic  than  that  of  country."  "  CountFyl"  ex- 
claimed Danton ;  "  is  that  in  a  meeting  of  dictators,  some 
of  whom  are  thirsting  for  my  blood,  which  the  others  have 
not  the  power  to  refuse  V  "  You  deceive  yourselC"  replied 
RobespieiTe  :  "  tfae  committee  thirsts  only  after  justice,  and 
only  watches  orer  bad  citizens.  Bui  are  those  good  citi- 
zens who  desire  to  disarm  the  republic  in  the  midst  of  the 
comhaC,  and  who  boast  of  the  grace  of  indulgence,  when 
we  acc^t  for  them, the  odium  and  responsihili^  of  rigor  V 
"Is  that  an  allusion]"  said  Danton.  "No!  it  is  an  accusa- 
tion!" said  Robespierre.  "  Your  friends  desire  my  death. 
Your  party  desires  the  death  of  tfae  republic"  Parties  in- 
terposed between  theoL  They  brought  them  back  to  mod- 
eration, almost  to  good-wilL  "  Not  only,"  said  Robespierre, 
"  does  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  not  desire  your  head, 
but  they  desire  ardently  to  strengthen  the  government  with 
the  highest  ascendency  of  La  Montagne.  Would  I  be  here 
if  I  desired  your  headi  Would  I  oSer  my  hand  to  bim 
whose  assassination  I  meditated  1  Calumny  is  sown  between 
us,  Danton ;  be  cautious  of  it !  Sy  taking  one's  friends  for 
one's  enemies,  we  oblige  tbem  sometimes  to  become  such. 
Let  us  see ;  can  not  we  understand  each  odier  1  Is  it  neces- 
sary th^  power  should  be  terrible,  or  not,  when  danger  is 
extremeV  "Yes,"  said  Danton;  "but  it  ought  not  to  be 
implacable.   The  a&gerc^  the  people  ia  a  mOToment.  Yonr 
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a  BysUm.  The  revolutionaTy  tribunal  that  I 
iRTented  wm  a  rampart,  a  bulwark — ;oa  make  it  a  alaugh- 
ter-bouitfl.  You  Btnko  without discnmination,"  "Septem- 
ber made  no  aelectign,"  BaidRobeepieireiSneerinely.  "Sep- 
tember," resumed  Datiton,  "  was  a  tboughtleaB  mstinct,  an 
anonymous  crime,  which  no  one  can  acquit,  but  which  no 
one  can  punish  in  the  people.  The  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  aheds  blood,  drop  by  drop,  as  if  to  amuse  themselTes 
with  the  horror  and  cuUom  of  executions."  "  There  are 
men,"  replied  Robespierre,  "  who  like  better  to  sbed  it 
wholesale.  You  cause  as  many  innocent  as  guilty  to  die. 
Has  a  single  man  died  without  trial  t  Has  a  single  head 
been  struck  which  was  not  ptxMcnbed  by  law  1"  Danton, 
at  these  words,  allowed  a  burst  of  biuer  and  provoking 
laughter  to  escape  his  lips.  "Innocents I  innoceDtsI"  ex- 
claimed he,  "before  this  committee,  which  has  bid  the 
cannon  ball  to  choose  at  Lyons,  tlie  Loire,  and  at  Nantes  I 
You  jest,  Robeapien'e ;  you  fake  the  hatred  people  bear 
j)ward  you  for  crime ;  you  declare  all  your  enemies  guilty." 
■No!"  said  Robespierre;  "and  the  proof  is  that  you  liva" 
At  these  words  Robespierre  arose  and  departed,  with 
visible  signs  of  impatience  and  anger.  He  preserved  an  ab- 
Bolute  silence  during  the  nde  from  Charenton  to  the  Rue 
St.  Honor6.  Arrived  at  the  door  of  bis  house,  "  You  see," 
said  he  to  the  friend  who  accompanied-  Um,  "  there  are  no 
means  of  reclaiming  this  man  to  the  government.  He  de- 
aitea  to  gain  freah  popularity  at  the  expense  of  the  republic. 
He  corrupts  it  wi^in  and  menaces  it  wtbouL  We  are  not 
strong  enough  to  despise  Danton,  we  are  too  courageous  to 
fear  him;  we  desire  peace,  he  desires  war,  and  he  shall 
have  iL"  He  had  scarcely  entered  his  chamber,  when  he 
sent  to  seek  Saint-Just.  They  remained  closeted  a  part  of 
the  night,  and  during  a  long  time  in  the  two  following  days. 
It  is  supposed  that  they  prepared  and  combined,  during 
tbese  interviews,  the  reports  and  speeches  which  were  aboiU 
to  burst  upon  Danton  and  his  pany. 

IV. 
Danton  passed  these  two  days  at  Sdvres,  without  appear- 
ing to  tbresee,  or  desiring  to  conspire  against,  the  tempest 
which  surrounded  bim.  In  vain  did  Legendre,  Lacroix, 
yonn^  Rousselin,  Camille  Desmoulins,  and  Westeroann 
anpplicate  him  to  use  precaution,  and  to  guard  against  tbo 
Oonuniltee  of  Public  Safety,  eitbar  by  Bif^t  or  boldneM. 
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"  Ls  MoRtagne  is  youra,"  said  Legendre  to  him.  "  Tlw 
troops  ai-e  yours,"  said  Westermann.  "  The  public  mind 
is  with  us,"  said  Rousaelin.  "  Public  pity  will  become  in- 
dignatioD  at  yonr  voice."  Danton  smiled  with  indilTeTeTice 
and  pride.  "  It  is  not  time,"  he  replied  ;  "  and  then  blood 
would  be  required.  I  am  weary  of  blood.  I  bare  enough 
of  life,  I  would  not  pay  for  it  at  this  price,  I  would  rather 
be  guillotined  than  guillotine.  Besides,  tbey  dare  not  attack 
me :  I  am  stronger  than  they." 

He  said  more,  perhaps,  than  he  thought ;  be  affected  con- 
fidence  to  justify  m action.  But,  at  the  bottom,  he  no  longer 
BCted,  because  he  cuuld  no  longer  act.  Danton  was  at>  im- 
mense force,  but  this  force  had  no  longer  a  fiilcnim  whereon 
to  place  its  lever,  and  arouse  the  republic.  Were  the  Jaco- 
bins certain  1  He  had  given  ihem  over  to  Robespierre. 
Were  the  Gordeliera  to  be  relied  ont  he  had  abandoned 
them  to  Hubert.  Was  the  Convention  sure  1  he  had,  on 
retiring,  humbled  it  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Srfety. 
He  was  encircled  and  disarmed  on  every  side. 

Saint-Just,  Robespierre,  Barrdre,  and  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety  did  not  deceive  themselves.  They  knew  that 
a  surprise  of  Danton's  eloquence  might  arouse  the  Conven- 
tion and  recover  an  ascendency,  as  yet  but  scarcely  extinct, 
over  La  Montague,  They  desired  to  disarm  the  giant,  be- 
fore they  fought  him.  The  hazard  of  a  meeting  appeared 
to  them  too  mat  to  bo  encountered.  No  voice,  then,  not 
even  that  of  Robespierre,' poeseased  the  seduction  of  Dan- 
ton's  Voice.  Silence  waa  more  prudent  and  myatery  more 
Bure,  They  acted  like  the  senate  cf  Venice,  and  not  as 
the  senators  of  Romei— -the  dungeon  in  lieu  of  the  tribune. 


The  Committee  of  Fublio  Safety  convoked  in  the  night 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  deneral  Safety,  and  the 
members  of  the  Coiftmittee  of  Legislation,  to  a  secret  meet- 
ing. No  one  doubted  the  horrible  conspiracy  for  which 
they  assembled  at  its  bidding.  Danton  counted  on  some 
frienda  in  these  two  committees,  weak  friends,  who  trembled 
to  declare  him  innocent  whom  Robespierre  should  find 
guilty.  Their  countenances,  were  sad,  their  glances  averted, 
no  femitiar  conversation  preceded  the  ddiberation.  Saint- 
Just,  with  a  more  cutting  tone  and  a  more  metallic  voice 
than  usual,  commenced  hy  demanding  that  state  eeereoy 
■hotikl  envelop  the.  debate  wttioh  was  about  to  open,  uid 
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wbatever  resolntioQ  ought  be  taken  thereon.  He  said  af- 
terward, without  appealing  hinuelf  at  all  agitated  by  the 
importance  of  his  proposition,  "  That  the  republic  was 
undermined  beneath  tbe  Convention  itself;  that  a  man  who 
had  long  been  useful,  but  now  dangerous,  and  always  an 
egotiBt,  bad  affected  to  separate  himself  from  the  committeeB 
of  goverument,  in  order  te  separate  his  cause  from  that  of 
his  colleagues,  and  to  impute  to  them  afterward  the  safety 
of  the  country  as  a.  crime.  That  this  man,  reared  in  con- 
spiracies, gorged  with  riches,  convicted  of  treason — first 
with  the  court,  then  with  Dumouriez,  then  with  La  GHronde, 
and  lastly  with  the  instigators  of  the  Revolution,  now  plotted 
tbe  most  dangsrous  of  all,  tlw  treason  of  clemency  1  That, 
under  this  hypocrisy  of  humanity,  he  perverted  the  opinion, 
excited  the  complaints,  soured  the  minds,  and  fomented 
division  in  tbe  natioaal  repreBaqtation ;  cheiisbed  the  hope 
of  La  Vendee,  corresponded,  perhaps,  with  exiled  tyrants, 
whom  he  rallied  around  hira,  in  apparent  inaction,  all  vicious, 
weak,  or  versatile  men  of  the  republic ;  that  he  dictated  to 
them  their  parts,  and  whispered  to  them  their  invectives 
against  tbe  salutary  rigor  of  tbe  committees;  tbat  it  was  all 
over  with  the  Revolution,  if  tbe  past  and  doubtful  services 
of  this  man  should  shield  him,  in  the  eyes  of  pure  patiioCs, 
againU  hie  pi^esent  crimes,  and,  above  all,  agamst  bis  future 
ones;  that  the  worst  of  counter-revolutions  would  be  that, 
which  one  would  have  the  per&dy  to  cause  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  people  tberoselveB;  that  the  worst  of  govern' 
ments  would  be  a  republic  fallen  into  the  Ijands  of  the  most 
corrupted  of  false  demagogues ;  that  this  man  was  to  him.: 
self  [done  the  counter-revolution  by  the  people  I  This 
nan  you  have  already  all  of  you  named,"  said  be,  af>^i'  a 
moment's  silence;  "  it  is  Danton!  His  crimes  are  written  in 
the  very  silence  you  preserve  at  his  name.  If  be  were  pure, 
your  dissent  would  hate  already  confounded  me.  No  one 
believes  him  innocent :  all  tbink  bim  dangerous.  Let  us 
possess  tbe  courage  of  our  convictions !  Let  us  preserve  the 
inflexibility  of  our  duties !  I  demand  that  Danton  and  bis 
principal  accomplices,  Lacrotx,  Philippeaux,  and  Camille 
Desmoulins  be  arrested  ai  night,  and  transferred  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal. 

All  eyes  were  turned  toward  Robespierre.  Robespierre, 
who  had  been  stirred  with  indignation  the  first  time  that 
Billaud-VaieDiiee  bad  proposed  the  arrest  of  Da.  ton,  was 
ifais  iIdm  silent.     It  wu  understood  that  Saii»t-Juat  had 
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spoken  fi>r  both.  No  one  dared  appear  irmolute  wben 
RobespierTe  was  decided.  Barr^re  and  his  otleaguM 
signed  the  order.  Silence  sufficiently  enforced  itself  Any 
uidiscretion  would  hare  been  a  complicity,  any  complicity 
was  dealb. 

A  subaltern  servant,  however,  of  the  offices  of  the  com- 
mittee, named  Paris,  had  heard  some  words  of  Saint-Just's 
discourse  through  the  chinks  of  the  door.  He  ran  to  Dan- 
ton's  house ;  he  told  him  that  his  name,  which  bad  been 
repeatedly  pronounced  in  the  assembly  of  tbe  three  c5un- 
cils,  ought  to  make  him  fear  some  sinister  resolution  acainst 
himseUT  He  offered  him  a  sale  asylum,  where  he  mif^t  let 
the  storm  blow  over.  The  young  spouse  of  Danton,  clear- 
sigfated  through  her  tenderness,  threw  herself,  in  tears,  M 
the  feet  of  her  husband,  and  conjured  him,  by  bis  lore  for 
her  and  for  his  children,  to  listen  to  this  warning  of  fate, 
and  to  shelter  himself,  for  some  days,  against  his  enemies. 
Whether  it  were  from  incredulity  of  this  advice,  from  the 
humiliation  of  avoiding  death,  or  from  weariness  of  living 
in  those  pangs  which  Cssar  found  worae  than  death  itself, 
Danton  refitsed.  "  They  will  deliberate  a  long  time  before 
striking  a  man  like  me,"  said  be ;  "  they  will  deliberate 
always,  and  it  is  I  who  will  surprise  them."  He  dismissed 
Paris.  He  read  some  pages,  and  retired  to  repose.  At 
six  in  the  morning  tbe  geiu  d'arme*  knocked  at  his  door, 
and  presented  tbe  order  oT  tbe  comiilittee  to  him.  "  They 
dare  then,"  said  be,  crushing  tbe  order  in  his  band.  "  Very 
well !  they  are  bolder  than  I  supposed  them  to  be  I"  He 
dressed  himself;  convulsively  embraced  bis  wife,  quieted 
her  feart  for  bis  fatb,  conjured  her  to  live,  and  followed  tbe 
geru  tCarmea,  who  conducted  bim  to  tbe  prison  of  tbe  Lux- 
embourg. 

At  tbe  same  boor  they  tore  Camilla  DeemouKns  frnm 
the  arms  of  Lucile.  "  1  go  to  the  dungeon,"  said  he  "  to 
lament  wifh  the  victims:  my  only  regret  will  be  not  to 
have  been  able  to  save  them  !" 

Philippeaux,  Lacroix,  and  Westermann  entered  the 
Luxemboiii^  at  the  same  moment.  Heranlt  de  S^helles, 
Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Chahot,  and  De  Launay  were  already 
there.  The  name  of  Danton  astonished  the  prison.  Tbe 
dilattu  of  every  botion,  and  above  all  of  the  royalists, 
flocked  to  contemplate  this  great  derision  of  the  republic 
This  mockery  of  fate  was  the  feeling  which  appeared  most 
to  humiliate  Danton,  and  which  he  endeavored  to  get  rid 
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of  with  the  greatest  solicitude.  "Well,  yes,"  said  be,  rsia- 
ing  bis  head,  and  afiectiiiK  (alee  bursts  of  laughter,  which 
were  ibreign  to  his  situntion,  "it  ia  Danton  !  look  at  bim 
well.  The  trick  ia  well  played  ;  I  own  it.  I  would  never 
have  believed  that  Robespierre  wonld  have  juggled  me 
thus.  We  must  know  how  to  praise  our  eneniieB,  when 
they  conduct  themselves  as  statestneii.  For  the  rest,  he 
has  done  well,"  said  he  to  the  royalists  who  anrrounded 
him.  "  Some  days  hence,  I  vrill  deliver  you  nil.  I-  enter 
here  for  having  desired  to  terminate  your  -misery  and  cap- 
tivity :"  seeking  by  this  discourse,  to  deaden  the  horror 
which  his  name  inspired,  and  to  conciliate  to  himself  even 
the  interest  of  his  victims.  His  feigned  good  nature  joined 
all  hearts.  The  rfiyaliats  were  reduced  to  have  no  longer 
any  choice  but  between  thmr  enemies.  * 

VI. 

Denton  and  his  friend  Lacroix  were  thrown  into  the 
same  cell.  "  We  arrested !"  exclaimed  Lacroix;  "who 
ever  would  have  dared  to  foresee  it  t"  "  I,"  said  Danton. 
"  What!  you  knew  it,  and  you  have  not  acted  V  reaum^ 
Lacroix.  "Their  cowardice  quieted  my  fears,"  replied 
Danton :  "  I  have  been  deceived  by  their  base  policy !" 
He  desired,  toward  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  take  exercise, 
like  the  rest  of  the  detenut,  in  the  corndors.  The  jailers 
dared  not  refiise  some  steps  in  the  prison  to  the  man  who 
r^d  the  Convention  on  the  evening  before.  Hernult  de 
S^chellea  ran  and  embraced  him.  Danton  affected  indif- 
ference and  gayety.  "  When  men  do  foolish  things,"  said 
he,  shrugging  bis  shoulders  at  H^rault  de  S^chelles,  "  they 
must  know  how  to  laugh  at  them."  Then,  perceiving 
Thomas  Faine,  the  American  democrat,  he  approached 
him,  and  said  with  sorrow,  "  That  which  you  have  done 
for  yoUr  country,  I  have  endeavored  to  do  for  mine.  I 
have  been  leas  fortunate  than  you,  but  not  more  culpable." 
He  afterward  turned  toward  a  group  of  his  friends,  who 
were  lamenting  their  fate,  and  addressing  himself  to  Camille 
Desmoulina,  who  waa  knocking  his  head  against  the  walls, 
"  Of  what  use  are  those  tears  Y'  said  he  to  him.  "  Should 
tb^  send  us  to  the  scaffold,  let  us  walk  there  gayly." 

The  accused  were  not  long  permitted  to  converse  to 
grther.  The  order  arrived  to  shut  them  up  in  separate 
cells.  That  of  Danton  was  in  the  vicinity  of^  those  of  La- 
croix and  of  Camille  Desmoulina.     Coustantly  fixed  at  ths 
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bars  of  hit  wiadovf,  JDaatoa  incestiantly  addressed  hia 
Friends  aloud,  that  he  might  be  heard  by  the,  pruonera  who 
inhabited  the  other  *tone«f  or  whv  pununbuIaLed  in  the 
courts.  His  courage  i'equii«d  spectators.  His  window 
was  iaa  tribune.  He  was,  on  the  stage  .even  in  his  dungeon. 
The  fever  of  his  soul  revealed  itself  in  the  polsations  of  his 
ideas,  and  in  the  agitation  of  his  discourse.  A  man  of 
tumult,  be  was  not  of  those  dbpositions  which  gaiher 
•treugth  in  silence,  and  who  require  only  theii  conscience 
for  a  wimeas.  A  clamorous  misfortune  was  necessary  to 
him,  and  the  popularity  of  distress.  His  loquacity  impor- 
tuned the  prison. 

vn. 

The  report  of  the  accusation  of  Dantoa  and  his  friends 
spread,  with  the  day,  throughout  Paris.  No  one  would 
credit  this  excess  of  temerity  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety.  Danton  arrested,  appeared  the  sacrilege  of  the 
Revolution.  This  temerity  itself,  however,  showed  the  feel- 
ing of  immense  power  in  those  who  had  displayed  it.  Peo- 
ple knew  not  whether  to  murmur  or  applaud.  They  were 
silent  while  awaiting  the  explanation.  The  Convention 
slowly  assembled.  Secret  whispers  announced  fliat  its 
members  communicated  fmtively  to  each  other  the  recital, 
the  conjectures,  and  the  impreawons  of  the  events  of  the 
nighL  Their  thoughts  were  stamped  upon  their  foreheads. 
Legendre  appeai«d.     He  was  Danton  a  moat  courageous 

"  Citizens,"  said  he,  "  four  members  of  thia  assembly 
have  been  arrested  this  uigbt.  Danton  is  one  of  them.  I 
am  ignorant  of  the  names  of  the  others.  What  signifies 
names  if  they  are  guilty  1  but  I  am  oome  to  demand  that 
diey  may  be  heard,  tried,  condemned,  or  acquitted  by  you. 
Citizens  |  I  am  but  the  fruit  of  the  genius  of  liberty — I  &jft 
exclusively  its  work — and  I  shall  develop  my  proposition 
with  the  greatest  simplicity.  Do  not  expect  &om  me  more 
than  the  burst  of  a  seutimonL  Citizens !  I  declare  that  I 
believe  pantnn  to  be  as  pure  as  myself,  and  nobody  here 
has  ever  suspected  my  probity  !"  At  these  words  a  mur- 
mur of  disapprobation  revealed  the  bad  renown  of  Danton. 
Legendre  began  to  be  alarmed.  Silence,  however,  was 
restored  at  the  voice  of  the  president.     Legendre  resumed. 

"  I  shall  not  apostrophize  any  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Safety,  but  I  have  a  right  to  fear  that  pei'sonat 
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Bversioa  may  deprive  men  of  liberty,  wbo  hftve  rendered  it 
the  greatest  and  most  useful  aervicee.  It  belongs  to  me  to 
^ay  thie  of  the  man  who,  in  1792,  caused  all  France  to  rise 
by  the  energetic  meaBur^  of  which  be  availed  himself  to 
excite  the  people— of  the  man  who  caused  pain  of  death 
to  be  decreed  against  whomsoever  would  not  give  arms,  or 
would  not  turn  them  against  the  enemy.  No  I  I  can  not, 
I  avow  it,  believe  him  guilty ;  and  here  I  desire  to  recall 
the  reciprocal  oath  which  we  took  in  1790 — an  oath  which 
engaged  him,  of  ns  two,  who  should  see  the  other  weaken 
in,  or  survive  his  attachment  to,  the  cause  of  the  people,  to 
poignard  bim  instantly ;  an  oath  which,  to  this  day,  I  love 
to  remember.  I  repeat  iL  I  believe  Danton  as  pure  as 
myself.  He  has  been  in  irons  since  last  nighL  It  is  feared 
that  his  voice  would  confound  bis  accusers.  I  demand, 
consequently,  that,  before  you  should  hear  any  report,  the 
deleuiu  may  be  cited  and  heard  by  us." 

VIII. 

Robespierre  must  have  been  lost  in  this  firat  act  of  his 
^rranny,  if  be  bad  not  arrived  in  the  Assembly  at  the  mo- 
ment when  Legendre  spoke.  The  stupor  of  the  Assembly, 
changing  into  indignation  at  the  voice  of  Legendre,  was 
ready  to  cite  Danton  as  a  living^ witness  of  the  audacity  of 
the  Committee.  The  soul  of  Danton,  steeped  in  the  dun- 
geon and  in  anger,  m^ht  produce  those  explosions  which 
overcome  tyranny.  The  Asaembly  conld  not  have  resisted 
the  spectacle  of  Danton  a  captive,  showing  his  enchained 
arms  to  his  colleagues,  adjuring  his  iHends,  and  crushing 
his  accusers.  Robespierre  felt  his  danger,  with  the  moment- 
ary instinct  which  the  habit  of  popular  assemblies,  and  the 
desire  to  conquer,  afibrds.     He  rushed  to  the  tribune,  mak- 

l  his  steps  resound  strongly  upon  the  steps,  like  a  man 

10  assures  his  footing. 

"Citizens  1"  said  he,  "from  the  agitation  which,  for  a 
length  of  time  unknown,  now  r^gns  in  this  assembly — 
from  the  Goniiision  which  the  first  words  of  him  who  has 
spoken  before  the  last  voter  have  produced,  it  ia  easy  to 
perceive,  in  effect,  that  a  great  int^'est  is  here  in  debate, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  question  to  know  to-day,  if  certain 
men  ought  to  sway  the  country.  What  then  is  this  change 
which  appears  to  have  manifested  itself  in  the  principles  ot 
the  members  of  this  assembly,  above  all,  of  those  who  sit 
on  a  side  which  derives  honor  from  having  been  the  asyhun 
vol..  ni. — Q 
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of  die  most  intrepid  defenders  of  liberty  1  Why  t  B«- 
cause  it  is  a  question  to-day  to  know  whether  some  am' 
bitioua  hypocrites  should  rale  over  the  interest  of  iha 
French  people.  (Applause.)  And  what!  have  we  not 
then  made  so  many  heroic  sacrifices,  in  ihe  number  of  which 
we  must  count  these  acta  of  psinfiil  severity,  have  we  only 
made  these  oacrifices  to  return  under  the  yoke  of  some  in- 
trigatiU  who  pretend  to  rule?  What  signify  to  me  the 
beautiful  discourses,  and  the  praises  one  bestows  upon 
one's  self  and  one's  friends.  A  too  lone  and  too  painfiil  ex- 
perience has  taught  us  the  Talne  which  we  ought  to  pat 
upon  such  oratoncal  commonplaces.  It  is  not  asked  any 
more  what  a  man  and  his  friends  boast  of  having  done  in 
such  an  epoch,  in  such  a  particular  circumstance  of  the 
Revolution ;  we  want  to  know  what  fhey  have  done  in  the 
whole  course  of  their  political  career.  (Applause.)  Le- 
gendre  appears  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  names  of  those 
who  are  arrested ;  all  the  Convention  know  them.  Hia 
friend  Lacroix  is  of  the  nuinber  of  these  detenus.  Why 
does  he  feign  ignorance  of  this  t  Because  he  knows  that 
he  can  not,  without  want  of  modesty,  defend  Lactoix.  He 
has  spoken  of  Danton,  because  he  doubtless  believes  that  a 
privilege  ia  attached  to  that  name.  No!  we  vrill  not  have 
privileges.  No!  we  will  not  have  idolsl  (Long-continued 
applaase.)  We  shall  see,  tbb  day,  if  the  Convention  knows 
how  to  break  a  pretended  idol  long  since  rotten;  or  if,  in 
its  fall,  it  will  crush  the  Convention  and  the  French  people. 
What  has  been  said  of  Danton,  might  it  not  equally  be  ap- 
plied to  Briesat,  to  Potion,  to  Chabot,  and  to  Hubert  him- 
self, and  to  many  others  who  have  filled  France  with  tlie 
ostentatious  noise  of  their  deceitful  patriotism  I  What 
privilege  would  he  have  then^  In  what  ia  Danton  su- 
perior to  his  colleagTiea  t  to  Chabot,  to  Fabre  d'Eglantine, 
his  friend  and  his  confidant,  whose  ardent  defender  he  has 
been  t  in  what'  is  he  superior  to  his  co-citizens  1  it  is  be- 
cause some  deceived 'individuals,  and  others  who  were  not 
so,  are  grouped  around  him,  to  march  in  his  suit  to  fortune 
and  power?  The  more  he  haa  deceived  the  patriots  who 
had  confidence  in  him,  the  more  ought  he  to  feel  the  sever- 
ity of  the  friends  of  liberty. 

"Citizens,  this  ia  the  moment  to  tell  the  truth.  I  only 
recognize  in  what  has  been  said  the  sinisterpreaage  of  the 
ruin  of  liberty  and  of  the  fall  of  principle.  What  are  these 
men,  in  fact,  who  sacrifice  to  personal  fnendshipa,  perhaps 
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tofesT,  tha  intereato  of  the  coamryl — who,  at  the  moment 
when  equality  triampba,  dare  attempt  to  anmbilaio  it  within 
these  walls  1  What  hare  you  done  that  you  have  not 
done  freely — which  has  not  saved  the  republic — which  hoa 
not  been  approved  of  by  all  France  T  The  wish  to  make 
us  dread  that  the  people  should  perish  victims  of  the  Com- 
mittees which  have  emanated  from  the  National  Con- 
vention, and  which  they  desired  to  separate  from  it ;  for  all 
those  who  defended  its  dignity  are  devoted  to  csjumny. 
They  fear  that  the  detenus  should  be  oppressed;  they  miB- 
trust,  then,  the  national  justice  and  the  men  who  have  ob- 
tained the  confidence  cm  the  Na^onal  ConveDtioo.  They 
mistrust  the  ConTention  which  has  bestowed  this  confidence 
upon  tbem,  and  the  public  (pinion  which  has  aanctioned  it. 
I  say  that  whosoever  vacillates  at  thie  moment  is  guilty,  fer 
innocence  never  dreaded  public  scrutiny.  (Applauee.) 
And  they  desired  also  to  inspire  me  with  terror ;  they  would 
make  me  believe  that  in  approaching  Danton,  danger  would 
accrue  to  myself-  They  hare  shows  bini  forth  to  me  as  a 
man  whom  I  ought  to  hug  aft  a  shield  which  could  protect 
me ;  as  a  ran^firt  which,  once  overttKown,  would  leave  me 
exposed  to  the  shafls  of  my^  enemies.  They  have  written  to 
me ;  they  have  beset  me  with  their  discourses.  They 
diougfat  that  the  remembrance  of  an  ancient  union,  that  an 
old  faith  in  false  virtues,  would  determine  me  to  relax  my 
«eal  and  my  passion  for  liberty.  Very  welt — 1  declare 
that  none  of  these  motives  has  caused  the  slightest  impres- 
sion on  my  miad.  I  declare  that  if  it  were  true  that  the 
perils  of  DantoB  should  hecotne'  mine;  that  if  they  had 
caused  the  aristocracy  to  talce  one  step  farther  to  Teach  m^, 
I  should  not  regard  that  circumstance  as  a  public  calamity. 
What  signifies  danger  to  me  1  my  life  is  my  country's — I 
am  free  from  fear,  and  if  I  should  die,  it  would  be  without 
reproach  and  without  ignominy.  (Lengthened  applause.) 
I  discerned  in  the  flattery  which  has  been  displayed  to  me, 
in  the  caresses  of  those  who  surrounded  Danton,  only  cei^ 
tain  signs  of  the  terror  which  they  experienced  even  before 
they  were  menaced. 

"  And  t  also  have  been  the  friend  of  Potion ;  after  he  un- 
masked himself,  I  abandoned  him.  I  have  also  bad  inti- 
macy with  Roland ;  he  was  a  traitor,  and  I  denounced  him. 
Danton  desires  to  take  their  place,  and  he  is  no  more,  in 
my  eyes,  than  an  enemy  of  the  country.  (Ajnilause.)  It  is 
here,  without  doubt,  thu  stmie  ceivage  aikf  greatness  of 
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soul  is  required  by  us.  Common  minds  or  guilty  men  diead 
to  see  the  &11  of  tfaedr  fellows,  because,  having  no  longer 
before  them  a  barrier  of  tbe  guilty,  they  remain  more  ex- 
posed to  the  light  of  truth.  But  if  tliere  exist  vul^r  souls 
m  tliis  Assembly,  there  are  also  henuc  ones ;  since  it  directs 
toe  destiny  olf  the  land,  and  annihilates  all  factions.  The 
number  of  guilty  ia  not  so  great  I" 

IX. 

ThtsdiscoursepoBsessed,  at  least,  the  graudenr  of  hatred. 
Hobespierre,  if  he  had  affected  the  hypocrisy  of  which  he 
was  accused,  might  have  concealed  it  and  been  eilant, 
leaving  to  an  anonymous  cotnioittee  the  reaponsihility,  the 
odium,  and  the  danger  of  the  act.  He  presented  himself 
alone  to  shield  the  committee,  and  to  struggle,  body  to  body, 
with  the  powerfiil  renown  of  Danton.  Hie  speech  checked 
the  murmurs  and  boasted  independence  of  La  Montague. 
They  felt  hia  superiority ;  they  feigned  conyiction.  Le- 
geudre,  whose  courage  melted  at  the  appeals  and  mraiacing 
g^ces  of  Robespierre,  trembled  at  each  word,  lest  the 
conclusion  of  the  orator  should  be  an  act  of  accusatioD 
against  himael£  He  hastened  to  appease  him  whom  he  had 
just  encountered.  He  stammered  out  some  phrases  broken 
oy  fear.,  snd  conjured  Robespierre  not  to  believe  him  capa- 
ble of  secrificing  liberty  to  a  man.  Never  did  heart  &il 
more  to  the  fiiend,  nor  tongue  to  the  orator.  Legendre 
broke  completely  down  in  presence  of  the  Assembly.  The 
endeavors  of  Danton's  friends  feU  with  Legendre.  Saint- 
Just  then  appeared  in  the  tribune.  His  assurance  and  ex- 
ternal impetturhability  gave  to  the  arbitrary  man  the  ap- 
pearance of  intrepid  justice.  Saint-Just  pronounced,  in  a 
g^ve  and  mon<rionouB  voice,  as  if  in  reflected  speech,  the 
report  premeditated  between  him  and  Robespierre,  upon 
the  conspiraciea  which  besieged  the  republic.  He  joined 
to  this  the  pretended  conspiracy  of  Danton,  taking  care  to 
eatablish  a  co-relation  between  the  conspirators,  in  order 
that  th«-  royalism  of  the  emigrants,  the  anarchy  of  Hebeit, 
the  venality  of  Chabot,  the  corruption  of  Fabre,  and  the 
moderation  of  H6rau]t  de  S^chelles  should  all  reflect  upon 
Danton.  It  was  evident  that  the  accuser  himself  did  not 
believe  in  the  accusation,  that  Danton  was,  in  his  opinion, 
only  the  responsible  victim  of  all  the  evils  of  tfae  republic, 
and  tliat  at  the  bottom,  the  report  of  SaintJust  confined 
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itself,  for  atl  proof,  to  saying  to  the  Convontion — "  Deliver 
to  us  this  man,  for  he  is  the  great  mistrusted  one  !" 

"  Citizens,"  said  Saint-JuBt,  "  the  Revolution  is  in  the 
people,  and  not  in  the  fame  of  individaals.  There  is  some- 
thing teirible  in  the  sacred  love  of  countiy;  it  is  bo  exclu- 
sive that  it  immolates  all  without  pity,  without  terror,  with- 
out human  reepeot,  to  the  public  intereat.  It  precipitated 
Manliua,  drew  Regulus  to  Carthage,  threw  a  Soman  into 
an  al^BS,  and  placed  Marat  in  the  Pantheon. 

"  You— Committees  of  the  Public  Safety  and  of  the  Gen 
eral  Safety,  filled  with  this  sentiment,  have  charged  me  to 
demand  justice,  in  the  name  of  the  country,  against  the  men 
who  have  long  betrayed  the  popular  cause. 

"  May  this  example  be  the  last  which  you  will  be  called 
upon  to  give  of  your  inflexibility  toward  yourselves.  We 
have  paaaed  through  all  the  storms  which  ordinarily  accom- 
pany groat  designs.  A  revolution  ia  an  heroic  enterprise, 
the  authors  of  which  walk  between  the  scaffold  and  immor- 
tality." 

Passing  afterward,  in  review,  all  the  parties  from  Mira- 
beau  up  to  Chabot,  Saint-Just  exclaimed — "  Danton,  you 
will  answer  to  inevitable  and  inflexible  justice.  Let  ua 
review  thy  past  conduct,  and  let  us  show  that,  from  the 
first  day,  an  accomplice  in  all  crimes,  you  were  alwavs  op-^ 
posed  to  the  party  of  fiberty,  and  that  yon  con^red  with 
Mirabeau  and  Dumouriez,  with  Hubert,  and  wiUb  H^raolt 
de  S^chelles !  Danton,  you  have  served  tyranny ;  yon 
were,  it  is  true,  opposed  to  La  Fayette,  but  Mirabean  and 
Dumouriez  were  also  opposed  to  him.  Would  you  dare 
to  deny  having  been  sold  to  three  men,  the  most  violent 
conspirators  against  liberty  1  It  was  by  the  protection  of 
Mirabeau  that  you  were  named  administrator  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Paris,  at  the  time  when  the  Electoral  Assembly 
was  decidedly  royalist.  All  the  friends  of  Mirabeau  boast 
ed  loudly  that  they  had  closed  your  mouth.  Also,  as  long 
as  that  feariiil  personage  lived,  vou  were  sSent.  During 
the  first  lightning  of  the  Revolution,  you  displayed  a  men- 
acing attitude  toward  the  court ;  you  spoke  with  vehemence 
against  it  Mirabeau,  who  meditated  a  change  of  dynasty, 
felt  the  value  of  your  audacity.  He  secured  you.  You 
departed,  from  that  time,  from  severe  principles,  and  noth- 
mg  more  was  heard  of  you  until  the  massacre  of  the  Champ- 
de-Mare.  Then  you  supported  the  motion  of  Lacloa  in  the 
Jacobins,  which  was  a  vrretched  pretext,  and  pwd  for  by 
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the  court,  for  the  purpose  of  nnfoldiog  the  Ted  banner  and 
usurping  tyranny.  The  patriots. w^  were  not  initiated  in 
ibiB  conspiracy  had  uselessly  combated  your  sanguinary 
opinion.  You  contributed  with  Brisaot  .to  the  compilation 
of  the  petition  to  the  Cbamp-de-Mara,  and  you  escaped  the 
anger  of  La  Fayette,  who  massacred  two  thousand  patriots. 
Bnssot  wandered  aAerwu-d  peaceably  abont  Paris,  aod 
you  were  spending  happy  days  at  Arcis-sar-Aube,  if,  indeed, 
he  who  bad  conspired  against  bis  country  could  be  happy. 

"  As  for  the  quiet  of  ^uur  retreat  at  Arcw-sur-Aube,  is  it 
posuble  to  conuiicbend  it  t  You,  one  of  tbe  authors  of  the 
petition  I  While  those  who  bad  signed  it  were  some  load- 
ed with  irons,  others  massacred,  were  you  and  Brissot  then 
objects  of  gratitude  for  tyrHuny,  or  rather,  were  yon  not 
ol^ects  of  hatred  and  terror  to  her  1 

"  What  shall  I  say  of  your  cowardly  and  conMant  absn' 
donment  of  tbe  public  cause,  amid  crises  wherein  you  al- 
ways beat  a  retreat  t  Mirabeau,  once  dead,  you  conspired 
with  Lametb,  and  supported  him.  Yon  remained  neuter 
during  tbe  Legislative  Assembly,  and  you  were  silent  in  tbe 
painful  struggle  of  the  Jacobins  with  Brissot  and  the  factiou 
of  La  Girmioe.  At  first  you  supported  their  opinions  up- 
on war.  Overwhelmed  afierw^  by  the  reproaches  of 
oetter  citizens,  you  declared  that  you  regarded  both  parties, 
ind  sheUered  yourself  in  silence.  Danton,  you  had,  after 
the  lOtb  of  August,  a  conference  with  DumourieE,  where- 
in  you  swore  inviolable  friendship,  and  united  your  fortunes. 

"  It  is  you  wbo,  on  your  return  from  Belgium,  dared,  to 
^eak  of  the  vices  and  crimes  of  Dumouriez  with  the  same 
admiration  as  if  you  bad  spoken  of  the  virtues  of  Cata. 
What  conduct  did  you  pursue  in  the  Committee  of  G«ner&l 
Defence  1  You  there  received  the  accomplices  of  Guadet 
and  Brissot,  You  said  to  Briwot :  '  Yon  possess  mind,  Uit 
you  have  pretensionB.'  Was  this  your  indignation  against 
the  enemies  of  tbe  country  1 

"  At  the  same  time  you  declared  yourself  for  moderate 
principles,  and  your  robust  form  seenied  to  disguise  tho 
weakness  of  your  counaeL  You  said  that  severe  maxims 
wOuId  create  too  many  enemies  to  the  republic.  You  oom- 
monplace  conciliator,  all  your  exoi^iums  in  the  tribune 
commenced  like  thunder,  and  you  finished  by  disguising 
truth  and  falsehood.  You  accommodated  yourself  to  every 
thing.  Sriasot  and  his  accomplices  always  left  contented^ 
with  you.     In  the  tribune,  wb«t  your  silence  was  accused. 
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jMi  gave  them  ealutaty  advice,  that  they  might  the  mora 
eaMly  dissimulate.  You  threatened  them  widiout  indigna- 
tion, but~with  paternal  kindness ;  and  you  gave  them  ratber 
counsels  to  corrupt  liberty,  to  save  themselves,  the  better 
to  deceive  ns,  than  counsel  to  the  republican  party  to  destroy 
them.  Hatred,  said  you,  is  insupportable  to  my  Aeart.  But 
are  you  not  criminal  and  responsible  for  not  having  hated 
the  enemies  of  the  country  ? 

"  You  witnessed  with  horror  the  Revolution  of  the  31at 
of  May,  Bad  citizen,  you  have  conspired — false  friend,' 
you  spolte  two  days  apo  of  the  infamy  of  Camille  Desmou- 
linfl — an  instrument  whom  you  have  lost,  and  on  whom  you 
enforced  shameful  cnmea.  Wicked  inan,  you  have  com- 
pared pubUc  opinion  to  a  women  of  ill-fame,  you  have 
Btsted  honor  to  oe  ridiculous,  and  glory  and  postOTity  to  be 
felly.  These  maxiiDa  should  conciliate  you  with  aristocracy. 
They  were  those  of  Catiline.  If  Fabre  is  innocent — if 
d'Orleane,  if  Dumouriez  were  innocent — you  are  doubtless 
so.  I  have  said  too  much  on  this  point.  You  will  answer 
to  justice." 

Passing  from  Danton  to  his  acc(»npliceH,  Saint-Just  point- 
ed tfaem  out  at  mtute  to  the  severity  of  the  Coovention. 

"  I  am  convinced,"  said  he,  "  that  this  faction  of  indul* 
gents  is  allied  to  all  the  others — that  it  has  always  been 
hypocritical.  It  has  done  every  thing  to  destroy  the  re- 
public by  modifying  all  opinions  of  liberty. 

"  Camille  Deemoulins,  at  first  a  dupe,  and  who  finished 
by  being  an  accomplice,  was,  like  Fhilippeauz,  aa  instru- 
ment of  Fabre  and  of  Danton.  This  man  relates,  aa  a 
proof  of  Fahre's  good-nature,  that,  being  at  Desmoulin's 
house  at  the  moment  when  he  read  to  some  one  the  writing 
in  which  he  demanded  a  committee  of  mei'cy  for  the  aris- 
toCTacy,  and  called  the  Conventiop  the  court  of  Tibeilus, 
Fabre  began  to  weep.     The  crocodile  weeps  too  1 

"All  reputadons  which  have  been  cruuied  have  been 
usurped  ones.  Those  who  reproach  us  with  our  severity 
would  wish  us  rather  to  be  unjust.  Little  does  it  signify 
if  time  has  led  difinent  varieties  to  the  acafTold,  to  the  tomb, 
and  to  annihilation ;  provided  that  liberty  remain,  we  shall 
proceed  to  the  solid  glory  and  the  solid  wealth  which  con- 
list  in  obscure  honesty. 

"  The  days  of  crime  are  passed.  Mbfortuae  to  those 
who  would  sustain  its  causa  I  Let  ovety  thing  which  was 
criminal  perish  1     Republics  are  uot  formed  by  manceuvres. 
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but  by  severe  rigor,  inflexible  rigor,  toward  all  dune  who 
'  have  betrayed.  Let  the  accompliceB  denounce  diemselves 
by  ranging  tbeniselves  by  the  eide  of  their  crinies.  What 
we  have  said  will  never  be  loat  upon  earth.  Life  may  be 
wreated  irom  men  who,  like  as,  nave  dared  all  for  tmth, 
but  their  hearts  can  not  be  totn  out,  nor  can  they  be  deprived 
of  the  faoapitable  tomb  under  wHch  they  shelter  themselvea 
from  the  slavery  and  sbame  of  seeing  the  wicked  triumph. 

"  This  is  the  project  of  the  decree : — 

"  The  XationHl  Convention,  after  having  heard  the  report 
of  the  Committees  of  General  and  Public  Safety,  condemna 
to  trial  Camille  Desmoulina,  H6rault,  Danton,  Pbilippeanx, 
and  Lacrtnx,  chained  with  complicity  vrith  d'Orleans  and 
Dumouriez,  vrith  Fabre  d'Eglantine  and  the  enemies  of 
the  tepublic,  and  of  having  joined  in  the  conspiracy  aiming 
at  the  re-establishment  of  monarchy,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  national  representatioa  and  the  republican  eovemtDent. 
In  consequence,  it  ordera  their  committal  to  judgment  wttb 
Fabre  d'Eglantine." 

X. 

Not  a  single  dissentient  voice  was  heard  against  theee 
conclusions.  The  vote  was  as  limBimons  as  the  alarm. 
The  fame,  the  liberty,  the  life,  and  the' death  of  Ae  leoTO' 
amitattves  were  yielded  up  amid  the  acclamations,  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Saie^. 

Fouquier  Tinville  ■Wat  called  to  the  Committee,  and 
charged  immediately  to  deliver  the  Dantonists  to  the  revo- 
lutionary  tribunal.  Plastic  and  keen  as  the  blade  In  the 
hand,  Fouquier  had  only  to  draw  lip  the  report  of  Sdnt- 
Just  into  an  act  of  accusation, 

Danton.  in  the  mean  while,  pacified  himselfiu  his  prison, 
and  feigned  carelessnees  regarding  bis  fate.  He  jested 
through  the  bars  with  the  Mher  prisoners.  He  drew,  iu 
grotesque  terms,  tbe  portraits  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. "  The  republic  will  crush  them,"  said  be,  "  If  I 
could  leave  my  legs  to  the  paralytic  Couthon,  and  my 
virility  to  the  impotent  Robespierre,  they  would  be  able  to 
proceed  for  eoms  time.  As  to  myself,"  added  he,  "  I  do 
not  regret  power,  for  in  revolutions  victory  remains  vrith 
the  most  wicked," 

From  these  words  it  vras  discernible  that  the  revolutions 
bad  been  for  him  but  struggles  of  ambition,  and  not  tri- 
umphs of  opinion. 
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XI. 


Thus  passed  the  days  which  preceded  the  trial.  Danton 
was  respected.  Lacroix,  Bazire,  and  Camille  Deemoulios 
were  lamented.  H^rault  de  Sechelles  possessed  the  eere- 
nitf  of  a  just  man,  who  has  weighed  his  life  and  death,  and 
who  glones  in  his  martyrdom  for  liberty.  Young,  rich,  and 
eleg;aiit,  an  aristocrat  by  birth,  and  one  also  of  the  hand- 
somest men  of  his  time,  H^rault  de  Sechelles  leit  still  behind 
him  an  afiection  which  must  have  added  to  the  reading  of 
his  heart.  During  his  missiou  in  Savoy,  he  had  atta&hed 
himself  to  a  young  lady  of  high  birth  and  rare  beauty. 
She  had  been  to  H^raidt  de  Sechelles  at  Chambery  what 
Theresa  Cabarus  was  to  Tallien  at  Bordeaux.  She  lan- 
guished and  wept  now  at  the  prison  gates  without  the 
-power  of  appeasing  Robespierre.  Fabre  d'Eglandne, 
BOmetimea  consoled  by  the  visits  of  his  wife,  was  worn  out 
with  sickness. 

Cbabot  alone,  abandoned  by  alli  loaded  with  ridicule  and 
contempt  by  the  other  detenut,  could  not  support  this  punish- 
ment of  infamy.  He  had  not  even  the  glo^  of  wbidi  he 
had.  been  so  ambitious,  in  death.  He  died  booted.  He 
procured  himself  poison.  He  drank  it.  He  could  not 
support  the  pangs  of  agony.  He  summoned  the  jailers 
to  his  cell  by  his  groans.  He  was  restored  to  lite  to  pre- 
serve him  for  the  scaffold. 

xn. 

Camille  Desmoulins  inspired  that  sentiment  of  compas- 
ffiOQ  which  one  experieooes  from  weakness.  Light  and 
capricious,  even  in  his  anger,  the  smile  was  ever  ready  to 
succeed  the  imprecation  od  bis  lips.  The  hatred  which  he 
had  inspired  was  light  as  himself.  It  could  not  resist  his 
tears.  He  incessantly  diffused  them  in  invoking  aloud  the 
name  of  his  wife,  the  beautiful  Lucile.  This  despairing 
young  woman,  deprived  in  five  days  of  her  father  and  of  her 
husband,  ramblea  incessantly  about  the  Luxembourg,  in 
order  to  perceive  Camille,  or  to  be  seen  at  a  distance  by 
him.  Signs  were  the  sole  medium  of  commuoication  across 
the  apace  by  which  they  were  divided.  The  separation  had 
been  as  heart-rending  as  unforeseen. 

Lucile  was  the  daughter  of  Madame  Duplessis,  one  <Jf  iLe 
most  beautiful  persons  of  her  time,  and  of  M.  Duplessis,  the 
former  cletk  of  finance,  and  a  zealous  patriot     A  long 
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att&cbmeDt,  and  a  poinial  delay  of  many  years  had  pre- 
ceded the  union  of  the  young  couple.  That  very  garden  of 
tfae  Luxemboarg.whereintbe  two  lovers  now  wept,  bad  beep, 
precisely  tb«  site  of  tbeir  first  meeting,  of  their  interviews, 
and  of  tbeir  loves.  Brissot,  Danton,  and  Robespierre,  then 
acf^uaintances  of  the  bouso  of  Duplestis,  bad  signed,  as  wit- 
nesses and  as  friends,  tbeir  marriage-contract.  Of  these 
men,  now  separated  by  Actions  and  the  scaffold,  one  was 
tbe  occasion,  the  other  the  instrument  of  the  inisfortunea 
and  approaching  widowhood  of  the  yonng  spouse. 

On  the  night  of  the  30tb  to  Slst  of  March,  while  repoeing 
in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  tbe  noise  of  tlie  butl-cnd  of  a  mus- 
ket, resounding  upon  the  thre«hold  of  his  door,  atanlingly 
awoke  Camille  Desmoulins.  "  Tbey  are  come  to  arrest  me, 
be  exclaimed.  He  left  bis  wife,  and  went  to  optin  the  door 
to  tbe  soldiers.  They  presented  the  order  to  bin> ;  he  read 
it,  cmsbed  it  in  anger  in  his  hande,  and  exclaimed,  "  Here 
is  then  tbe  recompense  of  the  first  voice  of  the  Revolution  \" 
He  pressed  his  wiffa  for  the  last  time  to  his  heart,  embraced 
his  iniant  sleeping  in  its  cradle,  and  followed  the  guards  to 
the  Luxembourg.  He  knew  nothine-  as  yet  of  his  crime,  or 
of  his  accomplices.  Cast,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  into  a 
cell,  be  beard,  through  the  chinks  of  the  wall,  the  well-known 
voice  of  a  man,  who  uttered  cries  of  pain.  "  la  that  yon, 
?abre  1"  swd  he  to  him.  "  Yes,"  replied  the  invalid ;  "  but 
fs  it  really  you,  Camille  t  You  here  ;  you,  the  friend  of 
Danton  and  of  Robespierre  1  Is  then  the  counter-revolu- 
tion accomplished  V  Fabre  d'Eglantine  and  Camille  Des- 
moulins discoursed  till  day,  without  being  able  to  solve  the 
enigma  of  their  situation.  The  meek  soiH  of  the  pamphlet- 
eer  was  not  of  a  temper  to  support,  without  breaking;  tbe 
tragical  concussions  of  revolutions.  He  left  too  much  love 
and  ieticity  behind  him,  not  to  turn  his  looks  to  life.  His 
wife  could  not  believe  in  an  eternal  separation. 

When  she  learned  that  Danton  was  imprisoned  with  her 
husband,  she  ran  alone  to  the  door  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Public  Safety.  She  was  repulsed.  Finding  Robespierre 
inaccessible,  she  wrote  to  him.     This  is  her  letter  :— 

'*  Can  you  then  accuse  us  of  treasonable  projects  toward 
,the  country,  you  who  have  already  profited  so  much  by  the 
eSbrts  which  wo  have  made  solely  for  it  1  Canrille  has  seen 
the  birth  of  your  pnde,  he  has  foreseen  the  path  you  desired 
to  tread,  but  he  recalled  to  himself  your  ancient  friendship, 
and  be  sbnuk  from  the  idea  of  aecttsing  a  friend,  a  cois- 
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E&nioD  of  his  laborB.  Tbst  hand  wbich  baa  pressed  yonn 
OB  tou  soon  abandooed  the  pea,  since  it  could  no  longer 
trace  your  praise ;  and  you,  you  qeud  him  to  death  I  You 
have  then  comprehended  his  silence  1  He  ought  to  tbank 
you  foriL  But,  Robespieire,  willyoureally  accomplish  the 
deadly  projects  wbicb  doubdess  the  vile  souls  which  sar- 
round  you  have  iuspired  you  witht  Have  you  forgotten 
those  bonds  which  Camille  never  recalls  without  ^ef  1  you, 
who  prayed  for  our  union,  who  joined  our  hands  in  yours, 
who  have  smiled  upon  tny  son,  whose  infantile  hands  have 
•o  often  caressed  yout  Can  you  then  reject  my  prayers, 
despise  my  teara,  ud  trample  justice  under  foot  t  For,  you 
know  it  yourself  we  do  not  merit  the  fate  they  are  preparing 
for  us,  and  joa  can  avert  it.  If  it  strikes  us,  it  is  you  who 
will  have  ordered  it.  But  what  is  then  the  crime  of  my 
Camille  t 

"  I  have  not  bis  pea  to  defend  him.  But  the  voice  of 
good  citizens  and  your  heart,  if  it  is  sensible,  will  plead  for 
me.  Do  you  believe  that  people  will  gain  confidence  in  you 
by  seeing  you  immolate  yourfribndsj  Do  you  think  that 
they  will  bless  him  who  regards  neither  the  tears  of  the 
widow  nor  the  death  of  the  orphan  1  Were  I  die  wife  of 
Saint^uBt,  I  would  say  to  him, '  The  cause  of  Camille  is 
yours,  and  that  of  all  the  friends  of  Robespierre.'  Poor 
CamiUe,  in  the  simplicity  o{\ua  heart,  how  far  was  he  irom 
suspecting  the  fate  which  awaits  biro  to-day  I  He  thought 
to  labor  for  your  glory,  in  pointing  out  to  you  what  was 
still  wanting  to  our  republic.  He  has  no  doubt  been  ca- 
lumniated to  you,  Eobespierre,  for  you  can  not  believe  him 
guilty.  Consider,  that  he  has  never  required  the  death  of 
anyone!  that  be  has  never  desired  to  injure  by  your  power, 
and  that  you  were  bis  oldest,  and  his  best  fnead !  And 
you  are  about  to  kill  as  both !  For  to  strike  him,  is  to 
kill  me !"  .  .  . 

She  did  not  finish.  The  letter,  which  was  confided  to 
her  mother,  never  reached  Robespierre. 

xm. 

Camille  Desmoulins  had  obtained,  on  his  part,  by  tha 
kindness  of  a  visitor  of  the  prisons,  rare  and  secret  means 
':<f  communicftting  with  his  wife. 

He  wrote  this  letter  between  two  examinations;  "  My 
lestiny  in  my  prison  recalls  to  my  mmd  the  garden 
where  I  passed  eight  years  of  my  life,  in  behohiing  you; 
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an  angle  of  aigfat  apon  tbe  Luxembourg  bringB  back  to  me 
a  crowd  of  remembrances  of  our  tores.  I  am  alone,  but 
never  have  I  been,  in  thought,  in  imagination,  and  almost 
in  feeling,  nearer  to  you,  your  mother,  and  to  my  little 
Horace.  I  only  write  this  first  letter  to  you,  to  a^k  you  for 
things  absolutely  necessary ;  but  I  am  going  to  paae  all  ray 
time  in  prison  in  writing  to  yon,  for  I  have  no  need  to  take 
my  pen  for  any  other  purpose  but  my  defense.  My  justi- 
ficatioD  is  entirely  in  ray  eight  republican  Tolumea.  Tbey 
are  a  good  pillow  upon  which  my  conscience  reposes,  in 
the  expectation  of  the  tribunal  and  of  posterity.  I  cast 
myself  at  your  knees,  I  stretch  out  my  arms  to  embrace 
you ;  I  6d(1  yon  no  more.  (Here  is  the  trace  of  a  tear.) 
Send  me  the  glass  on  which  are  a  C.  and  a  D.,  our  two 
names:  a  book  which  I  bought  some  days  ago,  and  in 
which  are  placed  some  blank  pages,  expressly  to  receive 
notes.  This  book  treats  upon  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 
I  have  need  of  persuadiag  myself  that  there  is  a  Ood  more 
just  than  man,  and  that  I  can  not  fail  to  see  you  aguo. 
Do  not  grieve  too  much  over  my  thoughts,  dearest;  I  do 
not  yet  despair  of  men.  Yes  t  my  woU-heloved,  we  will 
see  each  other  agun  in  the  gardens  of  the  Luxembourg. 
But  send  me  that  book.  Adieu,  Lucile !  Adieu,  Horacel 
(this  was  his  son.)  I  can  oot  embrace  you ;  hut  in  the 
tears  which  I  shed,  it  appears  I  presa  you  again  to  my 
bosom.     (Here  is  the  mark  of  another  tear.) 

"  Thy  Cahille." 

An  hour  afterward  the  prisoner  resumed  his  pen  ^— 
"  Heaven  has  had  pity  on  my  innocence,"  he  wrote  to 
bis  wife;  "it  sent  me  in  my  slumber  a  dream, -wherein  I 
have  beheld  you  all.  Send  me  your  hair  and  yourportraiL 
Oh !  I  beseech  you  for  it,  for  I  tbink  solely  on  yon,  and 
never  on  the  affair  which  has  brought  me  here,  and  which 
1  can  not  comprehend." 

In  the  mean  time  the  committee,  the  conqueror  in  the 
Convention,  through  the  voice  of  Robespierre  and  of  Sunt- 
Just,  was  astounded  at  the  disquieting  popularity  of  Dan- 
ton  in  his  chains.  It  desired  to  surprise  the  people  by  the 
gi-estnoss  of  the  victim,  and  the  promptitude  of  the  act 
They  transported  in  the  night  the  accused  to  the  Concier- 
gerie.  Danton,  on  entering  under  the  portico  of  the  scaf 
fold,  felt  the  ostentation  of  his  indifference  abate.     Hif 
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coUDtenance  became  an  somber  oB  hia  abode.  B7  chance, 
or  by  way  of  derision,  tbey  assigned  to  the  Dantonista  for 
a  dungeon  the  dungeon  of  the  Girondists.  It  was  at  once 
a  vengeance  and  a  prophecy ;  and  Danton  recognized 
herein  the  finger  of  that  Diviiie  justice  which  his  miafor- 
tunes  began  to  reveal  to  him. 

XIV. 

The  trial  began.  All  the  jorcH^,  chosen  by  Fouquter 
Tinville  and  presided  over  by  Hermann,  were  persons 
known  to  the  accused.  Fouquier  Tinville  himself,  a  rela- 
tive of  Camille  Desmoulins,  owed  to  the  credit  of  this 
young  patron  his  employment  as  public  accuser.  But  the 
eye  M  the  committee  was  over  all  these  men,  and  dived 
into  all  their  consciences.  They  did  not  expect  justice 
from  them,  but  death'. 

The  people,  however,  who  still  adored  Danton,  besieged 
the  Palaia-de- Justice,  The  crowd  stretched  even  upon  th» 
Bun'ounding  quays  to  assist  in  the  triumph  of  the  great 
patriot.  Danton  appeared  with  a  dignity  isther  theatrical 
before  his  judges.  The  president  having  asked  him  his 
name,  bis  age,  and  bis  residence;  "I  am  Danton,"  replied 
he;  "well  enough  known  in  the  Revolution.  I  am  thirty- 
five  years  old.  My  residence  will  aoon  be  void,  and  my 
name  will  exist  in  the  Pantheon  of  history." 

"And  I,"  said  CamlDe  Desmoulins,  "I  am  thirty-three, 
a  fatal  age  to  revolutionists — the  age  of  the  tans  culotte 
Jesus,  when  he  died." 

Fouquier  having  caused  Chahot,  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  and 
&e  intngners  their  accompUces  to  ea  on  the  same  benches, 
Danton  and  his  friends  rose  and  removed,  indignant  that 
they  should  be  confounded  in  the  same  process  with  men 
notoriously  infamous. 

They  began  with  these.  Fabre  d'EglanUne  defended 
himself  with  the  ability  of  a  man  consummate  in  the  art 
of  coloring  his  speech.  The  evidence  of  Cambon — of  old 
established  probity — lefl  no  doubt  as  to  the  feet  which  was 
imputed  to  thoee  accused  of  having  perverted  and  falsified 
a  decree  of  finance.  The  young  and  unfortunate  Bazire 
had  no  other  fiiult  than  his  friendship  for  Chabot,  and  the 
silence  which  he  preserved  in  order  not  to  destroy  his  friend. 
An  involuntary  confidant,  Bazire  died  from  not  having  con- 
sented to  become  an  infimner. 
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XV. 

Henuilt  de  fl^cbflllea  was  interrogated  baibre  DuUoo. 
He  replied  as  a  roan  wbo  despised  Mo  at  nnich  u  the  ao 
cusattoo,  aod  accepted  the  judgnient  of  futuritj.  Hermann 
afterward  called  Danton.  He  reproached  him  with  liw 
alliance  with  Dumouriez  and  his  hidden  accomplices,  to  re- 
establish royalty,  by  corrupting  the  army,  and  drawing  him 
against  Pmrts.  Danton,  rising  with  feigned  indignation  %— 
"  The  cowards  who  calnmniata  me,"  replied  he,  giving  to 
his  VMce  a  tone  which  intentioDally  earned  it  to  the  Com- 
miuee  of  Public  Sftfetj,  "  would  they  dare  to  attack  me 
face  to  face  i  Let  them  show  tbemselree,  and  I  will  soon 
load  them  with  the  ignominy  wUcb  characterizoe  them ! 
As  for  the  rest,"  proceeded  he,  with  a  disorder  and  a  pre- 
cipitation of  speech  which  attested  tbe  ebulMon  of^hia 
ideas,  "  I  bare  said,  and  I  repeat  it,  that  ray  donii^e  will 
soon  be  nowhere,  and  my  name  in  the  Pantheon.  My  head 
M  there  ;  it  answers  for  all.  Life  ia  a  care  to  me :  I  am 
anxious  to  be  rid  of  it  I  Men  of  my  temper  are  beyond 
price.  It  is  upon  their  foreheads  that  tbe  seal  of  liberty 
sod  tbe  republican  geniua  ia  inefiaoeafaly  stamped.  And  it 
is  me  whom  tbey  accuse  of  having  crouched  at  the  feet 
of  the  court — of  having  conapir^  vridi  Mirabeau  and 
with  Dumouriez  I  Saint-Just !  you  will  answer  for  the 
calumny  levelled  against  tbe  beat  friend  of  the  people  1^ 
On  reading  this  list  of  horrors,  I  feel  my  whole  eiustence 
tremble  I" 

These  phrases,  evidently  prepared  and  collected  in  loose 
scraps  from  a  troubled  conscience  and  memory,  revealed 
more  pride  than  innocence.  The  prendent  observed  to  tbe 
accased,  that  Marat,  when  similariy  accused,  defended  him- 
self differently,  and  had  refuted  the  accusation  by  prooft 
coolly  delivered,  "  Very  well,"  epid  Danton,  "  I  am  about 
to  descend  to  ray  justification."  Then  escaping  again,  by 
fresh  digressions,  to  bis  reasoned  doiense  :  "  I,"  exclaimed 
he,  "  sold  to  Mirabeau,  to  d'Orieans,  to  Dumouriez  I  Why, 
all  the  world  knows  that  I  have  combated  Mirabean- — thai 
I  have  defended  Marat !  Have  I  not  shown  myself,  when 
they  desired  to  rescue  the  tyrant  from  us,  by  taking  him  to 
St.  Cloud  %  Did  I  not  enforce  in  rbe  Cordehers  tbanecee- 
sity  of  having  bim  as  a  pledge  t  I  have  all  the  power  of 
my  bead  when  I  provdie  roy  accusers,  when  I  demand  to 
measure  myself  with  them.     Let  tbem  be  produced  before 
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'  lie,  and  I  will  plunge  tfaem  into  that  nothingneBa  whence 
they  ahonld  oerer  have  issued  I  Vile  impoBtoTB.  appear, 
ana  I  wilt  t6ar  from  you  xhe  mask  which  shields  jou  €mtr 
public  vengeance  1"  The  president  again  recalled  him  to 
the  decoiiim  and  modeatv  of  an  accased  person.  "  A  man 
accused  as  I  am,"  replied  Danton,  "  who  understands  words 
and  matters,  answera  before  a  juiy,  but  addresses  it  not.  I 
am  accused  of  having  retired  to  Arcis-sur-Aube.  I  declared 
at  that  period,  that  the  French  people  would  be  victorious, 
or  that  1  should  be  no  more  I  Laurels  or  death,  I  added, 
are  what  I  require.  Where  are  then  the  men  from  whom 
Danton  has  borrowed  energy  1  For  two  days  the  tribunal 
knows  Daoton.  To-morrow  I  hope  to  sleep  in  the  bosom 
of  glory !  Potion,"  resumed  he,  like  a  man  who  wanders 
from  and  returns  to  his  argument,  "  P6tion,  on  leaving  the 
Commune,  came  to  the  Cordeliers.  He  told  us  that  the 
tocsin  would  Sound  at  midnight,  and  that  the  morrow  would 
be  the  tomb  of  tyranny.  Fifty  millions  were  deposited 
with  me  when  I  was  minister ;  I  grant  it.  1  offer  to  rea- 
der a  faithful  account  of  it.  It  was  to  give  impulse  to  the 
Hevoltition.  It  is  true  that  Dumoitriez  endeavored  to  range 
me  on  his  side,  that  he  sought  to  flatter  me  by  proposing 
the  ministry  to  me,  but  I  declared  to  him  I  would  not  oc- 
cupy  such  a  post,  but  at  the  cannon's  sound.  They  spoke 
also  to  me  of  Weatermann,  but  I  have  never  had  any  con- 
nection with  him.  I  know  that  on  the  day  of  the  10th  of 
August,  Westermann  issued  from  the  Tuileries,  covered 
with  tlje  blood  of  the  royalists ;  and  I — r  said  that  with 
seventeen  thousand  mra,  disposed  as  I  should  have  planned 
it,  one  might  have  saved  the  country." 

The  words  of  Danton  pressed  so  confusedly  upon  his 
lips,  that  they  appeared  to  stifle  faim  under  die  mass  and 
incoherence  of  his  ideas.  The  real  eloquence  of  an  accused 
man — the  indifference  of  truth  and  the  accent  of  conscience 
were  wanting  in  him. 

They  passed  to  Camille  DeemouUtis,  accused  of  having 
bantered  with  the  justice  of  the  people,  by  comparing  it  to 
the  crimes  of  tyrants.  "  I  have  not  been  able,"  said  he,  "  to 
defend  myself  otherwise  than  with  a  weapon  well  sharpened 
against  my  enemies,  and  1  have  proved  more  than  once  the 
devotion  of  my  whole  life  to  the  Revolution." 

Lacroix,  being  interrogated  upon  the  mission  in  Belgium, 
and  the  disappearance  of  a  carriage  which  contained  four 
hundred  thousand  francs  of  valuable  articles;  "Danton  and 
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I,"  said  be,  "had  purchased  liiuiD  for  the  nse  of  the  rapr» 
sentatiyea  of  the  people.  We  bad  a  carriage  of  plate,  which 
was  pillaged  in  a  village."  He  reclaimed  the  principal 
part  on  the  Slat  of  May.  Philippeaux  demonstrated  hk 
uinocence  with  the  force  and  dignity  of  an  unsuIUed  man 
"  It  is  granted  to  you  to  cause  me  to  perish,"  said  he,  "  but 
I  forbid  you  to  insult  me."  Westermann  replied  like  a  sol 
dier  who  doee  not  dispute  hia  life,  but  defends  his  honor. 

XVI. 

The  trial  was  resumed  next  day.     Camille  Deemouluu 

had  written  during  the  night  his  last  letter  to  his  wife.     It 

was  the  final  testameot  trfiiia  heart,  which  gave  itself  up  to 

love  before  it  was  deprived  of  life  under  Hie  hands  of  the 

It  runs  thus: — 


"  DtuxU-GamuDal,  S  o'clock,  i..  M. 
"  A  consoling  sleep  has  suspended  my  sufferings.    We 
are  free  when  we  sleep;  vro  have  no  feeling  of  captivity. 
Heaven  has  had  pity  oii  me.     But  a  moment  since  I  saw 

Siu  in  my  dreams,  and  in  turns  embraced  yqii,  your  mother, 
orace— all !  I  awoke  and  found  myself  in  my  dungeon. 
It  was  just  day-break.  Not  being  able  to  see  you  and  hear 
your  answers — for  you  and  your  mother  had  spoken  to  mo 
—I  rose  to  speak  to  you,  at  least,  and  to  write  to  you. 
But  on  opening  tny  windows,  the  thought  of  my  solitude, 
the  frightful  bars,  and  the  bolts  "whiGh  separate  me  frvm 
you,  cfHiquered  all  my  firmness  of  soul.  I  burst  into  tears, 
or  rather  I  sobbed,  exclaiming  in  my  tomb,  '  Lucite !  Lu- 
cilel  oh,  my  dear  Lucile  1  where  are  youT'  (Here  the 
mark  of  a  tear  is  visible.) 

"  Yesterday  evening  I  experienced  a  similar  sensation,  and 
my  heart  was  equally  torn  when  I  perceived  your  mother 
in  the  garden.  .  A  mechanical  movement  threw  me  on  my 
knaes  against  the  bare ;  I  joined  my  hands  as  If  imploring 
her  pity — she  who,  I  am  certain  of  it,  mourned  in  your 
bosom.  I  saw  yesterday  her  grief  in  her  handkerchief)  and  in 
her  vail,  which  she  lowered,  being  nnable  to  bear  this  sight. 
When  you  come,  let  her  sit  a  little  nearer  with  you,  that  I 
may  see  you  better.  There  is  no  danger,  it  appears  to  me. 
But,  above  all,  I  conjure  you,  by  our  eternal  love,  send  me 
yourportrait;  let  your  painter  have  compaasioo  on  me,  who 
only  fiufer  for  having  had  too  much  compassion  ibr  othere  ; 
lot  him  give  you  two  sittingB  a  day.     In  the  faorrw  of  my 
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prison,  this  will  be  a  fSte  fcK'  me — a  dayof  iiitoxication  and 
ecstacj  that  on  which  I  ihall  receive  this  portrait.  In  the 
mean  while  send  me  some  of  your  hur,  that  I  may  place  it 
agaioBt  my  heart.  My  dear  Lacile  I  behold  me  here  re- 
tumad  to  the  period  of  my  fiiat  love,  whea  no  one  canaed 
me  any  intereBt,  except  they  isaned  from  yonr  home— came 
forth  Bom  jour  hooae.  Teaterday,  whmi  the  citizen  who 
had  caiiiad  yonr  letter  retmmed,  'Weill  have  yon  seen 
ber  y  said  I  te  him — and  I  anrprised  myaelf,  looking  at  him 
aa  if  there  remained  upon  his  clothes,  upon  all  his  penon, 
somethine  of  your  preeenc^— something  of  youiBel£  He  is 
a  charitable  soul,  since  he  has  remitted  my  letter  without 
delay,  I  shall  see  him — he  has  guaranteed  it-~twice  a  day, 
monring  and  evening.  This  messenger  of  my  srief  becomea 
as  dear  to  me  as  would  have  been  formerly  the  messenger 
of  my  pleasures,  I  discovered  a  ehink  in  my  apartment ;  I 
applied  my  oar  to  it ;  I  heard  mourning;  I  hazarded  some 
words ;  I  heard  the  voice  of  a  sick  perscm  in  aoffering. 
He  asked,  me  my  name,  I  told  him  it  '  O  my  Ood !'  he 
<zied  at  this  name,  felling  hack  upon  the  bed  frcnn  which  he 
had  raised  himself,-  and  I  recognized  distinctly  the  vtnce  of 
Fabre  d'Eslantine.  '  Yes,  I  am  Fabre,'  sdd  be  to  ma — 
'but  you  here.  The  cotinter-revcQution  is  then  accom- 
plished V 

"  Vfe  dared  not,  however,  discourse,  feariul  that  hatred 
might  envy  ns  even  this  feeble  constdaiion,  and  that  should 
we  be  ovmrheard,  we  would  be  separated  and  more  closely 
confined ;  for  he  baa  a  chamber  with  a  fire  m  it,  and  mine 
would  be  pretty  enough,  could  a  dun^on  be  so.  But  you 
can  not  ima^ne  what  it  is  to  be  imprisoned  without  know- 
ing for  what  reason— without  having  being  interrogated — 
without  receiving  a  single  newspaper  1  It  is  to  live  and  to 
be  dead  altogether}  it  is  to  exist,  but  to  feel  that  one  is  in 
bis  coffin  I  And  it  is  Robespierre  who  signed  the  order  for 
my  imprisonment  1  And  it  is  the  republic,  after  all  that  I 
have  done  for' it  [  This  b  the  reward  I  receive  for  so  much 
virtue  and  bo  many  sacrifices !  I,  who  have  devoted  myself 
Jbr  five  years  to  so  much  hatred  and  so  much  danger  for  the 
r^ublio— I,  who  have  preserved  my  pover^  in  the  midst 
ot  the  Revolution — I,  who  have  no  pardon  to  ask  of  the 
whole  world,  except  of  youl  and  to  whom  you  have  grant- 
ed it,  because  you  know  that  my  howi,  notwithstanding  my 
weakness,  is  not  unwordiy  of  yon ;  it  is  I  whom  men  who 
called  themselves  my  friends,  and  who  call  themselves  ra- 
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pablloBs,  have  cait  into  a  dungeon,  in  secret,  as  if  I  wera 
a,  conspirator  I  Socnites  drank  poiaon,  but  at  least  be  sitw 
his  wilfl  and  his  fHends  ia  his  prison.  How  much  bortW 
it  is  to  be  eepttMed  from  you  I  The  groatest  critninol 
wo^  be  too  hardly  punished  were  he  torn  from  Lucila 
otfaerwiaa  than  by  i^tli,  iriiich  at  least  only  pennits  Bitch 
a  aaparacion  to  be  a  moment's  pain.     I  am  called. 

"At  this  moment  the  commiasionen  of  the  rerolmmnar^ 
tribunal  cune  to  interrogate  uml  They  only  put  this  quoa- 
tton  to  me,  if  I  bad  conspired  against  the  r^mUic  1  What 
fidly !  And  caa  they  thus  insult  the  purest  repabticanism  } 
I  see  the  &t«  vrbicb  awaixs  no.  Adieu,  Lucile;  bid  adiea 
for  me  to  my  fiitfaer.  My  last  momenia  shall  not  dishouQi 
yoa.  I  Jte  ti  thirty-four  yean  of  age.  I  see  cleariy  that 
power  inebriates  almost  all  men ;  that  all  say,  as  Dionysios 
of  Sytacuse,  Tyianny  is  a  beautifbl  epitaph  I  But  cotsole 
ro«neif,tbe«pit«pbof  your  poor  Camilla  is  more 'glorious: 
It  is  that  of  BnituB  and  of  Cato,  the  tyranniodes.  Oh.  my 
d«Br  Lueila  t  I  wa«  bom  to  make  venae  to  defend  tbe  un- 
fiHtunate,  to  render  you  happy,  and  to  compose,  with  yoar 
raotber,  my  father,  and  some  persona  after  o«r  own  heart, 
an  Otabeite.  I  have  dreamed  of  a  republic  which  all  tbe 
world  would  have  adored :  I  could  not  have  believed  that 
men  were  so  cruel  and  so  unjust.  I  do  not  dissiuiulaui 
that  I  die  a  victim  of  my  fnendship  for  Danton.  I  thank 
my  assassins  fer  allowing  me  to  die  with  Philippeaiiz. 
Pardon,  my  dear  friend,  my  true  life,  which  I  lost  from 
tbe  moment  they  separated  us.  I  occupy  myself  wifli  my 
memory ;  I  ought  much  rather  to  caase  you  to  forgot  it, 
my  Lucile.  I  conjure  you,  do  not  eaH  to  me  by  your  crie^ 
they  would  rend  my  faeart  in  tbo  depth  of  the  tomfa.  Live 
for  our  child ;  talk  to  him  of  mo ;  you  may  tell  bim,  what 
he  can  not  understand,  that  I  should  have  loved  him  much. 
Despite  ray  execution,  E  believe  ^at  there  ia  a  God.  My 
blood  will  wash  out  my  sins,  the.  weaknesa  of  hamanity, 
and  whatever  I  have  possessed  of  good— my  virtues,  and 
my  lovB  of  liberty — God  will  recompense  it.  I  afaall  see 
you  again  one  day.  Oh,  Lucile  !  sensible  bb  I  was,  the 
death  which  delivers  me  from  the  nght  of  so  much  crime,  ia 
it  BO  "great  a  misfortune?  Adieu,  my  life,  my  soul,  my  di- 
vinity upon  earth !  Adieu,  Lucile  !  my  Lucile !  my  dear 
Lucile ! — Adieu,  Horace '. — Annette !  AdSle  ! — Adieu,  my 
btber!  I  leel  the  shore  of  life  fly  before  me.  I  still  see 
f'ucile  1     I  see  her,  my  best  beloved  1 — my  Lucile.     My 
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bound  bands  embnca  yon,  smi  my  Berered  bead  rests  stQl 
upon  you  its  dying  eyes." 

xvn.  .    ' 

Danton,  reassured  by  die  interest  which  tbe  people 
ffrinced  for  him,  resembled  less  an  accused  man  than  a  se- 
ditious one  who  conveys  to  the  crowd  the  signal  of  insur- 
rection. The  windows  of  the  tribunal  were  open.  Dan- 
ton  heard  the  boQow  murmnr  of  the  multitude  around  the 
walls.  He  spoke  in  a  tone  to  be  beard  without  the  in- 
closure.  He  bawled  out  at  moments  so  loudly,  that  his 
voice  was  audible  beyond  the  Seine,  even  to  the  curious 
who  lounged  upon  the  quay  of  La  FerraiUe.  The  words 
which  he  pronounced  sped  from  month  to  mooth  among 
the  groups.  "  People,  exclaimed  Danton  to  the  people 
who  murmured  aronnd  him, "  be  silent  I  youmayjudge  me 
when  I  have  aaid  all.  My  voice  ought  not  only  to  be  beard 
by  you,  but  by  all  France."  The  tocsin  of  insurrection 
seemed  to  beatin  his  breast;  his  gesture  browbeat  the  judges, 
the  Juries,  and  the  auditory;  the  bell  of  the  president,  Her- 
mann, was  incessuilJy  ringing  to  impose  silence.  "  Do  you 
not  bear  the  bell  %"  said  he  to  him  once :  "  Presideot,"  said 
Danton  to  him,  "the  voice  of  a  man  who  defends  his  life 
ought  to  drown  the  noise  of  your  belL" 

Beside  a  skylight  of  the  printrng-bouse  of  the  tribunal, 
which  looked  upon  the  place  of  assembly,  many  members 
of  the  committee  were  present,  unseen,  at  this  drama.  Her^ 
mann  and  Fonquier  Tmville  appeared  disconcerted.  Pub- 
lic favor  returned  to  Danton.  He  felt  it,  and  redoubled  his 
insolence.  The  members  of  the  committee  made  a.  sign  to 
the  president  to  put  an  end  to  this  dangerons  dialogue  be- 
tween him  and  the  accused.  The  president  refiiaed  the  hb- 
erty  of  speech  to  CamiUe  Desmoulms,  who  rose  to  read  the 
defense  wbtcb  he  had  prepared.  Cauille  indignantly  re- 
seated himself,  and  tearing  the  writing  ^ich  he  held  in  his 
hand,  be  threw  the  morsels  of  it  upon  the  floor.  But  soon 
afterward,  as  if  he  had  altered  his  mind,  he  collected  them, 
and  rolling  the  papm'  into  tittle  balls  between  his  fingers,  he 
sommencml  throwing  them  at  the  head  of  Fouquier  Tin- 
ville.  Duiton  sat  down  and  did  the  same ;  not,  as  has  been 
nntil  now  believed,  from  a  cynical  and  puerile  play,  un- 
worthy of  the  man  and  of  the  nMment,  but  with  the  signifi- 
eant  and'  tragic  gesture  ef  an  aoousod  man,  who  has  bees 
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disamwd  of  the  maans  of  proring  bis  iimoceDce,  and  who 
throws,  in  a  fit  of  indigsatiim,  wtth  the  torn  pieces  of  his 
defense,  his  blood,  and  that  of  accvsed  companions,  in  tbo 
face  of  his  judges,  aa  a  veneeance  or  a  malediction. 

These  Atigments  of  the  defense  of  Camille  Desmoulins, 
gathered  together  afier  the  Aesembljr,  upon  the  platform  of 
nifl  tribunal,  hy  one  of  Dantoo'e  friends,  were  remitted  to 
Madame  Dnplesaia,  the  modier-in-law  of  Camille  Desmou- 
lins, and  reeomposed  entirely  by  that  lady,  to  call  upon  pos- 
terity for  vengeance  or  compaasioD.  They  carried  back  the 
accused  to  £eir  dungeons.  The  Committee  (rf*  Public 
Safety  alarmed,  dared  neither  support  a  longer  trial,  norin- 
teiTupt  it.  The  law  demanded  ttiat  the  debates  should  last 
at  least  three  days.  The  sitting  of  the  morrow  mi^t  be 
the  acquittal  and  the  triumph  of  the  Dantoniste.  A  fatal 
circumstance  aerred  the  impatience  of  the  Committee. 

The  deltmti*  of  the  Luxembourg,  filled  with  confidence  in 
the  popularity  of  Danton,  resolved  to  profit  by  the  emotion 
caused  by  his  trial,  to  get  up  a  movement  among  the  people, 
to  level  tyranny  and  escape  death.  A  nocturnal  conference 
took  place  in  the  chamber  of  General  Dillon,  between  Cbau- 
mette  and  some  of  the  principal  prisoDers,  They  had  con- 
certed widi  some  men  without.  The  wife  of  Camille  Des 
moulins  was  to  throw  herself  into  the  midst  of  the  people, 
to  excite  the  multitude  by  ber  beauty,  by  her  grief,  and  by 
her  voice,  and  to  excite  them  against  the  Convention.  An- 
toneUe,  the  ancient  president  of  tbe  Revolurionaiy  Tribunal, 
was  informed  of  the  conspiracy. 

A  prisoner  named  Lanotte  revealed  it,  and  SaintJust 
hastened  to  convoke  the  Convention.  Billaud-Yarennee  read 
Lafiotte's  letter,  and  the  Convention  decreed  that  all  who 
were  forewarned  of  the  conspiracy,  which  would  have  in- 
sulted national  justice,  should  be  placed  on  the  instant  with- 
out the  privilege  of  debate,  and  deprived  of  tbeir  right  of 
defense.  VaUier,  Amar,  and  Voullant,  membeia  of  the 
committees,  ran  instandy  to  bear  Fouquier  Tinville  the  de- 
cree, or  rather  the  sentence  of  death  of  the  accused. 

Fouquier  read  this  decree  before  the  juries.  Danton  rose. 
"  I  take  the  audience  to  vritness  that  we  have  not  insulted 
the  tribunal."  The  audience  confirmed  the  assertion  of 
Danton  by  its  applause.  The  indignant  crowd  agitated  and 
pressed  each  ouier,  as  if  to  bear  oS  the  accua^.  If  the 
wife  of  Camille  Desmoulins  bad  not  been  arrested  during 
the  nigb:,  if  she  had  given,  by  ber  presence,  one  voice  and 
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one  paafiioD  more  to  this  tumult,  the  aecaaed  would  have 
been  saved  and  the  committee  vaoquiBhed. 

But  all  became  calm  for  want  of  impulse. 

Datitou  in  vain  essayed  again  to  protest.  "One  day," 
said  he,  "  one  day  the  truth  will  be  known.  I  see  great  nus- 
fortunes  about  to  burst  upon  France.  Behold  the  dictator^ 
ship  !"  Then  perceiving  at  the  end  of  a  passage  Amar  and 
VouUant,  two  of  Robaspieire'fl  ibUoweo^  j  "  See,"  said  he, 
pcnndng  them  out  with  nis  clenched  hand,  "  see  those  cow- 
ardly assassinB — they  will  not  quit  us  until  death."  "  The 
wretches,"  exclaimed  Cainillo  Desmoulins,  "  not  content 
with  murdering  me,  they  deeire  etiU  to  murder  my  wife." 
The  tribunal  raised  the  sitlin?.  On  the  morrow,  three  days 
having  elapsed,  they  declared  the  debates  closed.  CamiDe 
Desmoulins,  clinging  to  his  bench,  conld  only  be  carried 
away  by  actual  force. 

The  juries  re-assembled.  They  deliberated  long.  They 
communicated  during  the  deliberation  with  the  enemies  of 
the  accused.  A  ternble  anxiety  weighed  apon  their  con- 
sciences. Kone  of  them  believed  in  Danton's  guilt ;  all  in 
bis  vices  and  his  power.  The  majority  appeared  inde- 
cisive. Sinister  colloquies  took  place  between  them,  to 
wring  mutually  from  each  other  the  life  or  death  of  these 
men.  SouberbieUe,  an  old  friend  of  the  accused,  hesitated 
among  a)1.  He  loved  Danton,  he  feared  Robespierre,  and 
be  adored,  above  all,  the  repablic.  In  the  agitation  of  hia 
mind,  he  walked  with  uncertain  steps  up  and  down  a 
corridor  which  led  to  the  hall  of  deliberation.  One  of  the 
colleagues  of  SouberbieUe,  Topino-Lebrun,  approached 
him.  "  Well,  SouberbieUe,"  said  Lebrun  to  him,  "  what 
do  you  do  hers  t"  "  I  am  pondering  upon  the  terrible  act 
which  they  desire  to  obtain  from  us,"  answered  Souber- 
bieUe. "And  I  have  reflected,"  returned  the  juryman. 
"What  have  you  decided  upon  t"  asked ■  SouberbieUe. 
"  I  have  said,"  repKed  the  juryman,  "  thb  is  not  a  trial,  it 
is  a  tneaaure.  Circumetances  have  brought  us  to  that 
pitch  when  justice  vanishes  to  allow  policy  to  reign.  Wa 
are  no  longer  jurymen,  wo  are-  statesmen.**  "  But,"  said 
SouberbieUe,  "  are  there  two  modes  of  justice  1  One  for 
the  low  and  another  for  the  high  1  And  does  innocence  in 
the  vulgar  become  crime  in  the  higher  classes  V  "  Bah,'* 
said  the  juryman  ;  "  these  subtleties  are  not  die  considera- 
tion, but  good  sense  and  patriotism.  "We  are  where  we 
are.     The  republic  is  in  on©  of  thoee  eitremitiea  whera 
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jnigateat  it  not  k  jostics  but  a  choice.  Danton  and  Robea- 
pieire  can  ao  longer  asree.  To  save  tbe  country  one  of 
tbem  must  perisb.  Well,  then,  ask  younelf,  as  a-  good 
patriot,  and  answer  younelf  ctmscieodously — wbicb  of  the 
two  do  you  beliere  to  be  at  this  moment  th«  mure  in- 
dispensable to  the  repuUic,  Robespierre  or  Danton  1" 
"  Robeapierie^"  answered  Sonberbielle  without  faesitatioD. 
"  Well,  then,  you  bare  judged,"  returned  Tt^ino-Lebrun, 
and  withdrew. 

ZVIII. 

Returned  to  tbmr  duBgef»a,  to  await  tbe  hour  c^  exe- 
cation,  tbe  craideiBned  threw  off  tbe  characteta  tbey  bad 
Bssnmed  in  public^  and  unreiled  tbemselvea  before  deatb. 
H^rault  de  Slichellce  was  immoTable  as  those  Romans 
whose  image  he  wore  in  bis  heart  A  pupil  of  Jean 
Jacques  Rousseau,  be  drew  from  bis  pocket  a  volume  of 
that  philosopher,  read  some  pages  of  it,  and  feCcitated 
himself  upon  leaving  a  world,  the  prejudices  and  super- 
stitions of  which  be  had  combated,  to  make  nature  and 
reason  prevail  tberNn.  No  tear  moistened  bis  counte- 
nance, no  aflectatioD  of  firmness  was  visible.  Westermann 
vras  intrepid.  Fhilif>peaux  smiled,  as  a  conscience  which 
tniata  in  its  good  actions.  Camille  Deainoulins  desired  to 
read  Young  and  Hervey,  those  two  poela  <i£  agony.  "  Yoa 
desire,  then,  to  die  twice,"  said  Weetermum,  jesdngly,  to 
bim;  but  the  book  fell  every  moment  from  the  bands  of 
Caniille.  He  reverted  incessantly  to  tbe  image  of  bis 
adored  and  captive  wit^,  of  his  orphan  child,  and  itf  his 
abandoned  motber-ln-la-w !  "  Ob  my  Lucile  t  Oh  my 
Horace  I"  he  cried,  bunting  into  teais  ;  "  what  will  be 
come  at  them  I" 

Danton  aflected  indifference.  He  uttered  words,  to  sur 
vive  him,  as  models  of  his  effigy  cast  from  the  brink  of  the 
tomb  to  posterity.  "  They  think  to  do  without  me,"  said 
fae:  "they  deceive  th«nselves.  I  was  the  statesman  of 
Surope.  Tbey  do  not  suspect  tbe  void  which  this  head 
leaves,"  said  he,  pressing  hia  cbeeka  between  the  palms  of 
his  large  hands.  "  As  to  me,  I  laugh  at  it,"  added  he,  in 
cynical  terms.  "  I  have  enjoyed  my  moments  of  existence 
well ;  I  have  made  pl^ity  of  noise  upon  earth ;  I  have 
taMed  well  of  hfe— let  us  go  to  sleep  I"  and  he  made  with 
his  head  and  anns  the  gesture  of  a  man  who  is  about  to 
repose  hiB  bead  apon  the  pillow. 
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XIX. 

At  four  o'clock  the  aasiataat  executioners  came  to  tie  the 
hands  of  the  condemned  and  cut  their  hair.  They  made 
no  reaistauce,  but  said  many  sarcastic  things  relative  tu 
their  funeral  toilet.  "  It  will  be  very  amusing  for  the  fools 
who  will  g>pe  at  uB  in  the  streets,"  said  Canton ;  "  we 
shall  appear  otherwise  in  the  eyes  c^  posterity."  He  showed 
no  other  faith  than  that  of  his  own  renown,  and  only 
seemed  deeiroaa  of  surrinng  in  his  memory.  His  immor- 
tality was  in  the  &ine  of  his  name. 

Camille  Desmonlina  conld  not  believe  ^at  Robespierre 
would  allow  a  man  lilce  him  to  be  executed,  and  hoped  to 
the  laat  moment  for  a  return  of  irienclahip.  He  had  only 
■poken  of  him  carefully  and  with  respect,  since  his  im- 
prisonment. He  had  only  made  complunt,  and  no  re- 
proaches, which  pride  would  revolt  at.  When  the  exe- 
cutioner laid  hands  on  Camille,  to  bind  him  as  well  as 
the  others,  he  straggled  desperately  against  the  prepara- 
tions, which  removed  all  hope,  and  assured  deeUh.  His 
imprecations  and  Ally  were,  for  die  moment,  suited  to  the 
siau^hter-bouse ;  and  it  waa  necessary  to  proetrate  him,  in 
ordbr  to  bind  him  and  crop  his  hair.  Tam^  and  boond, 
he  entreated  Danton  to  put  in  his  hand  a  lock  of  Xttcile's 
hair,  which  he  wore  under  his  clothes,  that  he  might  kiss 
secretly  what  was  hers  in  his  dying  moment.  Danton  per- 
formed this  pious  office,  and  then  submitted  to  his  bonds 
unresistingly.  One  cait  contained  alt  the  fourteen  con- 
demned men.  The  people  pointed  to  Danton,  and  re- 
spected itself  in  its  victim.  There  was  something  in  the 
punishment  which  resembled  die  suicide  of  a  people.  A 
few  men  in  tatters,  and  women  hired  for  the  occasion,  fol- 
lowed, showering  imprecations  and  hootings  on  the  con- 
demned. Camille  Desmoulins  never  ceaaed  vociferating 
and  addressing  the  multitude. 

"  Generous  people  I  unhappy  people!"  he  cried  ;  "you 
are  deceived;  yon  are  undone ;  your  best  fiiends  are  sac- 
rificed I  Recognize  me  I  Save  me  !  I  am  Camille  Desmou- 
lins !  It  was  I  who  called  you  to  arms  on  the  14th  July ;  it 
was  1  who  gave  you  the  national  cockade." 

Aa  he  spoke  and  gesticulated,  he  so  loosened  his  cords 
and  tore  and  tumbled  his  coat  tmd  his  shirt,  that  his  thin 
and  bony  chest  was  almoM  bare.  Since  the  display  of 
Madame  du  Bairy,  there  had  never  been  heard  such  cnes. 
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nor  such  coDvolsioDi  of  agonv  beheld.  The  mob  I'esponded 
by  insults.  Danton,  seatea  beside  Gsmille  DeamouUnB, 
compelled  hb  young  companion  to  sit  down,  and  reproach- 
«d  him  for  thia  vain  display  of  suppUcationa  and  despur. 
'-  Be  still,"  he  said  to  faim  emphadcally,  "  and  don't  heed 
this  filthy  crowd."  As  for  himself  he  cowed  the  multitude, 
not  with  words,  but  with  indifibronce  and  contempt.  As  he 
passed  beneath  the  windows  of  the  honse  where  Robes- 
■ierro  livod,  the  mob  was  doubly  vituperative,  as  if  to  do 
lomage  to  their  idol  by  the  punishment  of  hia  rival.  The 
■hutters  of  Duplay's  house  were  closed  at  the  hour  when 
the  carts  usually  pasaed  through  the  streets.  These  shouts 
made  Robespierre  turn  pale,  and  he  retired  to  an  apaitment 
in  which  these  cries  were  inaudible.  Overpowered  by  bo 
great  implacalnlity,  and  humiliated  by  so  much  blood  which 
spurted  forth  so  frequently  and  n  copiously  on  himself  that 
he  telt  the  compunctious  visitings  eitner  of  regret  or  shame. 
"Poor  Camille,"  said  he;  "and  I  could  not  save  him  I 
But  he  would  destroy  himself!  As  to  Daiitoo,"  he  added, 
"  I  know  he  but  clean  the  way  for  me ;  but  innocent  or 
gnilty,  we  must  all  give  our  heads  to  the  republic  The 
Kevolution  will  requite  its  own  on  the  other  aide  of  tha 
scaffold ;"  and  he  pretended  to  groan  over  what  he  styled 
the  cruel  exigenciea  of  the  countiy. 

XX. 

H^ravlt  de  S^chellee  was  the  first  to  alight  from  the  cert. 
With  the  impulse  and  calmness  of  a  iriendship  which  bringa 
heart  to  heart,  he  put  hia  iace  toward  Danton  to  kisa  him. 
The  executioner  came  between  them.  "  Brute,"  said 
Danton  to  the  headsman;  you  will  not  at  least  prevent  our 
heada  trom  kiseing  presently  in  the  baaket." 

Camille  DesmouUna  followed,  lie  had  resumed  his 
cahnness  at  the  last  moment.  He  pressed  in  hia  hand  hia 
wife's  hair,  aa  if  he  would  have  his  fingers  free  for  a  mo- 
ment to  put  it  to  his  lips.  He  drewnear  to  the  instrument 
of  death,  looked  tranquilly  on  the  blade  streaming  with  the 
blood  of  hia  fiiends ;  then  turning  toward  the  populace  and 
raising  hia  eyes  to  heaven, "  Look  on,"  he  said, "  at  the  end 
of  the  fiiBt  apoatle  of  liberty  ! — The  monBteiB  who  murder 
me  will  not  survive  me  long.  Send  thia  lock  of  hair  to  my 
mother-in-law ;"  he  then  said  to  the  executioner.  These 
were  his  laat  worda.     His  head  rolled  to  the  earth. 

Danton  ascetided  last.     Never  in  the  tribune  bed  he  been 
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mtae  hsagbty — more  impeding.  He  &ssained  a  lofty  air 
on  the  scalfold,  and  seemed  as  if  he  meaaared  out  bis  ped- 
estttl.  He  cast,  right  a&d  left  a  glance  of  pity,  and  seemed 
by  hia  attitude  to  say,  "  Look  at  me  well.  Yon  will  not 
look  upon  my  like  ^ain."  Bnt  natnre  for  a,  moment  over- 
came this  pride.  A  cry  escaped  him,  torn  Axhd  him  by  the 
remembrance  of  hie  yonng  wife.  "  Oh  my  best  beloved  I" 
he  exclaimed  with  moiatened  eyes,  "  I  shali  never  Bee  thee 
more  I"  Tbea,  aa  if  reproachiag  himself  for  his  weakaeea, 
he  said  alond :  "  Come,  come,  Danton,  no  weakness." 
Then  he  tamed  toward  the  headsman,  and  said,  with  an 
air  of  authority:  "  Ton  will  show  my  head  to  the  peof^e — 
it  will  be  well  worth  the  displayl"  His  bead  fell,  and  the 
executioDOT  complying  with  his  last  wish,  caoght  it  f^m 
the  basket,  and  carried  it  roand  the  scaffold — the  mob  ap- 
pUaded  I    Tbua  end  favourites  I 

Thus  died  on  the  stage,  before  the  multitude,  tbe  man  for 
whom  the  scaffold  was  also  a  theater,  and  who  desired  to 
die  applauded,  at  the  close  of  the  tragic  drama  of  bis  life, 
aa  he  had  been  at  ihe  beginniag  and  in  the  middle.  His 
only  deficiency,  as  a  great  man,  was  virtue.  He  had  its  na* 
ture,  cause,  genius,  exterior,  destiny,  death,  but  not  its  con- 
science. He  played  the  gi'eat  man,  but  was  not  one. 
There  Is  nn  greatness  in  a  part — there  is  ^eatneaa  only  in 
tlie  aAual  iaitb.  Danton  had  the  feeling,  frequently  the 
passion  of  liberty,  but  not  the  faith,  for  internally  he  pro- 
fessed no  worship  but  that  of  renown. 

Tbe  Revolution  was  with  him  an  instinct  and  not  a  reli- 
gion. He  served  it  as  the  wind  serves  the  tempest,  by  ele- 
vating the  foam  and  sporting  with  the  waves.  Ho  only 
understood  its  movement  and  not  its  direction.  He  had  its 
intoxication  rather  than  its  love.  He  represented  the  masses 
ind  not  the  superiorities  of  the  epoch.  He  displayed  the 
agitation,  force,  ferocity,  generosity,  all  in  turns,  of  these 
masses.  A  man  of  temperament,  rather  than  of  thought, 
more  elemental  than  intelligent,  he  was  still  a  statesman, 
beyond  any  of  those  who  tried  to  handle  and  manage  men 
and  ibioga  in  those  times  of  Utopiaoism.  He  was  even  a 
greater  statesman  than  Mirabeau,  if  by  that  appellation  We 
mean  the  man  who  understands  tbe  mechanism  of  govern- 
ment independently  of  its  ideal :  he  bad  political  instinct. 
He  had  drawn  from  Machiavelii  those  maxima  which  teach 
all  that  power  or  tyranny  may  effect  in  states.  He  knew 
the  vices  and  waaknessefl  of  people,  but  not  their  virtue* 
VOL.  iiiv— R. 
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He  undantood  nothing  of  wbat  forau  ibe  holioeM  of  gor- 
ernmeDtH,  for  ho  did  not  lee  God  in  men,  but  merely  chance. 
He  w»  one  of  the  admirore  of  andeiU  fortmu,  who  adored 
in  her  the  deity  of  succeu  only.  He  felt  hia  yalua  as  a 
statesmui,  with  the  greater  complacency  aa  democracy  waa 
further  beneath  him.  He  admired  himself  aa  a  gianl 
among  the  dwarfs  of  people.  He  displayed  bis  superiorilj 
as  a  pameiut  of  genius,  and  was  aalonished  at  himself.  H« 
crushed  others,  proclaiming  himself  to  be  the  head  of  the 
republic.  After  haTing  caressed  populanty.  ho  braved  il 
as  a  wild  boast  which  he  dared  to  devour  him.  His  vice 
was  as  bold  as  his  brow.  He  had  pushed  political  diatrusl 
even  to  crime  in  the  tolerated  days  of  September.  He  had 
defied  remorse,  but  it  overcame  him — he  was  beset  by  it. 
Blood  followed  hia  footsteps.  A  secret  horror  mingled  with 
the  admiration  he  inspired.  He  felt  this,  end  sought  to 
separate  himself  from  his  past  Uncultivated  in  hia  nati^re, 
h«  had  impulses  of  humanity  as  bo  had  of  fury.  He  had 
low  vices  but  generous  passions — in  a  word,  he  had  a  heart 
This  heart  in  his  latter  days  returned  to  God  through  sen- 
sibility, pity,  and  lore.  He  doaerved  at  the  same  time  cursea 
and  pity.  He  was  the  Colossus  of  the  Revolution, — the 
head  of  gold,  bosom  of  flnsh,  loins  of  brass,  feet  of  clay.  He 
prostrated,  the  apes  of  the  Convention  appeared  lowered. 
He  had  been  its  clouds,  lightning,  thnoder.  In  loaiiig  him 
the  mountain  lost  its  summit. 


BOOK  LVI. 

L 
Danton  was  hardly  dead  when  terror  appeared  to  re- 
vive from  the  very  eflorts  which  he  had  made  to  appease 
it.  Twenty-seven  accused,  of  all  ranks,  of  all  opiniom. 
and  of  each  sex,  crammed  together  pile-mSe  in  the  prisot. 
of  the  Luxembourg,  under  pretext  of  conspiracy,  were 
conducted  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  There  were  the 
General  Arthur  Dillon,  Chaumette,  the  aids-de-camp  ot 
Ronsin,  General  Beysser,  the  Bishop  of  Paris,  Qobel ;  the 
two  comedians  Grammont,  the  son  and  the  iather;    La- 

Ealas,  the  widow  of  Hebert,  and  lastly  the  wiie  of  Camiiie 
lesmnulins.  Their  common  crime  was  limited  to  some 
imprudent  aspirations  for  their  own  deliverance,  or  for  iae 
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deliverance  of  those  who  were  dear  to  them.  Their  Mjil 
crime  was  the  diBquielude  which  the  emotion  of  the  people 
St  the  voice  of  Danton  had  caused  in  the  evening  to  the 
masters  of  the  Convention.  They  desired  to  shed  blood 
plentifully  upon  the  ashes  of  the  tribune,  to  exttnguisb 
them. 

Almost  all  were  condemned.  The  young  nun  who  bore 
the  name  of  Hubert  did  not  attempt  to  avoid*  her  fate. 
She  desired  not  to  prolong  a  life,  stifled  from  infancy  in 
the  cloister,  disgraced  in  the  world  by  the  name  she  bore, 
and  divided  between  horror  and  love  for  the  memory  of 
her  husband — unhappy,  in  fact,  on  every  point.  "  I  owed 
nothing  to  the  Revolution  but  a  gleam  of  liberty  and  un> 
happiness,"  said  she  to  her  companion  in  grief^  Lucile 
Desmoulins ;  "  it  is  frightful  to  love  a  man  whom  all  the 
world  ahhora.  Hia  memory  never  will  be  forgiven  me  ;  I 
aball  die  to  expiate  perhaps  the  excesses  which  1  have  the 
most  deplored.  You,  Madame,"  added  she, "  you  are  happy. 
No  charge  can  arise  against  you.  You  will  not  be  taken 
from  your  children — you  vrill  live."  Lucile  Desmoulins 
did  not  indulge  this  hope.  She  bad  learned  from  the  death 
of  her  husband  the  value  of  Robespierre's  friendships. 
"  The  cowards  will  kill  me,"  replied  she  to  her  companion 
of  the  scaffiild  ;  but  they  know  not  that  the  blood  of  a  wo- 
man causes  indignation  to  rise  in  the  souls  of  a  people. 
Was  it  not  the  blood  of  a  woman  which  drove  forever  the 
Tarqutns  and  the  decemvirs  from  Rome  1  Let  them  kill 
me,  and  let  tyranny  fall  with  me."  These  two  widows  of 
the  two  men  who  reviled  each  other  a  few  days  previously, 
and  whose  mutual  animosity  bad  led  to  their  common  de 
struction,  exemplified  one  of  the  most  cruel  sports  of  fate. 
Tbey  had  perhaps  applauded,  some  months  before,  the 
sacrifice  of  the  queen,  and  the  death  of  Madame  Roland. 
They  now  comprehended  misery  by  their  own  hearts. 
Crime  and  vengeance  were  afctn  in  these  catastrophes  of 
terror,  when  days  did  the  work  of  years.  In  vain  the  mo- 
ther of  Lncile,  the  beantiful  and  unfortunate  Ma<lam  Dn- 
plessis,  addressed  herself  to  all  the  friends  of  Robespierre, 
m  order  to  awaken  in  him  a  remembrance  of  their  former 
relationship.  Every  door  was  closed  to  the  name  of  the 
relatives  of  Camille  and  of  Danton. 

"  Robespierre,"  she  wrote  at  last,  "  is  it  not  enough  to 
have  assassinated  your  best  friend,  do  you  desire  also  the 
blood  of  his  wife,  of  my  daughter  t     Your  monster  Fou- 
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□iiierTitivillflhujuit  ordered  her  to  be  led  to  the  scaffbld. 
Two  boun  more,  aad  site  wilt  uot  be  in  existence.  ^[>bes- 
pierre,  if  you  are  not  b  tiger  in  buman  shspe— tf  the  bluod 
of  Camilla  baa  uot  inebriated  you  to  the  point  of  losing 
your  reaaoii  entirely — if  you  recall  atill  our  evenings  of  in- 
timacy— if  you  recall  to  yourself  the  caresaea  you  lavished 
upon  cbe  little  Horace,  and  how  you  delighted  to  hold  him 
upon  youi*  knees — and  if  you  remember  that  you  were  to 
have  been  my  son-in-law,  spare  an  innocent  victim !  But 
if  thy  fury  is  that  of  a  lion,  come  and  take  us  also;  myself 
Adcle  (ber  other  daughter),  and  Horace;  come  and  tear 
us  away,  with  thy  hands  still  reeking  iu  the  blood  of  Ca^ 
mille.  Come,  come,  and  let  one  single  tomb  reunite  us 
alll" 

II. 
This  letter  remained  unanswered.  Robespierre,  to 
whom  his  fatal  concessions  to  a  popularity  which  be  ought 
to  have  repudiated  at  this  price,  left  neither  right  of  pos 
aesaing  memory,  indulgence,  or  pity,  either  did  not  receive 
it,  or  feigned  ignorance.  He  was  silent.  Lucile,  seated 
the  side  of  Madame  Hubert  in  the  car  of  the  candemn- 
.  wsa  conducted  to  the  scaffold.  She  did  not  die  for 
glory,  but  for  her  love.  It  was  not  opinion,  it  was  nature, 
uiat  death  struck  in  her.  She  was  bewailed,  and  was,  per 
haps,  the  victim  most  bitterly  avenged  some  months  after 
ward.  This  blood  of  woman  discolored  the  other.  It 
ranked  a  whole  sex  against  the  assassins  of  youth,  inno- 
cence,-and  love.  The  death  of  Lucile  vras  the  most  ela 
quent  page  of  the  Vieux  Cordelier. 

in. 

The  committees  trembled.  They  dreaded  in  Paris  and 
in  the  departments  the  recoil  of  the  blow  that  struck  Dan- 
ton.  Hie  condemnation  waa  a  coup  d'etat.  How  would  it 
be  accepted  %  The  committees  knew  not  sufficiently  the 
servility  of  fear.  Their  success  exceeded  their  confidence. 
A  cry  of  adulation  appeared  alone  to  arise  toward  them 
from  all  the  clubs  of  the  republic.  The  memory  of  Dan- 
ton  had  no  longer  friends.  Legendre  himself  redeemed 
by  the  greatest  baseness  the  show  of  independence  which 
he  had  dared  to  display.  He  besieged  Robespierre  with 
his  repentance ;  he  disgusted  him  with  servility.  "  I  have 
been  the  friend  of  Danton  as  long  as  I  thought  him  pure." 


% 
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Baid  he ;  "  now  there  is  not  a  mui  in  the  whole  republic 
more  convinced  of  hia  crimea  than  niyBel£" 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  ruling  henceforth  in 
the  ioteriur,  directed  all  their  atteaiion  to  the  frontiera. 

Saint-Just,  the  arm  of  Robespierre,  again  set  out  for  the 
armj.  The  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1794  called  the 
eye  and  the  band  of  the  Convention  to  that  quarter.  Tha 
coalesced  forces,  observing  always  a  jealous  regard  be- 
tween themselves,  and  relying  upon  the  intestine  divisions 
of  France,  had  ventured  on  no  plan  during  the  winter. 
They  contented  tbenwelvea  with  preserving  their  positions, 
and  accumulating  their  forces.  Their  nlan  was  to  march 
en  laatte  upon  Landreuies,  and  thence  upon  Paris  bj  Laos. 
Their  armies  were  composed,  in  the  month  of  March,  of 
sixty  thousand  men,  Austrian!  or  emigrants,  upon  the 
Rhine,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  ^  Saxe-Tescfaen  ; 
of  sixty-Gve  thousand  Frueaians  arout>d  Mayence,  in  the 
Luxembourg,  and  upon  the  Sambre,  commanded  by  Bean>' 
lieu,  Blankenstein,  and  the  Pi-ince  of  Kannitz ;  and  lastly, 
^of  twenty  thousand  difierent  contingents  of  the  coalition, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Prince  of  Cubour^  and  of  Clair- 
fayt,  mancBuvring  between  Queenoy  and  the  Scheldt.  The 
French  army  was  divided  into  the  army  of  the  Haul  Rbin, 
consisting  of  sixty  thousand  men ;  the  army  of  Moselle,  of 
fifty  thousand  ;  the  army  of  Ardennes,  of  thirty  thousand ; 
and  the  army  of  the  North,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand. Hostilities  commenced  by  a  march  of  the  altiee  up- 
on Landrecies.  This  movement  caused  the  republican 
army  to  retreat.  The  enemy  invested  Landrecies.  Our 
center,  thus  repulsed,  left  our  two  win^  open,  and  without 
connection  with  the  principal  body.  Pichegra,  sot  havinB 
been  able  to  re-establish  his  center  in  a  first  attack,  and 
convinced  that  be  would  not  succeed  by  a  direct  action  in 
raising  the  blockade  of  Landrecies,  resolved  on  a  bold  di- 
version by  invading  maritime  F!andei-s,  and  thus  recalling 
from  that  side  the  principal  forces  of  the  enemy.  During 
these  combats,  the  Generals  Souham  and  Moreau  passed 
the  Lys  and  the  canal  of  Loo  with  filty  thousand  fighting 
men,  surprised  Clairfayt,  and  look  from  hira  CiiurttBy  and 
Menin,  Pichegru,  availing  himself  of  these  first  succesa- 
es,  had  no  fear  of  leaving  the  road  to  Paris  entirely  open, 
by  pushing  forward  the  whole  of  his  corps  d'armee  to  sssist 
Moreau  and  Souham.  If  Cobourg  dares  to  peuetrate 
into  France,  thought  Fiohegru,  he  will  find  himaelf  he 
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tween  Paris  and  a  French  army  of  a  handred  and  tweatj 
thousand  men,  who  would  cut  him  off  from  Flsndera  and 
Gennsny. 

J  This  daring  succeeded.  The  defiance  was  not  accepted 
by  the  Prince  of  Cobourg.  He  caused  his  army  to  turn, 
in  order  to  fidlow  Pichegm,  and  surround  him  in  his  con- 
quests. 

IV. 
One  single  conncil  of  war,  held  at  Toamay,  and  on 
ffnich  occasion  the  emperor  was  present,  resolved  upon  a 
Dew  plan  of  campaign,  which  they  called  the  plan  of  de- 
struction of  the  French  army.  The  army  once  surrounded 
snd  destroyed,  the  coalesced  forces  flattered  themselves, 
that  the  soil  of  France,  drained  uf  patriotiam  and  blood, 
would  not  produce  more;  and  that  toe  arms  of  the  Revo- 
lution once  dismembered,  they  could  strike  her  to  the 
luesrt.  They  advanced  in  six  columns  against  the  army  of 
the  North,  which  they  expected  to  meet  between  Menin 
and  Courtray.  Pichegm  was  absent  at  this  moment  with 
his  corps  upon  the  Sambre.  Moreau  and  Sonham  baffled 
the  plans  of  the  coalesced  forces,  and  fought  combinedly 
the  oilferent  separated  cdunma,  of  which  they  thus  pre- 
vented the  junction.  They  carried  the  victory  of  Turcomg, 
and  routed  the  English  army  at  Waterloo.  The  Duke  of 
York,  wbo  commanded  this  army,  only  oned  his  safety  to 
the  speed  of  his  horse.  Three  thousand  prisoners  and 
sixty  pieces  of  cannon  remuned  as  spoils  to  the  republi- 
cans. The  glory  of  France  shone,  under  Moreau  and 
Pichegru,  on  the  spot  where  it  was  eventually  doomed  to 
blench,  after  so  much  idat,  under  Napoleon.  The  site  of 
Waterloo  was  marked  by  triumphs  and  reverses  on  the 
chart  of  our  destinies.  Moieau,  charged  with  the  siege 
of  Ypres,  repulsed  Clairiajt,  who  came  to  succor  the  town, 
at  the  head  of  thirty  thousand  soldiers.  Ho  took  the  place 
after  obsdnate  assaults,  and  made  six  thousand  priBonera. 

V. 
During  these  operations  Camot  had  his  eyes  upon  (he 
Sambre,  so  often  passed  and  repassed,  and  which  seemed 
the  fsial  boundary  disputed  between  the  coalition  and  the 
republic.  Camot  had  sent  Jourdan  there,  ao  unjustly 
deprived  of  his  command  of  the  army  of  the  North,  and 
wbo  was  afterward  named  by  Camot  general  of  the  army 
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of  Sambre-et-Meiue.  Jourdan  knew  only  how  to  avenga 
himaelf  of  his  ungrstefiil  country  hy  protecting'  hor  with  bu 
•word  and  his  geains. 

Saint-JuHt  sad  Lebas,  present  in  the  midst  of  the  feeble 
corps  which  covered  this  river,  incessantly  threw  them  on 
the  other  side,  to  lancb  the  war  upon  the  enemy's  ground. 
Jourdan,  arriving  with  fifty  thousand  men  from  tM  array 
of  Ardennes,  resolvfed  to  pass  the  Sambre,  according  to  the 
vote  of  the  representatives.  Marceau  and  Dnhesme  drove 
back  the  Aastrinns  at  Thuin  and  at  Lobbes.  They  thus 
favored  the  passage  of  the  Sambre  for  the  army  which 
followed  them.  But,  abandoned  by  the  troops  of  Genera) 
Desjardine,  which  ill-combined  arrangetnsnts  kept  back, 
they  repassed  the  river  to  rally  with  the  main  body.  The 
impatient  Saint-Just  again  showed  the  Sambre  or  death  to 
the  generals  Gharbonnier  and  Desjardins.  They  rushed 
forward  on  the  30th  of  May  across  the  river.  Encamped 
apon  the  enemy's  bank,  and  abuttin?an  the  Sambre,  Char- 
honaier  and  Desjardins  detached  Kl^ber  and  Marceau, 
under  an  order  of  a  council  of  war,  to  go  and  revictual  the 
army  on  the  side  of  Frasnes.  Attacked,  during  this  im- 
prudent dismemberment,  by  the  Austrians,  the  French 
were  thrown  into  the  river,  and  only  owed  their  safety  to 
the  return  of  K)6her  and  to  the  valor  of  Bemadotte,  who 
were  recalled  by  the  noise  of  the  cannon.  The  Sambre, 
Stained  with  French  blood,  rolled  once  more  between  tihe 
enemy  and  us. 

In  vain  Jourdan  approached.  The  ardor  of  Saint-Just 
would  not  allow  him  to  wait.  "Charleroi!  Charleroi!" 
repeated  he  incessantly  to  the  generals,  like  Cato  to  the 
Bomatm  in  the  council  of  war:  "arrange  yourselves  as 
you  will,  but  a  victory  mnst  be  obtained  for  the  republic" 
KMber  repassed  on  the  26th  of  May,  and  waited  for  three 
hours  under  the  grape  frotn  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance  for 
the  columns  which  should  follow  him.  Crushed  at  length 
by  new  batteries,  which  rent  the  two  flanks  of  his  advanced 
guard,  he  was  obliged  to  retreaL  On  the  S9th,  Saint-Just 
made  Marceau  and  Duhesme  pass  over.  The  heads  of 
their  columns  rushing  against  thirty  thousand  men  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  returned  in  disorder.  Joardao  arrived 
in  the  midst  of  these  useless  assaults.     Saint-Just  instantly 

S reclaimed  Jourdan  general  of  the  army  of  Sambre-et- 
[euse,  and  at  the  same  time  of  the  army  of  the  North. 
He  placed  him  over  all  the  generals  and  all  the  corp& 
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He  gKTB  bimthe  dictmtorriiip  of  the  campain).  JonrJaa 
brougfat  to  tfafl  uriiitary  iiMtinct  of  Saiotjiut'thc  sdance  of 
a  general  aad  the  number  of  bactaliona.  Ha  pasaed  tho 
Sambre  a  sixth  time,  and  msrched  npon  Charieroi  Bur- 
roondad  by  eigbty  tfaouaand  men. 

Jonrdan  commenced  bombarding  the  town,  and  ptac«d 
bis  eorpi  d'armie  in  preparation  of  approaching  battle, 
wben  attacked,  unexpectedly,  without  ^mmunkioD,  wtthout 
batteriM,  without  eupport,  and  without  establithed  eon- 
iMction  with  all  his  own  forcas,  thnndared  npon  by  the 
masses  of  thre«  huatile  armieB,  he  was  obliged,  deajMie  the 
wodigies  of  skill  and  valor  of  Kl^ber,  of  Msrceau,  <rf' 
Dufaesme,  of  Lefebvre,  and  of  Macdomild,  to  retrograde 
upon  the  valley  of  the  Sambre,  and  to  cover  himself  anew 
by  its  waters.  Saint-Just,  irritated,  although  a  witness  of 
the  intrepidity  c4  the  troops  and  the  obedience  of  the  gen- 
erals, trembled  lest  the  news  of  this  reverse  shoiild  render 
the  committee  and  Robeapierre  unpopular.  He  had  fotight 
himself  as  a  hero,  but  glory  was  Botbing  without  triumph. 
Victory  for  Saint-Just  was  policy.  His  field  of  battle  wa> 
in  Pans.  He  found  nothing  imposaible  in  what  was  ueces- 
eary  to  the  republic  Camot  constantly  wrote  to  him,  "A 
yicUaj  upon  the  Sambre,  or  anarchy  in  Paris.'' 

At  last,  on  the  18th  of  June,  Jourdan,  having  reunited  in 
two  days  his  parks  of  artillery,  his  reinforcements,  and  bis 
amoiuDitiou,  profited  by  the  confidence  which  hia  success 
had  given  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  to  repass  the  Sambre, 
and  advance  upon  Cttarlerd.  The  Prince  of  Cobourg  had 
detached  the  greater  part  of  faia  battalion*  and  aquadrans  ' 
to  go  and  fortify  Clair&yt  against  Fichegni.  Jourdan 
invested  Cbarleroi,  and  cut  off  the  villages  which  covered 
the  trout  of  his  camp,  especially  Fleurus.  In  the  center 
of  his  line  he  armed  a  redoubt  of  eighteen  pieces  of  large 
calibre,  which  stopped  the  fire*  of  Charleroi.  This  place 
rendei-ed  itself  to  Saint-Just  on  the  same  day.  Saint-Just 
showed  himself  generous  toward  the  garrisM).  He  per- 
mitted it  to  depart  with  arms  and  baggage.  At  the  mo- 
ment when  it  evacuated  the  place  in  defiling  before  the 
represeatative  of  the  people,  the  sound  of  cannon,  which 
boomed  iu  the  distance,  announced  a  tardy  succor  to 
Charleroi,  and  an  approaching  battle  to  Jourdan. 

VI. 
It  was  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  who  atrived,  and  wli^ 
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fomuDg  faie  junction  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  c 
cannoDading  the  adranced  posia  of  the  French  armjr. 
Jaovdan  had  disposed  his  troops  in  the  shape  of  a  cres- 
cent; his  two  wings  Jeuned  upon  the  Ssmbre,  which  they 
could  not  repaas,  and  thus  had  but  the  option  between 
Tlctory  and  destruction.  Marcean,  Lefebvre,  Champion' 
net,  and  Kl^ber,  commanded  these  different  corps,  and 
dated  from  this  battle  the  first  glory  of  their  names ;  in- 
trenchmentB  connected  by  strong  redoubts,  and  defended 
by  chtwen  troops,  covered  the  two  advanced  extremities  of 
onr  wings,  ana  the  whole  center  of  the  position. 

The  Prince  of  Cobourg  renewed,  on  this  occasion,  tbs 
eternal  routine  of  ancient  war,  by  dividing  his  forces  and 
his  attacks.  He  divided  his  eighty  thousand  men  into  five 
columns,  which  advanced  in  a  semi-circle,  in  order  to  Bp> 
proach  the  French  army  upon  all  points  at  once.  The 
Prince  of  Orange,  General  Quasnodowich,  the  Prince  of 
Kaunitz,  the  Archduke  Charles,  brother  of  the  emperor, 
and  General  Beaulieu,  commanded  each  one  of  these 
columns  of  attack.  These  columns  all  advanced  after  mo- 
mentary  successes  and  reverses,  against  the  republican 
tfoops.  Championnet,  broken  for  a  moment,  retised  be- 
hind the  intrench  raents.  The  space  which  Championnet 
left  void,  suddenly  inundated  by  an  immense  body  of  Aus- 
triat]  cavalry,  became  the  center  of  the  field  of  battle. 
The  fate  of  the  combat  which  Lefebvre  and  Championnet 
were  engaged  in  against  these  massee  was  vailed  to  Jonrdan 
under  clouds  of  smoke.  At  this  moment  above  this  smoke 
was  seen  to  rise  a  balloon,  which  bore  officers  of  the 
French  stafil  Camot  had  desired  to  apply  this,  then  sterile 
invention  of  the  aeronaut,  to  the  ait  of  war.  This  move- 
able ptHnt  of  observation,  sailing  above  the  camps  end 
braving  the  balls,  was  to  enlighten  the  genius  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. The  Austrians  directed  projectiles  to- 
ward the  balloon,  and  forced  it  to  ascend  to  a  prodigious 
height  in  order  to  avoid  them.  The  officers  who  had  as- 
cendec  in  it  recognized,  nevertheless,  the  perilous  situation 
of  BLl^ber,  and  descended  to  inform  Jourdan.  That 
general  instantly  moved  forward  with  his  reserve,  com- 
posed of  six  battalions  and  six  squadrons,  to  the  relief  of 
Championnet,  and  re-entered  with  him,  at  full  charge,  and 
ovBT  heaps  of  dead  bodies,  the  abandoned  positions.  The 
chief  redoubt  thus  reconquered,  plowed  up  with  cannoo- 
httUs  tbs  dwp  AiMttiMi  linM.    llie  Franch  oavalry  mthed 
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Kt  full  gallop  into  the  breaches,  engaged  them  raber  in  bind, 
and  bore  on  fifty  pieces  of  artillery.  Sut  altlie  moment  when 
Jourdan  pierced  this  boatilo  ceoter,  the  Prince  of  Lam- 
besc,  at  the  head  of  the  carabiniers,  and  of  the  imperial 
•iuirassiera  united,  fell  apon  ifae  French  cavalrj,  and  took 
from  him  his  victory  and  his  apoils.  We  commenced  to 
give  ground,  when  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  perceiving  the 
tri-colored  flag  which  waved  over  the  ramparta  of  Char- 
leroi,  and  seeing  thus  the  fruit  of  the  day  and  of  the  cam- 
paign wrested  from  the  coaleeced  army,  sounded  a  retreat, 
and,  in  yielding  up  the  field  of  battle,  yielded  also  the  name 
of  Fleurus,  and  the  honor  of  the  victory,  to  Jourdan. 

VII. 
Twenty  thousand  dead  bodies  covered  this  field  of  battle. 
Tbia  victory  gave  Belgium  again  to  us,  and  was  not  slow 
it  making  Uie  French  towns  which  had  been  momentarily 
invaded  by  the  foreigner,  return  to  the  laws  of  the  Con- 
▼ention.  Fichegru,  Camot,  and  Saint-Just  resolved  to 
reunite  the  army  of  the  north  to  the  army  of  Sambre  and 
Meuae,  to  lead  Pichegru  to  the  coDquest  of  Holland,  to 
separate  Clairfayt  from  the  Duke  of  York,  and  thus  to  cut 
into  pieces  the  grand  army  of  the  coalition,  to  make  the 
provinces  of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  Netherlands  revolt  in 
their  hand,  to  profit  by  the  hesitation  of  Prussia;  to  detaob 
Austria  from  the  bonds  of  our  enemies,  and  to  lisi«n  to 
the  pacific  resolutions  which  the  emperor  began  to  make 
to  Itobespierre. 

VIII. 

The  only  real  danger  of  the  republic,  during  the  last 
months  of  the  precedmg  campaign,  had  been  the  blockade 
of  Landan,  and  the  occupation  of  the  lines  of  Weissem- 
bourg,  these  doors  of  our  valleys  of  the  Rhine  and  of  the 
Vosges.  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  resolved  then 
to  make  desperate  efforts  to  reconquer  this  position,  and  to 
raise  the  blockade  of  Landau. 

The  command  of  the  army  of  the  Moselle,  destined  to 
form  its  jun<»ion  with  that  of  Pichegru,  by  liberating  the 
Vosges,  was  given  by  Camot  to  the  young  General  Hoche, 
who,  by  his  exploits  in  the  army  of  the  north,  had  signal- 
ised himself  to  tbe  republic.  At  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
Hoche,  with  the  mettle  of  his  age,  possessed  tbe  maturity 
of  old  generals.     The  fire  of  Uie  rsfrolutiou  enlightauad 
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bis  souL  He  a«w  in  glory  only  the  Bptcndor  of  liberty. 
H«  seized  the  command  as  one  accepts  a  duty.  In  bia 
heart  he  gare  bia  life  to  the  republic,  in  return  for  the 
honor  it  lud  accorded  to  him.  The  soldiers,  who  saw  in 
bim  to  what  rank  a  soldier  might  rise,  ratified  by  acclama- 
don  the  choice  of  the  Commiuee. 

Baudot  and  Lebae,  struck  with  the  decision  and  good 
fimune  of  Hoche's  manceurres,  awarded  to  bim  at  Piche- 
^ru's  expense  the  command  of  the  united  armies.  Hoche 
attacked,  at  the  same  time,  the^ulk  of  the  Prnssians  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Weissembourg,  and  the  Austriana 
encamped  in  front  of  the  Lauter,  between  Weissemboui^ 
and  the  Rhine.  Desaix  and  Michaux,  his  lieutenants, 
rushed  upon  these  lines,  broke  through  them,  and  entered 
victoriously  into  Weissembourg.  The  blockade  of  Landau 
was  raised.  The  Austrians  repassed  the  line.  The  Prus- 
sians retired  to  Mayence.  The  old  Duke  of  Brunswick, 
who  led  them,  resigned  his  command,  humbled  at  having 
been  defeated  by  a  general  of  twenty-aix  years  of  age. 

IX. 
Bat  after  these  exploits,  which  bad  purged  the  foit  of 
the  republic,  and  placed  two  armies  in  the  hands  of  a 
youth,  envy  attached  itself  to  the  young  General  Hoche. 
Saint-Jast  and  Robespierre,  jealous  of  his  ascendency  over 
the  troops,  and  yielding  to  the  insinuations  of  Pichegru, 
caused  bim  to  be  carried  off,  like  Gustine,  in  the  middle 
of  his  camp.  Sent  thence  to  the  army  of  the  Alps,  Hoche 
was  again  arrested  on  his  arrival  at  Kice.  They  brought 
him  back  to  Paris,  He  vras  imprisoned  in  the  Carmes. 
Some  days  afterward,  a  more  severe  order  caused  bim  to 
be  transported  to  the  Conciergerie,  his  hands  bound  like 
a  vile  criminal.  He  had  languished  there  for  five  months 
St  the  period  we  touch  upon  in  this  recital.  The  man  who 
had  saved  tbe  republic,  and  who  had  no  other  crime  than 
his  glory,  awuted,  daily,  condemnation  as  tbe  price  of 
services  rendered  to  his  country.  Hoche,  viiio  bad  been 
only  some  mouths  married  to  a  young  woman  of  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  whom  be  had  espoused  without  any 
other  dowry  than  her  love  and  beauty,  only  corresponded 
with  her  by  laconic  notes  clandestinely  conveyed  from  his 
wardens.  He  lived  upon  the  bread  of  tbe  prison.  Ha 
was  compelled  to  sell  his  charger  to  exist.  He  supported 
this  iodiijence,  this  privation,  and  this  prospect  of  con- 
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damiiBtioii,  without  blaapfaemiDg  tfa«  rvpublic,  even  in 
•ilence.  "  Id  republics,"  he  vrroia  to  bis  Mife,  "  the 
genera],  who  is  too  much  belored  bj  the  trot^  which  he 
cooitiMnda,  is  alwaja  juHly  siupicioua  to  those  who  goTern. 
You  know  it.  It  is  certain  thu  liberty  might  incur  dauger 
fW>m  the  ambition  of  such  a  man,  if  he  were  ambitiouB." 
These  confidential  letters  of  Hoche  are  full  of  the  senti- 
ment of  antiquity.  These  montha  in  prison,  and  this  shade 
of  the  Bcafibld,  ripened  in  Hoche  die  hero,  who  was  sooa 
to  BtiOe  civil  war,  as  mucrby  genefonty  a*  by  fore*. 

X. 

After  the  winter  qoarterB  of  1793  to  1794,  our  othei 
frontiers  presented  the  same  security  aa  thoae  of  the  Rhine. 
In  Savoy,  Creneral  Dumas  possessed  himaelf  of  the  heigbta 
of  the  Alps,  and  threBteoed  from  the  summit  of  Saint- 
Bernard,  and  of  Mont-Ceois,  the  Fiedmontese,  allies  of 
Austria.  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  meditated  the 
invasion  of  Italy.  Maasena  and  Sermrier  opened  to  ua, 
step  by  step,  access  to  the  coast  of  Nice.  Bonaparte,  who 
was  then  but  chef  Je  batailltm  in  this  array,  sent  plans  to 
Camot  and  to  Barraa.  TbeBo  plans  revealed  in  the  on- 
known  young  officer  the  future  genius  of  invaaian.- 

lu  La  Vendue,  the  incendiary  columns  of  tha  repab- 
licans  carried  fire  and  death  in  every  direction.  The 
^eneral-in-chief,  d'Elb£e,  fell  into  their  power,  and  was 
■hot  at  Nantes. 

In  the  Pyrenees,  the  army  of  Spain,  deprived  by  death 
of  its  two  generals,  Ricardos  and  O'Reilly,  covered  itself 
by  the  river  Tech  from  the  attacks  of  Augereau,  of  Perig- 
non,  of  Dugommier.  The  old  general,  Dagobert,  impatient 
of  the  inaction  to  which  he  was  reduced  m  Cordagne,  in- 
vaded Catalonia,  triumphed  at  Montello,  and  died  of  fa- 
tigue at  Seu  d'Urget,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
Aller  having  stamped  upon  bis  conquest  lith  contributions, 
which  he  had  poured  into  the  military  chest,  Dagobert  ex- 
pired'without  other  riches  than  his  uniform  and  his  pay. 
Tho  ofllcers  and  soldiet?  of  his  army  were  compelled  to 
club  with  each  other  to  defray  his  humble,  but  glorious 
funeral  expenses.  Greneral  la  Union,  driven  from  position 
to  position,  even  to  the  aummtl  of  the  Pyrenees,  abandoned 
all  the  valleys,  and  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Figui^ras. 

The  king  of  Spain  proposed  peace,  only  demanding,  aa 
o«o<btioiu,  Iba  li&erty  of  the  two  children  of  Louis  XVL. 
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and  a  moderate  appanage  for  the  Dauphin  in  the  fruntittr 
provinces  of  Spain,  The  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
wrote  to  the  representative  of  the  people  who  had  com- 
municated these  DVertureg  to  him,  "  Thp  cstinon  must 
answer — advance  and  strike  I"  Dugommior,  obeying  this 
order,  fell  victorious,  bis  head  split  by  a  howitzer  shell. 
"  Conceal  my  death  from  my  soldiers,"  said  he,  to  his  two 
sons,  and  to  the  officers  who  supported  him,  "  in  order  that 
victory  may,  at  least,  console  my  last  aigh."  FerigDOD, 
nominated  geueral-tn-chief,  in  the  place  of  Dugommier, 
by  the  representativea,  completed  the  victory. 

The  geoerals  Bon,  Verdier,  and  Chabert,  carried  off 
columns,  and  reached  the  enemies'  camp  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  The  death  of  the  Spanish  general -in-chief,  killed 
in  a  redoubt,  and  that  of  three  other  of  his  generals, 
avenged  the  death  of  Dugommier,  and  threw  them  into 
rout.     Ten  thousand  Spaniards  were  made  prisoners. 

Figuidras  fell  into  the  hands  of  Augereau  and  Victor. 
The  frontier  was  delivered  up,  and  receded  every  where 
before  the  constancy  and  energy  of  oar  battalions.  The 
obstinacy  of  Robespierre,  the  genius  of  Carnot,  and  tha 
inflexibility  of  Saint-Just  had  brought  the  war  upon  tbs 
enemies'  territory. 

XI. 

Upon  the  ocean,  the  republic  maintuned,  if  not  its  povrer, 
at  least  its  hennam.  At  ses,  war  does  not  coosiBt  alone  in 
courage  and  uumbers ;  man  does  not  suffice :  wood,  Iroiit 
brass,  rigging,  manceuver,  and  discipline  are  reqiiirite ;  an 
army  may  be  suddenly  ■'oised,  a  fleet,  and  sailors  to  man  it, 
are  slowly  created.  Our  marine,  drained  of  officer?  by 
emigration,  and  of  vessels  by  our  disaster  at  Toulon,  had 
just  been  again  tormented  by  mutiny.  The  Brest  fleeti 
commanded  by  Admiral  Mtnurd  de  Oallea,  croesioff  the 
British  coast,  short  of  provisions,  of  ammunition,  and  of  con- 
fidenee,  had  revolted  against  their  officers,  and  forced  them 
to  return  to  Brest,  under  the  pretext  that  they  were  only 
kept  at  adiatance  from  that  port  for  the  purpose  of  deliver- 
ing them  up  to  the  English  as  at  Toulon. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  sent  three  commiseion- 
ers  to  Brest— Prieur  de  la.Mame,  Treilbard,  and  Jean-Bim- 
Sl  Andr4.  These  commissioners  feigned  to  accord  justice 
to  the  seamen,  and  to  discover,  in  the  eommandei's  of  tbe 
fleet,  an  iinB|^nary  censpirsey.     TUy  eat«blish«d  tnror 
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oTor  tbe  fleet  aa  it  worked  upon  the  Isod.  Destitution,  the 
prison,  and  death  decimated  the  officers.  Morard  de  Gallea 
wu  replaced  by  Villaret-Joyeuse,  a  sitnple  eapitaint  de 
vaUMtau,  raised  by  inBubordtnation  to  the  rank  of  commo- 
dore. The  mutinous  ships  received  officere,  and  even  new 
names,  borrowed  from  tbe  leading  circumstaQcee  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  fleet  itself  sailed  to  action  with  that  popular 
impulse  which  then  inspired  our  battatious. 

The  English  feigned  at  first  to  avoid  it.  They  hung  out 
a  bait  to  the  uDskillfulness  of  our  representatives.  Villaret- 
Joyeuse,  for  bis  part,  only  desired  for  his  fleet  the  honor 
of  fire,  without  the  danger  of  a  naval  battle.  He  hoped  to 
satisfy,  by  some  boardings,  the  ifaitst  of  glory  in  Jean-Bon- 
St.  Andr^.  The  two  rear  divisions  were  alone  engaged. 
The'  French  vessel,  the  Revolutionnaire,  escaped  only  as  a 
wreck,  hardly  abl9  to  float,  from  three  English  ships,  and 
returned  to  Rochefort  dismasted.  Night  separated  the  two 
fleets;  the  following  day  again  discoverea  them  to  each 
other.  Three  English  vessels  bore  down  upon  the  center 
of  the  French  line,  attached  themselves  to  the  Vengeur  like 
fire-ships,  and  set  fire  to  her  rigeing.  The  genentl  combat 
was  about  to  ensue,  when  a  thioE  haze  fell  upon  the  ocean, 
and  buried  thd  fleet  for  two  days  in  a  darkness  which  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  mancsuvre.  But,  during  this  ob- 
scurity, Admiral  Howe  had  manoeuvred  uuperceived,  and 
placed  the  French  fleet  to  leevrard,  an  immense  advantage, 
which  permitted  the  favored  squadron  to  increase,  by  the 
wind,  its  power  and  motion  with  all  the  power  and  motion 
of  an  element. 

XII. 

It  was  the  break  of  day,  the  1st  of  June,  1794.  The  sky 
was  clear,  the  sun  shining,  the  heave  of  the  sea  not  too  great 
to  render  raanoeuvrmg  difficult,  and  the  valor  equal  on  both 
sides — more  desperate  on  the  part  of  the  French,  mors  con- 
fident and  calm  on  the  part  of  the  English.  Cries  of  "ftpe 
la  Reputiigwi"  and  "  England  fareeer!"  broke  from  either 
side.  Tbe  wind  wafted  from  one  fleet  toward  tlie  other, 
with  the  waves,  the  patriotic  aira  of  the  two  nations. 

The  English  admiral,  instead  of  approaching  the  French 
line  in  front,  bore  down  obliquely,  and  cutting  it  thus  into 
two  parts,  separated  our  left,  which  he  thundered  upon 
with  alt  his  guns,  while  our  right  division,  having  the  wind 
against  it,  maained  motioolesB  to  vntneai  tiie  miming  of 
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th  ii  vetssels.  ^t  is  said  that  eueh  deadly  ardor  tiev«r  before 
directed  the  veaaelB  of  two  rival  natiuDH  against  each  other. 
The  hulls  anil  saita  of  the  ehipa  appeared  to  beat  with  the 
same  impatience  tor  the  shock  aa  the  sailors ;  they  rushed 
against  each  other  like  rams,  approached  aod  separated 
altematelj  bj  short  waves.  Four  thousand  piocoa  of  can- 
non, responding  from  these  opposed  batteries,  vomited  fmth 
grape  at  pistol-shot  distance.  The  masts  were  cut  to  pieces ; 
uie  sails  were  on  fire.  The  hulls  were  strewed  with  span 
and  wrecks  of  ligging.  Howe,  on  board  tho  Q,uiieD  Char- 
lotte, fou^t  in  person,  as  in  a  great  duel,  the  French  admi- 
ral's ship,  La  Muntagne.  The  ship,  Le  Jacobin,  by  a  &lse 
mancauvre,  had  broken  our  line,  and  exposed  hei^elE  The 
French  left  was  beaten  without  being  conquered.  It  bore 
upon  ils  flags,  "  Victory  or  Death  I"  The  center  had  suf- 
fered little.  Night  fell  upon  the  carnage,  and  interrupted 
it  for  the  time. 

XIII. 
Six  republican  vessels  were  separated  from  the  fleet,  and 
marked  by  Howe's  ships.  The  morning  must  shine  upon 
their  surrender  or  their  conflagration.  The  French  admiral 
wished  to  save  them  or  be  burned  vrith  them.  Eeflection 
bad  moderated  the  representative  of  the  people,  Jean-Bon 
St-Andre.  The  fleet  had  done  enough  for  the  republic. 
ri)e  representative  ordered  a  retreat  They  accused  him 
of  cowardice ;  they  wanted  to  throw  him  into  the  sea. 
fbe  La  Montague  was  nothing  more  than  an  extinguished 
volcano.  This  ship  had  received  three  thousand  shot  in 
her  hull.  All  her  officers  were  wounded  or  deed.  Hardly 
a  third  of  her  crew  survived.  The  admiral  had  had  bis 
quarter  deck  carried  from  under  him.  All  the  gunnete 
were  prostrate  upon  their  pieces.  The  Vengenr,  sur- 
rounded by  three  enemies'  ships,  still  {ought;  her  captain 
was  cut  in  two,  her  officers  mutilated,  her  sailors  decimated 
bv  grape,  ber  masts  shattered,  and  her  sails  in  rags.  Tho 
English  ships  kept  clear  of  her  as  of  a  body  whose  last  con- 
vulsions might  be  dangerous,  but  which  could  not  escape 
death.  The  crew,  intoxicated  with  bk>od  and  powder, 
carried  the  pride  of  the  flag  even  to  suicide  e»  matte.  Thoy 
nailed  the  colors  to  the  stump  of  a  mast,  and  obstinately 
refused  all  quarter,  awaiting  only  until  the  water,  which, 
&om  minute  to  minute  increased  in  the  hold,  should  sbelte; 
them  undtr  its  wrath,    Ai  the  huU  aubmm^,  gisduwHy. 
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plank  by  plank,  the  intrepid  crew  lancfaed  forth  tlie  broad 
side  froin  everr  gun  the  waves  still  left  uncovered.  The 
lower  tier  extinct,  they  ascended  to  the  higher,  and  dis- 
chaiged  that  npon  the  enetny.  At  last,  when  the  aea  swept 
clean  over  the  ship,  the  last  broadside  blazed  forth  on  a 
level  with  the  water,  anil  the  crew  sank  with  the  ship  amid 
cries  of  "  Vive  la  B^pHblU[iie  I "  The  English  struck  dumb 
with  admiration,  coveted  the  aea  with  dteir  boats,  and  saved 
a  great  part  of  them.  The  son  of  the  illustrious  president 
Dupaty,  who  served  on  board  the  Veogeur,  was  thus  picked 
up  and  saved.  The  squadron  re-entmed  Brest  as  a  victo- 
rious, though  wounded  nan.  The  Convention  decreed  that 
it  had  merited  well  of  the  country.  A  mode]  of  the  Ven- 
geur  was  ordered ;  a  naval  statue  nf  a  sunken  vessel,  which 
was  to  be  hung  upon  the  arches  of  the  Pantheon.  The 
poets  Joseph  Chenier  atid  Lebruu  immoitaliaed  it  in  their 
stanzas.  The  victorious  shipwreck  of  the  Vengeur  became 
one  of  tbe  popular  songs  of  the  country.  It  was  for  our 
mariners  the  Marseillaise  of  the  Ocean. 

XIV. 

The  more  terrible  Ae  Committee  of  Public  Safety  bad 
been  toward  the  party  of  Hubert  and  Danton,  tbe  more 
implacable  it  believed  itself  compelled  to  be  toward  the 
suspected  of  every  opinion.  Terror  alone  could,  in  their 
ideas,  serve  as  an  excuse  ibr  terror.  Among  the  numbers 
of  the  committee,  some,  as  Billaud-Varenues,  Collot  d'Her- 
boio,  Barrdre,  Ac,  erected  this  ferocity  of  circumstances  as 
a  system,  and  shrouded  themselves  in  their  irapassahility ; 
others,  such  as  Couthon,  Saint-Just,  and  Robespierre,  shut 
their  eyes,  and  conceded  this  blood  to  the  people,  to  entice 
them  to  the  republic  by  their  worst  instincts,  forcing  them 
to  believe  that  they  would  prevent  the  Revolution  from 
falling  into  anarchy,  by  abutting  the  republic  upon  the 
scafif^.  They  flattered  themselves,  chimerically,  that  they 
could  derive  from  blood  itself  the  power  of  stanching  blood ; 
for  none  of  them,  perhaps,  as  a  system,  denred  to  dip  thetr 
hands  or  their  names  in  it.  But,  terror  once  lanched  forth, 
they  thought  that  it  would  crush  every  roan  who  first  en- 
deavored to  arrest  it  upon  its  decline. 

The  examples  of  the  Girondiste,  of  Panton,  and  of  Camille 
Desmoulios  were  too  recent  to  be  forgotten.  Robespierre 
and  his  friends  watched  the  hour  4^  suppressing  thir  car- 
nq*.    Bat  tlw  JmOWm  had  th«ir  vyM  on  tMtn     The 
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propidotts  hoar  did  bot  present  itaelf.  ICwas  necessaty, 
they  eaid,  to  get  rid  of  such  and  such  men — euepected, 
dangerous,  or-  cruel.  Couthnn,  Saint-Just,  and  Robes-. 
pien-e  adjourn^  clemency,  cloaked  justice,  and  made  a 
compact  witli  the  scaffold.  Their  crime  was  not  so  much 
the  having  suffered  ten-or,  as  having  created  it. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  had  only  reserved  to 
itself  in  the  distribntion  of  judgments  and  condemnations, 
a  sort  of  mechanical  function,  reduced  to  a  sinister  formality. 
It  seldom  denounced  of  itself,  if  it  were  sot  in  great  occur- 
renbes,  when  the  trust  assumed  the  color  and  gravity  of  a 
Btate  crime.  The  committee  received  the  denunciations  oi 
Paris,  of  the  representatives  in  mission  of  the  clubs,  and  of 
the  departments.  It  threw  aetmp  d'ceil  over  the  denuncia- 
tions, or  relied  upon  the  report  <m  oDe  of  its  members ;  and 
then  sent  the  accused  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  The 
accused  thus  accumulated  in  the  eighteen  prisons  of  Paris. 
Names,  plots,  and  impeachments  filled  the  roll  of  Fabricitu, 
and  the  books  of  Fouquier  Tinville.  Bvery  evening  the 
public  accuser  appeared  be&re  the  committee  to  ask  for 
orders.  If  the  committee  desired  an  urgent  proscription,  it 
remitted  to  Fauquier  Tinville  the  list  of  the  accused  whose 
judgment  it  was  necessary  to  hasten.  If  the  committee  had 
not  in  hand  any  cfaosen  head  to  strike,  it  allowed  Fouquier 
Tinville  to  expand  in  their  order  the  innumerable  lists  of 
accusations  with  which  he  was  overwhelmed.  The  public 
accuser  had  an  ouderstanding  -with  the  president  of  the  tri- 
buoaL    He  associated  en  moMie,  or  by  analogy  of  accusation, 

Sieonors  sometlmea  the  greatest  strangers  to  each  other, 
e  drew  up  and  sustained  tbe  accusation.  He  provided  for 
the  immediate  execution  of  sentences.  This  mechanism  of 
murder  progressed  alone. 

Ti>e  carts,  proportioned  to  the  prescribed  number  of  the 
condemned,  were  statioDed  at  a  fixed  hour  in  the  coufts  oS 
the  Palais^e-Justice.  Tbo  public  imnlter^  surrounded 
the  wheels.  The  executioners  drank  at  the  wickets.  The 
people  thronged  the  streeta  at  the  hour  of  the  funeral  pro- 
cessions. The  guillotine  was  ready.  Death  had  its  routine 
traced  out  as  a  custom.  It  had  become  a  daily  duty.  From 
the  last  days  of  tbo  month  of  November,  1793,  until  the 
moothof  July,  1794,  the  calei>darof  France  was  marked  bj 
many  heads  which  had  fellen  daily.    The  number  increased 

*  Wonun  hind  fbr  tha  parp«M,  Mrf  oillad  apeaXj  Let  hunUaium. 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 


40s  OOXDOIOET. 

from  woek  to  wosk.     At  the  end  of  Msf  no  mora  account 
waakept 

There  odI^  remained  two  illuUrioua  Qinmdists  who  had 
escaped,  during  six  months,  from  the  pro 
Moucagne :  they  were  Louret  sod  C<MMon 

XV. 
Condcweet,  on  the  morrow  of  the  31st  of  M>y>  awaited 
the  gent  d^arnut  who  were  to  guard  him  in  his  house.  The 
'  Hontagnard*  hesitated  before  so  great  a  name.  They  feared 
to  dishonor  the  Revolution,  by  proscribing  the  philoaopber. 
The  Jacobins  reproached  the  Montagnards  with  their  weak- 
neas.  The  greater  the  man,  the  more  dangerous  is  the  con- 
apirator.  I^pect  is  a  prejudice.  The  hi«ieat  heads  oagkt 
to  fall  the  first.  Condorcet,  importuned  hj  the  tears  of  his 
wife,  was  led  by  a  friend,  M,  Pinel,  to  a  safe  asylum.  No.  24 
Rue  Serrandoni,  in  one  of  dioae  obscure  quarters  of  Paris, 
concealed  under  the  shade  of  high  walls  and  the  towera  of 
Saint  Sulpice.  There  a  poor  widow,  Madame  Vemet,  de- 
voted to  the  unfortunate,  possessed  a  small  house,  the  apart- 
menta  (tf  which  she  let  to  peaceable  tenants,  aa  unfortunate 
as  herself  M.  Finel  conducted  Condorcet  to  this  dwelling 
at  the  decline  of  day.  Condorcet  shut  himself  up,  with 
some  books  and  with  his  thoughts,  in  one  of  the  attics. 
He  assumed  a  fictitious  name.  He  never  went  ouL  He 
only  opened  his  window  at  night.  He  descended  to  take 
his  repast  as  a  gueet  of  the  family,  at  the  table  of  his  host- 
ess. One  day  he  thought  he  recognized  upon  the  staircase 
a  ConventJonalist,  of  the  party  of  La  Montagne,  named 
Harcoe.  "I  am  lost,"  said  be  to  Madam  Vemet;  "  there 
is  a  Montagnard  lodj^ng  in  your  house.  Permit  me  to  fly. 
I  am  Condorcet."  "  Stay,"  the  intrepid  woman  repHed  ; 
"  I  know  Marcos ;  I  will  answer  for  him."  The  Conven- 
tionalist  was  discreeL  Kvery  day  the  proecriber  and  pro- 
scribed met  upon  the  staircase,  and  passed,  affecting  not  to 
know  each  other. 

Condorcet  remained  in  this  unknown  asylum  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  1793,  and  the  fint  months  of  the 
spring  of  1794.  He  wrote,  amid  the  tumult  of  the  madnebs 
and  fury  of  liberty,  his  book,  De  la  Perfecti^Hiti  du  Genre  , 
Humai».  The  hope  of  the  philosopher  survived  in  him  the 
deap^r  of  tbe  citizen.  He  knew  that  the  passions  are 
fleeting,  and  that  reason  is  eternal.  He  confessed  it,  even 
as  tbe  astronomer  confeeaes  tbe  star  in  its  ecl^ue.     His 
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■olitude  was  consoled  hy  bis  labors ;  it  was  above  all  so 
by  tbe  assiduous  visits  of  his  joung  spouse,  whose  brilliant 
beauty  and  eloqueot  mind  bad  been  the  intoxication  of  bis 
youth,  and  the  attraction  of  his  bouse.  She  belonged  to  the 
noble  iamily  of  Grouchy.  Condorcet  would  have  been  bappy 
and  safe,  bad  be  known  bow  to  wait.  But  tbe  impatience 
of  bis  imagination  wore  him  o^t,  and  lost  him.  The  first 
verdure  of  the  trees  of  the  Luxembourg,  which  he  had  s 
glimpse  of  from  bis  windows,  brought  bis  thitst  for  air  and 
mouon  almost  to  delirium.  The  door  of  the  house  was  kept 
carefully  shut,  lest  Condorcet  should  pass  out. 

IVI. 

At  last,  on  the  6th  of  April,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  mom 
ing,  tbe  day  being  more  splendid  and  more  tempting  than 
usual,  Condorcet  descended,  under  pretense  of  taking  his 
repast,  to  the  common  ball.  This  low  hall  was  contiguous 
to  the  street  door.  He  was  hardly  seated,  when  he  feigned 
to  have  forgotten  a  book  in  his  chamber.  Madame  Vemet, 
without  suspicion,  offered  to  go  and  seek  the  volume  for 
him.  Condorcet  accepted  her  offer.  He  profited  by  the 
absence  of  his  hostess  to  rush  over  the  threshold.  At 
some  paces  from  the  house,  Condorcet  met  in  the  Rue  de 
Vaugirard  a  table'Companion  of  his  hostess,  named  Servet. 
This  young  man,  trembling  for  the  fugitive,  accompanied 
him.  They  passed  the  barrier  together,  embraced  each 
other,  and  separated.  Condorcet  wandered  the  whole  day 
about  the  enrirons  of  Paris.  He  rejoiced  with  intosica- 
tioti  in  his  imprudent  liberty.  Night  having  come,  Con- 
dorcet went  to  rap  at  the  door  of  a  country-house,  where 
M.  and  Madame  Suard,  his  friends,  lived  retired,  in  the 
village  of  Fontenay  anx  Roses.  They  opened  the  door 
to  him.  After  a  short  interview  in  whispers,  be  re-issued 
by  a  concealed  door  of  the  park,  in  the  middle  of  tbe 

It  is  confidently  asserted  that  be  returned  some  hours 
afterward,  and  that  he  found  this  same  door  abut  and  even 
bolted,  which  he  sbonld  have  found  open  ;  conjectures, 
which  equally  repel  and  authorize  the  generous  character 
of  Suard,  and  the  tandemess  of  a  wife,  alarmed  for  the 
saiety  of  ber  husband.  A  calumny  of  friendship,  perhaps, 
which  griered  to  their  last  moments  those  upon  whom  the 
responsibility  of  ''  e  morrow  was  thrown. 
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Xight  vailed  tbe  steps  anil  nncertaintjr  of  CondorcA  Oi 
the  follotfing  day,  toward  flTeninr,  a  man,  harassed  with 
fetigue,  his  feet  covered  with  mud,  bis  visage  wan,  faia  eje 
wandering,  and  his  beard  long,  was  s«en  to  enter  a  cabaret 
of  Clamart.  His  workman's  rest,  his  woolen  cap,  and  his 
ironed  shoes,  contrasted  with  the  deKcacy  of  bis  hands,  and 
the  whiteness  of  faia  slun.  He  asked  for  some  egga  and 
bread,  and  ato  with  an  avidity  which  attested  long  absti- 
nence. Being  interrogated  by  the  host  as  to  his  profession, 
he  answered  that  he  was  tlie  servant  of  a,  master  who  had 
just  died.  To  conGim  this  assertion,  he  drew  from  bis 
pocket  a  pocket-book,  wliich  inclosed  false  papeiB.  The 
elegance  of  tbe  pocket-book,  which  was  at  varisnce  with 
the  pretended  domestic's  appearance  and  bis  poverty  of 
dress,  denounced  Cosdorcet.  Some  memben  of  the  R«v- 
olutionary  Committee,  who  were  at  table  in  the  general 
room,  arrssted  him  as  a  suspected  man,  and  desii«d  him 
to  be  conducted  to  tbe  prison  of  Bourg-la-Reine.  Woand- 
ed  in  the  feel,  by  the  long  wmlk  of  the  evening  and  tbe 
preceding  night,  exhausted  in  strength,  Condorcat  fainted 
at  each  step  ;  the  peaiants  were  obliged  to  hoist  him  upon 
4ie  horse  of  a  poor  vine-dresser,  who  passed  on  tbe  road. 

Cast  into  the  prison  of  Bonrg-la- Heine,  the  philosopher 
awallowed  poison,  which  be  always  carried  about  him— ~a 
secret  arm  against  tyranny,  Condorcet  slept.  Slumber 
concealed  from  him  his  own  death,  and  robbed  the  execu- 
tioner of  bis  head.  The  national  guards,  who  watched  at 
the  door,  atid  who  had  not  beard  any  noise  in  the  cell,  found 
only  a  corpse  in  place  of  their  piisoner.  Thus  died  this 
Seneca  of  the  modern  school. 

xvin. 

On  tbe  very  day  when  Conclorcet  expired  at  Bourg-la- 
Reine,  Louvet  entered  Paris.  After  faaving  sejparat^  at 
Saint-Emilion,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  from  Barbaroux, 
Buzot,  and  from  Potion,  at  tbe  door  of  that  cruel  woman 
who  had  refused  a  drop  of  water  to  a  dying  man,  LouvM 
had  walked  all  night.  At  break  of  day,  he  had  gained, 
before  the  inhabitants  were  awake,  the  village  of  Mnnpont, 
the  extreme  frontier  of  La  Gironde.  Louvet  succeeded, 
means  of  disgnioes  and  mantBuvres,  to  approach  Paris. 

9  entered  tbere  at  la^  dianka  to  tbe  devotion  of  a  faith- 
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fill  guide,  and  he  braTed,  in  the  booom  of  tnyBtery  and  love, 
the  renentment  of  RobeapieiTe.  LaT6veilldre-Lepeaux,  a 
Girondist  depnry,  like  Louvet,  waa  among  the  small  num- 
ber of  tliose  wbi>  escaped  the  guillotine.  Denounced,  on 
the  moraing  c^  their  fall,  as  their  accomplice,  a  voice  cried 
ont  wiih  contempt  fiom  the  summit  of  La  Montagne,  "Let 
bid)  die  quietly.  He  has  not  two  days  to  live."  Lar^veil* 
l^re,  in  &ct,  was  dying-  then.  This  voice  had  saved  him. 
But  soon  after,  proscribed  with  the  sixty-three  deputies, 
suspected  of  regi-et  for  La  Qironde,  he  had  fled,  under  dif- 
ferent disguises,  and  by  unknown  places.  Bosc,  the  fKend. 
of  Madame  Roland,  and  Lareveill^re,  fled  at  first  to  an 
abandoned  hut  in  the  forest  of  Montmorency,  They  there 
passed  the  winter,  when  the  administrator  of  Setne-et-Oiae 
came  to  hunt  in  the  threat,  Lar^veillere  and  Bosc  buried 
[henuelTes  under  the  hay-ricks  or  heaps'  of  leaves.  Being 
Biupected  by  the  guards,  they  separated.  Each  of  them 
went  fortuitously  ro  beg  another  asylum.  LareveilUra 
journeyed  toward  the  north.  On  the  following  morning,  a 
poor  peasant  gave  him  a  loaf,  which  he  was  carrying  to  bis 
son  in  the  fields.  At  the  gates  of  the  little  town  of  Roye, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Buire,  the  fugitive  met  a  crowd  of  peo- 
ple. Tbey  were  carrying  to  the  town,  upon  a  litter,  a  pro- 
scribe like  himself,  who  had  committed  suicide  on  the 
highway.  This  auguvy  frilze  hb  courage :  Lar6veillire 
wandered,  at  night  in  the  cultivated  fields,  by  day  in  the 
woods.  He  arrived  at  last,  dying,  at  the  bouse  of  hia  friend. 
Received  like  a  brother,  concealed,  taken  care  of,  and  cured 
by  the  care  of  a  generous  family,  he  pasaed  the  evil  days 
under  a  fictitious  name,  and  yielded  hintBelf  up  in  peace  to 
his  favorite  study  of  botany.  Nothing  that  lifts  humanity 
toward  God  ought  to  be  reviled  with  derision.  All  religious 
thoughts,  even  when  they  are  contrary  to  the  time,  leave 
their  immortality  in  their  nature.  The  name  of  Lar^veil- 
I6re-L£peaux  will  remain  honored  and  unblemished  when 
we  reflect  that  he  raised  himself  to  God  from  the  bosom  of 
qis  dieory  i^  nothing. 

XIX. 
Another  philosopher,  M.  de  Maleaherbes,-  experienced 
the  same  misfortunes,  and  more  glory.  He  sealed  his  life 
by  his  death.  His  long  and  modest  virtue  was  crowned  by 
condemnation.  After  the  act  of  supreme  fideliiy,  which  he 
accomjilished  in  defending  Louis  XVI.  before  the  Conven- 
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doD,  M.  de  Malesherbea  had  retired  to  the  conony.  H«  HtmI 
there  as  a  patriarch,  ia  the  midst  of  his  children  and  his 
grandchildren.  They  supposed  his  viitue  to  be  a  conspiracy 
against  the  time.  They  took  him  away,  as  well  as  M.  de 
Hosambean,  his  son-in-law,  bis  two  rrand-daughteta,  and 
their  husbands.  One  of  them  was  M.  de  Chateaubriand,  the 
eldest  brother  of  him  who  was  destined  to  render  to  his 
name  more  hietre  than  they  had  wrested  from  bim  in  blood  ! 
They  were  all  thrown  into  the  prison  of  Port  Libra,  and 
conducted  by  groups  to  the  tribunal.  M.  de  Malesherbee 
had  learned  to  die  m  the  Temple,  He  died  without  indig- 
nation toward  his  assassins.  He  accepted  the  peiiod  and 
the  justice  of  men  in  patience  and  hope.  Ready  to  ascend 
to  the  tribunal,  be  made  a  false  step  upon  the  threshold  of 
the  prison.  "  A  bad  omen,"  said  he,  "  a  Roman  would 
re-enter  the  house."  The  prisonetv  of  the  Conciergerie 
demanded  his  benediction,  as  that  of  ancient  honor,  which 
was  about  to  ascend  to  heaven  with  him.  He  gave  it  to 
them,  smiling.  "  Above  all,"  said  he,  "  do  not  pity  mo.  I 
have  been  disgraced  for  having  desired  to  advance  th* 
Revolution  by  popular  reform.  I  am  about  to  die  fbi 
having  been  raitnful  to  the  memory  of  my  liing.  I  die  ii 
peace  with  the  past  and  with  the  future."  Hia  wholt 
nmily  followed  him  in  a  few  days  to  the  scaSbld. 

While  the  geneitnis  old  man  went  to  death  for  having 
defended  bis  master,  Clery  languished,  imprisoned  in  La 
Force,  for  having  served  and  consoled  him  in  his  captivity. 

Old  Lucltner,  long  forgotten  in  the  dungeons,  the  deputy 
Mazuyor,  accused  of  the  crime  of  having  saved  Potion  and 
Lanjuinais,  Duval-D^pr^m^nil,  one  of  the  first  tribunes  of 
the  parliament,  Ghapelier  and  Thouret,  the  one  the  reportei 
of  the  first  constitution,  the  other  one  of  the  most  enlightened 
reformers  of  our  codes,  followed  closely  upon  M.  de  Male 
sherbes.  But  already  condemnation  was  levied  only  cnmiMse 
by  classes,  by  rank,  function,  generation,  and  by  family.  All 
the  membeiv  of  parliament  of  Paris,  all  the  receivers-general 
of  finance,  all  the  nobility  of  France,  all  the  magistracy,  and 
all  the  clergy  were  torn  from  their  chateaux,  from  theii 
altars,  and  from  their  retreats,  heaped  up  in  the  eighteen 
prisons  of  Paris,  dragged  by  turns  from  their  dnngeons, 
transferred  by  lists  at  a  time  to  the  tribunal,  and  led  thencn 
to  the  scaffold. 

More  than  eight  thousand  suspected  encumbered  these 
■orisons  of  Paris  alone,  a  month  before  Danton's  death      In 
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a  single  nicbt  three  hundred  families  were  thrown  therein 
from  the  i  aubourg  Saint  Germain,  all  the  great  names  of 
historical,  military,  parliarDentary,  aud  episcopal  France. 
They  did  not  give  themselves  the  trouble  of  inventing  a 
crime.  Their  name  sufficed,  their  riches  denounced  them, 
their  rank  delivered  them  up.  They  were  guilty  from  their 
quarters,  their  rank,  their  fortune,  religion,  opinion,  and 
presumed  sentiments,  or  rather  there  were  no  longer  any, 
either  innocent  or  guilty,  there  were  no  other  than  the  pro 
scribers  and  the  proscribed.  Neither  age  nor  sex,  old  age 
iior  infancy,  or  infirmities  which  rendered  all  criminality 
materially  impossible,  could  escape  from  accusation  and 
condemnation.  Paralytic  old  men  followed  their  soib, 
children  their  fathers,  women  tfaeir  husbands,  and  daugfatera 
their  motbeis.  Such  a  one  died  tor  his  name,  another  for 
his  fortune ;  this  man  for  having  manifested  an  opinion ;  that 
for  bis  silence  j  such  a  one  for  having  served  royalty ;  an- 
other for  having  ostentatiously  embraced  the  republic;  a 
third  for  not  having  adored  Marat;  another  for  having  re- 
gretted the  Girondists;  such  a  one  for  having  applauded 
the  excesses  of  Hebert ;  such  a  one  for  having  smiled  at 
the  clemency  of  Danton ;  such  a  one  for  having  emigrated ; 
another  for  having  remained  in  his  dwelling;  this  man  for 
having  starved  the  people,  from  not  expending  his  revenue; 
that  for  having  displayed  a  luxury  which  insulted  the  pub- 
lic misery. 


law  encouraged  them,  by  giving  them  a  share  of  the  con- 
fiscations. The  people,. at  once  denunciators,  judges,  and 
heirs  of  the  victims,  thought  to  enrich  themselves  by  corfis- 
cated  goods.  When  pretexts  of  death  were  wanting  to  the 
proscribers,  they  detected  true  or  dissembled  conspiracies 
in  the  prisons.  Spies,  disguised  under  the  garb  oi  ditatits, 
provoked  confidence,  sighs  for  liberty,  and  plans  of  escape 
among  the  prisoners ;  sometimes  invented  them,  and  after- 
ward revealed  them  to  Fouquier  Tinville.  They  inscribed 
upon  the  infffrmations  the  names  of  hundreds  of  suspected, 
who  learned  their  crimes  from  their  accusations.  These 
were  called  ^ejountiet  of  ihe  guillotine.  They  made  a 
void  in  the  dungeons,  they  gave  the  people  a  false  feeling 
of  a  grand  crime  being  punished,  of  an  extreme  peril  avoid- 
ed by  the  vigilaJice  and  severity  of  the  republic.  Thoj 
encouraged  terror,  they  imposed  silence  upon  discontent 
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Daily  the  nninber  of  cwts  employed  to  conduct  tbe  con- 
demned to  tlio  Bcafilild  Bugmeoied.  At  four  o'clock  tbey 
rilled,  more  or  less  laden,  by  the  Pont- au-C ban ee,  and  the 
'  Bue  Saint  Hunore,  toward  the  Place  of  the  Revolution. 
They  delayed  their  route  to  prolong  the  spectacle  to  the 
people,  and  the  puniahnient  to  the  victims. 

ThuB  died,  decimated  among  the  cLoom),  all  claaeee  of 
Ibe  population — nobility,  chui-cbmeii,  ciiisena,  magiacracy, 
merchanta,  and  even  the  people  tbemaelves ;  thus  died  h.11 
*be  great  and  obscure  citizens  who  reprwented  rank  in 
ilVaiice,  the  professions,  science,  aituations,  ticbea,  ioduB' 
97,  opinion,  and  sentiment,  proscrib')^  by  the  Baoguioary 
regeneration  of  terror.  Thus  fell,  one  by  one,  four  thousand 
heads  in  some  months,  among  whom  were  the  Montmoren- 
ciea,  the  Noaillea,  the  La  Rochefoucaalds,  the  Maillya,  the 
Mouchys,  the  Lavuisiers,  the' XicolaiB,  the  Sombreuits,  the 
Brancas,  the  Broglies,  the  Boisgelins,  the  Beauvilliere.  the 
Maima,  the  Mont  ale  mberts,  the  Boquelaures,  the  Rouchers, 
the  Cheniera,  the  Grammouts,  the  Duch&teiete,  the  Cler- 
mont-Tonneree,  the  Thiai'ds,  the  Moocrifs,  and  the  Mole- 
Champlatreux.  Democracy  usurped  its  place  with  the  knife ; 
but  in  taking  that  place,  it  outraged  humanity. 

XX. 

The  retpitar  passage  of  those  processiona  of  the  scaffold, 
after  having  been  long  a  spectacle  and  a  kind  ornnister  il- 
lustration lor  the  streets  which  they  borrowed,  and,  above 
all,  for  the  Rue  St.  Iionor6,  had  become  a  punishment  and 
a  species  of  disgrace  to  these  quarters.  The  passengers 
avoided  them.  The  windows,  the  shops,  the  stores,  were 
closed  at  the  approach  of  these  funeral  processions.  The 
TOciferations  of  tbe  mob  frightened  the  citizens  even  in  their 
hearths,  who  dwelt  in  these  streets,  and  scared  children  in 
the  arms  of  their  mothers.  Tenants  abandoned  their  domi- 
ciles. Froprietora  commenced  complaining  in  petitions  to 
the  Commune,  that  tbeir  houses  had  been  converted  into 
hcensed  places  of  punishment.  The  blood  of  two  or 
three  thousand  victims  which  had  gushed  out  since  the 
dpring  upon  the  pavement  of  the  Place  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, as  in  a  slaughter-house  of  men,  stained  the  ground, 
and  infected  the  air.  The  Tujleries  and  the  Champs 
Elys&s  were  deserted  by  the  crowd  of  promenaders.  The 
miasma  of  death  corrupted  the  shade  of  the  trees. 

Two  executions,  more  inauspicious  and  more  aolemii 
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than  tlw  otben,  ended  in  ^mising  the  iDdignatkm  of  tboM 
({uartera  agtUiiBt  tbe  loca^dc  oftho  gtiillutius.  At  the  lime 
of  tbe  taking  of  Verdun  by  the  king  of  Frasnia,  in  1791, 
ibe  town  bad  celeln  >ted  the  entraiice  of  these  liberators  of 
Louis  XVL  Tbe  inbabitat^  condncted  their  dangbtcts  H> 
a  ball,  some  from  opinion,  otben  through  feai.  Alter  the 
deliTsrance  of  Verdun,  the  republic  remembered  tbe  re- 
joiciagK,  of  which  tbese  cfaiMrea  bad  been  tbe  oraamtsats, 
aad  not  the  guilty  c&use.  Brought  to  Paris  and  transfei-red 
to  tbe  tribunal,  tbeir  age,  tbeir  beauty,  their  obedience  to 
their  parema,  dw  long  ti»a  since  the  offense,  and  the  tri- 
umplu  which  bad  avenged  tbe  republic,  were  iiot  couated 
aa  emxtite.  They  were  sent  to  die  for  the  crirne  of  their 
fathers.  Tbe  eldest  was  eiKbleea :  they  were  all  clothed 
ID  white  robes.  Tbe  cert  wliich  carried  them  resembled  a 
basket  of  lilies,  whose  heada  waved  to  the  motion  of  the 
«rm.     Tho  afiected  executioners  wept  with  them. 

XXI. 

The  people  were  amazed  at  their  own  severity.  On  the 
following  morning  the  can,  stili  more  Dumerous,  carted  to 
punishment  all  tbe  nuns  of  the  Abbey  of  Montmaitre. 
The  abbess  was  Madame  de  Montmorency.  Tbeee.poor 
females,  of  every  age,  from  tender  youth  eren  to  gray 
baira,  thrownwhile  children  into  the  convents,  had  no  crime 
to  answer  for  but  the  will  of  tbeir  parenta  and  tbe  fidelity 
of  their  vows.  Grouped  around  their  abbess,  they  made 
the  air  resound  with  sacred  chants  on  mounting  tbe  cans, 
and  sang  hymns  even  to  the  scaffold.  As  the  Giroodbts 
bad  chanted  the  hymu  of  their  own  death,  so  did  tbeee 
vireins  sing,  even  to  tbe  last  voice,  tbe  hymn  of  tbeir  mar- 
tyrdom. 

These  voices  sounded  like  ramorse  upon  the  hearts  dt 
the  people.  Innocence,  beauty,  and  religion,  immolated 
at  the  same  time  in  tbese  two  executions,  forced  the  multi- 
tude to  turn  away  dieir  eyes. 

The  guillotines  were  removed  to  the  Barriere  du  Tr6ne, 
in  the  Faubourg  Saint  Antoine. 

The  file  of  the  funeral  processions  was  lengthened  daily 
by  many  cata.  At  one  time  ihey  carried,  with  forty-five 
magistrates  of  Paris,  thirty-three  members  of  tbe  parlia- 
toient  of  Toulouse ;  another  time  twenty-seven  merchants 
of  Sedan ;  end  often  sixty  and  even  eighty  condemned. 

One  of  the  cars  which  appeared  at  a  later  period  was 
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McoRod  by  poor  children  in  Mitten.  These  cbil  dren  SKontki 
to  bleaa  and  lo  weep  for  a  father.  The  oM  man  seated  in 
the  car  was  the  ADb6  de  F6n6tan,  half-nephew  of  the  au 
tbor  of  TslemachuB,  that  ChristiBn  mrtn  of  a  maddmed 
ravolntion  which  now  drank  the  blood  of  bia  fomilf . 

The  Abb^  de  F6n^lon  had  instituted  in  Paris  a  work  of 
mercy  in  faror  of  those  wandering  children  who  came  every 
winter  from  Savoy,  to  gain  their  livelihood  in  France,  in 
the  common  service  of  great  cities.  These  cHldrcn,  learn- 
ing that  their  benefactor  was  about  to  be  taken  &t>ni  them, 
cmgregated  m  mtute  in  the  morning  about 'the  Conven- 
tion, to  implore  the  humanity  of  the  representatives  and 
the  pardon  of  virtue.  Their  youth,  their  language,  and 
Ibeir  tears,  moved  the  Convention.  "  Are  you  then  children 
youiselTes  1"  exclaimed  the  imperturbable  Billaud-Vaieo' 
nea,  '*  to  allow  yourselves  to  be  influenced  by  teara  1  Tata- 
per  once  with  justice,  and  to  morrow  the  aristocrats  wiQ 
massacre  you  without  pity." 

XXII. 

This  same  Billaud-Varennes,  who  thus  refused  pity  to 
orphans,  at  a  later  period,  during  his  exile  at  Cayenne, 
required  the  pity  of  a  black  aUve.  The  Convention  dared 
not  relent  after  his  voice.  The  Abb6  de  F6n61on  marched 
to  death  escorted  by  his  good  deeds.  He  was  eighty-niue 
years  old.  They  were  obliged  to  help  him  to  mount  the 
Btepa  of  the  guillotine.  When  on  hia  feet  upon  the  scaffold, 
be  begged  the  executioner  to  unbind  his  hands,  that  he 
mi^it  make  one  last  gesture  of  embrace  to  these  poor 
litde  children.  The  executioner  obeyed.  The  Abb6  de 
F^n^lon  stretched  out  his  hands.  The  Savoyards  fell  upon 
their  knees.  They  bowed  their  bare  head«  under  the  bene- 
Action  of  the  d^ug  man.  The  prostrated  mo.b  imitated 
iheni.  Tears  flowed.  Sobs  broke  forth.  The  punishment 
became  holy  as  a  sBcrffice. 

The  Faubourg  Saint  Antoine  was  in  its  turn  indigoant  at 
having  been  selected  as  the  site  of  death.  The  veir  ground 
repull^  the  executioner.  Still  the  proscribera  did  not  find 
death  sufficiently  prompt. 

xxrii. 

One  evening  Fouquier  Tinville  was  cited  to  the  Com- 
mitlee  of  Public  Safety. 
"  The  people,"  said  Collot  to  him, "  begia  to  get  wearied 
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Ws  most  awaken  tbetr  feelingis  by  more  imposiiig  spectacles. 
^  ArraDga  now  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  beads  fall  daily." 
"On  returning  from  the  committee,"  said,  in  hb  interroga' 
tory,  the  obedient  Fouquier  Tinville,  "  mj  mind  was  so 
troubled  with  horror,  that,  like  Danton,  the  river  appeared 
to  me  to  roll  in  blood."  In  the  cemetery  of  Moueee^ux  a 
vast  ditch,  always  open,  and  the  sides  of  which  were  loaded 
with  heaps  of  lime,  received  indiscriminately  every  day  the 
heads  and  bodies  of  the  beheaded.  True  fountain  of  blood, 
at  the  entrance  of  which  the  inscripljon  of  annihilation  was 
traced  ooRiiia  (to  sleep) ;  as  if  the  executioners  had  desired 
to  reassure  themselves  by  affirming  that  the  Tictims  would 
never  awake  again. 


BOOK  IVIL 
I. 

The  character  of  people  even  survived  their  revolutions. 
The  certainly  of  dying  spread  no  horror  over  the  interior  of 
the  prisons  in  Paiia.  The  sensation  of  death  was  deadened 
in  people's  minds  by  its  coiutant  renewal.  Each  day  of  for- 
getfulnesB  was  aji/e  of  life,  which  they  hastened  to  convert 
to  pleasure.  The  recklessness  of  their  own  destiny  raised 
the  delMUS  to  the  appearance  of  stoicism.  The  lightness  of 
their  character  resembled  intrepidity.  Societies,  fiiendahips, 
and  loves,  were  contracted  for  an  honr  between  the  prisoners 
of  both  sexes.  They  lavished  upon  amusements  and  affec- 
tioitt  the  moments  devoted  to  death.  ConversatioDB,  ren- 
dezvous, secret  correspondence,  tbeatricE^  games  imitated 
in  the  dungeons,  mumc,  poetry,  and  the  dance,  continued 
even  to  the  last  hours.  They  came  to  tear  one  from  his 
gam^-^e  left  his  cards  to  another ;  .another  from  the  table 
—he  finished  by  emptying  bis  glass ;  a  third  frntn  the  ent- 
braces  of  a  wife  or  a  lover — he  consoled  himself  with  the 
last  look  and  the  last  pressure  of  the  hand.  Never  bad 
the  intrepid  and  voluptuous  character  of  the  French  youth 
dallied  so  closely  with  danger.  Condemnation  rendered 
tUa  youth  sublime  without  having  rendered  it  serious. 
Religion,  that  visitor  of  the  unfortunate,  consoled  the  greater 
number.  Priests,  imprisoned,  or  introduced  in  disguise, 
celebrated  the  atysteries  of  adoralion,  rendered  more  touch- 
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hig  by  timr  ninilaiitT  to  sacrifice.  Poetry,  tbkt  ailienlMed 
sigh  of  the  soul,  Diarked  for  immortalitj  the  last  palpitationa 
chT  muy  hetna  full  of  pootty. 

n. 

Andi^  Oh^nier,  ■  Rotnan  soul,  of  loftiest  imannaticra, 
wboM  conngeons  patriotism  bad  with<lrawii  him  fran> 
poetry,  to  throw  hin  into  politics,  had  been  imprisoned  as 
a  QirondisL 

The  dreams  of  bis  ^lendid  imagination  bad  tband  their 
reaUiy  in  Mademoiselle  de  Cuigny,  vbo  was  incarcarated 
in  the  same  prisoa. 

Andr^  Chenier  rendered  to  this  younr  capti*e  an  adorv 
tion  of  enthusiam  and  respect,  endeared  still  more  by  the 
sinister  shade  of  precocious  death  which  already  covered 
these  dwellings.  He  addressed  to  ber  bis  irarDoital  Terses, 
La  JeuHf  Captive — the  moet  melodious  sigh  that  ever  issued 
from  the  apertures  of  a  dangeon. 

III. 

At  the  Cannes,  adai^  and  narrow  dungeon,  into  which  the 
descent  was  by  two  stf  ps,  and  which  opened  by  a  barred 
ricyligbt  upon  the  garden  of  the  ancient  monastery,  were 
inclosed  three  women,  hurled  from  the  highest  prosperity 
into  the  sftme  prison.  Never  had  sculptor  united,  in  so 
equal  a  group,  feces,  charms,  and  forms,  more  calcidated  to 
move  executioners.  The  one  was  Madame  d'Aiguillon,  a 
woman  of  an  illustrious  name :  the  blood  of  her  femily  still 
smoked  upon  the  scafTold,  The  other,  Josephine  Tascher, 
widow  of  Gener^  Beauhsmais,  who  had  been  recently 
sacrificed  for  having  been  unfortunete  with  the  army  of  the 
Rhine.  The  last,  and  moet  beautiful  of  all,  was  the  young 
Theresa  Cabarus,  the  beloved  of  Tallien,  guilty  (if  having 
soflened  the  repuUicanism  of  the  represeotBdve  at  Bor> 
deaux,  and  of  having  withdrawn  so  many  victims  ftnm  pro- 
scription. The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  hnd  just  torn 
her  from  the  protection  of  the  proconsul,  without  pity  for 
ber  complaints,  and  thiown  ber  into  the  dungeons,  suspected 
Btill  of  influence  over  Tallien.  A  tender  ii-iendship  united 
two  of  these  females,  inasmuch  as  they  had  often  disputed 
the  public  admiration,  and  that  of  the  chie&  of  the  army  or 
of  the  Convention.  Of  the  two  last,  ime  was  destined  to  the 
dirone,  whither  tbe  love  of  young  Bonaparte  was  to  elevate 
iter;  the  other  predestined  to  oveitum  the  lepublic  by  in- 
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■piling  TalUeD  with  the  courage  to  attack  tlje  committeet 
ill  the  person  of  Robeapieire. 

A  solitary  maitreae,  stretched  upon  the  pavement  in  a 
niche  in  the  depth  of  the  dungeon,  served  as  a  couch  to  thd 
three  captiVes.-  They  there  wasted  themselveB  in  remem- 
brances, in  impatience,  and  the  tfaint  of  life.  Tbey  wrote 
with  the  points  of  their  Bciasors  and  with  the  teeth  of  their 
comha  upon  the  jriaster  of  their  partitiona,  ciphers,  itutials, 
names  regretted  or  implored,  and  bitter  aspirations  for  lost 
liberty.  To  this  day  wo  may  read  these  inscriptions.  Here ! 
"  Liberty,  when  wilt  thou  cease  to  be  an  idle  word  1"  Els»- 
where ;  "  Behold,  to-day  makes  forty-seven  days  that  we 
are  incarcerated."  Further  on ;  "  They  tell  us  that  we  shall 
depart  to-morrow."  Upon  another  place ;  **  Citoyenne 
Vailieit,  Oitoyenne  BeauAamait,  Citoyenne  d' AigwiUon." 

The  image  of  death,  present  to  their  eyes,  ^ared  neither 
ttieir  looks  nor  their  imagination. 

Their  dungeon  was  one  of  the  cells  wherein  the  assaBsins 
of  September  bad  massacred  the  majority  of  the  priests. 
Two  of  the  murderers,  weaiied  with  slanghter,  bad  reposed 
here  a  moment,  and  had  leaned  their  sabers,  the  point  in  the 
earth,  against  the  wall,  to  recover  their  strength.  The  pro- 
file of  these  two  sabers,  from  the  hilt  to  Ae  extremity  oi^tfaa 
blade,  was  impressed  in  outlines  of  blood  upon  the  damp 
wall,  and  shone  (here  like  the  swords  of  fire  which  the  ex 
terminating  angels  brandish  in  their  hands  around  the  taher- 
Bacles.  You  may  follow  with  the  eye  their  marks  as  clearly 
traced  and  as  froshly  imprinted  as  if  that  noark  would  never 
dry.  Never  had  yoitth,  beauty,  love,  and  death  been  grouped 
in  such  a  framework  of  blood. 

IV. 
Bat  there  was  one  prison  in  Paria  where  for  eight  montha 
past  neither  report  from  witboot,  nor  the  consolationa  of 
frieedship,  nor  the  images  of  love,  nor  the  last  brmIcs  <s( 
Kfe,  had  ever  penetrated :  a  sealed  tomb  before  death.  It 
was  the  Temple,  From  the  hour  when  those  gates  were 
opened  to  allow  the  queen  to  march  to  the  scaffold,  eight 
months  had  elapsed.     The  Dauphin  had  already  at  that 

?)och  been  consi^tied  to  the  hands  of  the  ferocious  Simon, 
his  profaned  child,  perverted  and  rendered  stupid  by  the 
rudeness  and  cynicism  of  Simon,  had  no  further  cummuni- 
catkn  with  his  sister  and  with  his  aunt.  Tbey  saw  him  only, 
fimn  time  to  dme,  through  the  battlements  of  the  tower. 
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Tb^  diera  breathed  the  ■ir,  and  tfaey  heard  with  horrar  the 
poor  hoy  nng,  without  comprehending  thein,  the  impare 
■ongB  which  Simon  taught  him  against  bis  own  mother  and 
jhia  ovrn  &mil]r. 

Madame  Elizabeth,  instructed  by  smne  half  sentencee  ot 
the  trial  and  death  of  Marie  AnttHDette,  had  not  rarealed 
■11  the  truth  to  her  niece.  She  allowed  her  ignorance  to 
waTBT  in  that  doubt  which  surmises  the  wont  catastrophes, 
hut  which  doea  not  close  the  heart  to  all  hope.  Bouod  ia 
■till  closer  and  more  mournful  captivity,  deprived  of  exer- 
eise,  books,  aud  fire,  and  almost  of  nourishment,  by  the 
•uhaltem  agents  of  the  Commune,  the  princeas  had  passed 
the  autumn  and  the  winter  without  knowing  any  tlmig  cd 
the  exterior  or  interior  morenaents  c^the  repubUc.  A  visit 
from  four  municipals,  delegated  hj  the  council,  and  aererer 
searches,  wanted  them  that  thnr  nte  would  be  mme.rigor- 
oiis.  Their  paper  was  taken  fixim  them,  under  pretext  that 
they  made  fidse  assignats.  They  deprived  them  even  <^  die 
games  at  cards,  and  the  games  of  chess,  which  bad  shorten- 
ed their  long  winter's  evemngs^  because  these  games  recall- 
ed the  name  of  king  and  queen,  proscribed  by  the  repalrdk. 
On  the  19th  of  January,  the  evening  before  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  king's  death,  the  Dauphin  was  entirely  seques- 
tered, like  a  wild  anitnal,  in  a  high  chamber  of  the  toiver, 
wherein  no  one  entered.  Simon,  alone,  threw  to  him  his 
proviaiona,  half  opening  the  door.  A  flask  of  water,  seldom 
replenished,  was  hia  beverage.  He  never  got  ont  of  his 
bed,  which  was  never  made.  His  clothes,  his  shirt,  and  his 
shoes,  bad  never  been  changed  for  more  than  a  year.  His 
window  closed  by  a  movable  fastening,  opened  no  more  To 
the  air  without  He  condnually  inhaled  his  own  infection. 
He  had  neither  book,  nor  plaything,  nor  tools,  to  occupy 
his  hands.  His  active  faculties,  repelled  in  him  by  idleness 
and  solitude,  had  become  depraved.  His  limbs  stiffened. 
His  intelligence  became  suspended  under  the  continuanoe 
of  his  terror.  Simon  sppe^ed  to  have  received  orders  to 
by  to  what  degree  of  brutality  and  toisery  it  was  possibli) 
to  make  the  son  of  a  king  descend. 


The  aunt  and  sister,  also  prisoners,  incessantly  deplored  - 
and  wept  over  this  child.  Their  interromtories  respecdug 
him  were  always  answsred  with  iusnlt.  During  Lent,  they 
brought  them  only  coaise,  &t  viands,  to  fierce  them  U>  violate 
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ibe  precepts  of  die  proscribed  religiim.  Tbe  j  ate  nothing 
daring  forty  dnye,  but  the  bread  and  milk  reserved  by  them 
from  the  superfluity  of  theii:  break&at.  They  deprived 
them  of  candles  in  the  very  first  days  of  spring,  from  national 
economy.  They  were  compelled  to  retire  to  repose  at  the 
close  of  day  or  to  watch  in  darkness.  This  savage  c^riv- 
ky,  nevertheless,  did  not  alter  the  dawning  beauty  of  th« 
young  princess,  nor  the  serenity  of  her  aunt's  tesHier. 
Nature  and  youth  triumphed  in  the  one,  over  persecutum; 
reUgien  triumphed,  in  tne  other,  over  misibrtune.  Their 
mutual  afiection,  their  conversation,  and  their  sufferings, 
iek  and  comprehended  mutually,  inspired  them  with  a 
patience  which  almost  resembled  peue. 

The  order  to  try  Madame  Elizabeth  was  a  challenge  o£ 
cruelty  between  die  ruling  men  as  to  who  would  be  the 
most  puiless  toward  the  blood  of  the  BourbcMM. 

VL 
On  the  9th  of  May,  at  the  moment  when  the  princesses, 
half  nndressed,  were  prsying  at  the  foot  of  their  beds,  be- 
fore retiring  to  slumber,  tney  beard  such  repeated  and 
violent  blows  at  the  door  of  their  chambers  as  made  it 
tremble  upcm  its  hinges.  Madame  Elizabeth  hastened  to 
dress  herself,  and  to  open  it.  "  You  must  descend  instant- 
ly," said  the  turnkeys  to  her.  "  And  my  niece  %"  replied 
me  princess  I  "  We  shall  attond  to  her  '^-and-by."  Tbe 
aunt  foresaw  her  fate,  iiished  toward  her  niece,  and  en- 
circled her  in  her  arms,  as  if  to  dispute  this  separation. 
Madame  Royale  wept  and  trembled.  "  Be  tranquil  my 
child,"  said  her  aunt  to  her ;  "  I  shall  come  up  again  with- 
out doubt,  in  an  iustsnt."  "No!  citoyennet"  rudely  re- 
plied the  jailers,  "  you  will  not  re-ascend  :  take  yoor  bon- 
net and  come  down."  As  she  delayed,  by  her  protestations 
and  embraces,  the  execution  of  this  order,  these  men  loaded 
her  with  invectives  and  injurious  apostrophes.  She  uttered 
her  last  adieu  and  pious  exhortations  to  her  niece  in  few 
words.     She  invoked  the  memory  of  the  king  and  queen  to 

S*ve  more  authority  to  her  words.  She  bathed  the  face  of 
e  young  ^rl  widi  her  tears,  and  went  out,  returmnE  to 
blese  her  fiw  the  last  time.  Having  descended  to  the  wick- 
ets, she  there  found  the  commiasanes.  They  searched  her 
knew.  They  made  her  ascend  a  carriage,  which  conducted 
■ier  to  tbe  Conciergerie. 

Tt  was  midni^t.     It  has  been  s^  that  the  day  did  not 
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a  hoan  Mfficient  ftr  tb*  ii^»«tieoee  of  tba  triboMl. 

The  Tic»fiT««d«K  »w»it«d  Madmme  EliMbelh  xnd  interro- 
Mtad  her  without  a  wilneM,  They  left  her  afterward  to 
take  www  repoM,  opon  the  iaine  coach  where  Marie  An- 
toitiette  hftd  slept  out  her  agony-  On  the  fi>}lowing  mom- 
ing,  they  conducted  her  to  the  tribunal,  aceompaDied  by 
twenty-foar  accuaed,  of  every  age,  and  ot  both  sexes,  se- 
lacted  lo  inapite  the  people  with  the  reaiembrance  and 
reoantment  of  the  court.  Of  this  nnniber  were  Mesdamea 
d«  SAnozan,  de  MoMmorency,  do  Canisy.  de  HootmoriD, 
tha  son  of  Madame  de  Montmorin,  aged  mgfateen,  H.  de 
Lom^die,  the  fbrn»er  minister  of  war,  and  an  old  eoartier 
of  Vensillea,  the  Count  de  SourdevaL  "  Of  what  should 
the  complain  1"  said  the  public  aeeuser,  on  seeing  this 
eortige  of  women  of  the  most  iRostrions  names  groopcwl 
around  the  sisleT  of  Louis  XVI,,  "  In  seeing  herself  at  the 
foot  of  the  guillotine,  sHrrounded  by  this  foitbfiil  nobility, 
■he  may  imagine  herself  again  at  VersaitleB." 

VII, 

The  aceuaations  were  densive,  the  anaweis  disdainful. 
"You  call  my  brother  a  tyrant,"  said  the  sister  of  Lonis 
XVI.  to  the  accuser,  and  to  the  judges  :  "if  he  had  beet 
what  you  say,  yon  would  not  be  where  yon  are,  nor  I  be- 
fore yon!"  She  heard  ber  sentence  witooat  astonishment 
and  witboot  griefl  The  only  fevor  she  asked  was  a  priest 
faithful  to  her  f^tb,  to  seal  ber  death  with  tbe  diviue  par- 
don. This  consolation  was  refused  her.  She  supplied  it 
by  pta.yer  and  the  sacrifice  of  ber  life.  A  long  lime  before 
the  hour  of  punisbment,  sbe  entered  tbe  common  dungeon 
to  encourage  her  companions. 

They  then  cut  ber  long  fair  hair,  wMch  feU  to  her  feet 
like  the  crovm  of  her  youtb. 

The  females  of  her  funeral  suite,  and  the  executionera 
tbemselves  divided  it  among  them. 

They  bound  her  bands.  They  made  her  then  mount 
upon  tbe  last  bench  q(  the  car  which  closed  the  cortege 
They  desired  that  her  punishment  sbould  bo  multiplied  by 
the  twen^-two  blows  which  fell  upon  these  arietocratical 
heads.  The  people  assembled  to  insult,  remained  dumb 
upon  her  paBSHge.  The  beauty  of  the  princess,  angelic  by 
interior  peace ;  ner  innocence  of  all  the  disorders  which  had 
rendered  the  court  unpopular;  her  youtb  sBcrificed  to  the 
affection  she  bore  to  her  brother,  and  her  voluntary  devotion 
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to  the  dungeon  and  tl^  Bcaffold  of  ber  fiiinilf,  made  her  the 
purest  victim  of  royalty.  It  waa  g)ariouB  to  the  royal  family 
to  offer  up  this  Bpotlese  victim^— impious  in  tlie  people  to 
exact  it.  A  secret  remorse  gnawed  every  heart.  Tbe  exe* 
cuiioner  presented,  in  her,  relica  to  tbe  throne,  and  a  -saint 
to  royalty.  Her  companions  already  venerated  her  before 
heaven.  Proud  of  dying  with  innocence,  they  all  humbly 
approached  the  princess  before  ascending,  one  by  one,  to 
the  Hcafiotd,  and  asked  the  conBcdatiou  of  embracing  ber. 

The  oxecutionerB  dared  sot  refuse  to  femaloB  what  d>ej 
had  refused  to  H^raultHJe-S^chellee  and  to  Dantm.  The 
princess  embraced  all  tbe  condemned  as  they  ascended  tbe 
ladder.  After  this  funereal  homage,  she  yielded  her  head 
to  the  ax.  Chaste  in  the  midst  of  the  seductions  of  beauty 
and  of  youth,  pious  and  pure  in  a  frivolous  court,  patient  in 
the  dungeon,  humble  in  greatness,  proud  upon  the  scaffold 
— Madame  Elizabeth  bequeathed,  by  her  death,  a  model 
of  innocence  npon  tbe  steps  <^  tbe  throne,  an  eaample  to 
affection,  and  admiration  to  the  worid,  and  ai^  etcroal  re- 
proach to  tbe  republic 

VTII. 

The  number  and  barlMrtty  of  tbe  execuriona,  .die  inno- 
cence of  the  victims,  tbe  distribution  of  spoil,  the  demion  of 
judgment,  tbe  streams  of  blood,  and  the  heaps  of  corpses, 
transformed  tbe  nation  into  an  executioner,  and  the  govern- 
ment into  a  macbine  of  Hiwrder.  To  govern  was  but  to 
sti-ike.  France  presented  the  spectacle  of  a  people  deci- 
inaied  by  jhMnselves.  Tbe  government  dared  not  abandon 
tbe  guillotine  for  fear  it  should  turn  against  itself.  It  alone 
preserved  some  days  of  power  ty  sheltering  itself  under  n 
perpetual  scaffold.  Such  a  government  could  not  exist 
long.  It  was  one  protracted  assaisinatton.  Crime  is  sot 
durable  in  nature. 

We  do  not  establish  rage,  vengeance,  spoliation,  impiety, 
and  murder.  We  contend  against  them,  blush  at  them,  and 
cast  abanie  at  their  feeL  Such  is  the  divine  order  of  human 
society.  The  Revolution,  armed  to  destroy  ancient  and 
odious  inequality,  and  to  march  in  order  to  fraternal  democ- 
racy, could  not,  with  impunity,  denaturalize  and  convert 
hself  into  sanguinarv  oppression.  After  having  oveitbrovrn 
the  throne,  it  sfaonld  haw  atntaht  anothar  ragnlatwi  pmrsr 
im  ^  p«of>l^  and  fane  Mguued  it  by  iiuiit«ii«a  od  SM 
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br  pmeriptiow.    Tcttof  wu  not  power,  it  was  tymmy. 
Tynmnj  conld  not  be  the  goTBninient  of  libertr. 

Then  tbougfats  fennented  id  the  brain  of  Robespierre, 
He  wearied  his  bead  with  the  ptoblem  of  how  this  power 
couid  be  conTorted  into  a  republic.  Three  motubs  gwvn 
bim  :be  solution. 

IX. 
The  death  of  Hubert  bad  rendered  Robespierre  master 
of  the  Commnne.  Tbedeuh  of  Danton  had  rendered  him 
tlte  arbiter  of  the  CoDTentioD,  The  persererance  and  spirit- 
aality  of  bis  doctrine  sabjected  the  Jacobins  to  him.  His 
talaiit,  increased  by  arduous  study,  and  by  five  yean  passed 
almost  entirely  in  the  tribune,  bestowed  upon  his  ideas  and 
speech  a  force  and  authority  no  longer  disputed.  No  eJo- 
quence  could  henceforth  weigh  with  his.  He  was  the  only 
irapoitant  voice  in  the  republic.  The  Jacobins  and  the 
Convention  listened  solely  to  him.  Although  he  did  not 
pOBsesa,  nor  as  yet  affect  absotuie  rule  in  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  the  opinion  of  France  decreed  him  the  supe- 
riority, that' dictatorship  of  nature.  His  colleagues  were 
tacitly  indignant,  but  feigned  themselves  to  awara  it  to  hint. 
The  Convention  simulated  enthusiasm  to  disguise  suljec- 
tion.  The  Cordeliers  were  dispersed  ;  their  conquered  rero- 
oant  sought  refuge  among  the  Jacolrins.  The  Commune, 
entirely  subordinate  to  the  agents  of  Robespierre's  patty, 
responded  to  him  from  the  sections,  the  sections  from  the 
people,  Henriot  from  the  uatioml  guard.  Robespierre  did 
not  reign,  but  his  name  reigned.  He  had  bnt  to  realize 
his  reign  and  to  or^nize  his  dictatorship.  But  at  this  last 
step  he  faltered.  His  refusal  of  supreme  power  was  sin- 
cere in  tfae  motives  which  he  adduced.  But  there  were 
other  modvea  which  made  him  averse  to  seize  on  the  gov- 
ernment alone.  These  motives  he  had  not  as  yet  avowed. 
It  was  because  he  had  attained  the  goal  of  hia  thoughts, 
and  he  knew  not,  in  reality,  what  form  it  behoved  him  to 
give  to  the  revolutionary  instiiutione.  A  man  of  ideas 
rather  than  of  action,  Robespierre  posseased  the  sentiment 
of  the  Revolution  rather  than  its  political  formula.  He 
dreamed  of  the  spirit  of  institutions  for  the  future,  ne  was 
deficient  in  the  mechanism  of  a  popular  government.  His 
theories,  borrowed  Jirom  books,  were  brilliant  and  vague  as 
penpeedTs,  uncertain  as  the  distant  prospect.  He  was  aV- 
wnys.MDitdering.tfaem;  be.  daz^ed  himself  wi&  contsm- 
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pladng  them,  but  never  touched  them  with  the  firm,  anerriiw 
hand  of  practice.  Ho  waa  ignorant  that  liberty  horeotf 
must  protect  heraelf  by  a  strong  power,  and  that  this  power 
requires  a  head  to  will — and  membera  to  execute.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  words  liberty,  equality,  diuntereatedoesa, 
devotion,  and  virtoe,  constantly  repeated,  formed  in  them^ 
selves  alooe  a  government.  He  took  philosophy  for  policy. 
He  was  irritated  at  his  miscalculatioiis.  He  cowtantly 
attributed  his  mistakes  to  plota  of  the  ariatocracy  and  the 
demagogues.  He  thought  that  by  suppressing  the  ariato* 
crats  and  demagogues  of  society,  he  would  supprasa  the 
vices  of  humanity  and  the  obstadee  to  the  working  of  insti- 
tutions. He  had  taken  an  illnsory,  in  lieu  of  s  seriooa, 
view  of  the  people.  He  was  an^  at  finding  them  often 
fu  weak, so  cowardly,  so  cruel,BO  ignorant,  so  versatile,  and 
w  unworthy  of  the  rank  which  nature  assigned  ibem.  He 
was  chagrined,  and  soured,  and  loaded  the  scaffold  to  ex- 
plain his  difficulties  to  himself  Then  he  was  irritated  at 
the  very  excess  of  the  ae^old,  and  returned  to  the  words 

Sstice  and  humanity.  A^ain  he  resorted  to  punishment, 
e  invoked  virtue,  and  instigated  death;  floating  one  while 
upon  the  clouds,  at  another  in  blood.  He  despaired  of 
mankind — be  waa  fiightoned  at  himself.  ■■  Death  I  always 
deathi"  he  frequenUy  exclaimed  in  private;  "and  the 
wretcbas  cast  it  upon  me  1  What  a-memory  I  shall  leave 
behind  me  if  ibis  lasts  !  Life  is  a  burden  to  me."  Once, 
at  last,  truth  revealed  ttaelf.  He  exclaimed,  with  a  sign  of 
want  of  confidence  in  himself,  "No  I  I  am  not  made  to  gov- 
ern ;  I  am  made  to  combat  the  enemiea  of  the  people." 

X 

Saint-Just,  his  only  confidant,  came  repeatedlv  during 
Qvery  day,  to  closet  hmiself  widt  Bobespierre.  He  endea- 
vbred  to  persuade  his  master  to  ad<^t  a  policy  leas  v^ue 
and  plana  more  decided. 

Saint-Just,  tbongh  young,  possessed,  if  not  in  idea,  at 
teast  in  character,  the  oonrammate  maturity  of  a  statesman. 
Ha  was  born  a  tyrant .  He  had  die.  iasolence  of  goveiti- 
tnent,  even  before  he  possessed  its  power.  His  language 
sssnmed  the  form  of  commaud.  He  was  as  laconic  as  his 
wilL  His  missions  in  the  camps  and  the  imperious  use 
which  he  had  made  of  bis  aothonty  over  the  generab,  iu 
the  midst  of  their  annies,  had  taught  Saint-Just  bow  easily 
men  are  made  to  submit  noder  the  hand  of  a  sin^  man. 
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Hit  bnrcry  ind  6arj  UMUier  had  ^mi  Ian  Ae  Udts^ 
cf  s  flnlttaij  tribuDe,  m  ramdy  to  execute  U  to  conceWe  ■ 
camp  de  main.  BobeapierTe  wM  tbe  only  man  befi»e  whota 
SuntJoat  bowed^ — ai  before  the  anpetior  uid  regnlatiiig 
idea  c^  tbe  rapablic.  Bwn  tboagfa  ecenaing  hi*  delay,  be 
reapActed  bia  irreaolotiai),  and  devoted  bniaelf  to  bim  in 
bis  &1L  To  fell  with  RotMnMerre  eppeKred  to  hioi  to  All 
with  the  very  cauae  of  dte  RevololioD.  An  impatient  dis- 
ciple, bat  still  always  a  disciple,  be  urged  tbe  oracle,  be  did 
not  f(Hx»it. 

Couthon,  LebM,  Coffinbal,  and  Bueaaratti  were  frequent- 
ly admitted  to  bia  conferenoea,  AU  BUtcere  republtcans, 
tb^  felt,  however,  as  Sain»Jnst,  diat  the  bo«r  of  tba  crime 
Bad  arrived,  and  ibat  if  tbe  republic  entertained  hortor  fiw 
a  tyrant,  it  required  a  power  lees  wavering  a»d  iReapomilJe 
Iban  that  of  committees.  Thus  as  in  every  crins  wbereio 
Robespierre  bad  trusted  to  time  «id  to  fortane,  ratber  than 
to  leac^ution,  he  adapted  tbe  part  of  allowing  hioMelf  toba 
swayed  by  the  moment,  believing  that  the  oracle  was  in  tbe 
cJFcumstance,  and  confiding  in  fatality,  that  eupeiMitioB  of 
■ten  who  have  been  long  MrtonatB. 

■  XI. 

It  was,  however,  arraneed  betwean  Um  aad  his  fiieada. 
that  the  reptiblic  required  institutions ;  that  over  Ae  com- 
mittees it  waa  pecBssary  to  have  a  supreme  director  nf  the 
juriadictioa  of  tbe  ezecntive  power;  and  that  if  the  Jaeo- 
tHus,  the  Convention,  and  t^a  people  decided  on  giving  a 
head  to  the  government,  Robespierre  abouM  devote  bim- 
folf  to  this  temporary  magistracy. 

They  agreed,  besides,  in  the  necessity  of  promptly  wrest- 
ing power  frnm  tbe  membsm  of  tbe  comnntlee;  of  watch- 
ing aitd  punlying  tbe  Jacobins,  an  iodBpeneable  point 
(rf  support  fiw  exciting  the  CoaventioB;  o€  poMesaing 
themselves  of  tbe  general  council  of  tbe  Commune,  which 
had  insuiTection  at  its  disposal;  of  remainug  masters, 
through  Heuiiot,  of  the  armed  feree  of  Paris ;  of  wean- 
ing over,  by  means  of  Sunt-Just  and  Lebas,  the  feeling 
of  the  camps ;  c^  soccesBively  tecalling  from  tbe  depart- 
ments the  deputies  in  mission  on  whom  they  did  not  relv; 
of  bauiriiing  from  tbe  Convention  or  destroying  in  the 
minds  of  &e  people  those  whom  they  su^Mcted  of  am- 
tntiooB  projeets;  and  final^  of  piepuing  m  advance  fitr 
RobeapwiTe  a  legal  aim  ao  arUtraiy,  so  absolnte,  and  M 
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teiriblQ,  that  lie  sbould  bwe  nodung  more  to  uk  when 
raiaed  to  the  eupreroe  magiBtracy ;  to  cause  every  head  to 
bend  under  the  law  of  unity  and  befora  the  ]evel  of  death. 
HobespieiTe  reserved  to  himBelf  the  right  never  to  act  but 
by  force  of  opinion,  not  to  hoive  recoune  to  insurrection,  to 
Teapect  tbe  natioiial  sovereignty  in  ila  center,  and  to  accept 
only  ttiat  t^le  and  power  which  abould  bs  tmpoMd'upoo 
him  by  tbe  national  repreeentatjoo.  Couthon  was  charged 
to  prepare  a  decree  which  gave  the  dictatornfaip  to  the 
committeea.  This  dictatorship  once  voted  by  the  Conven- 
tion, they  would  wrest  from  toe  hands  of  the  coBitnittMB, 
aj>d  would  turn  it  in  need  agoinat  tbem.  It  waa  thia  un- 
explained decree  which  was  called  some  days  later  tbe  de- 
cree t^  the  32d  Fraidsl.  Saint-Just  suspended  for  some 
days  hia  departure  for  the  armyof  tbe  Kfaine,  in  order  to 
lanch  forth  previously  in  the  committee  and  in  the  ConvMt- 
tioQ  some  of  the  axioms  which  &U  from  on  high  into  tfae 
ideas  f^  an  assembly,  which  convey  apreeentimeDt  of  tbe 
depth  of  [Kojects,  and  prepare  the  imagination  for  tfae  nn- 
kaowti. 

XII. 
The  urgency  wu  extreme,  tbe  step  slippery.  Tbe  death 
of  Danton  hod  beheaded  La  Montague.  Tbe  Montagnarda 
were  ibemsetw  astonished  at  the  removal,  by  so  sudden, 
so  bold,  and  so  unforeseen  a  c^icp  de  maw,  of  a  man  who 
was  rooted  among  tbem,  and  wfaoae  absence  left  them  with- 
out spirit,  without  voice,  and  without  arms,  to  tbe  snpram- 
acy  of  tbe  committees.  Robespierre  had  gained  by  this 
aoHp  d'iiat  an  authority  and  reepeet  n^icb  caused  trem- 
bling, but  also  haU<ed,  among  the.  Conventionalists.  The 
Bian  who  bad  subdued  and  killed  Dftnton  could  dare  and 
do  all.  Hitherto  the  disinterestedness  of  Sobeipiem  was 
accredited,  but  now  tbey  believed  in  his  ambition.  The 
very  suspicion  of  this  amlnrioa  was  strength  to  him.  There 
are  voices  which  the  cowardice  of  men  respects  ibot«  than 
virtue.  From  the  momeBt  thu  Robespierre  piepand  to 
reign,  tbey  prepared  to  obey  him.  SIbtob  are  never  want- 
mg  to  tyrante,  nor  enoouragement  to  tyranny.  Lb  Mcm- 
tignoen  maut  feigned  idolatry  for  Rvbes^nerre.  Thw  ap- 
parent worship,  however,  was  at  bottom  mingled  with  fear 
and  wratb.  The  numerous  &iends  of  Danton  experienced  - 
a  secret  abame  at  having  abandoned  bina.  The  nanie  of 
Donun  caused  tben  MiMaM     Hu  TMtat  ■piM*  n^ni  La 
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Hontagos,  wUch  no  one  dared  to  occopj,  accused  them. 
Hie  remembrance  importuned  them  to  avenge  bim. 

But  with  the  excaption  of  some  glances  of  iotelligence, 
and  Bome  half-interchanged  words,  no  one  dared  to  confide 
to  his  neighbor  hie  secret  misgivings.  Robespierre  was 
reduced  to' seek  in  men's  coantenancea  the  favor  or  hatred 
which  they  bore  toward  him.  To  nndetstand  an  opposition 
tboTonghly,  it  was  necessary  to  analjKe  every  look. 

XIIL 

Among  those  prominent  faces  v^ich  disturbed  and  oSeiwl 
ed  Robespierre's  eye  mi^t  be  reckoned  Legendre,  veiled, 
however,  under  the  mask  of  complaisance ;  Leonard  Bour- 
don, who  ill  disguised  resentment ;  Bourdon  (de  I'Oise),  too 
intemperate  in  speech  for  silent  servitude ;  Collot  d'Herbois, 
too  declamatory  to  support  superiority  of  talent;  Ban^re 
whose  ambiguous  physiognomy  left  even  suspicion  unde- 
cided ;  Si^yes,  who  bad  spread  the  darkness  of  his  soul 
over  his  countenance,  so  that  the  insensibility  of  an  automa- 
ton might  alone  be  read  there ;  Barras,  with  dissembled  iBi- 
partiahty ;  Fr6ron,  who  concealed  the  tears  with  which  his 
heart  had  been  inundated  since  the  execution  of  Lucile 
Desmoulins ;  Tallien,  ill  disguising  a  secret  sorrow  since 
the  imprisonment  of  Theresa  Cabaras,  who  bore  his  name, 
in  the  dungeons  of  Carmes ;  Camot,  whdie  austere  and 
martial  brow  disdained  dissimulation ;  Vadier,  one  while 
caressing,  at  another  aggressive;  Louis  (du  bas-RMu),  dis- 
playing  his  violence  boldly ;  Billaud-Varennes,  the  face  of 
Brutus  watching  Csssar,  whose  pate  and  attenuated  coon- 
tenance,  wrinkled  brow,  tbinlips,  and  glance  sardonic,  and 
aa  if  springing  from  a  bidden  source,  revealed  a  disposition 
emban'sssmg  to  know,  difficult  to  bend,  and  impossible  to 
subdue;  and,  lastly,  Courttns,  deputy  of  Aube,  the  friend 
of  Danton,  having  never  applauded  his  crimes,  but  never 
betrayed  his  remembrance — an  honest  man,  whose  just  and 
moral  repubHcaiiistn  hsd  not  hardened  bis  heart. 

Some  friends  of  Marat  and  Hubert,  deputies  such  as  Car- 
rier, Fouch^,  and  of  other  Conventionalists,  recalled  from 
their  missions  to  obey  the  public  clamor  against  their  atroo* 
ities,  grouped  or  seated  themselves  discontentedly  in  tbo 
Tanks  of  La  Montague. 

La  Flaine.  composed  of  the  lemnant  of  Girondists,  more 
pliable  and  more  servile  than  ever,  since  tbey  had  beeif 
decimated,  were  silent— roted,  and  admired. 
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SIV. 

In  the  intenor  of  the  two  great  committeM,  the  pBmes 
moFB  immediately  claehing  displayed  their  character  the 
more  completdy,  without  disclosing  themftelvea.  Vadier, 
Amar,  Jagot,  Louia  (dit  bas-Rhin),  David,  Lebaa,  Lavicotn- 
terie,  Moyse,  Bajle,  Elie  Lacoste,  aikd  Dubairan,  composed 
dto  Cotamittee  of  Oeneral  Safety. 

Almost  all  tbeae  members  c^  the  Committee  of  Qeneral 
Sa&ty  had  an  absolute  respect  for  the  opinions  of  Robes- 

S'erra.  Some,  however,  remembered  Danton,  and  others 
^beri,  with  bitterness.  David  and  Lebas  alone  repreaeoled 
there  the  will  of  the.  ruler  of  the  Jaeobias ;  the  former  by 
servility,  the  latter  &om  feeling  and  conviction. 

XV. 

In  the  Commtttoe  of  Public  Safety,  the  center  and  focus 
of  government,  the  absence  of  many  Tepresentatives  in  mis- 
sion allowed  the  deliberations  and  powerto  oscillate  among 
a  small  number  of  membora,  who  comprised  the  republic. 
These  wore  then  Sobespierre,  Couthon,  Saint-Jnst,  Billaud- 
Varennes,  Barr^re,  Collet  d'Herbois,  Camot,  Frieur,  and 
Robert  Lindet. 

Robespierre,  Couthon,  and  Saint-Just  were  the  political 
men :  BilUud-Varennes,  Barr^re,  and  Collbt  d'Herbois,  the 
revotutionists :  Camot,  Robert  Lindet,  and  Prieur,  were 
the  administrators  of  the  Committee.  The  first  governed, 
the  second  struck,  the  third  served  the  repubUc. 

Between  Robespierre's  party  and  that  of  Billaud-Varen* 
nes,  silent  but  deep  dissensions  begau  to  break  out.-  Camot, 
Lindet,  and  Prieur  endeavored  to  stifle  these  differences  in 
the  mystery  of  theiv  sittings,  for  fear  of  encouraging  without 
fiutions  fatal  to  the  general  safety.  Occasionally  these  three 
decemvirs  reunited  themselves  to  Robespierre,  more  fre- 
quently to  Billaud-Varennes  and  Barr^re.  The  haughty 
reserve  of  Robespierre,  the  coarseness  of  Couthon,  and  th^ 
dogmatism  of  Saint-Just,  offended  the  Convention Edists,  and 
reduced  them  firom  repulsion  of  character  into  a  silent  ^>a- 
(hy,  which  resembled  opposition.  When  Robespierre  was 
absent,  they  pronounced  the  word  tyrwit.  He  abused,  said 
they,  alternately  eloquence  or  silence ;  he  commanded  as  a 
master,  or  was  silent  as  a  superior,  who  disdained  discus- 
sion J  he  left  to  the  oommittBe  the  responsibility  of  its  acts, 
after  hannghispiredtbem]  -wreeorrad  to  himself  the  right 
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of  blaming  the  Jacobiius.for  what  he  bad  canBeated  to  at  llie 
Tnileries;  fa«  boasted  of  moderatioD,  and  exhorted  clemen- 
cy ;  he  defeaded  thow  TictimB  wbose  blood  was  the  most 
iDdispensable  to  bis  own  greatDeaa ;  be  cast  all  the  odium 
of  government  upon  bia  colleague*  i  be  defamed  tbrm  bj 
hia  iaolatioQ ;  be  aliHie  usurped  all  popularity ;  be  ebackled 
tbe  war  policy  <^  Camot ;  be  smiled  with  contempt  froiii 
his  bench  at  die  military  vauniiiig  of  Bair^re ;  he  did  not 
disguise  those  afier-thougfats  vrhicfa  wei^ied  more  than  bis 
just  influence  in  the  committee;  and  he  assumed  in  the 
aaaembliea  a  mien  which  betrayed  the  disdain  or  tbe  majes- 
ty of  a  de^MX.  No  ftuoili»rity  tempered  his  authority;  he 
arrived  l^e,  he  entered  with  a  neeligent  atep,  be  seated 
himself  without  speaking,  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  table, 
he  leaned  his  iace  upon  his  hands,  he  forbade  bis  lips  to 
exproBfi  either  approbation  or  blame,  and  be  habitually 
feigned  absence,  and  sometimes  sleep,  to  evince  indifferwico 


Such  were  tbe  reproaches  which  circulated  aeoFetlj 
against  Robespierre  i>  the  conttnittaee. 

xvr. 

In  tbe  Commune  be  reigned  as  a  sovereign  throti;^ 
Flenriot- lies  cot  and  Fayan  !  tbe  one  mayor  t^  Paris,  £e 
other  tbe  national  agent. 

The  Revolutionary  Tribunal  was  devoted  ta  bim  through 
Dumas,  Hermann,  Soub«'bielle,  Duplay,  and  all  tbe  juiXM* 
— men  chosen  from  that  class  of  people  among  whom  the 
name  of  Robespierre  was.  adored. 

XVIL 

In  the  Jacoluns,  Robespierre  reigned  by  himself.  D'»- 
dajadal  in  tbe  committee,  negligent  ip  the-  Convention,  be 
was  aMiduMis,  indefatigable,  eloquent,  obsequious,  tind 
terrible  every  evening  at  the  sittings  of  this  society.  There 
was  bis  empire.  He  cuosolidated,  by  exercising  it.  He 
accustomed  opinion  to  obey  bira,  to  prepare  tbe  republic 
voluntarily  to  commit  itself  to  bis  hands.  He  commenced, 
only  a  few  days  afler  tbe  punishment  of  Danton,  to  exer- 
cise his  sovereignty  in  their  tribune. 

Dufbuniy,  the  president  of  tbe  JacobinB  for  .many  yeara, 
had  sometimes  dared  to  interrupt  the  orator,  or  to  contra- 
dict him  in  t^  midst  of  his  diacounes.  Ha  had  furUiei 
piucBund  agNMt  the  sridttice  vt  StJrt'JM  a&d  tbs  pr? 
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•cnption  of  llie  Dantonists.  Attacked  by  Vadier,  Dulbunij 
essayed  to  justify  himself.  Kobeepieire,  allowing  the  wave 
of  reaeatmeot  which  he  had  raised  to  spread  for  HOme 
time  against  him,  said  to  Dufoumy,  "  Remember,  that 
ChiiboC  and  Roosiu  were  Mice  as  impadent  as  yourself; 
and  that  impudence  apon  the  brow  is  tbe  SPnl  of  crime-" 
"  Mine  is  tranquillity,"  replied  Dufourny,  "  'iranqoillity  !" 
answered  Robespierre.  "  No  I  tranquillity  is  not  in  thy 
soul.  I  shall  reftn"  to  all  your  words  ;  to  unrail  you  to  the 
eyes  of  the  people.  Tranquillity !  conapiratois  constantly 
invoke  it;  but  they  dall  not  have  it.  What !  tbey  dare  to 
bewail  Danton,  Lacroix,  aad  their  accomplkea,  when  tbe 
crimes  of  these  men  are  written  with  our  blood ;  when 
Belgium  yet  snttAes  with  their  treason  I  You  think  to  de- 
ceive ue  with  your  perfidious  inteniJonB  I  You  Bball  not 
succeed  therein  I  Yoa  were  tbe  friend  of  Fabre  d'Sglan- 
tinel" 

XVIII. 
Saint-Just  rose  daily  more  and  more  in 'the  Convention 
He  endeavored  to  increase  tbe  soul  of  the  r^nblic  to  tbe 
proportion  of  a  complete  regeneration  of  society.  His 
maxims  potaessed  tbe  dogmatism,  and  almost  the  aathoritj 
of  «pro[diet>  One  might  imaKioe  in  ^is  man,  so  young,  so 
handsome,  and  so  inspired,  the  precursor  of  a  new  aga. 
"  We  must,"  said  he,  in  a  report  upon  the  general  police, 
"  form  a  new  city.  Wa  must  make  it  understood  that  a 
revolutionary  government  is  not  a  state  of  conquest,  nor  a 
state  of  war,  but  a  passage  from  bad  to  good,  ftom  corrup- 
tion to  probity,  from  evil  to  honest  maxima.  A  revolution- 
ist is  inflexible ;  but  be  is  sensible,  mild,  polite,  nod  frugal. 
Ha  strikes  in  the  combat,  he  defends  imtocence  before  the 
judges.  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau  was  a  revolutiuniat ;  he 
vras  doubtless  neither  insolent  nor  rude.  Be  you  such  I 
Await  no  other  recompense  than  immortality.  I  knowthat 
those  who  have  desired  well  have  all  perished.  Codrus 
was  prec^itated  into  an  abyss.     Lycurgns  had  his  eye 

f lucked  out  by  the  thieves  of  Sparta,  and  died  in  exile, 
'bocion  and  Socrates  draidi  hemlock.  Athens  even  oa 
that  day  crowned  herself  with  flowers.  It  signiBee  not, 
they  had  doao  good.  If  this  good  was  lost  to  their  country, 
it  was  not  conoeaW  from  the  divinity  I  To  form  a  good 
public  conscienae— thcow  is  the  police.  This  conscioDce, 
u  uniform  as  the  human  heart)  is  ctHnposed  of  the  incfinfr 
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tioa  of  tho  people  to  the  general  good.  You  btive  been  ae> 
vera,  you  have  been  compelled  to  be  so.  It  has  been  nee- 
eaniY  to  avooge  our  fBthen,  and  to  conceal  under  its 
wreck  this  monarchy,  the  huge  coffin  of  so  many  servile  geo- 
erations.  What  would  have  become  of  au  indulgent  repub- 
lie  against  ruthless  enemies  1  We  have  opposed  blade  to 
blade,  and  liberty  is  founded.  She  sprang  from  the  bosom 
t^  tempest  and  grief,  as  the  world  from  chaos,  and  the 
niftn  who  weeps  at  his  niith."  (The  Convendon  applaud- 
ed enlhuriaadcallT-) 

"  Let  us  cherish  retired  life.  Ye  ambitioaa  ones,  go  and 
walk  in  the  cemetery  vHtere  r^wse  together  conspirators 
and  tyrants,  and  decide  between  iamo,  which  is  the  noise 
of  tongues,  and  true  glory,  which  is  the  esteem  of  one's  sel^ 
The  goremment  is  accused  of  a  dictatorship  I  And  since 
when  have  the  enemies  of  the  Revolution  been  so  pregnant 
with  solicitude  fiir  the  conservation  of  Hhetty  t  There  was 
never  a  person  so  shameless  in  Rome  as  to  r^iroach  die 
Buveiity  which  Cato  displayed  toward  Catiline.  C»Bar 
alone  regretted  that  traitor !  It  is  for  yon  to  impreas  Upon 
the  world  the  stamp  of  your  genius  I  Form  civil  institu- 
tions, of  which  one  has  not  thought  as  yet !  It  is  therein  that 
you  will  proclaim  the  perfection  of  your  democracy.  Do 
not  donbt  it!  All  that  exists  around  should  hare  an  end, 
for  all  that  does  exist  around  us  is  unjust.  Liberty  will 
■hroud  the  world.  Let  factions  disappear  %  Let  the  Con- 
vention soar  alone  over  every  powerl  Let  the  revohition- 
ists  be  Romans,  and  not  barbaiiianB  1" 

XIX.      . 

These  lyrical  maxims  seemed  to  brighten  the  sereiuty 
of  the  future,  in  the  midst  of  the  horror  of  the  times.  The 
Conveotion  applauded  them  vehemently.  It  was  wearied 
with  rigor.  It  welcomed  the  slightest  presentiments  of 
clemency. 

Robespierre  and  his  friends  preceded  the  Convention  in 
dils  feeUng.  They  knew  that  the  words  of  Saint-Just  were 
but  the  confidences  of  the  master,  carried  to  the  tribune  to 
prove  opinion.  Robespierre  was  in  himself  two  men :  the 
enemy  of  the  ancient  order,  and  the  apostle  of  the  new  one. 
The  death  of  Danton  had  terminated  his  first  part.  He  was 
impatient  to  sustain  the  second.  Wearied  with  executions, 
he  desired,  he  said,  to  seat  the  government  on  the  bans  of 
morali^  and  virtue,  those  two  foundations  of- the  bumav 
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■oal.  Obedience  to  haman  law  ia  but  tervilu^.  That 
which  consdtuteB  duly  is  the  Bentiment  which  elevales  this 
obedience  to  Grod.  Thua,  from  tyranny  which  it  is  in  the  ■ 
eyes  of  ntbeist,  society  becomsB  religion  in  the  eyes  of  the 
deist.  This  title,  by  rendering  the  law  holy.  Tenders  it  also 
strong,  since  to  judge  and  to  avenge  betongeth  to  Giod. 

The  idea  t£  God,  that  common  treasure  of  all  the  relig- 
ioae  upon  earth,  bad  been  degraded  to  the  dust — prostrated 
in  the  demolition  of  beliefi ;  it  had  been  mntilated  and 
crushed  in  the  mind  of  the  people  by  tlie  proscriptions,  and 
by  the  parodies  of  the  Catholic  worship,  which  Hubert  and 
Chaumetta  incited  against  the  temples,  the  priests,  and  re- 
ligious ceromonies.  The  people,  who  easily  confound  the 
'  symbal  with  the  idea,  had  believed  that  God.  was  a  preju- 
£ced  counter-revolutionist.  The  republic  seemed  td  have 
swept  the  immortality  of  the  soul  &om  its  territory  and  from 
hs  hieaven.  Atheism,  openlv  preached,  had  been  for  some 
a  rovenge  for  their  long  subjecdon  to  a  worship  repudiated 
by  them,  for  others  a  theory  favorable  to  all  crimes.  The 
people,  in  severing  this  divine  cbiun  of  iaith  in  God,  who 
retained  their  conscience,  had  thought  to  sever  at  the  same 
time  all  the  bonds  of  duty.  Terror  upon  earth  had  suc- 
ceeded justice  in  heaven.  Now  that  it  was  desired  to  do 
away  with  the  scaffold  and  inaugurate  institutions,  it  became 
necessary  to  restore  a  conscience  to  the  people.  '  A  con- 
science without  God  is  a  tribunal  without  a  Judge.  The 
light  of  conscience  is  nothing  more  than  the  reosction  of  tlie 
idea  of  Qod  in  the  soul  of  mankind.  Shut  aut.  God,  and 
man  is  in  darkness.  Virtue  may  be  mistakea  for.crime,  and 
Clime  for  virtue. 

XX. 

Kobeepierro  felt  these  tmths  profoundly.  It  is  necessary 
to  state,  however  repugnant  one  may  be  to  believe  it,  that 
he  did  not  only  feel  them  as  a  pc^cy  which  borrows  a  chain 
from  heaven  to  fetter  men  more  surely  with  it ;  he  felt  them 
aa  a  convinced  sectary,  who  himself  first  bows  down  before 
the  idea  which  he  desires  to  make  the  people  adore.  There- 
in he  had'  Mahomet  in  his  thoughts.  The  hour  of  recon- 
struction commenced.  He  desired  to  reconstruct,  before 
all,  the  tuind  of  the  nation.  With  the  same  hand  which  had 
bestowed  upon  it  all  powsr,  it  behoved  him  to  give  it  alt 
light.  A  republic  which  ought  to  have  no  other  sovereignity 
thaa  nKtraH^,  shocd  rest  entirely,  upon  a  divine  piiudpU, 
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In  the  beginimig  of  April  he  went  to  pua  some  days  in  dw 
forest  of  Moutmorencf .  He  often  viaited  tbe  hat  which 
Jean  Jacqnea  RonMen  h«d  inhabited.  It  wu  in  this  bouse 
and  in  Aia  gard«n  that  he  finiafaed  bis  report,  nmler  those 
▼err  treei  where  bis  matter  had  so  magnificently  written 
of  Ood. 

On  the  20th  Prairial  he  aaecnded  tbe  tribune,  his  report 
in  his  band.  Never,  Say  the  snrriTors  of  that  day,  had  his 
attitude  displayed  such  a  tension  of  will.  Never  bad  bis 
voice,  drawn  horn  his  very  soal,  an  accent  of  more  mural 
fttttboritj.  He  aeeined  to  speak  no  longer  in  the  tribune  as 
one  who  rkised  or  caressed  the  people,  nor  even  bb  a  legis- 
lator who  ptnmalgatea  parisbable  laws ;  but  as  a  messen^r 
who  brings  truth  to  men.  The  legislator  who  restores  in  the 
human  heart  an  idea  obscured  or  mutilated  by  ages,  ap- 
peared at  this  moment  to  Robespierre  equal  to  ^ie  philoso- 
phy  which  concnves  it.  The  Convention,  mute  and  c^lected, 
some  througfa  fear,  others  through  respect,  had  in  contem- 
pbrtion  the  gravity  of  tbe  idea  on  wHcb  tbey  were  about  to 
touob. 

**  Citizens,"  said  Robespierre,  after  an  exordium  relative 
to  the  circumstances;  "  every  doctrine  which  consoles  and 
elevates  tbe  mind  ougbt  to  be  received ;  reject  those  which 
tend  to  degrade  it. and  corrapt  it.  Reaniniate— exah — 
every  generous  sentiment,  and  every  Treat  moral  idea  which 
some  have  desired  to  mttinguish.  Who  has  bestowed  upon 
Tou  the  mission  of  announcing  to  the  people  that  tbe  Divin- 
ity exists  not ;  oh,  you  who  are  impassioned  fin*  this  barren 
doctrine,  and  who  have  no  passion  for  your  country  t  What 
advantage  do  you  find  in  peianading  man  that  a  blind  force 
presides  over  bis  destiny,  and  strikes,  at  hazanl,  vice  and 
virtue ;  and  that  his  sonlis  but  a  Kght  breath,  which  vanishes 
at  tbe  portal  of  the  tomb  t 

"  Will  tbe  idea  nf  his  annihilation  inspire  him  with  purer 
or  more  elevated  sentiments  than  &at  of  bis  immortality  1 
Will  it  inspire  him  with  more  respect  for  his  fellow  crea- 
tures or  for  himself;  more  devotion  for  bis  country ;  mo^e 
boldness  to  brave  tynmny ;  or  more  contempt  for  desth  ? 
You  who  regret  a  virtuous  friend,  do  you  love  to  think  that 
Ida  pnreet  part  has  escaped  death  1  You  who  weep  over 
dw  coffin  M  a  son  <»  of  a  sponee,  are  yon  consoled  by  lam 
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who  tells  yi>u  that  nothiog  more  remains  of  them  iitm  the 
vile  dust  1  Ve  unfortunaEe,  who  expire  beneath  the  blow 
of  the  aseHSetn — your  lost  sigh  is  an  appeal  to  eternal  jus- 
tice. Innocentw  upon  the  H^fiuld  DMksB  the  tyrant  in  bis 
triumphal  chariot  turn  pale.  Would  it  have  thia  tBcendency 
if  tha  tomb  lereled  the  oppreosor  and  the  oppressed  t  The 
more  gifted  a  man  ia  with  seneibility  tiDd  genius,  the  more 
be  attaches  himself  to  ideas  which  a^raadiae  his  being  and 
which  elevate  his  heart ;  and  the  doctrine  of  men  of  this 
caste  becomes  chat  of  the  universe. 

"  The  idea  of  tbe  Supreme  Being  and  of  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  is  a  continual  appeal  to  justice ;  this  idea  is  then 
social  and  republican.  (Applause.)  I  do  not  know  of  any 
legidator  who  ever  took  upon  himself  to  nationalize  atho' 
ism.  I  know  that  the  wisest,  even  among  them,  have 
sUowfed  some  fiction  to  mingle  with  truth,  whether  it  were 
to  strike  the  admiration  of  the  igMorant,  or  to  attach  then 
more  firmly  to  their  inetitutiooa.  Lycurgus  and  Solon  had 
recouise  to  the  authority  of  oracles ;  asd  Socratea  himself 
to  accredit  truth  among  his  fellow  citiaens,  was  obliged  to 
*  persuade  them  that  he  was  inspired  by  a  iomiliar  genius. 

"  Vou  will  Bot  conclude,  doubtless,  that  it  ^lould  bo 
necessary  to  deceive  men  to  insbuct  them ;  but  only  that 
70U  are  fiirtunaie  in  living  in  an  age  and  ia  a  oountry  whoso 
rsfinement  leaves  us  no  other  labor  to  accomplish  than  tf 
recall  men  to  nature  and  to  truth. 

"  You  will  be  very  cautious  not  to  sever  the  sacred  hoai 
which  unites  them  to  the  Author  of  their  beinz* 

"  And  what  is  this  that  the  cosspiratCKS  had  aubatituted 
in  place  of  what  they  destroyed)  .Nothing — if  it  be  not 
chaos,  emptiness,  and  violence.  They  despised  tbe  people 
too  much  to  take  the  trouble  of  persuading  tliem ;  in  lieu 
of  enlightening  them,  they  desired  only  to  irritate  and  de- 
prave theiD. 

"  If  the  principles  which  I  have  developed  so  &r  are 
orrors,  I  deceive  myself  at  least  wkh  what  all  the  world 
reveres.  Let  us  take  here  the  lessMis  of  history.  Remark, 
1  beg  of  you,  how  men  who  have  influenced  the  destiny  of 
states,  were  determined,  toward  one  or  the  other  of  two 
nyrtems  in  opposition  to  their  personal  chHracler,  and  even 
to  the  nature  oC  tbeir  political  views.  Sue  with  what  pro- 
found art  Cssar,  pleading  in  the  Roman  senata  in  lavor  of 
tbe  accomplices  of  Catiline,  wanders  into  a  digression 
ftgaioat  Mm  dogma  of  tbe  imaaortality  of  the  wx^ ;  m>  much 
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did  tbBM  tdeu  appetr  to  him  calculated  to  extinguish  i^ 
the  heaita  nf  the  judges  the  etiere;;^  of  viitue  ;  so  closely 
did  che  causa  of  riee  appear  to  bim  allied  to  atheism. 
Cicero,  on  the  contrary,  invoked,  against  traitors,  both  the 
sword  of  the  law  and  die  thunder  of  the  gods.  Socratea, 
when  dyine,  conversed  with  his  friends  on  the  immortality 
of  the  soul.  Leonidas,  at  ThermopylK,  supping  with  his 
compBDions  in  arms,  at  the  moment  of  executing  the  most 
heroic  deeign  that  human  virtue  ever  conceived,  invited 
them  on  the  morrow  to  a  banquet  in  a  new  existence.  So- 
crates was  far  bejond  Chanmette,  and  Leonidas  suipsssed 
P^ro  Duchesne.     (Applsuso.) 

"  A  great  man,  a  true  hero,  esteems  himself  too  much  to 
find  consolation  in  the  idea  uf  his  annihilation.  A  wretch, 
contemptible  in  his  own  eyes,  horrible  in  those  of  otherv, 
feels  that  nature  can  not  bestow  upon  him  a  more  dehghdnl 
gift  than  annihilation.     (Approbation.) 

"  A  certain  sect  propagated  with  great  zeal  die  opinion 
of  materialism,  which  prevailed  among  the  greatest  and 
moat  enlightened  minds ;  to  it  u  owing,  in  great  part,  that 
description  of  practical  philosophy  which,  reducing  egotism  ' 
to  a  system,  regards  human  society  aa  a  war  of  deception, 
auccese  ae  the  governing  principle  of  the  just  and  of  the 
unjust,  honesty  as  an  affair  of  taste  and  convenience,  and 
the  world  as  a  patrimony  of  adroit  thievea.  Among  those 
who  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak  signalized  themselvea  in 
the  career  of  letters  and  of  philosophy,  one  man,  Rousseau, 
by  the  elevation  of  his  mind  and  the  grandeur  of  his  eha< 
lacter,  showed  himself  worthy  wf  the  ministry  of  the  pre- 
ceptor of  the  human  race.  He  openly  attacked  tyranny. 
He  spoke  vrith  enthusiasm  of  the  Divinity;  hia  masculine 
and  honest  eloquence  painted  in  glowing  colors  the  channs 
ofvirtne;  it  defended  those  consolatory  dogmas  which  rea- 
son beetowB,  as  a  support,  to  the  human  heart.  The  purity 
of  his  doctrine,  drawn  from  nature,  his  profound  hatred  of 
vice,  and  his  invincible  contempt  for  the  intriguing  sophists 
who  asnrped  the  name  of  philosophers,  drew  upon  htm 
the  hatred  and  persecution  of  bis  rivals  and  of  his  false 
friends.  Ah,  if  be  had  been  a  witness  of  this  Revolution, 
of  which  he  was  the  precursor,  and  which  has  cairied  bim 
to  the  Pantheon,  who  can  doubt  that  his  genemua  soul 
would  have  embraced  with  transport  the  cause  of  justice 
and  equality  f  Bui  what  have  nis  cowardly  adversaries 
done  for  it  1     They  have  fought  against   the  Revohiti<m 
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from  tbe  moment  they  fWred  that  it  vroald  raiae  the  people 
above,  them. 

"  The  traitor  G-uadet  denounced  a  citizen  for  having  pro* 
nounced  the  name  of  Providence  1  We  have  heard,  some 
time  afterward,  Hubert  accuse  another,  for  having  vmtt«ii 
against  atheism !  Were  they  not  Vergniaud  and  G«iiBonii6, 
who,  in  your  preaencs — even  in  your  tribune — harangued 
vehemently  to  banish  from  the  preamble  of  the  constitution 
the  naine  of  the  Supreme  Being,  which  you  have  placed 
therein  1  Danlon,  who  smiled  with  pity  at  the  words  of 
virtue,  glory,  and  posterity ;  Danton,  whose  system  was  to 
debase  all  that  could  elevate  the  mind;  Danton,  who  was 
cold  and  dumb  during  the  greatest  dangers  of  liberty,  spoke 
aAer  them  with  much  vehemence  in  &vor  of  the  same 
opinion.  Fanatics,  do  not  hope  any  thing  Jrom  tis !  KecalJ 
men  to  the  pure  worship  of  the  Supreme  Being,  that  is  to 
give  a  mortal  blow  to  fanaticism.  All  fiction  disappears 
before  truth,  and  every  folly  falls  before  reason.  Without 
constraint,  without  persecution,  every  sect  ought  to  amalga- 
mate itself  with  the  universal  religion  of  nature.  (Applause) 
Ambildous  priests,  do  not  expect  then  that  we  shall  re- 
establish your  empire !  Such  an  enterprise  would  be  even 
above  our  power.  (Applause.)  You  have  destroyed  your- 
selves, and  one  no  more  returns  to  the  life  of  morality' 
than  to  physical  existence.  And,  besides,  what  is  there  in 
common  between  the  priests  and  God  I  How  infinitely 
different  is  the  Giid  of  nature  iVora  the  God  of  the  clergy. 
(Continued  applause.)  I  know  of  nothing  so  much  re- 
sembling atheum  as  the  religion*  they  have  made  :  by  means 
of  disfiguiing  the  Supt«me  Being,  they  have  annihilated  as 
much  as  was  appertaining  to  them ;  they  have  made  of 
him  sometimes  a  globe  of  fire,  sometimeB  an  ox,  sometimes 
a  tree,  somedmes  a  man,  and  one  while  a  king.  The  priests 
believed  in  a  God  of  their  own  image— they  made  him  jea- 
lous, capricious,  covetous,  cruel,  and  implacable;  they  have 
treated  l)im  as  the  mayors  of  the  palace  treated  the  de- 
scendants of  Clovis,  in  order  to  reign  under  his  name,  and 
to  put  themselves  in  his  place ;  they  have  exiled  him  into 
heaven,  as  into  a  palace,  and  have  only  called  him  upon 
earth,  to  serve  them  in  their  demand  for  wealth,  honors, 
pleasures,  and  power.  (Loud  applause.)  The  true  priest 
of  the  Supreme  Being  is  nature,  bis  temple  the  universe, 
his  adoration  virtue ;  his  fStes  the  joy  of  a  great  people 
assembled  under  his  eyes,  to  draV  cloear  the  delicious  bond 


of  OBrraml  fntemi^,  and  to  jovMnt  to  bim  tlie  bom^jv 
of  pure  and  seiuitiTe  hbarta. 

"Let  iw  lea^**  the  prieats,  aod  retum  to  the  Divinity. 
(AppIaHM.)  I/el  us  eatabliab  morality  upon  an  eternal  aiiid 
Bacred  baaia;  let  us  inspire  in  man  ibat  reUgious  reepecC 
for  man— that  profound  aentimeDt  of  his  duties,  whicli  ia 
dte  at^  gaarantee  of  social  happiness. 

"  MiaffHaune  auend  him  who  seeks  to  axtingaish  this 
sublime  eDtbusissm,  and  to  stifle  by  desolatiug  doctrines  this 
moral  instiuct  of  the  people,  which  is  the  principle  of  all 
great  actiona  I  It  belongs  to  yon,  r«preeontatives  of  the 
people,  to  cause  the  truths  we  are  about  to  develop  to 
triumph.  Brsve  the  wild  clamor  of  preaumptuoDS  igno- 
rance or  of  hypocritical  perversity  I  How  vast  is  then  the 
depravity  by  which  we  are  sarrounded,  if  w«  have  wanted 
couni^  to  proclaim  it  t  Would  poateritv  believe  that  the 
vanquished  factions  have  carried  toeir  audacity  so  &r  as  to 
accuse  na  of  moderation  and  of  arisrocTacy,  for  bannE  re- 
called the  idea  <^  the  Divinity  and  morality  I  Would  it 
ctedit  that  we  had  dared  to  say  in  this  hall  that  we  had 
thus  repulsed  human  reason  for  many  ages  1  Let  us  not 
be  surprised  if  all  the  wretches  combined  against  us  appear 
dextrous  of  giving  us  poison,  but  before  we  drink  it,  let  ua 
save  the  country.  (Applause.)  The  vessel  which  bears  tha 
fortima  of  the  repubhc  is  not  destined  to  he  wtecUed ;  she 
■ails  under  your  auspices,  and  the  storm  itself  will  be  com- 
pelled to  respect  her.  (Applause.) 

"  The  enemies  of  the  republic  are  all  corrupt  men.  (Ap- 
plause.) The  patriot  is  iu  every  sense  an  honest  and  tnag- 
nanimous  man.  (Applause.)  It  is  little  to  annihilate  kings ; 
it  is  necesssry  to  make  every  nation  respect  the  character 
of  the  French  people.  It  is  useless  to  bear  to  the  end  of 
the  universe  the  renown  of  our  arms,  if  every  passion  team 
with  impunity  the  boKom  nf  our  own  oounti^.  Let  ua 
defy  even  the  intoxication  of  success !  Let  us  be  terrible 
in  reveraes,  modest  in  triumph  (applause),  and  substantiate 
among  us  peace  and  happiness,  by  wisdom  and  morality. 
There  ia  tbe  true  goal  of  our  labors — there  our  most  heroio 
and  difficult  task.  We  trust  to  arrive  at  this  end  by  pro- 
posing to  you  the  following  decree : — 

"  Alt.  Ibl  Tlie  French  people  recognize  the  existence 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 

"  Art,  2nd.  They  acknowledge  that  the  worship  worthy 
of  the  Supreme  Being  is  tho  practice  of  the  duties  of  man." 
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XXII. 

This  ivtum  of  the  Revolution  toward  God  wae  received 
with  unanimous  applause.  Fetes  were  decreed,  to  recall 
to  man  the  idea  of  immortality  and  its  conBequeaces.  The 
first  and  the  most  solemn  was  to  be  celebrated  ten  days  after 
diis  profession  of  faith. 

Deputations  from  the  society  of  Jacobins  felicitated  th« 
representation  upon  having  caused  justice  and  liberty  to 
ascend  to  their  source.  Cambon,  an  honest  and  convinced 
Chii«tian,  requested  that  the  temples  should  be  avenged  for 
the  profanations  of  atheism.  Couthon,  in  an  enthusiastic 
harangue,  defied  the  materialist  philosophers  to  deny  the 
Sovereign  Arbiter  of  the  universe,  in  the  presence  of  his 
works,  or  to  deny  Frondence  in  the  regeneration  of  a  de- 
based people.  The  sight  of  this  in£rm  and  dying  man, 
sustained  widiin  the  tribune  by  tbe  aims  of  two  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  confessing,  amid  die  blood  he  had  scattered,  his 
judge  in  beaven,  and  the  immortality  of  bis  soul,  attested  in 
Couthon  the  &natic  fiiith  wbich  concealed  even  from  him- 
self the  atrocity  of  the  means  before  the  holiness  of  the  end. 

Whatever  was  the  contrast  between  the  sanguinary  re- 
nown of  Robespierre  and  his  part  as  restorer  of  the  divine 
principle,  he  went  forth  from  this  assembly  a  greater  man 
than  he  bad  ever  entered  it.  He  bad  torn  witb  a  courage- 
ous hand  the  seal  from  tbe  public,  conscience  ;  that  feeling 
responded  to  him  throughout  the  nation,  and  throughout  all 
Europe  with  secret  applause.  He  had  fortified  himself^ 
and  bad,  if  we  may  so  say,  endeavored  to  consecrate  him- 
self by  forming  alliance  with  the  loftiest  idea  of  humanity. 
He  who  confiMsed  God  in  the  face  of  tbe  people,  would  not 
hesitate,  it  was  said,  to  disown  crime  and  death.  Every 
heart  weary  of  hatred  and  contention  secretly  wished  Robes* 
pterre  all-powerful.  This  general  desire  in  a  government 
of  opinion  IB,  in  efiect,  already  omnipotence.  He  had  seized 
the  moral  dictatorship  on  that  day,  upon  the  altar  of  the 
idea  he  had  proclaimed.  The  force  and  tbe  grandeur  of 
the  dogma  which  he  had  restored  to  the  republic  seemed 
to  cast  a  halo  round  his  name.  On  the  morrow  the  remains 
of  J.  J.  Rousseau  were  conveyed  to  the  Pantheon,  that  the 
master  might  be  buried  in  the  triumph  of  the  disciple, 
Robespierre  inspired  this  apotheosis.  He  bestowed  upon 
Ibe  Revolution  his  true  feelings,  by  this  homage  to  the  reli- 
gious and  almost  Christian  pbilosopby  of  Rousseau. 
VOL.  ni.— T 
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I. 

Tbk  hopes  of  a  return  to  >oi&ethii)g  like  justice  amd 
moderUioD  which  were  excited  b;  theae  debates,  were 
checked  hj  two  Etccidental  causee,  which  prevented  Robes- 
pierre from  disclosiDg  his  projects,  and  moderating  the 
revolutionary  goverameat,  by  raising  himself  above  the 
committees.  Ho  did  not  at  present  dare  to  attempt  two 
enterprisea,  either  of  which  would  prove  amply  siiffidenl 
to  shake  his  popularity.  He  had  just  assailed  aUteism,  and 
he  now  meditated  the  downJall  of  the  reign  of  terror. 
But  he  still  felt  it  neceasary  to  grant  the  UrroruU  a  short 
impunity  unul  be  had  acquired  the  degree  of  popularity 
requisite  to  make  all  his  colleagues  bow  before  bis  pleasure. 
The  committeee  were  full  of  his  secret  enemies,  and  he 
knew  that  they  would  avail  themselves  of  the  least  appear- 
ance <£  moderation,  to  crush  bim  by  the  band  of  La  Moo- 
tagne,  beneath  an  accusation  of  clemency,  which  they 
would  pervert  into  treason.  Before  Billaud-Varennes, 
Barrere,  Collot  d'Herbois,  and  Vadier,  he  wore  a  mask  of 
inflexibility,  which  exceeded  their  own ;  be  felt  that  he 
could  only  quell  them  with  their  own  weapons ;  and  to 
attack  tbem  aoccesefully,  he  must  apparently  surpaas  them 
in  severity. 

Hence  a  mutual  contest  of  auapicion,  proscription,  and 
bloodshed ;  while  the  victims  who  periued  beneath  tbia 
struggle  equally  accused  the  barbari^  of  the  one  and  the 
disaimulation  of  the  other. 

The  committees  suspected  the  moderate  designs  <^ 
Robespierre,  and  delighted  in  thwarting  them  by  shielding 
themselves  beneath  his  name ;  and  the  fear  of  bis  re- 
proaches served  as  a  pretext  for  all  their  crimeft.  Thia 
was  the  moment  when  this  man  must  have  felt  the  most 
remorse  and  humiliation,  and  have  most  bitterly  repented 
having  choeen  so  bloody  a  path  througb  which  to  l^id'tha 
people  to  their  regeneration.  The  men  whom  he  had  first 
incited  to  this  vrork,  now  swept  him  away  in  the  current ; 
and  he  served,  while  he  desteated  them. 

U. 

One  of  Aose  adventurers  who,  bom  to  misery,  attribute 

to  men  the  effect*  of  chance,  had  just  ani^ed  at  Pari*. 
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with  the  intention  of  killing  Robeapiem.  His  name  waa 
Ladmirs],  and  lie  was  bom  among  the  monnt&inB  uf  Fuy> 
de-D6rae.  He  had  been,  pre vioua  to  the  Revolution,  in 
the  service  of  the  MinUter  Benin,  and  afterward  had  been 
placed  bj  Dumouriez  in  one  of  those  precarions  poets 
created  by  conqnest,  in  Brussels,  whence  the  changes  of 
the  Revolution  had  driven  him.  Maddened  by  his  fall,  his 
misfbrtuties  preyed  upon  his  mind  until  he  locked  upon  his 
own  discontent  as  the  opinion  of  the  nation ;  and  he  sougfat 
to  involve  in  his  destnictioa  one  of  those  ftmooa  tyrants 
whose  name  eleavea  to  that  of  their  assassin  and  elevates 
him  to  immortality, 

Robespierre  was  the  man  who  occupied  Ladmirat's 
thoughts--fi>r  the  Terror  bore  the  name  of  Robespierre, 
and  be  asanmod  the  responeibility  of  the  age. 

It  so  happened  that  Ladmiral  lodged  in  tbe  same  house 
as  Cotlot  d'Herboia.  Armed  with  pistols  and  a  dagger, 
be  watched  for  Robespierre,  and  even  awaited  htm  for 
whole  days  in  the  passages  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  but  chance  always  deprived  bira  of  his  intended 
victim.  At  length,  wearied  of  seeking  him,  he  deemed 
that  ftt»  pointea  oat  another,  and  be  waylaid  CoUot  d'Her- 
boia on  Hie  stairs  of  his  house  one  night,  when  the  prt^ 
■criber  of  Lyons  returned  from  the  Jacobins,  and  snapped 
two  pistols  at  him ;  the  first  flashed  in  the  pan,  and  the 
second  bun^  ftre ;  the  ball  passed  close  by  Collot's  head 
and  lodged  itself  in  tbe  wall ;  while  Collot,  grappling  with 
his  assassin,  rolled  down  tbe  staira.     The  report  of  the 

ibtol,  and  the  noise  of  the  struggle,  soon  gave  the  alann. 
■admiral  barricaded  himself  in  his  room,  and  threatened  to 
fire  on  the  first  man  who  dared  lay  hands  oo  him.  A  lock- 
smith named  Grofiroy  ventured  to  enter,  and  Ladmiral  in- 
stantly discharged  a  pisttd  at  him,  which  wounded  him 
severely ;  ha  was,  however,  after  a  desperate  struggle, 
BMzed,  and  bronght  before  Fouquter  Tinville,  and  replied, 
when  questioned,  that  he  sought  to  deliver  his  country. 

At  th«  same  moment  a  young  girl  of  seventeen  went  to 
Robespierre's  hobse  and  asked  to  see  him ;  her  youth  and 
innocent  appearance  lulled  all  suspicion,  and  she  was 
shown  into  the  ante-room,  where  she  remained,  until  at 
length  her  pertinacity  excited  attention,  and  she  was  de- 
flbed  to  wiiidrBW.    She  however  rofiisod,  saying,  tha^  "  a^ 
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public  mail  should  at  all  times  be  accessible  to  those  who 
Trislied  to  see  him."  The  guard  was  than  called  in,  and 
■he  was  searched,  la  her  basket  were  some  clothaii,  and 
two  small  kaives,  quite  incapable  of  being  used  by  ber  as 
iustrumentd  of  assasainaiton.  She  was  however  broaght 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Rue  des  Piquee,  and  examined. 
■*  Why  did  you  visit  Robespierre  1"  she  was  asked.  "  1 
wished,"  she  replied,  "  to  see  what  a  tyrant  was  like." 
This  reply  was  tortured  into  a  coufessien  of  a  plot,  and  her 
arrest  was  supposed  to  be  connected  with  Ladmiral's  at- 
tempt. It  was  reported  she  was  an  agent  of  the  English 
SoTomment,  and  that  at  a  bal  matmc  at  London,  a  woman 
ressed  as  Charlotte  Corday,  haa  brandished  a  poiguard 
over  her  head,  exclaiming,  "  I  seek  Robespierre."  Others 
said  the  Comtnittee  of  Public  Safety  had  guillotined  het 
lover,  and  that  this  was  an  attempt  at  revenge.  Both 
were  deceived ;  it  was  but  the  whim  of  a  child,  who  sought 
to  learn  if  the  aspect  of  a  tyrant  would  inspire  her  with 
hate  or  love.  Her  name  was  C^cile  Renault,  and  her 
fether  was  a  paper-maker  in  the  Cit^.  "  Why,"  she  was 
asked,  "  did  you  provide  yourself  with  these  clothes  V 
"  Because  I  expected  to  be  sent  to  pnaon."  "  Why  bad 
you  these  two  knives ;  did  you  intend  to  stab  Robespierre  V 
"No;  I  never  wished  to  hurt  any  one  in  my  life."  "Why 
did  you  wish  to  see  Robespierre  1"  "  To  satisfy  myself  if 
he  waa  like  the  maa  I  had  pictured  to  myself."  "  Why 
are  you  a  royalist  1"  "  Because  I  prefer  one  king  to  sixty 
tyranta."  She  was,  however,  wiUi  Ladmiral,  placed  in 
strict  confinement. 

IV. 

The  news  of  these  two  attempts,  at  the  Convention  and 
the  Jacobins,  caused  an  explosion  of  fiiry  against  the  roy- 
alists, admiration  for  the  deputies,  and  idolatry  for  RobM- 
pterre.  Collot  d'Horbois  gained  importance  in  proportioa 
to  the  dangers  be  had  undergone ;  for  tbe  poignard  seemed 
to  have  marked  the  importance  of  these  two  leaders  by 
singling  them  out.  A  poigttard  bad  deified  Marat;  the 
pistol  of  Ladmiral  rendered  Collot  d'Herbois  illustrious ; 
and  the  knife  of  Cecile  Renault  consecrated  Robespierre. 

The  Convention,  on  learning  the  first  attempt,  received 
Collot  as  the  degraded  senate  of  Rome  received  ^e  tyrants 
of  the  empire  when  protected  by  the  clemency  of  the  gods. 
The  sections  were  unanimous  in  their  thanks  to  the  geniiu 
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ol  liborty,  and  it  wss  proposed  to  decree  a  guard  to  the 
tnembere  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  Chi  the  6th, 
the  Jacobins  assembled,  and  CoiKhon,  borne  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  people,  thanked  Heaven  for  the  preservation  of 
a  life  he  devoted  to  bis  country.  "  The  tyrants,"  cried  ho, 
"  wish  to  rid  themselves  of  us  by  assaBsinatioii,  but  they 
know  not  that  whon  a  patriot  expires,  thoea  who  surviva 
him  Bwoar  over  his  cwpse  to  avenge  the  crioie,  and  perpet- 
uate liberty." 

Legendre  sought  to  expiate  his  imprudence  at  the  arrest 
of  Danton,  and  &gma  proposed  to  decree  a  guard  to  the 
members  of  the  commtttea;  but  Couthon  saw  the  snare, 
and  replied  that  the  membmn  of  the  committee  wished  for 
no  other  guard  than  that  of  Providence,  who  watched  over 
them,  and  that  when  necessary,  republicans  knewhow  to  die. 

Robespierre  was  the  last  to  mount  the  tribunal,  and  in 
vuu  endeavoured  to  obt^n  a  hearing  amid  the  thunder 
of  applause  that  welcomed  bim.  When  however,  he  at 
last  could  speak  >— 

"  I  am,"  said  he,  "  one  of  those  whom  these  attempts 
have  threatened  the  lasL  But  I  fully  expected  that  the 
defenders  of  liberty  would  be  a  mark  ibr  the  daggers  of 
tyranny;  and  I  have  before  told  you  that  if  we  unmask 
factions  and  defeat  our  foes,  we  should  be  assassinated. 
What  I  predicted  has  come  to  pass;  the  soldierfl^  <^  ths 
tyrants  have  &llen  traitors,  have  expiated  their  crimes  on 
the  scaffold,  and  poignards  are  sharpened  against  us.  I  felt 
it  more  facile  to  assaSMnate  us  than  to  vanquish  our  princi- 
ples, and  defeat  our  armies.  I  felt  that  the  more  the  life 
of  the  defenders  of  the  people  is  uncertain,  so  much  the 
moru  they  should  hasten  to  perform  actions  useful  to  free- 
dom. The  crimes  of  tyrants,  and  the  assassin's  steel,  have 
but  rendered  us  more  &ae,  and  more  terrible  to  the  foea 
of  the  people." 

At  these  words  a  geiteral  shout  of  admiration  burst  from 
the  people,  and  Robespierre  threw  himself  iato  the  arms 
of  tne  Jacobins.  He,  however,  soon  remounted  the  tri- 
bune, and  disdainfully  opposed  the  motion  of  Legendre. 
The  more  Robespierre  humbled  himself,  the  more  he  tri- 
umphed; for  the  people  pay  in  adoration  all  that  their  ido) 
lefusea  to  receive  in  majesty. 

V. 
At  (be  Mtring  of  the  Conventioii  the  next  day,  17th  June, 
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Ban4ie  exmff^rated  tfae  dangers  in  two  empbatic  reports. 
He  attributed  to  foreign  goremcnents  and  especially  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  facta  of  having  excited  the  m&daeBa  of  Lsdmiral, 
sad  the  childiahnesi  of  O^le  Reowilt.  The  Conrendon 
pretended  to  believe  these  plota,  and  that  it  would  protect 
the  whole  bj  ebielding  Rooeepierre  beneath  its  Eegia  and 
its  deTotion.  Barr6re  concluded  bjr  proposing  an  atro- 
cious decree,  which  ordered  the  mawacre  of  all  tfae  En- 
glish or  Hanoverian  prisoners  hereafter  taken  bjr  the  aimiea 
of  the  republic 

Robespierre,  called  upon  by  the  looks  and  gestures  of 
all  around  him,  followed  Barr^re.  "  It  will  be,"  fae  said  to 
his  colleagues,  "  a  fine  ^ame  for  poeterity;  it  ia  already  a 
spectacle  worthy  of  heaven  and  earth,  to  see  the  sasembly 
of  the  representatives  of  the  French  people,  placed  in  an 
inextinguishable  volcano  of  conspiracies,  with  one  hand 
bring  to  the  feet  of  the  eternal  author  of  things  tbe  hom- 
age of  a  great  people,  with  the  other  to  dart  thunder  on 
the  tvrants  who  nave  conspired  against  faim,  to  found  the 
first  democracy  in  tbe  worid,  and  to  recall  among  mortals 
exiled  liberty,  justice,  and  virtue."  At  this  exordium, 
which  raised  in  tbe  Convention  a  personal  question  to  ele- 
vate it  to  the  height  of  a  general  question,  loud  and  length- 
ened applause  interrupted  Robespierre.  They  no  longer 
saw  in  blm  a  man,  but  the  personifieadaD  of  tbe  country, 
"  They  shall  perish,"  be  contmued,  io  a  voice  of  inspiration ; 
"  they  shall  perish— tyrants  armed  against  the  French  peo- 

Sle  t  Tbey  shall  perish — factions  who  lean  on  powers  to 
estroy  our  liberty  I  You  shall  not  make  peace,  bat  you 
shall  bestow  it  on  tbe  worl^— you  shall  refiise  it  to  crime  I 
Doubtless  they  are  not  so  mad  as  to  believe  that  the  death 
of  certain  representatives  can  assure  their  triumph.  If 
they  had  believed  that  in  sending  us  to  the  tomb,  tbe  ge- 
nius of  Brissot,  Hubert,  Danton  would  spring  front  us  tri- 
umphant to  deliver  us  a  fotirth  time  to  discora,  they  would 
deceive  thenuelrea." 

At  this  insult  to  ibe  memory  of  Danton,  there  was  a 
movement  of  discontent,  and  some  stir  on  La  Montague. 
Robespierre  perceived  it,  and  diecked  himself:  "  When  we 
shall  have  faflea  beneath  their  blows,"  be  oondnued,  with 
a  reckless  burst,  which  seemed  to  raise  him  above  himself 
"you  will  desire  to  complete  your  sublime  enterprise,  or 
partake  our  fate !  Yes,"  be  continued,  suspending  the 
i^plause  begun,  by  the  energy  (d*  hia  voice  and  Mwue : 
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••  JOB,  there  ia  not  one  of  you  who  would  not  come  and 
BWe&T  upon  our  bleeding  bodies  to  exterminate  the  last 
enemies  of  the  people !"  AH  the  representatives  rose  with 
an  unanimous  movement,  and  assumed  the  form  of  taking 
the  oath. 

"  They  hoped,"  he  continued,  "  to  starve  the  French 
people!  The  French  people  atill  live;  and  nature,  &ith- 
liil  to  liberty,  promises  them  abundance.  Wbat,  then,  re- 
mains to  them  !  AssasBioation  !  They  believed  they 
should  exterminate  us  by  placing  us  in  oppositi<Hi,  and  1^ 
subsidising  us.  This  plan  Med.  What  remained  to 
themi  Assassination  I  They  thought  to  overwhelm  us 
beneath  the  efforts  of  their  armed  league,  and  above  all 
by  treason  t  Traitors  tremble,  or  perish  ;  their  cannon 
fall  into  our  power,  their  satellites  flee  before  ua.  What 
remains  to  them  1  Assasainatiun !  They  have  sought  to 
dissolve  the  Convention  by  corruption.  The  Convention 
has  punished  their  accumplices,  and  there  remaitu  to  them 
coly  aasaaelnation  !  They  have  endeavored  to  defame  the 
republic,  and  quench  among  us  the  generpus  sentiments  of 
vroicb  love  of  country  and  liberty  are  formed,  banishind 
from  the  republic  good  sense,  virtue,  and  divinity.  We 
haV8  proclaimed  the  divinity  and  immortaliQr  of  die  soul — 
we  have  commanded  virtue  in  the  name  of  tlie'  republic — 
hot  assOBsinaiion  is  still  left  to  them.  Let  us  then  rejoice 
and  return  thanks  to  heaven,  since  we  have  been  judged 
•worthy  of  the  poignards  of  tyranny !"  The  hall  shook 
with  the  acclamations  which  this  burst  -of  ancinnt  magna- 
nimi^  created. 

"  These  are  then  glorious  dangers  for  us  to  ran,"  he  ad- 
ded. "  The  city  offers  as  many  as  the  field  of  battle  ;  we 
have  nothing  to  envy  our  brave  brothers  in  arms.  We  pay 
in  a  thousand  vnja  our  debt  to  our  country  1  O  kingsl  it 
is  not  we  who  complain  of  the  nature  of  the  war  you  malce. 
When  the  powers  of  the  earth  unite  to  kill  one  ieeble  indi- 
vidual, iinquestionably  be  should  not  cling  to  existence. 
Thus  we  have  utA  calculated  on  a  long  life.  It  is  not  to 
live  that  we  declare  war  against  all  tyrants,  and  all  vices. 
What  man  that  was  ever  bom  could  defend  humanity  with 
impunity  1  Surrounded  by  their  assasBrns,"  he  continued 
in  a  more  solemn  voice ;  "  I  am  already  placed  in  the  new 
order  of  things,  to  go  whithersoever  they  would  send  me  ! 
I  no  longer  cnng  to  uncertain  life,  but  fi-om  a  love  of  ooun- 
try  nr  llnrst  for  justice,  and  am  more  tbma  ever  weaned 
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from  all  personal  consi derations :  I  feel  myself  more  dis 
posed  to  attack  energetically  all  tbe  wretches  who  conspirtt 
Bgainit  the  humaa  race  I  The  more  they  seek  to  termi- 
nate my  career  here,  the  more  would  I  hasten  to  fill  it  up 
with  acts  of  usefulness  to  my  fellow  creatures.  I  will  leave 
them  at  least  a  testament,  whose  perusal  shall  make  all  ty- 
ranta  and  tl)eir  accomplices  tremble  I" 

At  this  apostrophe,  which  seemed  to  place  the  tribune 
beyond  the  grave,  the  Convention,  for  a  long  time  silent, 
burst  inin  prolonged  acclamation.  Robespierre  then,  giv- 
ing up  his  own  person,  gave  aa  if  from  another  world  hia 
laat  counsels  to  tbe  republic.  "  What  constitutea  the  re- 
public," ho  said,  "  is  neither  victory,  nor  fortune,  nor  con- 
quest, nor  fleeting  enthusiasm — it  is  the  wisdom  of  laws, 
and  especially  public  virtue.  Laws  are  to  be  made,  man- 
ners to  be  regenerated.  Would  you  know  who  are  the 
ambitious  1"  he  continued  in  an  allusion  not  direct  but  iU 
concealed  against  his  enemies  in  the  committee ;  "  examine 
who  they  may  be  who  protect  knaves  and  corrupt  public 
morals.  To  make  war  against  crime  is  the  way  to  the 
tomb  and  immortality  I  To  favor  crime  is  tbe  road  to  the 
throne  and  the  scatFold.  (Applause).  Some  perverse 
mioded  persons  have  contrived  to  cast  the  republic,  and  the 
reason  of  the  people,  into  chaoa.  It  is  now  our  buBiness 
to  reconstruct  the  harmony  of  tbe  mora]  and  the  poliucal 
world." 

At  this  definition  of  the  Revolution  all  the  benches  r»> 
sponded  by  an  unanimous  assent. 

"  If  France  were  governed  during  some  months  by  a 
wavering  or  corrupt  legislation,  liberty  would  be  de 
stTOTed." 

This  clear  insinuation  of  the  necessity  of  a  eupreme 
magistracy  to  regulate  tbe  Convention,  drew  down  on 
Robespierre  the  angry  glances  of  his  enemies.  He  braved 
them. 

"  In  saying  these  things,"  he  sud,  with  proud  disr^;ard 
of  self,  "I  perhaps  sharpen  daggers  agsiuBt  myself;  and 
that  is  why  I  say  them.  I  have  lived  long  enough  1  I 
have  seen  the  French  people  spring  up  from  die  boaom  of 
corruption  and  servitude  to  the  height  of  glory  and  repub- 
lican virtue.  I  have  seen  its  chains  broken,  and  guilty 
thrones  which  weigh  heavily  on  earth,  overturned  <w 
shaken  beneath  its  triumphant  hands  I  I  have  seen  more ; 
T  have  seee  an  assembly  invested  with  tbe  ommpotence  of 
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tbe  FreDch  nation,  advance  with  a  rapid  and  firm  steg) 
toward  public  happiness,  givo  an  example  of  all  courage 
and  all  Tirtiiea.  Complete,  citizens,  complete  your  Bub 
lime  deattniea  !  You  have  placed  ub  in  thtj  van  to  sustain 
the  first  ^ort  of  the  enemies  of  humanity.  We  deserve 
this  honor,  and  we  will  trace  out  for  you  with  our  ttlood 
the  road  to  immortality." 

VI. 

Such  words  had  perhnu  iiever  before  been  heard  in  a 
deliberative  assembly.  It  was  politics  raised  to  the  height 
of  the  reli^ouB  type  of  the  philosopher,  heroism  in  the 
eloquence,  death  in  the  apoatleship.  The  Convention  or- 
dered this  harangue  to  be  printed  in  all  languases.  It 
prepared  minds  for  tho  solemnity  of  the  morrow.  Ridicule, 
which  withers  all  in  France,  was  obliged  to  feign  enthu- 
siasm before  doctrines  which  dared  brave  death  and  bear 
witness  to  Qod  1 

Robespierre  awaited  this  day  witl^  the  impatience  of  a 
man  who  is  preparing  to  develop  a  great  design,  and  fears 
lest  death  should  saaich  it  from  him  before  its  accompliah- 
meot.  Of  all  the  missions  which  he  believed  to  be  within 
him,  the  highest,  the  most  holy  in  his  eyes;  was  the  regen- 
eration of  tne  religious  sentiment  in  the  people.  To  unite 
heaven  and  earth  oy  this  bond  of  a  faith  and  rational  wor- 
ship, which  the  republic  had  broken,  was  for  him  the 
accomplishment  of  the  Revolution.  From  the  day  when 
reason  and  liberty  were  united  to  God  in  tho  conscience, 
he  believed  them  as  immortal  as  God  himself.  He  was 
ready  to  die  after  that  day.  The  internal  joy  of  his  work 
accomplished,  appeared,  after  his  report  to  the  Convention, 
in  his  features.  His  private  friends  were  surprised  at  his 
unusual  ctJmness,  and  he  wandered  with  them  in  the  gar- 
den of  MoQsseaux.  His  heart  was  bounding  with  joy,  and 
he  talked  incessantly  of  the  8th  of  June.  He  aspired^ — he 
coufesaed — to  close  the  era  of  punishments  by  the  era  of 
fraternity  and  clemency.  He  went,  accompanied  by  Yil- 
late  and  tbe  painter  David,  to  examine  the  ]M%parations. 
Ho  was  anxious  that  this  ceremony  should  impress  the 
soul  of  the  people  through  the  eyes,  and  that  it  should 
represent  images  majestic  and  gentle  as  that  supreme 
power  which  is  only  manifiiHted  by  its  benefits.  "  Why," 
said  he  to  Souberbielle,  on  tbe  previous  evening,  "  must 
there  be  one  scafibld  left  on  the  sar&ce  of  France  1     Life 
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alone  ouebt  to-morrow  to  spp«ttr  before  the  K»reo  of  all 
life." 

He  required  tfaot  all  panishments  should  be  Binpended 
on  the  daj  of  the  ceremoDj. 

,     VII. 

The  ConveDtion  had  (as  an  exception)  nomiiMted  Hobea- 
pierre  president  So  that  the  author  of  the  decree  tuight 
he  also  principal  actor  therein.  At  the  break  of  day  fae 
was  at  the  Tnileriea  awaiting  the  coming  of  his  colleagues, 
anxious  to  give  the  final  iastructionB  as  to  the  religiona 
ceremony.  He  was  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  clothed  aa 
a  repreeentativa  in  missioa.  A  coat  of  paler  blue  than  tb« 
coat  of  the  members  of  the  Conrention ;  white  waistooat, 
yellow  leather  breeches,  top  boots,  and  a  roand  hat  with  a 
quantity  of  tri-colored  ribbons  in  it,  attracted  toward  him 
uniTBtral  attention.  He  held  in  bis  hand  an  enorraoui 
bouquet  of  flowers  and  wheat-ears,  the  first  irnits  of  the 
year.  He  had  in  his  baste  forgotten  the  cleimB  oi  human- 
ity. The  Conrention  had  already  met  in  tbe  chamber,  and 
the  procession  was  ready  to  set-  out,  and  be  bad  not  taken 
any  food.  Villate,  who  lived  in  the  Tuilertes,  dSered  him 
breakfast,  which  he  accepted. 

The  sky  was  of  an  eastern  purity.  The  sun  shone  on 
tbe  trees  of  the  Tuileries,  and  the  domes  and  walla  of  the 
buildings  of  Parts,  with  as  mnch  clearness  and  brilliaoey 
as  on  the  temple*  of  Attica. 

On  entering  Villate's  apartment  Robespierre  threw  bis 
bat  and  bouquet  in  an  arm-chair,  and  then  leaoed  on  the 
window-ailh  He  appeared  delighted  at  tbe  speelacle  of 
the  namerous  crowd  vrineb  was  preswng  into  the  wiaUta 
and  alleys  of  the  garden,  in  order  to  he  preaant  at  titese 
nrfsteries,  tbe  type  of  die  unknown.  Women,  dressed  in 
their  gayest  clethea,  were  holding  their  children  by  the 
hand — every  countenance  waa  radiant-  "  See,"  said  RckieB- 
pierra,  "  the  most  touching  part  of  humaDity.  Tbe  uni- 
verse  is  here  assembled  by  its  witnesses.  How  eloqiMBt 
and  majeetie  is  nature  I  Snch  a  ISte  ought  to  make  tyrants 
and  ingntes  tremble !" 

He  ate  but  little ;  and  these  were  tbe  mly  words  b« 
uttered.  After  his  meal,  at  the  moment  when  he  was 
rising  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  procession,  which 
was  already  moving,  a  young  woman,  rendii^  in  Villate's 
family,  entered  wiut  a  diild  in  her  ams.    Tbe  ttame  vT 
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RobespisTTG  at  Snt  fngbtened  the  stranger ;  bat  be  booq 
reaaaured  her,  and  began  playing  with  the  child ;  and  the 
mother,  givioff  way  to  mitth,  obtained  the  booqnet  of  the 
president  of  tBe  Convention.  It  was  after  twelve  o'clock, 
and  Robaspierre,  unwittingly  or  purposely,  forgoC  that  be 
was  delaying  at  ViUate'a.  Hie  colleagues  had  been  long 
BHemble^  and  were  murmuring  at  his  delay;  while  he 
aeamad  to  enjoy  their  waiting— a  mark  ef  inferiority.  At 
length  he  appeared. 

VIII. 

An  tmmeiise  amphitheater,  like  those  of  the  ancient  cir- 
cns,  was  arranged  at  the  back  of  the  Tuileries.  Thia  eircna 
descended  step  by  step  to  the  ground.  The  Convention 
entered  on  a  level  with  the  windows  of  the  pavilion  of  tbo 
center,  like  the  Cesara  into  their  Coliseums.  In  thq  center 
of  this  amphitheater  a  tribune,  higher  than  the  steps,  and 
mnch  reBembling  a  throne,  was  reserved  for  Robrapierre. 
In  tbe  front  of  his  seat  a  colossal  group  of  emblematical 
figures,  the  sole  poesy  of  this  imitative  period,  represented 
Btheiam,  egotism,  nothingness,  crimes,  and  vice.  These 
emblems,  framed  by  David  out  of  combustible  materials, 
were  intended  to  be  set  on  fire,  as  victims  of  the  sacrifice. 
The  ide'a  of  a  Qrod  was  n^reduce  them  to  ashes.  All  the 
deputies,  dressed  alike,  in  blue  coats  with  red  facings,  and 
aolding  in  their  hands  a  symbolic  bouquet,  slowly  seated 
themselves  on'  the  Steps.  Robespierre  appeared.  His 
being  alone,  his  height,  his  plume,  and  his  extremely  large 
bouquet,  gave  him  the  air  da  master.  The  people  whom 
his  name  controlled,  as  his  throne  controlled  the  Conven- 
tion, believed  they  were  about  to  proclaim  bis  dictatorship. 
Imperial  acclamattons  bailed  him  only,  and  overshadowed 
the  brows  of  his  colleagues.  The  multitude  was  eager  to 
bear  him.  Some  expected  an  amnesty,  others  the  organi- 
zation of  a  stnnig  and  tnild  rule.  The  Revolutionary 
Tribunal  suspended,'  the  scaffold  demolished  for  a  day 
allowed  imagination  to  revel  in  consolatory  perspectives. 
Never  did  a  people  appear  better  disposed  to  receive  a 
Savionr  and  human  lows. 

"  Frembann,  repubticaos  1"  mid  Robeqrierre,  m  a  Toice 
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which  he  mtde  to  fill  the  epace  of  bis  vut  auditory ;  "  at 
tangth  haa  arrived  the  dajr  forever  foituaate,  ^icb  the 
French  people  have  coDsecrated  to  the  Supreme  Being  1 
Never  did  the  world  which  he  has  created  offer  to  its 
Author  a  s|>ectaGle  more  worthy  of  his  regard.  He  haa 
seen  reigning  over  the  earth  tyranny,  crime,  impoeture. 
He  sees  at  tfaia  motneat  an  entire  pation  contandiag  against 
all  the  oppresaoTB  of  the  human  race,  suspending  tha  coureo 
of  their  heroic  labora,  to  raise  their  thoughts  and  views 
toward  the  Great  Being  who  gave  them  the  wisdom  to 
undertake  and  the  force  to  execute  them  1 

"  He  did  not  create  kings  to  devour  the  human  species; 
he  did  not  create  priests  to  harness  us  like  vile  animals  to 
the  car  of  kiqgs,  and  give  to  Uie  world  the  example  of 
.  baseness,  pride,  perfidy,  avarice,  debauchery,  and  &lse- 
hood ;  but  he  created  the  universe  to  make  known  fais 
power ;,  he  created  men  lo  aid  and  lovo  each  other,  and  to 
attain  happiness  by  the  path  of  virtue. 

"It  is  He  who  places  in  the  bosom  of  the  triumpbaot 
oppressor  remorse,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  oppreaaed  inno- 
cent calmness  and  disdain ;  it  is  He  who  makes  the  just 
man  hate  the  wicked,  and  the  wicked  man  respect  the 
just ;  it  is  He  who  adorns  with  modesty  the  brow  of 
beauty,  in  order  to  embellish  it  the  more ;  it  is  He  who 
makes  mothera'  hearts  to  throb -with  tenderness  add  ioy; 
it  is  He  who  bathes  with  delicious  tears  the, eyes  of  the 
child  pressed  to  its  mother's  bosom  ;  it  is  He  who  silmices 
the  most  enet^etic  and  most  tender  passions  before  (be 
sublime  love  of  country;  it  is  He  who  has  covered  nature 
with  charms,  riches,  and  majesty :  all  that  is  good  is  hirf 
work — evil  belongs  to  depraved  man,  who  oppresses  or 
allows  his  fellow-creaturas  to  be  oppressed. 

"  The  Author  of  Nature  hath  bound  all  mortals  together 
by  a  vast  chain  of  love  and  happiness  :  perish  the  tyrauts> 
who  have  dared  to  break  it ! 

"  Being  of  Beings  1  we  have  not  to  address  to  thee  un- 
just prayers :  thou  knowest  the  creatures  sent  forth  from 
thy  hands ;  their  wants  do  not  escape  thine  eyes,  no  more 
than  do  their  most  secret  thoughts.  The  hatred  of  hypoc- 
risy and  tyranny  burns  in  our  hearts,  with  the  love  ot 
justice  and  our  country.  Our  blood  flows  for  the  cause  of 
humanity!  This  is  our  prayei" — our  sacrifice — this  the 
worship  we  offer  unto  thee !" 

The  people  applauded  rather  the  act  than  tbe  Isngnage. 
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Strains  of  music  then  filled   the  air ;    and  thouBanda  at 
voices  sung  die  hymo  of  Ch^nier : — 


After  the  final  chorus  of — 


Robespierre,  descending  from  the  amphitheater,  set  fire  to 
the  group  of  atheism.  The  fire  and  smoke  spread  in  the 
air  at  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude.  The  members 
of  the  Gonvcntion  following  their  chief  at  a  long  space, 
advanced  iu  two  columns  through  the  multitude,  toward 
the  Champ-de-Mars.  Between  the  two  columns  of  the 
CouTention  were  rustic  cars,  ploughs  drawn  by  oxen,  and 
other  symbols  of  agriculture,  trades,  and  arts.  A  row  of 
young  girls,  clothed  in  white,  attached  to  each  other  by 
ties  of  tri-colored  ribbons,  formed  the  only  guard  of  the 
CoDveotion.  Robespierre  went  first  and  ^one,  ^equently 
turning  round  in  order  to  measure  the  interval  left  between 
himself  and  his  colleagues,  as  if  to  accustom  the  people  to 
separate  him  from  them  by  respect,  as  he  separated  him- 
self from  them  by  distance.  All  eyes  were  turned  on  him 
He  bore  on  his  brow  the  pride,  and  on  his  lips  the  smile, 
of  omnipotence. 

X. 
A  symbolic  eminence  was  r^sed  in  the  ceoCer  of  the 
Champ-de-Mars,  in  the  place  of  the  ancient  altar  of  the 
countnf.  The  approach  to  it  was  narrow  and  confined. 
Robespierre,  Couthon  (carried  in  an  arm-chair),  Saint-Justi 
and  Lebas  were  on  the  summit:  the  rest  of  the  Conven- 
tion were  spread  about  at  the  sides  of  this  mountain,  and 
appeared  humiliated  at  being' ruled  over  in  presence  of  the 
multitude  by  this  group  of  triumvirs.  Robespierre  pro- 
claimed from  fais  elevation,  amidst  salvos  of  artillery,  the 
profession  of  faith  of  the  French  people.  The  people 
were  intoxicated, — ths  Convention  sullen.  The  majestic 
position  of  Robespierre,  the  exclusive  entbusiaam  of  the 
people  for  their  representative ;  the  subaltern  position 
which  the  president  had  assigned  to  his  colleagues  on  the 
■    ;  the  dictatorial  distance  which  he  kept  between 
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ibem  and  UmBelf  in  the  maTCh ;  the  induciRgr  of  the  mnl- 
titnile  toward  religious  ideas,  whence  this  excitable  people 
might  BO  easily  slide  into  ancient  superstitiona ;  the  name 
of  Robespierre  linked  with  the  proclaiming  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  and,  as  it  were,  consecrated  in  Oie  midst  of  the 
nation  hj  the  divinity  of  the  dogma  which  he  restored  to 
tbe  republic ;  in  fact,  the  Terj  idea  of  this  restoration  of 
immortality  which  was  so  repugnant  to  those  lovers  of  an- 
nihilation ;  above  all,  the  crushing  ascendenoy  of  a  man 
who  planted  his  popularity  in  the  fundamental  instinct  of 
the  human  species,  and  which  gained  to  itself  the  con- 
ioience  of  the  nation,  like  K  biglt  priest,  peib^M  to  seize 
on  the  nalitxi  itself  the  next  day,  like  Cesar:  all  these 
thoughts,  envyings,  fears,  ambitions,  muttered  at  fint  sul- 
lenly iiom  the  mouth  to  the  ear,  ended  by  the  utteiaoce  ot 
one  lend  murmur,  and  open  diasadafaction.  Threatening 
looks,  equivocal  gestures,  half  words,  and  remarks  admitting 
of  a  twofold  construction,  struck  tbe  eyes  and  ears  of  Ro- 
bespierre during  bis  return  from  tbe  Gham^e-Uan  to  the 
TuUeries.  "  It  is  but  a  step  from  tbe  capitol  to  the  Tar- 
peian  Rock,"  cried  one  Toice.  "  Thnv  are  Brutuses  yet," 
said  another,  "  Look  M  that  nan  I"  exclaimed  a  third : 
"  he  believes  in  Ood  already,  and  desires  to  accustom  the 
republic  to  adore  some  one,  that  he  himself  may  be  adored 
by  and  by."  "  He  invented  Gt>d  because  he  is  tbe  su- 
preme tyrant,"  added  a  fourth.  "  He  desires  to  be  hia 
nigh  priest — he  may  be  his  victim." 

These  comments,  "not  loud  but  deep" — these  sullen 
murmurs,  followed  Robespierre  to  the  Convention.  Fouche, 
Tallien,  Barrdre,  CoHot-d'Herboia,  Lacomte,  Leonard  Bour- 
don, Billaod-Varennes,  Vadier,  and  Amar,  profited  by  tlus 
growing  opposition  to  sharpen  resentment,  and  urge  it  to 
revolt.  They  groaned  over  the  approscbing  tyrani^  of  a 
man  who  so  ill  disguised  bis  insolence  toward  tbe  Conven- 
tion; flattered  the  in ost  inveterate  prejudices  of  the  people; 
put  tbe  Revolution  on  its  knees,  and  placed  himself  between 
God  and  the  nation,  in  order  tbe  better  to  place  himself 
between  the  people  and  tbe  Convention.  Robespierre  lost 
lus  prestige  and  popularity  on  tbe  very  altar  on  which  be 
bad  restored  die  Supreme  Being,  This  day  magnified  him 
with  the  people,  and  mined  him  with  the  Convention-  He 
returned  pensive  to  hia  habitation,  where  he  waa  all  day 
besieged  by  anonymous  congratulatiooB.  The  restorer  of 
justice  was  perceived  in  the  restorer  of  truth.     Protracted 
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aoclamarioiu  beneath  his  windows  tfasnlced  him  for  uaving 
restCHfid  a  soul  to  the  people  and  a  G^  to  the  republic. 
Several  notes  contained  only  the  word  "  Otez  /"  (Dare  !) 

It  was  in  truth  ihe  moment  to  dare.  IF,  on  tha  return 
from  the  ceremony  uf  the  morning,  he  had  eKctted  by  Home 
direct  insinuationa  the  burating  forth  of  thv  people's  love, 
who  desired  nothing  more  earnestly;  if  the  depntations  of 
certain  sections  leading  after  them  the  wavering  crowd  had 
come  to  demand  of  the  Convention  the  instaJlatton  of  a  con- 
craitrated  and  regulating  power  in  the  perscm  of  their  favor- 
ite, the  dictatorship  or  presidency  would  have  been  voted  to 
Robespierre  by  acclamation ;  aad  if  he  had  bad  the  daring 
to  proclaim  the  revolutioBuy  power  at  an  end,  the  popular 
power  bd^nning,  and  the  abolition  of  punishment,  he  would 
have  reigned  next  day,  have  cast  on  bis  enemiea  all  the  blood 
shed,  have  usurped  U>e  ]X)pularity  of  clemency,  and  saved 
the  republic,  which  bis  indecision  was  about  to  destroy 
He  did  not  do  this,  but  allowed  Umself  to  be  soothed  by 
thooe  vague  breezes  <^  public  favor  and  aaceudency,  and  ha 
grasped  nothing  but  empty  space. 

XI. 

Saint-Jufit  wished  to  go  still  &rther,  but  percemng  diat 

he  could  not  in^vail  on  Robespierre  to  accept  the  supreme 

ewer  at  the  hands  of  the  peoue,  he  resolved  to  cause  it  to 
decreed  him  by  the  Committee-of  Public  Safety.  Saint- 
Just  bethought  b'm  of  Casar,  when  he  caused  the  crown  ta 
be  offered  him— veady  to  refuse  it  if  the  people  murmured, 
to  accept  it  if  the  people  applauded.  Saint-Just,  in  the 
absence  of  Robespierre,  held  a  secret  meeting,  at  which  he 
drew  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  rtate  of  the  republic  "  The 
eiil  is  at  iu  height,"  said  the  yonng  representative  :  "  w» 
are  tt^m  to  pieces  by  anarchy,  and  the  laws  with  which  we 
inundate  Fnmee  are  but  arms  which  we  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemies  <^  the  republic.  Every  represeMative  of  the 
people  now  at  the  annies,  or  in  the  depar^ents,  is  a  king 
ID  his  provinces :  tbey  rugs,  and  we  are  but  ve.m  images  at 
unity.  Blood  overwhelms  nS,  wealth  is  hidden,  the  frontiere 
sre  exposed,  war  is  carried  <m)  without  unison.  Mid  oar  v«ay 
victories  are  but  glorious  effects  of  hazards,  which,  while 
they  shed  additional  lustre  on  our  arais,  do  not  save  us.  At 
home  we  cut  each  others'  throats,  and  each  faction,  while  it 
destroys  itself  destiors  the  country.  Can  vre  safer  the 
F^Hiblie  to  pass  thus  &om  bsnd  to  baaA  imttl,  it  becomes  at 
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iMt  anol^ectofhorrorto  (be  people  and  contempt  to  Mngg. 
Win  tbeae  conralnoDS  end  in  atter  pn)BtrUio&,  or  renewed 
rigor  t  Shall  we  lire  or  die  t  The  republic  will  live  or 
die  with  tu.  There  is  bat  one  hope  for  ua  all,  in  the  con- 
centration of  a  power  divided  and  diapnted  by  as  many 
bands  as  there  are  &ctioi»  among  m.  It  is  the  unity  of  the 
government  personified  in  one  man. 

"  But  yon  will  exclaim,  who  is  the  man  so  isr  above  the 
ordinary  weakness  and  anspicion  of  msnkind  that  the  re- 
public ^onld  incorporate  itself  in  him  1  I  confess  the  mis- 
sion ia  a  terrible  one — the  danger  great,  if  we  ahonld  err  in 
our  choice.  This  man  must  possess  the  genius  of  the  epoch 
in  his  mind,  the  virtues  of  the  repablic  in  bis  manners,  the 
inflexibility  of  the  country  in  bis  heart,  the  purity  cf  its  prin- 
tnples  in  his  life,  the  incormptihility  of  its  dogmata  in  bis 
■oal ;  he  must  have  been  born  to  public  Itfe  ^e  eame  day 
aa  the  Revolution,  and  have  followed  its  footsteps,  increas- 
ing with  her  in  patriotism  and  virtue.  He  must  be  thor- 
oughly acqnainied  with  the  men  and  events  of  the  last  five 
yeara ;  and  he  mual  have  won  such  popularity,  that  the  voice 
of  the  people  shall  assign  Co  him  the  dictstorsbip. 

"At  this  portrait  of  sucb  a  man,  whif^  of  you  does  not 
reeogniz^  Kobeepierre  1  He  alone  unites  the  genius,  the 
virtues,  and  the  acquirement*  which  can  obtain  the  perfect 
confidence  of  the  Convention  and  the  people.  Let  us  be- 
hold our  safety  in  him,  and  submit  to  the  visible  necessity 
onr  envy,  our  ambition,  and  our  repugnances.  It  is  not  I 
who  have  named  Robeepierre,  but  bis  virtue.  It  will  not 
be  we  who  have  made  mm  a  dictator,  but<the  providence 
of  the  republic." 

At  the  word  dictator  every  visage'  grew  dark.  No  one 
dared  dispute  the  genius  and  tbe  virtue  of  Robespierre ; 
but  all  treated  the  idea  of  Saint-Just  as  one  of  those  levered 
dreams  of  patrietiam  which  disturb  the  clearest  biain,  and 
cause  men  to  seek  saiety  in  suicide.  "  Robespierre  is  great 
and  wise,"  said  they;  "but  tbe  republic  is  greater  and 
wiser  than  a  man !  The  dictatorship  would  be  tbe  throne 
•f  discouragement :  no  man  shall  ever  sit  on  it  so  long  as 
the  repnbticans  exist."  SaintJust  in  vain  petsisted  ;  and 
Lebas  as  vainly  strove  to  explain  the  meaning  of  his  col 
league ;  and  tbe  members  quitted  the  Assembly  irritated, 
alarmed,  but  forewarned.  The  imprudence  of  Saint-Just 
was  imputed  to  Robespierre  as  a  crime.  "  These  men  do 
Dot  ask  tar  tbe  supreme  power,^'  said  Billaud  to  bis  friends  - 
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"they  asaoms  it  Let  them  seize  on  it  iT  tbev  dare." 
From  this  dme  the  comsntteee  nouriahed  a  hstrea  af^inst 
Robespierre,  which  often  displayed  itself  in  the  meetings. 

XII. 

On  the  morrow,  however,  of  the  festiTal  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  the  Convention  passed,  at  the  motion  of  RobcBpierre 
and  his  adherents,  a  number  of  decrees  imbued  vrith  the 
true  spirit  of  the  Revolutfon.  The  Convention,  tranquil- 
lized for  a  moment,  seemed  to  wish  to  display,  bj  benefi- 
cent kwa,  the  inspiration  of  thoee  philosophical  doctrines  it 
had  invoked  upon  the  Tepublic.  It  rendered  the  state  what 
it  should  be— the  visible  Providence  of  the  people.  It  bor- 
rowed from  the  superfluity  of  the  wealthy  the  sums  need- 
ful to  support,  aid,  and  instruct ;  realized  in  practice  the 
theoreticsl  paternity  it  had  always  inculcated.  A  conMitu- 
tion  at  once  military  and  democratic  was  formed,  from 
which  the  army  would  recruit  its  officere.  It  declared  that 
mendidty  was  an  accusation  against  the  egotism  of  wealth, 
and  the  improvidence  of  the  state,  while  every  encourage- 
ment was  given  to  industty  and  labor.  In&ncy  was  pro' 
tected,  youth  educated,  old  age  provided  for.  The  infirm 
were  supported  at  the  national  expense,  and  misery  abolish- 
ed. The  national  property  was  distributed  in  lots  widiin 
the  reach  of  the  smallest  capitalists,  to  encourage  agricul- 
ture. The  population  wsa  classed.  The  nafbitnnBte  de- 
clared sacred,  and  asylums  provided  for  women  about  to 
become  mothers.  Pecuniary  aid  was  granted  those  who 
brought  up  their  children  at  home ;  and  also  to  those  the 
produce  of  whose  toil  was  inadequate  to  maintain  their 
large  family.  Taxes  were  regulated ;  and  the  superfluity 
of  the  wealthy  was  employed  in  supporting  the  pensioners 
of  the  state.  Work  was  found  fi)r  ^)  who  were  destitute 
of  employment;  while,  instead  of  horoitals,  doctors  and 
medicines  were  fsntished  the  sick  at  their  own  homes,  to 
spare  the  pride  of  &miiies  and  domestic  afiectton.  The 
Convention  adopted  the  orphans ;  and  decreed  bonota  and 
rewards  to  the  wives,  widows,  and  relations  of  thoee  who 
had  fallen  in  the  defense  of  the  nation.  It  favored  the 
country  at  the  expense  of  the  dtiee ;  abodes  of  Inxnry, 
vice,  and  indolence  it  sought  to  discountenance ;  encouraged 
arts  and  sciences,  converted  beneficence  into  a  duty,  and 
,  charity  into  an  institution. 

The  people,  on  perusing  these  deorees,  began  to  hupo 
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Aat  tbey  bad  at  last  obtuned  witb  tbeir  blood  the  prindpio 

of  democracy  ;  aod  that  philoaophy,  bo  long  eclipe^  would 

Mcura  the  victorj,  and  transfonn  itself  into  a  goYernmeoL 

Tbe  Bcafibld  i^ne  still  formed  tbe  obstacle  to  theso 

XIIL 

Robesptem  alTrm  secretly  entertained  hopes  of  abolisb- 
inff  it;  but  be  coald  only  abolish  the  tenor,  be  Baid,  by  in- 
spiring still  greater  terror. 

Warned  by  the  marmurs  that  had  brt^cen  ferth  at  tbe 
iestival  of  the  Supreme  Being,  as  well  as  by  Saint-Just 
and  Lebas,  of  tbe  hatred  of  the  .committees,  ho  resolTed  to 
astonish  his  rivals  by  his  daring  and  otnstrip  them  by  his 
promptitude.  On  ^e  22d  Prairial,  two  days  after  the 
ceremony  of  tbe  Supreme  Being,  be,  in  conceit  with 
Coutbon,  suddenly  pmposed  to  the  ConTention  a  decree 
for  the  re-orgnnization  of  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal. 

This  Dcaconian  project  bad  been  only  partly  commnni- 
catod  to  the  committees,  and  was  hut  the  code  of  arbitrary 
power,  sanctioiied  by  death,  and  executed  by  the  guillo- 

Tbe  category  of  the  enemies  of  the  people  included  all 
dlizans,  members  of  the  Conrention  or  not,  who  were  with- 
in tbe  reach  of  suspicion.  It  was  the  omntpotenceof  jadg<- 
ments  and  penalties.  The  dictatorship,  not  of  a  man,  bat 
of  the  scafiold. 

Ruanipe  exclaimed,  "  If  this  decree  were  to  pass  withoat 
an  adjournment,  I  should  blow  oot  my  brains."  Banire, 
convinced  by  tbe  audacity  of  this  project,  of  the  strengdi  of 
Robespierre,  supported  it.  Bourdon  de  I'Oise  ventured  to 
combat  it,  vriiile  Robespierre  insisted  it  sbould  be  at  once 
debated.  "  Since  we  are  fineed  from  factions,"  sud  he, 
pointing  to  the  vacant  place  of  Donton,  "  we  discuse  and 
vote  at  once.  These  demands  for  adjournment  are  aflhcta- 
tion  at  a  dme  like  this." 

Tbe  decree  was  passed  ;  Iml  mg^t  convinoBd  die  Con- 
rention  they  had  voted  tbeir  death-warrant.  Meetings 
were  held  by  the  principal  enemies  of  Robespierre,  gen- 
erally at  the  bonse  of  Conrtois,  a  modiri  deputy,  who  hated 
Robespierre  Ibr  bis  share  in  tbe  downfall  of  Dantnn,  hie 
OOUDtryman  and  friend. 

The  next  day,  Bourdon  de  VOiao  demanded  HMt  tbe 
Oonveation  should  reserve  to  itself  tho  rig^t  of  impesidiing 
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its  membera,  and  MerKn  Mconded  ihe  mcition.  A  miHlificu 
tioD  of  Guch  a  nature  as  to  diaartn  HobeHpien-e  and  the  om- 
mittaeB  was  thaa  adopted. 

At  the  following  sitd&g  Delbrel  and  Mallarm^  demanded 
other  modifications,  that  weakened  the  decree  still  mora. 
Couthon  boldly  defeitded  it,  flattered  the  ConTention,  isi 
aoBVred  the  committee,  and  rebaked  Boardon,  "  What 
could  Pitt  or  Cobonrg  have  aaid  morel"  exclaimed  ha. 
Bourdon  proudly  exauaed  bhoBelf  "  Let  tbeee  membera 
of  the  committee  leaiii,"  replied  he,  "  that  if  they  are  pa- 
triota  we  are  no  losa  so.  I  eateem  Couthon — I  esteem  the 
committee ;  but  I  also  esteem  that  unshakable  Montague 
that  has  saved  liberty." 

Robespierre,  irritated  at  this  remark,  then  iiMe.  "  The 
spoecb  you  have  jnst  beard,"  said  he, "  proves  the  neceanty 
<k  a  clearer  explanatioi).  Boardon  seeks  to  separate  the 
Committee  &om  the  Montegne.  The  Convention,  the  Com. 
mittee,  and  tbe  Hontcgoe  are  the  same.  (Loud  applause.) 
Citixens  I  when  the  leaden  of  a  socrilegiotis  mctioii-— 
Briasot,  Vergniaud,  Gensonn^,  Guadet,  and  otlier  scoun- 
drels, whose  name  the  French  nation  will  never  pronounce 
save  wUh  horror— bad  placed  tbemaetves  at  tbe  head  of  a 
portion  of  this  anguat  Aaeembly,  that  was,  doubtless,  the 
moment  yAmt  the  purer  party  of  tbe  Convention  should 
have  rallied  together  to  combat  them.  Than  Ibe  name  of 
tbe  Montague,  wbicb  served  tbem  as  an  aaylum  amid  tfais 
tempest,  became  sacred,  because  it  designated  that  poitioa 
of  the  MpreeentUives  of  the  people  who  struggled  against 
felsebooa  g  but  fron  tbe  mtaaent  these  men  fell  beneath  the 
sword  of  tbe  law,  and  diat  proUty,  justice,  and  decorum 
bttve  became  tbe  <KdeT  of  tbe  day,  aittt9  can  be  but  two 
partiee  in  the  Convention— the  good  and  the  bad.  If  I 
Mve  the  right  of  using  ibia  Unffuage  to  the  Convantioo  in 
flenez^  I  &ve  also  the  right  of  addressing  it  to  that  cel»- 
brated  Mtmtagne  to  which  I  am  no  stranger ;  and  I  tUnk 
diat  thia  homage  from  my  heart  is  worth  that  which  iaanea 
from  the  mettth  of  another. 

"Yea,  Hont^nards,  you  will  ever  be  the  bulwark  of 
public  liberty  ;  but  you  have  notlung  in  cemmcn  with 
iUrigants  and  the  perrene.  Tbe  Montagne  is  but  the 
be^t  of  patriodna.  A  Montagnarf  is  but  a  pure,  reasou- 
ab1«,  subtiioe  patriot ;  and  it  would  be  an  insult  to  the 
ConvenliQB  to  penait  a  few  mtrigaMit,  more  contemptible 
dian  the  reet,  because  they  are  more  hypoci^iaal,  to  ei>> 
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Oeavor  to  inftueace  a  portion  of  tbe  Montague,  and  to  reii* 
der  themselves  tbe  IcadeTB  of  a  p&rtjr." 

Bourdon  de  I'Oise,  interrupting  the  orator,  exclaimed, 
"  Never  was  it  my  intention  to  render  mjulf  the  laader  of 
a  party." 

"  It  would  be  the  excess  of  infamy,"  contmned  Hobeft- 
{uerre,  more  vehemendy,  "  that  some  of  our  colleagues, 
misled  by  calumny  as  to  our  intention  and  aim " 

Bourdon  de  I'Chse  again  interrapted  bim. 

"  I  demand  that  what  is  alleged  shall  be  proved.  It 
has  just  been  asserted,  in  the  elearest  terms,  that  I  whs  a 
scoundrel." 

"  I  demand,  in  tbe  name  of  the  counliy,"  replied  Robes- 
pierre, "that  I  be  permitted  to  speak.  I  did  not  name 
Bourdon.  Woe  to  him  who  names  himself  But  if  be 
choosea  to  recognize  himself  in  the  general  porbait,  which 
duty  has  fbrcea  me  to  trace,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  pre- 
TOit  it  Yes,"  continued  he,  in  a  more  threatening  tone, 
"  tbe  Hontagne  is  pure,  sublime ;  but  the  intrigaith  ate  not 
of  the  Htwtagne,"   • 

Serenl  Traces  ezdaimed,  "  Name  them,  name  them  I" 

"I  win  name  them,"  replied  Robespieire;  "wiiea  it  is 
necessary  j"  and  he  continued  to  trace  tho  iDtrignes  that 
cotiTiilsed  the  Convention.  "  Come  to  our  asnuance,"  said 
he,  in  conclusion,  ■'  Do  not  suffer  us  to  be  distinguished 
from  yourselves,  since  we  are  but  a  portion  of  yourselves  ) 
since,  without  you,  we  are  naught.  Give  us  strength  to 
bear  the  immense,  and  altnost  superhuman  burden,  you 
have  imposed  on  us.  Let  us  be  ever  united,  in  spite  of  oui 
oommon  foes." 

Theapplanseoftbemajority  of  the  Convention  prevented 
him  from  proceeding )  and  it  was  demanded  that  Uie  decree 
should  be  at  once  voted.  Robeepieire  contradicted  TalHen 
concerning  a  charge  of  apionage,  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittees, which  the  latter  had  just  denonnced  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

"  This  is  utterly  untrue,"  sud  Robeepieire ;  "  but  it  is 
true  that  Tallien  is  one  of  those  who  constantly  speak  oi 
the  guillotine  with  alarm,  as  though  it  were  a  means  of  dis- 
quieting and  bumbling  the  Convention." 

"  The  impudence  of  Tallien  is  excessive,"  added  Billaad- 
Vai:eDnea,  "  and  be  lies  with  unparalleled  audacity ;  but, 
eitixens,  we  shall  remain  united,  the  conspiratora  will  perish,  - 
and  the  country  be  saved," 
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Tbe  committee  and  Robeapierre,  united  for  the  momeat 
07  the  common  peTJ],  joined  in  wresting  from  the  Conven- 
tion the  weapon  destined  to  decimate  it ;  and  the  triumpti 
of  Robespierre  woe  complete.  The  same  eTening  Tatlien, 
who  trembled  for  hia  life,  wrote  a  confideDtial  letter  to 
Robespierre,  in  which  he  bnmbled  himself  before  him,  and 
which  was  found -among  the  latter's  papers  after  bia  death. 

"  Robespierre,"  said  Tallien,  "  the  terrible  and  unjuM 
words  you  have  uttered  yet  rankle  in  my  wounded  heart ; 
and  I  come,  with  all  the  franknese  of  an  boneet  mau,  to  give 
you  some  explanadoos !  You  have  been  for  a  long  ame 
surrounded  by  intrigMtU,  who  lore  to  behold  divisions 
among  the  ptariots,  and  who  fill  you  with  prejudices  against 
several  of  your  colleagues,  and  more  especi^ly  against  me. 
Letmy  conduct  be  remembered,  at  a  time  when  I  n&d  much 
revenge  to  wreak.  I  appeal  to  you  I  Well,  Robespietie, 
I  have  changed,  neither  my  principles  nor  my  condact;  a 
friend  to  hbmty,  truth,  and  justice,  I  have  not  for  an  instant 
deviated.  As  for  the  expressions  ascribed  to  me,  I  deny 
them ;  I  know  that  to  your  eyes,  and  those  of  the  conmit- 
teea,  I  am  represented  as  a  man  of  immoral  conduct :  let 
any  one  beset  my  house,  and  they  will  find  me  with  my 
aged  and  venerable  mother  in  the  dwellii^  we  occupied 
pi«vious  to  the  Revolution.  All  luxury  is  banished  thence ; 
and,  frith  the  exception  of  a  few  books,  my  property  has 
not  been  augmented  one  sou.  I  have,  doubtless,  commit- 
ted some  errors ;  but  they  were  involuntary,  and  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  human  frailty.  Such  is  my  profeasion 
of  f^h  ;  and  never  will  I  abjure  it,  for  such  would  be  the 
conduct  of  a  bad  citizen,  who  sought  to  retard  the  progress 
of  die  Revolution.  Such,  Robespierra,  are  my  sentiments. 
Living  alone  and  isolated,  I  have  but  few  friends,  but  I 
shall  be  ever  the  friend  of  the  real  defenders  of  the  people." 

Robespierre  made  no  reply,  for  he  did  not  esteem  TaUien 
BUfficienU^  to  believe  that  his  pen  could  ever  be  converted 
into  a  poignard.  In  a  revolution,  servile  men  are  never 
sufficiently  nustmsted ;  tbey  alone  are  dangerous. 

XIV. 
Some  days  afi»r,  Robespierre  attacked  a  man  more  pliable 
and  more  redoubtable  than  Tallien — Fouch^ — and  caused 
him  to  be  expelled  from  the  society  for  having  preached 
atheism  ax  Neven.  "  Does  this  man  fear  to  appear  before 
you  t"  jsaid  he,  to  the  Jacobins.     "  Does  be  fear  the  eyes 
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and  eara  of  tbepeoplsl  Does  ha  fear,  leU  hunniMar&U 
are*  should  too  openly  display  crime,  and  that  the  eyea  of 
MX  thooaand  men  BhotUd  read  hia  Bonl  in  his  looks,  and 
nad  bis  thon^its  written  there  in  ante  of  naOiM  t" 

The  hatred  felt  againat  hiin  now  Iwoke  out  more  openly 
in  the  committees.  Robeapinte,  Gonthon,  aod  Saint-Jnit 
inperioudy  demsaded  that  ttiey  ibonld  make  vse  of  the  de- 
cree they  bad  obtained,  to  send  beTora  the  Bevdntiotiary 
Tribanal  the  nenwlto  agitated  tbeCooTCMion.  These  umb, 
Foiicb6,  Talliea,  Booidtm  del'Oise,  Fiima,  Tlmriot,  Robert, 
Lecointre,  Barras,  I^egeDdra,  Cambon,  Leonard  Bonrdon, 
Dnval,  Andoain,  Canier,  aod  Jom^  Xiebon.  The  com- 
mitteet  beaitated,  and  Covtbon  appraled  to  the  Jacobins. 

-"  The  shades  of  Danton,  Hubert,  and  Ghanmette  are  yet 
among  na,"  aaid  he,  at  the  aKdag  of  ^te  S6th,  "  and  seek  to 
perpetnate  die  eri)  done  ns  bv  thaw  coiw|nntora.  The  le- 
puUie  baa  placed  all  her  oonfideBce  in  the  Conreotion,  who 
merits  it,  akhoogfa  Aatr  still  exist  among  its  memberB  some 
few  disaibeted )  but  the  tine  is  come  in  which  diese  scotm- 
drela  are  to  be  nnmasked  and  pimiabed.  Hwtpily,"  con- 
tinued he,  "ibew  namber  is  hot  small— fimr  or  six.  Let  the 
wicked  fall — iM  tbem  perish  I" 

Violent  a1tm«ationa  frequently  took  place  between  So- 
bespierre  and  hia  colleagnes.  BiUaad-Vareanes  made  no 
•ecret  of  bis  sospidona  of  the  use  whidi  i!t»  triomviTs  pro- 
posed to  make  tbe  secret  of  the  PrauiaL  "  Yon-tben  seek 
to  gaillotine  all  tbe  Conrention  V  aald  he,  one  day,  to  Ro- 
beBpierra.  Camot  and  Collot  d'Herbois  also  reproached 
Robeapierre  with  the  impression  he  eiieTcised  oTertba  gov- 
ernment. G  atnot  was  oomided  with  SatntJoat,  wheafiacted 
to  disuTBDge  hia  miHtary  eombinationa,  with  tbe  tbougbt- 
lesBiiMS  of  a  yoanr  man ;  wbilat  Vadier,  the  praaident  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  ahared  ibo  animosity  of  his 
coBesgues. 

On  tbe  evening  of  the  day  wfam  £lie  Lacoste  was  to 
make  his  report  on  the  conspiracy  of  Ladmiral  and  Ciaic 
Renault,  Vadier  came  to  tbe  Committee.  "  To-morrow," 
he  said  to  Robeapierre,  "  I  shall  moke  my  report  in  an  a^ir 
which  relates  to  this,  and  shall  propose  uiat  the  Sainte-Am- 
aranthe  family  be  included  in  me  accusalitm."  "  You  will 
do  no  sucb  thing,"  replied  Robeapierre,  imperiously.  "  I 
shall  do  it,"  was  Vadierls  rejoinder.  "  I  have  all  the  docu- 
ments in  my  band ;  they  prove  the  conspiracy,  and  I  will 
tmvail  the  whole  mystery."     "  Froo&  or  not,  if  you  venture. 
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I  will  attack  70a,"  retortad  Robeapien'e.  "You  are  the 
tynat  of  tbo  Committee  of  Public  Safety,"  saiil  Vadier. 
"  Ah !  I  am  the  tyrant  of  the  OoTDmittee  of  Public  Safety  1" 
replied  Robespierre,  with  difficulty  reMrainingteai's  of  rage; 
"  Well  then,  I  free  you  of  my  tyranny.  I  withdraw ;  save 
my  country  without  me,  if  you  can.  I  am  retolved  I  will 
not  renew  die  character  (^  CromweU."  And  he  withdraw 
M  he  spolce,  and  never  again  entered  the  Cotmuttee  of  Fub- 
Uc  Saie^. 

Some  regarded  this  absence  and  Tohintaiy  kbdicatioa  u 
weaknew,  others  a«  a  akill&il  policy.  The  courage  which 
Hobesmarre  had  hitherto  shown  in  preeence  of  bia  enenuM, 
and  which  he  subiequently  exhibited  in  the  preaence  of 
death,  would  not  at  all  allow  na  to  ini^oee  diat  it  was 
weakness  liiat  actuated  him.  From  the  moment  when  Ro- 
bespierre could  no  longer  restrain  the  commUteee  by  the  as- 
cendency of  his  will  and  hia  pcHtulaiity,  it  seemed  wiser  to 
him  to  separate  himself  ostenaibly  &om  hiB  colleagues.  H« 
thUB  acquitted  himself  of  the  reqwniilHlity  of  the  crimes 
wkicfa  marked  his  abeence.  He  declared  himself,  by  this 
fthsence,  in  open  opposition  with  the  goremmmit ;  and,  as 
he  meditated  the  overthrow  of  the  eommutee,  be  could  not 
remain,  is  the  eyes  of  opinion,  an  accomfrfiGe  of  iu  acts. 
To  abandou  the  committees,  was  a  mote  denunotatioa,  more 
significative  and  mote  menacing  than  vaiu  words.  They 
wmted  to  see  on  which  side  pnbhc  opinion  would  range,  and 
who  would  seize  on  it — the  man  or  anarchy. 

XV. 

But  the  retreat  of  RobeKpieire  did  sot  com^tely  disarm 
him,  even  in  the  bosom  of  the  committee  ttsdf ;  be  still 
muntained  an  invisible  hand  in  the  fbcus  of  the  goTeonent 
Saint^Juat  had  just  left  for  the  array  of  the  Rnine.  His 
absence  had  left  vacant  in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
the  prealdBncy  i^  the  bureau  of  the  General  Police.  Robes- 
pierre was  charged  with  replacing  his  young  colledgue,  and 
tbua  held  in  his  hands  the  thread  of  every  plot  that  could  be 
Dontrived  agisinst  him,  and  through  the  mediation  of  numer- 
ous spies  of  this  police  could  catch  bia  enemies  in  their  own 
snares.  Secret  papers,  found  at  his  house  ailer  his  tall,  show 
the  watchfulness  he  observed  over  all  the  most  formidable 
members  of  the  Convention  and  the  committees.  He  kept 
up  the  msiu-apring  of  a  piosczibuig  government— mforma- 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOglt: 


456  U«HPieBftB*B   SBCKBT    NOTM 

tion.  Ho  \rat  no  longer  tbe  Iiead,  but  he  was  still  the  ear 
and  eye  of  tbe  revolutionary  soyernnient.  He  was,  too,  the 
■ole  voice  of  the  people,  ancT  had  no  doubt  but  that  on  the 
day  he  should  raise  that  voice  accusingly  against  bis  enemies, 
he  should  upsot  the  weak  scaBblding  of  their  hatreds  and 
inttigues  aeainst  him.  But  be  desired  that  they  should  en- 
ter further  into  the  snate  which  his  absence  opened  to  them, 
and  he  thus  wounded  themselvee  to  death  with  the  weapoos 
be  abandoned  to  them.  He  silently  accumulated  secret  re- 
poita  of  tbein,  noted  down  all  thmr  comings  and  goings, 
marked  tbeir  langu^e,  and  put  hia  own  construction  on 
their  thoughts.  The  ibllowing  are  among  tbe  teetimoniea 
or  suspicions  which  he  collected  to  enable  him  to  select,  at 
the  hour  of  vengeance,  from  among  his  victims  or  his  par- 
risans.  "  Legendre,"  (thus  wrote  his  spies  to  bim),  was  seen 
jesArdsy,  wtdking  with  G}«neral  Fernn  ;  their  conversation 
was  mysterious  and  animated.  They  parted  at  eleven 
o'clock.  Z<egandre  entered  tbe  Convention  at  noon,  and 
UA  at  one  o'clock.  It  was  remarked  while  he  was  walking 
in  the  Tuileiiea,  that  his  physiognomy  was  marked  witb 
care  and  emmi.  He  was  accosted  by  a  person  unknown, 
and  they  cooTersed  in  a  low  tone." 

"  Thuriot  went  out  at  seven  o'clock,  with  a  female  from 
an  unknown  bouse,  and  they  proceeded  to  the  garden  of 
dw  palace  Egalit^,  where  they  walked  under  the  trees. 
Tbey  entered  into  the  house  to  anp,  and  had  not  quitted  it 
at  midnight." 

"  Tallien  remained  at  the  Jacobins'  yesterday  until  Ae 
close  af  tbe  sittings ;  when  he  letl  he  was  accompanied  by 
a  man  who  is  generally  with  him,  carrying  a  large  stick. 
They  took  each  other's  arm,  end  convened  in  a  low  voice, 
as  they  left  the  garden  Egalit^.  They  were  together  until 
midnight.  Talhen  then  went  in  a  hackney-coach  to  Rue 
de  Belle-Perle.  The  man  with  the  thick  stick  escaped 
without  our  discDveiing  his  residence.  He  wears  a  red  and 
white  waistcoat,  with  wide  stripes.  He  has  l^t  hair,  and 
is  about  Tallien's  age. 

"  Tallien  did  not  leave  his  home  yesterday  until  three 
o'clock  P.M.  One  of  his  confidants  told  us  diat  having 
asked  why  he  no  longer  was  talked  about  in  the  Couven- 
tion,  Tallien  replied  that  he  was  disgusted  from  the  time 
tbey  had  told  him,  in  the  committee,  that  he  had  not  guil- 
lotined  enough  persons  at  Bordeaux.  He  has  trunty 
ageUa,  who  iafbrni  him  of  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  com- 
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■nitteea,  and  when  be  leaves  home  he  is  escorted  by  four 
citizenB,  wfao  watch  him  from  a  short  distance. 

"  Thuriot,  Charlier,  Fouche,  Bourdon  de  I'Oise,  Gastoa 
and  Breard,  had  a  secret  conversation  together  to-day  il) 
the  Convention." 

"  Bourdon  de  I'Oise  was  seen  yesterday  in  the  street, 
iDotionleas,  deep  in  thought,  and  not  knowing  which  way 
to  go." 

.  "  Talhen  was  buying  some  books  to-day,  for  an  hour  in 
frost  of  a  bookseller's,  and  looking  around  with  a  restleea 
and  suspicious  glance." 

XVI. 

These  notes  honrly  informed  Robespierre  of  the  stepa 
of  his  enemies.  Couthon  watched  for  him  the  interior  of 
the  CoRimittee  of  Public  Safety ;  David  and  Lebas,  the 
Committee  of  General  Security ;  and  CofGnhal,  the  Revo- 
lutionary Tribunal;  Fayan,  the  Commune.  No  move- 
ment, no  symptom,  could  eecape  him.  Notes,  in  his  owti 
hand,  revealed  his  continual  meditations  over  the  characters 
and  previous  lives  of  the  men  whom  he  prepared  to  crush 
with  the  committees,  or  to  raise  to  the  government.  He 
drew  up,  in  his  secret  manuscripts,  a  catalogue  of  his  siu- 
picions  or  his  confideoces. 

"  Dubois-Cranc^,"  he  writes,  "  amenable  to  the  law 
which  banishes  from  Paris  for  having  usurped  false  titles 
of  nobility,  sent  away,  as  an  intriguer,  to  the  army  at  Cher- 
bourg. He  has  aaid  it  was  necessary  to  destroy  the  last 
Vend^an.  A  friend  of  Denton  :  a  partisan  of  P'Oileans, 
with  whom  he  was  extremely  intimate." 

"  Delmas,  a  ei-devaMt  noble,  a  worn-out  intriguer — con- 
nected with  the  Giroude — friend  of  Jjacroix — ally  of  Dan- 
ton — is  intimate  with  CamoL" 

"  Thuriot  nerer  was  any  thing  but  a  partisan  of  D'Or- 
leaiiB.  Hiii  silence  since  Danton's  fall,  contrasta  with  his 
eternal  chattering  before  th^  period..  He  secretly  agi- 
tates la  Montagne,  and  excites  the  factious.  He  was  at 
Danton's  and  Lacroix's  dinner  at  Gusman's,  and  in  other 
suspicious  places." 

"Bourdon  de  I'Oise  was  covered  with  crimes  in  LaVen* 
d6e,  when  he  was  participator  with  the  traitor  Tunk  in  all 
his  orgies,  killing  soldiers  with  his  own  hand.  He  joined 
treachery  to  his  fiiry — has  been  a  fierce  defender  of  the 
system  of  ageism.  On  the  day  of  the  ISte  of  the  Supreme 
VOL.  la. — U 
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Bwog,  bo  uttered,  on  tbU  qneadon,  tome  ttty  ceaiM  ■»- 
caBUB  DO  this  subject.  Hu  pointed  vut  with  iwacb  K&cta- 
tioD  to  Hb  colleague*,  the  niarlu  of  favor  which  the  people 
bestowed  ou  me.  Teu  days  ago  he  was  at  Boulanger's, 
when  he  saw  that  citizen's  niece.  Taking  dowu  a  brace 
crf^pistols  from  the  mantlepiece,  she  said  they  ww«  loaded. 
'  Well,'  said  he, '  if  I  IciU  myself  they  will  My  you  aesaflsin- 
ated  me,  and  you  will  be  guillotined !'  He  then  Sred  at 
the  young  girl,  but  the  pistols  did  not  go  off,  because  there 
WW  DO  priming.  This  m&n  alwavs  bad  tl»  air  of  an  a 
'  1  wtio  meditates  a  crime,  ana  seems 


I  by  the 
image  of  the  scaffold  and  the  furieB." 

"Leonard  Bourdon,  an  intriguer,  despised  by  all — one 
of  the  inseparable  accomplices  of  Hubert— Klootz's  friend. 
Nothing  can  equal  the  baseness  of  the  intrigues  be  prac- 
ticed to  increase  the  aumber  of  hig  pujMlB,  and  to  get  scliolani 
of  the  country.  He  was  one  of  the  first  who  introduce)) 
into  the  Convention  the  habit  of  debasii^  it  by  indecent 
customs,  such  as  BpeaJiing  with  the  bat  oOd  and  titdflg  in  a 
cynical  costume." 

"  Merlin,  celebr^ed  for  the  capitulation  of  Mayesce,  »nd 
more  than  suspected  of  having  received  the  price," 

"  Muntaut,  ci-devant  marquia,  seelung  to  aveoge  his 
humiliated  caste  by  eternal  denunciations  against  the  Com 
mitlee  of  Public  Safety," 

XVII. 

In  oppoaldon  to  these  men,  and  bis  mlBtniats  of  thrai, 
he  inscnbed  the  uaines  of  those  whom  he  proposed  to  call 
to  the  high  functions  of  the  republic.  There  wss  Hermana 
for  the  Home  Government ;  Fayau  ur  Jullien  for  Public 
Instruction;  Henriot  for  the  MairU  of  Paris  j  Buchot  oi 
Fourcade  for  Foreign  Affairs ;  D' Albarade  for  the  Marine ; 
Jaquior,  brother-in-law  of  Saint-JuBt;  Coffinhal,  SubleyraB, 
Aithur,  I>arth6,  and  a  number  of  other  obscure  names, 
chosan  from  men  among  artisana,  but  remarkable  for  zeal, 
patriotism,  and  civic  virtues. 

Besides  these  names,  fallen  frcHn  his  pen,  to  be  gathered 
np  again  in  the  day  of  his  power,  were  hundreds  of  leoers 
signed  or  anonymous,  which,  at  die  saiae  dme,  devoted  to 
the  tyrant  of  the  CoDventdon,  apotheosis  or  death-  Thew 
letiore  attested  also,  by  their  enthusiasm  or  invective,  the 
powerful  hold  this  name  had  taken,  which,  by  itsallQ  fillyj 
■o  many  imaginatioiis  in  the  republic. 
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"  Thou,  who  enligfcteneit  ths  univerae  by  tbj  writiiigB,'' 
■aid  one  of  these  letters ;  "  thou  fillest  the  world  with  thy 
renown ;  thy  principles  are  thoM  of  nature;  thy  language 
that  of  humanity  :  thou  restorest  men  to  their  natal  dig- 
nity. Second  creator,  thou  regeaerstest  the  human  race  I" 
"  Koboepietre  I  Robespierm  I"  snys  another )  "I  bom  you— 
you  are  looking  to  the  dietatonhip,  and  you  would  deatroy 
libetty.  You  have  succeeded  ia  removing  the  fbremoat 
lupportera  of  the  republic.  It  was  thus  that  Richelieu 
contrived  to  reign,  by  causing  the  scaffold  to  flow  wHb  tha 
blood  of  all  the  enemiee  to  his  plana.  You  ha*e  contrived 
to  get  rid  of  Danton  and  Lacroix — can  yon  aveit  ifae  blow 
trom  my  bBDci,  and  the  hands  of  twenty-two  Bnitoaea  tika 
myaelf  I  Thirty  times  already  have  I  tried  to  thrust  a  poi- 
iODed  dagger  into  your  heart.  I  would  have  shat«d  this 
glory  wiui  otbera  1  You  shall  p«iab  by  the  hand  you  do 
not  BUapect,  and  which  preMea  youra  I 

"  I  have  aeeu  thee,"  runs  a  third,  "  beside  Potion  and 
Mirabeau,  those  stres  of  hberty;  and  now  I  see  tbee  abova 
o<HTuption^-^roof  in  the  bosom  of  corruption— erect  in  the 
midst  of  ruioe.  Do  not  trutt  to  any  but  4h^«lf  ibr  the 
execution  of  thy  designs.  Thou  shalt  be  regarded  in  ages 
to  coma  as  the  comer-atone  of  our  constitution  I" 

"  Xhou  Hvest  stiH— 4iger  Aireting  for  ibe  blood  of 
France,"  says  another  epistle,  "  executioner  of  thy  coun- 
tl7  1  Thou  still  BUrviveBt  1  but  thy  hour  ai^>roacbas :  this 
hand,  which  tfay  wandering  eyes  vainly  seek  to  disoovar,  is 
nised  agaiDStthee.  Every  day  I  am  with  the* ;  every  day, 
at  every  hour,  I  seek  where  to  strike  tbee.  Adieu :  this 
very  evening,  gasing  on  thee,  I  will  enjoy  thy  tertor  t" 

A^^in:  "RolM^ierre,  column  of  the  imublic,  son!  of 
patriots,  genius  incomiptiblB,  enHghtened  Moniagnard, 
who  seeet  all,  foreseest  all,  unnHskest  all,  real  orator — real 
pJiilaaophor,  thou  whom  I  know  not,  as  God,  but  by  thy 
mirKokiB:  the  crown,  the  triumph  are  due  to  thee  white 
awaiting  until  the  dvic  ineoiise  smokes  before  the  altar 
which  we  will  raise  to  thee,  and  which  posterity  will  re- 
Tei«  so  long  as  men  shall  know  the  reward  of  Ub^ty  iw4 
virtue  1" 

"  You  can  not  choose  a  mope  ftvorable  moment"  (writes 
Payao,  his  roost  ealightened  coniederate  in  the  Commune)) 
"  to  Mrike  all  tbe  conspiratoi«.  "  Hake,  I  repeat  to  you,  an 
extended  report,  conprehending  all  tbe  conspirators,  ex- 
UbUng  an  the  conspiraciea  comianed  into  one,  bo  that  at> 
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tuf  Me  tli«reiR  the  Fajettiflte,  Royalists,  Federalists,  H^ 
benists,  D&ntoitiMs,  &nd  tha  Bourhont  /  Make  a  great  work 
of  it !     This  letter  may  deetruy  infr^-burD  it  I" 


In  the  midat  of  tbeae  public  coinspondeni^,  domeetic 
ooirespondence  distrscted  the  BtateHman  by  catling  his  at- 
tantiDti  to  tbe  divisioiw  in  hia  family.  "Our  iister,"  writes 
bis  young  brother,  "has  not  one  drop  of  blood  which  ro- 
sembleB  ours.  I  have  loBmed  and  seen  of  hor  so  many 
things,  that  I  consider  her  our  greatest  enemy.  She  abuses 
our  stainless  reputation  to  mako  uh  the  law,  and  threatens 
to  take  sucb  an  infamous  step  as  will  destroy  as.  A  decided 
measure  most  be  taken  witn  ber  to  compel  her  to  go  to 
Arras,  and  thna  remove  to  a  distance  front  us  a  woman  who 
will  also  cause  us  deep  deapair.  She  would  confer  upon 
OS  tbe  reputeuon  of  bad  brothers!" 

"  It  is  then  necessary  for  your  tranquillity  that  I  remove 
to  a  distance  from  you,"  writes  this  sister  in  her  turn ;  "  It 
is  even  requisite,  I  am  told,  for  the  public  good,  that  I  do 
not  live  in  Palis.  I  ought,  above  all  things,  to  deliver  you 
from  BO  odious  a  sight.  To-morrow  you  may  enter  your 
apartment  without  any  fear  of  meeting  me.  Let  my  being 
in  Paris  no  longer  make  you  uneasy-— I  have  no  desire  tt> 
associate  my  fiiends  in  my  disgrace.  I  have  need  only  ofa 
few  days  to  calm  the  disorder  of  my  ideas,  and  to  decido 
me  as  to  tbe  place  of  my  exile.  Tbe  quarter  wbero  the 
Citoyenne  Laporte  dwells,  is  where  I  shall  go  to  for  a  time, 
as  the  place  in  the  whole  republic  wheio  I  should  be  the 
least  known." 

But  if  Kobespierre  did  not  allow  himself  to  be  called  off 
from  his  watchfiUneoa  over  hia  foes,  either  by  his  domeetic 
annoyances,  or  bis  extreme  indigence,  or  by  the  flatteries 
be  received,  or  the  threats  of  hia  correspondents;  neither 
did  the  committee  allow  their  hatred,  alarm,  and  sullen  con- 
■piraciea  against  him  to  repoee  for  a  moment.  Billand- 
■  Varenoes,  CoHot  d'Herboia,  Ban^re,  Vadiere,  Amar,  Elle 
Lacoste  endeavored,  by  a  redoubling  of  terror,  to  fortifr 
themselves  before  the  Convention  and  the  Jacobina  against 
any  charges  of  indulgeitce  which  Robespierre  might  bring 
sgunst  tnem ;  on  tbe  other  hand,  they  affected  to  cast  on 
him  solely  tbe  execution  of  the  Revolutitmary  Tribunal, 
and  to  represent  bira  in  their  disclosures  as  the  insatiable 
dacim&torof  his  colleagues.     "  Let  him  demand,"  sudBoi' 
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tdre,  "dte  heads  of  TnHien,  Bonnlon,  Legendre,  and  wi 
m&f  fllru-naa  the  matter ;  but  the  heads  of  aJl  the  chiefs  of 
the  Conveodon  who  disquiet  him,  wa  caa  not  conseut  to 
such  wholesale  demand  for  blood  I" 

Tbey  circulated  among'  the  benches  preteoded  lists  a£ 
die  heads  demanded  bj  Robespierre,  in  order  to  excite  by 
teiTor  those  who  were  not  excited  by  envy.  Mdiae  Bayle, 
AH  influential  member  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
one  day  confessed  this  duplicity  of  the  committee  with  re- 
spect to  Robespierre.  "  Tallieo,"  said  Moue  Bayle,  "has 
committed  so  many  crimes,  that  of  five  hundred  thousaad 
heads  he  would  not  preserve  one  if  they  rendered  faim  jus- 
tice. The  committee  has  proofi  and  documents;  but  it  is 
sufficient  for  bim  to  be  attacked  by  Robespierre  for  us  to 
kemi  silence." 

The  men  menaced  by  Robespierre  were  warned  by  the 
care  of  the  committee — even  those  whom  be  had  only  viewed 
with  indifference.  Nightly  countuls  were  held,  sometineB' 
at  Tallieo's  sometimes  at  Barras',  with  Lecmntre,  Friron,' 
Barras,  Tallien,  Gamier  de  TAubo,  Robere,  Thirion,  Qeof 
fcoy,  and  the  two  Bourdons.  They  there  concocted  the 
means  of  rendering  his  name  unpopular,  of  parrying  or  pre- 
veudng  Robespierre's  blows,  unmasking  fais  ambition,  and 
branding  bis  tyranny.  The  extreme  danger,  profound 
mystery,  the  scaffold  prepared  and  at  hand,  gave  to  this 
rising  opposijioa  the  character,  secresy,  and  desperaticm  of 
a  conapiracy.  Tallien,  Barras,  and  Fr6ron  were  the  prime 
movers.  These  three  deputies,  recalled  from  their  missions 
at  Bordeaux,  Maraeilles,  and  Toulon,  threatened  with  the 
severe  reckoning  which  Robespierre  demanded  of  them,  had 
very  reluctantly  laid  down  the  omnipotence  of  their  funo 
tions.  Long  absolute  proconsuls,  sovereign  arbiters  td  life 
and  property,  it  cost  them  much  to  become  again  simple 
deputies,  trembling  before  a.  master.  The  dictatorial  power 
they  bad  exercised  at  the  armies,  the  habits  of  conibat,  the 
pride  of  victories^  services  done  to  the  republic,  the  uniform 
they  had  worn  at  the  head  of  the  regiments,  imprinted 
something  more  martial  and  more  peremptory  on  their  acta 
and  wishes.  Camps  team  to  despise  tribunes.  BanaB,Fr6- 
ron  and  Tallien  formed,  in  the  midst  of  these  men  of  words, 
the  germ  and  nucleus  of  a  military  party,  ready  to  cut  with 
the  sword  the  knot  of  the  plot  which  was  closing  aronnd 
them.  Tallien  communicated  desperation,  Fr^ron  vengeance 
Bsiru  confidence^  to  iht  conspirators.    They  were  thros 
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BMn  of  scdoo,  the  more  fit  tor  b«rd  bloWi,  M  tb«7  TiacI  As 
1m«  mipentition  for  the  laws,  and  fewer  Krwplea  for  Kb«t]r. 
CoMpinton  afrer  Daatun'e  moM,  forgetting;  in  revolaiiona 
iprinciplea,  and  seeing  only  circumBtancee ;  more  in  lore  witk 
pomr  and  ia  Mijoyment  than  of  institntioDs ;  and  desirous 
of  aariDg.  U  any  aacrifice,  their  heads,  rafter  than  laying 
them  down  calntly  on  die  scafibld.  Their  tacdca  were  to 
■Ct—«ntidpate— strike* 


BOOK  LIL 


L 

Wbils  these  men,  afterward  called  the  T^amidortau, 
devised  smbm  to  destroy  tyranny  by  force,  the  committees 
W«n  eeeapicd,  wkb  more  conning,  in  adopting  means  of 
somrominDg,  iacdttiBg,  asti  nirrounding  Robespierre  in 
pvUiO  opiBira  and  in  the  Convendos.  To  resist  die  in- 
Boenoe  Bgahut  Um  before  the  JaeoUns,  it  was  necessary  to 
combat  inih  rigor  «nd  ferocity  in  the  appHcation  of  the  ter- 
rible law  of  the  Sad  Preirial.  Never  had  terror  struck  m 
«MUM  not*  gnilty,  more  Buspected,  and  more  innocent  peo- 
ple, than  since  the  day  when  Robespierre  bad  resolved  to 
pot  a  limit  lo  it.  Fouquier  Tinvilje,  the  juries,  and  the  ex> 
ecvtionen  could  not  sutHce  for  the  daily  immelation  com- 
maad*d  by  the  committees.  The  Committee  of  General 
Safety,  which  had  been  held  in  secret,  and  which  had  as 
yet  played  but  a  subaltern  part,  while  Robespierre  ruled 
and  surpassed  all  in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safet;^  had 
iMCome  insatiable  for  proscription  since  his  absence.  There 
was  an  emulation  of  ngor  and  death  between  the  two  com- 
otitiees.  Vadier,  Amar,  Jagot,  Louis  du  Bas-Rhin,  Vool- 
land,  and  EKe  Lacoste,  the  ruling  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  General  Safety,  equaled  Cc^ot  d'Herboia  and 
Biilaud-Varennea  in  ardor.  "  This  goes  weU— the  harrest 
is  good— -ihe  baskets  are  filled,"  said  one  of  tbem,  signing 
the  long  lists  to  be  sent  to  the  Bevolationary  Tribunal.  "I 
saw  yoB  on  the  Place  de  la  Revolutian,  witnessing  the  guil- 
lotine perfonnance,"  eaid  the  other.  "  Yes,"  replied  the 
one,  "  I  went  there  to  laugh  at  the  figure  these  wretebes 
displayed."  "  They  go  to  sneeze  in  the  sack,"  said  a  third : 
•1  ofran  attend  these  execntionB."  "  Let  ns  go,  then,  to- 
OMrraw,"  replied  one  still  more  sanguinary;  "diere  wiU 
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be  ft  grand  scene."  These  men  went  in  effect  to  cDnteni' 
piate  ifae  executions ;  sumetimes  from  the  wimJows  of  a 
neighboring  house.  Prodigal  of  blood,  tbey  were,  how- 
ever, honest,  as  regarded  spoiL  Billaad'VareDnes,  dying 
in  misery  at  Cayenne,  could  not  reproach  himself  with  & 
feithing  robhed  from  the  republic,  which  he  had  decimated. 

Vadier,  arrived  *t  extreme  age,  an  exile,  and  a  beggar 
ID  the  land  of  the  stratiger,  said  to  the  son  of  one  of  those 
whom  be  had  sent  to  the  scaffold,  "  I  am  ninety-two  years 
of  age.  The  force  rf  my  opitriona  prolongs  my  days.  I 
tto  Tiot  reproach  myself  with  a  single  act  of  my  life,  unless 
it  be  Fat  haviog  misunderstood  Robespierre,  and  talten  a 
eitizen  for  a  tyrant." 

Levassenr,  an  enthusiastic  Montagnard,  proscribed,  and 
Indigent  at  Brusseb,  exclaimed,  before  one  of  hia  compa- 
triots, who  bewailed  hia  deatitute  eanditiOD,  "  Go  and  tell 
yonr  republicans  at  Paria,  that  you  have  seen  old  Levas- 
seur  making  hia  own  bed,  to  relieve  his  faithfht  companioA 
of  ei^ity  years,  and  skimming  with  his  own  hand  the  pol 
bf  beans,  the  Only  nonrishment  of  dieir  misery."  "  And 
what  do  you  think  of  Sobespiem  now  ?"  asked  young 
Frati^ais.  "  Robespierre  I "  i-epHed  Levasseur,  "do  not 
pronooncfl  Hs  name ;  it  is  our  only  remorse.  La  Montague 
was  bewildered  when  it  sacrificed  him."  CHd  Soubetbielle 
Ipoke  in  the  same  strain  upon  his  death-bed.  "  The  most 
bloody  revolutions,"  he  exclaimed,  "  are  conscientious  rev 
OhitionB,  Robespierre  was  the  conscience  of  the  revoU 
tion.  They  sacrinced  hiiU  because  they  did  not  understan(< 
him."  Thus  conscience  and  opinion  were  so  mingled  in  the 
minds  of  men  of  this  period,  that  even,  after  the  lapse  of 
many  years,  they  still  took  one  for  the  other;  and  by  prov- 
mg  their  hands  ta  be  spotless  of  plunder,  they  believed  they 
bone  to  Qod  and  to  posterity  a  life  pure  from  reproach,  and 
proud  of  a  fanatic  Uieory,  which  even  age  had  neither  en- 
lightened nor  cooled. 

n. 

But  some  of  die  proscribers  wei«  66  habituated  to  blood, 
that  they  blended  ae&tb  wilh  the  elegancies,  the  enjoy- 
ments, and  debauchery  <rf'theb:  life.  Cruel  in  the  morning. 
Voluptuous  In  the  evening,  theV  left  the  committees,  the 
tribunal,  or  the  site  of  the  scaffola,  to  seat  themselves  around 
aamptaous  tables,  to  enjoy  music  and  poetry  in  private 
boxes,  or  to  respire  in  the  gardens  about  Paris  with  loose 
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women,  the  ft^getfiiliieM  of  public  ttSatn,  the  serenitj  of 
the  aeason,  leisure,  aod  peace.  They  appeared  beat  upwi 
devoting  to  enjoymeot  tiie  hours,  which  they  might  not 
posaeaa  on  the  morrow,  and  which  faction  might  at  aoj 
moment  abridge.  They  handled  with  iodiSerence,  againat 
their  enemies,  the  ax  which  they  awaited  with  resignatioa 
for  themselves.  These  countiy-houses  were  somettmea 
illegal  assemblies,  like  those  of  the  Dantonists  at  Serres. 

Barrdre,  above  all,  was  a  man  of  refinement  and  el^ance 
• — a  flatterer  of  th«  Revolution,  rather  than  an  apo^e  of 
republican  virtuB,  They  had  sumamed  him  "  lie  AMoertom 
<fftkt  GmSotine,"  because  he  scattered  in  his  reports  soft 
images,  blended  with  sinister  decree*,  like  pale  flowers 
Upon  blood.  He  had  fumiahed  a  country-house  in  the 
village  of  Clichy.  Ho  retired  there  twice  a  week  to  refresh 
bis  ideas,  and  renew  his  writings.  It  is  there  that  he  pre> 
pored,  it  is  said,  reports  as  subtle  as  his  own  mind,  in  which 
fae  forced  his  style  to  adopt  the  accent,  the  tone,  and  the 
forms  of  all  the  ruling  parties.  It  is  there  also  that  he 
conducted  the  Epicureans  of  the  Revolution,  and,  among 
others,  the  financier  Dupin.  Dupin  was  lamed  for  his  re- 
port against  six^  contractors,  whom  he  had  condemned  en 
vtatte  to  death.  He  was  renowned  &r  his  inclinatian  for 
the  pleasures  of  the  table.  Beautiful  women  and  artisteo, 
proud  of  an  intimacy  with  the  masters  of  the  republic,  as- 
sembled at  these  festivals  at  Clichy.  Light  aa  pleaaura, 
but  discreet  aa  death,  these  women  heard  all  without  re- 
taining any  thing.  Amar,  the  particular  friend  of  Dupin, 
Voulland,  Jagot,  Barras,  Frfron,  CoUot-d'Herbois,  and  the 
severe  Vadier  hiraaelf,  met  sometimes  at  this  retreat,  to 
consult  with  BarrSre  and  other  conventionaliaiB,  who  were 
inimical  to  Hobespierre.  The  pretext  of  pleasure  shielded 
conspiracy.  The  plot  was  not  suspected  in  this  repose.  It 
was,  however,  matured. 

III. 
Barrdre  and  his  colleagues  believed  themselves  obliged 
to  feign  a  patriotiHm  daily  more  doubtful,  to  avoid  the 
suspicion  of  moderation.  They  ceased  not  to  importune 
the  Convention  to  implacable  rigor.  Robespierre,  on  hia 
part,  to  preserve  his  ascendency  over  the  committees,  and 
to  intimidate  them  by  his  accusations,  diought  bimsalf  com- 
pelled to  exaggerate  in  himself  the  type  of  an  inflexible 
patriot.     The  Jacobins  seemed  no  longer  to  recognize  revo- 
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lutiimary  purity,  but  in  the  excess  of  suspicion.  Whichever 
of  the  two  parties  should  first  relax  the  nerve  of  terror, 
was  certaio  that  instant  to  f^l  und«r  the  accusation  of 
weakness,  or  of  complicity  with  the  euemieB  of  the  repub- 
lic This  was  the  secret  of  these  last  periods  of  political 
murder.  The  situation  beconio  the  more  urgent,  as  it  was 
about  to  break  down.  Terror  was  not  only  a  paaaion,  but 
a  tactic.  The  less  they  desired  it,  the  more  they  fingned 
it.  on  bath  aides.  The  blood  of  Innumerable  victims  served 
only  to  color  the  mask  of  this  execrable  hypocrisy  of  patri- 

We  have  seen  that  after  the  attempt  to  aBsaaainatc  Collot 
d'Herbois,  and  after  the  shadow  of  assassination  against 
Robespierre,  the  enthusiastic  members  of  the  Committees 
of  Greueral  Safety  had  resolred  to  concentrate  in  the  accu- 
sation of  Ladmiral  and  C6cile  Renault,  a  host  o£  toi-ditant 
accompUces,  entirely  strangers  to  the  two  accused.  They 
thus  leigned  a  cruel  solicitude  for  the  life  of  Robespierre, 
and  a  striking  vengeance  for  his  danger.  Elie  Lacoste  had 
finished  the  report,  and  Vadier  had  concurred  in  it.  It  wil' . 
be  remembered  that  Yadier  bad  implicated  in  the  accusa- 
tion a  crowd  of  innocent'  people,  and  that  Robespierre  had 
strenuously  opposed  this  part  ,of  the  reportj  that  Vadiei 
hafl  insisted  with  the  ferocity  of  an  inquisitor  who  retains 
his  prey ;  and  that  this  altercation,  degenerating  into  a 
quarrel  and  violence,  had  been  the  occasion  of  the  defeat 
of  Robespierre,  of  his  tears  of  anger,  and  his  definitive 
retreat  (mm  the  committee.  These  are  the  circumstances, 
their  secret  causes,  and  their  consequences  over  the  double 
conspiracy  which  was  plotted  on  one  side  among  the  inti- 
mates of  Robespierre,  and  on  the  other  in  the  illegal  meet- 
ings of  the  two  committees.  Time  has  unraveled  tha 
chain  of  iacts  which  seemed  so  opposed  one  to  the  other. 

IV. 

The  human  mind  requires  the  supernatural.  Reason 
alone  does  not  suffice  to  explain  its  sorruwful  condition  here 
below.  It  requires  mystery  and  the  marvelous.  Mysteries 
are  the  shadow  of  infinity,  borne  upon  the  human  mind 
They  prove  infinity  without  explaining  it.  Man  seeks 
eternally  to  penetrate  these  shadoH.  Every  nation,  evory 
age,  and  all  civilizations  have  their  mysteries.  Puerile  in 
the  people,  sublime  in  philosophers,  they  rise  from  the 
Sibyls  to  Plato,  and  re-descend  ftom  Plato  to  the  most  ab- 
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Ject  monntebanlu.  Since  the  pUloeophj  of  &t«  etghteeudi 
cemuty  had  sapped  the  lupererition  of  the  middle  ages  in 
the  mind  of  Europe,  the  pasMon  for  the  supernatural  had 
changed,  not  in  its  nature  add  credulity,  but  in  its  object 
Never  had  a  greater  nomber  of  hidden  doctrines,  of  chi- 
merical philoaophies,  or  tranicendent  philooopbers  &aa- 
nated  tbe  inteltectuat  world.  Swedenborr  in  Sweden; 
Weishaupt  upon  Qie  Rhine ;  tbe  Cotint  of  Saint-Germaio, 
Berj^asM,  and  Saint-Maitin  in  France;  the  freemasons, 
the  Rorieruciam,  the  iUnminatt,  and  the  dnsts,  in  all  patts, 
had  founded  schools,  recruited  the  initiated,  and  dreamed 
mysteries.  Mystic  credulity  every  where  succeeded  popu- 
lar credulity.  The  Hevolution,  in  exciting  further  the 
imagination  of  men,  had  not  diminished  utis  inatinctive 
attraction  of  humanity  for  the  marvelous.  It  had  exalted 
it,  on  tt»  contrary,  to  delirium  in  certain  minds,  and  even 
in  the  mus.  The  greater  events,  the  more  general  ore 
catastrophes,  the  more  tragical  are  destinies,  tbe  more  man 
also  recognizea  bis  insufficiency,  and  tbe  more  he  thinks  he 
sees  the  baod  of  God  itself  extnte  events,  the  men  and  the 
oircumatancea  which  agitate  them,  and  which  crumble  ot 
■rise  around  as.  From  this  disposition  of  tbe  fauroan  mind 
to  tbe  supernatural,  and  from  this  void  which  the  disappear- 
ance of  ancient  worship  lefl  in  the  soul,  a  reKgioue  and 
political  sect  was  batched  in  the  shade,  and  recruited  thou- 
sands of  sectaries  In  the  population,  so  greedy  of  novelty. 

V. 
There  was  then,  in  a  retired  and  dreary  qusiter  of  the 
extremities  of  Paris,  an  old  woman,  named  Cadierine 
Th6oB,  or  the  mother  of  O-od.  This  wota an  possessed  all 
her  life  by  her  own  imagination,  and  rendered  still  weaker 
by  tbe  hallucination  of  her  intellect,  believed,  or  feigned  to 
believe,  herself  endowed  with  the  supernatural  gifU  of  fore- 
sight and  prophecy ;  a  superannuated  Pythoness  of  another 
^dor,  she  perceived  in  Robespierre  another  SauL     She 

Eroclaitned  him  the  chosen  of  God,  She  displayed  him  to 
er  disciples  as  the  Saviour  of  Israel,  tbe  regenerator  of  true 
religwn,  and  the  founder  of  perfect  harmony  upon  earth. 
An  old  monk  of  the  oi-der  of  St.  Bruno,  named  Doni  Gerlo, 
blending  in  his  confused  and  contracted  brain  tbe  mysticism 
of  bis  first  state  with  the  passion  of  a  religious  traneforma- 
don  of  tbe  world,  had  linked  himself  with  tbe  propbetesa 
«f  the  Kue  Cobtrosoaipe,  by  that  attraction  which  draws 
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erodnlity  to  the  marvekjuB.  Dom  Oerie  had  consdtated 
himself  the  chief  Jiiciple  of  this  inspired  woman ;  he  ac- 
camulated  and  elucidated  her  oraelsB.  He  had  eatabhahed 
with  her  a  kind  of  church,  whore  the  faithful  came  in  crowds 
to  receive  the  initiation  and  the  revelations  of  the  new  wor- 
ship. Strange  ceremonies,  metaphorical  language,  convul- 
sive iaspirationa,  appeals  to  the  Hol]r  Gl-host,  young  girls 
of  eelestial  beauty,  apparitiona,  chants,  music  fraternal 
kiMes,  and  the  mysteiy  which  enrelo^d  the  sanctuary, 
gave  to  this  budding  religion  the  prestige  of  soul  and  of 
sense,  tn  all  the  supernatural  communications  of  the 
priestess  with  the  neophytes,  the  Revolution  was  pointed 
OBt  as  the  advent  of  the  divine  spirit  upon  the  heads  of  the 
people.  Priests  and  kings  were  to  disappear  from  the  face 
of  the  Bniverse;  Babespierre  was  represented  in  hidden 
tennS)  as  the  Messiah,  at  once  political  and  religious,  who 
was  to  regulate  and  report  eveiy  thing  to  Qod.  The  peo- 
pl«  In  throngs  initiated  tiiemselves  in  this  &ith. 

VI. 

Dotn  Q«rie  had  been  a  member  of  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly. His  leaning  to  pious  credulity  had  already  mani- 
fested itself  there  i  he  had  canted  to  the  tribune  of  this 
assembly  the  pretended  revelations  of  a  young  girl,  named 
Suzanne  Labrouise.  Universal  laughter  had  received  these 
pueiiliues.  Suzanne  Labrousse,  ejected  from  Paris,  had 
gone  to  prophesy  at  Rome.  She  had  died  there,  the  inno- 
cent martyr  a£  her  own  hallucination,  in  the  dungeons  of 
the  oastle  of  Saint-Angelo.  Dom  Gerle  was  bigoted  to 
her  visions  t  seated  by  the  side  of  Robespierre  in  the  As- 
sembly, and  partaking  the  regenerative  theories  of  the  dep- 
uty of  Airas,  he  constantly,  since  that  period,  conversed 
with  him  npon  the  iwiortB,  with  familiari^  it'hicfa  amounted 
to  enthtuiaam  and  umoat  to  worship.  Robespierre  often 
reenved  the  ancient  monk  in  the  boose  of  Duplay.  Ha 
enteitained  fi>r  Dom  Qerla  the  affection  and  pity  which  a 
superior  genius  feels  for  the  credulity  which  admires  it. 
One  easfly  pardons  the  snperstitioa  ot  vridch  one  is  the  ob- 
ject 

I>om  Gerle  disctmrsed  often  with  Robespierre,  regarding 
the  prophecies  of  Catharine  f  h6oB  upon  bis  future  great- 
ness. Robeapierre  was  not  supentitiouB.  His  religion  \ras 
but  logics  He  believed  rsaaon  so  divine,  that  he  incessafit- 
ly  prodaimad  it  aa  the  ndy  dogma,  and  the  only  prcrridenoe 
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of  tbe  humaii  nice.  The  aim  of  his  labors  and  the  qnili 
of  \m  instUiuioui,  were  to  make  her  reign  alooe  and  UDa»- 
sisted  over  naboaa.  But  whether  his  elevatioD  had  given 
to  Robespierre  at  length  a  certaia  auperstitioa  in  bimselfl 
or  whether  he  desired  to  impart  this  superstition  to  otbers, 
to  fortify  his  popularity  by  superuatural  illusion,  or  whether 
he  rather  desired  to  draw  to  himself  the  favor  of  that  part  u( 
the  nation  which  regretted  tbe  ancient  temples,  and  aBow 
them  to  hope  for  a  reconstraction  of  Cbrigtianitf,  be  tole- 
rated, if  be  did  not  favor  the  meettnga  of  Catherine  Th^os. 
It  was  bis  point  of  contact  with  Catholicism,  and  with  the 
religious  spirit  which  be  desired  to  reattach  to  himself  as 
one  of  tbt)  social  forcea.  He  received  letten  from  ^ 
prophetess  and  from  her  disciples,  dictated,  as  was  said,  by 
the  ^irit  of  revelation.  There  was  in  the  proclamotioD  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  in  tbe  symbols  of  this  ceremony,  in  the 
oames  even  which  he  bad  given  to  God  and  nature,  a  re- 
semblance with  the  names,  the  cereraoniee,  and  tbe  signs  of 
hidden  worship.  The  opinion  of  the  public,  right  or  wrong- 
ly founded,  was,  that  be  desired  to  nmlize  in  bis  peraon,  a 
supreme  pontificate,  that  tbe  efibits  of  Dom  Grerle,  bis  con- 
fidant, were  an  essay  of  religious  organization,  and  that  his 
initiating  himself  therein  was  but  to  flatter  tbe  dictator  by 
his  weakness  or  by  his  ambition.  This  prejudice  brought 
to  the  temple  of  the  Hue  Contreecarpe  (oore  neophytes 
than  faith. 

VIL 

There  waa  at  this  sanae  moment,  in  one  of  the  meat 
sumptuous  hotels  in  the  centCT  of~Farie,  recently  built  hj 
the  opulent  philoeopber  Helvetius,  a  young  woman  of  in- 
comparable beau^,  if  she  had  not  had  a  d  augbter,  sixteen 
years  of  age,  as  beautifiil  and  seducing  as  her  mother. 
This  female  was  named  Madame  de  Sainte-Amarandie. 
Although  she  called  herself  the  widow  of  a  gentleman,  who 
was  slam  on  tbe  day  of  the  5tb  to  tbe  6tb  of  October,  wfaiie 
defending  the  Queen's  &ate  at  Versailles,  and  outwardly 
aSected  Sie  tone  and  luxury  of  high  life,  there  reigned  ovei 
this  lady,  over  her  origin  and  her  mannera,  a  mystery  and 
doubt  which  allowed  opinion  to  waver  between  admiration 
for.  ber  beauty,  respect  for  her  misfertunes,  and  tbe  am 
biguity  of  her  position  in  society. 

The  house,  attractive  from  so  many  titlee,  had  assembled 
there,  by  a  taste  fbr  tbe  aits,  for  ptsy  and  for  pleasure. 
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unce  the  commencement  of  die  Berolotion,  the  emineDl 
men  of  every  faciion.  The  royalists,  the  constituents,  the 
Oi'leanists,  and  the  Girondists — turn  by  turn — Miraheau, 
Sieyes,  Potion,  Chapelier,  Buzot,  Louvet,  and  Yergniaud, 
had  successively  frequented  it. 

Madame  Sainte-Amaranthe  preserved,  nevertheless,  an 
ostensible  attachment  to  the  remembrances  and  hopes  of 
royalty.  She  was  linked  with  the  royalists  of  the  andenl 
aristocracy,  Sbe  pfeserved  in  her  saloon,  without  any 
great  degree  of  mystery,  the  portraits  of  the  king  and 
qneen.  She  did  not  disguise  her  veneration  for  these  pro- 
Scribed  images  of  better  times.  The  illusion  of  her  charms 
appeared  to  remove  danger  from  her.  Nature  defended 
her  from  the  scaffold. 

A  young  man  of  the  ancient  court,  the  son  of  M.  de  Sar- 
does,  minister  of  the  police  of  Paris,  had  just  espoused  the 
dai^bter  of  Madame  Sunte-Amaranthe.  M.  de  Sartines 
had  contracted  an  intimacy  with  an  actress  of  the  Italian 
theater.  Mademoiselle  Grandmaison.  Although  abandon- 
ed by  her  lover,  this  young  actress  BtiH  wrote  to  him.  She 
informed  him  of  the  progress  and  suspension  of  terror. 
Sartines,  moved  by  so  much  constbDcy,  came  from  time 
to  time  to  Paris.  He  secretly  saw  there  his  old  mistress. 
He  knew  fi'om  her  the  secrets  of  policy.  Mademoiselle 
Grandmaison  obtained  them  from  Trial,  an  actor  in  the 
same  theater,  a  fiery  patriot  and  a  friend  of  Robespierre. 

The  hopes  of  clemency,  conceived  at  the  moment  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  Supreme  Being,  were  a  snare  in  which 
the  royalists,  the  suspected,  and  the  proscribed  served  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  taken.  They  discoursed  on  all  sides 
only  of  the  omnipotence  of  the  new  Cromwell  or  the  new 
Monk — of  bis  endeavors  to  extinguish  religious  persecu- 
tions—of his  desire  to  abolish  the  gcafibld — of  his  disposi- 
tion to  reconstruct  order — and  of  fais  after-thought  of  a 
reign,  or  restoration  of  a  reign,  ^hich  they  attributed  to 
him.  The  dispersed  wrecks  of  the  religious  body  and  of 
the  royalist  party  consoled  themselves  by  these  dreams. 
The  popularity  of  Robespierre  was  perhaps  greater  at  this 
moment,  witk  the  party  of  victims,  than  that  of  the  execu- 
tioners. Madame  de  Sainte-Amaranthe  was  dazzled  with 
it.  She  desired  to  return  to  Paris,  and  to  re-open  lier 
house  to  Ktes  and  pleasures  in  the  midst  of  general  mourn- 
ing. She  trusted  herself  to  the  genius  wF  Robespierre. 
She  buinad  with  desire  to  know  him,  to  attract  him,  and  to 
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draw  him  over  to  ber  opinions.  In  vain  Hademoiae&a 
OrwHlniBiBon,  trembling  for  her  lover,  wrote  to  M.  de  Sar- 
DDM  that  the  time  was  inauspicious,  tlia.t  the  committeea 
and  Robeepieire  were  at  variauce,  and  that  the  ax.  of  the 
guillotine  was  in  suBpenwi  between  the  hoped  for  lenity 
and  more  active  terror.  Madarae  de  Sainte-Amaranthe 
listened  only  to  ber  illusions.  She  went  with  her  daughter, 
her  son-in-law,  and  a  boy  of  fifteen  yean,  her  son,  to  Paris. 

vin. 

There  she  confirmed  henwlf  more  and  more,  by  the  dta 
course  of  some  friends,  in  the  dieposilions  which  she  im- 
puted to  the  triumvir.  'Without  doubt,  these  feelings  were 
insinuated  to  her  by  agenla  of  Robespierre.  He  sou^t 
at  this  moment  to  rally  eveij  thing  to  his  name,  even  the 
royalists,  by  the  vagueness  of  their  hopes. 

M.  de  Q,neBvremont,  formerly  an  intimate  of  the  house  of 
Orieaoa,  at  this  time  courting  bmiliarity  witk  Robespierre, 
caused  Madame  de  Sainte-Amaranthe  to  partake  in  his 
enthusiasm  for  the  predestined  man,  who,  said  he,  waited 
but  the  hour  when  his  designs  would  be  matured,  and  who 
granted  to  terror  only  what  was  not  yet  permitted  to  him  to 
wrest  from  it.  A  &natic  disciple  of  Csl£erine  Th^os,  M.  de 
Quesyremont  spolce  to  Madame  do  Sainto-Amarantbe  of  the 
new  worship  as  of  a  profoand  conception  of  the  Kstorer  of 
order.  He  inspired  her,  as  well  as  ber  daughter  and  her 
son-in-law,  with  the  desire  to  initiate  themselves.  It  was 
that,  he  said,  which  inspired  confidence  to  Robespierre.  A 
Marchioness  of  Chastenais,  an  ardent  royalist,  and  a  more 
ardent  disciple  of  the  Mother  ofOod,  determined  Madame 
de  Sainte-Amaranthe  to  this  adoption.  Sartinea,  his  mothei^ 
in-law,  and  bis  wife,  were  introduced  by  night  to  the  ball  of 
the  Mother  of  God.  These  two  beautiful  roTsHsts  received 
on  their  foreheads  the  kiss  of  peace  from  the  infirm  sibjl, 
which  was  so  soon  to  b*for  them  the  kiss  of  death. 

Wbedier  this  condescension  of  these  two  young  females 
were  in  effect  an  assurance  in  Robespierre's  eyes — whether 
the  desire  and  pride  of  seeing  the  two  mopt  celebrated 
beauties  in  Paris  bow  before  his  genius,  bad  penetrated  his 
mind,  or  rather  whether  he  desired  to  hold  nut  through  them 
a  bait  to  the  proscribed  parties  to  attach  them  to  the  regular 
order  which  he  contemplated — he  consented  to  an  interview 
with  his  two  admirers.  Trial,  a  theatrical  man  and  mutual 
friend,  conducted  Robespierre  to  the  residence  of  Madame 
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de  Skint«-AiDarantha.  He  was  tbere  receired  as  a  dic 
tator,  who  congentB  that  hia  viewB  shall  be  guessed.  He 
■eated  himself  aE  table  in  the  midst  of  guests  selected  by 
himself.  He  allowed  himself  slightly  to  reprimand  the 
excem  which  he  had  iuffered  too  long.  He  spoke  aa  a  man 
who  would  return  upon  the  guittj  alone  the  guiUcrtine  which 
still  Btnick  BO  many  innocent.  He  partly  disclosed  hia  Tiawa 
to  allow  hope  to  gleam  therein. 

IX 

Whether  it  were  from  the  indiscieticn  of  his  hosts,  or 
the  infidelity  of  the  gneeia,  the  Committee  of  General  Safety 
got  wind  of  these  interviews  and  partial  confidences.  Vadier 
had  already  introduced  one  of  his  agents,  S^nart,  into  the 
meetings  of  the  Mire  d«  Dieu,  to  observe  what  went  oTi,  and 
there  to  note  down  (he  names  of  the  principal  initiated. 
Vadier  knew  that  Robespierre  waa  its  idol.  He  supposed 
him  the  instigator  of  it  He  suspected  him  since  the  26th 
Prairial  of  desiring  to  attach  the  people  to  him  by  super- 
stition, and  caressing  the  superior  classes  by  presages  of 
clemency.  Vadier  desired  to  detect  Robespierre  at  once  in 
ridicule  and  in  treason.  He  dared  not  directly  attack  a 
name  which  repulsed  suspicion  and  disconcerted  aggression. 
But  he  hoped  thus  to  cast  indirectly  upon  that  name  a  rid^ 
cide  which  should  reHect  upon  his  power.  It  was  further- 
more a  hardy  enterprise — that  of  showing  for  the  first  time 
to  the  Convention  that  the  fnenda  of  RobcBpierre  were  not 
pure,  and  that  his  sectarians  were  not  inviolable. 

The  Committee  of  General  Safety,  secretly  in  accordance 
with  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Puhlic  Safety,  and 
with  the  conspirators  of  the  meetings  at  Tallien's,  ordered 
the  arrest  of  the  Marchioness  of  Chastenaia,  of  M.  der 
Q,Qesvremont,  of  H.  de  Sartinea,  and  of  the  whole  family 
of  Sainte-Amaranthe,  without  exeeptingthe  son,  who  had 
hardly  attained  his  atxteenA  year.  They  also  caused 
Mademoiselle  Grandmaison,  and  her  domestic,  Biret,  to 
be  arrested.  They  resolved  to  mix  theee  accusations, 
though  they  were  wholly  distinct,  in  the  grand  act  of  accu- 
sation which  Elie  Lacoate  dretr  up  against  Ladmiral  and 
C^ile  Renault,  under  the  kindred  and  vague  name  of 
foreign  conspiracy.  Vadier  had  been  charged  to  draw  up 
the  prior  report  against  the  sect  of  Catherine  Th6os.  It 
waa  referred  to  Ae  malignity  of  thte  old  man  to  beatow  upon 
th*  pueiilitiM  of  Dots  Oerlt  th«  lomtof  colon  of  «  con- 
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apiiftcy,  and  a  ehade  of  ridicule  wbich  should  darlran  Hm 
name  of  Robeepiore. 

That  name,  which  all  the  world  knew  was  concealed  at 
the  bottom  of  this  affair,  became  the  more  visible  as  it  waa 
the  less  pronounced  by  Vadier.  Robespierre  had  felt  the 
blow  by  anticipation.  But  the  poiguard  was  sheathed  io 
tespect.  He  could  not  openly  undertake  the  defense  of 
these  sectarians  at  the  moment  when  he  himself  was  ao 
cuBed  of  deairing  to  revive  suporBtition,  to  sanctify  his 
dictatonhip.  He  had  forced  himself,  under  pretext  of 
contempt,  to  asaign  the  reading  of  the  report  of  Vsdier  to 
the  Convention.  Vadier  had  been  inflexible.  He  waa 
compelled  to  aubmit  in  silence  to  the  aarcasms  of  the  re- 
porter, the  smiles  of  the  auditory,  and  the  malignant  in- 
ainuations  against  hia  part  of  Mahomet.  Ridicule  had 
besmirched  diia  terrible  name  ;  suspipion  had  cast  its  ahade 
over  this  incorruptibility.  The  fnenda  of  Robespierre  had 
foreseen  iL  They  warned  him  confidentially  to  beware  of 
Vadier — a  kind  of  Brutus,  feigning  rusticity  to  disguise 
hatred.  "  Use  every  effort,"  wrote  Payao  to  Robespieue, 
"  to  leaeen  in  the  eyea  of  opinion  the  importance  which 
they  desire  to  attach  to  the  affair  of  Catherine  Theos,  and 
to  convince  the  people  that  it  is  puerile  charlatanisni,  which 
only  merits  the  lauKhter  and  contempt  of  serious  men  I" 

In  short,  aoon  afterward  Elie  Lacoete  made  the  report 
of  the  decree,  which  proposed  the  transferring  of  all  the 
accused  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  There  were  join- 
ed to  the  aaaaatdn  Ladmiral  and  to  C^cile  Renault,  the 
father,  the  mother,  and  even  the  brothers  of  thia  young 
girl— M.  de  Sartinea,  Madame  de  Sainte-Amaranthe,  Mad- 
ame de  Sartinea,  iter  daughter,  her  son,  who  had  not  even 
attuned  the  age  of  crime ;  Mesueur«  de  Laval-Montmo- 
rency,  de  Rohan-Rochefort  ;  the  Prince  of  St.  Maurice ; 
Meseiears  de  Sombreuil,  father  and  aon,  escaped  from  the 
assaasins  of  September  ;  M.  de  Pone,  and  Michonis,  mani- 
cipal  of  the  Temple,  guilty  of  compassion  and  decency 
toward  the  captive  princesses;  Madame  de  Lamardni^re, 
the  widow  of  Epr6m6nil ;  and,  lastly,  the  actress  G-rand- 
malson,  punished  for  tlie  love  of  Sartinea,  and  even  the 
servant  of  this  actress,  punished  for  hia  attachment  to  his 
mistress.  They  added  to  these  the  porter  of  the  house 
whei'e  Ladmiral  had  endeavored  to  assassinate  CoUotd'Hei- 
bois,  and  his  wife — "  both  gmiUy,"  said  the  accuser,  "  <^nol 
having  mnced  tuffideMJoy  wAm  tht  atttutm  via*  arrttUdt" 
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BJoespieire,  on  hearing  the  name  of  Madame  de  Sainte- 
Atnanintbe,  and  of  her  family,  was  ulent.  He  feared  to 
ppear  to  protect  counter-revoluiioDiste.  He  nell  knew 
diat  it  was  his  name  they  struck  at ;  but  he  timidly  with- 
drew that  name,  not  to  appear  struck  himself;  the  deplor- 
able situation  of  men  who  take  popuiarity,  in  lieu  of 
conscience,  for  the  arbiter  of  their  poUcy.  They  shield 
themselves  with  the  bodies  of  innocent  victims,  in  place  of 
their  own  intrepidity. 

These  sixty-two  accuseil  and  pretended  accomplices  met 
together  for  the  first  time  before  the  tribunal.  Ladmiral 
was  fii'm,  C4cile  Renault  frank  and  touching;.  She  demand- 
ed pardon  of  ber  fathur,  of  her  mother,  and  of  her  brothera, 
for  having  led  them  by  her  heedlessness  into  tbe  appearaDce 
of  a  crime  which  she  had  never  conceived.  She  affirmed, 
in  the  presence  of  death,  that  the  imputed  project  of  assaa 
eination  was  but  cariosity  to  behold  a  tyrant. 

Tbe  Montmorencies,  the  Rohans,  and  the  Sombreuils 
preserved  the  dignity  of  their  innocence  and  their  names. 
They  did  not  belie,  in  the  presence  of  death,  the  nobility 
of  their  blood.  They  died  as  their  forefathers  had  fought, 
Madame  de  Sainte-Amaraothe  fainted  in  the  arms  of  bei 
children.  Sartines,  on  passing  before  Mademoiselle  Qrand 
maison,  bedewed  the  hands  of  ibe  actress  with  his  tears. 
He  besought  her  to  pardon  him  tbe  death  to  which  ber 
attacbmoDt  for  bim  had  led  her.  His  wife  was  superior  to 
hot  years  in  re^gnation,  superior  to  her  beauty  in  tender- 
ueaa.  She  rejoiced  to  die  with  her  mother,  her  husband, 
and  her  brother.  She  pressed  them  by  turns  in  her  arms. 
She  did  not  evea  repel  Mademoiselle  Grandmaison,  whom  a 
crael  destiny  associated  in  their .  misfortune.  All  jealousy 
and  all  distance  disappeared  iti  tbe  presence  of  death.  The 
dying  form  but  one  &nily. 

With  the  view  of  striking  the  eyes  of  the  people  with 
fnoater  display  of  guilt,  they  Kad  clothed  all  the  condemned, 
toe  the  first  rime  since  Charlotte  Corday,  in  the  shirt  of  red 
woolen — the  garb  of  assassios.  An  escort  of  cavalry,  and 
pieces  of  cannon,  charged  with  grapb,  preceded  aud  follow- 
ed the  eortigt.  Eight  tumbrils  composed  it.  In  the  fiiat. 
they  made  Madame  de  Sainte-Araarantbe  ascend  upon  the 
first  beach,  Madame  de  Sartines  and  Mademoiselle  Grrand- 
maison  [these  two  victims  of  the  same  love),  upon  the  ser 
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ond  I  In  the  fallowing  tumbril,  M.  de  Saitines  and  his 
youthful  brother-in-law,  M.  de  Sombreuil,  and  his  son.  The 
three  other  can  carried,  bf  the  side  of  the  MoMiDoretteies  . 
and  the  Rohans,  tbe  poor  aad  faitUiil  aerrant  of  MadeM- 
oiadle  Qrandmaison,  Bitvt,  who  wept  not  ft>r  himself  be 
Mid,  bat  for  fan  nuMreea.  Tbe  nwKh  was  alow,  tbe  seaflbld 
diatant,  the  dcj  wtaitry,  smd  tbe  crowd  immanae.  Every  eye 
waa  raised  toward  tins  group  of  finnale  brads,  itninediBiely 
to  I>e  serered  from  tfaeir  bodies.  The  bright  reflection  of 
dM  red  shirt  relieved  the  whiteness  of  their  necks,  and  die 
brilliancv  of  their  contplexion.  The  multitude  were  tnebfi- 
Ued  with  tbia  glare  of  beauty,  which  was  so  soon  to  be  ex- 
tinguisbed.  The  victims  excbtnged  witfa  eadi  other  sorrow- 
fill  smiles,  words  in  whispem,  and  looks  <j4  muMal  conmiis- 
eration.  Ladmiral  was  indignant,  and  bewailed  tbe  ftts 
of  bis  $oi-duaiU  acconipticea.  "  Not  one  of  them,"  said  be, 
"  knew  of  my  design  :  I  aloae  desired  to  avenge  bumanky." 
Then  turning  toward  Cfcile  Renault,  who  pnyed  with  tat 
vor,  "  You  wished  to  aee  a  tyrant,"  he  exidauned,  with  initt- 
ieal  pity;  "  wdl,  then,  look  I  behold  huodreds  of  them  under 
yonr  eyeel" 

Tbe  march  lasted  three  houni.  They  B«crifl<wd  tbe  tnost 
obscttre  first,  sfterward  CMle  Renault,  HademoiBelle 
Graodmaiwin,  Ladmiral,  Madame  d'Epiiminil,  the  gentle- 
men of  tbe  ancient  monsreby,  and  tbe  yonng  SBinte-Amar- 
antfae.  His  sister  and  his  mother  saw  his  decKpitated  body 
thrown  into  tbe  basket.  Their  Cum  approached.  Tbe 
dau^ter  and  tbe  mother  embraced  each  other,  with  a  )oDg 
and  last  kiu,  which  the  executioner  interrupted.  Tbe  bead 
of  the  dmughter  rejoined  that  of  her  young  brother,  Madame 
de  Saints- Amaran tbe  died  tbe  last  but  one,  Sartinea  tbe  last. 
He  had  seen  fall,  during  an  execndon  of  thf«e  quartets  of 
an  hour,  the  head  of  his  mistress,  that  of  his  brother^iB-law, 
loved  as  a  son,  that  of  bu  mother-in-law,  and  Aat  <^  bis 
wife.  He  was  dead  in  every  feeling  before  he  died  by  the 
knife. 

This  carnage  excited  the  people  against  Robe^riette. 
Tbe  crime  of  bis  enmnieS  recoiled  upon  him.  They  did 
not  believe  his  influenra  so  faOen  In  Hie  eomoiittees  as  to 
permit  executions  wbini  he  did  not  desire.  Above  all,  they 
did  not  believe  him  sufficiently  cowardly  to  submit  t»  ctimee 
wbich  be  had  condemned.  Those  who  hoped  in  him  were 
■xaaperated.  His  friends  wore  astoniriied.  His  enemies 
encouraged  each  odmr.     He  had  abowa  them  Ae  secret  of 
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bis  vrealcnMB.  They  redoubled  tbeir  ferocity.  They  coT 
ered  bim  for  forty  days  witb  the  blood  wbicb  tbey  spilled. 
He  dared  not  avow  not  repudiate  thia  addition  of  narden. 
He  atniggled  in  rain  under  tbe  reeponeiUlity  of  terrcV. 
Opinion  cast  it  all  back  upon  bis  nanae.  An  eternal  lewoB 
to  public  men,  upon  whom  a  just  posterity  benpa  every 
crime  against  which  they  have  not  dared  to  protest 

XII. 
Tbe  lutgUBge  of  Robopiene  to  iha  Jacobibs  dnxiag 
theae  forty  days,  sympathiEed  witb  the  opprestion  of  bu 
soul.  He  was  vague,  obscnre,  and  amUguoua  as  bia  aitna- 
doB.  No  oue  could  comprehend  whether  he  accused  the 
ct>HiRHnem  of  cmelty  ori^  iBdulgenoe.  One  while  be  cen- 
sured cmehy,  at  another  moderation.  His  double-edged 
words  were  uttered  incessantly,  and  never  took  effect.  He 
kept  bis  wtath  ia  suspense ;  so  one  eoold  gaem  wheAer  it 
would  fait  upea  tbe  executianen  or  ujsoa  di*  vioiniB.  A  po- 
litical man  who  dares  not  to  explain  fan  vtewat  alienates  bim 
self  at  otice  ftora  both  partiet.  "  It  ■■  tiniv,  dtitens,"  he 
ezclftittted  at  laat,  a  fow  days  before  tbe  cristi, "  that  truth 
sfaoald  make  iustf  uaderstood  in  6m  AKSmbly,  with  aceenia 
as  free  and  as  maacoline  as  those  with  which  it  baa  reaound- 
•dduringdiegreKtencircunistMiceaoftbeHevolptioa.  Let 
us  all  go,  as  eonspftrntoTB,  to  conoen,  in  obscnre  resorta" 
(alluding  to  tbe  teeetitigi  at  CHchy),  "  tbe  roeaiM  of  defend- 
ing outaelTes  egaiaec  tbe  perfidious  efibrta  of  tbe  wicked  |- 
I  denoonce  to  honest  men  a  systAui  which  tends  to  withdraw 
tbe  ariatocracy  trom  national  jostice,  and  to  injure  the  couo- 
try  by  striking  patsiota.  When  drcunwrances  shall  derelop 
tbenuettes,  I  will  explain  myself  more  clearly.  At  preseut 
I  mettdoti  enovgb  for  thoee  who  do  comprehend.  It  will 
nem  be  in  the  power  c^  any  one  to  prevent  me  &om  sta^ 
itwthe  trutii  in  the  bosom  of  tbenational  representation  and 
Of  republicans.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  lyranta  and  their 
satellites  to  dismib  my  courage.  Let  them  spread  libeli 
against  me,  I  shall  still  be  always  die  same.  .  If  tbey  forced 
me  to  reaounoe  a  put  of  tbe  dutiea  with  wbicb  I  am  charged 
(tbe  bureau  of  police),  my  fonction  as  a  representative  of 
tbe  people,  would  still  remain  to  me,  and  I  would  wage  war 
to  the  death  againat  tytwitg  and  con  spir atom."  These  ty- 
rantB  and  conspirators,  vaguely  dewtibwd  here, were  Billand> 
Verennea,  CoUot  d'Hetbota,  Batrire,  Camot,  Lfionwd 
Beurdtm,  VtMtt,  tdd  ^  the  mMibeni  <tf  tb«  CMnritteH. 
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TIM17  iani  not  appear  in  die  SmcxAaat  itnce  RobecpeiTS 
alone  rewnetl  there,  or  they  came  u  mute*,  to  bear  and  de- 
oouDoe  ^1  be  uttered.  They  accused  htm,  on  leaving,  of 
iwinuatiiig  to  the  people  a  focua  of  plots  iu  the  Coaveniioa, 
«Dd  of  preaching  tbe  neceasity  of  a  violent  and  inaiurecdonal 
•zpui^atioD,  like  that  of  the  31st  of  May. 

XIII. 

Some  days  later,  RobeBpiene  explained  Umself  more 
openly.  He  auumed  the  attitude  01  a  victim ;  be  excited 
tbe  interest,  and  almoet  tbe  pity,  of  the  patriots.  "  Theee 
nMOBtera,"  be  exclaimed,  "  devote  to  opprobrium,  every 
man  wboee  austerity  of  manners  and  inflexiole  pmbity  tbey 
doulft.  It  would  be  better  worth  while  to  return  into  the 
woods,  than  to  dispute  thus,  among  ourselves,  the  faonora, 
renown,  and  wealu  in  tbe  republic  We  can  not  foaud  it 
but  by  protective  institutions,  and  these  insututiona  theio- 
selvea  can  eoly  be  based  upon  the  downfall  of  the  incorri- 
gible enemies  of  liberty  and  virtue.  But  these  wretches 
diall  not  triumph,"  he  contiaued ;  "  these  cowardly  coospi- 
taton  must  renounce  all  their  plots,  or  we  must  sactince 
oar  lives.  I  know  what  they  will  attempt ;  they  attempt 
it  every  day ;  but  the  genius  of  liberty  soars  over  patriots." 

These  expresaioDS  caused  a  lively  sensation  among  tbe 
■mall  number  of  Jacobins  who  Burrounded  him  each  even- 
ing. These  instruments  were  ready  to  march  with  Robes- 
pierre to  the  ^oal  he  might  indicate  to  them.  Tbey  even 
exceeded  bis  impulse.  Their  impatience  openly  aqnred  to 
an  insurrection.  Tbey  conjured  their  master  to  name  hia 
enemtea.  They  swore  to  slay  them  in  his  cause.  Buona- 
rotd,  Lebas,  Payan,  Couthon,  Fleoriot-Lescot,  Henriot,  and 
Saint-Juat  inceesantly  reproached  hia  temporizing  and  hia 
scmples.  Robespierre  persisted  in  refiiaing  the  dictator- 
ship with  inexplicable  obetiuacy.  The  people  were  ready 
to  rise  at  bis  voice,  and  to  place  power  and  vengeance  ia 
bis  hands.  The  name  of  sedition  struck  him  virifii  horror. 
The  shade  of  Catiline  rose  constantly  before  him.  iie  re 
spected,  be  said  in  tbe  Convention,  the  countiy,  the  law, 
and  the  people.  The  idea  of  atuuning  by  force  to  the  rep- 
resentation, and  of  showing  himself  thus  the  violator  of  that 
national  sovereignty  which  ho  had  all  'bis  life  professed,  ap- 
pealed to  htm  a  ^nd  of  sacrilege.  He  did  not  wish  to 
BtuQ'his  repnblicaii  virtue  or  his  memory  witb  usurpation. 
He  pieftrred,  he  said,  to  be  the  victim  ratbor  than  the 
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tyrant  of  Ms  country.  He  deoired  power,  no  doubt;  bat 
he  (leaired  it  granted,  not  forcibly  acquired.  Ho  belie?ed 
Hrongty  in  himself,  in  the  omiiipotence  of  his  word,  in  hig 
popular  inri (liability.  He  did  not  doubt  of  wresting  from 
tbe  Convention,  by  the  force  only  of  truth  snd  persuasion, 
that  authority  which  he  did  not  denre  to  rend  to  pieces  by 
disputing  it  with  the  tumultuous  hand  of  sedition.  He 
^bought  that  the  republic  would  of  itself  recognize  in  him 
^e  supremacy  of  genius  and  integrity.  Tbe  idol  of  opin* 
ion,  elevated  by  opinion,  grown  up,  adulated,  and  deified 
for  five  years  by  opinion — he  desired  that  opinion  alone 
should  proclaim  bim  tbe  last  word  and  tbe  firat  man  of  the 
republic.  "  Woe  to  men,"  be  often  repeated  to  his  fiiends, 
"  who  Bum  up  the  country  in  themselves,  and  possess  them- 
selves of  liberty  as  if  tbeir  own  property  !  Their  country 
dies  with  them,  and  the  revolutions  which  they  appropriate 
to  theraselves  are  but  changes  of  s  irvitude."  "  No— no 
Cromwell,"  add«d  he,  incessantly ;  "  not  oven  I,  myself!" 

XIV. 
Under  this  feeling,  Robespierre  slowly  prepared,  as  his 
only  weapon,  a  discourse  for  tbe  Convention — a  discourse 
in  which  he  should  aun^ilate  bis  enemies,  by  only  causing 
their  plots  and  his  own  integrity  to  strike  tbe  eyes  of  the 
people.  He  retouched  at  his  loiaure  this  profoundly  stud- 
ied speech,  as  vast  as  the  republic,  as  iheoreticeJ  as  a 
philosophy,  as  impassioned  as  the  Revolution.  He  there 
summed  up  with  the  pen  of  a  Tacitus  the  tableau  of  every 
crinoe,  every  corruption,  and  every  danger,  which  degraded, 
stained,  or  threatened  the  republic.  He  cast  by  continued 
allusion  the  responsibility  of  our  disasters  upon  the  govern- 
ment and  the  committees.  He  drew  portraits  so  like  and 
so  personal  of  the  vices  of  tbe  Convention,  that  nothing 
more  was  wanting  than  to  give  them  the  name  of  his  ene- 
miee.  In  conclusion,  he  vaguely  adverted  to  the  reform  of 
revolutionary  institutions,  vrithout  determining  these  re- 
fiinas,  and  be  called  upon  the  Conventiun  to  reflect.  This 
conclusion,  more  imperative  than  if  he  bad  himself  formed 
a  decree  of  death  against  his  enemies,  wrested  more  terri- 
ble resolutions  against  those  who  envied  bim,  and  more 
absolate  power  for  himself  than  be  would  have  shadowed 
out.  Tyranny  has  its  modesty,  and  it  was  necessary  to  do 
it  violence.  That  which  is  granted  to  it  alwaya  exceeds 
that  which  it  daree  to  ask. 
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Tbii  diaeoune  «u  divided  into  two  puts,  and  occupied 
two  MttiogB.  In  the  &nt  pait,  Robeapierre  thundered  with- 
out tUikiug,  and  pointed  out  without  naming.  In  the  aec- 
<»d  part,  which  be  raaenred  u  a  reply,  if  an;  one  bad  the 
audacity  to  anawer,  be  iiaued  Ibrth  from  the  clonda,  be  broke 
oat  like  thunder,  he  wiaatled.  man  to  man  and  body  to  body. 
with  the  hoatile  memben  of  the  cornmitteea.  He  deter- 
mined tbo  aocuMtiwis  and  ciimee.  He  named,  be  Btigma- 
tised,  he  itruck,  and  dragged  from  the  tnbune  to  the  acafibld 
the  guilty,  left  till  then  m  the  shade.  It  was  ior  tbit  that 
he  lud  aketcbed  in  the  aecret  notes  of  his  p<dice  the  poitrato 
destined  to  this  puUic  pillory.  Armed  beneath  his  clothii^ 
with  these  two  ^ocouiaea,  RJobeepierre  awaited  the  struggle 
with  oonfidence.  Hia  adveraaries  began  to  miatmat  tbem- 
aelvea.  No  one  bad  in  bis  peiaonal  consideration  the  force 
to  combat  breast  to  breoit  with  the  idol  of  the  Jacobina. 
They  knew  that  tbe  f«ofAe  remained  fsittafol  to  him.  Hie 
ascendency  intimidated  the  Convention.  Death  might  fell 
from  a  single  gBamre  of  his  upon  every  head.  In  this  perplex- 
ity fiarr^Feinsinaated  an  aceommodaUoD.  Collotd'Herbnis 
■poke  of  miavoderetaoding ;  Billaud-Varenoes  himself  pro- 
nounced the  word  "  concord."  Tbe  committees  were  begin- 
ning to  bend  under  tbe  sole  effect  of  bis  abaence.  Officioos 
negotiators  intrnpoaed  to  avoid  a  rupture.  Legend  re  courted 
him.  Barrva,  Bourdon.  Freroo,  and  TalUen,  almost  alone 
kept  up  tbe  ferocity  of  their  hatred  and  tbe  fire  of  c(Nwpira- 
cy.  This  fire  was  kindled  in  Tallien  by  love.  One  evening, 
on  returning  home,  an  unknown  slipped  a  letter  from  Tbe- 
reaa  Cabarus  into  bii  hand  at  the  comer  of  tbe  Rue  de  1« 
Perle.  This  note,  vriiicb.  a  bribed  jailer  had  ponseoted  to 
allow  to  leave  tbe  prison  of  the  Carmes,  waa  wiut^  with 
blood.  It  onl^  contained  these  words  I  "  The  administretiw 
of  police  baa  juit  left;  he  came  to  announce  to  me  that  to- 
murruw  I  should  ascend  to  tbe  tribunal,  that  is  to  say,  to 
tbe  scaffold.  This  but  little  resembleB  the  draan  I  had  lott- 
mght.  If  Robespierre  no  longer  existed,  the  prison*  would 
be  open.  But  thanks  to  ycmr  unworthy  cowardice,  there 
will  soon  be  no  one  in  France  capable  of  realmag  ihw 
event  1" 

When  beroiim  is  entirely  extiiwuisbed,  it  is  r^ndled  by 
love  in  the  heart  of  woman.  TalUen  lacomcally  responded 
— ''  Be  you  as  prudent  u  I  will  be  ocmrag^oas,  ajid  b* 
eabai" 
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XV. 

The  oegotiwiotw,  however,  had  ended  io  an  hiterviaw 
Detween  RobeepietTe  aud  the  principal  metnben  of  the  two 
Goannitteea.  They  conaeDted  to  meet  each  other  in  the 
Committee  of  PuUic  Safety.  Couthon,  Saint-Juat,  Davi^. 
and  LebaB  wera  with  Robeapierre.  Their  counceoaacet 
were  reserved,  their  eyes  lowe««d,  their  mouths  cUwedt  It 
waa  felt  that  the  two  parties,  in  tendiug  theuwelves  to  an 
endeavtH  to  recoociliation,  feared  equally  to  allow  their 
tboughta  to  Craaepire.  Elie  Lacoate  mentioned  the  com- 
plaiuts  of  the  oommitteee.  "  You  form  a  triumviraU,"  said 
he  to  Saint-Juat,  to  Couthon,  and  to  Robespierre.  "A  tri- 
umvirate," answered  Couthon,  "  only  forma  three  ideas 
which  concentrate  in  the  same  opinion ;  triumvirB  usurp 
ev«y  poww,  and  we  leave  it  aD  to  you."  "  It  is  precisely 
of  that  we  accuse  you,"  exclaimed  Collot  d'Herbois ;  "  to 
withdraw  fiom  government,  at  so  momentous  a  period,  a 
ferce  such  as  youn,  is  to  betray  and  deliver  liberty  to  your 
enemiea."  Then  turning  toward  Robespierre,  and  auuming 
before  him  the  theatrical  gesture  of  a  suppliant,  he  afiecied 
a  desire  to  throw  himself  upon  his  knees.  "  I  imploiv  you, 
in  the  oamee  of  the  country,  and  of  your  own  glory,"  said 
he  to  him,  "  to  allow  yourself  to  be  cooquered  by  our 
irankneas  and  abnegation :  you  are  the  first  citizen  of  the 
republic,  we  are  the  second ;  we  entertain  for  you  all  th* 
respect  due  to  your  purity,  your  eloquence,  and  your  wa- 
niug ;— return  to  us,  understand  us,  let  us  sacrifice  the  la- 
tripiers  who  divide  us,  and  let  us  save  liberty  by  our  union." 

Robespierre  appeared  moved  by  the  protestationa  of  Col- 
lot d'Herbois.  He  complained  of  the  secret  aocvsatioaa 
which  were  disseminated  against  hia  preteoded  dictator- 
ship ;  he  afiected  a  complete  diaintereBtedoess  of  power ) 
he  propootd  evMi  to  renounce  the  direction  of  the  office  erf* 
polioe,  which  <3aiej  reproached  tum  with  governing,  and 
apoke  vaguely  of  conspiratoia,  whom  it  was  ahsoIuteJy  ti»- 
cesaary  to  crush  in  the  Convendon.  ., 

Camot  and  Saint-Just  had  a  very  sharp  explauati<m  on 
the  subject  of  the  eighteen  thouaaad  men,  whom  Camot 
had  detached  Irora  the  army  of  the  Ninth,  exposed  to  all 
the  forces  of  CoboUrg,  to  send  them  to  invade  maritime 
Fianilere.  "  You  desire  to  uaurp  all,"  exclaimed  Caraot. 
"  You  diaconcert  all  my  plana ;  you  break  the  geon^la  in 
my  hands ;  you  cut  short  the  campaigns.     I  leavo  tfae  iji 
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terior  to  )  uu— leave  me  the  field  of  battle ;  or  if  you  wish 
to  take  it  like  the  rest,  lake  aleo  tlie  reaponaibility  of  the 
ftoQtiere !     What  will  liberty  be  if  you  loeo  ibe  country  V 

Saint-Just  defended  bimeelf  with  modenty,  and  declared 
himself  filled  with  deference  for  the  niiiilaiy  genius  of  Car- 
not.  Barrire  was  courteous  and  conciliatory.  Billaud 
alone  wu  silent  His  silence  disquieted  Saint-JuBt.  "There 
are  riien,"  said  the  young  fanatic,  "who  &om  the  somber 
character  of  their  physiognomy,  and  the  paleness  of  their 
features,  Lycurgus  would  have  banished  from  Lacedemon." 
"  There  are  men,"  replied  Billaud,  "  who  cnneoal  their  aoi- 
UtioD  under  their  youth,  and  play  Alcibiades  to  become 
Pisistratus !" 

At  this  name  of  Pisistratus,  Robespierre  thought  himself 
alluded  to.  He  desired  to  withdraw,  but  Robert  Lindet 
prevented  this  with  mild  and  wise  advice.  Billaud  relaxed 
bis  fi^wning  couatenance,  and  stretching  his  hand  to  Robes- 
pierre, "  At  the  bottom,"  said  he,  "  I  reproach  you  with 
nothing  but  perpetu^  suspidon  ;  I  lay  aside  wilhngly  any 
suspicion  I  may  have  entertained  of  you.  What  have  we 
to  fhrgtve  each  other  1  Have  we  not  always  thought  Or 
spoken  the  earae  upon  all  the  great  questions  which  have 
agitated  the  republic  and  the  council  V  "  That  is  true," 
answered  Robespierre ;  "  but  you  sacrifice  indiscriminately 
the  innocent  and  the  gnilty, — aristocrats  and  patriots !" 
"  Why  are  you  not  with  us  to  select  them  V  "  It  is  time," 
answered  Robespierre,  "  to  establish  a  tribunal  of  justice, 
which  should  not  select,  but  should  strike  with  the  impar 
tialtty  of  the  law,  and  not  with  the  chances  or  the  preju- 
dices offections."  DiscussioD  established  itself  upon  this 
tszt.  The  stakes  were  the  beads  of  thousands  of  citizens. 
Robespierre  desiring  to  regulate  and  moderate  terror, 
others  declaring  it  more  necessary  than  ever  to  extermi- 
nate and  extirpate  the  conspirators.  "  Why,  tben,  have 
drawn  up  the  law  of  the  22d  Prairial  V  said  Billaud. 
"  Was  it  to  let  it  sleep  in  the  Statute  Book  1"  "  No,"  re- 
plied Robespierre:  "it  was  tu  threaten,  ftom  a  greater 
height,  the  enemies  of  the  Revolution,  and  myself,  if  I  ele- 
vated my  head  at  any  time  above  the  laws !" 

It  was  agreed,  it  is  said,  to  come  to  an  understanding  at 
their  leisure,  upon  the  fate  of  a  small  number  of  dangerous 
men  who  agitated  the  Convention,  and  to  sacrifice  them,  if 
they  were  guilty,  to  the  security  of  the  republic,  and  the 
conoord  c^the  gorenuaent.     It  was  agreed  that  Saiut-Just 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOg[c 


rLCITS    AGAINST   ROBBSPIBBKE.  461 

should  make  a  report  upon  the  situation  of  circumBtances 
calculated  to  exdnguish  the  appearance  of  diesenaion,  and 
to  demonstrate  to  tSe  republic  that  the  most  perfect  har 
mony  was  re-establiefaed  among  tbem.  Tbey  soparate*' 
with  syraptoms  of  reconci]iadoQ, 


BOOK  LX. 
L 

The  aymptoma  of  reconciliation  which  had  appeaired  m 
the  last  meeting  of  Robespierre  and  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  were  deceitful.  Hardly  were  Fouche,  Tal- 
lien,  Barras,  Freron,  Bourdon,  Legendro,  and  tbeir  friends 
apprised  of  these  overtures  of  peace,  than  ibey  concluded 
that  ibeir  heads  would  be  the  price  of  this  concord.  "  Our 
beads  yielded  up,"  said  they  to  Biliaud-Varennes,  to  Collot, 
and  to  Vadier,  "  what  wiQ  remain  to  you  to  defend  1  Your 
own.  '  Tyranaj  .only  disguises  itself  to  approach  you  un- 
perceived.  When  you  shall  have  granted  the  heads  of 
your  only  defendeis  in  the  Convention,  the  ambition  of 
Sobespierre  will  increase  over  our  corpses,  and  will  strike 
you,  yourselves,  with,  the  arm  you  have  lent  bin)."  Billsud, 
Collot,  and  Vadier  were  too  enlightened  by  their  own 
hatred  not  to  comprehend  these  dangers.  Tbey  swore  that 
no  single  head  in  the  Convention  should  be  granted.  The 
secret  interviews  between  the  threatened  representatives 
and  the  members  of  the  two  committees  became  max  be- 

3uent  and  more  mysterious.  Tbe<r  deliberated  during  the 
ay,  they  conspired  during-  the  night.  They  plotted  the 
destniction  of  jElabespierre  at  some  few  steps  from  his 
boose,  at  the  residence  of  Courtois,  who  was  bold  enough 
to  lead  bis  room  to  the  conspirators,  who  flattered  him  also 
vridi  the  belief  of  their  denre  to  suppress  the  Terror. 

II. 
The  confidants  of  Bobeepierre  insinuated  to  him  that  all 
reconciliation  which  the  committees  held  out  to  him  was  a 
pnare.  "  Tbey  humble  themselves  because  they  tremble," 
said  they,  "  If  your  silence  alone  baa  reduced  them  to 
this  abasement,  what  will  become  of  them  when  you  ariae 
to  accuse  them  1  But  if  you  accept  to-day  the  appearance 
of  a  feigned  iwconwliation  with  tbem,  of  what  can  you  ac 
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eiiM  tbem  in  which  you  do  not  appa&r  as  kd  accomplice 
joutwUfJ  If  they  gnnt  you  the  most  inngnificBnt  snd  tbe 
most  decried  of  your  eDonaioB,  it  is  to  preserve  the  most 
daogorous  and  the  moat  deceitful.  Offer  them  battle  eveiy 
day  from  tbe  height  of  the  trihane  of  the  Jacobins.  If 
they  loluse  it,  their  cuwaidice  dbhonoia  them  and  accuses 
tbem ;  if  they  accept  it,  the  people  are  with  you." 

Sain^JuEt,  impatient  of  the  temporizing  of  Robespierre, 
■et  out  unexpectedly,  a  &tth  time,  Jor  tbe  army  of  the  Sam- 
bre-et'Mease.  "  I  go  to  be  killed,"  sud  be  to  Coutboa. 
"  The  republicans  have  no  longer  any  resting-place  but  the 
tomb."  Coiithon,  after  this  period,  broke  out  in  the  Jaco- 
bins. "  Tbe  Conventitui,"  be  exclaimed,  "is  subjected  by 
four  or  five  wretches  ;  for  myself,  I  declare  iiiat  they  shall 
not  subject  me.  When  they  said  thM  Robespierre  en- 
feebled bimselC  they  pretended  also  that  I  was  paralyzed. 
They  shall  see  that  my  heart  possesses  all  its  ftnve." 

The  Jacobins,  tbe  sectionaries,  Fayan,  Henriot,  Dobsent, 
and  Coffinhal — above  all,  Henriot  and  bis  staff — spoke 
loudly  of  an  armed  attack  againet  tbe  Convention.  "  If 
Robeapierre  will  not  be  onr  chief,"  said  openly  the  men  of 
the  Commune,  "his  name  shall  be  our  banner.  We  must 
violate  his  disinteFestedness,  or  the  repuUic  will  perish ! 
Whore  is  Danton  1     He  woald  already  have  saved  the  peo- 

;le.  Why  Bfaould  virtue  have  more  scruple  than  ambition  1 
'he  disinterestedneaa  which  loses  liberty  is  more  culpable 
than  tbe  ambition  which  saves  it.  Woald  to  God,"  added 
the^,  "  that  Robespierre  possessed  the  thirst  of  power,  t^ 
which  tiiey  accuse  him  1  The  rapuUic  needs  an  ainbitiouB 
man  :  he  is  only  a  wise  one  I" 

III. 
These  remarks,  which  resounded  iticeaaantly  in  R^mb- 
pierre's  eats,  the  increaung  termeotatdon  «4uch  he  witness- 
ad  in  the  Jacobins,  the  private  reports  of  his  spies,  iriio 
secretly  watched  a  sinister  plot  in  the  Convention,  and  the 
symptoms  of  a  second  Slst  of  May,  which  manifested  them- 
selves openly  in  the  Commune — the  fear  that  insurrecdon, 
without  a  moderator  and  without  limits,  might  di^Iay  itself 
and  possess  the  Convention,  which  he  regarded  as  the  .only 
center  of  the  country,  determined  Robespierre  at  lengdi 
not  to  act,  hut  to  speak.  He  preferred  ratber  to  trust  the 
combat  to  the  tribune  alone,  at  die  risk  of  being  precipitat- 
ed therefrom,  than  to  fight  at  the  head  of  «n  inwrgsm 


:,q,t,=cdbvCoOgli: 


HlB    OOITRSC.  468 

people,  risldDg  the  mutihitioii  of  the  national  TepreeenM- 
tion.  He  onlif  recalled  Saint-Joat,  his  brother,  and  Lebaa, 
to  assist  him  in  the  crisis,  or  to  die  with  him.  No  circnm- 
Btaece  around  Robespierre  announced  a  great  design.  With 
the  exception  of  four  or  five  men  of  the  people,  carryiug 
ansa  beneath  their  clothes,  whom  the  Jacobins  had  charged, 
fmknewn  to  him,  to  foHew  feim,  and  to  guard  bit  YiSd,  bi* 
appearaaoe  was  that  of  the  moat  humble  -citieen.  He  had 
never  a^oted  more  simpUfi^  «nd  mon  modes^  in  fail 
«abitB  ;  he  abaented  biHiself  duhr  nraro  and  more  ;  he  ap 
peared  to  give  himself  up  to  Ibe  contemplative  ddi^te  of 
Qatare,  whether  it  were  to  consult,  as  Numa,  the  oracle  in 
solitude,  of  to  sweeten  the  last  days  of  life  which  bis  un- 
ceitaiii  fate  permitted  him.  He  went  no  more  to  ihecom- 
tnittees,  seldom  to  the  Coaventton,  but  oocasionally  to  the 
Jacobins.  His  door  was  only  opened  toe.  few  frieode;  he 
wrote  no  more;  he  read  mucti.  He  was  not  wei^ied 
dotni,  bat  wearied.  It  lias  been  said  that  he  wae  in  that 
state  of  philofiophic  repose  where  men,  on  the  brink  of  a 
great  catastrophe,  sometimes  place  tfaemselvea,  to  ^low 
thdr  destiny  alone  to  act,  and  to  leare  to  it  the  coune  of 
evmts.  An  expression  of  melancholy  softened  bis  looks 
and  features,  genemlly  too  severe.  The  tone  of  hie  voice 
eves  WBS  sweetened  by  an  ecoeot  of  sorrow.  In  the  house, 
be  avoided  meeting  the  daaghters  of  Daplay ;  that  one 
particularly  to  whom  he  was  to  be  united  after  the  storm 
had  passed.  He  discouiaed  no  more  of  the  prospect  of  a 
redred  life,  in  a  happy  union,  in  the  country.  It  was  per- 
ceptible that  bis.  horizon  was  clouded  as  he  approached  it. 
Too  nraeb  blood  lay  shed  between  him  uid  bappinees.  A 
tenible  dietatorabip,  or  a  solemn  scaffold  were  the  only  im- 
ages upon  iriiich  be  could  henceforth  ponder.  He  aon^t 
to  escape  from  these  i«fleetio«,  daring  the  early  days  of 
Themidor,  by  long  excursions  in  the  neighboriiood  of  Pa* 
ria.  Accompanied  by  some  confidant,  or  alone,  be  wander- 
ed entire  days  under  tbe  trees  of  Meudon,  of  Saint  Cloud, 
or  irf  Viroflay, 

It  was  said  that  in  thus  quitlnig  Paris,  where  the  oats 
fiill  of  victims  rolled  along,  ho  put  a  space  between  remoiae 
and  himself  He  usually  carried  a  book  andw  his  coat. 
It  was  generally  diat  of  a  philosopher,  such  as  Rousseau, 
Ray&al,  Bemardin  de  Saint  Pierre,  or  some  senidinenta] 
poets,  sudi  as  Gesner  and  Young — a  strange  contrast  be- 
tween die  aweetnees  of  bnagea.  ute  serenity  of  nature,  and 
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tbe  bitteraets  of  the  bouL  He  had  the  reveries  and  coo- 
templatioofl  of  a  philosopher  in  the  midst  of  tbe  scenes  of 
death  tnil  the  proscriptions  of  a  Marius. 

IV. 
U  has  been  lelated,  that  on  tbe  7th  of  ThermidcH',  on 
dte  evening  t£  the  day  when  Robespiene  expected  tbe 
Btrivs!  of  SaiD^JuBt,  and  when  he  had  resolved  to  stake 
his  life  against  the  restoration  of  tbe  Republic,  be  went  for 
the  last  time  to  pass  an  entire  day  at  the  hermitage  of  Jean 
Jacques  Rousseau,  on  the  borden  of  the  forest  of  MotK- 
morency.  Did  he  go  to  seek  political  inspiration  vndei 
the  trees  beneath  whose  shade  his  master  had  written  th« 
GnUrat  Social,  that  code  of  democracy  t  Did  he  go  tc 
rwider  to  the  spiritual  philosopher  the  homage  of  a  lift 
which  he  was  about  to  devote  to  his  cause  %  No  one 
knows.  He  passed,  it  is  said,  entire  hours,  with  bis  face 
in  his  bands,  losaiDg  against  the  rustic  gate  which  incloses 
the  little  garden.  His  features  portrayed  tbe  struggle  of 
punisbment,  and  tbe  pallor  of  death.  It  was  the  agonj 
of  temorBe.  of  ambitioD,  or  of  discouragement.  Robes- 
pierre had  time  to  collect  in  a  single  and  last  glaoce  bis 
past,  his  present,  his  morrow,  the  iate  of  the  Republic, 
and  the  future  of  tbe  people  and  himsel£  If  he  died  c^ 
agony,  of  repentance  ana  anxiety,  it  was  in  this  mute 
meditation. 


devotitM  to  the  people  representing  in  his  eyes.the  oppre 
portion  of  humsoity — a  paseiouate  regard  for  a  revolution 
which  rendered  liberty  to  the  bondman,  equality  to  the 
humble,  fraternity  to  the  humaii  race,  reason  to  adoration' — 
indefetigable  labor  to  render  himself  worthy  of  being  one 
of  the  chief  founders  of  this  regeneration— cruel  humilia- 
tions Bubimtted  to  by  his  name,  his  talent,  his  ideas  and  bis 
renown,  in  order  to  issue  from  the  obacurity  wherein  the 
names,  tbe  genius,  and  superiority,  of  Mirabeau,  Bamave, 
and  of  La  Fayette  ccinfined  him  ;  his  popularity,  acquired 
piecemeal  and  always  rent  by  calumny,  his  voluntHiy  retreat 
mto  the  most  obscure  ranks  of  the  people,  his  life  worn 
out  by  every  privation,  even  that  of  love  j  his  indigence, 
which  allowed  him  only  to  partake  with  his  family,  still 
mwe  indigent  than  himself,  tbe  morsel  of  btead  which  the 
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nation  bestowed  upon  its  repi'eaentatiTes ;  his  T«ry  virtbe 
raised  in  accusation  agaiost  him;  hi»  disintereatedness 
s^led  hypocrisy  by  those  who  were  incapable  of  compre- 
beading  it;  his  final  triumph-— a  throne  shattered,  the  peo- 

fcenfi•anchiBell ;  his  name  associated  with  Tictory,  and  the 
edictioDB  of  the  maltitude,  thongh  anarchy  at  the  mo- 
ment wae  rending  the  reign  of  the  people  ;  unworthy  livala, 
such  as  Hubert  and  Marat,  disputing  with  him  the  direction 
of  the  Rerolution,  and  urging  it  to  its  min;  a  criminal 
struggle  of  vengeance  and  cruelty  establishing  itself  be- 
Cween  these  rivals  and  himself,  to  dispute  the  empire  of 
opinion ;  culpable  sacrifices,  made  with  repugnance,  but 
made  during  three  years  to  that  popularity  which  desired 
to  be  nurtured  with  blood;  tbe  king's  head  demanded  and 
obtained ;  that  of  the  queen ;  those  of  thonsands  vanquished, 
sl^D  after  the  combats ;  the  Oirondists  sacrificed,  despite 
tbe  esteem  which-  he  bore  to  their  principal  orators ;  Dan- 
ton  himeelf,  bis  proudut  rival,  and  Camille  Deemoulins, 
his  young  disciple,  thrown  to  the  people  upon  suspicion, 
because  there  was  no  other  name  than  his  in  the  mouth  of 

Eatriots ;  the  omnipotence  at  length  obtained  in  opinion, 
ut  on  tbe  condition  of  acquiring  it  incessantly  by  fresh 
sacrifices;  the  people  desiring  in  their  supreme  legislator 
only  an  accuser;  as^nrations  of  clemency  repulsed  by  the 
necessity  of  still  immolating ;  a  head  demanded  or  given 
up  to  the  necessity  of  each  day ;  victory  perhaps  Sir  the 
morrow,  but  nothing  settled  in  ^e  mind  to  (»msolidate  and 
utilize  this  victory  ;  confused  and  contradictory  ideas ;  the 
horror  of  tyranny  and  the  necessity  of  the  dictatorship ; 
imaginary  plans,  replete  with  the  spirit  of  the  Revolution, 
but  without  organizatiott  to  restrain  ihem,  without  stay,  and 
without  strength  to  make  them  endure ;  words  for  institii- 
tions :  virtue  upon  the  lips,  and  sentence  of  death  in  the 
hand ;  an  excited  people,  a  servile  Convention,  corrupt 
committees,  the  repubhc  reposing  upon  one  head  alone ;  an 
odious  lifb  ;  a  death  without  results,  a  doubtful  memory,  a 
sinisteF  name  ;  the  cry  of  blood  not  to  be  appeased,  raising 
itoelf  through  all  posterity  against  him — all  these  thoughts 
no  doubt  assailed  tho  soul  of  Robespierre  during  this  ex- 
amination of  his  ambition.  One  resource  alone  vemainod 
to  him — that  was,  to  offer  himself  as  an  example  to  the  re- 
public— to  denounce  to  tbe  world  the  men  who  corrupted 
Uborty— to  die  in  the  struggle  against  them,  and  to  bequeath 
to  the  people,  if  not  a  government,  at  least  a  doctrine,  and  a 
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nMrtyrdom.  He  had  evidently  this  lut  dream,  but  it  waa 
QBI7  m  dream.  The  ioteuicm  waa  lofty,  the  courage  great, 
but  tbe  vicUm  waa  not  pure  eaoagh  to  sacrifice  hirosetf ! 
It  is  tbe  eteiBsl  misfbrtaBe  of  man  who  have  stained  their 
name  with  the  Uood  of  tbeir  fellows,  to  be  unsUe  to  puri^ 
themselTea  eren  with  tbwr  own  blood. 

VL 

Saint-JuBt,  anived  from  ihe  army,  had  called  repeatedly 
durinc  the  eveuii^  to  confer  with  Robeapierre,  Wearied 
of  waiting  for  him,  he  went,  still  covered  with  the  duM  of 
tbe  camp,  to  tbe  Commioee  of  Public  Safety.  A  profbttod 
silence,  and  unquiet  looks  received  him  there.  He  returned 
cODvinced  that  minds  were  irreconcilable,  and  that  death 
was  moditated.  On  the  morrow  Saint-Just,  it  is  said,  con^ 
finned  Robespiorre  in  the  idea  striking  the  last  blow.  Ob 
tbeir  ude  the  committees  expected  an  early  attack;  their 
member*  prepared  themselves  fer  iL  Tbey  knew  tbe  im- 
portance of  tbe  choice  of  a  preudent  in  an  asseaibly,  where 
tbe  praaideat  can  at  hia  wUl  aapport  or  disarm  the  orator. 
They  had  raised  CoUot  d'Herbois  to  the  presidency  of  A» 
Convention. 

Sobespiene  Main  read  over,  and  evidontly  corrected,  by 
many  revisals,  bia  discourse.  On<  leaving  in  tbe  morning, 
be  tnide  a^o  to  his  hosts,  with  a  more  distmbed  counte- 
nance th»  OB  other  days.  His  friends,  Duplay,  and  tbe 
daughten  of  hb  host,  pressed  round  him,  and  shed  tears, 
"  You  are  about  to  encounter  great  danger  to-day ;"  said 
Dnplay  ta  him ;  permit  your  friends  to  accompany  yon, 
and  carry  arms  under  your  elothea."  "No;"  rephedlUriMS- 
pierre;  "  I  am  suironndod  by  my  name,  and  armed  vriththe 
wiabes  of  the  people.  Bemdes,  tbe  balk  of  the  Convcation 
IS  pure  ;  I  teve  nothing  to  fear  in  the  midst  erf  tlie  repi«- 
Mutation,  aptm  which  f  denre  to  impose  nothing,  but  only 
inspire  safety." 

He  was  dressed  in  tbe  seme  costume  which  ho  had  worn 
on  the  piTKlamation  of  tbe  Supreme  Being.  He  ^ectod  in 
bis  parson  tbe  decency  wtrich  he  deairsd  to  reotora  t»  tbe 
manners  of  the  nation.  He  doubtless  intended  that  the  people 
should  recognize  in  this  costume  bis  living  ensign.  Lems, 
Coutbon,  SuBt-Juat,  and  David,  bad  reached  tlw  Assembly 
twfbre  him.  Tbe  Convention  was  fen,  tbe  tribonn  ebosen 
by  the  Jacolnns.  On  enterkig,  SobeBpierre  reqaestod  to 
■peak.    His  [wesence  ia  the  tribooe,  at  um  moment  when  be 
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bore  the  secret  and  fate  of  bis  position  in  his  mind,  was  an 
event.  The  conspirators,  surprised  by  his  appearance,  hastily 
descended  fi-om  their  places  Co  go  and  warn  the  members  of 
the  cummittees  and  their  friends,  scattered  in  the  gardens 
and  the  balls,  and  to  bring  them  bock  as  quickly  as  possible 

VII. 
_  At  this  moment  Robespierre  seemed  designedly  to  clothe 
hie  countenance  with  a  cloud,  and  to  restrain  the  explosion 
of  hia  lung  repressed  ideas.  He  rolled  bis  manuscript  slow- 
ly in  his  right  hand,  as  a  weapon  with  which  he  was  about 
to  crush  his  enemies.  He  thus  showed  to  his  colleagues 
that  he  had  pondered  over  his  wrath,  and  that  his  speech 
was  prepared.  Here  follows,  to  a  certain  extent,  his  dis- 
conrae.  All  would  regret  to  be  ignorant  of  the  speech 
which  wae  a  crisis,  and  which  brought  about,  by  its  counter- 
blow, so  vast  a  change.  "  Citizens  1"  said  he,  "  let  others 
trace  to  you  flattering  pictures,  I  atn  about  to  tell  you 
wholesome  truths.  1  am  not  &bout  to  realize  the  ridiculous 
terroiB  spread  by  perSdy,  but  I  desire  to  exdnguish,  if  it  be 
possible,  the  torches  of  discord  by  the  sole  force  of  truth.  I 
am  Eibout  to  defend  in  your  presence  your  outraged  authority 
and  violated  liberty.  I  shall  defend  myself  also  :  you  will 
not  be  surprised  at  it ;  you  do  not  resemble  the  tyranta 
whom  you  combat.  The  cries  of  outraged  innocence  do 
not  inipoTtune  your  ears,  and  you  are  not  ignorant  that  this 
cause  IS  not  foraign  to  you. 

"  The  revolutions  which  up  to  this  day  have  changed  tha 
fate  of  empires,  have  only  had  for  their  object  a  change  of 
dynasty  or  the  transition  of  power  Ji-om  one' to  many.  The 
French  Revoluticm  is  the  first  which  was  founded  upon  the 
theory  of  the  rights  of  mankind  and  the  principles  of  justice. 
Other  revolutions  only  incite  ambition — ours  imposes  virtue. 
The  republic  has  glided,  if  we  may  so  speak,  between  all 
factions,  but  it  has  found  their  power  organized  around  it 
'  and  has  ^so  been  incessantly  persecuted  since  its  birth  in 
the  person  af  ever;  nan  of  good  iaith  who  fought  Sor  it. 
The  friends  of  liberty  seek  to  overthrow  the  power  of  ty- 
rants by  the  force  of  truth — tyrants  seek  to  destroy  the  de- 
fenders of  liberty  by  calumny — they  give  the  name  of  ty- 
ranny even  to  the  ascendency  of  the  principles  of  truth. 
When  this  system  can  prevul,  liberty  le  lost ;  for  it  is  in 
die  nature  of  things  that  an  influence  must  exist  throughout, 
wliere  moo  are  assembled — that  of  tyranny  oi  that  of 
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i«a80ii.  When  this  is  proscribed  ait  a  crirne,  tyi-auny  reigns, 
when  good  citizens  are  condemned  in  silence,  the  wicked 
must  rule 

"  Here  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  open  my  heart ;  you 
have  also  need  to  hear  the  truth.  WLat  is  then  the  foun- 
dation of  this  odious  system  of  terror  and  calumny  against 
vice  1  Wo  dreaded  by  patriots  !  We,  who  have  rescued 
them  fi-om  the.hands  of  every  faction  conapiring  against 
them  !  We,  who  dispute  daily  with  those  intriguing  hypo- 
crites, who  dare  still  to  oppress  them!  Wo  dreaded  by 
the  National  Convention!  and  what  are  wo  without  it  I 
And  who  has  defended  the  National  Convention  at  the 
peril  of  his  life?  Who  devoted  himself  for  ita  preservation, 
when  execrable  factions  conspired  its  ruin  in  the  face  of 
Fraoce  "i  Who  devoted  himself  for  its  glory,  when  the  vile 
agents  of  tyranny  preached  atheism  in  its  name  1  When 
so  many  others  held  a  culpable  silence  respecting  the  crimes 
of  their  accomplices,  and  seemed  to  await  the  signal  for 
carnage  to  bathe  tfaemsolvea  in  the  bUod  of  the  represeotar 
tives  of  the  people  f  And  for  whom  wore  the  first  blows  of 
the  conapinUors  destined  1  Which  were  the  victims  desig- 
nated by  Chaumetto  and  Ronsin  1  Into  what  place  did  the 
band  of  assassins  fiiat  march  on  opening  the  prisons  ? 
What  are  the  objects  of  the  calumnies  and  attempts  of  ty- 
rants armed  against  the  republic  1  Was  there  do  poignard 
for  us  in  the  cargo  which  England  sent  to  France  uid  to 
Paris  1  It  was  we  who  were  to  be  assassinated,  and  we 
who  are  designated  as  terrible.'  And  what  are  then  these 
great  acts  of  severity  with  which  we  are  reproached  1 
Who  have  been  the  victims  t  Uebert,  Ronsin,  Chabot, 
Danton,  Lacroix,  Fabre-d 'Eglantine  and  some  other  ac- 
complices. Is  it  with  their  punishment  that  we  are  re- 
proached t  No  one  dares  defend  them.  No !  we  have  not 
boon  too  severe  :  I  call  the  republic  which  breathes  to  at- 
test it.  Is  it  we  who  have  cast  patriots  into  the  dungeons, 
and  carried  terror  into  all  classes  "i  It  is  the  monsters  who 
have  accused  us.  It  is  we  who,' forgetting  the  crimes  of 
the  aristocracy  and  protecting  traitors,  have  declared  war 
against  peaceable  citizens,  in  order  to  discover  guilt  in  every 
direction,  and  render  the  Revolution  terrible  to  the  people 
themselves  1  Is  it  the  monsters  who  have  accused  us.  la 
it  we  who,  aSfecting  ancient  opinions,  have  caused  tho  ax 
to  gleam  over  the  majority  of  National  Convention  1  It  is 
the  monsters  who  have  accused  us.     Can  they  have  already 
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forgotten  that  we  threw  ouTBelveB  between  them  and  their 
execationerat 

"Such  ia,  however,  the  basis  of  these  proje<;t8  of  the  dic- 
tatorship, and  of  the  enterpiises  against  the  national  repre- 
sentation. By  what  fatality  has  thia  weighty  accusation  - 
been  placed  upon  the  head  of  one  alone  of  itn  members  I 
Strange  project  of  a  man  to  engage  the  National  Conven- 
tion to  murder  itself  in  detail  by  ita  own  hands,  in  order  to 
usurp  the  road  to  absolute  power  t  Let  others  perceire 
the  ndiculous  side  of  these  accusations ;  it  is  fi>F  me  to  see 
but  the  atrocity  of  them.  You  will  at  least  render  an  ac- 
count to  public  opinion  of  your  frightful  perseverance  in 
pQfsuing  the  project  of  murdering  all  the  iriends  of  tho 
coUDtty; — monsters  who  seek  to  ravish  from  me  the  esteem 
of  the  National  Convention,  tbe  moat  gloiious  reward  of  a 
mortal's  labor,  which  I  have  neither  usurped  nor  surprised, 
but  which  I  have  been. forced  to  acquire.  To  appear  an 
object  of  terror  in  the  eyes  of  that  which  one  reveres  and 
loves,  is  for  a  sensible  and  honeat  man  the  moat  frightful  of 
punishments.  To  make  him  submit  to  it,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  crimes. 

"  In  the  midst  of  the  Convention  it  was  pretended  that 
La  Montagne  was  menaced,  because  some  membei's  seated 
in  that  part  of  the  hall,  thought  tberoselveB  in  danger,  and 
to  interest  the  entire  National  Convention  in  tbe  same  cause, 
tbe  affair  of  the  aixty-two  imprisoned  deputies  was  revived, 
and  to  me  were  imputed  all  these  events,  to  which  I  was  on 
entire  stranger.  It  was  said  that  1  desired  to  destroy  .the 
other  portion  of  the  National  Convention.  They  depictured 
me  here  as  the  chief  persecutor  of  the  sixty-two  deputies: 
there  they  accuse  me  of  defending  them. 

"  Ah  I  truly,  when  at  the  risk  of  offending  public  opinion 
I  alone  wrested  those  from  a  precipitate  decision  whose 
ideas  would  have  conducted  ma  to  the  scaffold  if  they  had 
triumphed ;  when  on  other  occasions  I  opposed  myself  to 
all  the  fury  of  a  hypocritical  faction  to  reclaim  the  princi 
pies  of  strict  equity  toward  those  who  bad  judged  me  with 
more  precipitatioD  ;  I  was  tar,  doubtless,  from  thinking  that 
tbey  SDould  render  me  an  account  of  such  conduct;  but  I 
was  still  farther  from  diinking  that  one  day  I  should  be  ac- 
cused of  being  the  executioner  of  those  toward  whom  I  had 
fiilfiUed  the  moat  indispensable  duties  of  probity,  and  tbe 
enemy  of  the  national  repreeentation  which  I  bad  served 
with  devoCion. 
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**  Thifl  word  dictstonhlp,  is,  faowerer,  poaaeseed  of  tmg- 
ical  effect.  It  wiiliera  liberty,  it  abusea  the  goTemment,  it 
destroys  the  t«pablic,  and  it  degrades  all  the  revolationaiy 
institntioDB,  which  are  preeeued  ss  the  work  of  a  Mn^ 
man.  It  renders  national  justice  odioas,  which  it  pr«aenta 
as  ioBtituted  by  tbe  ambition  of  a  single  man ;  it  directs  all 
fastrad,  and  trntrj  poignard  of  fanaiicMm  and  anatocmcj  to 
one  point. 

"What  terrible  use  the  enemies  of  the  republic  have 
made  of  the  name  only  of  a  Roman  magistracy  I  And  if 
their  emditi«n  is  fatal  to  as,  what  will  be  thcnr  treasures 
and  tbeir  imrignea.  I  do  not  speak  of  their  armies;  but 
let  toe  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  to 
all  tbe  royal  writers,  the  patents  of  that  ridicnloes  dignity 
which  they  were  the  first  to  send  me.  Kings  are  too  iTiso- 
lent  in  arn^jsting  to  tbemBelres  the  right,  when  they  are 
not  aim  of  preserring  their  own  crowns,  to  distribute  theoi 
to  others. 

"  They  call  me  a  tyrant  If  I  were  so  they  would  gronreJ 
\t  my  feet.  I  would  gorge  them  with  gold  ;  I  wonld  assure 
to  them  the  right  of  committing  every  crime,  and  they  would 
be  gratefnl.     If  I  wne  so,  the  kings  whom  we  have  van- 

r'sfaed,  far  fiom  discovering  to  me  what  tender  interest 
y  take  in  our  liberty,  wonld  lend  me  their  aid,  and  I 
abcmld  make  a  compact  with  them.  Tyratmy  is  aaained 
by  the  assistance  of  robbers.  What  becomes  of  those  who 
combat  them  1  They  go  to  the  tomb  and  to  itntnortalirr. 
Which  ia  the  m«nt  who  protects  mel  Which  is  the  Ac- 
tion to  which  I  belong  1  It  is  yourselves.  Which  faction 
is  it  which  has  leveled  and  caoaed  to  disappear  so  many 
accredited  traitors  1  It  is  yoo— it  is  the  people ;  they  are 
the  fint  cause.  There  is  ihe  ftction  to  which  I  am  deviued, 
and  against  which  all  crimes  are  leagaed. 

"  Troth  has  doubtless  its  power,  its  wreili,  and  its  des- 
potism. It  has  touching  and  terrible  accents,  wbfch  re- 
sound forcibly  in  pnre  hearts,  as  well  as  in  guilty  cod- 
.  sciences ;  and  which  falsehood  can  no  more  iniCBte  than 
Salmnneus  could  imitate  the  thunder  of  heaven. 

"  Who  am  I  whom  they  accuse  !  A  stave  of  Uberty,  a 
living  martyr  of  the  repubKc ;  the  victim  as  muoh  as  tbe 
enemy  of  crime.  All  men  of  infamy  insult  me ;  the  most 
indifferent,  the  most  legitimate  actions  on  tbe  pan  of  others 
are  in  meiciimeB :  a  man  is  calumniated  from  the  moment 
be  knows  me.     Thi>  delinquencies  of  others  are  pardoned; 
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:Dy  ze&l  is  imputed  to  me  as  a  crime.  Take  from  me  mj 
CODScieace,  I  am  the  most  tniaerable  of  mea. 

"  When  the  victims  of  their  owq  pervei'sity,  complained, 
they  excused  themselves  by  saying :  It  it  Robetpierre  v^ 
deiires  it,  we  ca»  not  htlf  oursdvet.  The  iufamous  disciples 
ai  Hubert  once  held  the  same  language.  At  the  time  when 
I  denounced  them  they  called  themselves  my  friends.  Af- 
terward they  declared  me  convicted  of  moderation.  It  is 
still  the  some  description  of  counter-revolutionists  who  per- 
secuted patriotism.  Until  when  will  the  honor  and  dignity 
ofthe  Notional  Convention  be  at  the  mercy  of  such  men  as 
these  1  But  the  feature  I  have  Just  cited  is  but  a  branch 
of  the  system  of  a  persecution  still  gieater,  of  which  I  am 
the  object.  In  developing  this  accusation  of  the  dictator- 
sbip,  placed  in  the  older  of  the  day  by  the  tyrants,  they 
chai^  nie  with  *U  their  iniquities,  with  all  the  wrongs  in 
fortune,  and  all  the  severity  rendered  requisite  by  the  safety 
(^  the  country.  Tbey  said  to  the  nsbles :  It  it  he  alone 
teio  hat  pro*crihed  yott.  They  said,  at  the  same  time,  to 
the  patriots:  He  detire*  to  tave  the  mitMee,  Tbey  told  the 
priests :  It  i*  Ke  alone  toho  pHrtvet  you  ;  without  him  you 
would  be  peaceable  and  triurapbanL  They  aaid  to  the 
ianadcs :  S  it  he  wJko  deitray*  raigioit.  To  the  persecuted 
patriots :  Ititlu  toho  ha*  ordered  it,  or  desire*  not  to  preveiU 
it.  They  turned  over  to  me  all  the  complaints,  the  causes 
of  which  I  could  prevent,  by  saying,  Yoitr  fate  depend*  on 
him  aione.  Men  posted  in  the  public  squai'es  propagated 
this  system  daily.  They  were  in  the  meetings  of  the  Kev- 
olutionary  TribunaL  In  the  places  where  the  enemies 
of  the  country  expiated  their  crimes  they  said :  Behold 
these  wthappy  condemned/  viho  if  the  eatite  ofthitf  Robet- 
pierrt  I  They  were  particularly  anxious  to  prore  that  the 
Kevolutionary  Tribunal  was  a  tribunal  of  blood,  created  by 
myself  alone ;  and  that  I  ruled  absolutely,  to  slaughter  alike 
men  of  worth  and  thieves ;  for  they  desired  to  raise  up 
onemtes  against  me  of  all  deseripdons.  This  cry  resound- 
ed tbroughout  all  the  prisons. 

"  They  told  every  deputy  who  returned  from  a  mission 
in  the  departments  that  I  alone  bad  instigated  his  recall. 
Tbey  reported  fwthfully  to  my  colleagues  all  that  I  bad  said, 
and  above  all,  that  whicli  I  never  mentioned.  When  ihey 
had  concocted  this  tempest  of  hatred,  vengeance,  terror,  and 
wounded  self-love,  they  thought  it  rime  to  let  it  burst.  But 
who  were  they,  these  calumniators? 
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"  I  can  answer  that  the  authors  of  this  plan  of  calumny 
were  first,  the  Duke  of  York,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  every  tyrant  who 
was  armed  against  us.  Who  afterward  I  Ah  I  I  dai-e  Dot 
nama  them  at  this  moment  and  in  this  place.  I  can  nut  re- 
solve to  tear  off  entirely  the  vul  which  covers  this  profound 
mystery  of  iniquity ;  but  I  can  positively  affirm,  that  among 
the  authors  of  this  plot  are  the  agents  of  that  system  of  cor- 
ruption and  extravagance  the  most  powerful  of  any  means 
invented  by  foreigners  to  destroy  the  republic,  ukI  that 
they  are  the  impure  apostles  of  atheism  and  immoFahly,  of 
which  it  is  the  basis. 

"  Tyranny  had  only  required  from  men  their  property 
and  their  lives ;  these  required  even  our  consciences.  With 
one  hand  tbey  presented  to  us  every  evil ;  with  the  other 
wrested  from  us  every  faope.  Atheism,  accompanied  by 
every  ciime,  clothed  ^e  people  in  mourning  and  despair, 
and  the  national  representation  with  contempt,  suspicion, 
and  opprobrium.  A  just  indignation,  repressed  by  terror, 
fermented  silently  in  the  hearts  of  men.  A  terrible  and 
inevitable  eruption  rumbled  in  the  bowels  of  the  volcano, 
while  paltry  philosopbera  played  upon  its  summit  with  prof- 
ligate wretches.  Siicfa  was  the  situation  of  the  republic, 
that  if  the  people  had  consented  to  suffer  tyranny,  or  had 
tbey  violently  cast  off  the  yoke,  liberty  would  have  been 
eqiuUy  lost,  for  by  its  reaction  it  had  mortally  wounded  the 
republic,  and  by  its  patience  it  would  have  rendered  itself 
unworthy  of  it  Again,  of  all  the  prodigies  of  our  Havolu- 
tion,  that  which  posterity  will  the  least  comprehend,  is  that 
we  have  been  enabled  to  escape  this  danger.  Let  immortal 
dianks  be  rendered  to  you — you  have  saved  the  country  I 
Your  decree  of  the  18th  Florfial  was  in  itself  a  revolution. 
You  struck  atheism  and  sacerdotal  despotism  ;  you  have 
advanced,  by  half  a  century,  the  fatal  hour  of  tyrants ;  you 
have  re-attached  to  the  cause  of  the  Revolution  every  pure 
and  generous  heart;  you  have  displayed  it  to  the  world  in 
all  the  luster  of  its  celestial  beauty.  A  day  forever  fortu- 
nate, when  the  entire  French  people  rose  to  rend^:  to  the 
Author  of  nature  the  only  homage  worthy  of  him.  What  a 
touching  assemblage  of  every  object  which  can  enchant  the 
regards  and  the  hearts  of  men  I  Being  of  Beings  1  the  day 
when  the  universe  issued  from  thy  omnipotent  hands  did  it 
glitter  with  a  more  agreeable  light  in  thy  eyes  than  the  day 
when,  breaking  the  yoke  of  crime  and  of  error,  it  appeared 
befoiii  thee  worthy  of  thy  regard  and  of  thy  dostio'es  ? 
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"That  day  bad  left  upon  France  a  proftiund  ImpreBnoii 
of  quiet,  happiness,  wisdom,  and  goodness.  But  when  the 
people  in  whose  presence  all  private  tics  disappeared,  had 
returned  to  their  domestic  hearths,  the  intriguers  I'eappear- 
ed,  and  the  part  of  the  charlatans  recommenced.  It  is  since 
thiB  period  that  they  have  been  seen  to  agitate  themselves 
with  fresh  audacity,  and  seek  to  punish  those  who  had  dis- 
concerted the  most  dangerous  of  all  conspiraciesi  Will  it 
be  believed,  that  in  the  midst  of  the  public  joy,  men  have 
answered  with  signs  of  rage  to  the  touching  appeals  of  the 
people  1  Will  one  credit  that  the  president  of  the  National 
Convention,  speaking  to  the  assembled  people,  was  insulted 
by  them,  and  that  diese  men  were  representatives  of  the 
people  1  What  would  be  said,  if  the  authors  of  the  conspi- 
racy of  which  I  have  iu^  spoken  were  of  the  number  of 
those  who  cottdncted  Danton,  Fabre,  and  DesmouUns  to 
the  scaffold  1  Cowards  I  they  wished  to  toake  me  descend 
with  ignominy  to  the  tomb  I  and  I  should  have  left  upon 
earth  but  the  memoty  of  a  tyrant  I  With  what  perfidy  itiey 
abused  my  good  faiUi !  How  they  appeared  to  adopt  the 
principle*  of  all  good  citizens !  How  ingenioua  and  fawn- 
ing was  their  feigned  friendship  I  Suddenly  their  counte- 
naBces  became  clouded — a  feivcious  joy  beamed  in  their 
eyes — it  was  the  moment  when  they  believed  that  all  their 
measures  had  been  effectually  taken  to  overwhelm  me. 
To-day  they  caress  me  anew ;  their  language  is  more  affec- 
tionate than  ever;  three  days  back  they  wore  ready  to  de- 
nounce me  as  a  Catiline,  to-day  they  attribute  to  me  the 
virtues  of  Cato.  They  require  time  to  brew  their  criminal 
ploU.  How  atrocious  is  their  aim!  but  how  despicable 
their  means  I  Judge  of  them  by  one  fact.  I  was  charged 
for  the  moment,  in  the  absence  of  my  colleagues,  to  super- 
intend an  office  of  general  poUce,  recently  and  feebly  organ- 
ized in  the  Committee  of  General  Safety.  My  short  admin- 
istration was  limited  to  the  issuing  some  thirty  sentences, 
either  to  restore  persecuted  patriots  to  liberty,  or  to  assure 
to  us  some  enemies  of  the  Revolution.  Well,  will  it  be  be-  - 
lieved,  that  this  one  word  of  gaterai  poliee  has  sufficed  to 
place  upon  my  head  the  responsibility  of  all  the  operations 
of  the  Committee  of  General  Safety,  of  the  errors  of  the 
constituted  authorities,  of  the  crimes  of  all  my  enemies  i 
There  is  not,  perhaps,  an  arrested  individual,  not  an  afflict- 
ed dtizen,  to  whom  they  have  not  said  of  me.  Behold  (A« 
author  ^yow  na^ortunei ;  ytw  tfouU  be  happy  and/ree  if 
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At  did  nvi  exitt  t  How  can  I  relate  or  diTine  all  the  de- 
eciipCionB  of  inipostui'e  which  have  been  clutdeetinelj  insin- 
oatad,  whether  in  the  NatiouH.1  CouveDtion  or  elsewbere, 
to  render  me  odious  and  dreaded  %  I  will  coofiae  myself 
to  saying,  for  upward  of  six  weeks  the  nature  and  strength 
of  tha  calumny,  the  impoesibility  oS  doing  good,  and  pre- 
venting evil,  baa  compelled  me  abscdutely  to  abandon  my 
functiona  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety; 
and  I  swear  that  in  so  doing  1  have  only  conauked  my 
reason  and  the  (^ountry.  Whatever  may  occur,  it  ia  at  least 
six  weeks  since  my  dictatorship  expired,  and  since  I  have 
held  any  kind  of  influence  over  the  government.  Has  patri- 
otism met  with  more  protecti<Hi  1  are  the  factions  more 
timid  1  is  the  country  more  prosperous  1  I  wish  it  were 
so.  But  this  influence  was  restricted  at  all  dmes  to  plead- 
ing the  cause  of  the  country  before  the  nalioaal  r^resenta- 
tion  and  the  tribunal  of  public  reason ;  it  has  been  permitted 
to  me  to  combat  the  factions  which  threatened  you ;  I  have 
desired  to  root  out  the  system  of  corruptjoo  uad  disorder 
which  they  had  established,  and  which  I  regard  as  the  only 
obstacle  to  the  security  of  the  republic.  I  have  considenNl 
that  it  could  only  be  rested  on  the  vernal  basis  of  morality. 
£very  thing  is  leagued  against  me,  and  a^iost  those  who 
bad  the  same  principles.  My  life  I  Ctt),  1  abandon  it  to 
them  without  regret!  I  have  the  exp^ience  of  the  past, 
and  see  the  future  !  What  friend  of  the  country  can  desire 
to  survive  the  isonieiit  when  he  is  no  longer  permitted  to 
serve  and  to  defend  innocence  when  oppressed  %  Why  re- 
main in  aa  order  of  things  where  intrigue  triumphs  eternally 
over  truth ;  where  justice  is  a  fidsehood,  where  the  vilest 
passions  or  the  most  ridiculous  fears  occupy  the  place  of 
the  most  sacred  interests  of  humaniCy  in  the  heart  I  How 
suppoit  the  punishmeot  of  seeiog  the  horrible  succession 
of  traitors,  more  or  less  clever,  conceal  their  hideous  souls 
under  the  vail  of  virtue  and  even  of  friendship ;  but  who 
will  leave  to  posterity  the  embai'rassment  of  decHJIJng  which 
of  the  enemies  of  our  country  was  the  most  cowardly  and 
atro4UOus  1  In  beholding  the  multitude  o£  vicee  which  the 
torrent  of  the  Revolution  has  mixed  up  pile-mile  with  its 
civic  virtues,  I  feared  Bometiniea,  1  avow  it,  that  it  might 
bo  Etained  in  the  eyes  of  poHterity  by  the  impure  admixture 
of  perverse  men,  who  introducod  themaelvea  among  the  Bin- 
cere  friends  of  humanity ;  and  I  rejoiced  to  see  the  fury  of 
the  VarroA  and  Cadlines  of  my  country  trace  a  broad  line 
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3f  denaarkation  between  them  and  all  men  of  worth.  [ 
have  s«en  in  history  all  the  defenders  of  liberty  nverwhelm' 
ud  with  calnmny.  Bnt  their  oppresaore  are  desd  also! 
The  good  and  the  wicked  disappear  from  the  earth,  but  in 
different  conditions.  Frenchmen  1  do  not  permit  your  eam- 
inies  to  dare  to  abase  your  souls  and  enervate  your  virtnee 
by  their  desisting  doetrine  1  No,  Chaumette,  nol  death 
is  not  an  eteinal  sleep  1  Citizens  I  efface  from  the  tombs 
this  maxim,  engraven  by  ■acrilegeous  bands,  which  throws 
a  luneral  crape  over  nature,  which  discourages  oppressed 
innocence,  and  insults  death.  Write  there  rather  this — 
Death  ii  the  cotumencement  o^  immortality.  I  promised, 
some  time  ago,  to  leave  a  testament  terrible  to  the  upprese- 
ois  of  the  countnr;  I  am  about  to  publish  it,  witb  the  in- 
dependence which  belongs  to  the  situatiou  in  which  I  am 
placed ;  I  beijaeath  them  tbe  terrible  truth  and  death  1 

"  Why  do  those  who  said  to  you  recently,  I  declare  to 
you  that  loe  toaik  im  a  volctuw,  believe  to-day  that  they  walk 
on  rosea  T  Yesterday  they  heHeved  in  conspiraciea.  I  de- 
clare that  I  believe  m  them  at  this  moment.  Those  who 
tell  you  that  the  foundation  of  the  republic  is  so  easy  an 
enterprise,  dec^ve  you ;  or,  rather,  tbey  do  not  deceive  any 
one.  Where  are  die  wi«e  inatitntiona — where  ia  tbe  plan 
of  regeneratdon  which  juid^  this  arat»tiouB  langusAe  1/  An 
we  solely  occupied  with  this  grand  object  1  What  do  I 
say  1  Would  one  not  deeiie  to  proscritie  those  who  had 
prepared  it  I  .We  hire  theni  to-day,  because  we  think  our- 
selves weak ;  to-morrow,  then,  we  will  proscribe  them,  if 
we  become  stronger.  In  Shit  days,  they  say,  all  injustice 
will  be  repaired.  Why  has  it  been  committed  with  im- 
punity for  fi>ur  months  1  And  how,  in  four  days,  will  the 
authots  of  our  ills  be  corrected  or  driven  away  1  Tbey 
speak  to  you  much  of  your  victories,  with  an  academic 
trifling,  which  wmild  cauae  you  to  beheve  that  tbey  cost 
your  heroes  neither  blood  nor  toil.  Related  with  less 
pomp,  they  would  appear  more  great.  It  is  not  either  by 
rhetorical  phrases  or  even  by  warlike  exploits  that  we  shall 
subjugate  Kurope,  but  by  the  wisdom  of  our  laws,  by  the 
majesty  of  our  deliberations,  and  by  the  grandeur  of  our 
characters.  What  has  been  done  to  turn  our  military  suc- 
cesses to  the  pic^t  of  our  principles,  to  prevent  the  dangers 
of  victory,  or  to  assure  ue  the  fruits  of  it  J  This  is  a  paxt 
of  the  plAn  (^  conspiracy.  And  to  whom  must  these  evils 
be  impnted  1     To  ourselves,  to  our  cowardly  weakness  foi 
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orime,  and  tu  uui*  culpable  abaDdoiuDent  of  principles  pro- 
claimod  by  oiirselveB.  Do  not  let  ns  doceive  oarselyes ;  to 
found  an  immense  republic,  upon  the  basis  of  rensnn  and 
equality,  to  unite  in  a  strong  band  all  the  parties  of  this 
immense  empire,  is  not  an  enterprise  which  vanity  can  con- 
sunimate :  it  is  the  masterpiece  of  virtue  and  human  reason. 
Every  faction  ^rows  from  the  bosom  of  a  ^reat  Involution 
— how  suppress  them,  if  you  do  not  submit  all  their  pa»- 
uons  to  justice  }  You  have  not  any  other  guarantee  ef 
liberty  than  the  rigorous  observance  of  the  principles  of 
the  universal  morality  which  you  have  proclaimed.  What 
signifies  to  as  the  conquest  M  kings,  ir  we  are  vanquuhed 
by  the  vices  which  bring  forth  tyranny !  For  myself, 
^ose  existence  appeaia  to  the  enemies  of  my  country  an 
obstacle  to  their  odious  projects,  I  consent  wilKngly  to 
make  them  a  sacrifice  of  it,  if  their  frightfiil  empire  must 
still  endure.  Oh  I  who  would  desire  to  behold  longer  this 
snecession  of  traitors,  more  or  less  clever,  conceeling  their 
hideous  souls  under  a  mask  of  virtue,  until  the  moment  when 
their  guilt  appears  matured  !  Who  would  leave  to  poster- 
ity the  trouble  of  deciding  which  of  the  enemies  of  our 
country  was  the  most  cowardly  and  atrocious  ! 

"  People  I  remember  diat  if  Justice  does  not  reign  in 
the  republic  with  absolute  sway,  and  if  thb  word  does  not 
signify  the  love  of  equality  and  of  country,  liberty  is  but 
a  vain  name !  People  !  you  whom  they  fear,  whom  they 
flatter  and  despise ;  you,  the  recognized  sovereign,  whom 
they  treat  as  slaves — remember  that  wheresover  justice 
does  not  reign,  there  are  the  passions  of  the  magistrates, 
and  that  the  people  have  changed  their  fetters,  but  not  their 
desuny  I 

"  Know  that  every  man  who  would  exatt  himself  to  de- 
fend the  cause  of  public  morality  will  be  loaded  with  aSront, 
and  proscribed  by  scoundrels ;  know  that  every  friend  of 
liberty  will  be  always  placed  between  a  duty  and  a  calum- 
ny ;  that  those  who  can  not  be  accused  of  having  betrayed 
will  be  accused  of  ambition  ;  that  the  influence  of  probity 
and  principle  will  be  compared  to  the  force  of  tyranny  and 
the  violence  of  facdon ;  mat  your  confidence  and  esteem 
will  be  titles  of  proscription  for  all  your  fiiends ;  that  the 
cries  of  oppressed  patriotism  will  be  called  the  cry  of  aedi- 
tion  ;  and  that,  not  daring  to  attack  you  «i  ma»ae.  they  will 
proscribe  you  in  detail  in  the  persons  of  all  good  dtizens, 
nven  until  these  ambitious  men  have  organised  their  tyran- 
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Dy.  Such  is  the  empirs  of  tbe  tyrantB  armed  against  us ; 
eucb  ia  the  influence  of  their  league  vrith  corrupt  men, 
always  inclined  to  serve  tfaero.  Thus,  then,  the  wretches 
impose  upon  as  the  law  to  betray  the  people,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  called  dictator :  ^all  we  Bubscribe  to  this 
lawl  No  I  let  us  defend  the  people  at  the  risk  of  being 
esteemed  for  it ;  let  them  hasten  to  liie  scaffold  by  the  p&u 
of  crime,  and  we  by  that  of  virtue  !" 

VIH. 

TluB .  long  discourse,  of  which  wo,  however,  have  only 

given  the  pith,  curtailing  all  which  was  but  the  pretext  of 

Uie  position,  was  heard  with  an  apparent  respect,  which 

served  as  a  mask  to  sentiments  a    '  '  ^^ 


would  have  dared  to  utter  a  single  murmur  against  the  wis- 
dom and  authority  of  such  a  man.  £ach  awaited  until  a 
general  mark  of  disapproval  should  break  out,  to  mingle  his 
own  disapprobation.  To  signalize  themselves  was  to  de- 
stroy themselves.  Each  one  trembled  before  all.  The  gen- 
eral hypocrisy  of  admiration  wore  the  appearance  of  unan- 
imous approbation.  Robespierre  reseated  hiinself  upon  his 
bench,  traversing  with  bis  eye,  the  ranks  which  bowed  to 
him,  and  forced  themselves  to  smile.  A  long  pause  ap- 
peared to  weigh  upon  the  Convention.  It  knew  not  as  yet 
whether  it  ought  to  be  indignant  or  to  applaud.  Bevolt 
was  a  declaration  of  war,  applause  vrae  servitude.  Silence 
shrouded  its  irresolution.     One  single  voice  broke  it. 

It  was  the  voice  of  Lecointre.  He  demanded  that 
Robespierre's  discourse  should  be  printed.  By  this  coarse 
the  Convention  adopted  it. 

This  proposition  was  about  to  be  voted,  when  Bourdon 
de  rCXse,  who  had  read  his  own  name,  under  all  the  allu- 
sions of  Robe^erre,  and  who  ibit  that  iiiither  audacity 
would  not  proscribe  bim  more,  resolved  to  interrogate  the 
courage  or  the  cowardice  of  his  colleagues.  Versed  in  the 
symptoms  of  lu'ge  assemblies,  the  silence  of  the  Convention 
appeared  to  faim  the  commencement  of  enfranchisement. 
Chie  word  might  change  that  into  revolt.  To  cast  this 
word  into  tbe  assembly,  should  it  prove  futile,  was  to  stake 
his  head.     Bourdon  de  I'Oiae  staked  it. 

"  I  oppose,"  he  exclaimed,  "  the  printing  of  this  discourse. 
It  contains  matter  sufiSciently  weighty  to  demand  examina- 
tion. It  may  comprise  errors  as  wtjl  as  truths.  It  is  but 
prudent  in  the  Convention  to  retam  it  to  the  examiniiiinn 
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of  die  two  Commiaeea  of  Public  Saiety  and  Genenl  Se- 
curity." 

No  explosioa  diaplayed  itself  Bgainet  an  objectiaii  which 
wou]il  have  appeared  on  the  preceding  flTeniDg  a  blu- 
phemy.  The  baarta  of  the  conspiiatow  were  reaoiinated, 
Robespierre  was  astoiUBhed  at  bis  &U.  Barrdre  looked  at 
hiin,  and  thought  that  no  adulation  could  be  better  timed 
than  that  whicfa-raighe  raise  bamUed  pride.  He  supported 
the  printing  of  the  diacouree  in  temu  which  both  parties 
could  equally  accept 

GoutboD,  encouraged  by  the  defectioB  of  Barrire,  de- 
manded not  only  the  printing,  but  the  irautuuisaion  of  k  to 
ail  the  communes  of  the  repobhc  This  printing  of  the  dis- 
course was  TOled  triumpnantly.  The  defeat  td  Robes-- 
pierre's  enemies  was  complete,  if  they  could  noC  rescind  this 
vote.  Vadier  rose,  and  deroted  himself.  RobespiraTe  de- 
sired to  interrupt  his  speech.  Vadier  insisted  upon  speak- 
ing. "  I  will  apeak,"  said  he,  with  the  tranquillity  which 
appertains  to  Tirtua  He  substantiated  the  report  which  he 
bad  made  regarding  Catherine  Tb^os,  attacked  by  Robes- 
pierre. He  CBUseo  it,  in  corert  terms,  to  be  understood, 
that  bia  hand  was  filled  with  mysteries,  in  which  his  ao 
cuseiB  themselves  might  be  euveloped.  He  defended  the 
Committee  of  General  Safety. 

"And  I  also  enter  the  aroDa,"  said  then  Ae  austere  and 
hooeet  Cambon,  "  although  I  have  not  sou^  to  form  a 
party  around  me.  I  do  not  come  aimed  with  loi^  and  pre- 
pared Drations.  All  parties  hare  lound  me  intrepid  upon 
tbmr  path,  oppoeiag,  to  their  amlntioii,  the  barrier  of  my 
patriotism.     It  is  time,  at  length,  to  tell  die  entire  truth. 


tobespierre !  At  these  words,  wfaidi  broke  out 
as  the  hitherto  repressed  thought  of  a  worthy  man,  Bohes- 
jnerre  arose,  and  apologized  for  having  attached  Cambon's 
inte^ty, 

BiUaud-Varennea  demanded  that  tbe  two  ctMnmittees 
should  submit  their  conduct  to  inapec^n.  "  It  is  not  the 
committee  that  I  attack,"  replied  Robespierre ;  "  but  to 
avoid  altercations,  1  demand  that  I  may  explain  myself  mora 
completely."  "  We  al!  demand  it !"  exclaimed,  rising,  two 
hundred  members  of  La  Montagno. 

Billand-Varennes continued  ;  "Yes!"  said  he;  "Robes- 
pierre is  right,  tbe  mash  must  be  lifted  off  every  face  wtnch 
wears  it ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  we  are  no  longer  free,  I  had 
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rather  that  my  dead  bod;  sho«U  serve  as  a  tbrooe  to  an 
ambitious  man,  than  that  I  ehoiild,  by  my  silence,  become 
the  aeeomp4ice  of  bis  misdeeda." 

Panis,  loag  the  fi'ieiid  of,  aael  afterward  proscribed  by 
Robespierre,  in  the  Jacobins,  leproaciied  him  with  mgmng 
over  ail,  and  only  proacribiag  Uioae  whom  be  himself  sus- 
pected. "  My  heart  is  bursting,"  exclaimed  Panis;  "  it  is 
dme  I  gave  it  utterance..  They  paint  me  as  a  wretch  drip- 
ping with  blood,  and  gorged  with  plunder,  and  yet  I  have 
oidy  acquired,  in  ^e  RMolution,  the  means  of  buying  a 
flword  for  my  son  to  march  to  the  frontiers,  and  a  g3.nTient 
for  my  daugbtera,  Bobeepierre  draw  up  a  list,  in  which  he 
put  down  my  name,  and  deroted  my  bead  for  the  first  con- 
aemnation  e»  mtu»e  !" 

A  about  of  indignstioQ  here  hatat  forth  against  the  tyrant. 
Robesj^erre  met  te  with  an  unchanged  mies.  "  Throwing 
Bwde  my  buclder,"  said  he,  "  I  have  offered  myself  uncov- 
ered to  my  enemies.  I  rdract  nothing;  I  do  not  flatter  any 
one,  I  iear  no  one ;  I  neither  require  the  seppoit  nor  the 
indulgence  of  asy  obo;  I  do  not  seek  to  make  a  party  for 
myself.  I  have  done  my  duty,  that  is  enough  for  me  ;  let 
otberB  do  iheirs.  And  I  harB  had  the  courage  to  come  and 
state,  in  the  bosom  of  the  AssemUy,  truths  whicli  I  believe 
oeeesoary  to  the  safety  of  the  cotintry.  and  they  are  about 
to  sulject  my  accusation  to  the  consideralioit  of  these  whom 
I  Bccose!" 

"  When,"  cried  Qbarlier,  "a  man  boasts  ofhaving  cour- 
age and  virtne,  he  abould  also  posseaa  truth.  Name  those 
whom  yon  accuse  I"  "Yes — oame— name !"  repeated  a 
Nonp  OT  the  Montagnards,  rising.  Robespierre  waa  mote. 
Br6ard  asserted  that  the  Ccmventton  owed  it  to  itself  to  re- 
(dra  the  vote,  and  as  imnoanse  maJMicy  YtOeA  w^  him. 

12. 

Robespierre,  humiliated,  but  not  subdued,  felt  that  the 
Oonventioa  was  gone  from  his  graep.  He  left  it,  and  has- 
tened, aoeon^anied  with  a  body  of  friends,  to  the  tribune 
of  the  Jacplniia,  where  his  party  hailed  faint  aa  the  martyr  of 
truth  wounded  by  the  people.  He  read  to  them  his  diaconrae 
repudiated  by  the  Convention.  Furious  criea,  shouts  of 
rage,  gestures  of  admiration,  interrupted  and  crowned  this 
harangue.  When  these  had  ceased,  Robespierre,  whose 
voice  was  exhausted,  aaatuning  a  resigned  auitude,  said, 
"  Brothers,  the  discourse  you  have  board  is  mj  last  will  and 
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tesMinent )"  "  No,  no ;  too  sball  live,  or  we  will  all  ilie," 
shouted  the  tribunes.  "  Yes,  it  is  my  last  testament,"  he 
repeated  with  prophetic  solemnity — "  my  last  testament.  I 
hBTo  seen  to-day  uie  league  c^  villains  is  so  strong  that  T  can 
not  hope  to  escape  them.  I  yield  without  a  murmur !  I 
leave  to  you  my  inemory ;  it  will  bo  dear  to  you,  and  you 
will  defend  it  1" 

These  last  words,  this  coming  death,  this  adieu,  which 
included  at  once  reproach  and  rerignation,  affected  the  Jaco- 
bins even  to  tears.  Coffinhal,  Duplay,  Payan,  Bnonarotti, 
Lebas,  and  David  raae  and  called  on  RobeepieTre,  conjuring 
him  to  defend  his  country  and  himoelf.  Henriot  exclaimed 
that  he  had  still  sufficient  artilletrmen  to  make  the  Conven- 
tion vote.  Kobeepieire,  excited  by  such  enthusiasm,  ex- 
claimed— "  Well  then — yes — separate  the  wicked  from  the 
weak  I  Free  the  Convention  from  the  wretches  who  oppress 
it !  Restore  to  it  the  liberty  which  it  expects  from  yon 
as  on  the  31st  of  May  and  the  2d  of  June  1  Advance,  if 
necessary,  and  save  the  country.  If  in  these  generous  eSbrta 
we  lail,  then,  my  friends,  yon  shall  see  me  drink  hemlock 
calmly  t"  David,  interrupting  him  at  these  wm-ds,  said, 
"  Robespierre,  if  you  drink  hemlock,  I  will  drink  it  with 
you  I"  "  All— all-— vre  will  periah  with  you !"  cried  thou- 
sands of  devoted  voices.  "  To  perish  with  you  is  to  perish 
with  the  people !" 

Couthon,  who  marked  with  calmness  this  general  ebuUi- 
ticHi,  waa  desirous  of  profiting  by  the  moment,  to  draw  the 
sword,  and  separate  the  Jacobins  from  the  Convention  by 
some  overt  act.  He  required  that  the  unworthy  members 
of  the  Convention  then  present  should  be  expelled.  At  ^ese 
words  Collot  d'Herbois,  Legendre,  and  Bourdon,  who  had 
come  to  the  meeting  to  watah,  were  pointed  out,  and  desired 
to  quit  the  ranks  of  patriots.  Some  withdrew.  Collot  rushed 
into  the  tribune,  where,  defending  himself,  be  talked  of  hb 
early  joining  tiie  rauks  of  Jacobins,  and  pointed  to  the 
wounds  in  his  breast  given  by  Ladmiral.  He  was  hooted, 
and  knives  brandished  over  bis  head,  and  ho  escaped  with 
difficulty.  Payan  then  whispered  to  Robespierre,  propos* 
ing  to  take  advantage  of  the  excitement,  and  go  at  once  and 
seize  the  two  committees  then  sitting  at  the  Tuileries. 


a  given — the  path  short— aucc«Mil  ea^y- 
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The  Ctrnvendon,  %ntbout  any  head,  would  have  tkllen 
next  day  at  Robespierre's  feet,  and  have  returned  thanks 
to  ita  avenger.  But,  while  CoUot  was  being  turned  out,  the 
leader  of  the  Jacobins  r«sum«d  hia  scniples  of  legality.  He 
believed  that  the  heart  of  tbe  people  would  enable  bim  to 
diapenae  with  employing  ita  hand,  and  that  the  Convention 
dared  not  aaaul  a  life  thus  protected  by  fanaticism.  Hare- 
fiiaed.  At  this  refusal — hunest,  perhaps,  but  impolitic — 
CofGnhal,  taking  Payan  by  tbe  arm,  and  leading  bim  out  of 
the  room,  said,  "You  see  plainly  that  bis  virtue  could  not 
o  inauirection.     Well  1  since  he  will  not  be  saved. 


let  UB  prepare  to  defend  ouraelvee,  and  avenge  b 

At  tbese  words  Coffinha]  and  Payan  went  to  toe  L;om- 
mtise,  and  paued  tbe  night  with  Hentiot  in  concertiug.for 
the  next  day  an  insurrection b1  rising  of  the  people.  Cof- 
final,  an  Auvergnat,  had  tbe  massive  frame,  figure,  and 
masculine  vigor  of  the  Alpine  races  of  bis  country.  The 
energy  of  hia  mind  responded  to  that  of  bis  muscles.  Fayan 
was  tbe  head,  and  Coffinhal  the  hand,  of  this  night  and 


SI. 
While  Robeapierre  thus  excited,  and  then  allowed  the 
Jacobins  to  sink  to  inertness,  Saint-Just  went  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety.  His  colleagues  received  him  with 
aad  looks  and  embarraaaed  language.  '-'  What  brings  you 
tiosi  the  army  V  inquired  BiUaud-Varennes.  "  Tbe  report 
'  you  desired  me  to  make  to  the  Convention,"  replied  Saint- 
Just.  "  Read  it  then,"  was  tbe  response.  "  It  is  not  yet 
ready,"  answered  the  young  representative.  Barrdre  in- 
nnuatingly  advised  him  not  to  allow  his  friendsbip  for  Ro- 
bespierre to  place  him  in  i^poeitioa  with  the  committee. 
At  this  moment  Cotlot  d'Herbois  pushed  tbe  door  opes  vio- 
lently, and  with  a  frightened  air,  staggering  step,  and  rent 
garments,  entered  tbe  room  precipitately.  He  had  just  re- 
turned from  the  Jacobins.  He  saw  SaintJ^ust,  who  said  to 
him,  "  What  is  doinir  at  the  Jacobins  1"  "  Do  you  ask  snch 
a  question  1"  cried  CoUot,  rushing  toward  Saint-Just ;  "  do 
you  ask  sucb  a  question  1  you,  tbe  accomplice  of  Robea- 
pierre I  yon,  who  with  Couthon  and  bim,  have  formed  a 
triumvirate,  whose  first  act  is  to  be  our  assassination  V 

Collut  then  hastily  narrated  to  his  colleagues  the  scene  o£ 
the  Jaoolnns,  the  reading  of  the  harangue,  the  calls  to  in* 
■unection,  the  expoUon  of  tbe  members  of  the  GonventioD 
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the  faootingB,  imprecBtioM,  dag^en ;  tlien,  twning  to  fSaial- 
Juat,  he  Beii«d  bim  by  the  c^ar,  and  Aakuig  him  like  a 
wrestler  who  Beeke  to  throw  bis  oppoaenc  at  Us  feet,  be  ex 
«laiined,  "  And  ¥(m  are  here  to  spy  npon  and  denounce  your 
eolleaguee  I  Your  hands  are  fall  of  notes  ywi  Iwne  taken 
agaUHt  ua.  Yon  are  conoeaHng;  under  jaac  o«Nrt  tbe  in&' 
mouB  report,  wfaoae  Goncluaiona  are  deaA  to  aU  of  ■».  Yoa 
ahall  not  go  hence  antil  you  have  riiown  ua  riioae  note*,  rad 
expoaed  yonrtTWnJnfamy."  Aabe^wke,  Co&at  cndeaver- 
ed  to  enatiA  from  Sunt-Just's  hands,  or  find  in  iua  fockrts 
the  papers  hebeliered  to  contain  proobof  faia^i£^;  Car 
not,  Barrdre,  Rob«rt  Lindet,  Bilkud-Varenne*  ^bmm  tfaem- 
selres  between  the  two  adTeraanea,  pniteoling  Saint-Juet 
and  endeaTorine  to  restore  Collottodaaeaey  aad  legveC&c 
his  violence.  He  could  only  declu*  due  SaintJust  alioald 
not  qnit  them  until  he  had  sworn  tbat  Us  repott  ednald  not 
contain  any  thing  gainst  his  ocdleagses,  nor  faoftwe  Ite  liad 
con!iniunicat«d  to  them  the  npoR  ytmiomitf  to  readk^  it  to 
the  oomniittee. 

Saint-Just  swore,  and  said  frankly  that  be  should  none 
that  Collot  and  Bitlaud-Varennes  should  be  recalled  to  the 
Convention,  in  order  that  the  divisions  which  rent  the  com- 
mittee sbonld  twminate.  Ha  eefwed  to  reoiain  km^sr  at 
the  meeting,  Wbea  hn  prMOBOe  waa  suspected  by  his  col- 
leagues. 

After  hia  depanure,  dte  members  of  Hm  ncmnnttee  xe- 
solved,  on  the  proposition  of  Collot  d'Herbois,  that  Heoriot 
should  be  arrested  next  day  for  hia  language  at  the  Jaeolnns,* 
and  that  Fleutiot,  the  nationa]  agent  in  Paiis,  should  be 
summoned  to  the  bar  of  the  CoDvention.  Tfaej  Hepareted 
at  sunrise,  each  hastening  to  his  fii«ide,  to  infoun  tbem  o£ 
die  resoliUions  and  perils  «£  die  day. 

XII. 
Tallien,  Friron,  Banss,  Foucfa^,  Dubois-Oranafi,  Besr- 
don,  and  their  ^ends,  whose  numbers  were  increasing,  bad 
not  slept  thu  night :  witnesses  of  tbe  flitetuaiisn  ^  &» 
Convention,  aware  of  the  tumults  at  the  Jacobins,  aaaured 
of  a  Btmggle  for  life  and  death  oa  the  morrow — tbey  had 
employed,  in  conftrencea,  emissariea,  and  nocturnal  joutneys 
the  few  hours'  time  le&  to  them  to  save  their  beade.  Tbe 
result  of  tbe  conflict  must  depend,  out  of  doors,  on  the  en- 
ergy of  the  men  vrfao  nrould  defend  the  C«»vcsMioB  witii  a 
haad&l  of  bayoneto  againtt  a  foreM  of  pikes  wd  pieeas  of 
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cannon  ;  within,  ontbe  reeuh  of  the  next  Bitting.  For  the 
onteide,  they  resolved  on  confiding  the  command  to  Bairas, 
the  sword  of  the  party ;  for  tbe  sitting,  they  resolved  to 
wrest  it  from  Rabespierre,  by  precluding  him  from  the  trib- 
une. To  contend  against  words  by  words,  was  useless;  to 
Btifle  it  by  silence  was  the  surer  mode.  For  this  tfaere  were 
two  things  necesBBiy ;  the  one,  a  president  favorable  to  Ho- 
bespierre's  opponents — and  this  they  had  in  CoUot  d'Her- 
btris ;  and  a  majority  resolved  on  sacrificing  him — and  this 
was  to  he  obtained  by  dividing:  La  Montagno  ;  by  reviving 
the  Tengeance  still  bleeding  in  the  hearts  of  Danton's  fiiends 
— by  detaching  the  center,  until  then  obedient  to  Robes- 
pierre's voice,  but  obedient  rather  fi'om  fear  than  lofe ;  in 
feet,  by  summontng  all  the  victims,  all  the  rosentmentfl,  and 
accumulating  diem  on  the  head  of  one  man.  Skillful  and 
perenasive  emissBTiea  were  employed  all  night,  to  eradicate 
irom  die  members  of  LaPlaine  tbe  hopes  th^  pertinaciously 
nourished  in  Robespierre's  designs,  end  to  efiace  irom  the 
minds  of  these  remaina'of  the  Gironde,  the  gratitude  they 
owed  him  for  having  saved  the  lives  of  the  seventy-three,  in 
spite  of  the  committees. 

Thrice  did  the  negotiations  fail,  and  thrice  were  tbey 
renewed.  Si6ydB,  Dnrand-Maillane,  and  ^ome  influential 
Conventionalists  who  led  this  plastic  body  in  the  Conven- 
tion, still  hesitated  between  the  committees,  whom  tbey 
detested,  and  the  man  who  bad  saved  their  lives,  who  pro- 
tected them  with  his  indulgence,  and  whose  dictator^ip, 
aftttr  all,  would  be  a  more  secure  ehelter  than  the  anarchy 
of  the  Contention,  An  unmolested  power  grtiwB  moderate. 
A  fierce  struggle  of  ambition  leaves  no  security  either  to 
the  actors  or  the  spectators  of  the  combat. 

Tbe  relics  of  the  Girondists,  gronped  in  this  centre, 
easily  resigned  themselves  to  servitnde,  providing  it  were 
safe.  They  were  weary  of  crises,  of  scaffUda;  they  only 
asked  for  life.  The  more  intrepid,  such  as  Boisay-d'An- 
gias,  awaited  the  hour  of  reaction  to  overthrow  alike  the 
anarchists  and  tyrants  of  committees ;  while  oAers  leaned 
toward  the  party  -who  should  promise  them,  not  the  greater 
influence,  but  a  more  protracted  eitistenee.  "Each  of  the 
two  parties  assured  them  that  theirs  was  the  party.  Tbe 
Plaine  frembled,  for  fear  of  being  deceived,  and  did  not 
come  to  a  decision  before  daybre^.  Bourdon  de  I'Oiae 
convinced  the  leaders  of  the  former  Girondists  Aat  their 
safe^  lay  in  the  liberty  and  equilibrium  restored  to  the 
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CoRTention ;  tb&t  to  eurr^ider  tbetuBelvea  to  a  dictator 
such  as  KobespieiTe,  was  to  submit,  not  to  a  mastei',  but 
Id  a  cowardly  serf  of  the  people ;  that  this  people  had 
slready  demaiidud  of  Lira  tlie  heads  of  a  certain  number  of 
his  colleagueB,  and  would  inevitably  exact  all;  that  this 
maa  had  no  power  but  that  which  he  derived  from  the 
Jacobins,  and  that  the  power  of  the  Jacobins  was  «□  ex- 
hanstless  thirst  for  blood ;  that  Robeapierre  could  udIj 
retain  the  Jacobins  by  satisiying  them  daily  ;  that  to  give 
him  supreme  power  was  to  hand  to  him  tba  knife  niib 
which  be  wotdd  cut  their  throats.  Bourdon  reassured 
these  wavering  men  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  committees, 
proved  to  them  that  Robeapieire  once  removed  from  this 
group  of  decemvirs,  the  bundle  of  sticks  would  fall  asun- 
der, and  that  the  committees,  disarmed,  renewed,  extended 
and  filled  up  by  their  own  members,  would  no  longer  be 
the  sword  hut  the. hand  of  the  Convention.  At  length, 
these  arguments,  decided  Boiasy-d'Anglas,  Si^yds,  Durand- 
Maillane,  and  their  friends.  They  swore  alliance  for  an 
hour  with  La  Monti^;ne. 

XIIL 

Robeepierre  was  ignorant  of  this  defection  of  La  Flaine, 
and  relied  implicitly  on  these  men,  until  now  so  passive  in 
his  hands.  "I  have  no  further  hope  from  La  Montague," 
he  said,  at  daybreak,  to  his  friends  who  surrounded  him, 
enumerating  his  probabiUtiea  of  triumph.  "  They  see  in 
me  a  tynuit  from  whom  they  would  deliver  themselves, 
because  I  would  be  a  moderator ;  but  the  mass  of  the  Gmi- 
vention  is  with  me." 

Dayli^t  surprised  him  under  this  iHusion,  and  he  saw 
it  arrive  with  confidence.  The  Jacobins  presaged  and 
prepared  his  success.  Coffinhal  secured  the  faubourgs; 
Henriot  harangued  the  Commune;  Payan  convoked  the 
members  of  the  municipality  to  a  permanent  union ;  Hen- 
riot,  followed  by  his  aide-de-camp,  and  already  on  horse- 
back, in  spite  of  the  drunkenness  of  the  previous  ni^t, 
rode  up  and  down  the  streets  adjacent  to  the  Hdtel-de- 
Ville,  and  placed  batteries  of  cannon  on  the  bridges  and 
the  Place  du  Carrousel.  The  deputies,  fatigued  vrith  a 
long  night,  and  uncertain  of  the  events  of  the  day,  betook 
themselves  to  their  posts  from  all  quartei-s.  The  people, 
out  of  work  and  resdese,  were  stirring  in  the  streets,  fully 
expecting  some  great  event.     Eobespierce  allowed  himself 
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to  be  waited  {or  in  the  Convention.  There  was  a  report 
that,  bumiliated  at  ihe  skiing  of  the  previous  evening,  he 
refused  any  further  contest  in  the  tribune,  and  would  only 
return  lo  the  Coavention,  weapons  in  hand,  atid  at  the  head 
of  an  insurrection.  Hiu  presence  with  Couthon  and  SaioC- 
Just  diaiiipaled  theae  reports, 

Robespierre,  attired  vntb  tnore  care  than  usual,  advanced 
with  slow  step,  assured  countenance,  and  biild  front.  The 
certainty  of  success  was  evident  in  his  glance.  He  seated 
himself  without  a  gesture,  smile,  or  look  at  any  one.  Cou- 
thon, Lebas,  Saint-Just,  and  young  Robespierre,  expressed, 
by  their  demeanor,  the  same  resolution.  They,  toolc  the 
attitude  of  neither  men  accused  or  predominent ;  but  still 
rather  as  colleagues  and  equals.  The  leaders  of  La  Plaine  - 
airived  last,  having  been  with  the  chiefs  of  La  Muntagne 
in  the  lobbies  before  they  appeared.  These  men  of  the  twa 
parses,  separated  until  now  by  homir  and  mutual  cootemptv 
shook  hands,  and  made  signals  of  intelligence  to  each  other. 
Bourdon  de  I'Oise  meeting  Purand-Maillane  in  the  gallery 
entrance  of  the  chamber,  exclaimed,  "  Worthy  men,  those 
on  the  right  side."  Tallien  was  every  where  accosting 
each  doubtful  representative  iu  the  Chamber  of  Liberty, 
from  which  the  cbamber  was  visible.  Some  he  roused ; 
others  he  alarmed.  He  declared  the  measures  combined 
and  the  results  certain.  He  inspired  all  with  bis  own  feel- 
ing, whon  suddenly  seeing  Saint-Just  about  to  speak,  he 
said,  "  Let  ua  go  in — Saint-Just  is  in  the  tribune ;  we  must 
bring  this  to  a  conclusion;"  and  he  resumed  his  seat  with 
great  precipitation. 

XIV. 
Saint-Juat  began  to  speak  amid  the  subsiding  murmura 
of  an  assembly  just  met;  his  speech,  cut  sfiort  by  death, 
was  covered  with  erasures,  and  it  was  evident,  from  the 
numerous  coiTectiona.  how  often  he  had  written  and  re- 
written it,  and  how  often  reflection  had  succeeded  indigna- 
tion. His  language  was  an  enigma,  of  which  the  key  was 
the  death  of  Robespierre's  enemies ;  but  which  he  wished 
to  be  decreed  by  the  Convention.  Saint-Juat  alluded  to 
the  jealousy  of  some  members  of  the  Convention  against 
another  raomber  as  the  exciting  cause  <jf  the  disturbances 
felt  by  the  government.  He  spoke  of  tbe  abysses  into  which 
certain  persona  would  precipitate  iha  republic,  the  perils 
to  which  bis  own  frankness  exposed  bim,  the  courage  re- 
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qaisite  to  brave  tbem,  sad  tfa«  little  regret  he  alionld  feel  al 
quitting  a  world  in  which  it  was  neceaiBiy  to  be  the  silent 
witDsM  and  accoinplice  of  eril.  He  defeiided  himself  from 
tbe  nupicioii  of  flattering  Robespierre,  and  declared  that 
he  only  aided  with  him  because  his  was  tbe  party  of  virtiie. 

"  Collot  and  Billsud,"  said  ho,  "  have  for  some  time  past 
taken  little  share  in  our  discussiem,  and  appear  intent  on 
their  own  private  projects.  Billaud  only  ^eaks  or  remains 
silent  as  be  is  swayed  by  his  hatred  against  thoee  men  whose 
deatruction  he  eamestty  desires.  He  closes  his  eyes  and 
affects  to  sleep,  and  agitvion  has  takea-tbe  place  of  this 
tacitaroity  for  the  last  few  days.  He  bewtates,  becomes 
irritated,  end  recalls  what  he  has  said.  He  terms  a  man 
■when  be  is  abseut  Pisistratus;  when  he  is  presmit,  his 
friend.  He  is  wlent,  pale,  and  catewoni.  Tnitli  has  so 
share  in  his  policy.  Pride,"  added  he,  "  alone  gives  birth  to 
ikctioa,  and  it  is  by  faction  that  governments  perish.  If 
virtue  did  not  sometimes  wield  the  thunder,  reasMi  would 
saceumb  to  force.  Virtue  is  only  recognized  after  its  death, 
and  a  century  elapsed  betiire  mankind  wept  overtbetombs  of 
the  Qracchi  and  Sidney.  '  Renown  is  but  an  empty  sound,' " 
added  he.  "  Listen  to  past  ages — yon  will  bear  nothing; 
and  thoee  who  in  future  ages  shall  wander  by  our  fiineial 
urns  will  hear  nothing  more. 

"If  you  do  not  resume  yonrempire  over  faction,  if  you  do 
not  concentrate  in  yourselves  the  supreme  power,  we  must 
quit  a  world  where  innocence  no  longer  finds  security  in 
cides.  We  must  fly  to  the  deserts  to  find  freedom  and 
friends  among  wild  lieasts.  We  must  leave  a  land  in 
which  men  no  longer  possess  the  energy  of  crime  or  virtue .' 

"  When  I  returned  the  last  time  from  the  armies  I  no 
touger  recognized  the  faces  of  those  I  had  known,  while  the 
deliberations  of  the  committees  weie  assigned  to  two  or 
three  men.  As  I  could  not  approve  of  evil,  I  explaineo 
myself  to  the  committees.  '  Citizens ! '  I  said, '  I  feel  a  ainistet 
presentiment,  all  is  bidden  &om  me;  but  I  will  watch,  and 
every  thing  that  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  pure  affection 
for  the  people  and  tbe  republic  shall  ncur  my  hate.'  I  an- 
nounced, that  if  I  undertook  the  report  they  wiahei)  to  charge 
me  with,  I  should  go  to  the  source.  Collot  end  KJIaud 
insinuated  that  in  this  report  I  should  not  allude  to  the 
Supreme  B^ng  and  tbe  immortality  of  the  soul;  they  had 
rec4xisidered  these  ideas  and  blushed  at  the  Divinity."  After 
different  iodireot,  yet  strong  allusions  to  the  enemies  <tf 
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Aobespierre,  Saint-Jnat  conclndod :  "  The  ra&n-aemod  by 
the  moat  unjust  treatment  from  the  committees  row  justifies 
faimself  to  you.  He  does  not,  it  is  tni«,  explain  himself 
clearly;  but  the  bitterness  of  his  feelings  must,  io  some 
measore,  excuse  him.  He  is  termed  the  tyrant  of  opinion, 
and  his  eloquence  is  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime.  What 
exclusive  right  do  you  possess  orer  opinion— you  who  find 
tyranny  in  the  art  of  conrincing  and  touching  the  hearts 
o[  men  t  What  prevents  you  trom  disputing  the  esteem 
af<  tite  country— you  who  are  indignant  that  it  should  be 
won  t  Can  there  be  a  more  innocent  or  amore  disiaterest- 
ed  triumph  1  Cato  would  have  driven  &oia  Rome  the  un- 
worthy citizen  who  used  siniilar  language.  Thus  jealous 
mediociity  would  fain  lead  genius  to  the  scaffold.  Yet 
did  you  ever  behold  orators  while  kings  swayed  the  scep- 
ter }  No  !  silence  reigns  around  thrones.  Persuasion  is 
the  soul  of  free  nations.  Slay  the  most  eloquent,  and  you 
will  soon  have  to  crown  the  most  envious.  Robespierre 
did  not  sufficiently  explain  himself  yesterday.  A  plan  had 
been  {(>mied  of  usurping  power  by  putting  Beverat  mem- 
bere  of  the  committees  to  death.  Billaud-Varennes  and 
Collot  are  the  guilty  men.  I  do  not  content  myself  with 
naming  them,  but  I  accuse  them.  I  desire  that  tbey  may 
justify  themselves,  and  learn  more  wisdom  for  the  future." 

It  m  plain  that  this  speech  insinuated  death,  though  it  did 
not  command  it.  Saint-Just,  following  the  example  of  bis 
leader,  only  wished  to  display  the  sword,  and  point  out  the 
victims  ;  for  he  relied  on  the  terror  and  the  servility  of  the 
Convention  to  strike  with  the  steel  thode  it  bad  already 
■truck  at  by  suspicion. 

XV. 

Satnt-Jast  was  not  destined  to  conclude  his  allusion. 
Scarcely  had  be  mounted  the  tribune  and  uttered  a  few 
words,  than  Tallten,  unable  to  restrain  bis  impatience,  row 
and  demanded  to  be  heard. 

Collot-d'Herbois,  who  feared  the  ascendency  of  Saint 
JuM,  hastened  to  comply  with  bis  demand. 

"Citizens  I"  said  Tallien,  "  SaintJuat  has  told  you  b« 
belongs  to  no  faction  :  I  tell  you  the  same ;  and  it  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  utter  the  language  of  truth.  3ut  yesMi^ 
day  a  member  of  the  government  severed  himself  from  it, 
and  (Dade  a  speech  in  his  own  name ;  to>day  a  fresh  exam- 
ple uuson.    By  these  meamtbe  misfbituiMa<^  the  ooontiy 
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•»  a^UTated,  and  it  n  predpitated  into  the  abyss.  1  de> 
mBDd  that  tfafl  Tail  be  entirely  reut  aHunder." 

Loud  and  prolonged  applause  told  TalEea  that  his  anger 
fijund  an  echo  in  the  Convention. 

Billaud-Varennes  rose,  bearing  a  more  pale  and  gloomy 
expression  tban  usual.  "  Yesterday,"  said  he,  in  a  voice 
Inntuloas  with  indignation,  "  tbe  meeting  of  the  Jacobins 
was  filled  with  satellites,  and  the  intention  of  massacriag 
tlie  Convention  was  openly  declai-ed." 

A  cry  of  horror  interrupted  Billaud,  when,  pointing  to- 
ward La  Montagne,  he  exclaimed,  "  I  behold  on  Lh  Mon- 
tu[ne  one  of  those  men  who  threatened  the  t'ept'esentatives 
of  the  people."  "  Arrest  hiia  !  arrest  him  !"  was  the  ciyj 
and  the  hwtiert  seized  him,  and  dragged  bim  out  of  the 
chamber. 

"  The  time  has  arrired  to  reveal  the  whole  troth,"  con- 
dnuod  Billaud.  "  After  what  has  occurred,  1  am  surprised 
to  see  Sunt-Just  in  the  tribune.  He  had  promised  the 
committees  to  show  them  his  report  The  Assembly  will 
not  conceal  from  itself  that  it  is  between  two  perils,  and 
tfaat  if  it  be  irresolute  all  is  lost." 

"  No,  no  !"  exclaimed  all  the  deputies,  rising  and  wanng 
their  hats  in  the  air,  and  uttering  cries  of  "  Vive  la  CmtvtK- 
tioM  I     Viee  la  Onaite  de  SaJut  Public  I" 

"  And  I  also,"  continued  Billaud,  "  demand  that  all  the 
members  should  explain  themselves  in  this  asseiobly.  A 
man  b  strongly  armed  when  he  has  on  his  side  justice, 
truth,  and  the  rights  of  the  people.  You  will  shudder  when 
you  learn  the  siluation  in  which  you  are  placed — when  you 
loam  that  the  command  of  the  armed  force  is  intrusted  to 
parricide  hands,  and  that  HenHot  has  been  denounced  to 
the  committee  as  the  accomplice  of  the  conspirators.  You 
will  shudder  when  you  know  that  there  is  a  man  here  (he 
glanced,  as  he  spoke,  at  Robespierre),  who,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  send  the  represent atives  of  the  people  iaco  the 
departments,  could  not  find  twenty  memhere  of  the  Con- 
vention who  were  in  his  eyes  worthy  of  being  intrusted  with 
this  mission."  At  these  words  a  murmur  of  indignation  ran 
through  the  assembly. 

"  When  Robespierre  told  you  that  he  separated  himself 
froRi  the  committee  because  he  was  oppressed,"  ccotinued 
Billaud,  "he  carefully  concealed  the  real  facta  from  you. 
Ho  did  not  tell  you  it  was  because,  after  having  for  six 
months  ruled  the  committee,  he  encountered  i 
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the  moment  when  ho  wished  lo  carry  into  efl«ct  the  decre« 
of  the  22(1  Piairiai ;  this  decree,  which,  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  man  he  had  selected,  might  have  been  fatal  to  the 
patriots." 

An  outbreak  of  terror  and  indignation  again  intermpted. 
Billaod.  "  Yes,"  continued  he,  "  know  that  the  president 
of  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  proposed  openly  yesterday 
at  the  Jacobins,  to  expel  from  the  Convention  the  members 
marked  for  destruction.  But  the  people  is  there."  "Yes, 
ves,"  exclaimed  the  spectators  in  the  tribunes,  placed  there 
Dy  Tidlien.  "  The  patriots  will  die  to  save  the  representa- 
tives. I  repeat  it,  we  will  all  die  firet.  There  is  not  a 
single  representative  who  would  live  under  the  yoke  of  a 
^rant."     "No;  death  to  tyrants!"  was  the  reply. 

Billaud  proceeded:  "The  men  who  unceasingly  speak 
of  juslice  and  virtue,  are  the  first  to  trample  them  beneath 
their  feet.  I  demanded  the  arrest  of  a  secretary  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  who  had  robbed  the  nation, 
and  Robeapieire  was  the  only  one  who  protected  him." 
New  clamoitf  burst  ibrth  against  the  alleged  protector  of 
tbefi. 

"  And  it  is  he  who  accuses  us,"  cried  Billaud.  "  What ! 
men  who  belong  to  no  party,  who  pass  their  days  and 
nights  at  the  committees,  who  eosure  victory  by  their  foie- 
thought,"— (here  all  eyes  wore  turned  toward  Camot) — 
"  are  called  conspirators  I  Those,  then,  who  abandoned 
Hubert,  when  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  support  him,  are 
doubtless  virtuous  citizens  I 

"  When  I  denounced  Danton  for  the  first  time,"  added 
the  speaker,  "  Robespierre  flew  into  the  most  violent  rage, 
saying,  I  wished  to  destroy  the  beet  patriots." 

La  MoDtagne  and  the  former  friends  of  Danton  appeared 
astonished  at  this  exculpation  of  Robespierre  from  die 
mouth  of  his  accuser. 

"But  the  gulf  yawns  at  your  feet ;  we  must  fill  it  with 
our  bodies  or  else  precipitate  the  traitors  into  it."  Loud 
and  prolonged  applause  followed  Billaud  to  bis  seat. 

ZVI. 
Robespierre,  pale,  and  excited,  ascended  the  tribune 
amidst  criesof  "  J  hat  U  tyranl"  fiwm  La  Montagne; 
when  Taliien,  pushiDC  him  aside,  spoke  amid  a  dead  si- 
lence. "  Just  now  I  demanded  that  the  curtain  should  be 
withdrawn ;  it  is  so :  the  coBspiraton  btb  tuunuked,  kdA 
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libertj  win  triampb.  Up  to  tbia  montent  I  bad  prcti  lul 
utter  silence,  becauBO  I  wu  awqre  that  the  tyrant  had  made 
a  list  of  proacripdoDB.  But  I  ytaa  preaent  at  the  sttings  of 
,the  JacobiDB.  I  beheld  the  formation  of  the  army  of  this 
■econd  Cromwell,  and  I  armed  myself  with  this  poignard, 
with  wbich  to  pierce  hia  heart,  if  Uie  National  Conveuioii 
had  not  the  courage  to  order  his  aireet." 

With  these  wwda  Tsllien  draw  a  dagger  from  benealh 
bit  coat,  and  held  it  to  Robespierre's  breast :  the  lauer  re- 
ceded, but  did  not  abandon  the  tribune  to  his  riraL 

"  But  we  republicans,"  connnoed  Tallien, ' 


republi 
openly  beiore.tbe  French  nation.  No,  although  such 
le  hope  of  hi*  partisanfl,  there  will  be  no  Slot  ^  Hay: 
proBcriptifMi.     National  justice  alone  win  punish  ^e 


"  I  demand  that  Heniiot  be  arrested,  that  he  may  not 
urge  bis  troops  to  any  overt  act  against  the  Conrention,  and 
that  we  also  iweotiBider  the  decree  of  the  23d  Frurial, 
which  we  passed  at.  the  motion  of  the  man  who  occupies 
our  attention."  Tallielt  seemed  unwilling  to  pronounce 
dte  name  of  Robespieire.  "We  are  not  mod«ret,"  con- 
tinued he ;  "  but  we  do  not  wish  to  eonfonnd  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty.  But  yesterday  an  old  representatire  of 
the  people  wsa  insulted.  -  I  call  on  all  the  friends  of  liber- 
ty, on  ail  the  ancieut  Jacobins  and  the  republican  jounf 
ijists,  to  aid  us  in  saving  liberty.  I  should  have  gone 
bddly  to  the  scaSbld,  because  I  felt  that  the  day  would 
come  when  my  ashes  would  be  collected  with  the  bonon 
due  to  a  patriot  slain  by  a  tjrrant  The  man  wbo  is  now 
by  my  side  is  a  new  C&uline,  and  hia  followers  new  Verres. 
Aobespierre  wished  to  isolate  and  attack  us  one  after  an- 
other, m  order  to  remain  with  the  degraded  and  vicious 
creatures  with  whom  he  associates.  I  demand  that  we  sit 
permanently  until  the  sword  of  the  law  has  assured  the 
safety  of  the  republic,  and  destroyed  his  satellites." 

XVII. 
Tallien's  motion  was  carried,  without  a  dissenting  voioe. 
Billaud-Varennes  added  to  the  list  of  those  whose  arrest 
was  ordered,  the  name  of  Dumas,  vice-preaident  of  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal  ;  and  Delmsa  all  the  staff  of  Hen 
riot.  Robespierre  again  endeavored  to  be  heard,  but  hb 
v<Nce  was  drowned  by  cries  <^"  A  ha$  le  tgroM  /"  and  cafia 
fiw  BairtM,  who  sMMided  tbe  tnboitaL    <■  AtteaspH  an 
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made,"  uid  be,  "to  excite  tbe  people  sod  Mice  on  tba 
■laUoDal  power,  under  &Tor  of  a  preairanged  criris.  Unti] 
we  raiute  the  statements  of  Robespierre,  we  propoae  meu- 
urea  which  public  tranquilliiy  requires,  rhese  meunrat 
■re  tbe  auppreaaton  of  the  commander  of  the  armed  force 
«ad  hia  itao."  Barrdre  proposed  to  anuaunce  this  br  a 
piDclamadoo.  "CitizeDS,''  this  proclamatioii  begKn,  "lib- 
erty ia  lost,  if  we  weigh  a  few  men  agatntt  tbe  coantiy ; 
the  reTolutionary  rOTemment  is  attacked ;  and  if  yoa  do 
not  rally  around  the  national  representalives,  the  people 
will  be  exposed  to  the  utmost  vengeance  of  tyranta. 

The  <^iiiioa  of  Barr6re  decided  all  who  had  faitbertn 
hesitated,  and  tbe  proclamation  was  adopted.  Robespiene 
temaioed  moaonleee  at  the  tribune,  his  arms  folded,  fats  lips 
contracted,  and  his  features  wM-lcing  with  excitemeot,  whue 
tbe  expreeuou  of  his  face  changed  fiom  impatience  to  res- 
ignation, from  indignation  to  contempL 

Tbe  aged  Vadier,  the  president  of  tbe  Commtelee  of 
Safety,  next  ascended  the  tribune.  "  Until  the  S8d  Prai* 
riaV*  Mid  he,  "  my  eyes  were  not  opened  to  tbe  real  cbar- 
BCter  of  this  crafiy  petsonage,  who  has  worn  every  mask, 
and  who,  when  he  could  no  longer  shield  his  creatures, 
himself  sent  them  to  the  soaffbld!  Kvery  one  knows  be 
openly  defended  Basiie,  Chabot,  Camille  Desmoulios,  and 
Danton ;  the  tyrants— such  is  the  name  I  give  him—wished 
to  divide  the  two  committees.  Do  you  know  why  be  bad 
priumpally  marked  me  t  Because  I  hmi  drawn  up  a  re- 
port taat  displeased  him.  Beneath  tbe  mutress  of  the 
mother  of  G}^,  Catherine  Th6os,  there  was  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Robespierre,  announcing  that  bis  mission  was 
foretold,  and  that  be  would  eatabUsh  a  religion  without 
priests,  and  be  the  pontiff  of  a  new  faith-" 

Robespierre  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  Vadier  con- 
tinued: "  According  to  himself,  he  is  the  mily  defender  of 
liberty.  His  eternal  note  is,  /  am  oppnued — /  ean  not 
obtam  a  hearing  i  and  yet  be  is  the  only  one  who  speaks, 
and  every  word  is  an  oraer.  He  says  loch  a  one  conspires 
u;unst  me,  tberefbre  he  conspires  against  the  republic. 
Every  deputy  is  followed  by  his  spies ;  and  I  was  pursued 
to  the  very  taUe  wbere  I  dined." 

Vadier  prolonged  dua  poitnit  too  much:  reflecbon 
audit  avert  the  blow.  Tafiiea  felt  this,  and  wcclaimed— . 
-I  demand  thv  ^ammm  b*  bnM{^  baok  to  tbs  vei^ 
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ing,  but  bis  voice  was  sgaia  drowned  amid  tlie  clsniors  of 
tbff  MoDtagoe  :  and  Tallien  again  spoks ;  ".  Let  ns  abandon 
thMe  individual  accusations,"  said  lie ;  "  there  ie  not  one  of 
OS  who  coald  not  lay  Bome  act  of  tyranny  to  h'w  cfaarge ;  bnt 
it  ii  to  tlie  speech  he  made  yesterday  at  the  Jacobins  I 
direct  you,  for  it  is  there  that  the  tyrant  unmasks  hinisulf; 
there  that  I  wish  to  strike  at  him.  This  man  who  vaunts 
his  virtue  and  patriotism  at  the  epoch  of  the  10th  of  Au^st, 
did  not  sppear  until  three  days  afler  the  Revolution ;  diis 
man,  who  should  have  been  the  defender  of  riie  oppressed 
in  ttie  coRnnittees,  has  abandoned  them  for  six  weeks,  to 
return  and  calumniate  tbem  at  the  moment  when  they 
uved  the  country ;  and  if  J  wished  to  retrace  all  the  acta 
of  oppression  which  have  taken  place,  I  could  prove  they 
bappeoed  daring  tb»  time  Robespierre  was  at  Uie  head  of 
the  police." 

Robespierre  rushed  forward.     "  It  is  false,"  excliumod 

be,  stretching  forth  his  hand  j  "  I "     The  tumult  again 

T>revented  him  from  being  heard,  and  deprived  him  even 
jf  his  couraea.  More  irritated  at  the  injustice  of  his  fnes 
than  alarmed  at  tiieir  number,  ho  quitted  the  tribune,  as- 
cended the  steps  of  La  Montagne,  and  rushing  among  hie 
former  fneods,  appealed  to  them,  reproached  them  with 
dieir  defection,  entreating  them  to  give  him  a  hearing. 
They  all  turned  away  their  heads.  "  Withdraw  from  those 
benchea,  where  the  shades  of  Danton  and  Gamillb  Des- 
mouUns  repulse  thee,"  exclaimed  the  Montagnards.  "Is 
it  Danton,  then,  you  would  avenge  V  asked  Robespierre, 
as  though  overcome  by  astonishment  and  remorse.  The 
benches  falling  was  the  Mily  reply  of  the  Montagnards. 
He  descended  again  to  the  center,  and  addressing  the 
relics  of  the  Girondists  with  suppliant  air,  he  said,  "  Well, 
it  is  from  yoii,  pure  men,  that  I  demand  asylom,  and  not 
from  these  wretches;"  and  he  pointed  to  Fouche,  Bourdon, 
Legendre,  &c.,  as  he  seated  himself  on  an  unoccupied 
bench.  "  Wretch,"  exclaimed  the  Girondists,  "  that  waa 
Vergniaud'a  seat!"  At  the  name  of  Yergniaud,  Robes- 
pierre arose,  and  went  away  hurriedly. 

Rejected  by  all  parties,  he  a*gB(n  took  refuge  in  the  tri- 
bune, and  addressing  the  president  in  an  angry  tone,  cried, 
in  a  voice  which  iaiiud  him,  for  the  last  time.  "  President 
of  annnnninn !  Vrill  you  hear  mo  1"  "  In  your  luni,"  answer- 
ed llmriot,  to  whom  Gollot  d'Hetbois  had  reaigned  th« 
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chair.  "  No !  no  !  no !"  shouted  ihe  conspiratnra,  resolvecl 
to  Btrike  without  a  hearing.  The  tumult  overwiieimed  him 
— nothing  could  bo  heard  hut  the  uproarof  voices,  nor  seen 
but  gestures,  alternately  threatening  and  suppliant.  Rohes- 
piflire'a  voice  became  hoaraer,  and  finally  extinct.  "  Dan- 
ton's  blood  stifles  thee,"  shouted  Gamier  de  1'Aube,  the 
fiiend  and  fenow-couDtryman  of  Danton.  This  was  the 
fini^iug  blow  for  Kobeepierre. 

The  hitherto  unheard  Toice  of  an  obscure  repreaeotative, 
named  Louchet,  at  last  uttered  the  words  on  every  lip,  but 
which  none  had  dared  to  pronounce.  "  1  demand,"  ex- 
claimed Louchet,  "  the  aiTest  of  Robespierre." 

ZVIII. 

80  momentous  a  resolution,  the  danger  from  withont, 
long  respect,  for  a  inoment  paralyzed  the  Convention.  Il 
appeared  as  though  they  were  about  assailing,  in  the  per 
son  of  Robespierre,  the  majesty  and  divinity  of  the  people. 
Silence  precedes  explosion.  The  Assembly  hesitated.  The 
conspirators  felt  the  danger.  Some  bauds  on  the  benches 
of  La  Moutagne  gave  the  signal  for  applauding  the  propo- 
sal of  Louchet.  These  applauses  were  prolonged  and  in- 
creased, until  they  burst  forth  into  general  applause. 

At  this  moment  a  young  man  arose,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  his  colleagues  to  keep  him  down.  Il  was  young  Robes- 
pierre, innocent,  esteemed,  pure  from  crimes  and  the  tyr- 
anny repi-oached  to  his  blood.  "  I  am  as  guilty  as  my 
brother,"  he  said,  with  a  look  which  disdained  entreatr 
and  refused  indulgence  ;  "  I  have  shared  his  virtues,  I  wiU 
share  his  fate."  Some  exclamations  of  admiration  and  pity 
responded  to  this  fraternal  devotion.  The  mass,  indifierent 
or  impatient,  accepted  the  sacrifice  without  even  honoring 
it  with  attention. 

Robespierre  endeavored  again  to  speak,  not  for  himself, 
but  for  bis  brother :  "  I  accept  my  condemnation ;  I  have 
deserved  your  hatred  ;  but,  crime  or  virtue,  he  ia  not  guilty 
of  that  which  you  strike  in  me."  A  noise  of  trampling  of 
ifeet  and  sullen  murmurs  replied  to  him.  In  vain  did  he 
turn,  now  toward  the  president,  now  to  La  Montagne,  now 
to  La  Plaine,  to  obtain  the  right  of  defending  his  brother. 
They  were  afraid  of  his  voice,  mistruated  all  emotion,  and 
shrank  from  the  voice  of  nature.  "  PreHident."  cried  Duval, 
"  shall  it  be  said  that  one  man  is  master  of  the  Convontitm  1" 
"  He  has  bevn  bo  too  Irog  I"  shoiued  niotbcr.    "  Oh,  mW 
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difficult  it  is  to  strike  down  a  tyrant!"  shoated  Frirou, 
moving  bia  urn  u  if  he  were  driving  an  ax  iota  the  trank 
of  a  tree.  This  phrase  seemed  to  root  out  Robeapterre 
from  the  tribune,  and  thrust  him  forth  from  the  Convention. 
"Divide — divide!  arrest — arreat"  This  general  exclBma- 
tion  appeared  to  overcome  the  feigned  forbearance  of  the 
prandent.  The  arrest  was  voted  UDanimously.  All  the 
members  rose,  and  cried  "Vipe  la  Repi^Uqtie !"  "The 
repttbhel"  exclaimed  Robespierre,  iroaicel1]r,  "it  is  de~ 
strayed,  jbr  scoundrels  triumph  I"  and  he  descended  from 
the  tribune  with  folded  arms. 

Lebas,  seated  beside  young  Robespierre,  roae  also,  and 
nobly  stood  apart  from  the  proscribers  of  his  friend :  "  I 
will  not  share  the  opprobrium  of  thig  decree :  I  demand  the 
arrest  of  myself"  The  sentence  of  death  Lebas  asked  was 
accorded  to  him ;  and  he  was  included  in  the  warrant  of 
trrest  of  the  two  Robespierre*,  Gouthon,  and  Saint-Just. 
Ban^re,  the  impassive  and  mechanical  instrument  of  the 
Coovention,  drew  up  in  haste  the  warrants  gainst  his  col* 
leanies  of  the  previous  evening. 

While  Ban^re  was  writing,  "  Citizens  I"  exclairaed  Fr6- 
roo,  in  (mder  that  the  anger  of  tbe  Convention  might  not 
doze,  "  it  is  now  that  the  country  and  liberty  will  come 
forth  from  their  ruins  I  There  has  been  an  attempt  to  &rm 
a  triumvirate,  which  would  have  recalled  the  prcMcriptions 
ofSyllal  TbesetriumvirB,RobeBpierre,Couthon,and  saint- 
Jnst,  would  have  made  of  our  oodies  so  many  steps  for 
moDDtiug  to  the  throne  I"  "  I  aspire  to  a  throne  I"  replied 
Coutbon,  with  melancholy  irony,  raising  die  cloak  irtuch 
covered  his  knees,  and  pointing  to  his  powerless  leg*.  Col- 
lot  reasaumed  the  preaideut's  choir.  "  Citizens,"  said'  he, 
"  you  have  just  saved  the  country.  The  country,  rent  to 
pieces,  has  not  appealed  to  you  in  vain.  Tbey  say  that  it 
was  necessary  to  renew  a|^st  you  a  31st  of  May  J"  "You 
have  lied  I"  cried  Robespierre,  from  the  foot  of  the  tribune. 
At  this  the  Convention  affected  to  be  insulted ;  and  the 
shouts  from  La  Montagne  redoubled.  They  inusted  on 
having  the  accosed  placed  at  the  bar.  Robespierre  advanced 
toward  it  like  a  combatant  still  heated  by  the  strnggle; 
Saint  JuHt,  like  a  disdple,  proud  of  sharing  his  master's 
fate ;  Couthon,  like  a  victim  already  mutilated  ;  the  two 
Others,  like  innocent  men,  who  voluntarily  accept  the  penalty 
of  their  criiaa  that  they  may  not  disavow  their  doctrines  and 
tbvirfiiMids.     Thma,  mute  and  degradadfitnntlnir  rank  of 
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raprasentBti'TOs,  they  forcail  them  to  hear,  beneath  the  gaee 
of  the  tribimes,  lengthened  declamations  of  Coltot  d'Herimte, 
and  the  contrnttnlations  which  their  fall  extracted  from  their 
adulaton  <a  the  previous  eveninga.  At  three  o'clock  the 
eitting-  adjourned,  and  geiu  ^armet  led  the  accused  acrosa 
the  Place  de  Carrousel  to  the  Hfitel'de-Biionne,  where 
[he  Committee  of  General  Safety  was  aittiDg.  A  crowd 
of  deputies  and  looker»-oD  crowded  round  to  gaze  od  this 
laat  sport  of  fortune.  The  two  Robespierres,  arm-in-arm,  in 
token  of  their  individual  attachment  in  life  or  death,  walked 
fbreinost,  Saint-Just  and  Lebas  followed,  calm  and  sor- 
rewM.  Two  g*ni  eCarm«t  carried  Coutbon  in  an  arm- 
chur.  Sarcasms,  shoals  of  lau^ter,  and  maledictiona  fot 
lowed  them. 

XIX. 

At  the  same  moment,  a  procession  of  carta,  containing 
forty-fiTS  Tietbns,  left  die  conrt-yard  of  the  palace,  and  was 
adTanctag  towntd  the  Rue  Saint  Antoine  tp  the  scaffold. 
Some  fiiends  of  the  condemned,  and  some  generous  citi- 
zens, learning  that  the  CmiTeiuion  was  at  JMue,  and  belier- 
ing  that  mercy  would  spring  &om  tyranny  destroyed,  rushed 
after  the  caits  with  cries  of  "  Pardon,"  re-echoed  by  the 
people.  Henriot,  for  whom  the  continuation  of  the  terror 
was  the  sign  of  powar,  mounted  on  horseback,  with  a  troop 
of  satelHtes  di^tenad  die  conpasnonate  citisena  wid)  strokM 
of  the  saber,  and  the  execotiaas  were  completed. 

The  pTOTiouB  erening,  wxty-iwo  heads  had  fallen  between 
Robespterre'a  first  harangue  and  his  fall.  Of  ibis  nnmbor 
was  that  of  Roucber,  author  of  Let  Mcit  (the  ftlonths), 
AoM  French  Fasti ;  and  that  of  the  young  poet,  Aiidr6 
Cb^tiier,  then  the  hope,  and  afterward  the  eveilB^ing  re- 
gret, of  Fi«Dch  Foesy.  These  two  poets  were  seated  aide 
bj  ade  on  the  same  bench,  tbeir  hands  ftstened  behind 
their  hacks.  They  coBTersed  serendy  of  another  world, 
disdainfully  of  that  Atef  were  leaying ;  they  turned  away 
tbmr  eyas  from  the  troop  of  slaves,  and  recited  Terses  as 
immortai  as  their  memories.  They  evinced  the  firmnesa 
of  Socntei.  Andr6  Ch6nier  when  on  the  scafibld,  striking 
his  head  against  one  of  the  posts  of  the  guillotine,  said,  "  It 
is  a  pity,  for  I  had  somwhing  Awe."  Solo,  but  touching  re- 
proMb  to  destiny,  which  complains  not  of  life,  but  of  g^ 
tits,  cut  off  before  its  ttmo.  The  pumshment  completed, 
Hmiot,  reMmvd  widi  slow  steps  and  as  a  eonqoewr. 
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through  the  faubourg.  France,  like  the  crazed  Ophelia  of 
Shakspeare,  tore  from  her  brow  and  cut  into  the  blood  at 
ber  feet  the  brightest  omamentB  of  her  crown. 


BOOK  LXL 


I. 

Thb  moment  was  dsngeroua  and  critical,  the  two  govent^ 
meat  committees  had  remained  at  the  Tnileriee  duriug  the 
BUBpension  of  the  sitting  of  the  ConTention ;  this  suspen- 
aioD  was  a  great  risk  to  the  Conveatioti,  whose  only  Btreu^ 
consisted  in  itself.  To  bestow  one  minute  on  reSection, 
was  to  permit  the  return  of  tyranny.  Courage  in  a  politi- 
cal body  is  merely  a  paroxysm  of  feeling,  and  the  conspira- 
tors against  Bobespierre,  uneasy  at  the  caprices  and  irres- 
olute counselsof  an  assembly  whose  strength  was  quite 
exhausted,  preferred  the  danger  of  acting  alone,  to  that  of 
counseling  the  Convention  upon  every  measure  that  might 
seem  to  require   _ 

After  undergoing  a  short  examination  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  General  Safety,  Robespierre  had  been  sent  to 
the  Luxembourg,  his  brtrther  to  St.  Lazare,  Saint-Jusl  to 
theEcossais,  LebBstoLaForce,andCuutfaontoI.a  Bourbe. 
Small  escorts  of  gent  d'arma  were  sent  to  convey  the  pris- 
Dners  to  their  respective  destinabons;  but  at  no  prison 
was  the  accused  individual  received  within  the  walla. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  jailers  were  so  awe-strucli  st 
heating  the  distinguished  names  of  those  mnsigned  to  their 
care,  that  they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  thrust  those 
into  a  dungeon  who  bad  the  day  before  been  their  rulers 
and  masters.  But  the  cell  whieb  had  contained  Canton 
might  also  receive  Robespierre ;  and  if  even  the  name  of 
that  person  caused  the  jailer  of  tbe  Laxembourg  to  heutate 
in  tbe  discharge  of  his  duty,  those  of  Robespierre  the 
younger,  L6bas,  Saint-Just,  and  Couthon,  possessed  not 
the  same  prestige ;  and  how  came  it  to  pass  that  the  jail- 
ers of  so  many  different  prisons,  situated  at  the  opposite 
extremities  of  Paris,  who  periled  their  lives  by  acting  in 
disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  committee,  should  simul- 
taneously be  seized  with  the  same  profound  respect  at  the 
sight  of  prisoners  differing  so  muck  from  one  another  1 
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The  secret  of  this  mystery  is  to  be  found  in  the  rash  yet 
craity  policy  uf  those  who  directed  the  whole  affair.  Men 
of  that  day  assert  that  the  committee,  inSueaced  by  the 
euggestiune  of  fear  and  hatred,  foresaw  that  the  Revolu- 
tioaary  Tribunal,  devoted  to  Robespierre,  would  bo  Bure 
to  declare  him  and  his  awociatee  innocent  of  the  charges 
laid  to  them.  To  change  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  was 
a  measure  not  to  bo  hastily  accomplished  ;  and  even  if  that 
body  were  entirely  altered,  the  affair  would  atill  be  long 
and  terrible.  Again,  the  people,  asserobled  fur  days  in 
dense  masses  around  the  tribunal,  would  not  permit  the 
great  accused  to  be  torn  from  them.  There  was  an  entire 
absence  of  any  serious  cause  of  complaint  or  real  charge 
against  Robespierre,  and  were  he  to  return  to  the  Con- 
vention exonerated  from  blame,  and  declared  innocent,  he 
would,  like  Marat,  resume  his  place  in  that  assembly,  not 
as  a  person,  acquitted  of  an  alleged  offense,  but  as  an  ac- 
cuser himself.  These  reasons  determined  the  Thermido- 
rians  to  proceed  :  two  things  were  essentially  required  to 
effect  their  purpose — promptitude  of  action  and  apparent 
guilt  dn  the  part  of  Robespierre,  who  having  been  driven 
by  them  to  the  very  verge  of  crime,  must  now  l>e  precipi- 
tated into  its  vortex,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  the  nationa) 
representation,  so  as  to  ascribe  the  speedy  and  unavoida- 
ble sacrifice  of  the  tyrant  of  the  Convention  to  the  discov- 
ery of  a  plot  attempted  by  him  to  cause  an  insurrection  of 
the  people. 

Thus,  then,  while  the  committe*es  sent  the  accused  in 
separate  parties,  and  in  open  day,  through  the  most  fre- 
quented parts  of  Paris  to  their  respective  prisons,  trusty 
emiaaaries  were  dispatched  to  the  jailers  of  the  several 
prisons  carrying  private  and  verbal  directions  not  to  receive 
the  prisoners  wnen  brought.  Driven  back  from  the  gates 
of  their  prison,  vast  crowds  would  collect  around  them  and 
form  a  sort  of  triun:iphal  procesaion — their  appai'ent  diso- 
bedience would  constitute  a  crime  against  the  laws ;  and 
thus  a  snare  was  laid  for  them  in  the  lorm  of  sedition ;  and 
however  dangerous  might  be  an  insurrection  uf  the  peo- 
ple, it  was  less  so  in  the  eyes  of  Robespierre's  enemies 
than  the  fluctuations  of  the  Convention  or  the  condemna- 

a  and  execution  of  Robespierre  himself.     Such  are  the 


accounts  of  greyheaded  men  wso  were  eitner  actors  m  or 
■pectatora  of  the  above  affair,  and  it  is  not  to  be  dismissed 
as  untrue,  spite  of  its  apparent  improbability.     But,  >n  the 
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Other  hand,  it  is  equally  pooBible  the  agents  of  Robes- 
pierre's party  might  have-  got  aWay  from  tlie  ConventioD  at 
the  instant  the  order  for  bis  Birest  was  giVen,  and  hastening 
to  the  di^rent  Jailers  jntiraidated  them  to  refuse  Hdmiwion 
lo  their  approaching  captivee.  Perhaps  both  versions 
may  be  correct;  but  however  that  may  be,  it  ia  certain 
that  the  event  inlly  justified  the  deep  design  aud  bold  danng 
o(  its  projectors.  Rejected  at  the  threshold  of  his  prison, 
each  condemned  individual  was  quickly  snatched  from  the 
hands  of  the  gtiu  d'armet  who  escorted  him,  surroundod 
by  a  gt^xip  of  Jacobins,  and  conducted  in  triumph  to  the 
Commune.  Payao  and  Coffinhal  had  on  their  side  sent  out 
masses  of  people  to  overtake  the  accused  and  to  deliver 
them.  The  same  idea,  though  with  a  different  intention, 
issued  forth  at  the  same  instant  from  both  the  Hdtel-de- 
Ville  and  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety — the  one  deair- 
ous  of  bestowing  a  leuder,  the  other  of  creatiug  a  pretext 
for  an  insurrection. 

IL 

NerertheleM,  the  insurrection  was  &r  from  being  a  harm- 
less sport  for  the  enenries  of  Robespierre.  It  wsa  immi* 
oently  perilous,  and  had  'been  organized  from  the  beginning 
of  the  day  by  a  psrt  of  the  people  of  Paris,  and  awaited 
but  the  signal  to  oreak  forth.  Its  focus  was  in  the  H6tel- 
de-Ville.  Fleuriot,  Payan,  Dobaent,  Coffinhal,  and  Hen- 
riot  bad  remained  sitting  there  in  consultation  ever  since 
the  morning ;  while  the  Jacobins  were  similarly  occupied 
under  the  presidency  of  Vivier.  The  Cominnne  bad  re- 
ceived regular  intimation,  by  means  of  its  emissaries,  of 
all  that  was  going  forward  in  the  Convention,  and  at  the 
first  intimation  of  the  downlall  of  Robespierre,  had  appoint* 
ed  a  Committee  of  EjtecutioD,  composed  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, each  of  whom  was  sent  off  to  harangue,  instigate,  and 
arm  the  various  divisiona  ;  while  the  open  space  before  the 
H6tel-de-VilIe  displayed  a  dense  mass  of  glittering  bayo- 
nets, Henriot's  cannoneers,  with  their  pieces,  aided  by 
the  national  gend'armerir,  administered  on  the  spot  the  oath 
to  free  the  Convention  from  its  oppressors.  From  a  few 
of  the  elevated  towen  at  the  extremity  of  Paris  the  tocsin 
sent  forth  its  monitory  sounds.  The  rappel  was  beat  in  all 
the  moat  populous  streets  of  the  quartier  St  Antoine  and' 
St;  M arqeau ;  and  the  Qarde  NatiouaU,  accustomed  to  the 
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triumphs  of  the  Commune,  flocked  from  all  parts  to  tbeir 
posts.  The  quays,  the  bridges,  all  the  approaches  to  the 
Hotel- de-Villc,  presealed  only  the  appearance  of  ooe  im- 
tnense  camp.  The  neighborhood  of  the  Tuilerios,  OD  the 
coDtraty,  was  silent,  quiet,  and  deseited,  as  though  soOM 
cont^ious  malady  lurked  witbin  its  precincts.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  feuboargs  flocked  in  formidable  crowds  at 
the  summoos  of  Henrioc'a  aids-de-camp  and  the  call  of 
Coffinhal's  emissaries.  Every  thing  conspired  to  assure  the 
av^gers  of  Robespierre  of  entire  success.  They  already 
arrogated  to  tbcmselves  all  the  airs  of  conqueron.  A  mes- 
senger from  the  Gonventioo,  presenting  himself  before  the 
Coniniune,  to  announce  the  order  for  arresting  Henriot, 
anil  for  citing  Payan  and  Fleurioi  to  appear  at  the  bar,  wai 
hissed,  hooted,  insulted,  and  even  struck,  upon  the  great 
staircase ;  and  when  the  same  individual  requested  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  sale  delivery  of  the  ot<deis-~"  Tell  those  who 
sent  you,"  replied  Fleuriot  (the  mayor],  that  on  such  a 
day  SB  the  presant,  we  give  no  receipts ;  and  bid  RobeS' 

Eierre  be  of  good  courage,  for  he  has  the  people  at  his 
ack."  "  And  say  also  to  those  villains  who  dare  insult 
that  great  citizen,"  added  Henriot,  with  a  brutal  oath, 
"  that  we  are  now  in  consultation  apoa  the  best  means  of 
exterminating  them." 

The  arrest  of  Robespierre,. announced  a  few  minates 
allerward,  by  some  confederates  who  bad  contrived  to  get 
away  from  the  tribunes,  increased  the  excitement  of  the 
Commune  almost  to  frensy,  Henriot,  drawing  his  sword 
from  its  scabbard,  swore  to  bt^ng  back  tbe  scoundrels  who 
had  dared  to  lay  their  sacrilegious  hands  on  the  idol  of  the 
people,  fastened  to  his  horse's  tail.  Standing  in  tbe  front 
salle  of  tbe  H6tel-de-Ville,  before  a  table  cov«re<}  with 
bottles,  and  surroundeil  by  his  aids-de-camp,  Henriot  seem- 
ed to  seek  counsel  in  intoxication,  and  courage  in  impreca- 
tions. During  these  orgies  of  tbe  command aot-geoeral, 
the  mayor  addressed  the  council,  in  glowing  tetms,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  insurrection,  without,  however,  unveiling 
its  full  extent.  Payan  drew  up  an  address,  in  which  he 
denounced  to  the  people  the  oppressors  of  the  most  virtu- 
ous of  patriots,  Robespierre;  of  Saint-Just,  the  apoetle  of 
virtue ;  and  of  Couthon,  "  who,"  pursued  Payan,  "p^iset 
only  a  living  heart  and  head;  the  fiam*  ff  patriotitm 
taping  already  amtumed  hi*  hodg. 
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ThMO  preliminarisB  being  gone  tbrougb,  Henriol,  pbto) 
in  band,  sprung  on  hia  horse,  gftllopnd  off  to  tbe  Luxem 
bourg,  and  brought  back  vtith  faim  a  party  of  gent  d'armet 
with  whom  he  traversed  the  Rue  St.  Honore,  where,  meet 
ing  Merlin  de  Thionrille  in  tbe  crowd,  he  seized  him,  in- 
sulted biia,  and  committed  him  to  tbe  gnard-house.  Arrived 
at  tbe  gate  of  the  Carrousel,  -^enriat  wished  to  pass 
through,  but  was  prevented  by  ihe  soldiers  of  the  Conven- 
tioD,  who,  although  few  in  number,  crossed  their  bayonets 
before  his  horse's  breast,  and  refused  to  admit  bim.  The 
noise  brought  out  an  officer  of  tbe  Convention,  who,  upon 
perceiving  the  c&use,  immediately  called  out  to  the  gem 
d'armei,  "Arrest  this  rebel  [ — there  is  an  order  just  issued, 
commanding  you  to  do  so."  Tbe  men  yielded  prompt 
obedience  to  the  voice  of  tbe  law,  seized  the  general,  pull- 
ed him  from  his  horse,  bound  him  with  their  own  belts, 
and  threw  him,  dead  drunk,  into  one  (>f  the  rooms  belong- 
ing to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 

IV. 

While  Henriot  thus  fell  at  the  very  doore  of  the  Con- 
vention, Saint-Juat,  Lebas,  and  Coutbon,  were  brought  back 
by  their  liberators  in  triumph  to  tbe  H6tel-de-Vi1)e.  The 
municipal  council  called  loudly  for  Robespierre,  public  ru- 
mor having  spread  tbe  news  of  his  baring  been  refused  ad- 
mission to  the  prison  of  the  Luxembourg;  and  it  wu  even 
questioned  whether  tbe  scoundrels  of  the  Convention  had 
not  murdered  the  virtuous  citizen  in  the  very  att  of  yield- 
ing obedience  to  the  law.  At  that  time  the  cause  of  hia 
absence  was  unknown.  Fleuriot,  Payan,  and  Coffinhat, 
soon  reassured  the  council  upon  this  point,  and  added  to 
the  enthuaiBsra  already  existing,  by  calt'ng  forth  their  ad- 
miration and  sympathy  for  such  self-denial  as  their  idol  had 
evinced.     The  facts  were  these : — 

Robespierre  was  resolved  to  die  or  triumph,  at  least 
seemingly  pure  of  all  diare  in  the  insurrection.  When 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  partisans  at  Ihe  gates  of  the 
Luxembourg,  and  implored  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  people  to  punish  the  Convention,  he  had  persisted  in 
remaining  in  the  handa  of  his  gens  d'armei,  and  had  caused 
himself  to  he  conducted,  still  tinder  their  charge,  to  the 
depOt  of  the  ^ttaidptUti,  now  occupied  by  the  preimrtuM 
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of  police,  and,  while  there,  neither  the  entreaties  of  the  Ja- 
cobins, nor  the  frequent  and  earnest  messages  of  Fleuriot 
and  Payan  could  induce  him  to  break  through  the  order 
for  his  arrest.  Made  prisoner  by  command  of  his  enemies, 
he  leaolved  either  to  triumph  or  "fall  submixsive  Co  the  law 
only — added  to  which,  he  firmly  bolieved  the  Revolution- 
ary Tribunal  would  acquit  him  of  all  laid  to  his  chaise,  or, 
if  not,  and  if  even  condemned  to  death,  "  the  death  of  one 
just  man,"  said  he,  "is  less  hurtful  to  the  republic  than  the 
example  of  a  revolt  against  the  national  representation," 

Robespierre  remained  thus  in  voluntary  confinement  at 
the  prefecture  of  police  for  three  whole  hours,  and  only 
yieloed  at  last  to  the  patriotic  violence  of  Goflinhal,  who 
dispersed  his  gens  d'armet,  carried  him  out  of  his  prison, 
and  bore  him,  in  his  arms,  to  the  Salle  of  General  Council, 
in  the  Hdtel-de-Ville.  "  If  what  I  do  be  a  crime,"  said 
Cotfinhal,  "  he  that  crime  mine,  but  should  glory  result  from 
it,  then  may  that  glory  and  the  safety  of  the  people  be  as- 
cribed to  you  alone.  Scruples  are  made  for  the  wicked, 
▼irtoe  can  never  need  them.  In  saving  you,  I  save  the 
liberty  of  our  country — dare  yoa  refuse  so  noble  a  work  1" 


But  joat  aa  Robespierre,  carried,  rather  than  led  by  Glf- 
finhal,  entered  the  Salle  of  the  Greneral  Council,  and  while 
half  suffocated  by  the  affectionate  embraces  of  his  brother, 
Saint-Just,  Lebaa,  and  Couthon,  news  was  brought  bf  the 
aireat  of  Henriot.  Cofiinhal,  without  a  moment's  delay, 
returned  to  the  square,  harangued  several  bodies  of  mal- 
contents whom  he  found  there,  induced  them  to  follow  him, 
armed  himself  with  a  gun  having  a  bayonet,  and  thpn 
marched  at  the  head  of  this  column  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety;  arrived  there,  he  darted,  still  carrying  his 
weapon  in  his  hand,  into  all  the  inner  end  outer  passages 
of  the  Tuileries,  where  the  Committee  was  then  sitting; 
there  he  fiiund  Henriot  sleeping  off  the  effects  of  his  pota- 
tions. Freeing  him  from  all  restraint,  he  assisted  him  to 
remount  his  horse,  still  tied  to  the  gate  of  the  Place  Car- 
rousel, and  brought  him  hack  to  his  soldiers.  Heniiot, 
now  fully  aroused,  encouraged,  set  free,  and  burning  to 
Bven^  his  late  disgrace,  rushed  to  his  batteiiea,  and  turned 
liis  piecea  againat  the  ConTenticm. 
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VI. 

it  wu  now  MTep  o'clock  in  th?  evening,  and  the  du- 
pened  deputies  reoMembled  toreaume thair  cotwultalions : 
fMT  and  conBtematioD  were  painted  on  evei;  face,  aa  thaf 
convened  together  in  low  mysteiioua  wbispera,  upon  the 
gloomy  proapecta  preaentad  by  the  accounta  received  fron 
all  PBTta  dunng  tboir  faour'a  ceaaation  from  busineas;  they 
apoKe  of  the  oath  taken  by  the  Jacobina  to  die  or  triuiapfa 
with  Robespierre — the  escape  of  the  priaoDera — the  rapidly 
increasing-  torreot  of  sedition  that  bid  fair  to  overwhelm 
them  from  tbe  faubourgs — the  distant  sound  of  the  tocna 
— <he  sectioi.s  rallying  round  the  Commune — the  cannon 
pointed  against  tbe  Tuileries — the  blank  left  around  the 
Convention— the  boldness  of  tbe  people  in  daring  to  con- 
tend against  thoae  who  were  armed  with  the  whole  power 
<^ the  law;  the  approach  of  three  thousand  young  student* 
oi  tlie  nuion,  the  pretoriana  of  Robespierre,  bairyinc  to 
tbe  Cbamp  de  Mars  at  the  call  of  Labret£cfae  and  de  Sou- 
berbielle,  to  inaugurate  the  reign  of  the  new  Marina  by 
deeda  of  blood.  Tbe  timid  magnified  the  danger,  die  wa- 
vering exaggerated  it,  while  those  whose  courage  gave  way 
before  so  many  threateniiig  dangers,  merely  waited  to  learn 
tbe  state  of  aSkira,  and  then  withdrew  as  quickly  as  possi- 
ble. The  members  of  the  Committee,  driven  from  their 
usual  place  of  deliberation  by  tbe  invasion  of  Cofiinhal,  and 
informed  of  tbe  presence  of  Henriot  in  the  Carrousel,  pur- 
sued their  consultation,  standing  in  a  small  chamber  adjoin- 
ing tbe  Hall  of  Public  Meetings :  tbe  whole  strength  of 
dte  committee  rested  solely  on  themselves ;  the  safer^  of 
tbe  Convention  depended  entirely  upon  their  deciaitxt — a 
word  m»;ht  destroy  it — a  gesture  save  it. 

'The  Convention,  at  this  eventful  moment,  elevated  itself 
to  the  greatness  of  its  danger,  and  did  sot  despair  of  the 
safety  c^  tbe  national  representation,  even  in  si^t  of  the 
cannon  pointed  against  the  very  seat  of  legislation. 

Bourdon  de  VOise  mounted  tbe  tribune,  and  all-privats 
conversation  ceased ;  he  announced  that  tbe  Jeeobms  had 
just  received  a  deputation  from  the  Commune,  and  had  a»- 
soqiated  themselves  with  the  insurgents ;  he  recommended 
tbe  Convention  to  enter  into  a  similar  bond  of  fratemiw 
with  tbe  people,  of  Paris,  and  by  tbis  demonstration  of 
brotherly  regard  to  calm  down  the  excitement  of  tbe  citi- 
xena,  in  the  same  manner  aa  was  done  on  tbe  31st  of  Mav 
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Merlin  next  recounted  his  arrest  by  the  satellites  of  HenrioL, 
Bnd  his  deliverance  by  the  gau  d'armtt,  while  Legendre, 
wfao  Beeroed  to  regain  his  youthful  energy  and  spirit  from 
the  very  desperation  of  the  circumatanceo  in  which  he  was 
placed,  as  welt  ae  from  the  abeonce  of  Robespierre,  set  to 
work  to  infuse  a  portion  of  his  own  recovered  firmness  into 
the  minds  of  the  timid,  when  a  violent  noise  from  without 
interrupted. his  discourse. 

The.  disturbance  arose  from  Henriot's  commanding  bis 
artillerymen  to  break  open  the  doors.  Biliaud'Varennes 
forbade  the  attempt  being  made,  and  several  of  the  depu- 
ties rushed  out  of  the  Salle.  Collot  d'llerbois  sprung  into 
the  president's  chair,  as  his  proper  post.  This  seat,  placed 
just  opposite  the  door,  must  have  received  the  first  shots 
fired,  *'  Citizens !"  cried  Collot,  putting  on  his  hat,  and 
sitting  down,  "now  is  the  moment  to  die  at  our  posts!" 
"And  there  will  we  die!"  exclaimed  the  whole  assembly, 
with  one  simultaneous  burst,  as  they  placed  themselves  in 
their  seats  to  await  the  blow. 

The  citizens  in  the  tribunes,  struck  with  admiration  at  so 
much  self-possession,  swore  to  defend  the  Convention'; 
rushing  out  in  numbers,  they  dispersed  themselves  in  the 
gardens,  the  courts,  and  the  adjacent  neighborhood,  shout- 
mg,  "ToBimsl" 

The  Cnavention  issued  a  decree  against  Henriot  thai: 
went  even  beyond  the  power  of  the  law.  Amar  went  forth, 
escorted  by  his  intrepid  colleagues,  and  addressing  the 
troops,  said,  "  Soldiers  I  will  you  who  haTC  ever  deserved 
to  much  from  your  country,  cast  shame  and  dishonor  on  her 
now  !     Look  at  that  drunken  man  1  who  but  a  drunkard 


VII. 
The  soldiers,  touched  by  tbeae  words,  as  well  aa  intimi- 
dated  by  the  severity  of  the  decree,  refused  to  obey  their 
leader  any  longer,  Henriot,  feeling  himself  partly  deserted, 
with  some  diSculty  persuaded  his  men  to  follow  him  to  the 
Place  de  I'HStel-de- Ville.  The  daring  Barras  was  appoint- 
ed commandant  of  the  National  Guard,  as  well  aa  of  all  the 
forces  of  the  Convention,  in  his  place.  With  Barras  were 
loioed  Freron,  Leonard  Bourdon,  Legendre,  Croupileau  do 
Fontenay,  Bourdon  de  I'Oiso — all  clever,  decided  menj 
twolve  commisdoiiers  were  also  elected  to  fraternize  with 
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ths  TariouB  bodiea  of  opposite  principles,  enlighten  tbe 
public  ininJ,  and  induce  the  National  Guard  to  rally  round 
the  Convention. 

VIII. 
Night  had  now  enveloped  in  its  shades  tbe  fluctuating 
mass  that  flocked  to  and  fro  between  tbe  Hfttel-de-Ville 
and  the  TuilorieB.  Barras,  and  tbe  military  deputies  by 
whom  he  was  accompanied,  (raversed  tbe  various  quarters 
of  the  center  of  PariB  on  horsebBck,  and  by  the  light  of 
lorcbei,  loudly  calling  on  tbe  citizena  to  come  forward  to 
the  asaifltance  of  the  representation,  against  a  set  of  factious, 
dangerous  men — an  army,  or  rather  a.handiu]  of  devoted 
men,  composed  of  citizens  IrOm  every  sectioa — gent  d'amti^ 
— and  some  of  Henriot's  own  artillerymen  rallied  around 
the  Convention  to  the  number  of  eighteen  hundred  melu 
Barras,  while  waiting  for  the  coming  day,  might,  had  he  so 
pleased,  have  increased  the  amount  of  his  band ;  but  he 
was  too  well  aware  of  the  value  of  time,  and  the  powerful 
effect  of  boldness,  to  waste  bis  minutes  in  that  which  he 
deemed  of  secondary  consideration.  Qaick  as  thought,  he 
sketched  out  his  plan,  which  he  executed  with  equal 
promptitude.  He  caused  the  HAtel-de-Ville  to  be  silently 
surrounded  byaome  detachments,  broughtstealt  hi  I  j  thro-igh 
all  the  by-streets,  thus  cutting  off  all  succor  or  means  of 
retreat  from  the  insurgents.  Barras  himself,  with  bis  artil- 
lery in  advance,  proceeded  slowly  along  the  quays  toward 
the  H6tel-de-Ville,  and  Leonard  Bourdon  following  with 
another  column  down  the  narrow  atreets,  parallel  with  the 
quay,  advanced  at  the  same  pace,  and  emerged  from  an- 


other side  of  tbe^posite  extremity  of  tbe  Place  deGrSve. 
In  proportion  as  Barras  and  Bourdon  drew  near  the  Place 
de  Gr^ve,  the  body  of  voices  around  the  H6tel-de-"Vl]Ie  ap- 
peared to  diminish,  and  the  tumult  died  entirety  away  at 
their  approach.  The  night  was  in  their  favor ;  and  now, 
fully  reassured  by  the  unfrequented  utate  of  the  quays, 
Barras  caused  bis  men  to  come  to  a  bait,  while  he  returned 
to  the  Convention,  at  full  gallop,  entered  the  Salle,  mounted 
the  tribune — his  martial  conntenance,  his  arms,  bis  words, 
inspiring  hope  and  confidence  in  all  present.  The  Cim- 
vention  tranquillized,  Barras  again  mounted  hia  horse,  amid 
cries  of  "  Vive  la  Repuhlique !"  "  Vive  the  preserver  trf 
the  ConventioDl" 
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IX. 


Robespierre,  however,  at  the  Commune,  etill  pereisred 
io  the  impasHibllity  he  had  assumed.  Cofiinhal,  Flenriot, 
Fayan,  alone  eustained  tho  energy  of  the  Couacil  and  th« 
devotion  of  the  people,  although  none  of  them  had  suffi- 
cient popularity  to  give  his  name  to  so  great  a  movement, 
and  Robespierre  refused  his  name.  "  Oh  if  I  were  but 
Riibespierre !"  exclaimed  Coffinhal,  as  he  left  the  H6tel-de-  - 
Ville,  when  Robespierre  replied  to  all  persuasionB,  "  You 
destroy  me,  you  destroy  yourselved,  you  destroy  the  re- 
public." They  urged  him  to  accept  the  dictatorship  ;  but 
ne  exclaimed,  "  No,  nc :  I  will  not  give  an  example  of  the 
national  representation  enslaved  by  a  citizen."  "  Then," 
said  Couthon,  "  we  have  but  to  die."  "  You  have  said  it," 
replied  Robespierre,  calmly  resulveil  to  be  immolated  as  a 
victim  rather  than  triumph  as  a  rebel.  "  Well,  it  is  yon 
who  sacrifice  us,"  said  Saint-Juat,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  a 
sheet  of  paper,  os  which  had  been  drawn  up  a  call  to 
insurrection  by  one  of  the  council.  Robespierre,  impor- 
tuned by  his  colleagues,  had  half  signed  his  name  at  the 
bottom,  then,  suddenly  arrested  by  hi»  scruples  and  inde- 
ciaiun,  and  leaving  the  signature  unfinished,  he  bad  cast 
down  the  pen,  and  thi'uat  the  paper  fixim  him.  This  act, 
which  destroyed  his  friends,  did  not,  however,  degrade 
Robespierre  in  their  eyes.  The  crowds  then  left  the 
tribunes,  fearful  of  contact  vrith  the  Convention  ;  and  the 
night  was  1'iat  amid  wavering  counsels.  The  clock,  at  tho 
H6tel-de-Ville  struck  two. 

Tallien,  taking  the  president's  chair,  replied,  in  loud 
and  energetic  tone  to  Freron  and  his  companions ;  "  Go  '." 
cried  he,  "  and  let  not  to-morruw's  sun  shine  in  the  heav- 
ens ere  those  traitors'  heads  have  been  struck  from  their 
shoulders." 


At  the  same  instant,  the  ti'onps  led  by  Leonard  Bourdon 
that  had  been  noiselessly  stealing  along  ihe  side  streets  of 
the  quays  halted  ere  they  turned  into  tho  Place  de  Qrfive, 
as  the  crj'  of  "  Vive  la  Coavenlion .'"  reached  their  ear.  In 
vain  did  Henriot,  sword  in  hand,  gallop  like  a  madman 
into  tde  midst  of  the  ciowd.  overthrowing  and  trampling 
several  under  his  hi>r8e's  feet,  reply  to  the  cry  by  that  rf 
"  Five  la  Commune!"     The  univoraal  contempt  felt  for 
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him,  tbe  wildneis  of  hla  conduct,  die  disorder  of  his  l^^ 
end  manner,  the  blocked  up  atrseU,  added  to  the  expected 
arriTsl  of  the  freab  forces,  all  combined  to  cost  discnur- 
agement  among  the  MCtioouts.  The  artillerymeD  over- 
whelmed  tbeir  brutal  general  witb  faiwes  and  bootinga; 
tlian  turning  the  months  of  iheir  cannon  against  :fae  H^Eet- 
''    "'"       '  '  'tees  and  quays  resound  with 

«  la  Ckmventi<m!"  then  quickly 

n  commanded  by  Barres  stopped,  at 
the  shout  burst  forth,  to  allow  of  the  crowd's  departing,  a&A 
•re  many  minutes  had  elapeed  the  whole  of  that  immense 
mass  of  liTing  beings  had  eiiber  retired  to  tbeir  homes,  or 
bad  ranged  themselves  beneath  the  banners  of  Barras. 

A  profound  silence  reigned  around  the  H6te]-de-ViUe, 
■nd  in  the  opinion  of  Leonard  Bourdon  this  quietude  indi' 
cated  some  snare  on  the  part  of  those  within  the  building, 
whom  he  conjectured  to  have  fMtified  themselves  in  the 
Salle  with  the  intention  of  blowing  up  the  edifice,  an^ 
burying  themselves  and  their  opponents  in  the  ruiDB.  A 
mutual  terror  kept  the  Place  de  Orfive  long-  empty,  and 
prevented  any  closer  contact  between  the  besiegers  and 
the  beneged.  All  at  once  the  report  of  fire-arms  was 
heard  wiuin  ;  cries  of  horror  and  heavy  noises  followed. 
As  the  sounds  escaped  from  the  windows,  Dulac,  a  coura- 
geous and  resolute  agent  of  the  Committee  of  Public. 
Safety,  at  the  head  of  five-and-twenty  sappers,  and  a  parn 
of  grenadiers,  crossed  the  square,  beat  in  the  doors  wtu) 
hatchets,  and  ascended  the  grand  staircase,  poiutiag  thmi 
beyouets  before  them  as  they  went, 

XI. 

At  the  sound  of  approaching  footsteps,  Lebas,  armed 
with  a  brace  of  pistols,  had  presented  one  to  Robespierre 
conjuring  him  to  put  a  period  to  his  existence ;  but  Rnbes- 
jnerre,  in  conjunction  with  Saint-Just  and  Coutboi),  refused 
to  commit  suicide,  preferring  to  die  by  the  hand  of  their 
enemies.  Sitting  mute  and  motionless  around  a  table  in 
the  Salle  de  l'Egalit6,  they  listened  to  the  sound  of  persona 
ascending  to  their  apartment,  kept  their  eyes  fixed  oa  the 
door,  and  awaited  their  fate. 

As  the  jingling  noise  proceeding  from  the  arms  carried 
by  the  advancing  men  became  too  distinct  to  be  misunder» 
stood,  Lehas  discharged  a  pistol  through  hi«  heart,  and 
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fell  d««d  in  tb«  arms  of  RobMpierre  tbe  younger,  who, 
although  equally  certain  of  his  innocence,  and  of  beipg 
acquitted,  did  not  choose  to  surrive  hia  brother  or  hiB 
friend.  Opening  a  window,  he  leaped  out  into  the  court, 
and  broke  bis  leg.  Coffinhal,  making  the  chanbers  and 
lobbies  reeoond  with  his  imprecations  and  hnrri«d  tread, 
chanced  to  encounter  Henriot,  sinpeiied  with  terror  and 
wine  :  bitterly  reproaching  him  lor  his  groea  and  cowardly 
conduct,  he  seiKed  bim  in  his  arma,  carried  him  toward  an 
open  window,  and  threw  bim  from  the  second  floor  upon  a 
heap  of  ordure.  "  Lie  there,  wretched  drunkard,"  cried 
Coffinhal  as  he  flung  bim  down.  "  Yon  are  not  wortny  to 
die  on  a  scafibld  I" 

Meanwhile,  Dulac,  aatisfied  as  to  the  safety  of  tbe  inte* 
rior  of  the  Maiaon  Commune,  had  sent  one  of  his  grena- 
diers to  apprise  Bourdon's  column  of  the  free  access 
afforded  to  every  part  of  the  H6iel  de  Ville.  Upon  re- 
ceiring  this  intelligence,  Leonard  Bourdon  drew  up  bis 
men  in  order  of  battle  before  the  steps  leading  to  the  HOtel 
de  Ville ;  he  then  ascended  himself,  accompanied  by  five 
gent  d'artnet  and  a  detachment  of  soldiers.  Dulac  having 
joined  him,  the  whole  party  ruahed  eagerly  toward  the 
Salle  de  I'Egalit^.  The  door  soon  yielded  to  tbe  blows 
given  by  the  soldiers  with  the  butNend  of  their  muskets, 
amid  the  cries  of  "  Down  with  the  tyrant  1"  "  Which  is 
he  V  inquired  tbe  soldiers ;  but  Leonard  Bourdon  dnrst 
not  meet  the  look  of  his  fallen  enemy.  Standing  a  little 
behind  tbe  men,  and  hidden  by  the  body  of  a  gen  i'anne, 
named  Mida;  with  his  right  hand  he  seized  the  arm  of 
the  gen  d'arme  who  held  a  pistol,  and  pointing  with  hia  left 
hand  to  the  person  to  be  aimed  at,  he  directed  tbe  muszle 
of  the  weapon  toward  Robeapierre,  exclaiming,  "  That  is 
the  roan."  The  man  fired,  and  the  head  of  Robespierre 
dropped  on  the  table,  deluging  with  blood  the  proclama- 
don  he  had  not  finished  signing.  The  ball  had  entered 
the  left  aide  of  bis  face,  and  carried  away  aeveral  of  his 
teeth.  Couthon,  endeavoring  to  rise  upon  his  withered 
limbs,  Staggered  and  fell  under  the  table.  Saint-Just  re- 
mained sitting  immovable  at  the  table,  now  gazing  moum- 
fiilly  on  Robespierre,  now  casting  proud  looks  of  defiance 
at  bis  enemies. 

XII. 

At  the  reporfflf  fire-arms,  and  the  cry  of  "  Yivt  la  Ook- 
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ventwn  !"  the  tronpK  of  BomB  filled  the  place,  scaled  tha 
Hi'>l«)  de  Ville  i  and,  taking  posaessioD  of  overy  outlet, 
■eized  upon  Fleuriol,  Pftyan,  Duplay,  and  upward  of  eigfaty 
meiuben  of  the  Gummuiie,  bound  them,  ranged  tbem  two 
mad  two  in  the  Salle,  and  then  prepamd  to  march  them  off 
in  triumph  to  the  Convention.  Cfuffiuhal  alone  contrived, 
Kmid  the  general  coDfusiun,  to  make  his  escape,  which  be 
effected  by  bursting  open  a  door  that  had  been  barricaded 
in  one  of  lb«  lower  rooma  j  and  thus  regaining  the  opeo 
sireets,  Bed  for  refuge  to  one  of  the  boats  moored  on  the 
Seine,  for  the  u*e  ofwaaher  women  i  but,  being  compelled 
by  hunger  to  quit  bis  retreat  on  the  following  day,  was 
recognized  and  taken  into  custrHiy. 

In  the  mean  time,  Barrss,  followed  by  hia  long  file  of 

Euoners,  conducted  bia  men  back  to  the  Convention. 
ay  was  just  beginning  to  dawn,  and  discovered  Robes- 
pierre carried  on  a  litter  by  f!>ur  geiu  d'arma,  his  (ace 
covered  with  a  handkerchief  steeped  in  blitod  :  tbe  persons 
who  bore  Couthon  had  let  him  fall  and  roll  in  tbe  mud  at 
tbe  corner  of  the  Place  de  GrSve ;  when  they  thought 
proper  to  lake  bim  up,  bis  clothes  were  soiled  and  torn,  so 
as  to  leave  a  portion  of  his  throat  and  breast  quite  uncov- 
ered. Robespierre  the  younger  was  conveyed  in  a  state 
of  Jtter  iiisensibility  in  the  arms  of  two  men  of  the  people. 
Next  fallowed  the  corpse  of  liobas,  over  which  had  hastily 
been  flung  a  table-cover  spotted  with  blood.  Then  came 
Saint-JuHt,  bareheaded,  and  with  downcast  looks  ;  his 
hands  were  tied  behind  bim,  and  hie  countenance  bespoke 
ruber  submiBsiou  to  his  fate,  than  shame  for  having  pro- 
voked it. 

At  five  o'clock  the  head  of  the  column  of  soldiers  en- 
tered the  Tuilenes,  where  tbe  Convention  were  awaiting 
the  termination  of  the  affair,  without  fear  or  apprabenaion 
as  to  its  results.  A  loud  murmuring  noise  proclaimed  the 
approach  of  Barras  and  Freron.  Charlier  was  acting  as 
president  at  the  time.  "  Tbe  recreant  E-obeBpierre  is 
there,"  cried  he,  pointing  to  tho  door;  "shall  he  come 
in  V  "  No  1  no  !"  replied  all  the  members  some  from 
horror,  others  from  pity ;  "  to  expose  before  the  Conven 
tion  the  body  of  a  man,  loadod  with  every  species  of 
crime,  would  be  to  depiive  this  glorious  day  of  iis  well- 
earned  glory — the  corpse  of  a  tyrant  can  cerry  nothing 
but  contagion  along  with  it.  The  only  spot  fit  for  Robes- 
pierre and  his  accomplices,  is  the  Place  de  la  Refolution." 
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Intoxicated  with  his  trtuniph,  L6oDard  Bonrdon  went 
into  all  the  details  of  hia  expedition,  and  presented  the 
gen  d'arme,  who  bad  fired  at  Robespierre,  to  the  notice  of 
the  Convention.  Next  entered  Legendre,  armed  with  a 
brace  of  pistols;  he  announced  the  fact  of  his  having  just 
dispersed  the  Jacobins,  and  locked  the  doora  of  their  ss- 
aembly-rooma  with  his  own  hand ;  in  proof  whereof  he 
threw  the  keys  on  the  tribune. 

XIII. 

RohespieTTe  meanwhile  had  been  laid  upon  a  table  in 
the  adjoining  ante-rooni,  his  head  aupportoa  by  the  back 
of  a  chur :  a  crowd  of  persons  were  continually  flocking 
in  to  obtain,  by  means  of  clambering  on  stools  and  beaches, 
a  view  of  the  ftllen  creature,  once  the  idol  and  ruler  of 
the  republic.  Some  even  among  those  who  had  favored 
and  cringed  before  him  only  the  day  previously,  came  to 
assure  themselves  he  would  never  rise  again.  The  wretched 
man  was  overwhelmed  with  expressions  of  contempt,  in- 
vectives, and  abuse.  Nothing  was  spared  him  ;  the  officers 
of  the  Convention  pointed  him  out  to  the  spectators  in  the 
■ame  manner  as  a  ferocious  beast  is  exposed  in  a  mena- 
gerie. The  unhappy  being  feigned  death  to  escape  the 
maults  and  ignommy  heaped  upon  him.  A  man  in  the 
employ  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  who,  while  he 
rejoiced  in  the  downfall  of  a  tyrant,  pitied  the  unfortunate 
creature  thus  at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies,  approached  Ro- 
bespierre, unfastened  his  garter,  and,  drawing  down  his 
Btot^ing,  placed  his  finger  on  the  arterr  in  bis  leg,  whose 
fiill  amf  regular  pubations  annoanced  the  vital  strength  be 
still  possessed.  "Let  him  be  searched!"  exclaimed  the 
crowd ;  and  upon  so  doing,  a  brace  of  pistols,  with  the 
arms  of  France  engraved  on  the  case  that  contained 
them,  were  found  in  his  pocket  "  What  a  scoundrel  I" 
cried  the  bystanders ;  "  a  proof  of  his  aspiring  to  the 
throne  may  be  fimnd  in  his  using  the  proscribed  symbols 
of  royalty."  These  pistols,  shut  up  in  their  cases,  still 
loaded,  abundantly  testify  that  Robespierre  did  not  shoot 
himseIC 

At  this  instant    Legendre  entered  the  Salle,  and,  ap- 

proacbing  the  prostrate  body  of  his  enemy,  apostrophized 

It,  in  a  Ueatrical  voice  and  manner.     "  Ha,  ha  !  tyrant," 

Mdd  he  with  a  notnre  trf"  defiance,  "  yon  for  whom,  only 

VOL.  in — Z 
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It  vast  ennugli,  are  now  C(ni- 
1  width  upon  a  little  (able!" 
RobespieiTe  must  have  listened  with  horror  and  contempt 
to  ihe  voice  nf  a  man  who  had  ei>  frequently  been  awed  into 
pei'fect  silence  by  a  single  glance  From  himself,  and  whoee 
fulHome  adulations,  after  the  death  of  Danton,  had  so 
greatly  disgusted  him  ;  although  lying  motionless,  and  ap> 
parently  unconscious,  he  both  heard  and  saw  all  that  was 
passing  around  him.  The  blood  that  flowed  from  his 
woun£  coagulated  in  his  mouth ;  regaining  a  little  strength, 
be  stanched  this  blood  with  the  fur  that  covered  the  case 
of  bis  pistols  ;  his  dim  but  still  observing  eye  wandered 
among  the  crowd  as  though  seeking  some  friendly  coun- 
tenance from  whom  he  might  hope  to  obtun  either  justice 
or  compassion  ;  hut  vain  was  the  search  :  horror  alone  was 
imprinted  on  every  face,  and  the  wretched  man  Bbudderecl, 
and  closed  his  eyes.  The  heat  of  the  chamber  was  most 
oppressive :  a  burning  fever  glowed  on  the  cheeks  of  Ro- 
bespierie,  while  streams  of  perspiration  streamed  from  his 
brow:  no  band  waa  eictended  to  assist  him.  They  bad 
placed  beside  him,  on  the  table,  a  cup  of  vinegar,  and  a 
sponge.  From  time  to  ijme  he  moistened  the  sponge,  and 
applied  it  to  bis  lips. 

After  this  long  exposure  at  the  entrance  of  the  Salle, 
fnim  whence  the  fallen  man  could  hear  the  vehement  lan- 
guage employed  against  himself  by  all  who  spoke  from  the 
tribune,  he  was  removed  to  the  Committee  of  General 
Safety,  where  Billaud,  Collet,  and  Vadier,  his  most  impla- 
cable enemiefl,  awfuted  to  go  through  the  form  of  bis 
examination ;  but  he  replied  only   by  looks.      His  intorro- 

Ktors  shortened  his  misery  and  their  own  gratification. 
>bespierre  vros  the(i  conveyed  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  where 
his  wounds  were  examined  and  dressed.  Among  the 
wounded  taken  there,  he  found  Couthon  received  as  lame 
and  infirm,  Henriot,  whose  limbs  were  fnghtiully  mutilated 
by  his  fall  from  the  window,  and  his  own  brother,  whose 
fracture  had  been  reduced.  When  the  surgeon  had  at' 
tended  to  all,  the  party  was  transferred  to  the  Conciergeiie, 
and  placed  all  together  in  the  same  dungeon,  where  Saint- 
Just  awaited  them  beside  the  corpse  of  Lebas. 

At  his  entry  into  the  Conciergerie,  Saint<Just  had  en- 
countered Gfeneral  Hoche,  whom  he  bad  himself  ordered 
into  confinement  but  a  few  weeks  previously ;  but  Hocbe^ 
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instead  of  insulting  a  fallen  enemy,  cordially  pressed  hi» 
hand  ;  then  stood  aside,  with  downcsst  looks  to  allow  the 
young  proconsul  to  pass.  So  true  it  is  that  noble  minds 
respect  mittforiune  even  when  it  affects  those  who  have 
caused  their  own  downfall. 

The  mayor,  Fleuriot-Lescot,  Paysn,  Dumaa,  Vivier, 
president  of  the  Jacobins,  old  Lavalette,  Duplay,  his  wife 
and  daughters,  the  guests  of  Robespierre,  all  M  first 
taken  to  the  Luxembourg,  wei^  now  brought  also  to  the 
Conciergerie. 

At  three  o'clock  the  whole  party  was  led  or  carried,  as 
necessity  required,  t>efore  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  Tfaa 
judges  and  juries  were  composed  of  the  same  men  who 
only  a  few  hours  previously  were  ready  to  consign  to 
death  all  who  were  inimical  to  the  very  individuals  they 
were  now  assembled  to  sacrifice. 

Fouquier  Tinville  read  the  extraordinary  decrees  with 
his  accustomed  tone  and  manner,  confining  himself  to  at- 
testing the  legality  of  the  instruments  he  held  in  his  band  ; 
but  his  self-possession  did  not  go  far  enough  to  permit  his 
raising  his  eyes  on  Dumas,  bis  colleague  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal,  or  on  Robespierre,  his  patron. 

As  the  clock  struck  six,  the  carts  appointed  to  convey 
the  condemned  to  the  scaffold  drew  up  at  the  foot  of  the 
grand  staircase.  Robespierre,  his  brother,  Couthon,  Hen- 
tiot,  and  Lebas,  were  merely  the  mangled  remains  tX  men; 
they  were  tied  by  the  arms,  legs  or  trunk,  to  the  bottom 
of  the  first  vehicle.  The  jolting  of  the  clumsy  machine, 
as  it  rumbled  over  the  stones,  drew  from  the  agonized 
creatures  within  shrieks  of  pain  and  dreadful  groans ; — 
they  were  taken  through  the  longest  and  most  populous 
streeteof  Paris.  Erery  window,  door,  and  balcony — even 
the  roofi  of  the  houses  were  crowded  with  spectators,  of 
whom  the  principal  part  were  women  dressed  as  for  a 
fSte ;  these  clapped  their  hands  joyfully  as  the  proceaHion 
passed,  and  seemed  to  fancy  they  were  expiating  the 
enormities  of  the  Reign  of  Terror  by  execrating  him  who 
had  bestowed  his  own  name  on  it.  The  cart  was  beset 
by  the  children  and  friends  of  former  victims  shouting, 
"  Kill  him  [  Kill  him !  Let  the  guillotine  do  its  work  on 
him!"  While  the  people,  preserving  a  gloomy  silence, 
looked  on  without  any  demonstradon  of  either  satis&ction 
or  ivgrat,  groups  of  children,  who  had  been  deprived  of 
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tbeir  fiubera — women,  whose  haabands  had  been  torn  from 
them,  alone  broke  throngfa  the  file  of  gm»  d'arnut,  and 
clinging  to  the  wl  eels  and  axles  of  the  carts,  loaded  R^^ 
bespierre  with  bitter  inprecuionB,  as  though  fesring  that 
death  would  cheat  them  of  their  revenge  and  exuUaUon. 
The  head  of  Robe^ierre  was  bound  by  a  blood-stained 
handkerchief,  that  aappoTted  his  chin,  and  was  tied  over 
his  hair,  leaving  only  one  of  bis  cbeeka,  his  fi>i«head,  and 
erea  viMble.  The  gau  Samut  who  escorted  him  pointed 
bim  out  to  the  people  bj  a  contemptuous  motion  of  the 

C'nt  of  their  aabera.  The  unfortunate  object  of  these 
niliationa  turned  away  his  head  and  ahmn^ed  np  his 
ahouldera,  as  though  comtniseraiing  the  error  of  tboae  who 
attributed  to  him  alone  all  the  crimes  committed  in  bia 
name.  The  whole  of  his  intellect  seemed  centered  in  hia 
eyes,  while  his  attitude  indicated  resignation  and  not  fear ; 
the  mystery  that  had  vailed  bis  life  afarouded  his  tbongfats, 
and  ha  died  without  one  laat  word. 

XIV. 

Before  the  houae  of  the  artisan  where  he  had  resided, 
the  father,  mother,  and  children,  all  in  prison,  a  party  of 
women  stopped  the  procession,  and  OMnmenced  dancing 
round  the  cart.  A  lad  carried  a  pulful  of  blood,  obtained 
fijom  some  butchers,  and  dipping  a  broom  into  it,  beapat' 
tered  the  walls  of  the  house.  Rnbespieire  closed  his  eyei 
at  this  spectacle,  unable  to  look  at  tbe  insult  offered  to  the 
friendly  roof  under  which  he  had  introduced  so  much 
wretchednesa.  This  was  the  only  indication  of  feeling  he 
manifested  during  his  six-and~thirty  hoars'  auKring. 

The  aame  evening  these  furies  broke  into  the  prison 
where  the  wife  of  Duplay  was  confined,  strangled  her,  and 
then  hung  her  up  to  the  iron  rod  of  the  curtains. 

The  procession  again  moved  on  toward  the  scaflbld 
Couthon  was  absorbed  in  thought;  the  younger  Robes- 
pierre in  great  agony.  The  shaking  of  the  rehiclo,  by  dis- 
tnrhmg  the  newly  set  bone  of  bis  leg,  wmnr  from  him 
involuntary  cries  of  pmn.  Tbe  countenance  of  Henriot  was 
besmeared  with  blood,  which  gave  him  the  appearance  of 
some  drunken  object,  picked  up  in  the  kennel ;  his  uniform 
bad  been  taken  off,  and  bis  under  garments  were  all  soiled 
with  mud.  Saint'Just,  on  tbe  contrary,  was  neatly,  thongb 
plainly  dressed  ;  his  hair  had  be«o  cut  short,  and  fab  p^ 
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featnrM  were  imprewed  with  caha  reMgoatioi ,  while  bia 
whole  manner  waa  equally  removed  from  any  appeannce 
of  haue-htinesfl  or  abjecinesi.  It  was  evidenthe  looked  be- 
yond the  ecBf!iild  into  eternity.  Conscious  thar  tie  died 
from  a  fiiithfiil  adherence  to  his  principles,  he  reproached 
Dot  fate,  hut  contented  himself  with  tlw  reflection  that  he 
laid  down  his  life  for  his  master  and  the  mission  intrusted 
to  him.  Sing;ular  and  imperfect  being,  Saint-Just  possessed 
mere  intelligence  and  the  passions  of  the  mind,  while  heart 
waa  wanting  alike  lo  his  nature  and  his  theory.  The  want 
of  that  organ  left  his  conscience  without  an  accuser,  and 
he  died  execrated  and  detested,  without  feeling  himself 
guilty.  When  reviewing  the  character  of  Saint-Just,  we 
are  stniek  with  surprise  to  find  so  much  dogmatisni  with 
so  much  youth  ;  such  fanaticism  in  one  so  liberal ;  so  much 
of  conscientious  feeling  in  one  so  impassible. 

Having  reached  the  base  of  the  statue  of  Liberty,  tite 
executioners  carried  the  wounded  men  to  the  platform  of 
the  guillotine.  Not  one  of  them  addressed  a  word  or  a  re- 
proach to  the  people ;  they  read  their  doom  too  clearly  in 
the  nnmoved  eoontenanees  of  the  spectators.  Robespierre 
mounted  the  ladder  with  a  firm  step.  Beiore  the  knife 
was  loosened,  the  execndoaers  pulled  off  the  bandage 
which  enveloped  his  face,  in  order  to  prevent  the  linen 
from  deadenioK  the  blow  of  the  ax.  The  agony  occasion  ad 
by  this  drew  from  the  wretched  sufferer  b  cry  of  anguish 
that  was  heard  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  Place  de  la  Rev- 
olution ;  then  followed  a  silence  like  that  of  the  grave,  in- 
terrupted M  intervals,  by  a  dull,  sullen  noise ;  the  guillotioa 
fell,  and  the  bead  of  Robespierre  rolled  into  the  basket 
The  crowd  held  their  breath  for  some  seconds,  then  bnrst 
into  a  loud  and  unanimous  cheering. 

Saint-Jnst  then  appeared  standing  on  the  seaffi^d.  Hit 
tall,  slight  figure,  head  cast  down,  and  arms  tightly  pinioned, 
rendered  him  an  object  of  commisention,  as  his  feet  were 
bathed  in  the  blood  <^  his  master.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years  and  two  days,  without  opening  his  lips, 
and  carrying  his  sentiments  with  hint  to  the  gt«Te. 

XV. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Robespierre  and  his  party,  snimsed 

wd  linmolat»d  ^  the  ywtj  manceuvre  which  ha  h«d  pian- 
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n«d  to  bring  back  the  Terror  to  the  law,  the  Revolution  to 
order,  sod  the  republic  to  unity.  Overthrown  by  men, 
some  better  «nd  some  worse  than  himself,  be  had  the  unut- 
terable misfiiriuae  of  dying  the  same  day  on  which  the 
Terror  eiOed,  and  thus  of  accumulating  on  hia  name  the 
blood  of  punishmenti  be  would  fain  have  spared,  and  the 
cnnea  of  victims  be  would  willingly  have  saved. 

His  death  was  the  date,  and  not  the  cause  of  the  cessation 
of  Terror.  Deaths  would  have  ceased  by  his  triumphs,  as 
they  did  hy  his  death.  Thus  did  divine  justice  dishonor 
his  repentance,  and  cast  misfortune  on  his  good  intentions, 
making  of  his  tomb  a  gulf  filled  up.  It  has  made  of  his 
memory  an  enigma  of  which  history  trembles  to  pronounce 
the  solution,  fearing  to  do  him  injustice  if  she  brand  it  as 
crime,  or  to  create  horror  if  she  should  term  it  virtue  I  To 
be  just  and  instructive,  we  must  unhesitatingly  associate 
tbese  two  words,  which  have  a  repugnancy  to  unite,  and 
compose  a  complex  word ;  or  rather  it  is  impossible  to  des- 
ignate what  we  must  despair  to  define.  This  man  was,  and 
must  ever  remain,  shadowy — undefined. 

There  is  a  design  in  his  life,  and  this  design  is  vast — the 
reign  of  reason,  by  the  medium  of  democracy.  There  is 
a  momentum,  and  that  momeatura  is  divine — it  was  a.  thirst 
after  the  truth  and  justice  in  the  laws.  There  is  an  action, 
and  that  action  is  meritorious — it  is  the  BtruKi;le,  for  life  and 
death,  against  vice,  lying,  and  despotism.  There  is  a  devo* 
tion,  and  this  devotion  is  as  constant,  absolute,  as  au  an- 
tiijue  immolation — it  was  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  hia  youth, 
his  repose,  his  happiness,  his  ambition,  his  life,  his  memory, 
and  b»  work.  FiuaJly,  there  is  a  means,  and  that  means 
is,  in  turns,  execrable  or  legitimate — it  is  popularity.  He 
caressed  the  people  by  its  ignoble  tendencies,  he  exagge- 
rated Suspicion,  excited  envy,  sharpened  anger,  envenomed 
vengeance.  He  opened  the  veins  of  the  social  body  to 
cure  the  disease ;  but  he  allowed  life  to  flow  out,  pure  or 
impure,  with  indifierenco,  without  casting  himself  between 
the  victims  and  the  executioners.  He  did  not  desire  evil, 
and  yet  accepted  it.  He  surrendered,  to  what  he  believed 
tho  pressure  of  situation,  the  heads  of  the  king,  the  queen, 
their  innocent  sister.  He  yielded  to  pretended  necessity 
the  head  of  Vergniaud ;  to  fear  and  domination  the  head 
of  Danton.  He  allowed  his  name  to  serve,  for  eighteen 
naoatfas,  as  the  standard  of  the  scaffold,  and  the  justificaticm 
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ot  death.  He  hoped  subsequently  to  redeem  thM  which  U 
never  redeemed — present  crime— through  the  purity,  the 
holiness  of  future  institutions.  Ha  was  intoxicated  with 
the  perspective  of  public  felicity,  while  France  was  palpi- 
tating on  the  block.  He  desired  to  extirpate,  with  the  iron 
blade,  all  tbe  ill-growing  roots  of  the  social  soil.  He  be- 
lieved himself  to  be  the  ri^t  end  of  Providence,  because 
he  had  the  feeling  and  plan  of  it  in  bis  imagination.  He 
put  himself  in  the  place  of  God.  He  desired  to  be  the 
exterminating  and  creative  genius  of  the  Revolution.  He 
forgot  that  if  every  roan  thus  made  a  deity  of  bimself, 
there  could  only  remain  one  man  on  the  globi',  at  tbe  end 
of  the  world,  and  that  this  last  man  would  be  the  assassin 
of  all  the  others !  He  besmeared  with  blood  the  purest 
doctrinea  of  philosophy.  Ho  inspired  the  fiiture  with  a 
dread  of  the  people's  reign,  repugnance  to  the  institution 
of  tbe  republic,  a  doubt  of  liberty.  Ha  fell  at  last  in  his 
first  struggle  with  the  terror,  because  he  did  not  ac<juira  by 
resisting  it  at  first,  the  right  of  power  to  quell  it.  His 
principles  were  sterile  and  fatal  like  his  proacriptioDS,  and 
he  died  exclaiming  (with  the  despondency  of  Brutus),  "  the 
republic  perishes  with  me !"  He  was  in  effect,  at  that  mo- 
ment, the  floul  of  the  republic,  and  it  vanished  with  his 
last  sigh.  If  Robespien-e  had  maintained  himself  pure, 
and  made  no  concesaions  to  the  wild  schemes  of  dema- 
gogues, up  to  this  crisis  of  weariness  and  remorse,  the  re- 
public would  have  survived,  grown  young  again,  and  tri- 
umphed in  him.  I*  Hougbi  a  ruler,  while  he  only  appeared 
as  \ta  accomplice,  and  was  preparing  to  become  its  Crom- 
well. 

Robespierre's  crowning  misfortune  in  penshing  waa  not 
BO  much  in  falling  and  dragging  down  the  republic  with 
him,  as  in  not  bequaatfaing  to  democracy,  in  the  memory  of 
the  man  who  had  desired  to  personify  it  most  &ithfully, 
one  of  those  pure,  bright,  immortal  figures,  which  avenge 
B  cause  for  the  abandonment  of  fortune,  and  protest  against 
ruin  by  the  unqualified  and  unreserved  admiration  with 
which  they  inspire  posterity.  Tbe  republic  required  a 
Cato  of  Utica  in  the  martyrology  of  its  founders.  Robes- 
pierre was  only  its  Mariua,  without  his  sword.  The  de- 
mocracy  required  a  glory  whose  rays  should  be  forever 
resplendom  vrith  the  name  of  some  man  from  its  cradle, 
ftobeapioire  only  reached  undeviating  firmness  of  purjiose. 
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HTiqueKiooKble  incomijHibility,  aad  nitboonded  remorw; 
This  was  the  punisbmtiiit  of  this  mut — the  ptwubment  of 
the  people — of  the  time,  as  of  the  futnre.  A  cause  ia  Ire- 
queotly  but  the  uarae  of  ao  individual.  The  cause  of  the 
democracy  ahoultl  not  be  condemned,  to  vail  or  juatifj  that 
of  Robespierre.  The  type  of  democracy  should  be  tnag- 
luuiiniouB,  generouB,  clement,  and  indisputable  aa  truth. 

XVI. 

The  great  epoch  of  tbe  Revotmion  isnded  with  Robea- 
pierre  and  Baint-Juit.  The  second  nee  of  revcdutioaiata 
began.  The  lepublJc  fell  from  tragedy  into  intrigue,  from 
apirituslism  into  ambition,  from  fanaticism  into  cupidity. 
At  thin  moment  when  every  thing  grows  small,  let  oa  learD 
to  contemplate  what  was  aa  vast. 

The  Revolution  had  only  lasted  fiva  Tests.  These  five 
years  are  five  centuries  for  France.  Never  perh^n  on 
this  earth,  at  any  period  since  the  commencemeut  of  tbe 
Christian  era,  did  any  country  produce,  in  so  sboit  a  space 
of  time,  sucb  an  eruption  of  ideas,  men,  nature*,  diar- 
acters,  geniuses,  talents,  catastrophea,  crimes,  and  virtues, 
aa  during  these  convulsive  tbroes  (^  tbe  social  and  political 
future  which  is  called  by  tbe  name  of  France.  Neither 
the  age  of  Cssar  and  Octavius  at  Roma,  nor  tbe  age  of 
Charlemagne  among  the  Gauls  and  in  Oermany,  nor  the 
age  of  Pericles  in  Athens,  nor  of  Leo  X.  in  Italy,  nor  of 
Lonia  XIV.  in  France,  nor  of  Cromwell  ia  Sngland.  It 
was  as  if  the  earth  were  in  labor  to  produce  a  progree- 
sive  order  of  societies,  and  made  an  eRbn  of  fecundity 
comparable  to  the  energetic  work  of  regeneration  which 
Providence  desired  to  accomplish.  Meq  were  bom  like 
the  inatantaneous  peiaonifictuiou  of  things  which  should 
think,  speak,  or  act,  Voltaire,  good  sense ;  JTean  Jacques 
Rousseau,  the  ideal ;  Coudorcet,  calculaUoii ;  Mirmbeau, 
impetuosity;  Vergniaud,  impulse;  Danton,  audacity;  Ma- 
rat, fury ;  Madame  Roland,  enthusiasm ;  Charlotte  Cordsy, 
vengeance  ;  Robespierre,  Utopia;  Soint-JusI,  the  fenati- 
cism  of  the  Revolution.  Behind  these  came  the  secondary 
men  of  each  of  these  groups,  forming  a  body  which  the 
-Revolation  detached  after  having  united  it,  and  tbe  members 
of  which  she  brake,  one  by  one,  as  useless  implementa. 
Light  abooe  from  every  point  of  tbe  borizcHi  at  ouce ;  dsrk- 


dbvCooglc 


REMAEKB.  587 

□eas  fell  back ;  prejadicen  were  cast  off;  conacienceB  were 
freed ;  tyranniea  trembled  ;  and  the  people  rose.  Thrones 
crumbled :  intimidated  Europe  ceased  to  Btiike,  and, 
stricken  herself  receded  in  order  to  gaze  od  tbis  grand 
n>ectac)e  at  a  greater  distance.  This  deadly  atruggle  for 
uie  cause  of  humtn  reasoD  is  a  thousand  times  more  glo- 
rious than  the  victories  of  the  armies  which  succeeded  to 
it.  It  acquired  for  the  world  inalienable  truths,  instead  of 
acquiring  for  a  nation  the  precarious  increase  of  provinces. 
It  enlarged  tbe  domain  of  mind,  instead  of  expanding  the 
limits  of  a  people.  Martyrdom  is  its  glory;  its  ambition, 
virtue.  We  are  proud  to  be  of  a  race  of  men  to  wbom 
Providence  has  permitted  tbe  conception  of  such  ideas,  and 
to  be  tbe  child  of  an  age  wfaich  has  impressed  its  impulses 
on  such  advances  of  the  human  mind.  We  glorify  France 
in  its  intelligence,  its  character,  its  soul,  its  blood  !  The 
heads  of  these  men  fall  one  by  one ;  some  justly,  others 
unjustly  i  but  they  fall  in  consummation  of  the  work.  We 
accuse  or  absolve ;  vfeep  or  curse  them.  Individuals  are 
innocent  or  guilty,  loved  or  hateful,  victims  or  executioners. 
The  working  ont  is  vast,  and  the  idea  soars  above  the  in- 
struments, like  the  ever  pure  cause  over  the  horrors  of  the 
field  of  battle.  Af^r  five  years,  the  Revolution  is  nothing 
but  a  vast  cemetery.  Over  the  tomb  of  each  of  these  vic- 
tims is  inscribed  a  word  which  characterizes  it.  Over  one, 
PhUotophy ;  another.  Eloquence;  another,  Genitu ;  an- 
other. Courage;  here  Crime,  there  Virtue;  but  over  one 
and  all  is  written,  "  Died  for  posterity,"  and,  "  Workman 
in  tbe  cause  of  humanity." 

A  nation  should  unquestionably  bewail  its  dead,  and  not 
console  itself  for  one  head  unjustly  and  hatefully  sacrificed ; 
but  it  sfiould  not  regret  its  blood  when  it  has  Sowed  to 
bring  tbrtfa  everlasting  troths.  God  bath  placed  this  price 
on  the  germinating  and  bursting  forth  of  bis  designs  on 
man.  Ideas  vegetate  from  human  blood.  Revelations 
descend  from  sc^olds.  All  religions  derive  their  divinity 
from  martyrdom.  Let  us  then  pardon  tbe  sons  of  those 
who  struggled  or  were  victims.  Let  us  become  reconciled 
over  tbeir  tombs,  in  order  that  we  may  renew  the  inter- 
rupted work  I  Grime  has  lost  all  by  mingling  in  the  ranks 
of  the  republic.  To  contend  is  not  to  immolate.  Let  us 
take  away  the  crime  from  the  cause  of  tbe  people,  as  a 
weapon  which  has  wounded  its  hand,  and  changed  libertj 
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into  doapotum ;  let  a»  not  seek  to  iiutiiy  tha  scafTold  by 
tbs  coantry,  and  the  proBcriptiotra  bj  liberty ;  let  us  not 
harden  th«  feeling*  of  the  age  bjr  the  sophistry  of  revolu- 
tionary  enerfj^  ;  let  as  leave  human  nature  its  heart,  that 
is  the  snivst  and  most  infallible  of  its  prineiplas;  and  let 
us  resign  outmItos  to  the  condition  of  human  sffaira.  The 
history  of  the  Revolution  is  glorious  and  sad  as  the  morrow 
of  a  Tictory,  and  the  eve  of  a  battle.  But  if  this  history 
be  ftill  of  mouniing,  it  is  also  full  of  faith.  It  lesemblea 
the  antique  drama,  in  which,  while  the  narrator  gives  tbe 
recital,  the  choms  of  the  people  Mogs  the  glory,  bewuls 
tbe  victim',  wmI  raises  a  hymn  of  consolation  and  hope  to 
GodI 
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